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Controversial Right to Work legislation to go
through Michigan House today

BY ELIZABETH BASTIAN
MANAGING EDITOR

Union workers spent this
past weekend receiving
civil disobedience training
in preparation for the
protests planned for yesterday and today in response
to the right-to-work bills
that went through the
Michigan legislature on December 6.,
Extra Michigan State police officers have been
called to the Capitol building and several parking meters have been covered, as a
crowd of over 7,000 is expected in Lansing to support or protest Senate Bill
116, House Bill 4003, and
House Bill 4054.
Right-to-work legislation makes it illegal to require employees to provide
financial support to unions
as a condition of employment. According to the National Right to Work Legal
Defense Foundation, rightto-work laws are neither
pro- or anti-union, but focus
on the individual freedom
of all Americans from
“compulsory unionism.”
If the bills are approved

by the legislature and Governor Snyder, a process that
could be completed as early
as today, Michigan will be
the 24th state in the country
with right-to-work laws.
They will join all of the
southeast and several states
along the Mississippi corridor.
Of the top 10 states in
per capita income in 2011,
seven were not right-to
work states. Of the bottom
10 states with the lowest
per capita income, seven

were right to work states.
For U of M Dearborn
students graduating this
weekend, legislation such
as this could have a huge
impact on their future careers.
“I would say that as far
as graduating students are
concerned, I think there is a
great cause for concern
when looking at other states
that have adopted right to
work, and what has happened to wages in those
states,” said David Knezek,

a U of M Dearborn student
and an incoming Michigan
House Representative for
District 11. “With decreasing wages, decreased access
to benefits, and increased
workplace safety, it will be
hard to convince Michigan
graduates to stay in this
state, and to invest in it as
well.”
Governor Rick Snyder
stated in 2011 that right to
work legislation was too divisive, and was not on his
agenda. This position al-

position. It causes me to
wonder what outside individuals, what outside funding sources, backed him
into a corner and forced this
reversal in his position.”
Snyder met with Congressional Democrats Monday morning, as well as
with President Barack
Obama after his stop in
Redford to discuss the controversial legislation.
The Legislature will be
called into session at 10
a.m. this morning.

tered this past Thursday,
when he announced that the
bills would be introduced in
the Republican-controlled
Congress and that he would
sign the bills should they
land on his desk.
“I think (Snyder’s position) demonstrates a complete lack of integrity,” said
Knezek. “He campaigned as
a moderate. He said just a
few weeks ago that right to
work was not on his agenda
and in a period of a day or
so, completely reverses his
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Michigan Union workers rally again the Right to Work legislation

UM-D offers new
geography minor
BY LAURA CLARK
NEWS EDITOR

Beginning next month,
The University of Michigan- Dearborn will offer
an undergraduate minor in
geography, housed within
the College of Arts, Sciences, and Letters Department.
In a survey of more
than 100 UM-Dearborn
students, over half had indicated that they would be
interested in pursuing a
minor in geography if it
were offered.
Two new courses are
currently in the works for
the new minor, and elective courses already being
offered will also count toward it. The geography
minor will require two
prerequisite courses, a geographic
techniques
course, and at least nine
credit hours of elective
courses in geography. The
recently approved geography minor has been in the

works for six years.
“Geography is very interdisciplinary,”
said
Barry Wauldron, a UMDearborn geography lecturer. “Students can study
almost anything they are
interested in, as it exists
on the Earth’s surface.”
Wauldon and fellow
UM-Dearborn geography
lecturer Claudia Walters
commented on the need
for a geography minor,
and the relationship between geography and current global issues.
“Here in the U.S.,
there’s a lot of geographic
illiteracy. People don’t
have a good understanding of where things are
and how they interrelate,”
Walters said.
Wauldron agreed.
“How are we supposed to
be the leaders of the
global economy when we
don’t know where anything is on the globe?”
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Supreme Court has begun to take on cases for Gay rights and marriage equality

Gay Marriage enters the Judicial Arena
BY JASON SINGER
STAFF WRITER

Same-sex couples across
the nation hold their breath
as the Supreme Court takes
on for the first time cases
from New York and California that tests the rights of gay
couples.
Gay Rights and marriage
equality have taken an even
bigger focus on the national
forefront of the political
arena ever since President
Barack Obama made history
by becoming the first president in history to support
same-sex marriage.
"I want everyone treated
fairly in this country. We
have never gone wrong when
we've extended rights and responsibilities to every-
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body…That doesn't weaken
families, that strengthens
families,” said Barack
Obama back in April on an
appearance on The View.
One of the contentious issues is D.O.M.A, or the Defense of Marriage Act, which
passed in 1996 under the
Clinton administration,
which defines marriage as a
union between
a man and a woman for federal and state recognition.
This has prevented married same-sex couples who
have been married in states
where gay marriage has become legal from getting federal marriage benefits; in
particular estate and marriage
taxes along with insurance issues as well.
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In 2012 this has become the
new face of the Civil Rights
Movement; fights for
citizens of the United States
to be equal to everyone else
no matter who they love. It
raises questions whether the
United States is drifting away
from its intended purpose: a
separation of Church and
State.
The four liberal Justices
include Elena Kagan, Sonya
Sotomayor, Ruth Bader Ginsburg, and Stephen Breyer are
expected to shoot down
D.O.M.A and possibly declare it as unconstitutional.
However, Antonin Scalia and
Clarence Roberts are outspoken opponents of marriage
equality. Speculation surrounds Chief Justice John
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Roberts, whose stance on
marriage equality remains to
be seen.
The fate of many may rest on
the decisions of a few. This
may be a diminishing hope
to many waiting to get married to their significant others, but if anything the recent
election has waved a clear
sign to many politicians.
The political tides are
changing. The demographic
of the electorate is getting
younger and more socially
liberal meaning that growing
support for marriage equality
is growing exponentially by
the day. It is no longer a matter of if. It is a matter of
when.
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Carol A. Goss to speak at UMDearborn Fall commencement
BY SAVANNAH RHEINHART

COPY EDITOR

Carol A. Goss is the
keynote speaker at the
University of MichiganDearborn’s
commencement
ceremony
on
Saturday, December 15.
Goss is the president and
CEO of the Skillman
Foundation.
After joining the Skillman Foundation in 1998,
she continued to fulfill

the mission of the foundation to improve the lives
of children in Metro Detroit. Goss has won numerous awards, including
Detroit’s Idealist in Action award, Olivet College’s
Leadership
in
Individual and Social Responsibility Award, 2010
Michiganian of the Year,
and the 2007 James A.
Joseph Lecturer.
Goss graduated from

the University of Michigan with a B.A. in sociology and M.S.W.
Other speakers include
UM-Dearborn’s
Vice
Chancellor Daniel Little,
Jonathan Smith, William
E. Stirton, Kate Davy,
provost and vice chancellor for academic affairs at
UM-Dearborn, and student Gabrielle Boyer, who
is graduating with distinction with a B.A. in political science.
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Carol A. Goss, President and CEO of the Skillman Foundation

Michigan Congress
experiencing ‘Lame Duck’
session
BY
RACHEL CHAMBERLIN
GUEST WRITER

Michigan’s 96th Legislature is certainly experiencing a Lame Duck
session for the
history books. It can be
best described as the epitome of both partisan polarization
and bipartisanship.
In the November election, Democrats won five
very contested seats to
narrow the
Republican majority in the
Michigan House of Representatives to 59-51. While
there is some hope that
Republicans and Democrats will work together on
areas which they agree on,
all negotiations have been
hampered by the looming
Republican discussion
on passing Right-to-Work
legislation. The newly
elected Democratic Leader
for the 97th Legislature,
Tim Greimel (Pontiac) has
warned House Speaker
Jase Bolger that if Republicans pursue Right-toWork,
many
of
his
Democratic colleagues
would vote “no” on seating Mr. Bolger as the
Speaker in the new ses-

sion, which has
primarily been a historical
precedent that elects the
Speaker unanimously.
On the top of the bipartisan agenda that Republicans and Democrats in the
Michigan legislature are
trying to find common
ground is the development
of a regional
transit authority for Macomb, Oakland, Washtenaw, and Wayne counties
in an effort
to better serve residents of
the Metro-Detroit area.
The Obama administration
has agreed that once
Michigan forms the authority, it will qualify for
many more
federal grant dollars to expand services. Also, on the
bipartisan agenda is to develop a Detroit Lighting
Authority, which would
have a bonding capacity to
raise funds to replace broken streetlights, a responsibility
that
the
cash-strapped City of Detroit cannot afford.
However, on the top of
the partisan agenda, Republicans have turned up
the heat
on very controversial issues that tend to cause

more polarization and
gridlock in a
likely effort to get a few
Democrats to shiver and
give in on issues that Republicans
likely care more about. In
discussions
between
House and Senate Republicans
with Governor Snyder, Republicans were told to develop a “wish list” of
issues
t hat they would like to see
passed if Right-to-Work
was shelved. In the mean
time, Republicans have
been working hard to develop a new plan to replace the
repealed the Emergency
Financial Manager law,
overthrown by the electorate in the November
election, along with a
number of other issues that
would require some
Democratic support to
pass.
Although the number of
days left in this Lame
Duck session are dwindling quickly, it is still unclear just what will pass,
what will fall short, and
what will be placed on
hold. At this point––
anything could happen.
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“Congress shall make no law . . . abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press. . .”
First Amendment of the United States Constitution

So long, farewell!
The Michigan Journal says goodbye

A Love Letter to
UM-Dearborn

BY STEPHANIE COSBY

STAFF COLUMNIST

iece hurr

Troy A. Blevins, left, and Stephanie Cosby on the last Michigan Journal production day of the semester. We thank
them for all their hard work and wish them luck in the real world! Photo by Sarah Lewis/MJ.

This is Troy Blevins, signing off!
“I am glad to have
witnessed the difference
I have made on this
campus.”
BY TROY A. BLEVINS
WEB

EDITOR

<?php get_the_tissues(); ?>
I'm not exactly sure where
to begin, but maybe a quick
introduction of who I am before we get down to business.
My name is Troy A.
Blevins and I am the Webmaster, Web Editor, Web Designer,
Social
Media
Correspondent... "Web Guru"
of the Michigan Journal. Almost anything you read on
MichiganJournal.org or saw
on our Facebook, Twitter, or
Tumblr feeds was most likely
posted by me for the publication.
I wrote a few things for the
paper that mostly involved
around technology, the university or entertainment news.
But my real and true passion
was discovering how to share
every writer’s stories in new
and creative ways with Twitter
and Facebook integration, galleries, embedding videos, and
even newspaper columns.
How it began
Before getting involved
with the paper, I was one of
those students who would
come to school, eat and study
whenever I could find a table
at the University Center and
go home.
That all changed in No-

vember 2011 during my studies at the University of Michigan-Dearborn.
Former
Editor-in-Chief Samantha Elliott and former Managing Editor Ben Dixon were seeking a
Web Editor at the time for the
Michigan Journal. I explained
to them my past experience in
creating websites (since 1999
by the way) and my internship
over the past summer.
The course I was taking
with them was Business and
Automotive Reporting, taught
by Professor Tim Kiska. To
think that if I had never enrolled in that class, I may have
never been a part of this paper.
Working on the website
The Michigan Journal's
website was relatively new at
the time, just launching on a
new domain using WordPress.
The previous website domain
for the Michigan Journal
(themichiganjournal.com) had
expired. Thus, almost everything had to start from scratch.
Blake Billmaier, our former
Webmaster, and I both shared
similar ideas and concepts,
which helped to further merge
together ideas only possible
when you combine science
and the liberal arts.
One of the concepts I
brought to the table this year
was creating a brand new logo
for the publication. We had

gone through a few different
designs before ultimately
coming up with the logo we
have today.
Thank you, UM-Dearborn
But there's more than meets
the eye. There are so many
people that helped bring the
website to where it is today.
The editors, writers and readers have helped increase readership not only on our
campus, but throughout the
world.
I want to thank the past and
current editorial staff of the
Michigan Journal, who have
welcomed me into their family. I wish the best of luck to
the returning editorial staff in
the winter, including Tommy
Alexander, who will oversee
operations of the website and
social media platforms. I also
believe the ever incredible
duo, Sarah Lewis and Elizabeth Bastian, will definitely
bring even more ideas to the
website.
Finally, I am proud to become a graduate of the University of Michigan-Dearborn
and am glad to have witnessed
the difference I have made on
this campus.
I end this piece with one of
my favorite quotes:
"Stay hungry, stay foolish."
-Steve Jobs

In the Fall of 2008 I was
18, fresh out of high school
and unsure about everything.
I knew I needed (and wanted)
to go to college right away
but I had no idea what career
direction I wanted to pursue
nor what school I should attend.
I chose UM-Dearborn at
the suggestion of a very wise
and very encouraging high
school teacher. I hadn’t really
thought about it until he mentioned it, but the more I considered it, the better it
seemed. UM-Dearborn provided high quality education,
was close to home and much
more affordable that most of
my alternatives.
So I enrolled thinking I’d
take my basic requirements,
figure out what I wanted to do
and then transfer somewhere
else to complete my degree.
But then I fell in love with
this place.
It sounds corny, but it’s
true. I’ve had my fair share of
mishaps and small complaints
(like how the Wifi NEVER
seems to work and you can’t
walk to your car without getting stalked by five other
drivers desperate for that
prime parking spot) but over-

all, UM-Dearborn has been
amazing. How so?
First, some of the most
dedicated, intelligent, passionate and hilarious people I
have ever met attend school
here. Students come from all
walks of all, all races, socioeconomic statuses, religions,
cities and life experiences.
Everyone has their own interests, goals and dreams. (Yes,
we’re all delicate, unique
snowflakes at heart.) It’s been
eye-opening and exciting to
get to know all of these different people. I met some of my
best friends here and I am better equipped to go out and
help others.
Second, we have some
kick ass professors. The professors I’ve been lucky
enough to take classes with
were worldly, knowledgeable,
understanding, enthusiastic
and engaging. They made me
excited to learn. They made it
worth trudging through hours
of reading and writing papers
because they showed me how
to connect theory to real life,
they taught me ways to
sharpen my writing, research
and critical thinking skills and
they challenged me to always
do better. (Plus, they were
often hilarious. I can’t tell you
how many Dr. Woodward and
Dr. Radine quotes I have
scribbled in the margins of
my old notebooks.)
Third, this school provides
a huge range of opportunities
for personal growth, for giving back and for building a
career. While the prospect of
job hunting in this economy is
terrifying, I feel confident to

go seek my great perhaps
(thank you, John Green) because of the experiences I’ve
gained through opportunities
provided by the Humanities/History Internship Program, guest lectures (Jessica
Care Moore, Michael Eric
Dyson, Lt. Dan Choi, and SO
many more), film screenings,
student events, volunteers
days and more.
Fourth, we have awesome
student life. We may be a primarily commuter campus but
we still have dozens of organizations geared toward every
interest under the sun. These
groups are run by some of the
hardest working people and
put on events that made me
excited to come to campus.
Getting involved is also the
best thing you can do to meet
like-minded individuals, challenge yourself and work with
others. I’ll be forever grateful
that I forced my shy, introverted self to those first WILL
and Michigan Journal meetings because I met some of
the best people and grew so
much as a result.
The future is still wide
open and unknown, but I’m
walking away from here with
a multitude of marketable
skills, a swath of fulfilling experiences, and a bunch of
great and supportive friends.
I know myself much better
than I did when I first walked
in here four and a half years
ago.
I walked in 18 and unsure.
I’m walking out 22, excited to
see what the future holds and
in love with what UM-Dearborn has done for me.

An Apocalyptic Relief
BY JASON SINGER
STAFF COLUMNIST

Overachievers, good news!
You can put down those
books, pencils, and 5-hour Energy drinks and stop worrying
about your impending finals.
Because there is a bigger impending event you should be
worrying about.
The Apocalypse.
That’s right, according to
the Mayan Calendar, the end
of the world will take place in
just a few weeks on December
21. So sit back, relax, maybe
pop a bottle or two of
sparkling cider, and wait for
the world to end.
I have been hearing all of
the nervous jitters going
around; the inexplicable stress
associated with a date that
some indigenous tribal witch
predicted five thousand years
ago. But what is the point of
stressing?
Call it a suicidal, indifferent state of mind, but I figure
there is nothing you can really
do so why not enjoy your last
couple weeks on Earth. I have
resigned to the same mindset
I have when I get on an air-

plane: If it falls out of the sky,
I can’t fly, I’m not made out of
steel so really no point in disrupting my peaceful voyage
with unnecessary stress.
One positive prospect you
can look forward to about the
world ending is that it is going
to take place before Christmas. Think of how much
money you will save now that
you don’t have to buy presents!
But then again one question
particularly has been plaguing
my mind: If the Mayans were
so smart why did they vanish
seemingly overnight? You’d
think a population riddled
with geniuses would manage
to prolong their survival by at
least a few thousand years.
New Age interpretations of
the not-so-special 21 of December suggest that the
human species will undergo a
“positive physical or spiritual
transformation”. God do I
hate optimists. There of
course has to be a group of
people out there that have to
flip the Apocalypse into some
happy-go-lucky event. As if
mankind deserves a second
chance.

I would like, for a moment,
to play Devil’s advocate and
assert why the end of the
world might not be such a bad
thing.
For all intents and purposes, Homo sapiens have
been around for approximately 200,000 years. Since
then more blood has been
shed on this planet thanks to
one species alone more than
any other Doom’s Day event
that has ever taken place.
Wars are fought, hate spreads,
and resources are depleted.
Humans have become something more than what nature
intended; we tend to think of
ourselves separate from animals. But we are not. The only
thing that sets us apart from
our household cat is our selfishness. Although, I have met
many selfish cats before.
So just when you think the
world is ending because
you’ve waited until the last
minute to cram that 12 page
paper in or you haven’t practiced for your Spanish Oral
exam, just take a minute to reflect that maybe, just maybe,
it isn’t actually the end of the
world.
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Letters to the Editor
On America’s prison system
James makes quilts and
teddy bears for homeless shelters. He raises money for
local schools, and facilitates
conflict resolutions and mediation training. He has also
served twenty-five years of a
mandatory life sentence for a
crime he committed when he
was fifteen.
Due to a recent Supreme
Court decision, James and
other juvenile offenders sentenced to mandatory life in
prison will have a chance to
have their parole restored and
sentences reduced because of
the reexamination of mitigating factors.
A mitigating factor is anything that can explain why a
youth who committed a certain crime may be less capable than an adult committing
the same crime, e.g. a difficult
childhood, harsh family circumstances, living in a rough
neighborhood, drug/alcohol
use, psychological issues,
lack of guidance, and evi-

dence that with time and maturation, the offender who
committed the crime would
no longer be likely to commit
a similar crime.
The case of Miller v. Alabama requires that for a youth
to be sentenced to a life without parole the court must consider mitigating factors that
could affect the mind or behavior of the youth, and could
lead to the commission of the
crime.
While mandatory sentences were originally designed to equalize sentences
among offenders, the unintended consequences have
backfired dramatically. Because Michigan law requires
mandatory life without parole
sentences to those convicted
of first degree murder, James
never had a meaningful hearing about mitigating factors
and his sentence is now unconstitutional.
While Miller v. Alabama is
a step in the right direction,

James and the 360+ juveniles
sentenced to mandatory life in
Michigan can technically be
resentenced to life, without
the possibility of parole. Unfortunately, life with or without the possibility of parole in
Michigan means life. This is
why, now more than ever, it is
necessary for Michigan citizens to contact their local and
state representatives and express support for the elimination of mandatory life
sentences for juveniles.
Sincerely,
Lacino, Gabrielle, Al,
Marcel and Shelby
Note: The authors of this
letter are members of the University of Michigan-Dearborn, Inside Out Prison
Exchange program, which is
partnered with Ryan Correctional Facility in New Haven.
Due to the nature of the program and for the protection of
the students, only first names
are used.

To the Editor,
As I look at my 11th grade
English class, it pains me to
know that potentially 12 out
of 30 (40%) of my African
American male students will
go to jail and never get a
chance to continue their education.
As dropout rates steadily
increase, more minority men
and women are imprisoned
and therefore denied an opportunity to advance past a
GED or equivalent.
Higher education is the
path to citizenship for prisoners seeking to become productive individuals upon release.
Offering higher education to
prisoners, very few of whom
have had the opportunity to attend college prior to incarceration, may be especially
valuable in a society where

postsecondary credentials are
increasingly necessary to gain
access to living-wage jobs.
Without jobs that pay a living
wage, ex-offenders often return to criminal activity.
A University of Missouri
study has shown that offenders who earned a GED and a
full-time job after release had
a 33 percent lower recidivism
rate. This number would increase if prisoners were given
the opportunity to pursue
higher education. The benefits
of this change would be both
on the individual and community level. This initiative will
advance and exemplify rehabilitation while also serving as
a panacea for the ‘have not’
inconveniences of incarcerated men to gain post-secondary and professional
training skills before re-enter-

ing society.
Ex-offenders will become
educated and responsible citizens. The benefits to the community involve lower rates of
crime committed by repeat offenders, lower recidivism
rates, which will save taxpayer dollars and a population
of people who can contribute
to society in a positive way.
Career oriented inmates
clearly send a positive message to the community that
they have sought redemption
for the terrible decisions made
in the past.
Offering higher education
to prisoners will catapult incredible change in our country
and our communities.
Sincerely,
James, Gina, Allon,
Jameson, Randy, and Tia

On Network Neutrality
Bad for business, bad for consumers
BY WALTER KENNEDY
GUEST COLUMNIST

Freedom of speech is a
right that allows people to
say what they choose without
fear of negative repercussions; however, the freedom
to hear what is being said is
often overlooked under this
protection.
This freedom of speech is
useless without the complementary freedom of access,
to receive what is being said.
It is this freedom of unrestricted access to information
online that currently under
threat from internet service
providers.
Free and equal access to
information for all users is
the defining characteristic of
the internet. Of all the ways
to communicate information,
the internet has the lowest
barriers to entry for content
producers. With very little resources, an individual can
produce content with the potential to reach a global audience. It is this characteristic
of near universally flat playing field that has made the internet a vital tool for free
speech and democratic movements internationally.
The Achilles heel of the
internet has always been, and
still is, the internet service
providers (ISPs). These are
the companies that own and
control the networks upon
which the information flows.
They are the gatekeepers who
control the access to information for consumers and businesses. . Due to the massive
capital investments in infrastructure that are required to
operate the internet infrastructure, they operate as
controlled monopolies under
government
regulation,
which means most consumers have few if any
choices.
Internet service providers
are currently restrained in
their attempts to block access
to content through the Federal Communications Commission Broadband Policy
Statement of 2005; however,
there are questions to

“Network neutrality needs to be
enforced online for all content
all users regardless of their
method of access to content...
preferential service should not
be given to any content.”
whether or not this addresses
mobile devices or access tiering.
Access tiering is proving
preferential bandwidth to
specific content selected by
the ISP, essentially charging
the content provided a fee to
allow consumers to access
their content at a faster speed.
This fee to the content
provider would be in addition
to the fees already charged to
consumers for internet access.
Currently the scheme of
tiering has been prevented by
the FCC’s rules on access;
however, it is unclear
whether or not these rules
apply to mobile devices and
mobile internet. The significance of this is that mobile
internet traffic is the fastest
growing segment of internet
usage as a percentage of total
internet traffic.
Government regulation
has forced ISPs to base their
business model on subscriber
fees from consumers; however, the evolution of technology is outpacing the
current legal protections.
This has lead internet service
providers to push for a commoditization of bandwidth
capacity targeting mobile
web users. Mobile internet is
a newer technology compared to hard line internet
connections, such as broadband and dial-up access,
which means content is not as
rigidly protected.
It is my opinion that network neutrality needs to be
enforced online for all content and all users regardless
of their method of access to
the content. Preferential serv-

ice should not be given to any
content,
and
content
providers should not be
forced to pay fees for a faster
connection speed with their
audience.
Mobile internet access on
internet access combined
with the business drive to
maximize value has continually led to companies attempting to commoditize
bandwidth capacity which
would destroy net neutrality.
If internet neutrality cannot be assured not only will it
have devastating ramifications on free speech and democratic movements globally,
but it will undermine and destroy innovation in all sectors
of industry dependent on internet based commerce.
The cost of the fees imposed by ISPs on content
producers will either be
passed on to consumers, for
companies that sell physical
products, or cripple internet
based media companies destroying innovation.
Heavy bandwidth consuming companies such as Facebook and Google would have
a hard time surviving in an
environment where their connection speed with their audience was limited. Companies
such as Amazon, which depend on high product volume
at razor thin profit margins,
would have to raise prices to
purchase bandwidth driving
away customers.
Network neutrality is essential for democracy, unless
you feel that your internet
service provider would be
fair and equitable commoditizing internet bandwidth capacity for their own
purposes.

“Cosplay is hard work,” writes Cory Page. “Cosplay is done for the love - not the attention.” Unfortunately, most
geek girls get a bad rap and are accused of being attention seeking. Photo courtesy www.cosplay.com.

You go, geek girls!
BY CORY PAGE
GUEST COLUMNIST

Nerdom: One of the last active chapters of the “He-Man
Woman Hater’s Club.” Let me
be clear: as a nerd, I love
geeky girls. If they were a
Facebook status, I’d Like
them. If they were a hashtag,
I’d keep them trending. Having said that, I recognize how
hostile the geek world is towards female members.
There’s been a disturbance
in the Force lately caused by a
comic book artist named Tony
Harris. On Facebook, he
bashed female cosplayers,
writing that they are lying,
semi-attractive harpies that are
preying on the social insecurities of male geeks. That’s a
paraphrase, but if you check
out the post, you’ll find it’s
relatively accurate. I take
great offense to his statement
for two reasons: 1) His insulting diatribe towards his female fans was not only poorly
written, but hateful, serving
not greater purpose than to belittle women. And 2) His argument assumes that most male
nerds are socially inept and
unable to to talk to girls.
Hey, buddy. Let me tell
you a little something about
stereotypes: they cut both
ways. As you demonize a
group of people through malicious stereotype, you do a disservice to yourself and the
group you claim to represent.
I’m no Casanova, Tony, but
I’m capable of talking to a girl
without wetting myself. I
don’t go home and “pleasure
myself” (his words) to the
memory of a girl who happened to talk to me. I’m not
sure which geeks you’re

speaking for, but I’m not a
part of them. In fact, among
everyone in my Dungeons &
Dragons group, I can’t think
of anybody that fits that description. And I’m betting
those attention-starved, vindictive women you’re attacking are equally as fictional.
This brings me to my main
point: in geek culture, women
are setup to lose.
Cosplay is hard work. You
can’t buy quality costumes at
Halloween USA. Properly
done, constructing a costume
can take over 40 hours of diligent and painstaking labor. A
friend of mine, Rachel, works
hard to create a new costume
for Youmacon each year. The
girl barely has enough money
to cover rent every month, but
she sometimes spends six
hours of her free time a week
cutting and sewing. Cosplay is
done for the love - not the attention. Contrary to what Harris said, cosplayers don’t
“Google search” for a reference without knowing the
character. Truth be told, that
behavior is more likely found
in booth models and they’re
paid by the companies that
own the rights to said character. So if anyone is to blame
for cosplay girls who aren’t
“in the know,” it’s the same
companies that cut Mr. Harris’
check.
But let’s dig deeper into
the argument about these
scantily-clad ladies who are
only picking the “most revealing” characters to dress as.
Well, not many female comic
book or video game characters
are worthy of aspiration. Lara
Croft, the go-to image for
women in video games, was
recently brought into contro-

versy for graphic scenes of attempted rape in her latest
game. Wonder Woman, the
best-known female superhero
who is not a counterpart of a
male hero (Super Woman,
Batgirl, etc.) is frequently
bound and subjugated like an
S&M posterchild. Even villains like Black Cat, the female foil to Spiderman, is
envisioned as a sexuallycharged, leather-clad, buxom
female who takes what she
wants. Female cosplayers
aren’t making the costume
choices they are because they
want to take advantage of
men. They make those costume choices because there
are no other female roles provided by gaming and comic
book industries.
So here’s the part where I
apologize: Oh, glorious geek
girls, I come before you as a
humbled dude-dork. For all
the times I have taken flak for
being a geek, I never imagined
that my situation would be
significantly harder had I been
a woman. But I ask that you
not give up on being nerdy.
Band together. Demand fair
treatment. Break down some
boundaries. I want to see you
at Cons, in forums, and on
leaderboards. Prove to nonbelievers like Tony Harris that
you can be a woman AND a
geek. This is a frontier for
feminism. You may not be the
heroes that old-fashioned,
misogynistic elitists want, but
you’re the heroes that this
subculture needs.
Follow #1ReasonWhy on
Twitter to see the plight of
women within the gaming industry. Add your own experience and help spread
awareness.
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End of the World Part Two:
Successes and Accomplishments

BY ELIZABETH BASTIAN
MANAGING EDITOR

It’s the last paper of 2012,
and my last column of the
year.
Last year, a friend expressed sentiments that if the
world does end later this
month, they will be extremely
unhappy with leaving the potentiality of what they could
have done behind. I took that
to heart. Of course, I could not
complete an entire bucket list
in one year with 8 months of
school and a waitress’s salary.
But I did make a conscious effort to take more risks, be
more conscious of the impact
I was making, and to do things
that I would be proud of.
When 2012 began, I was in
a very different place than I
am now. Since January, I have
done so much that I never
would have thought was possible, and some things that I
simply had never done before.
I went camping. I baked
vegan desserts. I saw Florence
Welch in concert (and may or
may not have cried…). I
rushed the field at the Big
House. I jumped out of a plane
2 miles above sea level!
There are too many numerous events that have occurred
and goals I have accomplished
in these past twelve months,
but there are a select few I am
exceptionally proud of.
In mid-April, I road-tripped
it down to Ohio (I know,

GROSS) with six close
friends to compete in what is
labeled the “toughest event on
the planet”: Tough Mudder.
11.5 miles with 27 militarystyle obstacles, including a
greased quarter pipe, electric
wires, and a 30 foot jump off a
platform into freezing water.
Oh, and mud. Lots of mud.
Did I mention it was 40 degrees and raining?
It wasn’t just the fact that I
finished the race. It was the
fact that I had somehow found
the discipline to train for eight
months, working through injuries both major and minor in
order to be ready for this
event. Even more life-changing was the journey my
friends and I took together as
we trained and then ran the
course together. I could not
have completed Tough Mudder without them. We pulled
each other up and over obstacles, we lifted each other, we
caught each other, we cheered
each other on. It was absolutely miserable, and I have
never been so sore in my life.
But I immediately signed up
for another Tough Mudder this
summer after I finished.
Why?
Because it was the most rewarding thing I have ever
done.
Something else happened
this past year that I had always
dreamed about, but never actually thought would happen.
As those of you who followed
my blog this past summer
know, I spent six weeks in
June and July living in the
heart of Rome and digging up
an ancient Roman town.
Every kid dreams of digging up bones, of just grabbing a shovel and finding
something never discovered
buried underneath the dirt. I

never thought my dream
would become a reality, much
less that I would make it a reality. While the trip itself was,
hands down, the greatest thing
I have ever done in my life, it
happened because of me. I
found the field school, I applied, I saved the money, I
booked the plane ticket. This
may sound trivial, even selfish; but I guess I am just proud
because it was one of the first
truly “adult” things I felt like I
have done.
I honestly still cannot believe I was there. Remembering the kiss of the midday
Italian sun while curled under
a fleece blanket in December
is definitely helping me get
through the winter.
Last week I talked about
my failures, those goals I set
that I just didn’t have the motivation or time dedication to
get around to. But I did have
motivation to do some things
that I always wanted, or that I
had never thought was possible. I made these things happen.
Pride may goeth before the
fall, but hey, I least I had some
fun before I go. I don’t think
there’s anything wrong with
having some pride in what
you do, or in what you have
done.
I said 2012 was going to be
my year, and it was. If the
world does end in nine days, I
will be content with what I accomplished in my short time
on earth.
On that note, I hope you all
enjoy a very Merry Christmas,
Happy Hanukkah, Happy
Kwanzaa, a great Festivus, or
whatever kind of cheerfulness
you celebrate this time of year
in the inevitable post-Apocalyptic world. See you in 2013,
if we’re lucky?

So, you want to “fix” me?
BY MARYANNE RAFKA
STAFF COLUMNIST

What is it with people
(mostly white and male and
religious) who think it’s okay
to go around telling gay people that there’s something
wrong with them? Why do
they think that they have a
cure to “fix” the gay person’s
“disease”?
I’ve been encountering this
a lot, especially recently and
here on campus. When someone finds out about my sexuality, they take it upon
themselves to throw Bible
verses at me and tell me they
can “help me.” Well, here’s
the thing: neither I nor anyone
else needs any help for their
sexuality. Often times, I have
the urge to either quote Jesus
back to them, or explain to
them that their book, which is
thousands of years old, was
written by men, and that they
can’t prove the existence of
this god to me but I can prove
that homosexuality isn’t a
choice. And if it’s not a
choice, you can’t change it.
Now, don’t get me wrong,
I’m not bashing religion. I
grew up religious and have
faith. I’m bashing extremism
in religion and people who use
God as an excuse to promote
their own feelings and prejudices.
Last week, I encountered a
man – I won’t name names –
who told me that it doesn’t
matter how anyone feels about

homosexuality because God
has the final word, and God
clearly states that He does not
accept homosexuality and
views it as a sin, and that there
will punishment after death.
He then tried to understand
why someone would be gay “Did something happen to
you?” “Are you hurting?”
“Was there something in your
past that made you feel this
way?” No, nothing happened
to me that caused this; no, I’m
not hurting; no, I don’t have
any repressed feelings; no, I
haven’t had any bad experiences with anyone of either
gender; no, no, no.
Here’s the thing: nothing
makes you gay. You are simply born gay. Radical concept,
I know, someone being born a
certain way, like with blue
eyes or a penis. Your sexuality
is decided before you’re born.
You don’t choose who you’re
attracted to; you just happen
to feel a certain way about
someone. Some girls like girls
and some girls like boys and
some boys like boys and some
boys like girls and some people like both and some people
like neither and someone people like everyone and some
people like no one – and all of
that is okay. It really is. Your
sexuality doesn’t define you,
it doesn’t change you, and it
doesn’t make you bad. It’s just
one aspect of who you are,
and it’s something you can’t
change. It’s something that we
all have to live with.

And when someone comes
up to me and tells me that
there’s something wrong with
the way I was born and that
they have the cure for what I
call love, it pisses me off. And
when they say that cure comes
through religion, it turns me
off to religion. And the reason
why there are people who
think that a love different from
their own is wrong will be
something I will never understand. We’re not going to molest your kids or rape you or
change your sexuality; what
kind of awful person would
try to change someone’s sexuality? Gay people only want a
few things in life: not to be
bothered by assholes who
think they know what’s best
for them; equality; to not be
discriminated against because
of the sexuality and relationships; and to live a normal
life.
Does that sound scary?
Does that sound bad? Or does
it sound – dare I say – sane
and normal? You know, the
whole notion of equality, it’s
not that radical when you really think about it.
What I’m trying to say is
this: I don’t need fixing; and
maybe, for someone who follows Christ, you should be a
little more loving and tolerant.
“Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God,
and whoever loves has been
born of God and knows God.”
1 John 4:7.
See, sir, I can quote it, too.

Mike Ilitch, above, proposed a new entertainment district for downtown Detroit last week. The development would
include a new arena for the Red Wings, begging the question, what will happen to the Joe? Photo courtesy Getty.

Out with the Joe, in with
the new?
Joe Louis Arena will go soon, but what
will replace it?

BY CHRIS ZADOROZNY
SPORTS EDITOR

Almost all of us have
grown up with Joe Louis
Arena as the home of the Detroit Red Wings. Pretty soon,
the arena we have all grown
up with, having seen four
Stanley Cup Championships
among many other events and
concerts, will be empty.
With the announcement of
a new planned arena and entertainment complex by Mike
Ilitch last week, the Red
Wings could be in for a new
home very soon. The project
is expected to cost $650 million, but bring in $1.8 billion
in economic impact.
Over 5,500 jobs will come
from the construction project,
and 8,300 new positions will
be created from the entire
project all-together. Along
with the entertainment complex, a retail, office, and residential area will be created.
What’s not decided is the
place where the district and
arena will be built and what is
going to happen to Joe Louis
Arena.
The Joe is city-owned so
once the Red Wings go, there
really won’t be a purpose for
the 33-year old building. So
what could go in such an odd
space that is basically

bounded by a river, a parking
lot, roads and freeways and a
convention center?
Easy, you add on to the
convention center. So many
convention centers across the
United States have hotels connected, or close to them. Detroit does have the Marriott at
the Renaissance Center just
down Jefferson Ave, which is
the tallest hotel in the Western
Hemisphere.
It’s just not attached to
Cobo Center though. I’m not
saying to build more and more
hotels so that the city is filled
with them, but Detroit would
become a bigger destination
for conventions with a worldclass hotel linking to Cobo.
Among the cities that have
hotels linked or within one
block of their convention centers include Boston, Tampa,
Philadelphia, Dallas, San
Diego, San Jose, and New Orleans, just to name a few.
I’ll certainly miss the Joe,
growing up, seeing my first
ever Red Wings game there,
becoming the fan I am today,
because of this arena.
On the other side of things,
I’m very excited to have a
new arena, state-of-the-art, entertainment complex that can
host events of all kinds from
concerts to sporting events.
Where is it going though, no
one knows still.
Speculation is going to be
all over, but there are a few
spots that could be chosen.
Right behind the Fox Theatre
we all call the parking lot
desert, or just north of I-75
along Woodward, also many
empty lots.
You can go back and forth

on what spot is the best, but if
he intends on building an
arena district that includes retail, offices, and residential,
the best spot is north of I-75 in
the empty barren space between Woodward and Cass
Ave.
Two buildings currently sit
empty, very tall buildings at
that, right near the spot that Ilitch could be looking at to
build on. The parcels of land
have changed hands over the
years, but none have been
linked to Ilitch. Between
Woodward Ave. and Park Ave.
along with Temple St. and
Sibley St. is the area that is
being looked at.
In that area, only three
buildings are standing; the rest
is just empty space. The two
large buildings border both
sides of Sproat st., in between
Temple and Sibley, along Park
Ave. They are the former
Hotel Eddystone and the Salvation Army Harbor Light
Center.
Hotel Eddystone never had
a great life, in fact it went
broke not long after it opened
because of the hotel boom in
Detroit along with the Great
Depression. There isn’t much
history on the Harbor Light
Center, but both are high-rise
buildings, 13 stories tall.
If Ilitch does indeed keep
his promise on creating such a
great entertainment district,
encompassing retail, residential, and office space, along
with a multi-purpose arena,
this is the best spot. This could
be the key to the lock, that
links Midtown and Downtown for many years to come.

Feelin’ sassy?
Send an Opinions
column to
umd.mj.opinions
@gmail.com
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Motor City on the Move
Riverfront
BY CHRIS ZADOROZNY
SPORTS EDITOR
@ZADS07

Many great cities have a
spectacular riverfront. It’s
hard to sculpt the perfect
riverfront, because no river is
the same as the other, or
waterfront for that matter if
you’re on the bay or lake,
ocean, etc.
Here in Detroit, we sit on a
gold mine. We are on an
international border with presumably, our most trusted
ally, Canada. Our professional sports intermingle, and we
both speak English, though
we do differ grammatically.
Most cities sit on a river by
themselves, or a bay, with no
other cities surrounding them.
Take for instance, Boston
Harbor, Baltimore Harbor, St.
Louis,
New
Orleans,
Columbus,
Chicago,
Cincinnati, the list can go on
and on.
So why talk about the city
of Detroit and it’s waterfront?
Well, most recently, there was

a contest to redesign the
riverfront, specifically the
area around Hart Plaza. The
Ford Auditorium that recently
sat on the riverfront was
demolished and the idea was
thrown around to see who
could redevelop it, through a
contest.
There were three winners,
first, second, and third place.
It really wasn’t about finding
a contestant that fit what AIA:
Detroit (American Institute of
Architects) wanted, but just
to see the ideas.
Currently, Detroit has a
magnificent riverfront, that
people all over Metro Detroit
should go see. From Joe
Louis Arena to Belle Isle, a
walkway graces the riverfront, with a carousel, an
international port, the GM
Renaissance
Center
Promenade, a fountain, a state
park, many other parks and a
connection
to
Eastern
Market.
Parts of the riverfront are
still undeveloped, and there
are parts that will surely be

renovated in the future. The
path that connects to Eastern
Market, the Dequindre Cut,
will be extended north to
Hamtramck, and other parts
from Midtown will connect to
Eastern Market so citizens
can walk and bike safely all
around the greater Downtown
area.
But what exactly can the
riverfront give back to the
community. Well, it can bring
in economic impact, in a
good way. The few spots that
are empty right now include a
spot between the MacArthur
Bridge to Belle Isle and Mt.
Elliott Park.
There is also an empty spot
near what will soon be thriving. The former Globe
Company Trading Company
Building, where Henry Ford
once apprenticed as a
machinist, will be renovated
into a Michigan DNR
Welcome Center for William
G. Milliken State Park.
The small spot currently is
a hill where the dry docks sat
for the Globe’s business. The

Photo Courtesy of Tom Alexander/MJ
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final spot that could be empty
very soon, is Joe Louis Arena.
The city-owned arena currently houses the Detroit Red
Wings, but without an NHL
season, has seen no action
yet.
Owner
Mike
Ilitch
announced last week the plan
to build a new multi-use
entertainment arena and complex
somewhere
in
Downtown Detroit. What
does that mean for the old
home for the Red Wings?
Well, many things could
happen, but probably won’t
for awhile, at least until the
new arena is built, but it
could become a centerpiece
on the riverfront if the city
plays its cards right. Many
are
happening
things
Downtown, the riverfront is
one of them and there are still
many things to accomplish.
Head down to the riverfront this winter. It may not
be super warm out for many,
but the views will certainly
captivate you, and you could
be surprised at how amazing
this riverfront is.

Photo Courtesy of wikipedia.org

2014 Ford Fiesta ST
The Next Generation of Cool
BY BRETT WHITEHEAD
GUEST WRITER

Straight from the LA Auto
Show, Ford rolls out the next
generation of cool. Ford
revealed the all-new 2014
Ford Fiesta ST at this year's
LA Auto Show.
The Fiesta ST is a sportier
version of Ford's popular fuel
saver, the Fiesta. The ST
added to the name stands for
Sport Technologies and, just
by looking at it, you can really tell that it has a sporty look
to it. It too has adopted the
European styling that Ford
has brought to the table for
2013.
At the front is a big open
front grille that screams mean
situated in the middle of a
unique front bumper. At the
back is a very noticeable
spoiler positioned atop the
rear hatch, and a body painted
rear diffuser under the ST
specific rear bumper.
Let’s not forget the badge
that brings it all together, the
ST situated in the lower right
hand corner of the rear hatch.
The 2014 Fiesta ST will only
be available in a 5-door

hatchback model.
So what makes the Fiesta
ST so special? Well the fact
that it pumps out 197 horsepower with 214 pound-feet of
torque. That might not sound
like a ton of power but when
you put it in a car that weighs
a little less than 2,500
pounds, it packs a punch.
The ST only comes with a
manual gearbox, no option
for an automatic. This will
attract the car enthusiast that
wants a real driving experience. Power is great and
everyone wants it, but with
gas prices as high as they are
today, it is necessary to have a
vehicle that savors the fuel it
takes in. The Fiesta ST can
surely handle the gas. It still

“It’s a great
option for that
College Grad
or student on
a budget that
still wants
something
cool”

gets an estimated 34-mpg
even with all that power.
The Fiesta ST is a model
that will certainly attract the
attention of the younger
audience as well as the
older. However with its low,
not yet released price, you
can bet that it will be filling
the streets.
It’s a great option for that
College Grad or student on
a budget that still wants
something cool. Along with
the Fiesta ST, Ford has
brought an all-new color
line up for 2014 including
colors such as Green Envy
and Molten Orange.
It’s all about attracting
that attention, and with
those colors, you surely
will. The Ford Fiesta ST is
one hot hatchback. An all
around fuel efficient sports
car that you can haul the
family in.
One could only dream of
such a thing in years past.
Ford has really stepped its
game up this year, and I am
looking forward to seeing
the Fiesta ST on the road
and to see what Ford comes
out with next.

Photo Courtesy of digitaltrends.com
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Nintendo 3DS
Smartphone Competition May Lower Sales
“The DS was released in
2004 and has sold 152.50
million units. It didn’t
have smartphones to
compete against.”

BY JOHN PUSTELNIK
GUEST WRITER

The Nintendo 3DS is
Nintendo's latest handheld
game system, but with games
available on smartphones for
99 cents, perhaps people don't
feel as inclined to buy a 3DS
as they would have 5 years
ago.
The Nintendo DS is the
second best-selling video
game console of all time.
Perhaps part of the reason is
due to its broad range of
games that appealed to consumers who normally don't
play games.
Games like New Super
Mario Bros. and Brain Age
were able to be simple
enough for the casual consumer, and deep enough for
the regular video game player. These games simply
appealed to everyone.
The DS was released in
2004 and has sold 152.50
million units. It didn't have
smartphones to compete
against. The 3DS on the other
hand, was released in 2011
and has sold 22.19 million
units.

Photo Courtesy of engadget.com

The broad range of consumers that normally don't
play games who bought a DS
most likely own a smartphone
now.
So, why would they bother buying a 3DS this holiday
season?
Ask any person who regularly plays video games what
they think of the 99 cent
games available on smartphones compared to the $20 $40 games available on the
3DS.
They know very well that
with the more expensive price
tag of a 3DS game usually
comes unrivaled quality and
depth.
These types of people don't
play games to kill time, they
play games for the experi-

ence, much like people who
watch movies for the experience, not to kill time.
The problem for Nintendo
is, how can they get this message through to smartphone
users who can't comprehend
paying $40 for a game when
they can get one on their
smartphone for 99 cents?
To them, a game is a game.
If they can have fun and be
content playing a game with a
100 dollar production value,
then they will never buy a
3DS.
On the other hand, if they
want a deep experience with
production values in the millions, good music, gameplay,
and story, the 3DS is right up
their alley.

Let The Record
Spin
LCD Soundsystem
BY YARA BEYDOUN
STAFF COLUMNIST

Photo Courtesy of gizmodo.com

Windows Phone 8
Simplicity at it’s Finest

BY BRETT WHITEHEAD
GUEST WRITER
Simplicity at its finest. A
truly smooth and easy to use
operating system, Windows
Phone 8 brings a unique and
simple operating system to
the smartphone market.
Windows Phone 8 was just
released and has hit the market running. The feel of the
operating system is one that is
almost too simple. The main
home screen of the phone features individual tiles for each
application. The implication
of a new feature known as
live tiles allows each of those
individual tiles to update
without opening the app. The
apps are technically “alive” in
the sense that they update and
change without even touching them. Each tile can also
be resized and moved to
make for a more custom and
unique experience. Windows
Phone 8 also features wireless
charging on most of the new
smartphones. This is something that should have been
around ages ago. The fact that
you can set your phone down
on top of the charging plate

and it simply charges is great.
It removes the hassle of cords
getting tangled and makes for
a more tidy life. Windows
Phone has been released on
all carriers. Nokia and HTC
recently released flagship
phones that feature Windows
Phone 8. The Nokia Lumia
920 and the HTC 8X are the
flagships from each company.
The Lumia 920 is fairly similar to the 8X. However, they
have their differences. Some
differences would be that the
Lumia 920 has a couple of
camera applications such as a
panorama feature and has a
floating lens. This floating
lens means that the camera
will stay stable even if the
user is very shaky. These are
a couple things that the HTC
8X does not have. Do not let
those features persuade you
to one over the other. The 8X
is slimmer in profile and not
as wide, all while maintaining
a display that is almost exactly that of the Lumia 920.
Windows Phone 8 supports
very high definition displays,
so no need to worry about not
getting an HD screen. It also

features a MicroSD card slot
to expand the memory up to
64 GB. All these features
really make me excited to see
what Windows Phone 8 will
bring in the future. As of right
now, the App store does not
have as many apps as say the
Apple app store, but it is
growing daily. In the future,
Windows Phone is sure to be
a big competitor with Apple
and Android. Heck, it already
is with the sales it’s making.
Windows
Phone 8 all together makes
life simpler. Today’s busy
lifestyles need something to
cool things off. Windows
Phones simplicity is one that
should at least be tried. As a
huge Apple fan, I can personally say that Windows Phone
8 has really captured my
attention. It has made me
reconsider my last phone
choice. Windows Phone 8 is
unique, simple, and overall
just a fantastic operating system. It shows the future of all
devices. The simple lifestyle
is one that a ton of people are
looking for today.

LCD Soundsystem is a
Dance/Electronic group from
New York City. Fronted by
singer/songwriter
James
Murphy, they have influenced
hundreds of thousands over
the past decade through their
innovative, yet nostalgic
style. Sadly, on April 2, 2011
LCD Soundsystem played
their last show at Madison
Square Garden. This is chronicled in the highly acclaimed
documentary Shut Up and
Play the Hits. If you have not
yet heard of this group, here
is a list of my top 10 favorite
songs just to get you started.
If you have heard of them,
take a gander anyway! This is
in no particular order:
–Daft Punk is Playing at
My House:
So James Murphy decides
to throw a house party and
Daft Punk is the musical
guest of the night. The tune
will get you grooving as he
“shows you the ropes, kid.”
This track is as hot and jammin' as the party itself as
Murphy sings “There’s a
freak out brewin' at my
house, my house!” Along
with band’s meticulous use of
instruments such as synthesizers, guitar, drums, etc. this
is perhaps the best song to
give you a kick start on what
this band is all about.
–Losing My Edge:
In 2002, before the band’s
first studio album, they broke
into the underground scene
with the release of this single.
Murphy is frustrated with the
new generation of musically
informed kids who “borrowed nostalgia from the
unremembered eighties,” as
he as-a-matter-of-factually

repeats, “I was there.” This
song
also
chronicles
Murphy’s fears of failing due
to the emerging younger,
more creative talent.
–Tribulations:
Just a good rock tune about
a relationship. This song
exemplifies
LCD
Soundsystem’s great way of
fusing rock and electronic
music which has come to
define their sound.
–Someone Great:
A song about losing someone great –be they a lover or
a friend. Along with some
great instrumentals, Murphy
sings about the death of
someone close to the heart.
It’s ironic at points as he says:
“The worst is all the lovely
weather/ I’m sad, it’s not
raining/ The coffee isn’t even
bitter/ because, what’s the
difference?” This song is
truly powerful as he depicts
the overwhelming sadness of
watching someone close
slowly dying as he repeats
over and over: “And it keeps
coming till the day it stops.”
–45:33:
When Nike asked James
Murphy to write a promotional song for joggers and fitness
lovers, it resulted in this 45
minute piece which was
released on one of LCD
Soundsystem’s EPs. This is a
funky fusion of jazz and electronic music that will keep
you tapping your foot the
whole way through.
–Drunk Girls:
This insanely hilarious
take on all the wasted girls
and boys of our generation
will make you want to dance.
It opens with chants of
“Drunk girls!” as Murphy
starts singing: “Drunk girls
cause a couple of heart

attacks/ Drunk girls are
unusually mild/ Drunk boys
keep in pace with the
pedophiles/ Drunk girls are
boringly wild.”
–You Wanted a Hit:
Murphy opts for a softer
tune in this crack against the
music industry; as LCD
Soundsystem release their
last album, he shows us his
take on what the group was
all about. With smooth beats
in the back, Murphy says to
them: “You wanted a hit/ But
maybe we don't do hits/ I try
and try/ It ends up feeling
kind of wrong.”
–Never as Tired as When
I’m Waking Up:
Murphy sings about the
restlessness of love and its
games. With its psychedelic,
rock tune we are introduced
to a relationship that resembles a drunk faze resulting in
a hangover: “Though it feels
like I'm in love again/ With
what ya do/ But not with
you.”
–Can Change:
I love the instrumentals in
this song with its easy synths
and keyboards. It’s about the
desperation of love and
everything a person would do
for another. Yet if things don’t
resonate, as Murphy says, “I
can change, if helps you fall
in love.”
–Sound of Silver:
Titled after its album, this
is another track that shows
how LCD Soundsystem fills
8 or 9 minute time spans
wisely. It carefully builds
down and then up again with
its techno beats and homemade instrumentals. It keeps
you interested the whole way
through, which is something
James Murphy does seamlessly well.
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Student (is this real?) Life

Photo Courtesy of Tom Alexander/MJ

BY SARAH LEWIS
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

The end of the semester is
nigh. Finally. I don’t know if
it’s just me, but it seems like
practically everything has
been a HOT MESS this semester. Since September, my
car has managed to break
down once, I’ve been sick
twice, and laptop has crashed
practically every other day.
Hours of sleep are few and
far between, and my To Do
List is so expansive that it
can’t even fit in my planner.
For a while it really seemed
like everything that could go
wrong, was going wrong.
Through all of these
events, I was fighting a fight

I still haven’t won. Me versus my caffeine addiction. Is
this real life? Yes.
During this horrid semester, I’ve really been working
on nipping my over the top
caffeine intake in the bud. In
retrospect, this was a terrible
time to decide I needed to
focus on my health and wallet, but alas, I did it anyways.
I love caffeine, seriously.
Coffee,
energy
drinks,
pop…GIMME, but I knew
that I needed to stop buying
energy drinks four times a
day. Not only did the caffeine
overdose give me a horrible
bout of the shakes, but it really made my wallet sad.
I’m the type of person who sets five alarms to

go off every single morning
because I know I won’t wake
up after the first four. I’ve
said before that my alarm
sounds like a tornado siren,
vuvuzelas people blast during soccer games, and Shia
screaming
in
LeBeouf
“Transformers.” Am I exaggerating? No. Take one listen
to my alarm…I promise
you’ll hear what I’m talking
about, and you’ll probably
instantly be in a bad mood.
Yes, it is THAT annoying.
Caffeine is the only thing
that can make me smile before noon, unless I really like
you, but consider yourself
lucky then.
I just don’t think

there is anything that can
compare to the bubbly happiness of a pink Rockstar at 7
in the morning. The beautiful
ssszzzz sound when I open it
makes me believe I can get
through my finals and a pile
of papers I have to write in
the next week. After I finish
one, I feel like I can do anything, but mostly I just want
to run around screaming
“WEEEEEEEEEEE!!!” at
the top of my lungs.
I know I just told you that
I’m trying to slow caffeine’s
role, and I am! But it’s final
season, and this has been a
semester that Lucifer straight
up gift wrapped especially
for me. I think that it’s okay
for me to give into my guilty
pleasure of copious amounts
of caffeine. I’m sort of fearful of cutting it out altogether. Who knows what
might happen. I may go
crazy and pour hot coffee
over my staff after I throw
chairs at them, and NO ONE
wants that to happen.
Caffeine, I love you. I
think I’m going to give a hug
to every person I see who
isn’t holding a caffeinated
beverage this final season because everyone deserves to
have their day brightened up
somehow.
Time to go grab a Rockstar.

Dying from finals? Read this!
BY SHELBY ZUK
STAFF WRITER

As the semester draws to a
close, students stress levels
skyrocket. Whether you’re
preparing for final tests, papers or projects, the stress
never seems to go away until
the very last minute. However, we must get through
these last few weeks of all
nighters, energy drinks, and
pulling out our hair before we
can enjoy our winter break.
So instead of procrastinating on that final paper this semester and staying up till the
wee hours of the morning,
follow some of these tips to
make finals week a little bit
easier on yourself:
Keep a Schedule:
Why sit there cramming for
hours at a time? Manage your
time. Make time tables, or
lists to manage what you
have to do. Creating a schedule of what to study when can
help you focus more on what
you have to do.

hand.
Sleep:
Everyone thinks that staying
up till 3am will help their
chances of acing that final.
While that make work every
once and awhile for some, it
doesn’t for most. You’ve
studied for weeks, you know
what you know and that’s all
you can do. Get some sleep
before that big exam and
your brain will be more prepared.
Throw in a Little Exercise:

Hey, while you’re taking a
break, throw in a bit of exercise! Not only is working out
a great stress reliever, it’ll get
you pumped and energized to
get back to studying after. So
jump on that treadmill for 15
minutes; drop the stress and
burn some calories!
Study Smart:
Make sure you don’t spend
too much time on one subject. If you are stuck on
something, it’s probably time
to take a break or move on to
the next subject. Devote

enough time to each subject
so you don’t have to cram at
the end.
Eat Healthy:
I know those potato chips and
Pepsi look great at the moment, but they’re only going
to slow you down. Stick to
the healthy choices. Fruits,
vegetables, and stay away
from the sugar. Follow this
tips and it should help you
have a better finals week.
Happy finals week everyone,
may the odds be ever in your
favor.

The newest edition of
Lyceum comes out!
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What’s
going on
around
campus?
December 11-17
Tuesday - December 11

Last Day of Regular Classes!

Wednesday - December 12

Study Day
No Classes

School of Education Fall 2012 Student
Teaching Seminar
12:30 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Dining Room D
Fairlane Center South

Chancellor’s Holiday Open House
2:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Kochoff Hall
University Center

Thursday - December 13
Final Exams begin at UM-Dearborn

Business Affairs Service Awards
Celebration
8 a.m. - 10 a.m.
Michigan Rooms East and West
Fairlane Center South

Take a Break!
I know it seems like 24 hours
a day is not enough time to
cram everything in, but you
do need to take a break!
Cramming loads of information in your brain all at once
isn’t going to help you learn
the material. Make sure you
take some sort of break, even
if it’s for ten minutes, and
just relax.
If You Don’t Know Something, Ask!
Many students struggle with
finding every little detail for
what they need to know.
Then, if they can’t find it,
they freak out even more.
Going into hysterics because
you can’t find something is
no way to help those skyhigh stress levels. Ask friends
in the class, teacher’s assistants and your professors for
help. There’s no reason to
stress if you have resources at

The Michigan Journal/8

Retired Faculty and Staff Holiday
Luncheon
11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
180 Fairlane Center South

Saturday - December 15
Photo Courtesy of Elizabeth Bastian/MJ

The University of Michigan-Dearborn’s literary journal, Lyceum, has come out with
its newest edition. The publication, run UM-D students, is printed once each semester.
The journal contains poems, short stories, photography, and other works of art submitted by students.
“I think it’s interesting because we really aimed for the content to reflect fine art. We
also wanted to celebrate the beautiful writing we got this semester,” said Pam Satchwell, Editor-in-Chief of Lyceum.

Fall 2012 Commencement Luncheon
and Presentation
12 p.m. - 2 p.m.
Michigan Rooms East and West
Fairlane Center South
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Panhel collects ‘Toys for Spot’
come to school bearing your
charitable food, treats, and
toy donations.
Chelsea Wheeler of Delta
Phi Epsilon eagerly told me
that last year the group had
“an entire Hummer full of
items to be donated!” She
also went on to explain why
it is so important that you
not only care, but are informed as to why Toys for
Spot is a crucial component
of our yearly routine.
“The Dearborn Animal
Shelter does amazing work
with next to no resources.
They take in animals from
all over the area and work to
find them forever homes in
which they will be loved,”
Wheeler said.
How could you not want
to help out such a place? It
would seem criminal not to,
especially when Wheeler
states that “Their facility is
tiny and outdated, and they
need all the help they can
get. Every small donation of
toys, food, cleaning supplies, anything, will be put
to good use immediately.”
The amount of effort and

time put into such a drive is
admirable, which we have
our proud sororities to
thank.
All three sororities work
under the umbrella of the
Panhellienic Council, or
Panhel for short, here on
campus. Panhel is responsible for making sure we are
collectively aware of The
Dearborn Animal Shelter in
great detail, per Wheeler's

the Chocolate factory
that sprung the idea for
the multiple twitter acIn the world where counts dedicated to the
o nli ne m ed ia i s a p a rt o f “ C o n d e s c e n d i n g
e v e r y d a y l i f e , w e o f t e n Wo n k a ”.
But when we take
f ind ou rs e l ves br o w s i n g
through sites such as these images, or take
F a c e b o o k a n d Yo u t u b e s e c t i o n s o f v i d e o s a n d
w h e n w e ’ r e b o r e d l o o k - t u r n t h e m i n t o a d i ff e rin g f o r t he n ext f u n n i e s t e n t m e a n i n g t h a n w h a t
v ide o or meme. A m e m e th ey we re o r i g ina t e d f o r
is the use of a n i ma g e to i s i t c o n s i d e r e d s t e a l i m i t a t e f e e l i n g s , a c - i n g ? O n Tu e s d a y, D e 11 t h
the
tions, or words that are cember
funny and somewhat Journalism and Screen
sarcastic. The images Studies department will
c a n b e t a k e n f r o m be hosting their monthly
everyday pictures or film festival approprim o v i e s a n d o n e o f t h e a tely t itle d “Eat, Wa t ch ,
m o s t f a m o u s i m a g e s i s W hat! ? ”
The theme for this
Wi l l y Wo n k a f r o m t h e
is
“Found
m o v i e Wi l l y Wo n k a a n d m o n t h

Footage” which basically means students
will
enjoy
remixes,
mash-ups or collage
films that have been
made from clips of TV
shows, movies or other
f il ms . Th e g oa l o f t h ese
monthly film festivals is
to engage students in
new and unusual films
that they might never
have seen before or
h a v e n ’t h a d a c h a n c e t o
s ee .
“ We s e e k t o c o n t i n u e
to broaden the arts cultu r e o n camp us , a nd th is
is one way we're doing
it,” says Professor Jen
P r o ct or, eve nt r u nne r.
Themes in the past
have been the Internet

BY ROBERT VASQUEZ
GUEST WRITER

Toys for Spot is a great
philanthropic gesture that
has been going on for two
successful years. Every year
the ladies from Delta Phi
Epsilon, Phi Mu and Phi
Sigma Sigma, lay out bins
around the UC, CASL
atrium, and FCS lobby like
Santa's elves getting ready
for Christmas.
Donations are collected
after much cooperation with
other organizations on campus, conversations with
friends and classmates, and
some personal donations by
sorority members. They are
then sent off to the Dearborn Animal Shelter. Here
staff members are humbly
tasked with dispersing such
benevolent gifts to the abandoned, homeless, or sick animals that are forever in
need of our help. Such acts
of kindness are events that
you can always help create
through filling those bins
around campus. Pull from
the depths of your heart and

Photo Courtesy of Chelsea Wheeler

impassioned description.
Such efforts are aided by the
camaraderie and cooperation built into having three
sororities helping in tandem.
When they aren't being
positively philanthropic, the
council is instead making
sure formal sorority recruitment is handled effectively
each Fall. They also actively
seek to crush stereotypes of

sorority woman each day
through community events
to show other people what
they are really about.
Now it's time for you to
show the campus what you
are all about. Contribute to
the Toys for Spot drive and
send the message that you
are truly a philanthropic individual who cares about
those in need. By chipping
in you will be granting The

Dearborn Animal Shelter
the resources it needs to
best care for its homeless
animals. Honestly it is the
least we can do.
You have until Dec. 12th
to make a difference by contributing to Toys for Spot.
Let's collectively ensure
that this year The Dearborn
Animal Shelter can once
again expect a Hummer full
of donations.

JASS students participate in ‘Eat, Watch, What?’
BY LESLIE WENDLOWSKY
STAFF

WRITER

Cat Video Film Festival,
an d a A M ichi gan S p a ce
Odyssey where they
showed
films
about
outer s pace, lan d sca pes ,
an d the sky.
The event will be
hosted in 1040 CASL
fr o m 12 :45- 3 w her e s tu dents attending will be
able to enjoy lunch,
than ks to the fun di n g of
t h e O ff i c e o f S t u d e n t

Engagement, who supp o r t s t h e f i lm se rie s.
These monthly Film
festivals are a great opportunity to have the
chance to see films and
videos that you might
not have otherwise had a
chan ce to se e!
“Hence the name Eat, Wa tc h, W ha t !? Th e
‘What!?’ part is about
t ry i ng t o st a rt a c o n ve r-

sation about films you
would never see at the
m ul t ip lex . ”
If you have a chance
today, stop by CASL and
these
videos
watch
while enjoying free food
and
possibly
learn
something, instead of
sitting on your laptop
Yo u Tu b e
watching
videos like most of us
d o e v e ry d ay.

SG and SAB celebrate
Student Appreciation Day

UM-D Choir showcase
their Fall Concert
BY SARAH LEWIS
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Fourteen members of
the
University
of
Michigan-Dearborn
Choir performed Friday evening in the
Borg Warner Auditorium led by Director
Jeremy St. Martin. The
director played the
piano, while the voices
of the choir carried the
show.
The night began featuring the Pop Choir
who kicked off the
show with a rendition
of “Don’t Stop Be-

lievin’” by Journey.
The Pop Choir performed five songs.
St. Martin lightheartedly told the audience
he’s unfamiliar with
current songs played
on the radio, so he
handed over the song
“It’s Time” by Imagine
Dragons to the members of the choir.
Soloist
Cheyenne
Paonessa was featured
before the Classical
Choir sang “Gloria in
Excelsis” and a medley
from “Les Miserables”
that
included
“I

Dreamed a Dream” and
“On My Own.”
“It was nerve-racking, but I like singing
Broadway. That is my
favorite,”
Hannah
Garl, “On My Own”
soloist said.
The “Les Miserables” medley was chosen since the feature
film is being released
in theaters this month.
The UMD Choir accepts new members and
will hold an open
meeting Dec. 13 at
4:30 p.m. in 4034
CASL.

Photo Courtesy of Samantha Belcher/ MJ

Student Government and Student Activities Board celebrated Student Appreciation
Day on Tuesday, December 4. SG provided a free pancake breakfast for students on
the University Stage. Later that day, SAB gave out hot chocolate to students in order
to celebrate the day.

Important Numbers to Know at UM-Dearborn!

Enrollment Services/Registration & Records Office
313-583-6500
Fax: 313-593-5697
Monday & Thursday 8:00 am
-6:00 pm
Tuesday, Wednesday, & Friday 8:00 am -5:00 pm
http://www.umd.umich.edu/r
egistration
Campus Safety 24-hr Dispatch
313 - 593 - 5333

Cashier’s Office Student
Accounts
313 - 593 - 5255
Inclement Weather & Emergency
Closure Hotline
313 - 436 - 9157
Wellness Center
313 - 593 - 4599
Mon. - Thurs.: 6 am - 10 pm
Fri. - 6 am - 8 pm
Sat. - Sun.: Closed

Academic Support & Outreach Services
313 - 593 - 5340
T, W, F: 8 am - 5 pm
M, TH: 8 am - 6 pm
Free tutoring

Fieldhouse
313-593-5540
Nights/Weekends: 313-5935432
www.UM-D.umich.edu/athletics

University Center
313 - 583 - 6330
Mon. - Thurs.: 8 am - 11 pm
Fri.: 8 am - 10 pm

Mardigian Library
313-593-5400
Mon. - Thurs.: 8 am 11:45pm
Fri - 8am - 8pm
Sat - 10am - 6pm
Sun - 12pm - 11:45pm

Financial Aid
313-593--5300
Mon. & Thurs.: 8 am - 6 pm
Tues., Wed., Fri.: 8 am - 5
pm
1183 UC Walk-ins & Appts.
Sat.: 9 am- 6 pm
Sun.: 2 pm - 11 pm

Bookstore
313 - 593 - 5551
Mon. - Thurs.: 8:00 am 6:30 pm
Fri.: 8:00 am - 4:00 pm

*Please note that hours are
scheduled to change
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Wolves hockey splits home and home with Oakland
John Vella and Shaun Graff both injured

BY AARIF MOHIE
EL-DEEN
WOLVES HOCKEY
BEAT REPORTER
@DAILYNHLGRIND

I

f there was anything the
Wolves proved this
weekend, it’s that regardless of whom they’re
playing against, they’ll skate
their hearts out until the
buzzer sounds.
It’s not easy for any
team to escape a two-goal
deficit at the Onyx in
Rochester, but the Wolves
proved the doubters wrong
and skated away with a 5-3
victory Friday night, over the
University of Oakland Golden
Grizzlies.
The following night,

at the University of MichiganDearborn Fieldhouse, the
Grizzlies answered back and
evened up the series as the
Wolves fell, 6-2.
The Grizzlies, feeding off
their home crowd, came out
strong Friday night right off
the opening face-off. They
controlled the puck in the
Wolves territory for a majority
of the period and beat starter
Josh Khan twice in the first
ten minutes to take a two-goal
lead.
While the second period has proven to be a difference maker for the opposition
the last couple weeks, it was
the Wolves that had a role reversal, and took a lead into the
third period.
They were applying a

lot of pressure throughout the
period but were unable to beat
Corey Hrischuk, the towering
Oakland goaltender. But, with
just over four minutes remaining, the Wolves went on their
third power play of the period.
The top line was sent out to
get the Wolves on the board,
and they did exactly that.
Junior Anthony Olson
found senior John Vella along
the right boards, and he skated
in through two defensemen.
As he was falling down he
flipped the puck up and over
Hrischuk who had already
gone down to attempt to cover
it. This goal was one of three
the Wolves would score in the
final four minutes of the period.
Junior Nick Crowley re-

ceived a hooking minor just
under two minutes later. A
chance for the Grizzlies to go
up two goals turned into a difference maker for the Wolves
instead.
Junior Jimmy Marchese and Kuhary were sent out
to kill the penalty. Within a
span of 63 seconds both forwards scored shorthanded
goals in similar fashion.
Kuhary scored the
first one receiving a pass from
Marchese and using his speed
to skate into the zone up the
left boards, before beating
Hrischuk down low. Marchese
would score the exact same
goal from the exact same spot
to give the Wolves a 3-2 lead.
It was their third goal in under
three minutes.

The Grizzlies eventually tied the game up early in
the third period. The goal
proved to not have any significance, as Olson would put the
Wolves ahead just 49 seconds
later. Just in case his goal wasn’t enough, freshman Ryan
Kelly added another tally nine
seconds later to give the
Wolves a 5-3 lead.
With four minors late
in the period, the Wolves
would play the rest of the
game down two men, but due
to Khan’s strong play and senior Alex McDonnell putting
his body on the line for the
team on the penalty kill, the
Wolves would not concede
another goal and upset the
Grizzlies in the first game.
On Saturday the

Wolves suffered an unfortunate fate. Not only did they
lose the game, but they also
lost Vella to an injury. Golden
Grizzlies defenseman Dustin
Hobfner hit Vella with a blatant knee-on-knee hit midway
through the second period.
“Playing
without
Vella will be tough,” said senior Matt Knezek. “He provides a good mix of touch and
spunk to our team.”
With the Grizzlies up
3-1 in the second period, the
Kuhary and Marchese duo
once again set up a goal.
Kuhary fed Marchese who
sent the puck to junior Jacob
Poynter who slapped it from

Hockey,

continued on page 11

Lady Wolves move into five-way
tie for second place in WHAC
Davis leads the way in blowout win
BY JORDAN KONIOR
LADY WOLVES BASKETBALL
BEAT REPORTER

T

he Lady Wolves of
University Michigan-Dearborn outlasted the Lady Mustangs of
Marygrove College in a 71-59
victory Wednesday night.
The Lady Wolves
came out and set the tempo
early on both the defensive
and offensive sides of the ball.
They caused havoc on the defensive end, and dominated
the glass and paint on the offensive end.
Their size caused the
most trouble for the Lady
Mustangs of Marygrove College as the Lady Wolves dom-

inated the offensive glass 2316 and took a 33-19 lead into
halftime.
The first half proved
to be significant in the 71-59
victory for the Lady Wolves as
the starters got a chance to rest
for a long period of time while
the bench kept the lead consistent throughout.
In the first half, center
Chelsea Davis contributed to
most of the scoring load
adding 13 points in just 13
minutes of play.
In the second half, the
Lady Mustangs turned up
their play on the offensive end
of the floor and scored 40
points in the half, but were unable to bounce back from a
slow turnover heavy first half

caused by the tenacious defense of the Lady Wolves.
Davis lead the way
for the Lady Wolves with 25
points, 11 rebounds, and five
assists, while junior forward
Senneca Scott contributed 17
points, seven rebounds, and
three steals.
With the win the
Lady Wolves move to 3-2 in
the WHAC Conference and
are currently in a five team tie
for second place in the conference.
The Lady Wolves
next game is Saturday, December 15, 2012, against Cornerstone University. The game
will be hosted at Henry Ford
Community College. Tipoff is
set for 3:00PM.

Photo Credit: Brianna Frisch/MJ

The Wolves split a pair of games against the Oakland University Golden Grizzlies this past weekend.

COLUMN: Giancarlo Stanton,
a prime option for Tigers

BY RICKY LINDSAY
STAFF COLUMNIST
@RLINDZ35

Wrestling Club ends first half on positive note
Still looking for students to compete
BY JERUD BUHAGIAR
STAFF REPORTER

T

he University of
Michigan-Dearborn
Wrestling
Club
wrapped up the first half of
their season on November 18
at the Mott Bear Open individual tournament at Mott
Community College in Flint.
Graduate student Dan
Loyd took first place at the
tournament in the 184 lbs.
weight-class. Loyd defeated
Terrance Browner of the University of Michigan club, Matt
Ortiz of the Grand Valley
State club and Alex Garcia of
the Saginaw Valley State club

in route to the tournament
championship.
Earlier in the season
the club traveled to Grand Valley State University for the
Fall Brawl tournament. Hassen Berry became the first
UM-D wrestling club member
to win an individual tournament, at the 184 lbs. weightclass. Victor Nitos took fourth
place in the 235 lbs. weightclass at the same tournament
Head Coach Grant
MacKenzie is extremely excited for the future of the club.
“Michigan-Dearborn is a great
place to get an education as
well as wrestle. However, no
wrestling experience is required to join.”

MacKenzie is also
pleased with the progress the
club had made. “This year the
club has seen some success at
individual tournaments in
Michigan. The ultimate goal is
to put together a full line-up
and compete as a team.”
Next semester the
club is looking for more members on campus to join the
team. Practices will start on
January 14 and end March 2
from 3-5pm; Monday through
Thursday; at Detroit Jiu Jitsu
on Michigan Ave. The
wrestling club hopes to join
forces with the new jiu jitsu

Wrestling,

continued on page 11

L

ast
Wednesday
marked the fifth anniversary of a blockbuster trade that shaped the
future of the Detroit Tigers.
I’m talking about the trade
with the Florida Marlins that
brought Miguel Cabrera to
Detroit in exchange for Andrew Miller, Cameron Maybin, and others.
This trade was not
only successful, but for the
first time, a win-big mentality
was born in Detroit. Cabrera,
a 24 year old star at the time,
reached his full potential with
the Tigers. Five years later,
Cabrera has an American
League championship, MVP,
Triple Crown, two silver sluggers, and two batting, home
run, and RBI titles to his
name.
The Marlins’ recent

Photo Credit: BleacherReport.com

fire-sale leaves their young
star, Giancarlo Stanton, frustrated with the future of his
team. He hasn’t requested a
trade, but has expressed his
frustrations with the team on
his Twitter.
Stanton, the 23 year
old outfielder, can be compared with the talents that
Cabrera displayed while with
the Marlins. In his first three
full seasons with the Marlins,
Stanton has hit .270 with 93
home runs and 232 RBI’s.
Stanton would definitely be an attractive option
for the Tigers if they decide to
make a blockbuster trade this
offseason. He currently has an
inexpensive contract, and becomes eligible for arbitration
in 2014 and free agency in
2017.
Stanton could also aid
the lack of production the

Tigers currently have in right
field. In an injury shortened
2012 season in which he
played 123 games, Stanton hit
.290 with 37 home runs and
86 RBI’s.
The price for Stanton
could be the deciding factor if
a possible deal is ever discussed. The Tigers would
most likely have to part with
both Avisail Garcia and Nick
Castellanos, two players that
could compete for starts in
right field next season.
The price would be
steep, but acquiring a young
superstar for the next five
years is a tremendous gain, in
any situation. When you consider that the Tigers are in
win-now mode with the
chance at not only one title,
but multiple titles, Stanton
would be worth every penny.
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No. 3 Michigan coasts to
victory over Arkansas
Wolverines improve to 9-0, first time since ‘88-‘89
BY RICKY LINDSAY
STAFF REPORTER
@RLINDZ35

T

he
Michigan
Wolverines
welcomed the Arkansas
Razorbacks to the Crisler
Center this past Saturday in a
B1G
Ten-SEC
hoops
matchup. The Wolverines
cruised to a 80-67 victory over
the Razorbacks after huge efforts from their starting five.
Sophomore
guard
Trey Burke led the team with
16 points, seven assists, and
four rebounds for the Wolverines.
The other half of the

Wolverines’ dynamic duo,
guard Tim Hardaway Jr.
added 14 points, nine rebounds, and three assists. He
went 7-8 on free throw attempts.
Wolverines’ forward
Jordan Morgan had 12 points
and ten rebounds in the winning effort. It was his second
double-double on the season.
Forward Marshawn
Powell led the Razorbacks
with 18 points. He added three
rebounds and three blocks in
the loss.
Razorbacks’ forward
Hunter Michelson scored 10
points and grabbed five rebounds.
The Wolverines dom-

inated
the
Razorbacks
throughout the game. Michigan’s starting five scored in
double-digits, while only two
Arkansas’ starters reached
those numbers.
With the win, Michigan improves to 9-0, a first in
over 23 years. Wolverines’
Head Coach John Beilein also
reached a milestone, earning
win number 100 during his
tenure in Ann Arbor.
Michigan returns to
action Tuesday evening as
they take on the Binghamton
Bearcats in Ann Arbor. The
Bearcats enter the game with
a 2-8 overall record. The game
can be see at 7:00 PM on the
Big Ten Network.

Photo Credit: MLive.com

Jordan Morgan had his first double-double of the season against Arkansas Saturday, in a 80-67 win.

Men’s Basketball loses a
heartbreaker to Northwest Ohio
Porter called for questionable foul
BY DAN JENKINS
WOLVES MEN’S BASKETBALL
REPORTER
@DJMICHJOURNAL

T

Photo Credit: Dan Jenkins/MJ
The Wolves Men’s team huddles during a timeout during their heartbreaking loss to UNOH.

Lady Wolverines Basketball starts season 7-2
First year head coach Arico leads young team
BY DANIELLE COWART
STAFF REPORTER

T

he Lady Wolves of
University Michigan-Dearborn outlasted the Lady Mustangs of
Marygrove College in a 71-59
victory Wednesday night.
The Lady Wolves
came out and set the tempo
early on both the defensive
and offensive sides of the ball.
They caused havoc on the defensive end, and dominated
the glass and paint on the offensive end.
Their size caused the
most trouble for the Lady
Mustangs of Marygrove College as the Lady Wolves dominated the offensive glass

23-16 and took a 33-19 lead
into halftime.
The first half proved
to be significant in the 71-59
victory for the Lady Wolves as
the starters got a chance to rest
for a long period of time while
the bench kept the lead consistent throughout.
In the first half, center
Chelsea Davis contributed to
most of the scoring load
adding 13 points in just 13
minutes of play.
In the second half, the
Lady Mustangs turned up
their play on the offensive end
of the floor and scored 40
points in the half, but were unable to bounce back from a
slow turnover heavy first half

caused by the tenacious defense of the Lady Wolves.
Davis lead the way
for the Lady Wolves with 25
points, 11 rebounds, and five
assists, while junior forward
Senneca Scott contributed 17
points, seven rebounds, and
three steals.
With the win the
Lady Wolves move to 3-2 in
the WHAC Conference and
are currently in a five team tie
for second place in the conference.
The Lady Wolves
next game is Saturday, December 15, 2012, against Cornerstone University. The game
will be hosted at Henry Ford
Community College. Tipoff is
set for 3:00PM.

he Wolves Men’s
basketball
team
dropped a heartbreaker on Saturday night as
they lost to the University of
Northwestern Racers (Lima,
OH), 61-57.
They were within two
points of the Racers with :35
remaining as senior guard
Julius Porter was called for a
questionable hand-check foul
which sent the Racers to the
charity stripe with the game
on the line.
The Racers would
then pull away to win in the
final seconds, sinking five out
of six free throws down the

stretch. The Wolves battled
back in the second half after
the Racers charged out on an
11-2 run to start the half and
built a 10 point lead.
Both teams started the
game slowly on offense as the
lead went back and forth. The
Racers were just beginning to
pull away, but the run was
stopped by three, 3-point field
goals from Porter.
Porter pulled the
Wolves back in the game in
the second half, scoring 15 of
his game-high 24 points in the
second half. He finished the
game 4-7 from behind the
three point arc.
The Wolves showed
off their inside presence as
forwards DeAngelo Solomon
and Jeff Fick held the Racers
leading scorer, Derrick Tate,

Lions fall to Packers in primetime
Drop to 4-9; tough season drags on
BY RICKY LINDSAY
STAFF REPORTER
@RLINDZ35

T

he Detroit Lions
came into Sunday
night’s game hoping
to end their 21 game losing
streak against the Packers in
Green Bay. After holding a
first half lead, the Lions were
frozen in Green Bay’s snowy
second half weather, allowing
the Packers to win 27-20 after
an impressive comeback.
Lions’ quarterback
Matthew Stafford struggled,
completing 27 passes on 45
attempts for 264 yards, a
touchdown, and an interception. Stafford also accounted
for a first quarter rushing
touchdown on the Lions’
opening drive.
Packers’ quarterback
Aaron Rodgers wasn’t much
of a factor in the snowy conditions, completing only 14
passes on 24 attempts for 173

yards. It was the first time in
35 home games that he didn’t
throw a touchdown.
The Lions’ running
game was mildly successful,
with the team accounting for
100 rushing yards in the first
half. Mikel Leshoure and
Joique Bell both rushed for 49
yards each on 26 combined
carries.
The Packers’ running
game carried the team to their
victory. Alex Green rushed for
69 yards on 13 carries, while
DuJuan Harris rushed for 31
yards on seven carries.
Rodgers also rushed for 32
yards and a touchdown on
three carries.
Lions’
receiver
Calvin Johnson continues his
dominant play. He had ten receptions for 118 yards. Kris
Durham, Stafford’s roommate
at Georgia, had four receptions for 54 yards, including
an incredible one-handed
catch in the first half to set up

Wolves Hockey, Wrestling,
continued from page 10

Photo Credit: BleacherReport.com

Quarterback Matthew Stafford led the Lions to a great first half, but the Frozen Tundra eventually got to the Lions
offense and defense, falling to the Packers 27-20, on Sunday Night in Green Bay.

to just 14 points. Tate was
frustrated as he eventually
fouled out of the game. Fick
finished with 12 points and
four blocks.
Freshman guard Eric
Murphy missed the game as
the team continues to struggle
with a flu bug.
The Wolves returned
from a four game road trip in
which they finished 1-3, beating Marygrove College (Detroit, MI) and scoring a
season-high 76 points. The
Wolves will play a home
game at Henry Ford Community College on Saturday, December 15 against the
University
Cornerstone
Golden Eagles (Grand Rapids,
MI).

the blue-line past the goalie to
make it a one-goal game.
Minutes later Vella
was knocked out of the game,
and not long after the Grizzlies scored again to go up
two goals.
They scored twice
more on junior Micah Collier
in the third period to close out
the game 6-2. After a magnificent upset on Friday night the
Wolves were shaken up after
dropping this contest.

continued from page 10

club on campus next semester.
Four events highlight
the second semester. The
“We just have to
shrug of this loss by getting
back to work on Tuesday and
continuing to work for the rest
of the week,” said Knezek.
The Wolves will host
Eastern Michigan on Friday
night before traveling to the
Taylor Sportsplex on Saturday
for their last game before winter break.

their second touchdown.
Packers’
receiver
Randall Cobb continues to be
Rodgers’ main target this season. Cobb had seven receptions for 102 yards in the win.
With the loss, the
Lions drop to 4-9 on the season. Not only does their losing
streak at Lambeau Field increase to 22, but the Lions
now become the seventh team
to lose three straight games in
which they’ve led by ten or
more points. They are also
guaranteed a losing season
(sub .500 record).
The Lions travel to
Phoenix this Sunday to take
on the Arizona Cardinals.
After starting the season 4-0,
the Cardinals have lost nine
straight games, including a
58-0 loss this past Sunday
against the Seattle Seahawks.
The game can be seen
this Sunday on FOX at 4:05
PM.
Laker Classic at GVSU on
Saturday, February 2. The
Twilight Challenge at Lansing
CC on Saturday, February 9,
the State of Michigan Championships (Duals) at Mott CC
on Sunday, February 17 and
the Great Lakes Conference
on Saturday, March 2 (location TBD).
Students interested in
joining the club can fill out an
online recruiting form at
www.gowolves.net or email
head coach Grant MacKenzie
at grantmac@umd.umich.edu.
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Pistons pick up two wins against Cavaliers,
fall to Bulls, Warriors

Detroit still sub .500, easy December schedule upcoming
BY JORDAN KONIOR
STAFF REPORTER

T

he Detroit Pistons
took advantage of
central division opponent, Cleveland Cavaliers
in early December to pick up
two wins and improve to 7-15.
On Monday, December 3, 2012, the Detroit Pistons played host to the
Cleveland Cavaliers and put
their four game win streak at
home on the line.
The Pistons domination on the defensive side of
the ball lead to their success
for the night. They recorded

The Michigan
Journal
College
Football
Picks:

13 blocked shots, as Jason
Maxiell contributed to a heavy
dose of this stat adding five
blocks, while Andre Drummond added three, and Greg
Monroe added two.
Defensive intensity
was vital for the Pistons as
they held the Cavaliers to 29
percent shooting for the first
half and 39 percent shooting
for the game. Maxiell, Drummond, and Monroe made it
tough for the Cavaliers to
score near the basket early on,
and their struggles continued
for the rest of the game.
The Pistons won the
game 89-79 and increased

their home win streak to five
games behind significant scoring contributions from four
starters that reached double
figures.
Brandon Knight led
the way with 17 points, while
Kyle Singler and Tayshaun
Prince kicked in 15 a piece,
and Maxiell added 12 points
while leading the defensive
effort for the Pistons with five
blocks.
The Pistons five game
home win streak was snapped
by the Golden State Warriors
in a 104-97 loss on Wednesday night. The lack of produc-

tion from the Pistons backcourt and the production from
the Warriors backcourt of
Thompson and Curry is what
wounded the Pistons the most.
Knight and Singler
combined for a total of seven
points while Thompson and
Curry of the Golden State
Warriors combined for 49
points.
The Pistons played
host to the Chicago Bulls Friday night. This game can be
summed up in four words; too
much Joakim Noah.
Noah
absolutely
dominated the Pistons, recording a career milestone double-

double with 30 points and 23
rebounds, and leading the
Bulls to a 108-104 victory
over the Pistons.
On Saturday night the
Detroit Pistons traveled to
Ohio to play the Cleveland
Cavaliers at Quicken Loans
Arena and got back on the
right track in a 104-97 victory.
Knight took advantage of the
Cavs not having their starting
backcourt due to injury in
Kyrie Irving and Dion Waiters, and scored a career high
30 points while adding seven
steals, and dishing out five assists.
This win is significant

as it adds confidence to a statistical category that the Pistons have been struggling with
this year in road wins.
The Pistons next
home game is Tuesday, December 11, 2012 as they take
on the Denver Nuggets at the
Palace of Auburn Hills at
7:30pm.

SARAH LEWIS
Editor-in-Chief
Last Week:
0-0
Season:
72-30

ELIZABETH
BASTIAN
Managing
Editor
Last Week:
0-0
Season:
73-29

L AURA CL ARK
News Editor
Last Week:
0-0
Season:
71-31

KRISTEN
GOLEMBIEWSKI
Opinions Editor
Last Week:
0-0
Season:
66-36

SAHAR DIKA
A&E Editor
Last Week:
0-0
Season:
68-34

SAMANTHA
BELCHER
S tudent Life
Editor
Last Week:
0-0
Season:
73-29

CHRIS
ZADOROZNY
Spor ts Editor
Last Week:
0-0
Season:
75-27

TOMMY
ALEXANDER
Photo Editor
Last Week:
0-0
Season:
81-21

SAVANNAH
RHEINHARDT
Copy Editor
Last Week:
0-0
Season:
6-4

Valero Alamo Bowl
#23 Texas vs.
#13 Oregon State

Oregon State

Oregon State

Texas

Oregon State

Texas

Texas

Oregon State

Oregon State
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Buffalo Wild Wings
Bowl
TCU vs.
Michigan State
Music City Bowl
North Carolina State
vs. Vanderbilt
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Michigan State

TCU

Michigan State

Michigan State

TCU
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Vanderbilt
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Hyundai Sun Bowl
USC vs. Georgia
Tech

Georgia Tech
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AutoZone Liberty
Bowl
Iowa State vs. Tulsa

Iowa State

Iowa State

Iowa State

Iowa State

Tulsa

Tulsa

Iowa State

Iowa State

Iowa State

Chick-fil-A Bowl
#8 LSU vs.
#14 Clemson
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Outback Bowl
#10 South Carolina
vs.
#18 Michigan
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#20 Northwestern
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Purdue vs.
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Capital One Bowl
#7 Georgia vs.
#16 Nebraska
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Rose Bowl Game
Presented by Vizio
Wisconsin vs.
#6 Stanford
Discover Orange
Bowl
#15 Northern Illinois
vs. #12 Florida State
Allstate Sugar Bowl
#21 Louisville vs.
#3 Florida
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Tostitos Fiesta Bowl
#4 Oregon vs.
#5 Kansas State
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vs. #11 Oklahoma
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BBVA Compass
Bowl
Pittsburgh vs.
Ole Miss
GODADDY.com
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#25 Kent State vs.
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Discover BCS National Championship
#1 Notre Dame vs.
#2 Alabama
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