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By FATIMA FAKHREDDINE
Staff Writer

Universi ty  of  Michigan-Dearborn s tudent ,  Alex 
Garza,  was recent ly  e lected into 3rd place for  the 
Taylor  Ci ty  Counci l . 

Garza,  a  UM-Dearborn freshmen,  is  the f i rs t  La-
t ino and 19 year  old to  be elected into the Taylor 
Ci ty  Counci l .  He is  honored that  he has  an oppor-
tuni ty  to  serve the community of  Taylor. 

“I  fe l t  so  honored that  the residents  of  Taylor 
bel ieved in  me enough to  put  me on the ci ty  coun-
ci l ,”  said Garza. 

Previous to  his  win,  Garza was involved in  the 
community of  Taylor.  His  act ions within the com-
munity is  what  encouraged and motivated his  run 
to  become a City Counci l  member. 

“I  have been involved in  the community for 
years  through local  volunteer  work and my service 
on Taylor ’s  Downtown Development  Authori ty.  I 
knew that  I  was br inging a  wide range of  experi-
ence and new ideas  to  Taylor,”  cont inues Garza,  “I 
knew that  Taylor  never  had a  younger  viewpoint 
on counci l ,  and many folks  encouraged me to  run. 
I  ran an aggressive grassroots  campaign knocking 
on over  15,000 voter  doors  over  a  6  month per iod 
ta lking to  voters  about  my plan for  Taylor.”

Garza,  just  as  any member of  the counci l ,  has 
future  plans for  the ci ty  of  Taylor.  His  plans con-

sis ts  of  taking care  of  big and small  issues . 
He said,  “My plans include taking control  of  our 

c i ty  general  fund def ic i t ,  improving publ ic  safety 
for  our  res idents ,  bui lding a  re la t ionship with our 
school  dis t r ic t ,  and focusing more on senior  ser-
vices .”

The Taylor  community was not  the only source 
of  encouragement  for  Garza.  Former UM-Dearborn 
s tudent  body President  and current  State  Repre-
sentat ive David Knezek was a  motivator  for  Garza.

“David Knezek inf luenced and supported me the 
ent i re  t ime.  He is  a  s t rong bel iever  in  br inging 
younger  folks  into government  a t  a l l  levels  as  I 
am.  I  am grateful  for  his  support  during my ent i re 
campaign.”

Garza is  current ly  taking a  semester  off .  He is 
put t ing al l  his  t ime and effor t  into making sure 
the ci ty  of  Taylor  is  bet ter  for  i ts  res idents .  When 
he returns  he wil l  cont inue s tudying his  major  of 
choice,  Pol i t ical  Science. 

“I  chose the Pol i t ical  Science major  because 
I  have always had a  passion for  publ ic  service,” 
Garza cont inues,  “I  have been involved in  the po-
l i t ical  arena for  a  few years  local ly  and have come 
to enjoy learning about  the pol i t ical  process .  “

Garza takes  pr ide in  serving the Taylor  commu-
ni ty  and is  working with other  counci l  members  to 
improve the ci ty.

Nineteen-year-old UM-D student 
elected to Taylor City Council

By AARON YNCLAN
Staff Writer

University of Mich-
igan-Dearborn played 
host to the Young Au-
thors’ Festival this past 
Saturday the 23. Orga-
nized by several com-
mittee members and 
various campus depart-
ments, the event cel-
ebrated the 150th anni-
versary of the birth of 
Henry Ford with author 
Carol Hagen and illus-
trator Matt Faulkner.

“Our idea was to bring 
in an author and an illus-
trator from a children’s 
book to talk to the audi-
ence about the process 
of writing and illustrat-
ing, with breakout ses-
sions with activities for 
children and a presen-
tation for parents about 
how they can help foster 
and encourage writing 
for their children,” said 
Barbara Kriigel.

This festival was a re-
vival of a similar event 
held many years ago, and 
was originally slated to 
take place in 2014 before 
it was pushed ahead due 
to thematic decisions.

“Our initial thought 
was that we would do 
this in fall of 2014, but 
in looking for an author 
and illustrator to high-
light and in thinking of 
a theme for the festival, 
we realized that this was 
the 150th anniversary of 
Henry Ford’s birth,” said 

Mrs. Kriigel. “And as it 
so happens, we already 
knew Matt Faulkner and 
he had happened to il-
lustrate a book called 
“The Night Henry Ford 
Met Santa,” and as we 
looked further into it we 
realized that the author 
(Carol Hagen) was one 
of our alumni. [The ele-
ments] just kind of came 
together, and that’s why 
we’re doing it this fall.”

“The Night Henry 
Ford Met Santa” is a 
beloved children’s nov-
el, and follows Ford’s 
dream of creating an af-
fordable automobile for 
the public. This theme 
was further utilized for 
the festival through a 
writing contest in which 
children from across the 
state took part. For stu-
dents’ grades 4th-6th, 
the contest required 
them to write a poem, 
narrative, or essay about 
their dreams and how 
they intend to accom-
plish them. Almost 200 
entries were submitted, 
and the winners from 
each grade are to be sub-
mitted to the Michigan 
Reading Association’s 
Kaleidoscope magazine.

In addition, an exhi-
bition tied to the festival 
is currently on display 
in the Alfred Berkowitz 
Gallery on the second 
floor of the Mardigian 
Library.

“One of things we 

thought we could do 
was to highlight the il-
lustrator’s works,” said 
Mrs. Kriigel. “I talked 
to Mr. Faulkner and he 
provided us with a lot of 
the drawings that made 
up the book ‘The Night 
Henry Ford Met Santa,’ 
but he also gave us il-
lustrations from some of 
our other books as well. 
And as we started work-
ing on this exhibition, 
we realized that a lot of 
his artwork isn’t neces-
sarily framed, so Prof. 
DeFauw (College of 
Education, Health, and 
Human Services) knew 
of some professors at 
Oakland University who 
collect original artwork 
of children’s books, and 
they kindly loaned us 
some pieces [for the ex-
hibition].”

In addition to dis-
playing the artwork of 
various children’s books, 
the gallery also features 
certain novels (includ-
ing Cinderella and Har-
ry Potter) in various lan-
guages and shows how 
they are presented and 
interpreted in different 
cultures (i.e., Cinder-
ella’s glass slippers be-
come gold sandals in 
some cultures).

The collection will be 
on display until Friday, 
December 13th, and is 
open to the public. 

UM-Dearborn hosts Young Authors’ Festival
celebrating the 150th birthday of Henry Ford
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By MICHAEL FOSSBAKK 
Staff Writer

Not all of the residents of the University of Michigan – Dearborn’s new hous-
ing option, The Union at Dearborn, are actually students of the University, the 
Michigan Journal has learned through a Freedom of Information Act request.

Information acquired under the Freedom of Information Act has revealed that 
of the 448 residents of The Union, 20 residents are not students of the University 
of Michigan – Dearborn. Other academic institutions identified by those 20 resi-

dents include Eastern Michigan University, Henry Ford Community College, Ma-
comb Community College, Wayne County Community College and Wayne State 
University.

The Union at Dearborn was announced as a housing option for students of the 
University of Michigan – Dearborn last year. Asset Campus Housing, the private 
housing company in charge of The Union, began allowing students to sign leases 
for the then-proposed apartments in November 2012 and opened its doors to its 
448 residents on September 1, 2013.

Lights 
Out

By MICHAEL FOSSBAKK
Staff  Writer

Sunday, November 17, brought about strong storms and high winds, resulting 
in the University Center and Fieldhouse losing power for a few days.

Of course, some students and faculty were not affected by the power outage 
until returning to campus on Monday, November 18, with the University Center 
and Fieldhouse being closed.

A notice was sent out via email from Vice Chancellor for Business Affairs 
Jeff Evans on Tuesday at noon, announcing that the University Center was once 
again open thanks to a generator, from the University of Michigan-Ann Arbor. 
DTE restored power to the University Center and Fieldhouse later that day. 
However, food service via the McKinley Café did not re-open until Wednesday.

While the weather in Dearborn was strong enough to knock out power on 
campus, it was much worse in other parts of the country. In Illinois multiple 
tornadoes touched down and destroyed many homes and other buildings, killing 
six people, according to a report from CNN.

Not all students living in 
The Union are Wolverines

By SHAWNNA WALSER
Guest Writer

Some students in an Ad-
vanced GIS class are work-
ing with nonprofit Southwest 
Solutions in Detroit to help 
understand what needs to 
happen with the nonprofit’s 
programs. Under the guid-
ance of Dr. Jacob Napieral-
ski, the Geospatial Analysis 
and Mapping Program Lead-
er, each group of students 
are working on projects to 
help the community with 
their abilities. 

Napieralski originally 
set up the projects, but the 
students are able to make 
changes if they need to. All 
of the groups will have dif-
ferent end results because 
each project needs some-
thing different.

“A geographic informa-
tion system (GIS) lets you 
visualize, question, ana-
lyze, interpret and under-
stand data to reveal spatial 
relationships, patterns, and 
trends.” stated the Earth Sci-
ences/Geology portion of 
the CASL website. 

These students in this 
group of the Advanced GIS 
class try and develop maps 
to help Southwest Solutions 
understand how their pro-
grams and working. South-
west Solutions includes a 

Homeless Veteran’s Reinte-
gration Program and Fore-
closure Intervention Coun-
seling.

“Southwest Housing So-
lutions’ Housing Opportu-
nity Center (HOC) began in 
2004. Its mission is to pro-
mote and preserve home-
ownership and advance 
financial literacy to the com-
munity,” stated the South-
west Solutions website. 

The students in the GIS 
class are helping with this 
goal to by making maps that 
show current participation 
in the programs that could 
be used to facilitate poten-
tial alteration or expansion 
where need be.

“Displaying that data as 
information-rich maps gives 
the organization the oppor-
tunity to take advantage of 
any significant patterns it 
reveals,” said Alanna Punch, 
a student working in the 
program. “Graphs can show 
you how two or more data-
sets are related, but in doing 
so the potentially valuable 
information of where they 
are in relations to each other 
gets lost, as does any oppor-
tunity to use that.”

However, the class is not 
only about making maps. 

“Beyond merely map-
ping the existing data, we 

also want to show the im-
pact of social services and 
education for the people and 
workforce of the area and 
identify underserved areas 
b augmenting the data with 
regional census, workforce 
development, and other 
data we could obtain,” said 
Punch. 

This leads back to what 
Southwest Solutions wants 
to do in helping the com-
munity, getting help to those 
who need it.

The fact that the project 
is a nonprofit posed a few 
problems for the group. 

“When we went looking 
for references of other peo-
ple’s GIS work for nonprofit 
organizations, it turned out 
that there wasn’t much pub-
lished about it, despite the 
great potential this technol-
ogy has to benefit the mis-
sions of organizations work-
ing for better outcomes in 
our own neighborhoods,” 
said Punch. 

The group is working to 
rectify this and using their 
talents to help the nonprofit.

“Until this project I knew 
so little about how nonprof-
its operated and the sheer 
volume of data they have to 
interpret to identify when 
and where their programs are 
needed,” Punch concluded.

Geographic Information 
System students work 

with nonprofits to better 
the Detroit community

We want you to 
write for News! 

Email umd.mj.news@gmail.com 
or visit our office, 

2130 University Center.
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Jason Singer, Asking the Hard Questions

By JASON SINGER
Opinion Editor

What is a good friend?
Is it someone who will 

hold your hair for you 
while you throw up? Is 
it someone who will give 
you a shoulder to cry on 
when you find out that 
guy you liked is actually 
married…and gave you 
crabs? Is it someone who 
will look you in the eye 
even though you look like 
a monster because you’ve 
been crying for three 
hours straight?

Unfortunately, I do not 
have the answer to this one 

folks. Because I am begin-
ning to question what 

I thought the definition 
was. It amazes me that it 
is easier for me to get my 
hands on a cute black-

market dolphin than it 
is to find just one reliable 

friend. Hell, I could get 
500 child soldiers easier 
than that (accepting appli-
cations if interested).

The only difference be-
tween a best friend and a 
girlfriend or boyfriend is 
sex. And the only excep-
tion to that is if you both 
chug a handle of Tanquer-
ay on Halloween. 

Friends are like Herpes. 
They can annoy you, em-
barrass you, irritate you, 
and they pop up when you 
least expect them to. And 
just when you think they 
are gone forever, they 
sprout up from nowhere 
to remind you that you are 
stuck with them for life.

That is a good friend- 
One that, like a genital 
wart, will be with you for 
life whether you want them 
to or not. A good friend is 
someone who won’t take 
no for an answer; some-
one who will pester you 

to open up when you don’t 
want to; someone who 
knows you are having a 
bad day even though you 
live 3,000 miles apart.

But then there is the 
other type of ‘friend’. 
This ‘friend’ is energetic 
and excited to hang with 

you for the first month. 
You do things, hang out, 

and laugh together. But 

after a month this ‘friend’ 
begins to flake out when 
you make plans. When you 
call because you are wait-
ing outside their house 
and they say, “Oh I forgot 
that I have to…[insert pa-
thetic excuse here]”. 

The only thing this 

‘friend’ has in common 
with Herpes is that it is 

infectious and makes you 
feel bad about yourself. 
And soon, after they have 

flaked out one too many 
times, they disappear 
without a trace just like 
your prom date did when 
you told him you were 
pregnant. 

Surprise!
People are often afraid 

to cut off relationships 

with people because deep 
down, we fear being all 
alone. But I would rather 
be alone in a cave know-
ing I am genuine to my-
self than surrounded by 
20 ‘friends’ who pretend 
to be something they are 
not.

I get it: life is busy. But 
life never gets too busy 
for you to pick up the 
phone and call your friend 
once in a while to see 
how they are doing. Life 
is never too busy to plan 
a dinner date or go for a 
hike with someone near 
and dear to you. And if it 
is then maybe you should 
reevaluate your life and 
what a shitty existence it 
has become. 

So what if I can count 
the number of good friends 
I have on one hand? 

It’s far better than list-
ing a hundred names, none 
of which will be there 

when you hit rock bot-
tom. 

There is something bit-
tersweet in the saying 
“Quality is better than 
quantity”.

Who cares if you have 
five names in your con-
tact list? Who cares if you 

have ten Facebook friends 
and only three people who 
follow you on Twitter?

At least those people 
follow you because they 
are actually interested in 
what you twat about. Even 
if you question yourself 
why @ChrisBrown’sFist 
would be interested by 
anything you have to 
say.

Good friends are like 
Helen Keller’s dog who, 
despite being called Mit-
tens because she thought 
he was a cat, stuck around 
anyway. At the end of the 
day I have made an early 
New Year’s Resolution  
not to waste my time and 
non-quality people. Why 
bother wasting time and 
energy on someonewho 
won’t be standing at your 
wedding? 

Friends should be in-
vestments for the long 
run. And if you think they 

are short-term to fill some 
void that you are missing 
in your life then you will 
be the one to lose. 

Find the Mittens in your 
life. For everything else, 
there’s ChristianMingles.
com.

“That is a good friend- One that, like a genital wart, will 
be with you for life whether you want them to or not.” 

Reflections on the Road
Wisdom from an upcoming graduate

By ELIZABETH BASTIAN
Staff Writer

It hit me this week 
that I only have 4 days 
of classes left in my un-
dergraduate career. That 
means I only have 2 col-
umns left before gradu-
ation. And while I have 
spent the better part of 
this semester praying for 
it to end, I am now wish-
ing I had access to time’s 
brake handle so that I 
could pause the relent-
less turning of the cal-
endar pages. I need more 
time; I am not ready to 
leave.

But this is not the time 
to say goodbye – I will 
leave that for my last 
and final piece. Now is 
the time to reflect, and 
to celebrate; something 
I unfortunately did not 
make enough time for 
throughout my college 
career.

A very good friend 
of mine told me a few 
months ago that she re-
gretted not enjoying her 
accomplishments during 
their completion, and 

celebrating them after 
they were finished. This 
struck a chord with me, 
and is a piece of advice 
I have carried with me 
ever since. For I realized 
that I, too, often skipped 
the down time between 
the ending of one thing 
and the beginning of an-
other in order to rush 
headlong into the next 
big thing. The next proj-
ect, the next 
phase of my 
life was al-
ways just 
on the ho-
rizon, and I 
could never 
seem to find 
the time to 
bring myself 
to look back 
and see how 
far I had 
come.

But, as 
my friend 
pointed out, 
it  is these 
r e f l e c t i o n s 
on the jour-
ney, and the 
joy from the 
travels, that 
can provide 
real moments of growth 
and learning. It is here 
that we find ourselves 
building self-confidence 
and connections; where 
we allow our ego to soak 
in everything we have 
achieved. I had rarely, if 
ever, allowed this to hap-
pen; and for this reason, 
I am scared that I passed 

over many moments that 
could have been better 
spent in the past three 
and a half years.

Before I started col-
lege, my world was much 
smaller than it is now. 
Since the fall of 2010, 
I have been able to em-
brace the full analytical 
rigors of a liberal arts 
education. I have gone 
from barely being able 

to run three miles to run-
ning two Tough Mud-
ders, a half marathon, 
and several other races 
in between. I have stud-
ied, explored, worked 
in, volunteered in, and 
thoroughly enjoyed the 
wonderful city that is 
Detroit.  I have traveled 
down the Pacific Coast, 

through the subway tun-
nels of New York City, 
wandered around Chi-
cago, and even made the 
trip to Italy to dig up 
an ancient city. I have 
learned, seen, and done 
so much in the past three 
years, but I have rarely 
sat back and reflected on 
these accomplishments 
as a whole entity.

Graduating college is 

a BIG deal, and I 
have been treating as a 
“so what?” type of thing, 
a notch on my timeline 
that will be soon cov-
ered up by the next stage 
of my life. But I have 
been trying to make a 
conscious effort to take 
things slow, to spend 
more time with family 

and friends instead of 
worrying about school 
too much. Because I 
know these are the things 
I will remember when 
I look back at this time 
in my life; these are the 
things I want to remem-
ber. I need to remember.

I have no idea what 
my life will look like af-
ter the New Year, and I 
have strangely become 

okay with that fact. A 
person gets very few 
transition periods in 
their lifetime, so why not 
make the most of them? 
Time to read that stack 
of books gathering dust 
on my desk, take fitness 
classes I have never had 
time for, sleep in, and 

maybe cook meals that 
take longer than 15 min-
utes to make. My friend 
was right – without those 
quiet times, without 
those in between mo-
ments, you get lost in the 
rat race. You get imme-
diately sucked back into 
the madness. I have done 
that for far too long; I 
do not want to make that 
mistake again.

So to all my fellow 
graduates – this is your 
time. You have worked 
your asses off to get here, 
and you should be proud 
of all you have done to 
make it to this moment. 
This is your time – enjoy 
it.  Treasure it.  Celebrate 
it.  You deserve to give 
yourself at least that.

As for me? I will con-
tinue my journey towards 
the horizon…but I will 
be walking instead of 
running for now. Look-
ing back is not a hard 
thing to do, and the road 
will still  be there ahead 
to continue on, no matter 
how long you pause to 
survey the road behind.

“The road goes ever 
on and on / Down from 
the door where it began. 
/ Now far ahead the road 
has gone / And I must 
follow, if I can, / Pursu-
ing it with weary feet / 
Until it  joins some larger 
way / Where many paths 
and errands meet. /  And 
whither then? I cannot 
say.” – J.R.R. Tolkien
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Marriage: Not the solution to your craziness
By AMANI BADRAN
Staff Writer

I’m only 19 years old, 
so you can understand 
when I tell you that get-
ting married is not exactly 
my priority right now. I 
do, of course, want to be 
married one day. Who’s to 
say when it will happen, 
but when it does, I don’t 
plan on leaving my entire 
life behind.

Listen, I completely un-
derstand that in order for 
a relationship to be suc-
cessful,  there must be 
compromise. That is why 
I can understand couples 
who give and take on is-
sues such as their jobs 
or where they live. One 
thing I can’t wrap my 
head around though, is 
those soon-to-be married 
weirdos who think that 
they have to get rid of any 
friends they had before 
their relationship, in or-
der to move forward with 
their partner.

Unless I’m trying to 
grab a feel of your fiance 
every time you bring us 
around each other, there is 

no reason why you should 
stick a barrier between us. 
When you find yourself 
in an exclusive relation-
ship, the next step is to 

bring that per-
son into your life so they 
can be introduced to your 

friends and family. Appar-
ently not everyone feels 
this way because the ma-
jority of young couples I 
know who are engaged to 

be mar-
ried have managed to cut 
out everyone else in their 

lives.
It’s actually kind of 

funny though because 
I’ve noticed that the cou-
ples who have done this 

are those who rushed into 
marriage. I’m not a rela-
tionship counselor but do 

I sense some fear or better 
yet, insecurities? I mean 
honestly I think these 
couples know that they 
are rushing into some-

thing and they are so para-
noid that everyone around 
them sees it so they cut 

everyone else off. I guess 
if my presence is going to 
make you paranoid,  then 
maybe you should cut me 
out of your life. Or maybe, 
they’re so insecure about 
their relationship and the 
chances it stands, so they 
eliminate any outside fac-
tors just to be safe. Or 
maybe, you don’t want 
your friends seeing that 
you aren’t as happy as you 
try to come off because 
you’re just so dependent 
on your partner that you 
don’t want any reason to 
leave them or slow down 
the process.

The only other thing I 
can think of is that you’re 
simply a bitch. Was that 
too mean? I’m sorry. Let 
me rephrase that. Maybe, 
you’re so lost in your 
thoughts which have you 
convinced that you’re a 
princess and everyone 
is jealous of you so you 
crawl up your fiance’s 
ass and hide there. Well 
I hope you enjoy being 
alone because if you ever 
decide to crawl out, that’s 
what you’ll be.

Women & Gender Studies

By LAURA SANCHEZ
Staff Writer

It all begins with a typical 
conversation. “Want to go 
eat out with us?” people ask 
me. “I can’t, I have class,” I 
answer. “What class?” “…
Women and Gender Studies,” 
I say, already bracing myself 
for the response I’m going 
to get. “Oh…THAT class,” 
they reply pointedly, eyes 
and smirks widening. Yes, I 
am indeed going to that class. 
THAT class, the monstrous 
class that gives women 
IDEAS and turns them into 
horrendous monsters, ready 
to join a hippie commune to 
run barefoot on the grass and 
shun men forever. 

This is a weekly occur-
rence, a weekly conversation 
that I have to endure, reac-

tions I have to face, and judg-
ments people make based on 
a class with women and gen-
der in the title. I shouldn’t 
have to face these plaguing 
judgments and assumptions 
based on these prejudices. 
These prejudices are the rea-
son I take Women and Gen-
der Studies in the first place, 
prejudices that come to light 
throughout my experienc-
es have shown me that the 
world needs a bit more femi-
nism and a bit less patriarchy. 

Newsflash: We don’t turn 
into monsters by taking that 
class. This class does not pro-
mote placing women above 
men, or teaches us all to be-
come man-haters. In fact, this 
is the first thing we learn in 
class: feminism is not about 
placing women above men. 
It’s about the simple notion 
that women are equal to men, 
a notion people still do not 
understand nowadays. 

 It may come as a shocker 
to some, but there are men 
taking that class too. These 
are men interested in learn-
ing about social issues that 
affect all genders, because 
they understand the struggles 

women face. Or at least they 
do, after taking the class. Ev-
eryone should learn about 
these issues because they 
concern all of us. They con-
cern how we’re treated in so-
ciety, how qualities are over-
valued and undervalued, how 
our race, class, and gender 
all intersect with each other 
so we can construct our own 
experiences, and how certain 
levels of privilege benefit us 
all in different ways. It’s im-
portant to realize this in order 
to understand how the world 
works. It’s not all black-or-
white. It’s a little bit of ev-
erything, 

and learning about a dif-
ferent, gendered perspective 
is even more eye opening 
than I had thought it would 
be. 

If there are still any people 
weighing their options about 
taking this class, do it. Do it 
for the women, do it for the 
men, do it for the unprivi-
leged, do it for you. But do 
it mostly for the haters. Kick 
their prejudiced little butts by 
being smarter than them and 
believing in a better, equal 
world.

Photo courtesy of sallybiddall.co.uk

Got an opinion? 

Come get your SASS to Opinions! 

Contact Jason Singer at
umd.mj.opinions@gmail.com
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By NAURA BERRO 
Guest Writer 

It seems as if Hollywood 
is lacking creativity lately. 
In the last years there have 
been countless remakes of 
films ranging from cartoons 
to historical events. Some 
were worthy of prestigious 
awards and others were un-
fortunately not so commend-
able.  The latest attempt in 
theatres was the remake of 
“Carrie”.  The original mo-
tion picture starring John 
Travolta introduced in 1976 

was categorized as a hor-
ror movie based on Stephen 
King’s novel. In 2013, a new 
version, directed by Kim-
berly Pierce, presumes to 
be portrayed under the same 
category. However, horror 
movie fanatics will be dis-
appointed, since this movie 
seems to portray tragedy 
rather than horror.

  “Carrie” is a story 
about a young shy girl tor-
mented at school by class-
mates. In her last year of 
high school, she discovers 
her paranormal powers. Af-

ter being driven too far, Car-
rie White’s powers consume 
her. Scary enough?

  For those who have 
not previewed this movie 
and expect to jump out of 
your seats with terror, I 
truly recommend you take 
your hard earned money and 
invest it elsewhere. It is not 
as chilling as one would ex-
pect. Even though the trailer 
appeared to be gruesome 
and frightening, people are 
unaware that this is the third 
version of the original mov-
ie with minor additions. 

Carrie Lacks 
Creativity 

Political Science major 
Jane Kennedy is always up to 
par in the fashion department. 
Even though she describes 
her style as “comfortable,” 

she seems to pull off almost 
anything. 

Her brown leather rid-
ing boots were purchased 
at ALDO and tucked in are 
her dark blue 7 Jeans. Jane’s 
cream knit sweater with se-
quined shoulders is from Ar-

mani Exchange. 
Jane says that a lot of her 

inspiration comes from fash-
ion bloggers like ‘Up Close 
and Stylish.’ She loves to 
shop at Zara, H&M and any-
where where she can find 
cute, comfortable clothing. 

UM-Dearborn 
StyleWatch

By SAHAR DIKA
Arts & Entertainment Editor
@Sahar_Dika

With the holidays around 
the corner it’s no better feel-
ing than to attend the 14 year 
reunion of “The Best Man 
Holiday”. Although it’s been 
a long awaited sequel and the 
cast certainly has grown since 
their twenty something film 
hit the big screen they sure 
do make the 40’s look damn 
good. 

The film certainly builds 
off of the original friction of 
Lance (Morris Chestnut) and 
Mia (Monica Calhoun) infi-
delity that was reveal at the 
wedding through Harper’s 
(Taye Diggs) novel with the 
now loving couple hosting 
the reunion as Lance prepares 
for a run in the Christmas Day 
game as well as a surprise re-

tirement. 
While Mia is determined 

to heal the past as she faces 
severe health concerns. While 
Harper (Diggs) the bestsell-
ing author, also the best man 
who had the affair with Mia, 
is currently struggling to get 
his novels off the shelves and 
his wife Robyn (Sanaa La-
than) is enduring a difficult 
pregnancy. 

High strung Julian (Har-
old Perrineau) and Candace ( 
Regina Hall), who went from 
being a stripper to a social 
activist, operate a school on 
a meager budget and they’re 
struggle to find proper fund-
ing after a video of Candace 
stripper’s past goes viral. 

However the couple does 
seem to have a happy mar-
riage with kids. 

Nia Long’s continues to 

portray the career minded 
Jordan who dealing with 
Harper’s old feelings as well 
as trying figured what type of 
emotional connection she has 
with her recent nice boyfriend 
Brian (Eddie Cibrian). The 
final two cast members that 
round out the cast are Shelby 
(Melissa De Sousa), a pure 
drama magnet who has rose 
to prominence on “The Real 
Housewives of Westches-
ter” while Quentin (Terrance 
Howard) has enthusiastical-
ly embraced a professional 
bachelordom. Filmmaker 
Malcom D. 

Lee totally takes the audi-
ence on a wild ride with this 
explosive combination of 
personalities, sexual innu-
endo s and secrets this makes 
for pure insanity this holiday 
season.

When you heard the 
name Miley Cyrus two 
years ago, you most like-
ly thought of her “Han-
nah Montana” Disney 
Channel persona. When 
you hear Miley Cyrus 
now with her new “We 
Can’t Stop” attitude; you 
think tounge out, finger 
foam, twerking queen. 

Setting fire to the 
flame to the Disney 
Channel princess, Miley 
has made a daring new 
image for herself, a more 
mature one.

 Her fourth highly an-
ticipated studio album 
“Bangerz”, which was re-
leased in early October, 
expresses her good-girl 
gone-bad attitude. She 
embraces her profanity 
and new “rap” persona. 

A little over a month 
after of her release, it 
seems like everytime 
you turn on the radio, 
it’s Miley. Tracks being 
played repeatedly such 
as “Wrecking Ball”, “We 
Can’t Stop”, “23”, and 
“Adore You”. She col-
laborated with numerous 
“A list” arists such as the 
infamous Britney Spears, 
Juicy J, Future, Nelly, 
Big Sean, and French 
Montana.

According to critics, 
Miley is just seeking at-
tention. As an artist that’s 
the point and she is sure 
soaking up all of the at-
tention as well as reaping 
the benefits. The album 
earned the year ’s larg-
est sales week for a solo 
woman and the second-
largest for a pop album. 
I assure you it is a must 

listen. 
 “Bangerz” has a hip 

hop, pop-funk, and elec-
tric feel to it. Miley 
tells a different story on 
each song of the album. 
The first track “Adore 
You” is a typical love 
song that shows off Mi-
ley’s emotional and sen-
timental side. The rest 
of the album consists of 
overt sexual lyrics about 
twerking, partying all 
night, and being in the 
club abusing narcotics.

Miley Cyrus has turned 
herself into the most pro-
vacative pop star, or as 
some might say “The New 
Madonna” of her genera-
tion, everyone is loving 
it. The hypersexualized 
new album “Bangerz” 
lives up it’s female rebel 
expectations. 

Miley Cyrus: 
The Movement 

‘Bangerz’
By YVONNE TOMEI 
Guest Writer

Best Man Holiday
Much Anticipated Sequel

By MAXIMILLIAN 
BOUDREAUX
Guest Writer 
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This little egg shaped lip balm is one of the hottest lip moisturizers to hit 
the market. Completely organic and adorably tiny, EOS lip balms are a 
perfect fit for your lips and your purse. 

This Week in Gaming
PS4 Launch Rundown 

By AARON YNCLAN
Staff Columnist

Leo
July 23 – August 22

Your home and finances are 
in disarray. First, clean your 
home of negativity by pick-
ing up the clutter and actually 
cleaning your house and car. 
They are extensions of you. 
When they are cluttered, so 
is your life. Next, stop buy-
ing the crap off the rack at the 
cheap stores to fill the void. 
It’s okay to be alone, Leo. 
You don’t have to be in a rela-
tionship all the time, especial-
ly if it’s one that is unfulfill-
ing. Remember, you should 
never feel lonely when you’re 
a couple. Stick with bright 
yellow and soft orange this 
month. They will cheer you. 
Also, beware of the number 8.

Virgo 
August 23 – 
September 22

What’s up with you, Virgo? 
You are in a slump and you 
need to snap out of it. Nega-
tivity draws more negativ-
ity. Only you can make this 
change of heart. Once you 
do, positive things will begin 
to happen again. Whatever 
happened in August is com-
ing back around to you and 
you are feeling the negative 
effects from your actions. 
You have to right the wrong 
you caused. Stay away from 
the color black this month; go 
with soft pastel colors to in-
vite warmth. The number 11 
works in your favor.

Libra
September 23 – 
October 22
Libra, get your head out of the 
clouds and come join us down 
on planet Earth. Your day-
dreaming is getting in the way 
of reality at times, and you’re 
making decisions that aren’t 
very thoughtful. There’s a 
major decision on the horizon 
that needs thoughtful plan-
ning and research, it’s best not 
to get caught up in the excite-
ment of the matter. A hasty 
decision could prove harmful 
financially. Do not act upon 
the desire to splurge on cloth-
ing this month, be frugal and 
save. Shades of purples and 
rich blues will make you glow 
this month. Bet on the num-
ber 4 to help you.

Scorpio
October 23 – 
November 21

That rollercoaster ride that 
you’ve been on for the last 
few months is almost over. 
You are in the stretch, do not 
give up. Money is on its way 
and will arrive in different 
guises. It will be up to you to 
recognize its worth. That new 
piece of clothing you bought 
will work to your benefit this 
month. Wear it! Accessorize 
but remember, less is more. 
Stick with number 1. Utilize 
yellows as much as possible.

Sagittarius
 November 22 –
 December 21

There seems to be some tur-
moil brewing. Happiness 
starts from within you. Rely-
ing on someone else to bring 
you happiness will never fill 
your void, thereby leaving 
you empty and unsatisfied in 
your relationship. Your ideal 
mate is not the one your mind 
has conjured but the one the 
soul seeks to complete itself. 
Open up to the possibilities 
and go with it. It is there that 
you will find happiness. Light 
colors softens you this month 
and draws people near. Keep 
the number 2 in mind.

Capricorn
December 22 –
 January 19

You’ve taken that leap of 
faith and now doubt clouds 
your thoughts. Don’t let that 
monster rent space in that 
pretty little head. It’s going 
to be okay. Take advantage of 
your newfound freedoms and 
let your creativity flow. Oh! 
Make sure to wear salmons or 
light peach this month—this 
will be the color that gets you 
noticed. The number 18 fades 
from you this month so stay 
away from it.

Aquarius
January 20 – 
February 18

It’s not working, Aquarius. Your 
actions are causing an adverse 
effect. You are destroying the 
very thing you wish to save and 
possibly causing irreversible 
harm. To find happiness, start 
with you. Clean your living area 
and move some furniture around 
a bit, this will get rid of the nega-
tivity that’s been hovering. Next, 
rid your mind and your inner-cir-
cle of anything negative. It will 
be difficult but rewarding. Turn 
to the color green to motivate 
you and buy clothing in groups 
of threes. You will need them to-
ward the end of the month.

Pisces
February 19 – 
March 20

While it is human nature to 
get angry, sometimes you 
take it to the extreme, Pisces, 
especially thimonth. Your 
workload has increased and 
you’re feeling the drag, and 
you are not one to suffer in 
silence. Stop. It’s not fair to 
your loved ones. They don’t 
understand when you go off 
the deep end—it’s not you. 
When feeling overwhelmed 
take some time out for your-
self. Keep busy with things 
you find relaxing. Cool blues 
are your color for the month. 
The number 3 is prominent. 

Aries
March 21—April 19

 A new life surrounds you. 
This could mean a pregnancy 
or a budding relationship. 
This is a month of change for 
you, Aries. Be prepared. It’s 
going to start slowly and then 
sweep you up into a whirl-
wind. Practice patience and 
meditation. Look for guid-
ance from the one who is the 
elder. Do not listen to friends 
on this. Unwittingly, their ad-
vice is often tainted with their 
own self interests. Burgundy 
is your color for the month. 
Stay with 9 for the safest bet.

Taurus
April 20 – May 20

Well good for you, Taurus! 
You took the bull by the 
horns, so to speak, and de-
cided to take control of your 
own destiny. Yay, you! Now 
go apologize to the one you 
yelled at and blamed for hold-
ing you back. You know it 
had nothing to do with them. 
It was all your own doing. 
You are the one who made 
the bad decisions, so own up 
to it and apologize. It will 
rid you of residual negativity 
and mend fences that should 
be repaired. Wear light yel-
low when apologizing, it will 
lighten the mood. Lucky 7 is 
with you this month.

Gemini
May 21 – June 21

Always at odds with your-
self, aren’t you Gemini? The 
move is a good one, so do it. 
It is your own self-doubt that 
holds you down, not anyone 
or anything else—so stop 
looking up at the sky and ask-
ing why. You know why. End 
your abnormal fear of happi-
ness and success, and allow 
yourself to enjoy the change. 
It is a very good thing and you 
deserve it. While pampering 
yourself, add some white gold 
or silver to your wardrobe, 
and stay away from browns! 
Thirteen rules you this month.

 

Cancer
June 22 – July 22

Opportunity, opportunity, op-
portunity! You’ve waited a 
very long time for this and 
the time has come for you to 
choose your path. Don’t limit 
yourself. The universe is al-
lowing you to sample the fla-
vors of life, so go for it! Open 
the door and answer each 
prospect with a smile, even 
if you have mixed feelings 
about it. Often, the best op-
portunities are the ones cam-
ouflaged with uncertainty. 
Wear red! Don’t overdo the 
jewelry or the cologne/per-
fume. Stay with the number 
12.

It’s finally happened. Af-
ter months of agonizing pa-
tience, the first (second if you 
count the Wii U) of the next-
gen gaming consoles has fi-
nally arrived. Sony’s PS4 has 
been met with resounding 
applause and intense antici-
pation from critics and fans 
alike ever since it’s unveiling, 
and now the system is avail-
able for all- at least until the 
first batch runs out at retail.

But is it worth an immedi-
ate buy? Console releases are 
infamous for rough launches, 
and reports indicate that the 
PS4 is no different. 

A few early adopters of the 
console have reported system 
failures, while the midnight 
launch rush has caused no-
ticeable connectivity issues 
with the PlayStation Net-
work. 

While problems like these 
are to be expected with the 
launch of a new console, they 
are still somewhat frustrat-
ing for gamers looking to put 
their shiny new systems to 
the test.However, the most 
significant issue facing Sony 
right now appears to be that 
which Nintendo has faced 
over the past year: the prob-
lem of not having a console-

selling title.
While Sony has a strong 

lineup of games to choose 
from, none could be consid-
ered a “must-buy.” 

The majority of its titles 
are multiplatform that can 
be played on the 
current-gen, with 
others being indie 
titles not likely to 
draw in crowds. 
Knack appears 
to be a charming 
throwback to the 
action-platform-
ers of yesteryear, 
but it has neither 
the band name 
nor the immediate 
draw that would 
drive software 
sales. 

This leaves 
the majority of 
the heavy lifting 
to Killzone: Shadow Fall, 
but while the Sony exclu-
sive FPS has its dedicated 
fanbase, it has never had the 
mass appeal that other mul-
tiplayer games like Halo and 
Call of Duty have built over 
the years. Worse yet, early re-
views for many of these titles 
have proven less than stellar.

Shadow Fall currently 
rests at a 74% on Metacritic, 
garnering equally positive 

and mixed reviews. 
While the visuals have 

been universally praised 
and some sites like ign and 
Gametrailers have lauded 
its multiplayer, others have 
found less to enjoy in the title 

with sites like Polygon decry-
ing a lack of evolution in the 
series gameplay and a disap-
pointing single-player cam-
paign. Knack has had an even 
rougher time with critics, sit-
ting at a 59% on Metacritic 
with vastly mixed reviews. 

While Game Informer’s 
Matt Helgeson enjoyed the 
challenging difficulty and 
called it a game that’s “got 
charm and heart, and offers a 

whole lot of good gameplay,” 
most critics have been disap-
pointed by the game’s lack of 
innovation and limited depth 
to the platforming and ac-
tion, with Joystiq’s Ludwig 
Kietzmann claiming Knack 

“fails to capitalize on its own 
ideas and structure, and is 
successful only as a remind-
er of the shallow, punishing 
platformers from a time when 
we really cared about how 
many bits there were on your 
console.”

The two big indie titles 
Resogun and Contrast are 
slightly mixed as well, with 
most critics loving Resogun’s 
visual aesthetic and frenetic, 

if short, gameplay, while 
Contrast has critics adorn-

ing its visuals and game-
play and story ideas yet also 
frustrated by its uneven ex-
ecution and puzzles. As for 
third-party titles, Battlefield 

4, Assassin’s Creed 
IV: Black Flag, Need 
for Speed: Rivals, 
and others have all 
been well-received 
and are considered 
superior on the next-
gen, yet they are still 
games that can all be 
played on current-
gen systems that 
most gamers already 
own (and, therefore, 
don’t need to spend 
an extra $400-500 to 
enjoy).

All in all, it’s still 
far too early to make 
any claims about the 

success or failure of the PS4. 
Console launches are al-

ways met with system com-
plications and a relatively 
slim launch lineup, and while 
critics have been less than re-
ceptive to Sony’s exclusives 
that doesn’t mean the gaming 
population will feel the same. 

Infamous: Second Son 
is just a few short months 
away, and third-party titles 
like Watch Dogs and Destiny 

are sure to keep gamers busy 
throughout 2014. 

However, Microsoft’s 
Xbox One will release at the 
end of this week with better 
publicized online capabilities 
and launch titles like Dead 
Rising 3 and Ryse: Son of 
Rome, and Nintendo is sure 
to come out swinging in the 
next year with Super Smash 
Bros. and potential news on 
the highly anticipated Zelda 
Wii U. While Sony exclu-
sives The Order: 1886 and 
the recently announced Un-
charted sequel are already 
in the works, Sony will still 
have to work hard to remain 
strong in gamers eyes if they 
hope to avoid the ongoing 
hardware woes of the Wii U 
and PS Vita.positive. 

(In addition, initial re-
views for the PS4 hardware 
have been mostly. The online 
and second screen functions 
have been met well thus far, 
but have had minimal appli-
cation in light of Sony’s ag-
gressive focus on gaming. 

While gamers might not 
see this as an issue, critical 
reception to Sony’s launch 
lineup as well as a lack of 
noteworthy titles for the next 
couple months could prove 
detrimental for the time be-
ing).

What’s topping the box office this Week?
1. the hunger games: catching fire $161.1m (Week one)

2. thor: the dark World $14.1m(Week three: $167.8m gross)
3. the best man holiday $12.5m (Week tWo: $50.4m gross)

Horoscopes By DeBORAh TACkeTT 
Guest Writer 



STUDENT LIFE Vol. XLIII, No. 11
The Michigan Journal/8 November 26, 2013

Student (is this real) Life
The Pantyhose Blitzkrieg

By SARAH LEWIS
Editor-in-Chief

Designer Kate Spade 
once said, “Playing dress-
up begins at age five and 
never truly ends.”

I take this quote to heart 
considering I must spend a 
minimum of thirty minutes 
each night picking an outfit 
for the following day.

Clothes can determine 
your entire day. If you 
are wearing an outfit that 
makes you feel like a hot 
piece of booty, chances 
are your outlook on the 
day will be bright. I re-
cently learned that the op-
posite will, in fact, decay 
your day.

From time to time I en-
joy dressing up in trendy, 
business attire. While 
most of the time I sport 
pants or even dresses 
and skirts with tights, some 
skirted bottoms look better 
with pantyhose.

For all you readers who 
are asking, “Is this real life? 
What the heckity heck is the 
difference between tights 

and pantyhose?” I will now 
explain.

Tights are typically a 
thicker material and come 
in a variety of colors, pat-
terns, and textures. Panty-
hose are a thin, cheap-ass 
nylon primarily worn in 
nude colors.

So, in other words, tights 

are a fashion statement and 
pantyhose are supposed to 
be an invisible screen for 
your legs.

The only thing they both 
have in common is that they 
suck. No really, they liter-
ally suck in your body fat 

in a skintight sheath that is 
extremely uncomfortable 
no matter what cut or size 
you purchase. Basically I’m 
saying they are so uncom-
fortable to a woman’s body 
that only a man could have 
designed them. But we will-
ingly accept this daylong 
discomfort for the sake of 

fashion.
Whenever I’m wearing 

tights I guarantee I will ei-
ther be blatantly picking a 
wedgie or restlessly shift-
ing around in an attempt to 
comfort my poor little legs 
and not so little butt/hips.

Last week, I wore one of 
my favorite teal dresses with 
cobalt heels and a scarf that 
accented both colors. Since 
my outfit was already mak-
ing a colorful statement, I 
didn’t want to go overboard 
with loud tights.

Instead, I opted for nude 
pantyhose. This was a dev-

astating mistake.
I loved my outfit so 

much, I almost took the 
time to Instagram it, but I 
was in a rush, per-usual, so 
I opted against it.

Everything seemed to be 
going well on my morning 

drive. Light traffic on the 
roads, Starbucks in hand, 
and Christmas music on the 
radio. Perfection (as long as 
you ignore the human-vacu-
um of pantyhose).

I parked and reached 
down to put on my heels 
since I always drive bare-
foot when I noticed a sud-

den disaster had devel-
oped on my left leg.

I frantically searched 
my floorboard for a 
pack of wild dogs be-
cause it appeared that 
my leg had been bru-
tally attacked by some 
sort of mongrels. But 
alas, nothing to be 
found.

My pantyhose had a 
ripped from my big toe 
all the way to my lady-
business. These brand 
spanking new panty-

hose were ripped to shreds.
I had driven nearly an 

hour to my destination 
where there’s a dress code 
requiring legs to be covered 
by some material. My left 
leg was busting through the 
pathetic fabric.

I’ve heard of fashion cri-
sis and how serious they 
are, but I’d never truly ex-
perienced one until that mo-
ment when my pantyhose 
were only hosed down one 
leg completely and the other 
leg was fully exposed. I was 
frozen, and I did what most 
girls would do: I called my 
mom.

She told me that panty-
hose are quite possibly the 
worst invention because 
they’re notoriously flimsy 
and prone to easy tears. If 
she’d seen me leave the 
house wearing them, she 
would have warned me 
of their trickiness, so I’m 
warning all of you now.

This fashion crisis was so 
extreme that I ditched my 
would-be destination to go 
home and wallow in yoga 
pants without anyone view-
ing my perfectly pieced 
outfit.

Pantyhose deserve to be 
banished from the universe. 
Never wear them unless 
you want your entire life to 
be ruined. Am I being ex-
treme? Absolutely not.

“Pantyhose deserve to be banished 
from the universe. Never wear them 
unless you want your entire life to 

be ruined. Am I being extreme?
Absolutely not.”

November 26-December 6
Tuesday, November 26

5 Ela Hip Hop Museum
6:00 p.m.-7:30 p.m.

House of Maize and Blue

Wednesday, November 27
Bringing Children’s Books to Life:
The Art of Matt Faulkner and other

Illustrators
9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
Mardigian Library

Accountable Choices:
Alternatives to

Intimidation and Violence

Tuesday, December 3
AIDS Day Bake Sale

10:00 a.m.
University Center

Gender Justice and Social Change in
Metropolitan Detroit Speaker Series

3:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m.
1072 CASL Building

Documentary Screening and Discussion of
“Deepsouth”

7:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m.
Kochoff Hall B

OSE Midnight Breakfast
10:00 p.m.-2:00 a.m.

The Union

Friday, December 6
Blackout

9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.
Fairlane Center Quad E

What’s going on around campus?

Photo courtesy of makeameme.org

By YVONNE TOMEI
Staff Writer

University of Michigan-
Dearborn alumna Veronica 
Grandison visited campus 
this past Thursday. She is 
chairman educator of the Af-
rican American Alumni Af-
filiate and also former News 
Editor for the University’s 

very own Michigan Journal.
Three years ago previous 

chairmen educator David 
Stephen, created a fundrais-
ing benefit for schools that 
are financially disabled in 
the Metro-Detroit area. Af-
filiate members contact the 
counselors at the school of 
choice for that year and col-
lect school supplies for the 

children such as books, pens, 
calculators, and rulers.

Members then follow up 
with committee meetings 
where people can drop off 
supplies. These supplies are 
encouraged to come any-
where from jobs, home, or 
stores.

“It’s our way of giving 
back to the community and 

the children, it’s great,” said 
Veronica.

Initially only doing it for 
Black History month, Veron-
ica and the Alumni Affiliate 
is looking to do the supply 
donations twice a year.

They will be putting bins 
up at the University Center 
by the Academic Support Of-
fice, Administration Building 

in the Alumni Relations Of-
fice, CASL atrium, the lobby 
of the library, Fairlane Cen-
ter South entrance, and The 
Union in February.

If students or faculty 
would like to start donating 
now, they can contact Veron-
ica Grandison and/or drop off 
supplies at the Alumni Rela-
tions Office.

The Alumni Affiliate will 
be collecting school supplies 
for elementary students at 
Burton International School 
in Detroit this year. Dona-
tions will be accepted until 
the end of February and will 
be distributed to Burton stu-
dents in March.

African American Alumni Affiliate Fundraiser
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By TYESHA VINSON
Student Life Editor

Transgender artist and 
educator Rebecca Kling per-
formed  “Trans Form” at 
the University of Michigan-
Dearborn this past Wednes-
day.

“Trans Form” is a journey 
through the life of Rebecca 
Kling and her experiences 
as a transgender woman. She 
detailed growing up transgen-
der, the struggle to find help 
and her life currently.

Kling startled the entire 
audience when she ran from 
the back of Kochoff pointing 
and screaming, “Look out! 
It’s over there.” She set the 

scene with a short story that 
was the start of her journey as 
transgender.

Growing up in a Jewish 
family, Kling felt that her life 
didn’t match who she wanted 
to be. Her whole life up until 
she started transitioning was 
based around the fact that she 
was a boy.

Kling said, “I was a boy. 
At least the world saw me 
that way. I had boys’ clothing, 
a boys’ name, a boys’ haircut. 
I wore swimming trunks to 
the pool, changed in the boys’ 
locker room, had a Bar Mitz-
vah. I wore suits and ties to 
important family occasions. 
I went to the boys’ bathroom 

and lived in the boys’ section 
of the dorms in college.”

For a long time Kling 
struggled with dealing with 
her history when in public 
places. When talking about 
her relationship with Judaism 
does she say she had a Bar 
Mitzvah or does she say she 
had a Bat Mitzvah?

When men are talking 
about they’re male experi-
ence does she share her own 
memories or does she quietly 
observe?

Kling brought to light a 
lot of the struggles transgen-
der people endure with their 
mental health, their physical 
health, and having role mod-

els that they can look up to.
When Kling was growing 

up her role model was Ariel 
from The Little Mermaid. 
Kling saw her as transgender 
because she didn’t transform 
into a woman.

She made several compari-
sons between her own life 
and Ariel’s life. They both 
knew who they wanted to be, 
but they could only get there 
by “a painful, physical and 
emotional transformation.”

After years of struggling 
with who she was and who 
she wanted to become, Kling 
finally got to see a therapist. 
She came out to her parents 
at the age of fourteen and to 

her surprise, her parents were 
very loving and supportive.

As time went on she de-
cided it was time to transition 
and that led to one fight after 
the other. She spent months 
in court to legally change her 
name to Rebecca Kling and 
she had an even tougher time 
getting the state of Illinois to 
acknowledge her as a woman 
on her driver’s license.

Kling also talked about the 
dangers of being transgender 
and the need to want safety 
and to be treated like the 
woman she knows she is. Re-
gardless of what people may 
think of her, Kling is happy 
with who she is and how she 

looks.
The thing about Kling’s 

experience as a transgender 
woman is that she doesn’t 
want to erase who she was. 
Her transformation is all 
about who she wants to be-
come. Being transgender is 
not about hating who you are, 
it’s about knowing what you 
want and who you want to 
become.

Kling is on her way to be-
coming who she wants to be 
and for the first time she feels 
that she does belong. She is 
a proud transgender woman 
and she will continue to share 
her story so she can be some-
one else’s Ariel.

Trangender artist “Trans Form” ‘s the University

Tyesha Vinson/MJ

American Marketing Association takes over social media with Road Rally
By AMBER AINSWORTH
Staff Writer

On Thursday, November 
22, the American Marketing 
Association (AMA) sent stu-
dents out in the rain in pur-
suit of pictures and videos. 
Four groups of students at 
the University of Michigan-
Dearborn participated in a 
Road Rally as a fundraiser 
put on by the AMA.

Everyone was welcome 
to participate, and the event 
drew both business majors 
and unrelated majors as well. 
A Road Rally is basically a 
scavenger hunt where partic-
ipants drive around to com-
plete and document various 
assigned tasks within a given 
amount of time.

In the AMA’s Road Rally, 
the groups met in the Fair-
lane Center at 6:45 p.m. and 
set out at 7:00 p.m., having 
two hours to accomplish as 
many of 43 feats as possible, 
earning a varying amount of 
points per successful photo 
or video.

Extra points could also be 
earned by including “AMA” 
in the photos the groups 
took. Groups were respon-
sible for getting pictures of 
something as simple as an 
animal or monkey bars, to 
something as outrageous as 
a video of a group member 
yelling “THIS IS SPARTA” 
on the second floor of UM-
Dearborn’s library.

To add to the humor, many 
of the listed items involved 
random people. For instance, 
one task would award two 
points for a photo of a group 
sitting with a random fam-
ily at a restaurant, including 
extra points for each person 
that is actually smiling.

The assignments ranged 
from as close as UM-Dear-
born’s campus all the way to 
Downtown Detroit, sending 
students on a mad dash to 
obtain the best photos within 
the timeframe.

As soon as AMA President 
Mason Sokana said, “Go,” 
the groups were scrambling 

out of Fairlane. One group 
that had starting running out 
of the building even turned 
back around to get a picture 
with a police officer standing 
by, fulfilling the “man in uni-
form” photo assignment.

The teams were invited 
to meet up at Buffalo Wild 
Wings after their adventure 
to eat, share stories, and up-
load the photos and videos 
from the night to Instagram, 
where they will be judged in 
the next few days and win-
ners will be chosen.

Also, Buffalo Wild Wings 
was donating 10% of sales to 
the American Marketing As-
sociation at UM-Dearborn, 
adding to the group’s fund-
raising efforts.

Since the pictures have yet 
to undergo review, no win-
ners have been notified yet, 
but the winners of the night’s 
event will be announced via 
the AMA’s Facebook page 
when the photos have been 
judged and the points tallied.

Athletic Open House hosted by Student Diversity Council and Office for Student Engagement

By TYESHA VINSON
Student Life Editor

The Student Diversity 
Council  and the Office for 
Student Engagement hosted 
the Athletic Open House 
in the Fieldhouse this past 
Thursday.

Students enjoyed good 
food, great music, and a little 
friendly competition.

Members of cultural orga-
nizations on campus partici-
pated in basketball, volley-

ball, table tennis, and a game 
of catch.

The Athletic Open House 
gave students a chance to 
build connections with mem-
bers of other cultural organi-
zations on our campus.

People also had the chance 
to learn a little more about 
University of Michigan-
Dearborn athletics.

The Athletic Open House 
was an enjoyable experience 
for everyone.

Tyesha Vinson/MJ

Photo courtesy of Hana Mattar.
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UM-Dearborn
Player of the week

Ricky’s College 
Football Picks Week 14
AP Top 25 and Big Ten

#1 Alabama @ #4 Auburn Auburn

#2 Florida State @ Florida Florida State

#3 Ohio State @ Michigan Michigan

#5 Missouri @ #19 Texas 
A&M

Texas A&M

#6 Clemson @ #10 South 
Carolina

Clemson

#25 Notre Dame @ #8 
Stanford

Stanford

#9 Baylor @ TCU Baylor

Minnesota @ #11 Michigan 
State

Michigan State

Oregon State @ #12 Oregon Oregon

Arizona @ #13 Arizona 
State

Arizona State

Penn State @ #14 Wisconsin Wisconsin

Arkansas @ #15 LSU LSU

#16 Fresno State @ San Jose 
State

Fresno State

South Florida @ #17 UCF UCF

Western Michigan @ #18 
Northern Illinois

Northern Illinois

#22 UCLA @ #23 USC UCLA

#24 Duke @ North Carolina Duke

Iowa @ Nebraska Iowa

Purdue @ Indiana Indiana

Northwestern @ Illinois Northwestern

Jamiel Strickland
Men’s basketball

12.3 ppg, 2.5 steals per 
game, 8-12 3-pt in four 

games combined 
last week

Wolverines drop conference 
game at home to Aquinas

By JORDAN KONIOR
Staff Reporter

Cross country teams wrap up season 
in NIRCA championship

The cross country teams during the National Intercollegiate Running Club Association championship
Photo courtesy of Liz Bastian

Q: Favorite team memory?
A: Disney World! While in 

Florida for a tournament, we 
took a day and went to Disney 
World as a team. It was awe-
some.

Q: What are some of your 
hobbies or things you like to do 
off the court?

A: You can usually catch me 
spending time with friends and 
family, reading, or cuddling with 
my two cats.

Q: Any other sports you en-
joy?

A: I’m a huge football fan; 
college and NFL. Also enjoy 
watching some hockey.

Q: What do you see your-
self doing in five years?

A: Hopefully I will be over-
seas teaching children on U.S 
Army bases.  It is something I 
have wanted to do since high 
school and a dream of mine.

Q: Favorite tv show?
A: I’m a fan of Grey’s Anato-

my and The League.
 Q: Favorite movie?
A: Super Troopers. Hands 

down.

Q&A with Campbell
continued from page 11

This past Saturday, the National Intercollegiate Running 
Club Association held their championship in Hershey, Penn-
sylvania.  

The University of Michigan- Dearborn Wolverines were not 
competing in either women’s or men’s competitions, but did 
have individual runners at the event.  

Individually, the top finisher at the men’s championship 
was Gregory Jantzen of the University of Virginia with a time 
of 25:31.  The top finishing Wolverine was freshman Nathan 
Tajer, who finished three-hundred and twenty-fifth with an 

overall time of 40:35.  
Other Wolverines were right behind him in order.  Senior 

David Horvath, junior Brandon Dunny and freshman Sergio 
Reyes all finishing three-hundred and twenty-sixth, three-hun-
dred and twenty-seventh and three-hundred and twenty-eighth 
respectively.  

Individually in the women’s championship Betsy Suda of 
the University of Florida finished first with a time of 22:22.  
Senior Elizabeth Bastian would be the top finisher for the Wol-
verines, placing two-hundred and sixty-eighth with a time of 
34:48.  Other Wolverine finishers were senior Banseh Naeim 
in two-hundred and sixty-ninth and freshman Elaine Czarnik 
in two-hundred and seventy-first. 

By MIKE HOLZMAN
Staff Reporter
@MHolzman90

The University of Mich-
igan-Dearborn men’s bas-
ketball team lost its third 
straight conference game, 
and sixth straight overall, 
at home at the hands of the 
Aquinas College Saints, 
63-60, on Saturday.

The three-point loss was 
the closest defeat of the 
season for the Wolverines, 
who now sit at the bottom 
of the NAIA Div. II Wol-
verine-Hoosier Athletic 
Conference in a tie with 
Marygrove College and 
Lawrence Tech; all three 
teams without a confer-
ence victory.

The Wolverines (0-

7, 0-3) got career-highs 
from junior guard Jamiel 
Strickland, who scored 21 
points and hit on all four 
of his 3-point attempts. 
Freshman forward Gage 
Throgmorton also put in 
a career-high 18 points, 
knocking down 3-of-8 
from 3-point distance.

UM-Dearborn struggled 
shooting the ball, finishing 
at just 39.6 percent from 
the floor for the game. The 
Saints shot an even 50 per-
cent.

The Wolverines con-
tinue to struggle within 
the conference, having 
lost their last nine con-
ference games. Their last 
win dates back to January 
29, when UM-Dearborn 

defeated Marygrove on 
Alumni Night.

The Wolverines, how-
ever have a chance to turn 
things around with eight 
of their next nine games 
coming at home, including 
games against Marygrove 
(0-7, 0-3) and Lawrence 
Tech (2-5, 0-3).

UM-Dearborn remains 
at home for a match-up 
with Indiana Tech (5-4, 
2-1) on Tuesday at 7:30 
p.m. The Wolverines lost 
the two meetings with In-
diana Tech last season 
by a combined 11 points. 
The Wolverines then take 
on NCAA Div. III Adrian 
College in an out-of-con-
ference clash on December 
1 at 7:00 p.m.

Wolverines’ struggles continue, drop to 0-6 on season

By DAN JENKINS
Staff Reporter
@DJMichJournal

Men’s basketball

Women’s basketball

Stunned.
That’s how the Lady Gray 

Wolves  of Lourdes College felt 
following their 64-55 victory 
Thursday night with the Lady 
Wolverines of UM-Dearborn.

For the first 20 minutes of 
the game, the Lady Wolverines 
proved that they would be no 
walk in the park. They tied the 
game at 32 going into the half 
following a clutch three point 
bucket by junior guard Court-
ney Teets.

The confidence and momen-
tum was in the Lady Wolver-
ines favor starting the second 

half.
In the second half, the Lady 

Wolverines came out with a 
new profound attitude, primar-
ily adopted by coach Dyme-
trius Ware’s team philosophy of 
overcoming. While overcom-
ing the adversity of playing on 
the road in a hostile and cold 
environment, the Lady Wolver-
ines jumped to a four-point lead 
to open the half.

But then the kryptonite 
struck again. The Lady Wolver-
ines failed to rebound the bas-
ketball  as they lost the battle of 
the boards 61-28; 22 offensive 
rebounds for the Lady Gray 
Wolves led to 15 second chance 

points.
While talking to junior guard 

Andrea “2 Times” Collins, she 
would be the first to tell you 
that the rebounding margin had 
nothing to do with the loss.

“The game was still winna-
ble despite the negative margin 
on the glass” said Collins. “The 
game was in reach, we just 
couldn’t grab a firm hold on it.”

For the Lady Gray Wolves, 
Tarynn Hampton lead the way 
with 14 points and 25 rebounds, 
while Tiffani Blackman added 
10 points and 14 rebounds.

As for the Lady Wolverines, 
Jalissa Williams lead the way 
with 15 points and 10 rebounds, 

recording her second consecu-
tive double-double in confer-
ence play. Brittany Teets added 
12 points and five steals. Dani-
elle Cowart and Courtney Teets 
chipped in nine points apiece.

The Lady Wolverines faced 
the Lady Saints of Aquinas 
College Saturday, hoping to 
break their losing streak. But 
they were unable to do so, fall-
ing to the Lady Saints 96-57 
in their first conference home 
game of the season.

The Lady Wolverines (0-6) 
return to action Tuesday at 5:30 
pm to face the Lady Warriors of 
Indiana Institute of Technology.
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College Football 
Top Ten Poll

#1 Alabama (6)

Each Monday, members 
of the  Michigan Jour-
nal’s sports staff vote on 
college football’s top ten 
teams. A first place vote 
counts for 10 points, with 
the number decreasing by 
one for each rank lower.

Q&A with UM-Dearborn 
Player of the Week 
Danielle Campbell

Volleyball player Danielle Campbell

Q&A with Campbell
continued on page 10 

#2 Florida State

#3 Ohio State

#4 Auburn

#5 Missouri

#6 Clemson

#9 Baylor

Photo courtesy of Danielle Campbell

#8 Oklahoma State

#9 Michigan State

#7 Stanford

Members of the  Michi-
gan Journal’s sports staff 

submited a five-man 
ballot for the Heisman 

Trophy. A first place vote 
counts for 5 points, with 

the number decreasing by 
one for each rank lower.

Senior volleyball player 
Danielle Campbell was named 
the Michigan Journal’s Uni-
versity of Michigan-Dearborn 
Player of the Week for her 
performance two weeks ago 
(13 kills, one assist, 35 total 
attacks). Staff Reporter Dani-
elle Cowart had the opportu-
nity to talk with Campbell in 
part of a question and answer 
series.

Q: Where are you from?
A: Garden City.
Q: Where did you go to 

High School?
A: Garden City High 

School.
Q: What are you major-

ing in?
A: I’m majoring in Ele-

mentary Education. My major 
is social studies with a double 
minor in Math and Language 
Arts.

Q: Expected year of grad-
uation?

A: 2014.
Q: When and why did 

you start playing volleyball?
A: It’s a funny story actu-

ally. I was a dancer my entire 
life and when I got into high 
school my mom forced my to 
try out for volleyball because 
being 5’11 and a dancer did 
not mix well.  So, technically 
I was forced to play the sport, 
but once I got the hang of it, I 
never wanted to stop.

Q: Have you ever won 
any individual awards while 
playing volleyball?

A: In high school I was All-
Conference my junior and se-
nior years and was All-Region 
my senior year along with 
MVP of my team.  I was on the 
MEGA All-Academic team 
my junior and senior years 
and was awarded a Scholar 
Athlete award all 4 years of 
my high school career. In col-
lege, I have been Academic 

All-Conference for the past 
two years and received the 
MIP award in 2011. 

Q. What made you decide 
to go to the University of 
Michigan-Dearborn?

A: I knew I wanted to play 
college ball and with all of my 
offers, UM-Dearborn had the 
best degree. Academics are 
extremely important to me 
and I didn’t want to give that 
up to play volleyball some-
where. UM-Dearborn gave 
me the best of both worlds.

Q: What motivates you as 
an athlete?

A: The biggest motivation 
is just trying to be the best 
athlete I can be. I want to my 
team to be able to rely on me 
in any circumstances, on and 
off the court. 

Q: How has being a col-
lege athlete shape you as a 
person?

A: I have become much 
more mentally tough since 
becoming a college athlete. 
Things aren’t sugar coated as 
they were in high school. It is 
a skill that will stay with me 
for the rest of my life.

By DANIELLE COWART
Staff Reporter

12 years ago, Jason 
Watts had one goal: bring 
a lacrosse program to the 
University of Michigan-
Dearborn. 

A junior at the time, 
Watts was one of the 
founding members who 
helped create the club la-
crosse team for the 2001-
2002 school year.

From one of its first 
players to the several 
coaching roles, Watts has 
been with involved with 
the program since its inau-
gural season. He’s served 
as head coach since 2009.

Coming off the team’s 
first playoff appearance, 
Watts had been trying 
to deliver the newfound 
Wolverines to the next 
level.

On November 13, his 
efforts finally came to 
fruition when UM-Dear-
born announced that the 
lacrosse program had 
been elevated to varsity 
level for the upcoming 
season.

“Overall, it’s a huge 
step for the program,” 
Watts said in an interview 
with the Journal. “We had 
our ups and downs over 
the years. We made our 
first trip to playoffs last 
year and so our hope is 
to continue to build off of 
that and get back to play-
offs and win a champion-
ship.

“We’re thankful for the 
school to give us the sup-
port and opportunity to 
grow the program. This is 
a big start in helping us 
get to the next step.”

The lacrosse program 
becomes the ninth varsity 
sport at UM-Dearborn. 
Over the past two years, 
the university added three 
new varsity programs — 
men’s and women’s cross 
country in 2011, and 
men’s soccer in 2012.

“Students who are ac-
tive members of the UM-
Dearborn community of-
ten feel more connected 
to the university and do 
better in their course-
work,” interim athletic 
director Ann Lampkin-
Williams said in a press 
release by the university. 
“We’re continuing to look 
for creative ways to foster 
an inclusive campus com-
munity that is supportive, 
welcoming and engaging 
for our commuter and res-
idential students”.

Throughout its exis-
tence, the team has strug-
gled to recruit students 
with prior lacrosse expe-
rience. Another common 
hurdle involved player 
dues in order to partici-
pate in the sport. 

Those problems no lon-
ger exist for the Wolver-
ines with their jump to 
varsity.

“I think a big thing 
is that we were always 

charging player dues. A 
lot of lacrosse teams in 
the area, a lot of club pro-
grams, still charge dues,” 
Watts said. “I think that’ll 
be a big draw in itself, be-
ing varsity and not having 
to charge dues.”

With the jump to varsi-
ty occurring late into the 
year, the Wolverines will 
continue to search for tal-
ent on UM-Dearborn’s 
campus for the upcoming 
season. An open tryout 
will be held Monday, De-
cember 9, from 9-11 pm 
in the fieldhouse.

“We’re going to have 
an open tryout just to get 
some more people out 
on campus to increase 
our depth,” Watts said. 
“Depth has usually been 
our struggle year to year, 
so we’re hoping this year 
that the announcement 
will help draw some play-
ers out on campus to im-
prove our depth.”

After that, Watts and 
the team’s other coaches 
will begin their recruit-
ing efforts to build future 
success. The Wolverines 
are late into recruiting for 
the class of 2014. Focus 
has already shifted to the 
class of 2015 and beyond.

With the addition of 
The Union, the Wolver-
ines can search beyond 
their usual boundaries for 
prospective players.

“For this upcoming 
year, it might be a little 

difficult. But in future 
years, I think we can open 
our doors utilizing a lot 
resources online for on-
line recruiting,” Watts 
said. “We’ll still target 
the local high schools, but 
programs like Clarkston 
and Troy, they’ll be a 
little easier to target be-
cause we have the dorms 
now.”

Varsity status and the 
perks that come along 
with it will help the Wol-
verines schedule more 
games with stronger op-
ponents. But even as a 
club program, Watts says 
his team has regularly 
faced tough competition.

“Being that we’re in the 
CCLA Division II right 
now and of course, the 
WHAC, we have opportu-
nities to play some pretty 
tough competition,” he 
said. “The CCLA Divi-
sion II is probably one of 
the toughest conferences 
out of the entire NCLA. I 
mean, Grand Valley (MI) 
is usually top five ranked 
in the country. Last year, 
we played Grove City 
(PA) in the playoffs, and 
I think they were ranked 
ninth in the country at the 
time.

“Now that we have 
some more travel budget, 
we can reach out and try 

to target, go out and try 
to play some more nation-
ally ranked teams.”

A rigorous schedule 
will not only help the 
Wolverines grow as a 
team, but will sway voters 
mind’s come playoff time. 
Besides automatic and 
at-large bids, the NCLA 
national tournament is 
decided by a selection 
committee. Strength of 
schedule plays a sizable 
role in the selection pro-
cess and could help the 
Wolverines return to the 
playoffs.

12 years after helping 
found the lacrosse pro-
gram, Watts is excited to 
see it reach new heights. 
Talks of a jump to var-
sity began around 2010 
and were completed four 
years later.

“It’s been a work in 
progress,” Watts said. 
“We worked on it with 
Steve (Rotta) when he 
was AD (athletic direc-
tor). We’ve met with Vice 
Chancellor Henderson 
numerous times. We’ve 
been trying to share how 
much this program can 
mean to the university. So 
we’re just really thankful 
they’re giving us this op-
portunity, especially this 
year to get things start-
ed.”

Lacrosse program elevated to 
varsity level for 2013-2014 season
By RICKY LINDSAY
Sports Editor
@RLindz35

Lacrosse tryouts: December 9, 

9-11 pm at UM-Dearborn fieldhouse
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BREAKING BUCKEYES

Wolverines’ season hangs in balance 
against bitter rival Ohio State

Four months ago, The Game looked to have BCS and 
Big Ten title implications on the line. Now, Michigan’s 
game this Saturday against No. 3 Ohio State features a 
tale of two opposite teams. 

Anything you can do, I can do better:
Michigan possess a talented team, one that ends up 

near the top of the Big Ten in that regard. But so far, tal-
ent hasn’t translated to on-field production. Ohio State 
outmatches Michigan in nearly every aspect of play, sim-
ilar to the idiom “anything you can do, I can do better.” 
It’s a large reason why so many are expecting a slaughter 
in the Big House come Saturday.

The Wolverines (7-4, 2-4) have significantly underper-
formed based on their massive expectations entering the 
season. Meanwhile, Ohio State has torched the entire Big 
Ten  to the tune of a perfect 11-0 record; its offensive jug-
gernaut has averaged 48.7 points per game this season.

Michigan’s aim for consistency in its offense has expe-
rienced road bumps throughout the season. 

Redshirt junior quarterback Devin Gardner has crum-
bled behind a frail offensive line. Originally thought to 

thrive in Michigan’s pro style offense, he has struggled as 
the season has progressed. Since the Wolverines matchup 
against Nebraska, Gardner’s completion percentage and 
yards per attempt have dropped with each game.

Ohio State’s offensive success has flown through the 
hands of junior quarterback Braxton Miller. He’s flashed 
his dual-threat ability all season, passing for 1626 yards 
and 19 touchdowns while adding 738 yards and five 
scores on the ground.

Michigan’s running game woes happens to be Ohio 
State’s main strength. As a team, the Buckeyes have 
rushed for 3462 yards compared to the Wolverines’ 1417 
yards. Senior Carlos Hyde has led the way with 1064 
rushing yards and 13 touchdowns on 138 carries. He’s 
become the first 1,000 yard rusher under Ohio State head 
coach Urban Meyer.

Michigan does possess a strong rushing defense (No. 
14 amongst FBS teams). However, as visible this season, 
the wheels often fall off as the game progresses. Ohio 
State’s rushing defense tops even that of Michigan’s.

Aerial antics:
The lone area where Michigan is more statically sound 

than Ohio State is passing defense. The Wolverines are 
ranked No. 80 amongst FBS teams in the category, allow-

ing 236.6 passing yards per game. Ohio State finds itself 
at No. 81, a tad bit behind Michigan.

Ultimately, this game will be decided by a signal call-
er. Miller has the luxury of not having to throw the ball as 
much as Gardner, but can still be effective when needed. 
Gardner on the other hand, will need to show flashes of 
his performances earlier this season. With a weak running 
game, the Wolverines don’t have the luxury of spreading 
up offensive balance, so Gardner’s play calling and abil-
ity will be key. If he can mirror the performances he had 
against Notre Dame and Indiana, the Wolverines has a 
legitimate shot of doing damage in this game; even with 
how bad they’ve struggled this season.

A final farewell:
No matter how the two teams are faring, The Game is 

always an exciting showdown. With many of its current 
stars (Michigan’s Taylor Lewan and Jeremy Gallon, Ohio 
State’s Bradley Roby, Ryan Shazier, Miller, and Hyde) 
likely heading the NFL’s way at season’s end, it’ll be 
the last time we’ll see players in The Game that former 
coaches Rich Rodriguez and Jim Tressel recruited.

Ohio State and Michigan will kick off at 12 pm this 
Saturday on ABC.
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For Michigan, The Game lay in Gardner’s hands

Forget a Big Ten champi-
onship.

The Michigan Wolverines 
coughed up any dreams of 
that starting in Happy Valley.

Forget the team’s goal of 
10 wins that followed.

That’s gone up in flames, 
too.

But this Saturday, even at 
7-4 with all its original goals 
vanquished, Michigan can 
redeem itself and make ev-

eryone forget about all the 
troubles this season. 

Ohio State, the No. 3 team 
in the nation, comes into The 
Game undefeated for a sec-
ond consecutive year. The 
Buckeyes are the new own-
ers of the nation’s longest 
active winning streak and ap-
pear destined for a BCS bowl 
berth, presumably, the Rose 
Bowl game.

With a win over its bitter ri-
val, Michigan can end all this. 
End all the success rooting in 
Columbus. End all the disap-
pointments in its own season. 
And although the Wolverines 
won’t be attending a premier 
bowl game this winter, their 
season would already be writ-
ten with a happy ending.

The only thing matters is 
whatever happens against 
Ohio State Saturday. Right 
now, the popular choice is 
Ohio State. Once the betting 
lines are released, it’s only 
going to go in the Buckeyes’ 

favor.
But even with the project-

ed blood bath, Michigan does 
have a shot at pulling an all-
time upset.

For starters, this year’s ren-
dition of The Game will be 
played in Michigan Stadium. 
And to all those who doubt 
the prowess of home field ad-
vantage, you’re just kidding 
yourself or have never expe-
rienced it. There’s an added 
reason why Michigan lost 
at Penn State and Michigan 
State this year; home field ad-
vantage is a large factor.

Then there’s the fact that 
underdogs get up for the big 
games. Remember Akron and 
UCONN? Yeah, that’s Michi-
gan right now against Ohio 
State. Both teams gave the 
Wolverines fits early this sea-
son. Now, the Wolverines can 
do the same to the Buckeyes.

Oh, and even with all the 
offensive inconsistencies its 
faced all season, the stars have 

aligned for Michigan to re-
ceive its best effort Saturday. 
The Buckeyes possess a noto-
riously weak passing defense, 
even more delicate than the 
Wolverines. Redshirt junior 
quarterback Devin Gardner, 
though he has struggled and 
regressed as of late, has the 
ability to perform like a star. 
Think back not long ago to 
Under the Lights II, when he 
put on a show against Notre 
Dame. 

Sure, a lot of things have 
changed since then. Michi-
gan’s offensive line is frag-
ile. There’s no running game 
molded into the offense and 
the play calling appears to be 
on the fly.

It’s not impossible. Nor is 
it crazy. The Wolverines can 
pull off one of college foot-
ball’s all-time upsets Sat-
urday. But all they need is a 
collective effort. And a bit of 
luck on their side.
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