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Designed for Success:
Natural Sciences Building Unveiled

The Ribbon Cutting of the Natural Sciences Building united 
students, staff and professors from different departments on 
Friday, Sept. 9. 

The $51 million project has been in action for six years. 
The need for 
a renovation 
to the Science 
Building be-
came critical 
in 2009. 

The build-
ing simply 
couldn’t ac-
c o m m o d a t e 
a d v a n c e d 
education and 
teaching qual-
ities, in addi-
tion to having  
little space 
for increasing 
natural sci-
ence enroll-
ment over the 
past five years 
and the growth 
of STEM (sci-
ence, technology, engineering and mathematics).

 The project began in 2012 with the aid of DeMaria and 
other notable building companies.

 During his speech at the event, Chancellor Daniel Lit-
tle mentioned that the main focus of the building is research 
and teaching for students, stressing the integration of a learn-
ing space dedicated to student cooperation, teamwork and 
hands-on learning.

 “Our faculty are very committed to the idea that they 
want their curricula, their labs, their lectures to line out with 
very well with the best student engagement techniques that ex-
ist in the country today,” said Little.  

 The Chancellor also stressed gratitude to the state gov-
ernment and its officials, which supported the project with $30 
million.

 Only two offices are present in the renovated Natural 
Sciences Building, compared to the previous division between 
offices, classrooms and labs. This highlights the dedication of 

space meant 
exclusively for 
student learn-
ing.

 With 
99,400 square 
feet of space, 
the complex 
serves as an 
epitome for 
research and 
learning in the 
fields of chem-
istry, biology, 
geology, and 
environmental 
biology. It also 
includes space 
for physics, 
which was re-
located to the 
south end of 

the building.
 In addition, the building supplies new instruments and 

includes a demonstration permaculture orchard on the west 
side of the building, made specifically for hands-on learning. 

 One of the building’s cornerstones is the integration of 
environmentally-friendly elements, such as LED lighting and 
solar shades.

“The renovation of the Science Building clearly demon-
strates the university's commitment to ensuring that we pro-
vide our students with the very best education possible,” said 
Martin Hershock, the Dean of the College of Arts, Science and 
Letters. “The research labs set aside for faculty are designed 

in ways that will facilitate interdisciplinary work, to allow for 
more faculty-student research collaboration and to ensure that 
our faculty have the room and technology needed to maintain 
their vigorous research agendas.” 

Hershock mentioned shared reflections of some faculty 
members about the building during his speech, most of which 
were impressed by the new technology and learning space that 
the complex offers.

“The collaborative spaces and rooms were designed so that 
students could form critical thinking skills, and work closely 
with their peers and with faculty,” explained Hershock at the 
event.

State Representative George Darany also spoke at the event. 
He presented a certificate to Chancellor Little signed by him-
self, Senator Morrison and Governor Rick Snyder.

“Modern equipments and labs offered in the Natural Sci-
ence Building ensure that Dearborn and the surrounding com-
munities remain at the forefront of science, research, and de-
velopment,” said Darany.

A brief tour was offered by UM-Dearborn orientation lead-
ers following the ribbon cutting. 

By maria kanso
News Editor

Amber Ainsworth/MJ
One of the labs in the newly renovated 

Natural Sciences Building.

Aubree Stamper/MJ
The Natural Sciences Building is now opened for students after renovations.

Aubree Stamper/MJ
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Welcome to the fall 2016 
Semester!

The news and notes section of the Michi-
gan Journal, offers its readers a weekly play 
by play of news and notes in around campus 
as well as the surrounding areas in Dearborn.

Each week pick up your newest edition 
located in various newspaper stands around 
campus. The column is centrally located and 
offers you a brief synopsis of what is happen-

ing for that particular week. 

Free Business Cards
Yes, free!

Here is your chance of providing a lasting 
impress at your next social event, interview or 
just while networking. The Alumni Associa-

tion is giving out 30 free business cards. 
Orders must be placed by Wednesday, Sept. 

7 thru Friday, Sept. 23. The cards will be ready 
for pick up by Saturday, Oct. 8. 

Complete the order form at  http://alumni.
umich.edu/students/freebies/business-cards/. 
An email confirmation will be provided with 

the date and time of pick-up. 

Get a Job Campaign
Come join Career Services as they kick 

off the Get a job campaign. On Friday, Sept. 
16, between 11 a.m. and 1 p.m.. Come to the 
Fairlane Center North, room 280 at the Career 
Services Office. This campaign is open to all 

juniors and seniors. 

We are Here When You Need Us
Student Engagement, offers a Food Pantry 

for all Uof M-Dearborn students who are in 
need. Students can visit the pantry Monday – 
Friday from 9 a.m.to 5 p.m.. Even if you are not 
in need, you can also donate to a great cause. 
The food pantry is always looking for any ex-
tra help by providing much needed items such 
as non-perishables, cash donations or just by 
donating some time to help a fellow student. 

Visit the Office of Student Engagement in 
the Univeristy Center room 2136.

News and Notes is compiled by Olea Hokes

Yousuf Ali sat down 
with Student Govern-
ment President Fiana 
Arbab before the se-
mester started to talk 
with her about this 

year.

Yousuf: Could you 
start with a brief bi-
ography of yourself, 
and could you tell us 
how you got involved 
in the Student gov-

ernment?

Fiana: My name is Fi-
ana Arbab. I am going 
to be a senior at U of 
M-Dearborn starting 
tomorrow. I am a dou-
ble major in psychol-
ogy and women's and 
gender studies and a 
minor in sociology. I 
got involved in stu-
dent government, ini-
tially, in my freshman 
year because I had a 
few close friends who 
had joined and en-
couraged me. In high 
school, I was in a lot 
of things involving 
political organizing. 
I was in Plymouth 
Youth Leadership. I 
was in Student Coun-
cil. I was in things 
like Key Club, so 
community organiz-
ing and community 
involvement was re-
ally important to me. 
When I joined stu-
dent government my 
freshman year, I im-
mediately fell in love 
with it. It was a lot of 

fun. 

Yousuf: The next 
question is for people 
who are new to cam-
pus or don’t know 
much about Student 
Government. What 
purpose does it serve 
on campus, and why 

is it important?

Fiana: Student gov-
ernment is a body 
elected by and run 
for the students. We 
are an advocacy 
group. We advocate 
for issues that im-
pact students of all 
backgrounds. We also 
are a working group 

in the sense that we 
complete projects in 
attempt to solve is-
sues that impact stu-
dents every day. We 
work very closely 
with administration. 
We want to provide 
spaces and access for 
student voices to be at 
the table with access 
to university deci-
sions. Yeah, we feel it 
is very important that 
students are present at 
every level of univer-

sity business.

Yousuf: That leads 
perfectly into my next 
question. What goals 
does Student Gov-
ernment expect to 
accomplish this year, 
and how do you in-
tend to achieve them?

Fiana: So, the thing 
with Student Govern-
ment. Of course, we 
run on a very specific 
platform. Our origi-
nal platform included 
things like increas-
ing campus involve-
ment in activism for 
students on campus, 
establishing student 
workers rights and a 
uniform policy, push-
ing towards a more 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y 
sustainable univer-
sity campus, and in-
creased transparency. 
However, those are 
very broad platforms. 
The thing with Stu-
dent Government this 
year is that we want 
to be open to investi-
gation and new ideas. 
We don’t want to have 
a set, exact goals. We 
do have overarching 
goals; however, we 
really want to take 
Student Government 
to be a body that in-
vestigates on a day 
to day basis what 
the students need the 
most, and how we 
can best represent the 
student voices across 
campus. But there are 
some specific proj-
ects we are working 
on currently, such as 
sexual assault preven-
tion on college cam-
pus. It is a national 
campaign; however, 

Student Government 
is working with ad-
ministration to really 
spearhead those ef-
forts, especially be-
cause our University 
with Student Govern-
ment last year won a 
grant to do program-
ming to help structure 
institutional change 
around sexual assault 
prevention. Another 
big thing is voter reg-
istration, especially 
in the current politi-
cal climate. We really 
want to be sure that 
our students recog-
nize the importance 
of their civic duty 
and also their power. 
Voting is not only a 
right. It is power. It 
is systematic power. 
We want to ensure 
that we, as Student 
Government, that we 
can provide as many 
spaces to students 
to claim that power; 
yeah, things like that.

Yousuf: Maybe, I’ll 
ask a follow-up ques-
tion. You talked about 
better including stu-
dent voices, presum-
ably, outside of Stu-
dent Government. 
How do you intend 
to reach out to those 
people outside of Stu-

dent Government?

Fiana: That is a very 
tough question. I per-
ceive that as a PR 
question. Dearborn 
has kind of had a his-
tory for low turnout 
at events, ineffective 
communication, you 
know. Definitely, one 
of our platforms is 
transparency, so there 
are many strategies 
that we are going to 
be taken. We want 
to work with the MJ 
(Michigan Journal) 
to release maybe 
monthly reports of 
what student gov-
ernment is up to, in 
addition to the inter-
views, opinion pieces 
and whatnot. We also 
have reached out to 
the WUMD. We want 
to do a radio show. If 
not weekly, because 
that might be a lot, 

but at least bi-weekly, 
so that our students 
can hear what we are 
up to, and it will be a 
fun thing for Student 
Government to con-
nect with the com-
munity. Of course, 
there’s the regular fly-
ers, Facebook event 
pages, emails. It’s my 
job to email the gen-
eral student popula-
tion. I think I have ac-
cess to sending those 
email once or twice a 
semester. That can be 
a way to communi-
cate with the students, 
in addition to email-
ing the student orgs; 

things like that.
Fiana (cont’d): Wait 
sorry. The biggest 
thing, I don’t know 
how I forgot, we 
have launched a new 
Student Government 
website where anyone 
can subscribe, so any 
new changes to the 
website such as when 
I upload my Regents 
Report. You have 
full access to see the 
Regents Report. You 
actually get a notifi-
cation through your 
email, if you’re sub-
scribed, and you can 
actually read it right 
then and there. I am 
going to be expect-
ing all the commit-
tees to write, at least, 
biweekly updates 
on their projects, on 
what is going on, and 
what they’re working 
on. So, students will 
know exactly what 
student government 
is up to. Just stuff like 

that.

Yousuf: OK, and do 
you anticipate any 
challenges in accom-
plishing these goals?

Fiana: Do I anticipate 
any challenges? Ab-
solutely. I think prog-
ress and change are 
worth it because of 
the challenges. Noth-
ing worthwhile comes 
easy. The changes 
that Student Govern-
ment really wants to 
make, you know, we 
do have the little day 
to day details that 

may not take as much 
effort. It would be like 
a simple event pro-
gramming, arranging 
for town hall meet-
ings, things like that. 
But Student Govern-
ment also serves a 
very special role on 
this campus in the 
sense that they have 
the ability to make 
institutional change, 
and when you want to 
make systematic and 
institutional change, 
of course, that is go-
ing to be challenging. 
That requires a lot of 
time, a lot of effort, 
a lot of strategizing, 
and a lot of commu-
nication, but I full 
heartedly believe in 
our administration's 
ability to overcome 
those changes, and 
make progress for the 

entire campus.

Yousuf: Next ques-
tion is what are some 
things that you be-
lieve that U of M-
Dearborn does well, 
and what are others 
that can be improved.

Fiana: It kind of 
makes me nervous 
to go on record. I 
think things that our 
University does very 
well and what makes 
me very proud to be 
a U of M Dearborn 
student is our push 
for diversity. I know 
sometimes it may 
sound very cliche: di-
versity, inclusion, etc. 
But to be very hon-
est with you, when I 
go to events at other 
campuses, I just feel 
different. When I am 
at Dearborn, I feel 
very comfortable, 
and also very ener-
gized by the diver-
sity that I see here. I 
think our University 
does a very great job 
in at least attempting 
to really showcase 
the diversity we have 
on campus. I think 
something we really 
could improve on is 
our representation on 
an institutional level. 
I think all across lev-
els on the University, 

such as senior lead-
ership, faculty staff, 
even students, we are 
pretty diverse, but in 
positions of power, 
we are not very di-
verse at all, and I 
think we do a disser-
vice to our campus 
community in that we 
have so much poten-
tial to tap into. We lit-
erally have a diverse 
population just sitting 
here being educated 
by this wonderful in-
stitution. We are not 
tapping into why not 
hire more of our stu-
dents, our diverse stu-
dents, to be in leader-
ship on this campus. 
I think that definitely 
would be a step to-

ward progress.

Yousuf: Very good, 
and last but not least, 
how can students who 
wish to get involved 
in Student Govern-

ment do so?

Fiana: OK, that is 
a really easy ques-
tion. There are sev-
eral ways. Talk to 
any one of us, and 
we will show you the 
form to fill out. I do 
want to emphasize 
that student govern-
ment is a body that 
is completely open 
to anyone that wants 
to come in. You are 
more than welcome 
to sit and engage in 
conversation, learn 
about the the updates. 
But if you want to 
be an official part of 
Student Government, 
and get your hands in 
on the projects, you 
can apply to be fel-
low by filling out the 
fellowship form. The 
fellowship form can 
be found on our web-
site. It’s umdearborn-
sg.com, and then you 
just click on the form. 
There’s a fellowship 
form. You answer a 
few questions about 
why you want to be 
involved, what plans 
you have for Student 
Government, and 

then you are in.

By YoUSUF ali
Opinions Editor

Introducing President Arbab

News 
& Notes

Photo courtesy of Fiana Arbab
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Meet Our Fall 2016 
Editorial Staff!

Miranda Karanfili is cur-
rently a senior at University of 
Michigan-Dearborn going for 
her degree in Journalism and 
Screen Studies. She has been 
writing for the Michigan Jour-
nal as a staff reporter for the Ats 
and Entertainment section for 
three years. She's enjoyed cov-
ering concerts, reviewing films, 

and albums. 
When Miranda isn't in school 

she really enjoys traveling, 
writing short stories, reading, 
watching movies and photogra-
phy. Miranda really enjoys films 
and hopes that with her degree 
in journalism she can continue 
to write film reviews and move 
on to cover film festivals and 

films for the years to come. 

Mary Aldieri is the Student 
Life editor for the Michigan 
Journal. She has started her 
second semester here at UM-
Dearborn while becoming 
an Orientation Leader for the 
2016 year. She is an English 
major who is currently a soph-
omore; just short of becoming 
a junior. Reading and writing 
has always been a lifelong 
passion for Mary. She has high 
hopes of continuing her educa-
tion here at UM-Dearborn for 

the next two years.

As a sophomore Journal-
ism and Screen Studies stu-
dent, Maria Kanso joined the 
Michigan Journal to improve 
her writing and reporting 
skills. Her experience with the 
Journal fostered an interest in 
journalism, and her biggest as-
piration is to become a highly 
skilled writer. Some of her fa-
vorite hobbies are shopping, 
reading, and anything fashion-
related. Maria plans on being 
a fashion blogger and traveling 
to different countries around 

the world.

Yousuf Ali is a junior 
majoring in Mathematics at 
the University of Michigan-
Dearborn. In addition to his 

studies, he likes to spend time 
researching topics in order 

to form an informed opinion. 
He also enjoys reading the 
thoughtful views of others 
even if they disagree with 
him.This is what led him 

to become interested in the 
section. After undergrad, he 
wants to attend law school 

so that his opinions actually 
matter.

Jeramy Stover is going into 
his second semester as Sports 
Editor of the Michigan Journal 
and final semester at the Uni-
versity of Michigan-Dearborn. 
He is hoping to pursuit a career 
in the sports media industry as 
he enjoys everything about the 
world of sports. Jeramy enjoys 
hanging out with his friends 
and playing golf in the sum-

mer.

Aubree is a third year jour-
nalism major at UM-Dearborn 
with an interest in music jour-
nalism and music photogra-
phy. She works at a portrait 
studio and enjoys going to 
concerts, listening to K-pop, 
and exploring Detroit in her 
free time. One day she hopes 
to work for Alternative Press 
Magazine in Cleveland, Ohio 

and do lots of traveling!

Kaitlynn Riley is a sec-
ond year staff member as The 
Michigan Journal's Advertis-
ing Manager. She is a fifth 
year senior at the University of 
Michigan-Dearborn and will 
be graduating in April 2017 
with a BBA degree, specialty 
in Marketing. She joined The 
Michigan Journal to gain ex-
perience in sales and manage-
ment, to better her communi-
cation skills, to become a part 
of an organization on campus 
and to meet new people. In 
her free time she volunteers 
for a non-profit organization 
in Wayne, hangs out with her 
friends and family, and likes to 
do DIY projects. She is "happy 
to be a part of The Michigan 
Journal and is excited to make 
her last year on staff a great 

one!" 

Jessica Perez is a senior this 
year with a double major in 
Journalism & Screen Studies 
and Communications. She be-
gan her journey with the Mich-
igan Journal in 2015 as a guest 
writer for the Arts and Enter-
tainment section, combining 
her two favorite things: music 
and storytelling. The creative 
freedom she was given com-
pletely changed the way she 
experienced music. “Your job 
[as a writer] is to put the reader 
in your shoes, so you have to 
approach that concert, album, 
or song with a totally different 
mindset,” she said. While she 
is excited to be more involved 
with the paper’s production 
this time around, Jessica hopes 
to still have a few more articles 
published before graduating in 

the spring.

Amber Ainsworth is a 
fourth year journalism stu-
dent. She got her start with the 
Journal as a freshman cover-
ing campus events. Her pas-
sion is for photography and 
music. She has photographed 
concerts and sporting events, 
including Michigan Football. 
Amber previously was the 
Arts and Entertainment edi-
tor. She hopes to one day work 
in music publicity, though she 
would be happy with anything 
that involves writing and pho-

tography.

Ayesha Sheikh is the web-
editor for the Michigan Jour-
nal. She is in her senior year 
of her Journalism and Screen 
Studies major. Much of her 
work can be found in the en-
tertainment section of the 
newspaper such as restaurant 

reviews and event photos.

The University of Michigan-
Dearborn parking lot changed to 
include parking spots designated 

exclusively for visitors.
Visitor parking spots are lo-

cated in lot E5,  adjacent to the 
Admissions Office in the Univer-
sity Center, the third floor of the 
Monteith Parking Structure on the 
north end of campus and in lot F 

behind the Fieldhouse. 
Visitors wishing to park in 

those spots should pay at a meter 

located near each of the three lo-
cations.

The increase in student enroll-
ment and the loss of parking lot G 
across from the Henry Ford Estate 
has led to these changes,which af-

fect students and visitors alike.
“One of the reasons to have a 

visitor parking strategy is so that 
we can assure that our permit 
parking spaces are available for 
our permit holders,” said Carol 
Glick, Executive Director for Fa-
cilities Operations. “The second 
reason is so that our visitors can 

find a place to park when they 
come to the campus.”

Students, faculty, and visitors 
that do not park in their designat-
ed areas will  receive an $80 park-

ing ticket.
Parking on campus is open on  

weekends and after parking en-
forcement hours, which are from 
7 a.m. until 7 p.m.  on Monday 
through Thursday, and 7 a.m. till 4 
p.m.on Friday. The parking struc-

ture is closed on the weekend.
“The most important benefits 

of this project are the ability to 

assure that student parking spaces 
and faculty/staff parking spaces 
are reserved for our permit hold-
ers. It will also help us to assure 
that our visitors are welcomed to 
campus with spaces reserved for 

them,” said Glick.
The shuttle bus schedule was 

adjusted to a new program, in 
which it will travel between the 
University Center and Fairlane 

Center every 10 minutes.

The University of Mich-
igan-Dearborn was ranked 
among the top 25 universi-
ties across the country in 
OnlineU's 2016 Best Value 
Schools for Online Business 

Degrees.
The Master’s program in 

Project Management made it 
to number 18 on the list.
"UM-Dearborn was 

ranked number 18 due to the 
exceptional affordability of 

the program, along with aca-
demic strength," said Taitum 
Ridgway, a representative of 

SR Education Group. 
One hundred eighty nine 

universities were considered 
for the ranking. In order to be 
considered for the ranking, 
universities were required to 
offer at least one fully online 
project management degree 

at the Bachelor's level. 
Rankings are completed 

throughout the year. There is 

a proprietary algorithm based 
on annual tuition rate, aca-
demic strength and ACT/SAT 
test scores which determines 

these rankings.
The only other Michigan 

schools to make the list were 
Cornerstone University and 
Lawrence Technological Uni-

versity.

Parking Undergoes Updates

UM-Dearborn Buisness Program 
Among Best

By Maria Kanso
News Editor

By Courtney Morrison
Staff Writer

Photo courtesy of OnlineU.org

Julia Klee is a senior mem-
ber of the Honors College at 
the University of Michigan-
Dearborn double majoring in 
business and communications 
with a minor in German. This 
is her first year working for the 
Michigan Journal, where she 

is now Copy Editor 
Formerly Team Captain 

of UM-Dearborn Racing and 
current President of UM-
Dearborn's chapter of Ameri-
can Advertising Federation, 
Klee looks forward to staying 
up-to-date with all university 
events through working for the 

Michigan Journal.   
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Four Lessons for Each 
of Your Four Years

Photo courtesy of Pinterest.com

To Freshmen:

From dining halls to lecture hall, 
don’t consume it all.

College is understandably (and 
deceptively) overwhelming. It is 
intelligently designed to provide an 
unhealthy dose of constant over-
stimulation. Yet, it is important that 
you don’t allow constant oversatura-
tion of the senses to dilute your sen-
sibility.

It’s the lack of this important dis-
cretion that separates the overenthu-
siastic freshmen from the burnt-out 
seniors. As you take on new free-
doms, new privileges and no longer 
face the impediments of space and 
environment in your newfound con-
frontation with choice, it is impor-
tant that you learn to harness this ac-
quisition of choice into a responsible 
command of agency. 

The cryptic thing about adulthood 
is that reaching it is so much more 
arbitrary than magically turning 18 
or 21. Rather, it is about responsi-
bility and exercising agency over 
decisions that best suit your purpose 
and future. So no, you don’t have to 

eat, drink, smoke, do or pursue all 
the things just because they’re there. 
Rather, pick your battles, drop a few 
clubs or highlight a few sentences 
less in your readings; because only 
until you learn to accomplish more 
by doing less and becoming focused 
do you really begin to move for-
ward. 

To Sophomores:

Always try to change your own 
mind…

College should a place to con-
front ideas radically different from 
your own, to challenge your convic-
tions and to rescind all confidence 
in these convictions unless you can 
understand, analyze, deconstruct 
and make a damn good argument 
for, not against, your most fierce 
interlocutors. As long as your brain 
is alive, it will constantly be put to 
work changing or growing. True in-
tellectual growth will happen when 
you adopt new ideas, points of view 
and perspectives.

...while staying grounded to your 
principles.

Not every college student has to 
be a leaf-munching, bike-riding gen-

der neutral pronoun donning social 
justice warrior. The beauty in intel-
lectual diversity lies in the recogni-
tion, through free debate and dis-
course, that there is common ground 
in fundamental principles we all 
share. Through multiple narratives, 
we each access a different dimen-
sion of the truth that is concealed 
in its entirety when voices and per-
spectives become sanctioned and 
quarantined. 

All the while, you still have to be 
your harshest critic. Do these prin-
ciples serve a greater purpose? Do 
they expand or shrink your breadth 
of allies? Am I sticking by funda-
mentals that are making me a better, 
more just or more righteous person? 

To Juniors: 

Declare a plan, not a major.

A major, in and of itself, is a highly 
overrated. I have seen friends count-
less times bounce from one diploma 
header to another. Their futures do 
not get clearer, yet their graduation 
requirements get messier. 

This is not to say that you 
shouldn’t change your program if 
you gain more conviction in one 

field of study over another. It is 
a very messy and confusing time 
in life, and there’s a lot of person-
al change one undergoes that, no 
doubt, will have profound effects on 
how they choose their life paths. 

Yet, use passion and purpose to 
(begin to) aspire towards a major 
plan.

Rather, this is to say that you can’t 
rely on any magical title, beginning 
with your college major, to solidify 
your sense of self. That comes from 
establishing a sense of purpose (re-
fer to the second paragraph of your 
sophomore year, you jaded junior). 
With idealistic passion and motives, 
you can orient fulfilling a life pur-
pose with practical and manageable 
stepping stones. Your diploma is a 
tool and college will equip you with 
a set of skills. Do not focus on the 
name of the degree, but on what you 
got out of it and where it can take 
you. 

And, to my fellow Seniors:

Don’t settle.

Up until this point, your purpose 
was pigeonholed into a pre-voca-
tional race to the top. You work and 

study your way through an entire 
life dedicated towards education and 
once you graduate and start your ca-
reer, you will come to find that a lot 
of the lessons you were faced with 
in school are ubiquitous facets of 
life. You are still going to experi-
ence failure, you are still going to 
kick yourself for missing chances 
and opportunities, and scramble to 
meet some kind of deadline. 

Your worst mistakes will provide 
ample opportunity to shape you into 
being the most resourceful and bal-
anced of people. Likewise, your ca-
reer goals and successes in school 
can perhaps speak very little for 
your qualities as a creative and com-
passionate being, and lead you to 
mistakenly believe that these things 
are ends in themselves that validate 
and finalize the maximum amount of 
innate worth you have as a person.

It’s a double edged sword when 
both failure relegates us to a state 
of paralysis-but the solace of suc-
cess likewise breeds complacency. 
In either case, one is not truly learn-
ing from or taking advantage of the 
lessons and opportunities that lie 
within triumphs and tribulations. 

By JuliA kASSem
Staff Writer
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On July 22, one of Michi-
gan’s hottest days so far this 
summer, a large crowd gath-
ered at the Journey’s main 
stage at Vans Warped Tour to 
watch pop-rock kings and Ar-
izona natives The Maine per-
form a range of hits from their 
funky-rock single “English 
Girls” to their classic anthem 
“Girls Do What They Want.” 

Despite the 
harsh heat, the 
band and fans 
were as lively 
as ever. During 
“Am I Pretty”, 
their set turned 
into a dance par-
ty when vocalist 
John O’Callaghan 
urged the crowd 
to open up a circle 
for two young men 
to have a dance-
off, “It’s not hard 
folks,” he joked, 
“you put one foot 
in front of the 
other and you do 
something weird 
with your hips, 
you know what I’m talkin’ 
about”!

From a funky-fun Warped 
set to rocking leopard print 
suits from head to toe on the 
APMA’s red carpet, and one 
in a dress, it’s safe to say that 
the guys in The Maine like to 
have fun and don’t take them-
selves too seriously.

When drummer Pat Kirch 
and guitarist Garrett Nick-
elsen met vocalist John 
O’Callaghan and guitarist 
Jared Monaco (and later gui-
tarist Kennedy Brock) back 
in early 2007, no one knew 
just how far the band would 
go, the impact they would 
make, and the dedicated fan 
base that would follow them 
throughout their entire jour-
ney. A journey that consisted 
of five studio albums, a hand-

ful of EP’s, a few record label 
changes, and the start of their 
own label and management 
team. 

With a 10-year anniversa-
ry coming up next year, The 
Maine are getting ready to 
head back into the studio to 
record their 6th studio album. 
Their last, 2015’s chart-top-
ping American Candy, was 
full of fresh upbeat tracks that 

resulted from isolating them-
selves in the desert of Joshua 
Tree for an entire month to 
record, a stark contrast to 
2013’s very raw and dark 
Forever Halloween. Nonethe-
less, the band is still able to 
maintain their unique take on 
pop-rock hits from one album 
to the next while also experi-
menting with new sounds and 
directions in each one. 

Since they “don’t like do-
ing the same thing two times 
in a row” according to Kirch, 
the band doesn’t plan on com-
pletely secluding themselves 
like last time, but they do have 
plans to travel outside of their 
home-state of Arizona again 
to record the new album. The 
plan is to build their own re-
cording studio stocked with 
their own equipment and take 

as much time as they need. 
“At the end of the year 

we rented a house two hours 
north of San Francisco and 
we’re gonna build a recording 
studio in there...” Kirch says, 
“when it’s ours we can touch 
it, we can break it, we can do 
whatever we want and I think 
that gives us the freedom to 
make any kind of record that 
we want, because it can feel 

a little bit uncomfortable re-
cording in other people’s 
places.”

For years, The Maine knew 
all too well what it was like 
to record in studios that their 
label told them to record in, 
and to create the albums that 
their label told them to cre-
ate. A large reason why they 
ultimately created their own 
label in 2013, 8123 Records; 
a move that greatly helped 
the band musically and cre-
atively. 

“[American Candy] was 
the first record we did solely 
on our own gear and once we 
got into it, we felt very com-
fortable making music in our 
own way and I think we were 
striving to get there for the 
past few records,” Brock ex-
plains.

For this next album, all 
members have a clear idea of 
the direction they want to go 
in, unlike in the past. “I see it 
but I don’t know exactly what 
it is,” Nickelsen says, “but the 
way we’re all talking it seems 
like everyone’s on the same 
page”.

“It’s kind of like describ-
ing a color to somebody,” 
Monaco adds, “it’s really hard 

to put into words 
how we’re feel-
ing about it right 
now, but as far as 
being on the same 
page, we at least 
have that down. 
So it’s just a mat-
ter of getting in 
there together and 
figuring out what 
that is”.

Fans can’t ex-
pect this new al-
bum too soon 
though-even once 
they’re in the 
studio the band 
says they are go-
ing to take their 
time and be even 

more picky about 
each song, from the smallest 
details like a shaker or tam-
bourine in the background, 
to make sure they love every 
single one that will be on the 
record. “The amount of care 
that’s gonna go into 
it is gonna be more 
than anything that 
we’ve ever done,” 
Kirch says, “we 
just know that that’s 
what needs to hap-
pen right now.”

They aren’t leav-
ing their fans with-
out new music at 
all while they pre-
pare the new album 
though, as the band 
just released an EP 
on June 24, 2016.

Being no strang-
ers to covering 

songs and loving to switch 
things up from the usual, 
the band decided the release 
an entire EP of covers, from 
old school hits on Side A 
(released on December 18, 
2015) to more recent jams on 
Side B. The songs range from 
Len’s “Steal My Sunshine” 
to Rihanna’s “Bitch Better 
Have My Money,” a mix only 
The Maine could pull off and 
make their own. 

“I think our favorite thing 
about is it feels like you can 
take on an identity of a dif-
ferent band,” Kirch explains, 
“we can try out things that 
we haven’t done yet on our 
albums and then implement 
them down the road.” 

Music videos also accom-
pany the songs, the most in-
teresting being the video for 
“Steal My Sunshine,” some-
thing the band winged at the 
last minute. “I rubbed lotion 
on my friends,” Monaco 
laughed, “it was weird.” 

Their favorite song to 
cover though was Drake’s fa-
mous “Hotline Bling”. “We 
covered it as if we were The 
Killers doing a Drake cov-
er,” Kirch laughs. “It was so 
far detached from what he 
originally recorded but it was 
still the same song,” Monaco 
adds.

As Warped Tour came to 
a close in August, that means 
The Maine’s third run of the 
tour is wraped up only expe-
riencing a few bumps on the 
road. One bump being when 
their tour bus broke down at 
3 a.m. on their way from Cin-
cinnati to Detroit and the en-
tire band and crew had to split 
up and hitch rides with the 
rest of the tour. 

“I think you realize that 
there’s a sense of commu-
nity on Warped Tour,” Mo-
naco says, “but it’s not until 
you really need everyone’s 
help when you really see how 
cool everyone can be, so even 
though it’s a bummer that we 
lost the bus, it’s kind of been 
a highlight”.

The mishap was also 
something that showcased the 
band’s friendship and close-
ness with one another. “It was 
sad because everyone was do-
ing their own thing, but nor-
mally we’re all hanging out 
together all the time,” Nick-
elsen laughs.

The bandmates even start-
ed a group chat and sent texts 
about how much they missed 
each other, even though it 
had only been less than a day 
since they split up. Now that’s 
true friendship!

Aubree Stamper/MJ

Aubree Stamper/MJ

Summer Recap: The Maine

Buster’s Mal Heart  di-
rected by Sarah Adina Smith 
is a chilling and surreal 
thriller following the life of 
Jonah a hotel concierge at 
an isolated hotel, the movie 
switching between his time 
spent navigating through 
isolated mountain vacation 
homes which he breaks into 
to survive grueling winters, 
his time spent lost at sea, and 
flashing back to his life as a 
family man. 

Jonah, played by Mr. Ro-
bot’s Rami Malek, is the pro-
tagonist of this psychological 
thriller, a movie chronicling 
the descent of Jonah’s psyche 
into what leads him to his life 
in the wilderness and his life 
at sea.

The movie begins with Jo-
nah seen escaping the police 
in the mountainside where 
he has been hiding out in 
vacation homes of wealthy 

strangers to survive during 
the harsh winters. The movie 
is split into two journeys of 
Jonah’s life at sea and in the 
mountains. All of this inter-
twining with the flashbacks 
of his old life as a straight 
edge working man looking 
to save money so him and 
his wife can move out of his 
mother-in-law’s home.

Jonah’s life begins to be 
thrown from its routine when 
he is introduced to an un-
known man (played by DJ 
Qualls) who tells Jonah how 
Y2K will bring the end of 
society and much to Jonah’s 
disdain, this stranger begins 
to find his way into Jonah’s 
life. 

The film takes you on a 
journey of Jonah’s existence, 
his relationship with his fam-
ily and the people in his life 
and his relationship with 
something greater than him-
self. The film can be confus-
ing to follow in the exposi-

tion, where the second act of 
the film is when the movie 
begins to tie the knots. First 
then does the film really be-
gin to come together and 
make sense of the parallel 
universes occurring within 
each other.

Malek is a standout perfor-
mance in this film, although 
Qualls’ performance of the 
unknown conspiracy theorist 
works well alongside Malek, 
the film is solely driven by his 
performance. This is Malek’s 
first feature film role, and this 
role was one that was made 
for Malek, this role could be 
promising for more feature 
roles for Malek.

The film was shown at 
TIFF and although it might 
not have the box office ap-
peal for a wide release, there 
is definitely potential for it to 
do well if a streaming service 
picks it up or smaller inde-
pendent theaters show the 
film. 

Buster’s Mal Heart: Film Review Did You 
Check Out 

Arts, Beats, 
and Eats?

By auBree stamper
Photo Editor

Photo courtesy of TIFF

By miranda karanfili
A&E Editor

Photos by Amber Ainsworth/MJ
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New 
Student 

Convocation

Editor: Mary Al-Dieri| umd.mj.studentlife@gmail.com

The New Student Con-
vocation was held Sept. 6, a 
day before the start of the fall 
semester The program was 
held in the Social Sciences 
Building (SSB), the College 
of Arts, Sciences, and Let-
ters (CASL), and at the Field-
house with over 300 fresh-
men, 100 transfer students 

and 200 graduate students.
Working as an orientation 

leader that day, we kicked off 
the event by greeting the many 
students checking in just in 
time for their seminars. The 
freshman seminar was held in 
the SSB and the transfer and 
graduate seminars were held 
at CASL. The freshmen and 
transfer seminars each had an 
open panel which allowed the 
new incoming students to ask 
open-ended questions in rela-
tion to attending the univer-

sity for the first time.
These seminars help guide 

the new incoming students on 

how to better adjust to college 
life through improving their 
studies, lifestyle and social 

standings.
The program was followed 

by the Convocation Ceremo-
ny,  held in the Fieldhouse. 
All students and orientation 
leaders had the impeccable 
opportunity to sing the Michi-
gan Fight Song. All those in 
attendance joined together to 
sing the courageous anthem 

of the university.
Lastly, kicking off towards 

the conclusion of the pro-
gram, students enjoyed them-
selves by cooling off with de-
lectable varieties of ice cream 
at the Chancellor’s Ice Cream 
Social that was held outside 

of the University Center.
The New Student Convo-

cation was certainly a day of 
jubilant approaches towards 
new beginnings for these new 
incoming students. So, “Hail! 
Hail! to Michigan, the cham-

pions of the West”!

By mary aldieri
Student Life Editor

Upcoming Events:

Public Night at the Obser-
vatory- Sept. 14

9 p.m. to 10 p.m. @ Obser-
vatory SLRC

Open House Extravaganza 
– Sept. 14

11 a.m. to 1 p.m. @ 2ND 
Floor of the UC

PanaMO Hispanic Heri-
tage Month Kick-Off Concert 

– Sept. 15
12 p.m. to 2 p.m.@ Car-
peted Lounge in the UC

Dearborn Farmers’ & Arti-
sans Market Walk! – Sept. 16 
11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. @ Patio 

Behind the UC

Exhibit Forbidden Art: Il-
legal works by Concentration 

Camp Prisoners – Sept. 18
2 p.m. to 9 p.m. @ Berkow-

itz Gallery Mardigian Library

Have you ever ventured to 
the second floor of the Uni-

versity Center? 

Have you been in the of-
fices upstairs? 

On Wednesday, Sept. 14 
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m., head 
up to the second floor of the 
UC to check out the Universi-
ty Sponsored Organizations.

Meet members of the or-
ganizations and inquire about 

joining. 

USOs include The Michi-
gan Journal, Campus Video 
Network, Student Govern-
ment, Student Activity Board, 

WUMD and Lyceum 

Photos courtesy of Rachel Leonard
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Michigan football continued to wow in an 
array of areas Saturday, Sept. 10 against their 
opponent, the University of Central Florida. 
While most games showcase the skill of run-
ning backs, quarterbacks, etc., this particular 
game highlighted an often underappreciated 
group of players. 

Every football fan knows that the special 
teams group is a unique and specific assembly 
that can easily make or break any game. Every 
Michigan fan remembers the game in 2012 
against Michigan State where a mere field 
goal clinched the win. Those fans will also un-
fortunately recall the most previous Spartans 
matchup and the repercussions of that special 
teams fluke. 

Michigan football is all about improvement 
and growth each year, and based on what was 
saw Saturday, special teams is no exception. 

The core special teams responsibility this 
season has been placed upon Kenny Allen, 
who has now transitioned into both punting 
and kicking for the Wolverines. And he has 
done it quite well so far. 

This Saturday, Allen made all of his three 
attempted field goals, supplementing his per-
fect statistic this season. Aside from field 
goals, Allen has continued to show strength in 
punting that will continue to make him a huge 
asset this season. 

However, when mentioning special teams’ 
influence in Saturday’s game, it is most cru-
cial to reference the other side of the line. 
From the moment the coin was tossed, it was 
evident that the Wolverines did not want any-
thing getting past them, kicks included. 

The first UCF punt of the game resulted in 
safety Tyree Kinnel sweeping past the line to 

block and thus reduce the ball to just a mere 
13-yard distance. The next punt did not work 
any better and was reduced to just a 27-yard 
travel. 

Just when it seemed Michigan could not 
get any more inconsiderate, defensive end 
Chris Wormley blocked UCF’s only chance 
at some points, a 50-yard field goal attempt. 
In his interview after the game, Wormley was 
asked whether the success on special teams 
was due to preparation or just a bit of luck. 
“We watched the film and blocking those field 
goals was something I think we all thought we 
could do. The kicker kicked pretty low and 
we got good push, put our hands up and made 
plays,” said Wormley. 

While the field goal block actually prevent-
ed points from being scored, the punt blocks 
proved to be equally helpful for the Wol-
verines. Special teams continued to do little 
things, that when added up greatly impacted 
offensive placement. 

Head Coach Jim Harbaugh had only good 
things to say about this group’s performance 
in his press conference post-game. “You just 
don’t want to ever concede points on the board, 
whether it’s an extra point or a field goal. It’s 
been an eight-, nine-play drive or six or seven 
and guys are tired but they just commit them-
selves to one final push to keep points off the 
board. I thought guys did an excellent job. Our 
special teams has really performed well. Been 
very pleased,” said Harbaugh. 

 When a strong special teams group like this 
one can restrain the opponent and regain pos-
session of the ball, people like Wilton Speight 
can work his magic. And that is exactly what 
caused this huge 51-14 blowout. 

By HANNAH GENIG 
Staff Writer

@Han_Solo20

Special Teams Flexes 
Their Muscle Against UCF

straight sets. This match was 
noticeably tougher for the 
Wolverines than the previous 
three, winning 25-22, 25-19, 
and 25-17. 

Finally, in their fifth match 
in 24 hours, the Wolverines 
sealed the tournament win by 
taking down the University 
of Maine at Fort Kent in four 
sets (25-21, 25-21,22-25,25-
20). 

Asked if fatigue had an ef-
fect on her team, senior cap-
tain Colby DeMare answered, 
“Yes! We played three games 
in a row with minimal breaks 
and I can say that this defi-
nitely slowed our game down 
a bit.” 

Regardless, the Wolver-
ines dug deep and made a 
statement in the process. 

“This year is different,” 
said DeMare. “In past years if 
we were down we would just 
die. This team has shown that 
we can always push through 
the tough parts.”

DeMare explained that this 
tournament win is bigger than 
just the weekend.

“This success is changing 
the culture of this team. We 
are a very strong team this 
year and this weekend should 
show other teams in the con-
ference that we won’t be easy 
to beat.”

Wednesday, September 7, 
the Wolverines backed De-
Mare’s statement by winning 
on the road against confer-
ence foe Marygrove in four 
sets (26-24, 16-25, 25-17, 25-
22). 

Alspaugh had nine kills 
and kit .313 over her four 
sets, while Taylor Bejma 

racked up 13 digs.
The win over Marygrove 

was the team’s seventh win 
of the season, which is more 
than they had in their last two 
seasons combined. With still 
19 regular season games left, 
the Wolverines will have the 
chance to continue padding 
that already impressive ac-
complishment.

They will get their next 
chance on Wednesday in 
their home opener at the new 
and improved UM-Dearborn 
Fieldhouse against Indiana 
Tech. The Wolverines are 
tied for second place in the 
WHAC East with the War-
riors, who have dropped their 
only two road games so far 
this year.

After opening up the sea-
son last week with a near per-
fect showing against Hawaii, 
the Michigan Wolverines 
showed some cracks in the 
system against the University 
of Central Florida.

But the No. 5 team in the 
country didn’t let those flaws 
keep them from dominating 
the Knights 51-14.

After a stalled first drive on 
offense, quarterback Wilton 
Speight led the Wolverines 
on a quick six play, 42 yard 
drive that was capped off with 
a three-yard touchdown pass 
to senior tight end Jake Butt.

Starting their offensive 
possessions in the Knights 
territory was a common 
theme to the game for Michi-
gan. 

After the first offensive 
possession that resulted in a 
punt, the Wolverines would 
go on to score on their next 
six possessions, four those 
scores being a touchdown and 
two of them being field goals. 

Late in the first quarter the 
Wolverines got the ball back 
on the Knights’ 45-yard line. 
Instead of needing six plays 
to find the end zone, Speight 
only needed one by throwing 
a deep pass to Amara Dar-
boh for a touchdown. Spei-
ght would end the first half 
having already thrown three 
touchdown passes. 

Similar to last week, once 
the two teams headed to the 
locker rooms for halftime, the 
game was essentially over as 
Michigan was leading 34-7. 

But to make sure the 
foot stayed firmly down on 
the pedal, the Wolverines 

marched down the field on 
their first drive of the second 
half and added another touch-
down. Another quick posses-
sion in which Michigan went 
66-yards in just over three 
minutes. 

But even as lopsided as the 
score showed by the time the 
clock hit all zeros to end the 
ball game, there were some 
concerns.

Michigan had trouble get-
ting their run game going for 
most of the game. On 41 rush-
ing attempts as a team, the 
Wolverines managed to get 
just 2.9 yards per rush - not 
exactly ideal on an inferior. 

Leading rusher De’Veon 
Smith and Chris Evans each 
had one longer run to bump 
up their own yards per rush. 
Evans had nine carries for 
35-yards on the day. But if 
you take out his longest rush 
of 18-yards, Evans only had 
2.1-yards per carry. And if 
you take away Smith’s lon-
gest rush, his yards per carry 
go down to 2.3. 

Head coach Jim Harbaugh 
said that UCF ran a lot of 
“run blitzes” that slowed the 
running game down, but also 
added that his offense used 
that to set-up good play ac-
tion passes that were effective 
all game long.

Defensively the Wolver-
ines had a tough time slow-
ing down UCF’s rushing 
attack. Early in the second 
quarter, Adrian Killins raced 
past Michigan defenders and 
scored on an 87-yard touch-
down - one of the longest 
rushing touchdowns ever 
against a Michigan team.

The Wolverines defensive 
unit which is loaded with 
talent, gave up a handful of 

rushes over 20-yards, a prob-
lem that will have to be ad-
dressed. Michigan has been 
known to struggled against 
high-tempo spread offenses. 
And even holding the Knights 
to just 14 points, some of 
those struggles still showed. 

But outside of the prob-
lems running the football and 
stopping the run, Michigan 
had very little issues in the 
game. 

The Wolverines committed 
just two penalties and didn’t 
turn the ball over once. They 
outgained UCF by over 100 
yards. The defense stepped 
up when it needed to on criti-
cal third downs, the Knights 
would convert just two of 
their 14 attempts. 

Speight made the passing 
game look easy most of the 
game. His day ended late in 
the fourth quarter as he com-
pleted 25 of his 37 passing at-
tempts and totaled 312-yards 
with four touchdowns. 

Harbaugh was very im-
pressed by Speight’s perfor-
mance and liked the courage 
that his signal caller showed.

“First of all quarterback 
throws for four touchdowns 
and over three hundred yards 
that’s a great performance,” 
Harbaugh said. “(He) had 
some courage plays where he 
had to stand in the pocket and 
knew the rusher was coming, 
even made an improv play.”

Most of his yardage was 
spread out between Michi-
gan’s big three at receiver. 
Darboh finished the day with 
111 receiving yards and two 
touchdowns. Butt totaled 
86-yards and two touchdowns 
while Jehu Chesson had 84 
yards.

Michigan Shows Some Flaws, 
Still Dominates UCF

By JERAMY STOVER 
Sports Editor
@jstover96

Volleyball Win Streak
continued from page # 8

Find Your Team!
Sign up for intramural sports at UM-Dearborn

Sports include: Flag football, soccer, and beach volleyball (all are coed)
Registration is open until Friday Sept. 16

$50 entry fee per team
Go to imleagues.com to sign up 

or contact Jordan Sweeney at jsween@umich.edu

Speight, Receivers Show Off 
Chemistry in Game Two

Perhaps one of the most debated topics for 
this season of Michigan Football was the de-
cision of starting quarterback. With the high 
expectations that last year’s starter Jake Ru-
dock had instilled for any future quarterback, 
it comes to no surprise that this decision was 
very carefully thought out and executed. Ever 
since Wilton Speight was revealed as the start-
ing quarterback at the season opener against 
Hawaii, all of the offensive puzzle pieces be-
gan to fit together nicely. 

Despite an interception as his first pass and 
some other small technical issues since, Spei-
ght has continued to represent why he is in-
deed the best person for the job, with the game 
against the University of Central Florida as no 
exception. 

While there should be credit where credit 
is due, the quarterback is only as good as his 
receivers and runners. Luckily for Speight, he 

works alongside athletes like Jehu Chesson,  
Jake Butt and Amara Darboh. 

With any new quarterback, however, comes 
the worry of whether or not the playmaker 
will be able to exude chemistry with his re-
ceivers, both on and off the field. This lack of 
chemistry is alarmingly apparent in some cas-
es when both positions are extremely talented, 
but just not working together harmoniously. 
This quarterback and receiver relationship is a 
crucial skill that must be practiced and consis-
tently focused on. 

Because of his personal interest in the pass-
ing game, it seems as if chemistry is some-
thing that head coach Jim Harbaugh has taken 
into account. On top of that, Harbaugh rou-
tinely mentions Speight’s improvement since 
the bowl game. 

Speight, WRs show off chemistry
continued on michiganjournal.org

Amber Ainsworth/MJ
Kenny Allen made all three of his field goal attempts vs UCF

Amara Darboh led the Wolverines with 111 receiving yards and two touchdowns
Amber Ainsworth/MJ

By HANNAH GENIG 
Staff Writer

@Han_Solo20
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A new wooden floor was put in over the summer to enhance the UM-Dearborn brand.
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By JACK VANASSCHE 
Staff Writer

@JackVanAssche

Stover: Big Year Hopefully Ahead for 
UM-Dearborn Athletics

As the semester has just started academi-
cally, the year for athletics is already well un-
derway. And this could very well turn out to 
be quite the year for University of Michigan-
Dearborn Athletics.

If you haven’t heard - or saw - a wooden 
floor was put in the Fieldhouse this past sum-
mer. It will not only be more fun to play on but 
also enhances the Wolverine brand. The new 
feature to the home of UM-Dearborn Athletics 
will help reel in future recruits.

But the shiny new wooden floor won’t be 
the only source of smiles this year. The teams 
that play inside the Fieldhouse could not only 
have impressive seasons but could possibly 
break records.

After the men’s basketball team had to va-
cate a handful of wins last season the record 
for wins in a season was not broken. But there 
is enough talent on the Wolverines squad to 
eclipse and possibly shatter the 13 win mark. 

Head coach Taylor Langley will be enter-
ing his third season at the helm and has done 
a good job of building the program. After 
bringing in an All-Conference caliber player, 
Marcus Williams, two years ago, Langley has 
brought in a couple more transfer players to 
help the returning players make a run at the 
national tournament.

Speaking of the national tournament the 
UM-Dearborn hockey team will look to make 
their second consecutive trip to nationals this 
season. After a minimal loss of the roster, head 
coach Chris Haltinner has plenty of experience 
and skill on his team to make that happen. 

And keep in mind that the hockey team won 
their conference tournament and their opening 
game at nationals without star player Tyler 
Groat. If Groat can stay healthy for the entire 
season he will undoubtedly show why he is 
one of the best players in the country. 

A Wolverines team that is currently in mid-
season has gotten off to it’s best start in years. 
The volleyball team currently sits at 7-4 after 
rattling off six straight wins including winning 
the Husson Invitational in Maine. The vol-
leyball team is off to their best start since the 
2012-13 season when they started 10-3. 

After another solid season for the softball 
team, head coach Scott Combs will look to 
take his team to the next level by winning the 
conference tournament. The softball team did 
lose a few key seniors to graduation but have 
a good young core and one of the best pitchers 
in the conference, Gina Verduzco. 

The women’s basketball team will look to 
rebound after a disappointing season. After be-
ing hired as the head coach this past summer, 
Jordan Sweeney can build off the momentum 
he gained last season as the interim coach for 
the last third of the season. Sweeney has a tall 
mountain to climb, but seeing how much the 
team improved after he took over last season, 
confidence has to be up. 

Things are looking good for UM-Dearborn 
Athletics. There’s a nice looking new wooden 
floor in the gym and most of the teams are 
going in the right direction - some are even 
looked at as potential conference champions. 

If things go the right way and the teams 
play as well as they can, we might see some 
banners being raised in the Fieldhouse very 
soon.

Volleyball Wins Husson Invitational, 
Extends Win Streak to Six

After winning only one 
of their first five matches, 
the University of Michigan- 
Dearborn volleyball team 
traveled nearly 900 miles to 
Maine last week for the Hus-
son University Volleyball In-
vitational Tournament. 

The Wolverines (7-4, 1-0 
Wolverine-Hoosier Athletic 
Conference) could not be 
stopped, blowing out their 
opponents and only dropping 

one set on their way to win-
ning the tournament.  

Upon arriving in Maine, 
the Wolverines handled their 
first two opponents with ease, 
sweeping Unity College and 
the University of Maine at 
Presque Isle.  In each set the 
Wolverines were victorious 
by at least 11 points. 

The Wolverines’ renovated 
fast-paced offense proved too 
mighty for the opposition. 
Exceptional setting by fresh-
man Daniella Barile paired 
well with the accurate offen-

sive weapons wearing maize 
and blue such as junior Bri 
Alspaugh. 

Saturday, saw the Wol-
verines continue their suc-
cess from the day before by 
sweeping the University of 
Maine at Machias. In each 
set, the Wolverines won by at 
least 12 points. 

After a short break, the 
Wolverines took down the 
host school, Husson, again in 
Volleyball Win Streak
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