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 Graduation Approaches
UM-Dearborn welcomes guest speakers

By AARON YNCLAN
Staff Writer

As the end of the Fall ’13 
semester approaches, Univer-
sity of Michigan-Dearborn is 
preparing for the December 
commencement ceremonies. 
Slated for the 14th, the spe-

cial keynote speakers will be 
UM-Dearborn alumnus Liza-
beth Ardisana of ASG Re-
naissance and editor Paul An-
ger of the Detroit Free Press.

The co-founder and CEO 
of ASG Renaissance, Ms. 
Ardisana graduated from 

UM-Dearborn with a mas-
ter’s degree in mechanical 
engineering, and has another 
master’s in business admin-
istration from the University 
of Detroit as well as a bach-
elor’s degree in mathematics 
and computer science from 
the University of Texas. 

Her role requires her to 
oversee the day-to-day oper-
ations of ASG as well as the 
financial management. She 
also runs the Company Con-
sulting Services, a division 
that deals with the environ-
mental program management 
and minority development 
services. In addition, Ms. 
Ardisana takes an active role 
in the both the Michigan and 
Hispanic communities, serv-
ing on multiple corporate and 
educational boards such as 
the Michigan Colleges Foun-
dations and the Michigan 
Hispanic Chamber of Com-
merce (the latter of which 
she was the first women to be 
elected).

She received the Universi-
ty of Michigan Distinguished 
Alumni Award back in 2012, 
and her dedication and hard 
work has caused her to be 
named one of Metro Detroit’s 

most influential women.
An exceptionally accom-

plished journalist and pub-
lisher, Paul Anger gradu-
ated from the University of 
Wisconsin-Oshkosh and has 
spent more than forty years in 
the field of journalism, work-
ing for such distributions as 
the Des Moines Register, 
Knight Ridder News Service, 
and the Miami Herald. 

First joining the Detroit 
Free Press in 2005 as vice 
president and editor, Paul 
Anger has since risen in the 
ranks to be named editor 
and publisher. In that time, 
the Free Press has become 
renowned for its video pro-
duction and quality, and has 
been recognized for its excel-
lence in widespread journal-
ism. In 2008, the Free Press 
won its ninth Pulitzer Prize 
for its yearlong investigation 
into Kwame Kilpatrick and 
the text-message scandal (the 
Pulitzer was in Local Report-
ing).

In 2009, Mr. Anger won 
the National Press Founda-
tion Ben Bradlee Editor of the 
Year award and was named 
Gannet’s Editor of the Year in 
2008. He currently serves on 

the Detroit Media Partnership 
executive committee, is the 
president of Free Press Chari-
ties, and has served as a Pu-
litzer Prize judge four times.

Nearly 400 graduates will 
have the opportunity to hear 
the wisdom and experience 
of these two individuals at 
the commencement ceremo-
nies on December 14th. Liza-

beth Ardisana will speak to 
the College of Business, Col-
lege of Education, Health, 
and Human Services, and 
College of Engineering and 
Computer Science during the 
morning ceremony, and Paul 
Anger will speak in the after-
noon to the College of Arts, 
Sciences, and Letters.
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Detroit Free Press editor Paul Anger will be speaking at UM-
Dearborn’s commencement ceremony on December 14.
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Lizabeth Ardisana graduated from UM-Dearborn with a mas-
ter’s degree in mechanical engineering.

Rouge River: Past to Present
By RYAN KEELING, MITCH DZIEKAN, ANDREW KELLY, KELLY 
KOBERSTAD, AND CHAD RHODES
Guest Writers

UM-Dearborn students Ryan Keeling, Mitch Dziekan, 
Andrew Kelly, Kelly Kobberstad, and Chad Rhodes of the 
Geospatial Analysis and Mapping Certificate Program are in-
vestigating the Rouge River by comparing the current stream 
with how it looked in 1949.

Over the last century, the Rouge River has been modified 
by industrial, commercial, and residential areas. The river has 
been re routed, straightened, and in some places, completely 
removed. By looking at historical aerial photographs and dig-
itizing the stream using aerial photograph interpretation, the 
group was able to discover the Rouge River as it stood over 
sixty years ago   before much of the urbanization seen today 
had taken place.

DTE has a collection of historical aerial photographs of 
southeast Michigan starting in 1949. Unlike the imagery that 
you see in Google Maps, these are individual photographs 
that were taken by a plane of a small scene below. To cover 
the extent of the Rouge River, it took over 300 photographs 
which each had to be carefully referenced to a corresponding 
location. Kobberstad took the lead to provide spatial informa-
tion to many of these photographs. 

“We wanted to cover a good majority of the watershed, 

and to do that I knew it would require a lot of time and pa-
tience. The land has changed so much since 1949 that certain 
areas were hardly recognizable, which provided a consider-
able challenge. Usually main roads or old buildings are used 
as control points to match the landscape from the past to the 
present, but newer freeway interchanges, like I- 275 / I- 96, 
have drastically changed the aerial view. A certain degree of 
accuracy and precision had to be maintained in order to pro-
vide a usable map, and it took me several weeks to accurately 
georeference enough photographs to complete the task.”

Dr. Jacob Napieralski, a UM-Dearborn professor of geol-
ogy, challenged the group to develop a new method of ana-
lyzing the impact of urbanization on the Rouge River using 
Geographic Information Systems, or GIS. Using new stream 
data from FEMA, the Federal Emergency Management As-
sociation, the group was able to compare different parameters 
of the historical stream network to the one that is seen today. 
A variety of tools were used in the GIS program to compare 
the two stream networks and to identify the sometimes subtle 
differences between them. Many of these differences helped 
the group quantify the impacts that urbanization and industri-
alization have had on the Rouge stream network.

The group intends to present their research at the Associa-
tion of American Geographers conference that is being held 
April 8th -12th 2014 in Tampa, Florida.

“The land has changed so much since 1949 that certain areas were hardly recognizable, 
which provided a considerable challenge.”

-Kelly Koberstad

Q&A with UM-Dearborn 
Player of the Week with 

Jamiel Strickland
Sports, page 11
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Students’ Voice
Do you use RateMyProfessor.com?

By AMANDA GHANNAM
Staff Writer

Remember the good old days of elementary school, when we didn’t find out who our teachers would be until the first day of school? And we had no idea what they were 
like, or if our friends were in our class? Maybe some of us enjoyed that element of surprise at the beginning of the year, but now that we’re older, we can see there are 
definitely benefits to being able to choose your college professors in advance. And with websites like ratemyprofessor.com, it’s easier than ever to find out exactly what to 
expect at the beginning of each semester. If you haven’t used the site before, it’s basically a database of university professors. Each professor has a profile with an average 
rating out of 5 stars, and students can rate professors & specific courses based on factors like easiness, clarity, helpfulness, and hotness. (Yes, hotness—you can vote on 
whether professors are hot or not by awarding them a virtual chili pepper.)

We asked UM-Dearborn students whether or not they take advantage of this resource, and found a wide range of answers:

“I use it for every professor, for every semester,” said An-
thony Wagner, senior and student of liberal studies. “I’ve also 
rated all of my professors.” 

Taking full advantage of the site, students like Anthony 
always know exactly what to expect when registering for 
classes. The site offers a feature where students can rate not 
just the professor overall, but each class he or she teaches, 
so that students know the difference between how a profes-
sor teaches a 101 and a 300-level class, for example. Leaving 
detailed reviews of classes helps other students to be prepared 
for what could either be four months of Scantron exams or 
ten-page essays.

These features make the site popular, but not everyone 
depends on it. “I use it every semester, but I favor meeting a 
professor,” said Sam Parks, sophomore and mathematics ma-
jor. “But if I’m forced into a class due to scheduling or there 
being just one option then I do nothing. If there are a few 
professors I try to talk to them the semester prior. However I 
always check RateMyProfessor just to know what I’m getting 
into.”  

For Sam, checking the website provides some additional 
background, but it’s important to make one’s own judgments 
about a professor, as compared to other students’ opinions.

But not all students find it useful to read other students’ 
reviews. Amber Gasser, junior studying political science, said 
of the site, “I look at it occasionally, but I don’t find it use-
ful. I never really find the classes that I’m taking on there, so 
I don’t really have a good handle on what the professor will 
actually be like in the class I’m taking.” 

It can be tedious to search through so many reviews for 
details about the class you’re actually looking for. 

“I’d much rather talk to other students and find out what 
they think. Plus, a majority of the reviews are from people 
who didn’t do well in the class so they’re biased,” Amber 
added. 
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Around 
the 

World
A commuter train derailed on 

Sunday in the Bronx after 
going 82 mph into a 30 mph 

curve, federal safety officials said 
Monday.

Actor Paul Walker died on 
Saturday in a car accident in 

Santa Clarita, California.

Ukrainian President Viktor F. 
Yanukovich continued to refuse 

signing accords with the 
European Union amid 

thousands of protesters in 
Independence Square.

Shanghai officials issued a 
pollution warning after smog 
levels were reported to be 10 
times higher than the level 

considered safe by the World 
Health Organization.

SG opens the floor to students at 
Town Hall meeting

By NICK BITONTI
Staff Writer

Students got a chance to 
voice ask questions and voice 
their concerns to student gov-
ernment members last Tues-
day at Kochoff Hall. 

The sparsely attended Stu-
dent Government Town Hall 
Meeting and Open House 
complete with refreshments 
lasted from 11am-1pm. In ad-
dition to a serving as a plat-
form student concerns, the 
event served as an introduc-
tion to students who were 
unsure of the functions of stu-
dent government.

“We really want to hear 
what’s on student’s minds,” 
said student senator Anthony 
M. Wagner. “Unfortunately, 
I don’t think a lot of students 
fully understand the function 
of student government. We do 
lots of stuff. It’s just behind 
the scenes. We want students 
to know they have voices.”

Concerns ranging from 
the lack of sufficient cam-
pus parking to the lack of 
halal menu choices offered 
by campus food service pro-
vider, Sodexo were heard as 
student senators made their 
way through tables of snack-
ing co-eds.

A student who chose to be 
identified only as Moham-
mad, asked student govern-
ment members about the im-
minent closing of the Henry 
Ford Estate lot behind the 
field house.

“The university gave back 
the Estates their land and as 
a result, student parking will 
cease there shortly,” said 
Wagner. “A lot of students 
don’t know that you can park 
in CASL faculty spaces after 
6 pm. That’s what we’re here 
for.”

“We wanted more of an in-
formal setting for students to 
come and meet their represen-

tatives. We wanted to create 
a platform to gauge student 
issues reminiscent of what 
State Legislators do with cof-
fee hours,” said Student Gov-
ernment President, Wedad 
Ibrahim. “That’s basically our 
mission:  to work on student 
issues, but we can only do 
that when we know what the 
issues are.”

Ibrahim cites the lack of 
knowledge regarding the 
function of student govern-
ment as its biggest criticism. 
She wants students to know 
they do a lot more than “hand 
out buttons.”

Ibrahim lists the new cam-
pus Safe Walks and student 
government’s involvement 
in the search for a new Chief 
Lieutenant for Public Safety 
as examples of student gov-
ernment at work.

“Five years ago that never 
would have happened. They 
really didn’t hold a high re-

gard for student government 
at all,” said Ibrahim. “But 
now that our voice is being 
heard, we’re being taken seri-
ously. The fact that adminis-
tration asks us to sit on com-
mittees is a huge deal.”

Just like in State and Fed-
eral politics, change amidst 
bureaucracy is a slow multi-
tiered process. To start a con-
versation about instituting a 
fall break, Ibrahim and Sena-
tors had to first contact UM-
Dearborn Vice Chancellor 
Henderson. Then the conver-
sation heads to the registrars, 
the associate provost, the fac-
ulty senate, the provost and 
the regents. 

“Fall break is a door. If I 
push it will open. But I need 
to push really hard,” said 
Ibrahim. “Our student body 
is filled with some of the best 
and brightest that really do 
want to change things for the 
better.”

Professor receives grant from the 
National Science Foundation

By FATIMA FAKHREDDINE
Staff Writer

Professor Qiang Zhu of 
the University of Michigan-
Dearborn received a grant of 
$222,277 from the National 
Science Foundation.

Zhu is a professor of com-
puter and information science 
and applied for the grant by 
submitting a research pro-
posal to the NSF. The NSF 
has various research pro-
grams it oversees. Hundreds 
of proposals are looked over 
per year. Leading universities 
throughout the nation com-
pete for the grant that Zhu 
was given. 

Zhu said, “As a faculty 
member at a university, we 
submit proposals to various 
funding agencies like NSF 
every year to obtain funds 
to support our research proj-
ects.”

The NSF proposals go 
through a distinct process 
based on intellectual merits 
and broader impacts. It funds 
only a small percent of the re-
search proposals collected. 

“Since NSF research fund-
ing is highly competitive, re-
ceiving an NSF research grant 
is honorable and also indi-
cates the quality of the spon-

sored research,” said Zhu. 
Zhu will be using the grant 

to help advance and support 
the current research project he 
is working on. The project in-
cludes collaboration with an-
other university, undergradu-
ates, and graduates. 

“This grant is to support 
a research project in the da-
tabase and bioinformatics 
areas. A major portion of the 
funds is used to hire a Ph.D. 
student as a GSRA (Graduate 
Student Research Assistant) 
to work with me for the proj-
ect,” continues Zhu, “Some 
undergraduate and gradu-
ate students will also have a 
chance to participate in the re-
search via course or directed 
projects. We will collaborate 
with researchers from the 
Michigan State University on 
the research.”

According to Zhu, the best 
way to convince the NSF re-
viewers of your work is to 
“write a high quality propos-
al,” that will show them you 
want to “advance technolo-
gies in the relevant areas.” 
However, that is not the only 
qualification. 

Zhu said, “On the other 
hand, the NSF reviewers also 
evaluate the qualifications of 

the proposer(s) to see if he/
she is qualified to carry out 
the proposed work.”

He knows from experience 
the work that qualifies a per-
son to receive the grant. Zhu 
had carried out many works 
over the years that qualified 
him for the grant.  

“We have been conducting 
research in the relevant areas 
for many years and published 
extensively in top journals 
and conferences in the field. 

We have successful records 
in completing previous NSF 
and other sponsored research 
projects.” Zhu continues, “All 
these may have played a posi-
tive role in securing such a 
new grant.”

This is Zhu’s third NSF re-
search grant as a principal in-
vestigator. He will continue to 
apply for grants from the NSF 
for future research projects.

Ghadeer Alaradi/ MJ
Professor Zhu’s proposal to the National Science Foundation 
competed for the grant against hundreds of others.

UM-Dearborn students use GIS 
for innovative research in Detroit

By CHRISTINA PRUDY
Guest Writer

The University of Michigan-
Dearborn offers many opportu-
nities for students to perform 
research within their fields of 
interest in their local commu-
nities. One class in particular 
offers students a chance bring 
what they want to the table 
and expand on research topics 
they’re given: Advanced Geo-
graphic Information Systems 
(GIS). 

Taught by Dr. Jacob Na-
pieralski, Advanced GIS stu-
dents were split into groups at 
the beginning of the semester 
to collect and interpret data 
about key topics they were 
given. One group in particular 
decided to develop a new way 
to study land use in Detroit, fo-
cusing on walkability and loca-
tions of criminal activity within 
the Skillman Foundation’s Six 
Good Neighborhoods.

The Skillman Foundation 
was created in 1960 to improve 
the lives of Detroit’s children. 
In 2006, they launched a $100 
million, 10-year initiative fo-
cusing in six Detroit neigh-
borhoods which collectively 
hold nearly a third of the city’s 
children. These neighborhoods 
are Cody-Rouge, Brightmoor, 
Osborn, Northend, Chadsey-
Condon, and Vernor.  

“In addition to lacking re-
sources to assist the health and 
welfare of the children living 
there, the neighborhoods se-
lected had more unemploy-
ment, poverty, households with 
limited English proficiency, en-
vironmental hazards, and less 
residential stability than other 
areas in Detroit,” said Sonia 
Plata, one of the group mem-
bers working on this project. 
“The foundation’s main goal 
is to transform these neighbor-
hoods into safe, healthy and 

nurturing environments for 
children.”

The group has spent a large 
part of the semester gathering 
data from various organiza-
tions, such as Data Driven De-
troit, Detroit Future City, the 
Greening of Detroit, and SEM-
COG. The crime data was re-
ceived from the website www.
crimemapping.com, a relative-
ly new website containing lo-
cational information on crimes 
in Detroit for the past 6 months.

“It was later discovered that 
not all crimes are reported to 
Crimemapping.com, so we are 
limited by the data we have,” 
said Christie Smith, a mem-
ber of the project team. “This 
means that more crime may 
have occurred during our tem-
poral research frame, and our 
data may under-represent the 
prevalent issue of crime in De-
troit.”

Currently, there has been lit-

tle research done in these neigh-
borhoods using GIS software. 
GIS, or Geographic Informa-
tion Systems, allows students 
to take data of almost any sort 
and display it in an interactive 
map that helps them to visual-
ize, interpret, and understand 
data to make educated infer-
ences according to their topic. 
Utilizing both environmental 
and socioeconomic (including 
crime) data, the group hopes to 
produce a series of maps that 
will lead to future changes in 
land use and planning policy.

“A lot is changing in De-
troit right now,” said Elizabeth 
Bastian, who is another group 
member. “Detroit Future City 
has a team working to imple-
ment their future land use plan 
for the city, and mayoral elect 
Mike Duggan has his own 
10-point neighborhood plan. 
We want to make sure that 
there is some overlap in these 

initiatives, and that the people 
in these neighborhoods receive 
the attention they deserve.”

Although results are still be-
ing processed, much of what 
was learned about crime, va-
cancy, green space, and walk-
ability have all shown to in-
fluence each other. Areas with 
higher vacancy tend to have 
more crime. Areas with large 
parks tend to have a higher 
walkability (or are more walk-
able and pedestrian-friendly) 
than areas near industry. 

Already, some of the neigh-
borhoods have seen improve-
ments in community safety and 
quality of life through changes 
in land use planning. Bright-
moor, for example, is home 
to a farmway that repurposes 
vacant lots to provide fun and 
learning opportunities for com-
munity members.

“The small amount of fund-
ing that was needed to cre-

ate this was provided through 
grants received from founda-
tions such as the Skillman 
Foundation,” said group mem-
ber Kris Kleiner. “The benefits 
of this farmway are increased 
the eyes on the street and walk-
ability, and it generates an in-
come for the families involved 
by selling their product at the 
farmers market.”

The students are hoping to 
present their results to mem-
bers of the Skillman Founda-
tion sometime in the middle of 
December.

“Some of the results we are 
starting to get are surprising, 
and not quite what we expect-
ed,” said Bastian. “But we are 
confident that what our final 
product will still be useful to 
Skillman, and are really look-
ing forward to hear what they 
have to say about our research.”
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Head Full of Doubt/Road Full of  
Promise: Goodbye UM-Dearborn

By ELIZABETH BASTIAN
Staff Writer

I came to this campus three and a half years ago, knowing not a soul and with a pre-
conceived notion that these next few years were going to suck. For I was one of those stu-
dents who was confident that UM-Dearborn would merely be a pass-through to Ann Arbor, a 
method to get some gen-eds out of the way and save a bit of money. But after only a year at 
Dearborn, I knew that this was where I wanted to stay for the remainder of my undergraduate 
career. And after three and a half years, I actually am sad to go.

UM-Dearborn, with its incredible students, staff, and faculty members, has been able to 
give me the opportunities and knowledge to do things I never believe could be done. I have 
been able to travel all over the country and internationally, to conduct two independent re-
search studies, and to get to know my professors on a much closer level than I would at a 
bigger school. I was able to become involved in numerous student organizations, holding 
leadership positions in three of them. Instead of being just a number, or a small fish in a big 
pond, I am able to see people I know on campus no matter where I go.

And while the campus community is great, the actual city of Dearborn is even better. I feel 
so blessed to have been able to attend college in one of the most diverse places in the country. 
I have been able to attend cultural events, eat ethnic dishes, and explore various religious and 
cultural traditions that I would not be able to experience anywhere else in the world. Dearborn 
has taught me the true value of diversity, which is something I hope to surround myself with 
wherever I go in the next chapter of my life.

I don’t want to make this into a high-schoolesque “senior will,” and I think I have given out 
all the advice I can give in the past 36 months of column writing. But there are some people 
who have truly made my experience on this campus a great one, and without whom I would 
not be the person I am today. 

First, to the cross country club and varsity team. You were the first friends I made on this 
campus, and if it wasn’t for you the transition from high school to college would have been 
much more arduous and unpleasant. You have kept me focused, driven, athletic, and constant-
ly laughing. Most importantly, you have shown me that nothing is impossible when you set 
your mind to it (and train for months). You are my second family, and I am so lucky to have 
you all in my life. Remember that it doesn’t matter how long or how fast you run, as long as 
you go out and do it. There’s no such thing as too slow!

To Susie Garvey at CASL Advising, for answering all my frantic e-mails in a calm manner, 
and for getting me through all major-changing and adding crises.

To Professor Siegel and Dr. Moore, both of whom are sadly not at UM-Dearborn any-

more. 
Without them, I would probably have switched my major to engineering as a freshman, and 

be in a completely different place in my life than I am right now.
To Jon Larson: for responding to e-mails within seconds, for being super supportive of all 

my crazy ideas, and for being there to just talk if something is up. Your hard work is what 
helps to make student life possible on this campus. Thank you for everything.

To Marvelena and Melisa at the Office of Student Engagement, whose positive attitudes 
and conversations, and help with all things related to student orgs, always did wonders to ease 
my anxiety on bad days.

To the Fall 2010 CASL Honors Program cohort, for getting me through five semesters of 
some of the hardest reading material I have ever encountered, and for always being on Face-
book together the night before our papers were due.

To the woman who works out at the Fieldhouse every morning, and the woman who is the 
Career Services receptionist: I am sorry that I do not know either of your names, but you have 
said hello to me every morning, and asked how I was doing without fail. That small act of 
kindness really brightened my days on campus, and I cannot tell you how much I appreciate 
that gesture.

To the editorial teams of the Michigan Journal, from Fall 2011 to now; especially to Sam 
(Mom), Stephanie, Bobby, Troy, Tom-AAA, Thom-Thom, Laura, Chris, Sam B (Baby Girl), 
KG, Sahar, Savannah, Katelyn, and Jackie. You all have been there for me on the good days 
and the bad days, and have seen me in every possible emotional state of being. I have never 
laughed so hard, cried so much, stayed up so late, ate so much food, or drank so much cof-
fee as I have with all of you. I cannot wait to see where life takes you in the next ten years, 
because you are some of the most incredible people I have ever met. Thank you for your 
patience, your creativity, and your willingness to think outside the box.
And last but not least, to Sarah Lewis, the unsinkable force behind the Michigan Journal. I 
will always remember that fateful day where you asked me to be your Managing Editor, and 
I told you I had no idea what I was supposed to do with that. Luckily, we were able to figure 
that out together! We have made it through so much, and I cannot imagine what college 
would have been like if our paths had never crossed. I could not be prouder of the person 
you have become. Stay gold, Ponyboy.
To all of those graduating this month: congratulations. And to those left behind – do not let 
these next few years pass you by. Get involved on campus, and you will amaze yourself at 
the impact you can have.
So for today, goodbye. For tomorrow, good luck. And forever, Go Blue!

Intercontinental Love
By LAURA SANCHEZ
Staff Writer

I am in several long-
distance relationships. 
Now, before you strike me 
as a very unconventional 
person– let me clarify. I’m 
not talking about the type 
of flimsy, hard-to-main-
tain long-distance rela-
tionships that you call ro-
mantic. I’m talking about 
other type of long-distance 
relationships, the friend-
ship and family ones. Still 
hard-to-maintain, still dif-
ficult, but not flimsy at 
all. In fact, it’s the quite 
opposite; these are some 
of the strongest relation-
ships I have. Ironic, isn’t 
it? I have connections and 
relationships and friend-

ships with people who are 
so far away from me, yet 
whom I still communicate 
with on a daily basis. 

My best friends are all 
over Canada, the USA, and 
Mexico, and while we’re 
not literally close, we’re 
still close friendship-wise. 
These are the girls that I 
can call when I’m having 
a bad day or have exciting 
news to share. We have 
text, we Snapchat, we 
Twitter, we 

Facebook, we email. 
We do every type of social 
media you can imagine. 
These are the easiest rela-
tionships I have, though. 
However, our group texts 
can get quite annoying at 
times (sometimes we don’t 

know how to shut up), and 
my phone will not stop vi-
brating. 

These are the times I 
start to think, man, I need 
a break, but then I stop for 
a minute and think about 
how lucky I am to have 
these friendships that ex-
tend beyond country bor-
ders and stateliness. 

Being in a long-dis-
tance relationship with my 
parents is another story. 
By some twist of fate, 
we’re living in two sepa-
rate countries; they’re in 
Mexico and I’m in the 
States. 

Shockingly, being sepa-
rated from your parents is 
not the easiest thing in the 
world. I think it would be 

one thing to be separated 
from them state-wise, 
when I can drive to see 
them, do laundry at their 
house, and visit them for 
holidays like Thanksgiv-
ing. But living in two 

countries? That’s anoth-
er ball-game. That means 
we have stupid long-dis-
tance phone call rates, 
and different time-zones, 
and we need airplanes 
involved if we want to 
see each other. Somehow 
though, we make it work, 
although it’s hard. I have 
Dad calling me at the odd-
est times of the day, like 
when I’m in the shower or 
when I’m just about to go 
out on 

Friday evening. I have 

my mom calling me when 
I’m studying for my Span-
ish exam, eager to talk. I 
want to chat too – just not 
at that moment. We’ve 
slowly adapted into better 
routines, since Mom now 
knows how to iMessage 
me now (it’s free!), since 
texts are much easier than 
phone calls. Dad phones 
me every Friday morning 
without fail, and is eager 
to hear about my week. We 
all Skype with each other 
once in a while, and you 
haven’t seen true pleasure 
until you see your parents’ 
faces break into grins 
when they see their long-
lost, far-away daughter on 
their computer screen. It’s 
true bliss. 

Technology has eased the 
burden from being away 
from so many people, but 
nothing beats seeing them 
in real-life, especially 
when I’m lugging two 
suitcases in the airport, 
half-awake, and seeing 
my parents eagerly wait-
ing for me, enveloping 
me in hugs, luggage and 
all. When my friends and 
I are in the same coun-
try, in the same city, see-
ing each other for the first 
time in months, the shouts 
and the laughter and hugs 
are everywhere, and we 
just take off where we left 
off in our group conversa-
tions. Long-distance may 
suck, but it’s worth it in 
the end.
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Jason Singer, Not Asking Any Questions
 2013: What a Wrecking Ball

By JASON SINGER
Opinion Editor

It is here and it ar-
rived much sooner than I 
thought. 

The last column of 
2013.

This year has come and 
gone faster than Miley 
Cyrus’s engagement. 

With another year on 
the horizon, I look back on 
these past eleven months 
hoping, if anything, that 
maybe I can take a lesson 
or two away from it.

To be honest, I am not 
sure where this year has 
disappeared to. It feels 
like just yesterday I was 
wearing shorts and no 

shirt suffering from the 
tropic-like humidity of 
summer. Only to wake up 
today to find it so freezing 
outside I keyed someone’s 
car with my nipples. 

Perhaps this year has 
been so tumultuous be-
cause according to the 
Chinese calendar it is the 
Year of the Snake, the 
creature I despise most 
in the world. I don’t trust 
anything that doesn’t 
blink. And while sorority 
girls may look up to it due 
to its ability to unhook its 
jaw completely and swal-
low objects twice its size, 
I take no such pleasure in 
its wizardry.

This cursed year be-
gan with a death in the 
family. Certainly not a 
positive start. It was fol-
lowed by three weeks of 
all-consuming depression 
where I had no contact 
with any human being or 
sunshine. 

And as cheesy as it 

sounds, from darkness 
comes only light. Within 
this period I discovered a 
new and wonderful rela-
tionship marking the be-
ginning of my ascension 
back to normalcy. 

I have learned that no 
matter how far we fall, 
there will always be a 
ledge that catches us on 
the way down to reverse 
our inertia. Always re-
member this. When you 
find yourself in such a 
black hole with no end 
in sight, no hope of bet-
ter things to come, all you 
have to do is wait it out. 

Time is fleeting. Ironi-
cally, I did not learn this 
by losing someone close 
to me. Instead, the real-
ization came just a week 
ago when finally com-
prehending that this year 
has flown by. In this short 
timespan 

I have made friends and 
lost friends, seen family 
come together only to fall 

apart, had great times and 
terrible times, fallen in 
love, got my heart broken, 
then glued back together 
again.

We have such a ten-
dency to get wrapped up 
in the little things only to 
miss the things that really 
matter only when they’re 
gone. So going forward, 
I am going to try and ap-
preciate every experience 
and emotion-for better or 
for worse. If you are feel-
ing happy then don’t let 
something minor screw it 
up. If you are feeling sad 
then feel all of it. Embrace 
your emotions like Charlie 
Sheen embraces coke.

There have been mul-
tiple times this year where 
I’ve felt like I was being 
swallowed whole by some 
gigantic and hideous py-
thon. But one thing that 
helped me escape is some-
thing I have learned about 
relationships: You can’t 
pick your relatives, but 

you can certainly pick 
your family.

Blood is thicker than 
water my ass! Blood gives 
you diseases. And you 
know what’s thicker than 
both? Gasoline. 

It’s easy for us to get 
bogged down by school, 
work, friends, relation-
ships, drama. If all the 
world is a stage, like Wil-
liam Shakespeare so righ-
teously claims, and all of 
men and women are play-
ers, than this is one long 
fucking play.

2013-what a flippin’ 
shit show. And you know 
what? I wouldn’t have 
it any other way. Maybe 
there has been a thousand 
bad things to happen to 
me this year. But for ev-
ery dozen bad things there 
has been a spectacular one 
as well.

Like seeing Traverse 
City in the summertime.

Like kissing someone 
who loves you and you 

love them back with all 
your heart.

Like eating edibles by 
accident for the first time 
and blacking out for three 
days in San Francisco in 
an epic reenactment of 
The Hangover.

Like the hug a friend 
gives you when you have 
a bad day.

Like knowing that you 
are the captain of your 
fate.

The Year of the Snake-
glad it’s over but equally 
glad it happened. So get 
through exams, enjoy win-
ter break and the final days 
of this year, and remember 
not to take yourself or life 
too seriously. 

I’m starting to think 
that Shakespeare got it 
wrong- the world isn’t a 
stage, it’s more like a skit 
on SNL. 

See you on the flip 
side.

XOXO
Jason

“Dang flabbit, Miley! I told you not to 
drink Loco Hot Cocoa before bed!”

Settle for what?
By AMANI BADRAN
Staff Writer

As I’m sitting in this 
Hermz dress boutique 
watching my friend go 
back and forth between 
Sherri Hill gowns, I hear, 
faded in the background, 
“He Wasn’t Man Enough” 
by Toni Braxton and I 
can’t help but think how 
it is the anthem of my 
life. One: because these 
losers I pick never end 
up being man enough. 
Two: because the girls 
after me can’t understand 
that they are the down-
grade.

Does it make me com-
pletely weird that I live 
for watching the down-

grade? I don’t like to say 
that I’m the best you’re 
going to get, but if the 
one before me was a rude 
bitch and the one after 
me has a quarter of the 
brain cells I do, then it 
speaks for itself.

When I say down-
grade, I don’t only mean 
in looks (although that’s 
pretty obvious). I’m also 
talking about personality, 
smarts and well her level 
of ratchet. So when your 
next girl is not as smart 
as I am, you’re down-
grading. When she’s 
less interesting than I 
am, you’re downgrad-
ing. When her extensions 
are nappy and she shows 

cleavage, stomach and 
leg in the same outfit, 
you’re downgrading.

All those are plausible 
right? I do understand 
that they’re all subjec-
tive opinions but that’s 
fine because I’m com-
pletely confident that 
they will be true. I think 
it’s amusing to see it. But 
I have to admit, it pisses 
me off. No, not because I 
have to see you with her 
but because I can’t help 
but think of how you 
placed me and her in the 
same category. Obvious-
ly we’re not. But anyway, 
like I said in the begin-
ning, he clearly wasn’t 
man enough for me.

Photo courtesy of zalebs.com

Photo courtesy of novafm.com.au



ARTS &
ENTERTAInMENT

The Michigan Journal / 6 Vol. XLIII, No. 12
December 3, 2013

Photo Courtesy of Ahmed Ghani

Photo Courtesy of sallybeauty.com

Photo Courtesy of geeknewsnetwork.net

By MIRANDA KARANFILI 
Guest Writer 

UM-Dearborn 
StyleWatch

By SAVANNAH RHEINHART
Managing Editor

By NAURA BERRO
Guest Writer

Since 2012, Sahar Dika 
has been wandering around 
campus looking for the most 
stylist students at the Univer-
sity of Michigan-Dearborn as 
the Michigan Journal’s Arts 
and Entertainment editor. 

Some are student leaders 
on a budget. Others are fresh-
man with a love for labels. 
Either way, she always finds 
the most fashion-forward 
students. 

However, despite writing 
weekly articles about fashion, 
interning at StyleLine Maga-
zine, and having a closet that 
rivals anything Carrie Brad-
shaw could dream of, Sahar 
forgot the real fashionista of 
our campus: herself.

In honor of Sahar’s final 
Michigan Journal publica-
tion as Arts and Entertain-
ment editor, it only seemed 
fair to feature her, as she is 
arguably the most stylish and 
innovative dresser our cam-
pus has ever seen. 

Sahar is wearing light blue 
jeans from Zara, topped with 
a simple tank top from For-
ever 21. Around her neck is 
a Banana Republic black snit 
infinity scarf. 

She adds a flannel wrapped 
around her waist from Amer-
ican Eagle and brown Dolce 
Vita boots with buckles. Add-
ing the finishing touch to her 
modern and polished grunge 
look is a Zara black leather 
jacket with silver hardware. 

On her wrist is a daily favor-
ite, a rose gold Michael Kors 
watch.

Not pictured is possibly 
Sahar’s favorite accessory, 
a Louis Vuitton bag. Even 
when studying all day on 
campus, she can bring style 
to her look with a useful and 
fabulous purse. Sahar proves 
that you can combine inex-
pensive pieces with high-end 
labels and create a unique 
and progressive look.

Everyone on campus is 
going to miss her style, her 
smile, and sassy attitude. 
Everyone at the Michigan 
Journal is so proud of all she 
has accomplished and cannot 
wait to see her take Chicago 
by storm!

The True Fashion Icon of Campus 

This weekend the highly 
anticipated Catching Fire the 
second movie in The Hunger 
Games trilogy had theatres 
selling out shows all through 
its debut weekend. The sec-
ond film directed by Francis 
Lawrence picks up where 
the first movie ends with 
Jennifer Lawrence returning 
in her role as victor Katniss 
Everdeen.

As Katniss and Peeta 
Mellark, played by Josh 
Hutcherson embark on the 
victors tour after winning 
the Hunger Games while be-

neath the surface of Panem 
the citizens in the district are 
rising together on the brink 
of a revolution.  President 
Snow does his best to con-
tain the uprisings and has 
every intention to kill Kat-
niss Everdeen, and when she 
is reaped again to compete in 
the Quarter Quell she fights 
not only for her life but to 
save the life of  Peeta Mel-
lark.

Fans of the books will re-
ally enjoy the second film. 
Francis Lawrence kept so 
many elements from the 
novels and portrayed them 
across film beautifully, with 

amazing effects and stun-
ning cinematography. Jenni-
fer Lawrence’s performance 
of Katniss Everdeen was 
nothing short of spectacular 
as well as many other great 
performances from the rest 
of the cast. 

As a fan of the books 
and the movie, I give it two 
thumbs up and was really 
pleased by the outcome. I 
would definitely see it again 
and would encourage every-
one else around me to watch 
it too. Catching Fire was re-
leased on Friday to the pub-
lic and is playing in movie 
theatres everywhere. 

Catching Fire 
Blazing the Box Office

Throughout the years, 
I have experimented with 
countless different sham-
poos, conditioners and oil 
treatments to help manage 
my thick and unruly hair. 
Day after day I struggled to 
keep it looking shiny and 
healthy, but my attempts al-
ways failed, until one day, 
I stumbled upon a shampoo 
containing a fantastic in-
gredient, ARGAN OIL.

I remembered reading an 
article on the benefits this 
particular oil has on hair 
and skin, so I thought “what 
have I got to lose, I’ve put 
my hopes into loads of oth-
er products, let’s give this 
one a try.” 

After several uses, I be-
gan to notice a surprising 
difference in my hair; it 
was much easier to manage, 
I could actually brush my 
hair pain free, my hair ap-
peared shinier and health-

ier. Finally, a product that 
lives up to its expectations.

So what’s the big deal 
about argan oil, you’re 
wondering? Well here are 
some facts:

-          Argan oil is made 
from the kernels of the ar-
gan tree

-          Argan trees subsist 
only in Morocco, (which 
brings me to the next fact)

-          Argan oil is the rar-
est oil in the world (which 
also brings me to the next 
fact)

-          Due to its scarcity, 
argan oil is costly

-          Has multiple uses 
(cooking and cosmetic)

-          Promotes the 
healthy appearance of all 
types of hair and skin

In the last years, Argan 
oil has become increasingly 
popular in North America, 
but there is another product 
on the market that has also 
received a lot of hype - Mo-
roccan oil. 

Some may not be aware, 
but there is a considerable 
difference between the two 
oils. Moroccan oil has been 
praised for containing ar-
gan oil, but it also contains 
a long list of other ingredi-
ents such as silicones, arti-
ficial fragrances and other 
chemicals. Argan oil, in 
contrast, does not contain 
any added ingredients; it 
contains only natural in-
gredients such as vitamin 
E, antioxidants, and fatty 
acids.

Although, it may seem 
wiser to choose the oil in 
its purest form, I still trust, 
(from experience) that any 
product containing this 
wonderful oil will surely 
meet your expectations.

 So for all you girls (or 
guys) who are tired of fight-
ing with your long tangled 
locks, put an end to your 
misery and pick up a bottle 
of this precious oil during 
your next shopping spree!

Argan Oil: A Natural Remedy 
for Healthy Hair 

Top of the Charts

1. lORDE: rOYALS

2. Eminem Ft. 
Rihanna: The Monster

3. Miley Cyrus: 
Wrecking Ball
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This Week in Gaming
Xbox One Rundown  

By AARON YNCLAN
Staff Columnist

By MARYANNE RAFKA
Copy Editor

Listen:
I am very bad at this.

I don’t want to hurt myself anymore,
so I’m drawing sunrises

and flowers
and happiness on my skin.
I want these things to stay.

I want them to be permanent.
I want to be able to look at myself

and see the beauty I’ve been ignoring.
I want to want to go out

and not only to have something to do
other than think about the hurt.

You see,
I’m not trying to make things hard.

It’s not like I wake up every morning
and plan out all the sad I’m going to feel.

But a long time ago
I found myself swallowed whole by all the thoughts

I can’t stop thinking.
I was left by people

who attached themselves to me
and then walked away,

leaving scars where hope should be.
I’m trying.

I swear I’m trying,
but these things take time.

The body knows to heal itself,
but sometimes

it has to keep picking at the wound
until the blood has drained the bathroom sink.

Sometimes
the mind has to rethink everything

way too many times
to end up coming up with the conclusion

that it’s time to stop.
When you find yourself alone

at 2:30 in the morning
crying for no reason at all,

it’s time to stop.
It’s time to claw your tear ducts out.

It’s time to break your bedroom mirror.
It’s time to burn the letters,

sweaters,
pictures,
books.

It’s time to delete those voice mails,
text messages,

phone numbers.
It’s time to open the window

to your heart
and let yourself breathe.

You can become claustrophobic
living inside of yourself for too long.

You can forget that there is anything else outside of you.
Too often

I forget there is anything else outside of me.
So this isn’t just another poem.

This is a promise I am making to myself:
give.

Give to yourself.
Give yourself the respect you deserve

and love yourself enough
to get the fuck up

today.

Writer’s Corner 

First Nintendo; then it was 
Sony; now Microsoft has of-
ficially entered the console 
race with the launch of the 
Xbox One. 

Revealed to the masses at 
a special unveiling prior to 
E3, the Xbox One (or Xbone, 
as it has been so tastefully 
christened by many) has had 
to fight a rigorous uphill bat-
tle to win gamer enthusiasm. 

While a few optimistic 
spectators marveled at the 
potential of the new black 
box, the vast majority of the 
gaming world (critics includ-
ed) was set ablaze with anger, 
confusion, and uncertainty 
by a litany of design choices.

 An always-online require-
ment, unsavory used game 
policies and restrictions, a 
focus on multi-media pur-
poses and online services 
over gaming,and a required 
Kinect connection to use 
the system were some of the 
fiercest controversies to hit 
the system, and gamers made 
their discontent felt with such 
tenacity that Microsoft was 
forced to do a complete re-
versal of nearly all of its poli-

cies within 
weeks.

The re-
versal has 
supposed-
ly served 
the system 
well, as 
the XOne 
has fol-
lowed in 
the foot-
steps of 
the PS4 to 
sell over 
1 million 
c o n s o l e s 
in 24 
hours. 

It has 
also shad-
owed PlayStation’s steps 
with a console launch fraught 
with online bugs and faulty 
hardware. And like the PS4, 
even if the system didn’t suf-
fer from technical issues, 
would it be worth a day-one 
purchase?

Two of the major selling 
points of the system were its 
launch lineup of exclusive 
titles and its online services. 
The “all-in-one living room” 
services, particularly the tele-
vision integration, have been 
well received thus far and 

Microsoft has promised to 
expand on the online facili-
ties in the future (for a more 
in-depth analysis of the “liv-
ing room” functions, I’d rec-
ommend Polygon’s review).

The gaming lineup, how-
ever, has been somewhat di-
visive.

There are three AAA-titles 
that Microsoft has promoted 
for most of its advertising; 
Dead Rising 3, Forza Mo-
torsport 5, and Ryse: Son 
of Rome. Dead Rising and 
Forza Motorsport have been 

well-received by critics, sit-
ting at 78% and 82% on 
Metacritic, respectively, with 
Rising receiving praises for 
it’s open-world and combat 
and laments for it’s story and 
characters in equal measures 
while Motorsport has been 
recommended for its visceral 
gameplay despite it’s rather 
light features. 

Ryse, on the other hand, 
hasn’t fared so well. Micro-
soft’s answer to God of War, 
Ryse: Son of Rome has been 
universally praised for its 

stunning visu-
als and spec-
tacular produc-
tion values, yet 
it’s gameplay 
and story have 
been much 
more divisive, 
with some crit-
ics enjoying the 
hack-and slash 
mayhem and 
simplistic tale 
while others 
have bemoaned 
the story as 
cookie-cutter 
fodder and the 
gameplay as 
Q T E - h e a v y 
and overly lim-

ited.
Much like the PS4, the 

lineup of third-party multi-
platform titles like Call of 
Duty: Ghosts and FIFA 14 
have proven superior on the 
XOne as opposed to the 360. 

But while the notion of 
upgrading current gen titles 
to next-gen for merely $10 
is promising, the prospect of 
them driving sales over ex-
clusive titles is not.

Largely devoid of indie 
games, the XOne is instead 
relying on smaller titles from 

studios to round out the line-
up, with a parade of games in-
cluding Lococycle, Crimson 
Dragon, Killer Instinct, Zoo 
Tycoon, and Fighter Within. 
Trouble is, most critics say 
they’re not particularly good. 

The two Kinect titles 
Crimson Dragon and Fighter 
Within have been largely re-
viled by critic due to faulty 
controls, uninspiring level 
design, and wonky storytell-
ing, and Killer Instinct is the 
only smaller game that has 
managed to score a Metac-
ritic grade higher than 70%.

As it stands, the Xbox One 
appears to be in a similar, 
possibly better, position as 
the PlayStation 4.The online 
capabilities that are there are 
sound, and despite the largely 
throwaway lineup there are 
still a few gems that should 
tide gamers over until heavy 
hitters like Titanfall and 
whatever Black Tusk Studios 
is developing. 

And with a slew of multi-
platform games like Watch_
Dogs, The Evil Within, 
Thief, and many others, nei-
ther Xbox One nor PS4 own-
ers should have any trouble 
finding something to play 
this coming year.

M a n d e l a :  L o n g 
Wa l k  t o  F r e e d o m  i s  a 
f i l m  t h a t  s e e k s  t o  i l -
l u s t r a t e  a  m a n s  p u r -
s u i t  t o  f i g h t  f o r  w h a t 
h e  b e l i e v e s  i n ,  t h e  e x -
t e n t  o f  w h a t  M a n d e l a 
i s  w i l l i n g  s a c r i f i c e 
f o r  a  c a u s e  a n d  t h e  u l -
t i m a t e  l e n g t h s  o n e  h u -
m a n  w i l l  j o u r n e y  t o  b e 
h e a r d  b y  t h e  p e o p l e . 

T h e s e  i s s u e s  c o u l d 
b e  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  a n y 
o b s t a c l e s  t h r o u g h -
o u t  r e c o r d e d  h i s t o r y. 
We l l ,  t h i s  f i l m  s h o w s 
t h e  a u d i e n c e  t h a t  a 
m o v e m e n t  c a n  b e  d e -
s i g n e d  b y  a n  a v e r a g e 
c i t i z e n  o r  a  h i g h - p r o -
f i l e  p u b l i c  f i g u r e  a s 
w e ’ r e  i n t r o d u c e d  t o  a 
y o u n g  m a n  w h o  c r e -
a t e s  a  c a u s e  t h a t  w a s 
f e l t  a r o u n d  t h e  w o r l d . 

M a n d e l a :  L o n g 
Wa l k  t o  F r e e d o m  i s  a 
b i o g r a p h i c a l  f i l m  t h a t 
f e a t u r e s  t h e  s o l i d  a c -
t o r  I d r i s  E l b a  a s  t h e 
t i t l e  r o l e .  S u r p r i s i n g -

l y,  h e  d o e s  a  d e c e n t 
j o b ,  d e s p i t e  t h e  w e a k 
s c r i p t .

 E l b a  b e c o m e s  u n -
r e c o g n i z a b l e ,  i m m e r s -
i n g  h i m s e l f  i n  M a n -
d e l a ’s  w o r l d ,  w h i c h 
w a s n ’ t  d i f f i c u l t  t o 
d o  t h a n k s  t o  a c c u r a t e 
s e t s  a n d  o n - l o c a t i o n 
s h o o t i n g  w h e r e v e r 
p o s s i b l e .  S p e n d i n g  a 
d a y  l o c k e d  i n  M a n -
d e l a ’s  c e l l  o n  R o b b e n 
I s l a n d  a n d  w a l k i n g 
w h e r e  M a d i b a  w a l k e d 
m u s t  h a v e  a n c h o r e d 
h i s  p e r f o r m a n c e  a n d 
r e s o n a t e d  o n  a n o t h e r 
l e v e l  f o r  t h e  a c t o r , 
w h o s e  c a s t i n g  m i g h t 
h a v e  c o m e  a s  a  s u r -
p r i s e  t o  s o m e .

T h i s  f i l m  w a s  c o n -
c e i v e d  b y  D i r e c t o r 
J u s t i n  C h a d w i c k  a n d 
s c r e e n w r i t e r  Wi l l i a m 
N i c h o l s o n . 

W h i l e  i t  d o e s  i t s 
b e s t  t o  j a m  p a c k  5 0 
y e a r s  i n t o  1 4 6  m i n -
u t e s ,  i t  r e a l l y  d o e s n ’ t 
c a p t u r e  t h e  c o m p l e t e 
e s s e n c e  o f  M a n d e l a ; 
h o w e v e r  o n e  o f  t h e 

m o s t  p o w e r f u l  s c e n e s 
c o m e s  w h e n  h e ’s 
d e e m e d  a  t e r r o r i s t 
a n d  a r r e s t e d ,  a s  e v -
e r y o n e  k n o w s  h e  m u s t 
b e ,  t h e  n e w s  i s  d e l i v -
e r e d  t o  Wi n n i e  v i a  a 
b o y  d a s h i n g  t h r o u g h 
t h e i r  t o w n s h i p ,  l e a p -
i n g  o v e r  f e n c e s  a n d 
r a c i n g  t h r o u g h  a l l e y s , 
u n t i l  h e  r e a c h e s  h e r 
y a r d  a n d  y e l l s  o u t , 
“ T h e y  c a u g h t  h i m ! ” 

Wi n n i e ’s  f a c e  h e r e , 
f r a m e d  b y  t h e  n a r r o w 
d o o r w a y  o f  h e r  h o m e , 
d o e s  a l l  t h e  e m o t i o n a l 
w o r k  y o u  m i g h t  e x -
p e c t ,  h e r  w i d e ,  h e r 
m o u t h  t w i s t e d  i n  h o r -
r o r  a n d  h e r  b a b y  o n 
h e r  h i p .

 I t ’s  t h i s  s c e n e ,  a s 
w e l l  a s  o t h e r s ,  t h a t 
w i l l  g e t  t h e  a u d i e n c e 
e m o t i o n a l l y  t a n g l e d 
i n t o  o n e  m a n ’s  v i s i o n 
t o  g o  f r o m  b e c o m i n g 
a  i d e a l i s t i c  l a w y e r 
t o  b e c o m i n g  t h e  f i r s t 
p r e s i d e n t  o f  p o s t -
a p a r t h e i d  S o u t h  A f -
r i c a .

By MAXIMILLION 
BOUDREAUX
Guest Writer 

Mandela:
Long Walk to Freedom
Fails to Capture Essence of Mandela 
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Student (is this real) Life
I try to say goodbye, and I choke...

December 3-December 10
Tuesday, December 3

AIDS Day Bake Sale
10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.

University Center

Haven Against Haiyan Fundraiser
12:00 p.m.-3:00 p.m.

Kochoff Hall C

Gender Justice and Social Change in
Metropolitan Detroit Speaker Series

3:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m.
1072 CASL Building

Chanukah Party 2013
3:30 p.m.-5:30 p.m.

1225 University Center

Documentary Screening and Discussion of
“Deepsouth”

7:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m.
Kochoff Hall B

Wednesday, December 4
Sexuality and Faith: A Conversation with

Openly Gay Clergy
3:00 p.m.

Kochoff Hall A

Friday, December 6
The Blackout Party
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.

Fairlane Center Quad E

Tuesday, December 10
OSE Late Night Breakfast

10:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.
The Union

What’s going on around campus?

By SARAH LEWIS
Editor-in-Chief

I haven’t changed much 
at all since I was a little nug-
get. I still get rabidly ex-
cited about any and every 
holiday…Arbor Day? That’s 
what I’m talking about. Fall-
ing asleep before the first day 
of classes doesn’t come easy. 
I basically have the same 
haircut: bangs included. And 
I hate saying goodbye.

I’d rather leave than be 
left. I guess it’s because I’m 
a little selfish, or maybe it’s 
just the child in me, but I 
don’t think I’ll ever like be-
ing left behind.

I’ve been dreading this 
week for quite some time 
now. Two of my close friends 
at this university are graduat-
ing, and I don’t think my last 
semester will feel quite like 
real life without them. For-
tunately, I have the chance 
to write out my goodbyes in-
stead of saying them.

Liz Bastian and Sahar 
Dika, this article is for you, 
boos. I was brought close 
to both of these wonderful 
ladies through The Michi-
gan Journal, and I’ve been 
incredibly inspired by their 
fierce individuality and daz-
zling drive.

You know when you’ve 
known someone for a while 
and then out of practically 
nowhere you become super 
close leaving you wonder-
ing what the hell has kept 
you from being best friends 
since the minute you met? 

That’s how I would explain 
my friendship with Liz. This 
girl is the absolute definition 
of i-n-d-e-p-e-n-d-e-n-t.

She can multitask better 
than anyone on earth, wakes 
up at probably 4 a.m. to work 
out, and is graduating in only 

three and a half years. Yeah, 
she’s fiercer than Beyoncé.

I’m so proud of everything 
that you are, and I will never 

forget that you are the An-
nie to my Hallie or in other 
words, the Lindsay Lohan to 
my Lindsay Lohan.

I think it’s important for 
everyone to have a peer that 
they look up to, and Liz, you 
will always be that person for 
me.

How can I explain Sahar 
Dika? I could tell you about 
what she carries in her Louis 
Vuitton purse that she paid 
for herself, that she was on 
The Real World, or that she 
does an impeccable imper-
sonation of Theresa from 
Long Island Medium, but 
that wouldn’t really be doing 
her justice.

Sahar is the older sister I 
wish I had who gives great 
advice and has an even great-
er closet. I can’t even talk 
about how she’s moving to 
Chicago after graduation be-
cause I feel like I could burst 
into tears at any given mo-
ment.

I am beaming with pride 
for both of you babes, and I 
love you dearly.

It’s hard to believe I never 
would have had either of you 
in my life if it weren’t for this 
newspaper. I know I say this 
all the time, but this is why 
it’s so important to get in-
volved before you graduate. 
These years come and go so 
quickly; don’t give them up.

Make the friendships that 
will make you cry when you 
get left behind. But goodbyes 
are the hardest thing for me 
to say, and that’s why I’m not 
saying it. I’ll meet you guys 
on the other side when I grad-
uate in April.

XOXO.Sarah Lewis/MJ

The Black Student Union prepares for The Blackout
By TYESHA VINSON
Student Life Editor

The Black Student Union 
(BSU) is hosting The Black-
out Party for HIV/AIDS 
awareness on December 6 
at 9:00pm in Quad E of the 
Fairlane Center.

This event is donation 
based and all proceeds will 
be used to benefit a family 
affected by HIV/AIDS for 
the holiday season. Because 
of the theme of the party, 
black attire is strongly sug-
gested.

The Black Student Union 
hopes to be able to buy coats, 
hats, food, and toys so the 
family they donate to will 
have an enjoyable Christmas 
this year. The Black Student 
Union aims to do all they can 
in serving their community.

For the Black Student 
Union, this is the last event 
of the semester and it’s a big 
one. BSU President, Saidah 
Murphy estimated that at 
least 150 people will be in 

attendance.
It will be a night filled 

with fun, music and dancing. 
BSU is giving the students a 
chance to party for a cause.

Another fun thing about 
the upcoming Blackout Party 
is the challenges amongst 
friends that have come from 
this event.

Eiman Hairston, a Student 
Representative for BSU, has 
made a deal with other BSU 
members to shave his afro if 
they reach their goal of $250.

Hairston has been grow-
ing his afro for almost a year 
now and he’s developed a 
special bond with his now 
trademark afro, but he’s will-
ing to part with it if it means 
helping a family affected by 
HIV/AIDS.

Hairston said, “I’ve been 
growing this baby ever since 
around the time I started 
working at the Union, so 
around March.”

This will be a fun event 
for all students, but the Black 

Student Union doesn’t want 
the spread of HIV/AIDS to 
continue. It is important to 
remember the HIV/AIDS is 
real and it is serious.

BSU President, Saidah 
Murphy said, “Know your 
status, get tested.”

Aside from the serious 
message, Blackout will be a 
happy occasion for BSU and 
the students in attendance 
will be able to end the semes-
ter with a bang.

Murphy said, “It’s a cel-
ebration for the end of the 
semester and we just want 
everybody to come out and 
have fun.”

BSU has very high hopes 
for this event and the up-
coming semester. Hairston 
said, “We are thrilled for 
this event. This here will be 
the next trademark event for 
BSU.”

Take the time to party with 
your peers and help a family 
affected by HIV/AIDS have 
a better holiday season.

Photo courtesy of UM-Dearborn Black Student Union.
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Winter Break is from December 19, 2013 to January 5, 2014. Happy Holidays!

UM-Dearborn’s Spanish Club, La Mezcla, is hosting a Movie Night Thursday, December 5 
at 2:00 p.m. They will be showing The Sea Inside, a movie based on the true story of Ramon 
Sampedro and his thirty year campaign for Euthanasia. This will be a great opportunity for stu-
dents in need of extra credit for cultural events.

The Chem Club will be hosting a fun and exciting fundraiser event at BD’s Mongolian Grill 
Thursday, December 5 from 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. This year the Chemistry faculty members of 
UM-Dearborn will be guest grilling.

The InClude Office is hosting a screening of ‘deepsouth’ Tuesday, December 3 at 7:00 p.m. 
‘deepsouth’ is a documentary about the American South and it’s citizens. It covers important 
issues such as their history, poverty, and the rise of HIV. After the movie screening there will be 
Q & A with the director, Lisa Biagiotti.

Photo courtesy of UM-Dearborn Chemistry Club

Photo courtesy of wikipedia.com

Photo courtesy of La Mezcla.

Photo courtesy of InClude.

If your organization has an event 
you want The Michigan Journal 

to know about, please email us at  
umd.mj.studentlife@gmail.com!

Events to Lookout for in December
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UM-Dearborn
Player of the week

Jeremy Klotz
Hockey

Hat trick against 
University of Toledo in 
Great Lakes Showcase

By GEOFF MEHL
Staff Reporter
@GeoffMehl

By RICKY LINDSAY
Sports Editor
@RLindz35

Sophomore tight end Devin Funchess celebrates his fourth quarter touchdown against Ohio State in The Game.

Walking to the Crisler 
Center, you could feel it. 
Anybody could.

The two feelings were 
spread throughout the air like 
humidity on a steamy sum-
mer’s day.

Michigan had just given 
Ohio State the fight of its life, 
shocking many in the process. 
The Wolverines valiantly lost 
to the No. 3 Buckeyes 42-41 
in the latest rendition of The 
Game. 

Though there were many 
tears, many cheers, and of 
course, many jeers on the 
field, it was anything but on 
the concourse.

At least for Michigan fans.
There was no sorrow by 

the Wolverines faithful head-
ing towards the Michigan 

Stadium gates. Complaining 
nor repugnance didn’t exist 
Saturday, either. The feeling 
was rather mellow. Michigan 
gave its fans plenty of things 
to cheer about, thought they 
had lost.

But for Ohio State’s fan 
base, it sure must’ve felt like 
a loss. “That team up north” 
gave Ohio State a run for it’s 
BCS money throughout. If 
not for Devin Gardner los-
ing mobility as the game pro-
gressed, the Buckeyes would 
probably have experience a 
monumental defeat with just 
seconds remaining. The once 
joyous and overbearing Ohio 
State fans soaked in scar-
let were awfully speechless 
while making their post-game 
voyage to their vehicles.

The Wolverines had just 
stunned a team that had wide-
ly been expected to massacre 
them (except for myself, who 
picked Michigan to win, 24-
21). No, it wasn’t the type 
of stunning performance that 
comes in a win — they had 
lost by just a mere point on a 
failed two-point conversion 
attempt. 

But for a Michigan team 
that put up 41 points, 603 
yards, and six touchdowns on 
a team in contention for a bid 
to play in the BCS national 

championship game, it speaks 
volumes.

For one, any doubt of un-
certainty surrounding Brady 
Hoke and his coaching staff 
has vanished. Unless the Wol-
verines suffer an immense 
regression in the bowl game, 
things will stay intact in Ann 
Arbor.

The future wellbeing of 
the Michigan football pro-
gram is in stability, also. Sev-
eral classes of recruits and 
commits attended The Game 
Saturday. With Michigan put-
ting on an offensive fireworks 
show against one of the top 
teams in the nation, high 
school football players will 
notice that the future is bright 
for Team 135 and so forth.

And although Michigan 
couldn’t defeat Ohio State, in 
a way, it did manage to sal-
vage its season. A 1-point loss 
is much greater compared to 
an anguishing 40-point de-
feat. The fact that it took just 
one point for the Buckeyes to 
slither out of Ann Arbor with 
a win is a huge moral victory 
for the Wolverines.

However, like with any 
loss, there are questions sur-
rounding the Wolverines.

One that begs the question 
is an obvious choice: why did 
it take 12 games for Michi-

gan’s offense to finally flow 
with fluidity and ease?

In just one game, The 
Game for that matter, the 
Wolverines totaled 603 yards, 
a number greater than that in 
their three November losses 
combined. 

Where has this been all 
season? 

The anemic-ness of Michi-
gan’s offense has held the 
team back for most of the sea-
son, resulting in a 7-5 record. 
Now, the season is filled with 
“what ifs”? 

What if the Wolverines’ 
offense never experienced 
hiccups in the midst of their 
September and November 
schedule? What if Devin 
Gardner was never injured? 
Would this be a different 
team? Could Michigan be in 
Michigan State’s spot in the 
Big Ten championship?

Of course, we can’t answer 
these hypothetical questions 
now. Nobody can. They’ll 
just continue to be what ifs.

Even though Michigan lost 
to its bitter rival Ohio State, 
the Wolverines managed to 
salvage a piece of their sea-
son on Saturday.

But Wolverines sure 
make you think about what 
could’ve been.

Michigan set to face freshman star 
Parker, Duke in Big 10/ACC Challenge

The No. 22 Michigan Wolverines head to Durham, 
North Carolina to take on No. 6 Duke Blue Devils in the 
Big Ten/ACC Challenge on Tuesday, December 3. 

Michigan (5-2) finds themselves with a tough matchup 
in the first round of the Big Ten/ACC Challenge. Duke (6-
2) leads the all-time series over Michigan, 21-8. Tuesday 
will be the first time these teams meet in the challenge. 

Michigan is going into the game with maybe its healthi-
est lineup to date. Sophomore leaders Mitch McGary, 
Glenn Robinson III and Nik Stauskas have all missed 
games with various injuries and have yet to find offensive 
continuity. 

Duke is also going through some growing pains against 
ranked opponents in the early season. The Blue Devils’ of-

fense is ranked No. 20 in the country, averaging 87 points 
per game. The group is led by freshman star Jabari Parker, 
who is averaging 23 points per game. 

Unlike Michigan’s loss
es to unranked opponents, Duke has lost to #2 Kansas 

and #4 Arizona in the non-conference schedule. Michigan 
will have to be prepared to play good defense against this 
high-powered Duke offense. 

The last time these two programs met, Duke defeated 
Michigan 82-75 in the second round of the 2011 EA Sports 
Maui Invitational. Duke is 9-3 at home against Michigan 
in the series and 12-2 all-time in the Big Ten/ACC Chal-
lenge.

The key for the Wolverines against Duke will to play 
disciplined defense. If Michigan can make it hard for Park-
er and the Blue Devils to score while staying out of foul 
trouble, then it will translate on both sides of the court.

Michigan salvages 
season against 
Buckeyes, but 

leaves 2013 with 
unanswered 

questions

WHAT IF?

Check out the Michigan Journal Sports throughout 
winter break for stories on Michigan football, 

Michigan basketball, and UM-Dearborn sports.

A home crowd enjoyed 
cheering the University of 
Michigan-Dearborn Wolver-
ines to their first victory of 
the season as they defeated 
the Adrian College Bulldogs 

54-45 on Sunday evening.
The Wolverines (1-7, 0-4) 

staved off a second-half rally 
from the Bulldogs, holding 
Adrian to just five points over 
the final 4:12 minutes of the 
game. UM-Dearborn con-
verted on 9-of-10 from the 
free throw line in the final 
three minutes to seal the win, 
including 6-of-6 from junior 

Jamiel Strickland.
Strickland led the way for 

the Wolverines, scoring 19 
points, grabbing seven re-
bounds, shooting 11-of-12 
from the free throw line, and 
playing all but two and a half 
minutes over the course of the 
game. Marcus Tillmon-Cor-
net contributed with 10 points 
which included two 3-point-

ers in the first half.
Tillmon-Cornet’s long-

range bombs helped the Wol-
verines race out to a 14-4 
lead to begin the game. The 
Bulldogs countered, cutting 
the lead to five, but the Wol-
verines would fought back to 

lead 29-20 at halftime.
Adrian (1-6) would fight 

back again in the second half, 
but the Wolverines did just 
enough to come away on top. 
UM-Dearborn coach John 
Mackson saw great fight in his 
team, but was not completely 
impressed by his group’s per-

formance.
“I’m happy we won, but 

we honestly didn’t play well 
enough to win the game,” 
Mackson said. “But, we did 
do a good job in transition in 
the second half and we didn’t 

take a lot of hurried shots.”
The Fieldhouse was filled 

with friends and family who 
showed to support the Wol-
verines in search of their first 
victory, and Mackson be-
lieves that was due in part to 

strategy.
“The best thing that we 

did was schedule this on a 
holiday weekend,” Mackson 
said. “We had a great crowd; 
the crowd probably willed us 
through this game. We were 
okay on defense but we have 
to do a better job of maintain-
ing our intensity throughout 

40 minutes.”
The Wolverines will look 

to earn their first conference 
win of the season when they 
take on Marygrove College 
(0-9, 0-4) on December 4 at 
7:30 p.m. The team will then 
travel to take on Northwest-
ern Ohio (5-3, 3-1) in a mati-
nee on December 7 at 3 p.m.

By DAN JENKINS
Staff Reporter
@DJMichJournal

Stifling defense seals 
Wolverines’ first 

win of season

Men’s basketball
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Heisman 
Trophy Poll

#1 Jameis Winston 
Florida State (5)

Q&A with UM-Dearborn 
Player of the Week 
Jamiel Strickland

Hockey player Nick Crowley and 
his Fu Man-chu mustache, which 
won the Detroit Red Wings “Wild 

Mustaches” contest.

By RYAN PETRAS
Staff Reporter

AND

#2 Johnny Manziel 
Texas A&M (1)

#3 Jordan Lynch
Northern Illinois

#4 Andre Williams
Boston College

#5 AJ McCarron
Alabama

#6 Marcus Mariota
Oregon

By MICHAEL HOLZMAN
Staff Reporter
@MHolzman90

Photo by Amanda Gosline/MJ

By DAN JENKINS
Staff Reporter
@DJMichJournal

Brianna Frisch/MJ
Junior James Marchese tips the puck past Central Michigan’s goalie during the Great Lakes Showcase

Photo courtesy of Nick Crowley

#8 Bryce Petty
Baylor

#7 Devonta Freeman
Florida State

Members of the  Michi-
gan Journal’s sports staff 

submited a five-man 
ballot for the Heisman 

Trophy. A first place vote, 
indicated by (#), counts 

for 5 points, with the 
number decreasing by 

one for each rank lower.

Junior guard Jamiel 
Strickland was named 
the Michigan Journal’s 
University of Michigan-
Dearborn Player of the 
Week on November 26, 
2013. He was recog-
nized with the honor af-
ter averaging 12.3 points 
per game, 2.5 steals per 
game, and shooting 8-of-
12 on 3-point field goals 
in three games from No-
vember 16 to November 
23. Staff Reporter Dan 
Jenkins had the opportu-
nity to talk with Strick-
land following the bas-
ketball team’s first win 
on Sunday evening in 
part of a question and an-
swer series.

Q: Where are you 
from?

A: Inkster, Michigan.
Q: Where did you 

play in high school?
A: Inkster High 

School.
Q: What’s your ma-

jor?
A: Finance with a dual 

major in Information 
Technology Manage-
ment.

Q: When did you start 
playing basketball?

A: Basically right out 
of the womb. Probably at 
3-4 years old.

Q: Do you play any 
other sports?

A: I golf with my un-
cle in the summer and I 
play football whenever I 
get a chance.

Q: Have you ever won 
any individual awards 
throughout your ca-
reer?

A: I won a Naismith 
A w a r d 
w h e n 
I was 
y o u n g -
er and 
s o m e 
3 - p o i n t 
c o m p e t i -
tions. I 
got an All-
State hon-
orable men-
tion in high 
school, too.

Q: What 
made you 
decide to 
play at 
UM-D?

A: I want-
ed to help 
change the 
p r o g r a m 
and get a 
f a n t a s -
tic de-
g r e e 
at the 
s a m e 

time.
Q : 

What kinds 
of thing 

do you do off the court?
A: I’m a movie 

guy, so I go 
w i t h m y 

friends 
a lot. 

I ’ m 
a 

p r e t t y 
c h i l l 

guy.
Q : 

Have you 
ever hit a 
g a m e - w i n -

ning shot?
A: I hit one 

last year in our 
second game and 

I hit one against 
John Glenn in high 

school.
Q: Who was your 

basketball idol when 
you were growing up?

A: I tried to mold my 
game after Michael Jor-
dan because he’s my fa-
vorite player, but I’m a 
Kobe Bryant fan too.

The game of hockey is no 
stranger to facial hair.

Millions of players all over 
the world participate in the fad 
known as No Shave November 
and Movember. Both are used 
to raise awareness of cancers 
that affect men, mainly prostate 
cancer, according to the website 
movember.com. 

Some players have gained no-
toriety just from their facial hair, 
like Montreal Canadian enforcer 
George Parros. 

During the playoffs, players 
will grow out a beard out of su-
perstition and won’t shave until 
their team is eliminated.

This phenomenon was seen 
in the baseball world when the 
Boston Red Sox and their giant 
beards won the World Series.

At the end of October, the 
University of Michigan-Dear-
born’s hockey team decided to 
have a little fun and put their 
razors away for the upcoming 
month.

The ladies might not love it, 
but the team definitely does. 
Originally, the hockey team 
wanted to do this for charity. 
That didn’t work out, so instead 
they decided just to do it for fun.  

“Even if there is no char-
ity, it’s all about growing for the 
cause,” sophomore forward Tim 
McQuillis said. “We translate it 
to our play. You got to play for 
the guys who can’t.”

Along with the attention from 
the fans, assistant captain and 
defenseman Nick “Chowder” 

Crowley’s mustache grew to the 
next level: the NHL. He won two 
tickets to a Detroit Red Wings 
game after winning the team’s 
“Wild Mustaches” contest with 
his impressive Fu Manchu mus-
tache.  

“It felt great. I’ve been grow-
ing it out with pride here for a 
couple weeks and it was good to 
win some tickets,” Crowley said.  
“Finally something good came 
from it, other than of course, the 
ladies looking at it.”

Goaltender Micah Collier 
regularly sports facial hair of 
his own while reffing intramural 
broomball on campus. He’s been 
impressed with his team’s efforts 
during the month.

“You know, it’s all for fun,” 
he said. “We got a couple of 
beauties out there they’re look-
ing good. They’re looking very 
good.”

UM-Dearborn 
hockey team 
discard razors 
for Movember 

Wolverines settle for one win 
in Great Lakes Showcase

Hockey

Over this weekend, the 
ACHA Great Lakes Showcase 
was held at the University of 
Michigan-Dearborn’s Field-
house. The annual showcase fea-
tured several teams from across 
the state, including Wayne State, 
Grand Valley State, Saginaw 
Valley State, Western Michigan, 
and Eastern Michigan, as well 
as Ohio’s own University of To-
ledo.

Unfortunately, the home ice 
advantage could not do a whole 
lot for the UM-Dearborn Wol-
verines hockey team. They start-
ed off Friday night against the 
Wayne State Warriors, who just 
two weeks ago split a series with 
the Wolverines that saw a blow-
out win at home and an overtime 
loss on the road.

A fast start wouldn’t be 
enough for the Wolverines in this 
one, as they’d fall to Wayne State 
3-2 in overtime.

“We came out pretty hot and 
we were doing things we wanted 
to do but then it kind of fell apart 

after we came into the third pe-
riod,” Paciocco said. “We kind 
of got comfortable there and they 
took advantage of our mistakes 
there.”

The first 20 minutes of the 
game were scoreless, but there 
were certainly no shortage of 
penalties. Both teams were in 
the box multiple times during the 
first period. 

The first goal came early in 
the second period from Jase Pa-
ciocco after the puck bounced 
several times off goalie Brennan 
Knoblock. Paciocco tapped it in 
to make it 1-0. 

After that, things would quiet 
down all the way into the third 
period. With 13:09 to go in the 
game, Joe Colletti tied it during 
a 4-on-4 caused by Jeremy Klotz 
and Alex Schmitt both getting 
penalties for shoving on the last 
play.  

With 11:39 to go, Jay Kastely 
would give the Warriors their 
first lead of the night with a goal, 
putting Wayne State up 2-1.

But just like in the first period, 
penalties would start to hurt the 
Wolverines.

“You know penalties are a 
problem, it has been, (but) if we 
stay out of the box we can beat 
teams like this,” Wolverines 
coach Chris Haltinner said. “We 
played down to their level today. 
We’re a much (better) team than 
we played tonight. Our guys 
know it, I know it, the fans know 
it. We just got to bounce back, 
come ready to win and we got 
to win these next two games. 
There’s no excuses.”

“(There were) a couple of 
defensive breakdowns and stu-
pid penalties will cost you every 
game,”  Nick Crowley added. 
Crowley and Paciocco are now 
leading this team with Captain 
Anthony Olson out indefinitely 
until he gets a MRI. 

It wouldn’t take long for UM-
Dearborn to answer, though. 
19 seconds later Derek Kessler 
would tie it with an assist from 
Ryan Kelly.  It would take more 
than 60 minutes to settle this 
one as the game would go into 
overtime. But just about a min-
ute before, Paciocco would get a 
controversial penalty that would 
give Wayne State a short power 

play to start overtime.
“It happens, but I didn’t think 

it was a penalty,” Paciocco said. 
“But we just got to work with it. 
Our team’s got to go out there, 
we got to kill it off and that just 
didn’t happen tonight.” 

The Warriors would jump 
right on that opportunity, taking 
only 22 seconds for Colletti to 
get his second goal of the night 
to win. Due to the 4-on-4 over-
time rule, the Wolverines only 
had three men on the ice. With 
the win, the Warriors advanced 
to face Eastern Michigan in the 
finals Sunday night.

“It’s unacceptable,” Haltin-
ner said. “It’s a shutdown by our 
guys. You got to just come to-
gether and the thing is you know 
it’s a late call. It’s unfortunate, 
but you can’t do anything about 
it and we just got to come ready 
to play tomorrow.”

Goaltender Zach Mielen fin-
ished the game saving 29-of-32 
shots.

“Zach (Mielen) played out 
of his mind, but we kind of let 
down late in the game,” fellow 
goaltender Micah Collier said. 

“Late penalties are going to cost 
us, penalties the whole game 
are going to cost us you know. I 
guess that’s just how the cookie 
crumbles.”  

Unfortunately Saturday night 
was not much better for the Wol-
verines. UM-Dearborn lost 8-2 
to the Central Michigan Chip-
pewas. 

They were, however, able to 
bounce back with a 9 to 3 win 
Sunday afternoon over Toledo.  
In Sunday’s game, Jeremy Klotz 
had a hat trick while Ryan Kelly 
scored four goals. The two were 
the only goal scorers for UM-
Dearborn in the first two periods, 
despite having a 5-1 lead at the 
second intermission.  

Kelly would score the last 
two of his four goals in the third 
period. Paciocco and James Mar-
chese would add to their 7-2 lead 
late in the third, although Toledo 
would score with 1:17 to go. 

The Wolverines have two 
more games before their win-
ter break; a home game Friday 
against Davenport before head-
ing to Grand Rapids to play the 
Panthers on their campus.

By MICHAEL HOLZMAN
Staff Reporter
@MHolzman90
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Devin Gardner, battered and bruised from a 
season of hardships, limped to the line of 
scrimmage for one last stand. With 30 sec-
onds remaining, Michigan, the two-touch-
down underdog, was within one point of 

heavily favored Ohio State in The Game.
Gardner breathed new life into the team down 35-21 at one 

point. The redshirt junior quarterback kept slinging, setting 
up a decisive two-point conversion attempt. With a chance to 
redeem their season on the line, each of the Wolverines’ 17 
seniors decided to go for the would-be game winner, accord-
ing to Taylor Lewan.

“Ohio State’s head coach (Urban Meyer) called timeout,” 
he recalled. “We went over (Hoke) asked, ‘seniors, you want 
to go for it?’ I don’t think there was one guy that said no. Ev-
ery single person said yes.”

Michigan’s last stand unfolded. On senior day, Drew Dileo’s 
luck had run out. Earlier in the day, the receiver managed to 
score his first touchdown since Michigan’s game against Notre 
Dame. But he was no match against cornerback Tyvis Powell, 
who jumped the read for an game-sealing interception.

The anticipated scarlet massacre was anything but; Ohio 
State managed to squeak out of Michigan Stadium with a 
thrilling 42-41 win. Entering The Game, nearly no one had 
expected the Wolverines to put up any sort of a fight against 
the No. 3 Buckeyes.

Except for the Wolverines.
“I think, to be honest with you, the guys in that room, the 

guys in this program, were the only ones that knew what was 
going to happen today,” said Lewan. “We knew we were go-
ing to take it into the fourth quarter and we knew we were 
going to fight, everyone was fighting for each other. I’m proud 
of these guys.”

Gardner finished 32-for-45 passing with 451 yards and four 
touchdowns. He scrambled for one touchdown, providing 
Michigan with a dual-threat talent the team lacked since early 
September.

As the game progressed, Gardner began to show a notice-
able limp. Michigan head coach Brady Hoke had some words 
of toughness for his quarterback.

“He’s beat up like everybody is, and when he was limping 
a little bit, I said, ‘I don’t want to see you limp. Every guy out 
here can limp. We got to go play.’ He did that, and I’m proud 
of him.”

Michigan fully expected to defeat Ohio State Saturday. 
Even a massive defeat originally projected didn’t hold back 
the Wolverines.

“Cause we’re Michigan,” Lewan, the fifth-year senior, said 
when asked why he thought his team would win. “It doesn’t 
matter what our record is, doesn’t matter what happened the 
last few years. We’re the winningest program in college foot-
ball and that’s how it is. As long as coach Hoke is around, 
that’s how it’s going to be. I don’t care about fair-weather fans 
or the media or anything like that. All I care about is the peo-
ple in that room. I could care less if there were 110,000 Ohio 
State fans in there (Michigan Stadium).

“This team knew what we were going to do today and we 
were going to fight.”

Michigan surprised the Big House crowd when it scored the 
game’s first touchdown; a 1-yard run by Gardner. About sev-
en minutes later, fifth-year senior Fitzgerald Toussaint gave 
helped the Wolverines take the lead once more on a 4-yard 
touchdown run.

But each time the Wolverines would score in the first quar-
ter, Ohio State junior quarterback Braxton Miller would strike 
back. A pair of 53-yard touchdowns, one passing, one rushing, 
sprung the Buckeyes back into the would-be shootout.

Gardner’s 17-yard touchdown pass to senior Jeremy Gallon 
allowed the Wolverines to retake the lead.

Gallon finished the game with nine receptions for 175 
yards. He’s now tied with former Wolverine Braylon Edwards 
for the most consecutive games with a reception.

But then the Buckeyes took over.
Ohio State senior running back Carlos Hyde wore down 

Michigan’s defense to the tune of 226 rushing yards and one 
fourth quarter touchdown. Miller would carry the Buckeyes to 
three unanswered touchdowns, deflating any hope of a monu-
mental upset by the Wolverines.

“We definitely have to improve on our run game. That’s 
one thing that stuck out,” linebacker Jake Ryan said. “Carlos 
Hyde was a real good downhill runner. Braxton Miller, a dual 
threat quarterback. That’s one thing we need to improve on.”

The Buckeyes averaged 9.5 yards per play in the second 
half. But somehow, the Wolverines were able to stop their ri-
val down the stretch.

After Gardner tossed an 11-yard touchdown to Dileo, the 
Wolverines recovered an Ohio State fumble on the following 
drive. Gardner would connect with freshman Jake Butt for a 
2-yard touchdown to tie the game.

Butt hauled in five passes for 85 yards, showing signs of his 
development in Michigan’s final regular season game.

With nearly two minutes remaining, Hyde would silence 
the Michigan Stadium crowd on a 1-yard touchdown run.

The Wolverines were down, but they weren’t out, yet.
Gardner led the Wolverines on an 84 yard drive resulting 

in a 2-yard touchdown pass to Devin Funchess. The late hero-
ics couldn’t carry over to the two-point conversion attempt, 

which Hoke emphasized as a crucial play for Michigan.
“We weren’t doing a great job stopping them….we play the 

game to win,” Hoke said. “I thought about it, and we did it.”
Michigan finishes the regular season with a 7-5 record and 

will await bowl game selections in the coming weeks.
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