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UM football student manager 
dies from an overdose at 22

Changes sweep across the Greek Life community at UM-Dearborn
BY LAURA SANCHEZ 
Opinions Editor

With establishing an Inter-
Fraternity Council (IFC) to 
serve as a local governing 
body for National Interfra-
ternity Conference fraternity 
chapters and the addition of 
a new Latino-based frater-
nity, Alpha Psi 
Lambda, ma-
jor changes are 
coming to UM-
D e a r b o r n ’ s 
Greek Life this 
fall. The IFC 
will minister 
as a foundation 
for teamwork 
and collabora-
tion between 
the six frater-
nities on cam-
pus, while the 
creation of the 
new fraternity 
will bolster an 
even more di-
verse Greek 
Life member-
ship and en-
v i r o n m e n t .  

Jung Koral, 
a transfer and international 
student advisor in the College 
of Engineering and Computer 
Science, will serve as an ad-

visor to the Inter-Fraternity 
Council. Since the creation of 
the IFC is such an important 
moment for the Greek com-
munity on campus, Koral ex-
pressed just how honored he 
is that Greek Life and the IFC 
offered the position of advi-
sor to him. “I was actually 

surprised that UM-Dearborn 
didn’t have an IFC. The foun-
dation of the IFC is a pivotal 
moment for the Greek com-

munity at UM-Dearborn. 
During our first meetings, it’s 
become quite clear that we all 
share many of the same val-
ues and interests. The IFC is 
about teamwork and collabo-
ration to elevate the missions 
of our individual chapters. 
Without an official forum, 

that’s very 
difficult to 
a c h i e v e . ”

Koral ex-
plains, “The 
IFC is work-
ing hard to 
plan activities 
that both bring 
the fraternal 
c o m m u n i t y 
together and 
contribute to 
our campus 
c o m m u n i t y. 
This year, 
you will see 
more events 
sponsored or 
co-sponsored 
by the IFC.”

W h i l e 
the IFC will 
bridge ideas 

and events between already-
existent fraternities on cam-
pus, the creation of a new 
fraternity, Alpha Psi Lambda 

will bring a new viewpoint 
and membership to campus.

Alpha Psi Lambda is a 
Latino-based co-ed fraternity 
aimed at building strong cul-
tural bonds, promoting new 

social experiences, all while 
encouraging strong academ-
ics. This fraternity will also 
serve as a chapter that will 
advocate for Latino students 

and their issues on campus in 
order to increase awareness 
and impact on the community.

Brenda Hernandez, a stu-
dent from the College of 
Business, is one of the found-

ing members of Alpha Psi 
Lambda, and notes that this 
new fraternity will be an ex-
cellent addition to campus. 
She remarks, “I am very 

passionate in terms of di-
versity and everyone should 
be encouraged to embrace 
their culture in and outside 
of the classroom, at work, 
and at social gatherings. “

The Greek com-
munity on campus, 
including current fra-
ternities and sororities 
on campus, in con-
junction with Greek 
Life advisor, Kristin 
McDonough, were 
integral components 
when creating the IFC 
and bringing Alpha Psi 
Lambda to campus. 
Koral remarks, “The 
Greek Life Office and 
the member organiza-
tions have worked re-
ally hard to bring about 
the creation of the IFC. 
They should be con-
gratulated for their vi-
sion and initiative.” 
Hernandez agrees. 
“Already, I’m feeling 
the support of poten-
tial members of Alpha 
Psi Lambda and with 

great pleasure the support of 
other fraternities and sorori-
ties on campus. I encourage 
everyone to commit to the 
opportunity of a lifetime!” 
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BY JOHN STECKROTH
Staff Writer

Joshua Evan Levine, a 
graduate of the University 
of Michigan and former stu-
dent manager of the football 
team, died this past summer 
from a deadly mix of alco-
hol and Adderall. He was 22.

Like many students 
across campuses nation-
wide, when Levine was an 
undergraduate student, he 
began a routine of aiding 
binge drinking with Adderall.

“Thankfully, the UM-
Dearborn campus does not 
have a big drinking and pre-

scription drug abuse scene in 
comparison to other college 
campuses,” said Director, 
Debra Hutton, of Counsel-
ing and Disability Services.

The practice of abus-
ing stimulants to trick the 
body into staying awake 
while binge drinking is 
nothing new.  In fact, it has 
been happening on col-
lege campuses for decades.  

“In the late seven-
ties, it was crystal meth 
that students used to study 
and binge drink with, and 
then it was speed,” said 
Hutton.“Now, it’s Adderall.”

Adderall is a prescrip-
tion drug used to treat those 
diagnosed with attention 
deficit disorder and attention 
deficit hyperactivity disor-
der, but often times, it is used 
by college students look-
ing for a boost during finals.

On the morning of July 
20, Levine was found uncon-
scious on a sidewalk in the 
neighborhood of Wicker Park, 
in Chicago. He spent the pre-
vious Saturday night pushing 
his body to limits through 
binge drinking and snort-
ing crushed Adderall. This 
was enough to stop his heart.

He was taken to the hos-
pital where he was put on 
life support in intensive 
care.  The ventilator was 
turned off the next day.

Levine graduated from 
U-M last April, with a de-
gree in sports management, 
was active in Greek life, and 
worked close with the football 
team.  Levine had also recent-
ly taken a sales job in Chica-
go as an Account Executive 
in the Commercial Group at 
North American Corporation.

According to the Na-
tional Survey on Drug Use 
and Health, 15 percent of 

college students have ille-
gally ingested Adderall or 
similar stimulants, though 
other studies show this sta-
tistic to be somewhere be-
tween 30 and 40 percent.

The prescription amphet-
amine provides speed-like 
feelings, enhanced concen-
tration, and a slight eupho-
ria, making it popular among 
over-worked students. The 
increasingly accepted stimu-
lant comes, however, with 
some serious dangers in-
cluding heart attacks, ce-
rebral aneurysms, seizures 
and many severe others.

Julie Buckner, Levine’s 
mother, wishes that her son’s 
death deters students from 
abusing prescription drugs.  

“What my son did isn’t 
out of the norm of what’s 
going on in campuses, 
and it’s gotta stop,” Buck-
ner told the Free Press.

Although prescription 
drug abuse may be less of a 
risk on our campus, it is still 
a dangerous and potentially 
fatal activity some students 
are engaging in, especially to 
those who pair it with alcohol.

Photo Courtesy of John Steckroth
Students across campuses nationwide abuse Adderall for the “boost” it gives during finals and pair it with 

alcohol for a feeling of euphoria. Photo Courtesy of www.freep.com  
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Students’ Voice
What is your favorite thing about being greek?

“My favorite thing about Greek life is being a part of some-
thing much bigger than myself. The connections made be-
tween not only myself and my brothers, but also with other 
Greeks on campus. I’ve made friends and became life long 
brothers. I can’t imagine how differently things would have 

been had I not become a part of Greek life.”
-Moe Saad, Delta Sigma Phi

Photo Courtesy of Moe Saad

“My favorite about Greek life is how awesome it feels to 
be a part of something that so greatly enhanced my college 

experience. From the people, to the events, to the bond of Phi 
Mu,  being Greek was something I never expected, and I love 

every minute of it!”
-Janelle Hamood, Phi Mu

Photo Courtesy of Janelle Hamood
Janelle Hamood (right) and her “little,” Alexis Guerra (left) are 

all smiles at Guerra’s initiation.

“The greatest thing about Greek life is meeting so many 
people and all of the opportunities it brings. From the hours of 
charity work to the bonding of brothers and to the life-chang-
ing experiences TKE has presented, I am eternally grateful for 
the friendships I have made and the better man it has made 
me. With all of the experiences and life lessons, I feel I am pre-
pared for the world and ready to make it a better place, like the 
brothers before me, such as Ronald Reagan, Elvis Presley, and 
Aaron Rodgers have done. I will make an impact on the world 
with virtues taught to me by my fraternity, maybe not on the 

same scale, but great nonetheless.”
-Andrew Buzzeo, Tau Kappa Epsilon

Photo Courtesy of Larisa Marian/MJ

“I love being Greek because it opens up so many chances 
to grow. You immediately have a support system, and many 
opportunities to lead and develop life-long skills that you 
can take into the work force. And on top of all of that we are 
dedicated to philanthropy, and being able to give back to the 
community that brought us so much is reason enough to go 

Greek!”
-Megan Miller, Delta Phi Epsilon

Photo Courtesy of Megan Miller

 
“I love being Greek because it’s opened me up to new experi-
ence and opportunities, allowed me to create lasting friend-
ships, and share a bond with others that is not only bigger than 
myself, but so strong that you constantly feel a sense of sup-
port there for you. It’s amazing that women and men from all 
different chapters can share one common bond, despite their 
backgrounds, ethnicity, race, or creed.  Many people find their 
best friends when they go Greek. I joined with my best friend, 
so that wasn’t the case for me. However, going Greek allowed 
me to do something I could never have done otherwise; it al-

lowed me to turn my best friend into a sister.”
-Stephanie DeJaeger, Phi Mu

Photo Courtesy of Stephanie DeJaeger

“My favorite thing about being Greek is that even af-
ter I graduate in December, I’ll always have my Greek 
family to support me and come back to. They keep me 
motivated and they are constantly pushing me to be the 

best version of myself.”
-Shannon Parson, Phi Sigma Sigma

Photo Courtesy of Shannon Parsons

“My favorite thing about being Greek is that I found a home 
away from home.”

-Adell Coleman, Delta Phi Epsilon

Photo Courtesy of Adell Coleman

“My favorite thing about being Greek is despite our differ-
ences, we all share the commonality of being Greek! We pride 
ourselves on the passionate efforts of philanthropy as well our 
commitment to our individual sister/brotherhood. Thus, Greek 
Life represents a community within a community; the com-
munity of our indiviual chapters ties into the community of 
Greek Life, and finally transpires to the overall community of 

our campus at UM Dearborn.”
-LaMyra Stevenson, Alpha Omega Epsilon

Photo Courtesy of LaMyra Stevenson

“The thing I love about being Greek is the support sister-
hood brings. Although we can change things alone, we make 

a huge difference together.”
-Aundria Gutierrez, Alpha Omega Epsilon

Photo Courtesy of Aundria Gutierrez

“I went Greek because I knew absolutely no one when I 
came to UM-Dearborn. All I was looking for was friends to 
hang out with on campus, but I found so much more than that. 
I found lifelong friends within the Greek community that I 

could never imagine my life without.”
-Samantha Cooley, Phi Sigma Sigma

Samantha Cooley (left) and her “big,” Mary Caruana (right) 
pose for a picture.

Photo Courtesy of Samantha Cooley

“I have many things I love about Greek life! First off, the 
bonds I’ve built with every single one of my brothers is un-
breakable. I also love all of the great friends I’ve made in all of 
the sororities. My best female friends and close female friends 
are Greek. Greek life has given me something to do every day 
on and off campus. My college life would have sucked without 

it!”
-Mario Yaldo, Delta Sigma Phi

Photo Courtesy of  Mario Yaldo

“My favorite thing about Greek Life is always knowing 
someone wherever you go. You always manage to run into 

people you know everywhere on campus.”
-Jason Learst, Theta Tau

Photo Courtesy of Jason Learst

“I love Greek life because it has allowed me to meet people 
and do things that I probably would have never done without 

it.” 
Mike McCanham, Phi Sigma Phi

Photo Courtesy of Mike McCanham

“What my favorite thing about being a member in the 
Greek community is the brotherhood. When I first came to 
campus, I wasn’t sure what to expect. I barely knew the dif-
ference between a fraternity and a sorority until I went out to 
rush events. When I met all the guys at pickup football, I felt 
so welcome. They shook my hand, got my name, and made 
me feel a part of something bigger than myself  when I didn’t 
know too many people at the time. Greek life has allowed me 
to open a door to so many great Greek members who I can call 
my best friends. I’ll never have to sit alone in-between classes. 
They help me with homework, plan my future, and I know I 
can call on any member to have my back. The brothers you 
gain aren’t just around for four years. They are there for life.

-Kyle Finley, Tau Kappa Epsilon

Photo Courtesy of Kyle Finley

“My favorite thing about going Greek is knowing I will al-
ways have a group of guys there to support me and help me 

grow.
-Joseph Norwood, Phi Sigma Phi

“I love how I’m always meeting new people and building 
connections.“

-Alfred Kishek Theta Tau

Photo Courtesy of Alfred Kishek

Photo Courtesy of Joseph Norwood
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BY LARISA MARIAN
News Editor

Each year, students from 
The University of Michi-
gan-Dearborn dedicate their 
time to serving in communi-
ties across the state, country 
and even the globe through 
programs organized by the 
Community Involvement and 
Volunteerism Center (CIViC) 
here on campus.

Over the 2014 spring 
break, UM-Dearborn stu-
dents served in California, 
Washington DC, Virginia, 
Indiana, Detroit, and Flint 
through UM-Dearborn’s 
Alternative Spring Break 
(ASB). Instead of flying or 
driving down to warm weath-
er, students are deployed to 
thrilling locations where they 

work on projects relating 
to key social issues such as 
homelessness, hunger, early 
childhood education, and en-
vironmental justice.

Between November and 
February, students help plan 
their trips through fund-rais-
ing, developing team solidar-
ity, and learning about the 
community they will be serv-
ing.

Breaks are spent not only 
serving and learning in a 
community, but also enjoy-
ing team activities and ex-
ploring the area. After ASB, 
students typically relish in 
lasting friendships and apply 
new skills and interests in all 
areas of life.  

Nolan Muzzin, a partici-
pant of ASB last year, says, 

“ASB was one of the most 
rewarding experiences of my 
life. Not only is it a great way 
to get to help others, but it 
is also a great way to get to 
know yourself. I would rec-
ommend everyone check it 
out.”

This year, ASB is focused 
around three core issues: 
urban poverty (Cleveland, 
OH), rural poverty (Manis-
tique, MI), and environmen-
tal preservation (Catalina 
Island, CA). Applications 
deadlines for site leaders are 
this Friday, September 19 at 
5 p.m. and Friday, September 
26 at 5 p.m. for participants.

For more information on 
ASB and other ways to get 
involved, visit the CIViC in 
the University Center.

Around The World
Hurricane Odile slammed an upscale 

Mexican resort early Monday with 125 
mph winds and six months’ rain in just 

one hour.

The United Nations has taken over 
a regional African peacekeeping mis-

sion in Central African Republic.

US and NATO troops began Ukraine 
military exercise.

Thirty countries have pledged to help 
Iraq fight Islamic State (IS) militants 

“by all means necessary”.

Uganda predicts bigger coffee crop.

Canadian Air Force snagged plane 
parts from a museum to fix their ail-

ing aircraft.

Cuba is sending health workers to 
help tackle the Ebola outbreak in West 

Africa.

Scientists predict more severe winters.



opinions September 16, 2014
Vol. XLIV, No. 2

The Michigan Journal/4

The ‘Big’ News From Apple
By ZAC PALMER
Staff Writer

All eyes turned to Cupertino this past Tues-
day for the most anticipated smartphone an-
nouncement of the year. In a room packed with 
journalists from all over the world, and live 
streaming online, Apple unveiled the iPhone 
6. Thousands of live blogs covered the event 
from every possible perspective. Once again, 
Apple managed to capture countless people’s 
attention with their newest product.

 This year there were two iPhones an-
nounced, the iPhone 6 alongside the iPhone 
6 Plus. The biggest part of the announcement 
(both literally and figuratively) were the new 
screen sizes. Apple has gone away from the 
small 4 inch screen of the 5 and 5S, to a 4.7 
inch screen in the 6, and an eye-opening 5.5 
inch screen in the 6 Plus.

For years Apple has preached about how 
inconvenient and unnatural the large screens 
of most Android competitor phones are. Now, 
they are following in the footsteps of the likes 
of Samsung, LG, and HTC. The market has 
changed since Apple started making their most 
popular product, and now they are evolving 
with it.

As a long time Android phone owner, (cur-
rently with a Nexus 5) I’ve gone from envy-
ing iPhone owners back in 2010, to being glad 
I don’t own one now. The lineup of current 
Android flagships appeals to me more than a 

comparable iPhone. I like the larger screen, 
and the Google operating system has much 
more to offer than iOS in my eyes. Anybody is 
welcome to disagree with me about this topic 
because there is no one phone out there that is 

right for everybody.
Apple has seen that there are a large amount 

of people that agree with me though, because 
they’re losing market share to phones with 
larger screens, and more complex operating 
systems.

Samsung, and their series of Galaxy phones 
have crept up and now own a significant por-
tion of the market. They offer features that just 
aren’t found on the iPhone 5S, such as NFC 
(Near Field Communications), higher resolu-

tion/larger screens, and many personalization 
options.

With the new iPhone, that changes. The 
features that used to be unique to Android 
phones will now be found on the iPhone.

Apple has one of the most loyal fan bases 
in the world. Nothing in this announcement 
should cause too much worry for them, be-
cause those who like the iPhone 5S now will 
most likely come to like the 6 as well. How-
ever, Apple’s mantra of “revolutionary” prod-
ucts is slowly being put to rest. Apple is be-
coming reactionary rather than revolutionary 
as the iPhone line continues.

Android manufacturers have evolved and 
made products that offer things iOS doesn’t. 
I do praise Apple though, for taking a chance 
on a larger device, because no matter how 
loyal their customers are, they could undoubt-
edly lose sales over this change. At the same 
time though, people that never considered 
an iPhone before could decide that they of-
fer a better experience than the best Android 
phones out there.

 I like the new iPhone, and I think they 
have a definite winner in their hands. It offers 
a much more feature rich experience than pre-
vious Apple devices with the addition of iOS 
8. Despite what Apple has laid out though, I 
will still be using an Android phone this fall.

The iPhone is still playing catch-up to the 
competition and until they come out with a 
product that is revolutionary again, I will stick 
with what I believe is the better phone for me.

The warm beach days of summer have left 
us and have made way for the flickering fluo-
rescent lights of Accounting 298 and Bio 101. 
As students begin to become accustomed to 
the ramen-every-night meal plan and make 
that zombie-like crawl to Starbucks before 
their morning classes, there lies a group of stu-
dents eager and energized to meet you. These 
students have been counting down the days of 
summer in order to begin their favorite period, 
and that is: Fall Rush. 

When I often talk to people about going 
Greek or rushing, they generally tend to bring 
up films such as Animal House or Neighbors, 
with scenes of the dreaded elephant walk or 
ritual paddling as frames of reference. Let me 
be real for a minute: in my four plus years at 
this university I can assure you none of these 
incidents occur. In fact, no hazing occurs on 
this campus, as there is a zero tolerance policy.

You may ask, “How can you be so sure of 
this?” The simple answer is that I am the presi-
dent of the campus’s InterFraternity Council, 
IFC, which basically makes me King of the 
Greeks. Well, maybe not that far, but it does 
mean I am pretty well in the loop on these 
kinds of situations. The IFC is a nationally rec-
ognized organization bringing together mem-
bers of all the fraternities on campus for a com-

mon goal, and that goal is the growth of Greek 
life and our community. 

What you can expect from rushing and go-
ing Greek is one of the best decisions you will 
ever make. I still look back nostalgically at 
my rush period as one of my favorite semes-
ters on campus, even though it was nearly four 
years ago. The brothers in my fraternity made 
me feel welcomed and valued right from the 
beginning. They challenged me and made me 
strive to be a better person, and I know to this 
day if I were ever in need they would be there 
for me. 

Now if you’re still with me at these end 
credits, I can tell you  many more positive side 
effects for going Greek. Greeks tend to have a 
higher GPA than the student average, are more 
philanthropic (Greeks raised over seven mil-
lion last year), and can possibly become the 
president, because over half of them have been. 

The bottom line is that people in the frater-
nities and sororities desperately want you, and 
they want to get to know you. They plan all 
year for you to arrive on campus, so you can 
join our community. So my question to you 
is, “Why not give it a try and talk to someone 
from Greek life and see if it’s right for you?” 

By JACOB COLLINSON
Guest Writer

To Greek or Not to Greek 

I (late as usual) walked into 
this small room in Kochoff Hall, 
where a bunch of girls were sitting 
in a nice, solid, awkward silence. 
I signed in, and plopped myself 
down amongst the group of girls, 
none which looked even remotely 
familiar. That’s always nice and 
comforting. 

Scoping out the room, everyone 
seemed to be nervous as if we were 
all virgins about to be sacrificed. 
Looking back on it now, I under-

stand why we had those looks on 
our faces. No, we weren’t actually 
waiting to be sacrificed. We were 
waiting to participate in our first 
formal sorority recruitment. But I 
imagine it would be just as nerve-
racking.

You spend a week going from 
room to room, talking to a bunch 
of peppy and excited girls you’ve 
never met (Don’t try to remember 
all their names- you just can’t), 
learning about all the awesome 

stuff they do, their traditions, their 
sisterhood and how much they love 
each other. And I promise you, 
these girls will make sorority life 
sound like the most amazing thing 
on earth. And, well, it pretty much 
is.

Any potential new member has 
thoughts rushing through her mind 
while some girl is spitting every 
bit of info at her about her chap-
ter’s annual philanthropy event. 
But my hair isn’t blonde. Are those 

pretty girls going to like me? Are 
my future sisters going to make 
me streak through campus naked 
for initiation? Is this like real life 
Mean Girls? 

Sorry ladies, contrary to popular 
belief, we will NOT haze you, and 
I am not a Regina George protégé. 
We call it sisterhood for a reason. 
We protect one another, care for 
each other, and help each other. 
Like we really just love our sisters, 
okay?

I understand joining (or even 
considering joining) a sorority is 
a big step to take at any point in 
your college career, but you won’t 
regret it. Participating in formal re-
cruitment was the best decision of 
my life. I’ve met my best friends, 
my role models, my future brides-
maids, and 45 ladies my children 
will think actually are their bio-
logical aunts.

Sisterhood for a Reason

By JANELLE HAMOOUD
Guest Writer 

Photo courtesy of yahoo.com

Photo courtesy of UM-Dearborn Greek LifeAn IFC meeting in in full swing

Photo courtesy of UM-Dearborn Greek Life
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As a young woman, body image always 
seems to be a hot topic for discussion. For 
as long as I can remember, girls have been 
comparing, contrasting, and shaming one 
another’s bodies. 

When I was in middle school, I remember 
being constantly teased for my body. They 
would call me “stick” and even spread ru-
mors that I had an eating disorder. No one 
seemed to take it seriously, as I was thin and 
it was common thought that people were 
only teased for having a larger body.

Now I can’t speak for everyone, but I’m 
sure most of us would agree that we were 
not at our peak attractiveness throughout 
middle school. I mean, I had just discov-
ered black eyeliner and thought a shoelace 
made great neck ware. That being said, the 
last thing anyone needed as self-conscious, 
puberty novices was MORE body concern. 
The boys felt too short, the girls felt too tall. 
Some were too thin, some felt overweight. 
And with the hormones flying, it was all 
about who had the bigger cup size. I don’t 
know about everyone else, but I wish I could 
go back to the time of my sparkly Limited 
Too shirts before the time of bras.

As we grew up, the body shaming just got 
worse. Once puberty was over, it was like 
there was no excuse. This is how we looked. 
But instead of accepting that, we pushed our 
insecurities on each other. I was no different. 
At sixteen, I had already been 5”9 for about 
four years and couldn’t seem to gain weight. 
So just as the “curvier” girls made fun of me, 
I made fun of them. And that is absolutely 
not okay.

This is the body I was born with. And 
while yes, I could stand to be healthier and 
probably eat a few less cupcakes, I love it. 
We should all learn to love our bodies. It’s 
a lifelong process, but it’s one worth doing. 

That’s why I have issues with Meghan 
Trainor’s new song “All About That Bass”. 
She talks about loving her body. Yay! Body 
acceptance is great! But as the song goes on, 
it’s less about personal acceptance and more 
about shaming “skinny bitches”. 

It starts out so great. “I see the magazine 
workin’ that Photoshop. We know that s**t 
ain’t real C’mon now, make it stop” is a 
great message. It’s not fair to have regular 
women comparing themselves to models in 
magazines because it’s often not real. It’s 
also not fair to have these beautiful women 
model and then see a Photoshopped version 
of themselves in magazines because their 
natural bodies aren’t “good enough”. This is 
a positive message all around,

As the song goes on, however, it’s more 
and more negative. “You know I won’t be 
no stick figure silicone Barbie doll” and re-
ferring to thin women as “skinny bitches” 
are both nothing more than body shaming. 
She also says “I ain’t no size two, but I can 
shake it, shake it, like I’m supposed to do.” 
To me, that implies that being a size two is a 
bad thing and that women who are size two 
can’t “shake it”, whatever that means. I’m 
not sure, but I’d like to have the opportunity 
to shake “it”, despite my size. 

Not only does the song shame thin wom-
en, it shames eating disorders. “No I’m just 
playing. I know you think you’re fat.” As 
someone who has been accused of having 
an eating disorder and having a close friend 
who struggled for years, it’s not funny or 
clever to discredit women who struggle with 
accepting their weight. It’s especially not 
clever to do so in a song that is apparently 
about body acceptance. Apparently, this ac-
ceptance is only for women who aren’t “size 
twos” and the rest of us should suffer.

All that aside, my biggest issue with the 

song is the suggestion that woman should 
only accept their bodies once men accept 
it. She sings “Yeah my mama she told me 
don’t worry about your size. She says, “boys 
like a little more booty to hold at night” and 
“cause I got that boom boom that all the boys 
chase.” I like men, but they sure are not the 
reason that I accept my body the way it is. If 
they’re smart, they’ll all accept women and 
their bodies. But they cannot be the reason. 
Body acceptance should be for you. Not for 
anyone else.

While I love the beat of the song, the 
message is very body-negative. All shapes  

 

and sizes should be accepted. What needs  
to be focused on is other attributes that are 
NOT based on appearance. If you are in good 
health, you rock your body like JT asked you 
to in 2002. Got curves? Own ‘em. Have thin 
hips? Get a blingy belt and show them off. 
There are so many other important things to 
concentrate on anyway. Like how many cats 
a person is willing to have or if they’ve read 
Harry Potter ten times. Priorities, people.

All About that Body Image 
By SAVANNAH RHEINHART
Editor-in-Chief

 
By LAURA SANCHEZ 
Opinions Editor

Fall weather is finally here, and of 
course, sweater and hoodie season is 
now in session. One of my favorite 
sweatshirts in my closet is one that 
has the phrase “We are the change 
that we seek” emblazoned on the 
front. Besides being extremely com-
fortable and warm, it embodies me 
quite well (pun intended). If I had 
to choose a life motto, that phrase 
would definitely be it.

Being an advocate for social jus-
tice, in terms of my Hispanic back-
ground and in terms of my future 
life goals involving gender and im-
migration policies, I like to think 
that I AM the change that I seek… 
or at least, that I’m getting there.

My sweatshirt might seem trivial 
in the grand scope of things, but it 
serves as a simple reminder that ac-
tions have consequences, and that I 
want my specific actions to create a 
change in SOMETHING, even if it’s 
a small ripple noticeable by a few.

But there’s a problem. Quite a 
big one, actually. I never really no-
ticed the tags on my sweatshirt un-
til quite recently. Those tags are the 
annoying, white labels that detail 
the washing instructions in multiple 
languages and explain that the ma-
terials are 98% cotton and 2% span-
dex and that, oh wait, this sweatshirt 
was made in Mexico, my homeland. 
Alert, alert!

I’m not against clothes being 
made in Mexico, but what I am 
against are the working conditions 
in these factories. I even know 
people working in these factories! 
I know that they work crazy hours, 
usually ranging from late night until 
the early hours of the morning, that 
they earn less than minimum wage, 
and that their bosses can oftentimes 
be perverted creeps. As employees, 
they can’t try to change their work-
ing conditions or protest about their 
bosses. If they would, they’d lose 

their jobs.
These laborers have to work in 

these factories because opportunities 
are scarce. If they weren’t working 
in the factories, they’d have to work 
for the high-class, haughty Mexican 
bourgeoisie. If they weren’t working 
as domestic workers, they’d prob-
ably have to resort to other activities 
to provide for themselves and their 
families.

These workers, oftentimes wom-
en, are subject to these harsh work-
ing conditions in which they aren’t 
treated as human. They’re treated as 
objects. The factory owners could 
care less about such human condi-
tions and care more about produc-
ing export material that is casually 
introduced to the United States, sold 
on artsy websites, and bought by 
mindless consumers who don't re-
ally think about where their clothes 
come from. Or at least, don't think 
about the origins of their clothing 

until they casually glance at the 
clothing labels, like I did the other 
day.

Therefore, I own a sweatshirt that 
was made in Mexico, probably made 
in a state neighboring mine, or even 
worse, perhaps made even in my 
neighborhood. In the worst case sce-
nario, I could probably even know 
people who made the sweatshirt.

So if I want to be the change that 
I seek in the world, should I even 
be wearing this sweatshirt? Am I a 
walking contradiction? Or should I 
turn the other cheek and not care?

Well, the answer is complicated. 
If I were to boycott this sweatshirt, I 
might as well boycott all of my other 
clothes. While this particular coun-
try of origin resonated deeply with 
me, (mostly because it’s my home-
land) like it or not, we’re all wear-
ing clothes produced in sweatshops 
across the globe. Underpaid work-
ers slave at machines all day just so 

we can be on trend, or at least, have 
clothing on our backs.

I feel helpless, but somebody 
told me the other day that when we 
feel helpless, we’re oftentimes not. 
In order to create a change in those 
conditions, it’s our responsibility as 
consumers and global citizens to ad-
vocate for these issues that are seem-
ingly complicated and unresolvable.

While I can’t march down to 
Mexico right now and advocate 
for these workers’ rights or boycott 
clothing in its entirety, I can write ar-
ticles like these and try to spread the 
word that these workplaces around 
the globe do exist and consequently 
involve economic, political, gender, 
and cultural issues that we cannot 
really ignore.

As for my sweatshirt, I’m going 
to keep wearing it as a reminder that 
these issues are particularly why I 
am the change that I seek. 

A Walking Contradiction

Photo courtesy of Laura Sanchez/MJ
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To preface, I really do like movies with 
food as a central theme. “Ratatouille”, 
“No Reservations”, “Mostly Martha”, 
“Chef”, and “Julie and Julia” are all mov-
ies that I enjoy. I love films that make me 
hungry. I love to eat. Food is awesome.

However, just because food looks nice 
in a film does not mean I will be dis-
tracted from a less-than-stellar offering.

The basic plot of “The Hundred-Foot 
Journey” is that an Indian family, the 
Kadams, move to Europe in search of 
a place to settle down due to violence 
erupting in their home country. Eventu-
ally they settle in France. Enamored by 
the scenic views and the local food, they 
decide to open up a restaurant to serve 
up their own authentic (and in this sec-
tion of France, original) ethnic cuisine.

Bad news: they’re opening a restau-
rant one hundred feet away from a Mi-
chelin-star restaurant. The owner Madame 
Mallory, played by Helen Mirren in a jarring French accent 
(she is actually fluent in the language, but it still sounds 
strange), is not happy about these interlopers and their not-
French food, not-French music and not-French ways. Yes, 
racism is a prevalent theme, and is a formidable hurdle for 
our protagonist Hassan, who is a brilliant self-taught chef.

After several false starts, he gains the attention of Ma-
dame Mallory. Hassan has been learning how to cook in 
the French style and eventually earns an apprenticeship 
at Mallory’s restaurant where he comes into his own as a 
chef. It isn’t long before he is the toast of France, the crit-

ics loving his French-Indian fusion style. Both restau-
rants are missing Hassan, who has moved to Paris, but are 
happy for his success. Hassam is successful, but unhappy.

I won’t spoil the ending, but you could probably tell where it’s 
going. For a film that is two hours long, very little actually hap-
pens. Two romances are shoved into the narrative, but the regu-
lar viewer will probably only care about one of them. Tropes are 
abundant here, such as the “turn the other cheek in the face of rac-
ism”, the “I’m successful... but I feel empty”, the “outsiders ac-
cepted into the fold” and a few others you’ll probably recognize.

I guess one of the plot points that annoyed me most was why 
Madame Mallory was so insulted by the Indian restaurant that 

opened across the street from hers. She even went 
so far as to try to sabotage them several times in the 
first half. Why? She has a Michelin-star restaurant 
serving food that is eaten by only the most presti-
gious in the country. She has no reason to be threat-
ened, as her restaurant certainly isn’t going to suffer.

And another thing. One of Mallory’s chefs fire-
bombs the Kadam restaurant, damaging everything 
and even injuring Hassan’s hands, the tools of his 
culinary career. Mallory finds out and fires him. 
He isn’t shown to be arrested or punished outside 
of his firing and everything just seems to go back 
to normal. The lack of recompense rubbed me the 
wrong way. And Hassan’s hands healed perfect-
ly and it was never mentioned again, making me 
(and other audience members if after-movie con-
versation was anything to go by) wonder what ex-
actly the point of that story arc was. Mallory tak-
ing a stand against racism after going out of her 
way to sabotage the Kadams? That was the point 
and that was made very clear, but it rings hollow.

I don’t think I’d see it again. “One and 
done”, that’s what I’d call it. There isn’t much 
to recommend if you don’t like cuisine film.

Om Puri and Helen Mirren are the standouts, 
but they’re film veterans, so anything less would be unex-
pected. There were a few laughs in there, but most of the mo-
ments of drama or realization felt contrived or predictable.

If you love food film, head to a matinee screening. If you like 
food film, head to Netflix in a couple months. If you want to be 
entertained for two hours, then you will be. But don’t expect 
to be left thinking too hard about this one. The entertainment 
is as light as a soufflé (which oddly wasn’t in the film at all.)

lThe Hundred-Foot Journey: A Foodie Film with Little Else to Offerl

Photo courtesy of leitesculinaria.com

By Kelsey Lewczynski
Guest Writer

 
 As I drive east down 
Ford Road, the morning sun 
illuminates the Detroit sky-
line. Never having been to 
the city on my own, I am a 
bit skeptical and nervous to 
be alone. However, when I 
arrive at my destination, I 
am pleasantly surprised by 
the inviting environment, 
just as any guest would be 
if they were to dine at Seva.
 In 1973, the first Seva 
was opened in downtown 
Ann Arbor, on State Street, 
and has recently moved 
it’s location to Jackson Av-
enue on the city’s west side.
 George N’Namdi, 
a University of Michigan 
Alumni, frequented Seva in 
Ann Arbor in his college days. 
Because he owns a build-
ing in midtown, he decided 
to open a Detroit location.
 I meet with Manager, 
Michael Mikolowski, who of-
fers me a cup of coffee as we 
sit outside. Round, black, met-
al tables with green umbrellas 
dot the patio. Along one side 
runs a wooden fence adorned 
with plants and on the other 
is the indigo building, the 

windows outlined in silver.
 From my 
chair I can see 
over Seva’s roof; a 
Wayne State build-
ing just blocks 
away. Also in the 
neighborhood is 
the Detroit Institute 
of Arts, the Mu-
seum of Contem-
porary Art Detroit, 
and the Detroit 
Medical Center.
 “ T h a n k 
God for walking 
traffic,” Mikolows-
ki says and he notes that the 
hospital population is huge; 
employees, patients, and their 
loved ones, frequent the res-
taurant. Being in the center of 
the art district, other regulars 
include artists who have ties 
to the community. The Detroit 
Symphony Orchestra also 
gives a lot of business, he adds.
 At 11 a.m., the restau-
rant is officially open. Square, 
wooden tables with black 
chairs line the dining areas. 
Some walls are made of brick 
while the others are painted 
dark gray or lime green, both 
decorated with abstract paint-

ings donated by N’Namdi. 

I pour myself another cup 
of coffee and sit down at 
the wooden bar as “Hang 
Me Up To Dry” by Cold 
War Kids plays on the radio.
 Because Detroit has 
a strong art center, there is a 
good compliment between 
the intellectual climate and 
the mind, body, and soul. As 
a guest, one may not think to 
stop and talk with the staff 
or the customers. If they 
did, however, they would 
find out there is a lot of art 
and culture within the con-
fines of this establishment.
 Gary O’Connor is 

the custodian and dishwasher 
at restaurant, 
and although 
w a s h i n g 
floors and sil-
verware may 
seem mun-
dane, his life 
and work are 
far from it. As 
a stand-up co-
median, poet, 
and artist, he 
has lived in 
New York 
City and Los 
A n g e l e s , 

and has very intriguing 
work to hear, read, and see.

Former employee and cus-
tomer, Tyler “Darko”, is a 
photographer who attends 
Wayne State. He came to 
Detroit looking for op-
portunity and is working 
on the Grand River Cre-
ative Corridor project, 
which features over 100 
murals on 15 buildings 
on Grand River Avenue.
 I order Tofu Cali-
fornia for breakfast, which 
is tofu scrambled with baby 
spinach, tomatoes, and green 

onions, topped with Daiya 
mozzarella and avocado, 
with roasted rosemary po-
tatoes and multi-grain toast.
 With that, bar-
tender Zack recommends 
app le -cucumber-ca r ro t -
grapefruit juice, an interest-
ing yet delicious combina-
tion. I eat my cruelty-free 
breakfast to the sound of 
“New Slang” by The Shins.
 The chefs are caring, 
knowledgeable and enjoy that 
they get to be inventive with 
recipes. N’Namdi likes that 

the restaurant “deals with 
making very creative dishes, 
not based on a meat substi-
tute” and Mikolowski notes 
that the mess is quite a bit 
less, not having to deal with 
the shelf life of meat or fish.
 Among the workers 
and owner, favored dishes 
include: Cilantro-Peanut Stir 
Fry, TLT (Tempeh, Lettuce, 
and Tomato), and Grilled 
Pesto Pizza Sandwich.
 Offering a complete 
vegetarian menu with vegan 
options, a full bar, a fresh 

juice bar, and 
a casual atmo-
sphere, Seva 
is an excellent 
choice when 
dining in De-
troit. Not only 
will a guest 
get a taste of 
the humane, 
one-of-a-kind 
food, but 
also a taste 
of the unique 
culture, peo-
ple, and en-
v i r o n m e n t .

“Seva” Life: Dine in a Vegetarian Restaurant
By Jenna Wos
Guest Wrtier

“The Anatomy of a Great 
Deception” made its pre-
miere Friday in Detroit. The 
film stems from a journey 
made by Michigan Native, 
David Hooper, that started in 
2011.

“The Anatomy of a Great 
Deception” is a documen-
tary that looks into 9/11, 
digging apart the story that 
the government and media 
has pushed since the World 
Trade Center fell in 2001. 
Hooper has done extensive 
research of the event that oc-
curred nearly 13 years ago, 
each bit of research leading 
him on a twisted journey 
“down the rabbit hole”.

In the film, the attacks of 
September 11, 2001 are bro-
ken down extensively, with 

a heavy focus on the physics 
of, not only the falling of the 
Twin Towers, but also the 
often forgotten third build-
ing; Building 7.

Hooper tackles the differ-
ent tales of what caused the 
buildings to crash like they 
did. He skillfully studies and 
tests every claim made by 
the government, especially 
the notion that no explosives 
were involved in the “at-
tacks”. He gathers and pres-
ents evidence that strongly 
suggests that the attacks of 
that morning play out like a 
planned demolition, twisting 
the minds of viewers with 
visuals and examples.

Hooper challenges every 
idea that has ever surfaced 
regarding 9/11, using both 

his knowledge, as well as the 
knowledge of professionals, 
through clips of interviews 
to open the door to a whole 
new conspiracy concern-
ing an already sketchy and 
rough piece of the past. The 
film brings light to the ca-
tastrophe in a way that adds 
many more layers to a well-
known tragedy.

Hooper has crafted a 
documentary that ultimately 
will leave viewers scratch-
ing their heads and ponder-
ing all they know.

Though he makes it very 
clear that the stories and ex-
planations just don’t add up, 
Hooper encourages viewers 
to go out and do their own 
research like he has so that 
they may form their own 

opinion of the topic.
No matter what stand 

you take regarding 
9/11, “The Anatomy of 
a Great Deception” will 
distort all that you have 
heard or have been told 
about September 11, 
2001.

The film is raw, po-
tent, and to the point. 
Whether you believe 
what has been told of 
the day or you believe 
the government is cov-
ering up essential piec-
es of the puzzle, this 
film is a must see.

For more information 
about “The Anatomy 
of a Great Deception”, 
visit agdmovie.com.

By Amber    
Ainsworth
Staff Writer

Film Deepens 9/11 Debate
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This Week in Gaming:
Marginally Late Reviews:“Watch Dogs”

 Welcome, readers, to the newest seg-
ment of This Week in Gaming: Marginally Late Reviews. For our 
debut, we look at the cyber-connected world of “Watch_Dogs”.
 Set in a present day Chicago, “Watch_Dogs” fol-
lows hacker, Aiden Pearce, on a familiar tale of redemp-
tion. Following a botched heist, an attack is issued on Pearce 
and his family that results in the death of his young niece. 
Wracked with guilt and rage, Pearce embarks on a path 
as the Vigilante of Chicago to enact his vendetta against 
both his niece’s killer and the man pulling the strings.
 Any rehashed story can be made fresh and excit-
ing again, given strong enough writing, yet it seems the 
developers were happy to let convention take over. The 
campaign unfolds across a five-act arch that sees Pearce 
interact with nearly every shady element of Chicago.
 Whether addressing gangsters or his own family, 
Pearce and his gravely voice maintain a stoic attitude in ev-
ery situation. There are attempts to paint Pearce as a fully-
fledged character, but none succeed in transforming him past a 
one-dimensional caricature that sounds like Harvey Fierstein.
 The guilt he carries over his niece’s death boils down 
to a single cutscene played repeatedly for emphasis, and though 
there’s greater success when exploring the relationship between 
him, his sister and his nephew, Aiden’s likeability as a character 
simply falls apart when placed within the context of the game.
 There’s little that can be revealed without ruining the 
story, but suffice to say when the time comes that his fam-
ily is inevitably thrown in harms way, it becomes impos-
sible to sympathize with him knowing that everything that 
happens to his loved ones is, at least partially, Aiden’s fault.
 “Watch_Dogs” gameplay similarly suffers from a se-
vere case of “not bad, just average.” Ubisoft’s obsession with 
towers perseveres here, as players are able to unlock cTOS re-
gions of Chicago by hacking specific servers. Doing so opens 
cTOS access in one of Chicago’s six districts as well as a number 

of the city’s cTOS Towers, 
which can also be hacked to 
reveal collectible locations.
 During combat, 
Aiden can use the network 
to disrupt enemy forces in 
a number of ways, such as 
by hacking enemy com-
ms or various environ-
ment prompts. Addition-
ally, Aiden is capable of 
crafting various tools to 
aid in combat or stealth, 
such as noise sensors and 
communication jammers.
 The sheer vol-
ume of options available 
to players is astound-
ing, and can easily ca-
ter to any gamers preferred playstyle. Unfortunately, there’s 
little else to the gameplay that’s particularly inspiring.
 As a vigilante hacker, Pearce isn’t a typical sol-
dier in body armor, and the problems regarding a play-
er’s ability to control Aiden are, at times, infuriating.
 The cover system is serviceable but not near-
ly as intuitive or elegant as other cover-based shoot-
ers. The lack of numerous features, such as blind-fir-
ing, prevents Pearce from being particularly effective 
in the majority of “Watch_Dogs combat situations”.
 Coupled with Pearce’s low damage thresh-
old and the enemies’ tendency to rush his location, and 
player’s will find themselves repeatedly frustrated by 
scenarios they normally wouldn’t find challenging.
 There’s an interesting approach to multiplayer, as 
players are able to accept one of six online contracts with 

varying goals. There are standard free-roam and racing 
contracts, as well as hacking and tailing contracts that es-
sentially play out as a game of cat-and-mouse as players 
must hack into one another’s phones for various purposes.
 Decryption plays out the closest to convention-
al multiplayer, as an individual or team must be the first to 
decrypt a specific file while fending off opposing play-
ers. While it’s not likely to garner a significant install base, 
it remains a different take on multiplayer with enough 
groundwork laid for improvement in future installments.
 This, unfortunately, is the core problem with 
“Watch_Dogs”. While the game has an interesting 
premise and several elements working for it, none of 
them are able to break past their flaws to truly shine.
 “Watch_Dogs” isn’t a bad game by any means, 
but it’s disappointing how remarkably ordinary it is.

2014 
CHILL ON 
THE HILL

By Aaron Ynclan
Staff Writer
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SOLID Conference spreads ideas of insight and 
management to student organization leaders

By Craig Henderson
Student Life Editor

Student-run organizations 
from all of UM-Dearborn 
gathered at the North Fair-
lane Center for the Student 
Organization Leaders in De-
velopment (SOLID) seminar 
on Saturday, September 13.

SOLID teaches future and 
current student leaders the 
tips and skills necessary to 
run their organizations by 
using university resources. 
The conference also covered 
many different aspects such 
as budgeting, policy, civic 
engagement, program plan-
ning, and leadership. 

The conference started 
with opening words by Vice 
Chancellor Stanley Hender-
son. In Henderson’s speech, 
he mentions the hard work 
that students put into their 
academic careers reflects the 
livelihood of student life on 
campus. “If you’re not en-
gaged with your classes, you 
will not have a passion for 
your work,” Henderson said. 

Reetha Raveendran from 

the Office of Student En-
gagement mentioned all the 
guidelines that student or-
ganizations and the leaders 
themselves needed to follow. 

Raveendran also talked 
about the services rendered 
to the student organizations 
such as: graphics, promo-
tions, program planning, 
reservations and finances/
budgets. 

The conference had under 
a dozen seminars planned 
for the student leaders. Each 
seminar covered a differ-
ent topic that shed light on 
what organizations can do 
to be recognized. One of 
those seminars featured how 
to manage one’s volunteer 
hours, led by Assistant Di-
rector for CIViC Engage-
ment Amy Finley. 

In Finley’s presentation, 
she introduced the audience 
to a new program that can 
help with keeping commu-
nity service activities orga-
nized by using a program 
named Noblehour. 

Noblehour gives access 
to individuals and groups 

who want to help their com-
munity, or other communi-
ties, with creating or join-
ing a volunteer service. The 
site also lets groups know 
who is looking for commu-
nity service opportunities in 
the area along with keeping 
track on the number of hours 
a user gives.

Therefore, without mark-
ing down the days, number 
of hours, who, what, where 
and when - entering that 
information on the website 
will save time and Noble-
hour will arrange all infor-
mation so the user can ac-
cess it easy. 

Students will be able to 
create a free account through 
the UM-Dearborn member-
ship to Noblehour. 

Considering students 
have to work and attend 
school full or part time, and 
have homework to do from 
all classes,  Finley says, 
“Find your passion,” when 
looking for the motivation 
to keep volunteering. “There 
are many 
organizations to volunteer 

with, but there might be one 
that really speaks to your 
heart. The motivation comes 
from finding your passion 
and working on issues that 
are related to your passion.” 

Student Maria Wardell 
says she is participates with 
many organizations which 
cooperate with volunteer 
services. Wardell is involved 
with Girl Scouts, Young 
Adult Optimists, her church 
and GoodFellas.  She says, 
“NobleHour would help me 
a lot because I currently am 
having trouble with keeping 
track of all the community 
service I do.” 

However, keeping in mind 
that this tool for community 
service has many positives, 
she adds a negative aspect 
that could hurt potential us-
ers, “The platform is not 
going to be on Windows 
phones, so I would have to 
remember to log the infor-
mation in when I get home.” 

One of the other several 
seminars was New York 
Times at UM-Dearborn by 
Alexis Thompson from the 

Office of Student Engage-
ment. 

Thompson said, the New 
York Times (NYT) wants 
the UM-Dearborn campus 
to join the national conver-
sation. In order to do so, the 
NTY gave free newspapers 
to the college with topics 
that are not only about is-
sues in the United States, but 
globally as well. 

Thompson introduced 
Times Talk: a program that 
allows students to gather and 
discuss a specific issue that 
was in the NYT. She thinks 
this program can encourage 
student life to become more 
educational and informal. 

Thompson says, “It will 
give the students who are 
new on campus, such as 
freshman, the opportunity 
to join the conversation and 
say, ‘I like the fact that this 
group is putting importance 
on something that is going 
on across the world.’”

She also expressed how 
far a story can go to connect 
with not just students but 
their families as well. She 

continued, “Also it would 
relate to their family mem-
bers and someone that they 
know and draws everyone 
in. Because no matter if 
someone is on the other side 
of the world or in the United 
States, there are issues that 
touch everybody.” 

Sarah Bellaire is a student 
That belongs to Amnesty 
International and she thinks 
Times Talk will play a huge 
role in the human-rights 
group.” I am really excited 
for the Times Talks on cam-
pus,” she said.

“We will hopefully be hav-
ing bi-weekly Times Talks 
for Amnesty International,” 
She continued. Bellaire says 
the group will advertise the 
Times Talk on social media 
and then reach out to Times 
Talk to advertise on their site 
as well. 

The SOLID conference 
concluded with details in 
finances and funding by Di-
rector of Campus Organiza-
tions Abeer Yassine.

Greek Life Info Night attracts new and returning students

By Craig Henderson
Student Life Editor

UM-Dearborn fraternities and so-
rorities on UM-Dearborn’s campus 
gathered at the Union on September 
9 to share stories and discover new 
faces at the Greek Life Info Night. 

For introductions, nine represen-
tatives, one from each of the Greek 
organizations, told their stories about 
how their experiences changed their 
lives as students. This reception also 
taught the audience members that 
fraternity brothers and sorority sis-
ters were always bound together.

After the introductions ended, the 
students were able to visit each table 

with questions about each fraternity, 
or sorority, make new friends, and 
connect with student life.

Whether a student should join the 
Greek life, Zach Kerstein, with Tau 
Kappa Epsilon (TKE) said, “I be-
lieve someone should join Greek life 
for the networking and brotherhood 
that it offers.” 

Kerstein also related a fraternity 
and sororities to the category of 
‘family.’ He continued, “These peo-
ple will be here with you for the rest 
of your life: baptisms, funerals, wed-
dings; they are there for you, regard-
less of what it is.” 

President of Alpha Kappa Alpha 
Paige Boyd says that new and return-

ing students can greatly benefit from 
joining a Greek Club. 

“Joining a fraternity or sorority 
can definitely be beneficial for not 
only new students, but those who 
want to better themselves academi-
cally; joining a group of people who 
are very like-minded in their goals 
and their personalities,” she said. 

At the Greek Life Info Night, 
Boyd said she received a few dozen 
signatures to start out the year. 
Matthew Ramey says that TKE 
changed himself considering how he 
was when he first joined the Greek 
life. “Being a member really gave me 
a lot more confidence. I have always 
been very shy and more relaxed. My 

brothers have encouraged me to step 
out of my comfort zone and experi-
ence life.” 

Ramey encourages all students to 
do their research if they are hesitat-
ing. However, if someone would to 
discover the right fraternity or soror-
ity, he says, “The saying goes ‘My 
Greek letters do not make me better 
than you, they make me better than 
who I was. Don’t be afraid to discov-
er who that ‘better you’ is.” 

Despite that several fraternities 
and sororities were present to dis-
play their colors and  missions, there 
were many students who did not 
know what to look for when join-
ing a Greek organization. Freshman 

Dorian Darton is one of those cases. 
She said, “I didn’t think about join-

ing a sorority until I came here today. 
However, I want to be in a club with 
girls who are nice and welcoming.” 

Considering there is a huge transi-
tion from high school to college life, 
Darton continued with saying, “I do 
not feel like I need to change who I 
am to be around them.” 

Darton’s friend Raven Turner also 
commented on what she was look-
ing for in a sorority. She said, “If I 
did join a sorority I feel like it would 
bring out the best in me.” 

Formal sorority recruitment is this 
week and fraternity rush continues 
through September.

Signma Gamma Rho Sorority, Inc. member, Tanesa Thompson, represents 
her sorority at UM-Dearborn’s Greek Life Info Night this past Tuesday.

Craig Henderson/MJ
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Student leaders attend “NYT @ UMD” seminar at SOLID to learn more about UM-Dearborn’s partnership with the New York Times.
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Seven students awarded 
Scholarships at CASL Alumni 

Affiliate Dinner

By Craig Henderson
Student Life Editor

On Thursday, Sept. 11, the 
College of Arts, Sciences and 
Letters Board of Governors 
hosted the 18th Annual Schol-
arship Celebration Reception 
to award several students with 
scholarships for their continu-
ing and last semesters at Uni-
versity of Michigan – Dear-
born.

Dean and professor of His-
tory Martin Hershock started 
the event with warm wel-
comes and a small speech that 
congratulated the recipients 
on their hard work and deter-
mination that made it all pay 
off.

Hershock said, “The cost 
of classes and tuition increase 
every years and these scholar-
ships help these hard working 
students immensely.” 

The recipients were Nich-
ole Bowman, majoring in 
Microbiology; Moleca Ghan-
nam, majoring in Anthropol-
ogy and Biological Sciences; 
Susan Lowe, Sociology and 
Women’s Gender Studies; 
Wassim Mohamed-Said, Bio-
logical Sciences; Hailey Mus-
carella, Psychology; Natosha 
Tallman, Communications; 
and Alexandria Williams, Be-
havioral Sciences. 

Along with receiving 
scholarships, a few of the re-

cipients commented with ex-
citement as well as advice for 
students looking to receive 
scholarships. 

A Few of those recipients 
who gave some insight on 
their gratefulness to the col-
lege and advice about receiv-
ing scholarships were Soph-
omore Nichole Bowman, 
Senior Alexandria Williams 
and Senior Wassim Moham-
ad-Said

Williams said, “I am ex-
tremely excited and grateful 
to the CASL Alumni Affiliate. 
It allows me to focus less on 
the financial burden that can 
come with college and focus 
more on my studies with-
out worrying about money. I 
would advise students to sac-
rifice today so you can have 
fun later in life.” 

Bowman says, “I am ex-
tremely appreciative that I 
can attend UM-Dearborn debt 
free because of the scholar-
ships offered to me. My ad-
vice to other students is to 
work hard from the get-go.” 

Bowman says all students 
should pan out their goals and 
strive for them. “You learn 
a lot your first year,” “Espe-
cially with time management 
and setting priorities,” she 
continued. “I think it’s really 
important to know what your 
goals are in life and striving 
for them.” 

 Mohamad-Said reflected on 
the topic of putting the best 
foot forward and not giving 
up when things get hard. “I 
would like to recommend that 
students be at the top of their 
game while going to college; 
try to seek job opportunities 
and network.” 

Many of the recipients also 
brought their families with 
them to share the moment of 
recognizing hard work. 

According to a flyer by the 
CASL Alumni Affiliates, the 
next event will be the No-
vember Indulge on Friday, 
November 7, from 7 to 10 
p.m. at The Fairlane Center, 
located on Hubbard Drive. 

This event will help raise 
scholarship funds for UM-
Dearborn Students. 
All attending can bid on 
unique auction gems, includ-
ing tickets to entertainment 
and sporting events, dining 
packages, hotel stays and 
holiday gift items. There will 
also be a dinner buffet and 
live jazz music as well. 

Tickets and event sponsor-
ships are available at umdear-
born.edu/indulge. 

For more information on 
the event or if you would like 
to donate an auction item, 
contact Susan Gedert at sged-
ert@umich.edu.

Craig Henderson/MJ

left to right: Wassim Mohamad-Said, Hailey Muscarella, Moleca Ghannam, Nichole Bow-
man, Alexandria Williams, Natosha Tallman, and Susan Lowe; The 7 CASL Scholarship 
winners. 

 Student Org Fair invades UC Patio

Craig Henderson/MJ

Formula SAE racing Club displays their work at the Student Org Fair

By Ghadeer Alaradi
Staff Writer

UM-Dearborn’s Office for Student Engage-
ment hosted its annual Organization and De-
partment Fair on Tuesday, September 9, on the 
University Center Patio. 

Over 60 different organizations, depart-
ments, and businesses from the Dearborn area 
participated in this year’s organization fair. 
The fair was part of Welcome Week, a week 
full of events to welcome new and returning 
students.

Not only clubs, but fraternities and sorori-
ties recruited members as well at the Student 
Org Fair. 

Seth Newell, the coordinator of campus ac-
tivities and residential engagement, described 
the fair as a way to celebrate new coming stu-
dents for the accomplishment of getting into 
university. 

“Students have the opportunity to interact 
with their peers, get to know one another,” 
Newell said. “We’re trying to welcome stu-
dents back, get them engaged right away be-
cause that week is so crucial in connecting 
students to the resources that they need to be 

successful here.”
 The Office for Student Engagement’s goal 

is for students to be engaged throughout their 
college years and make sure that students take 
advantage of their time, get involved, and 
meet fellow students.

“It’s definitely a lot more personal, a way 
to meet with students face to face,” said Fiana 
Arbab, co-director of advertising and market-
ing of Muslim Student Association.

Also many clubs brought equipment with 
them to show new and returning students what 
they could do in the club such as building re-
mote control cars with the Intelligent Systems 
Robotics Club or building a full scale race car 
with Formula SAE Racing. 

The Office for Student Engagement has 
numerous events planned for UM-Dearborn 
students this semester as a way for commuting 
and residential students to be more engaged on 
campus. 

Contact the Office for Student Engagement 
at 313-593-5390 or email them at  student_en-
gagement@umd.umich.edu.

Student events can also be found on the 
poster boards outside the office of Student En-
gagement.

Craig Henderson/MJ

R.O.T.C Air Force makes an appearance at the Student Org Fair this past Tuesday.

9/11 Changed the lives of students
By Maximillian Boudreaux
Staff Writer

“As a young student, I remember seeing 
my principal in a panic, not knowing where 
to direct staff and students. Most of all, I re-
member watching a catastrophe unfold right 
before my eyes on television,” said Christian 
Cannon, a freshman in the Mechanical Engi-
neering program at University of Michigan-
Dearborn.

Cannon continues, “The whole class start-
ed crying and panicking due to the high ten-
sion in the atmosphere. This is just the start to 
what I experienced on the day of 9/11.”

As the memorial for thirteenth anniversary 
of the 9/11 terrorist attacks approached, the 
University of Michigan-Dearborn commu-
nity chose to remember those that lost there 
lives that day with a myriad of programs-
-special guest speakers were in appearance, 
they passed out symbolic buttons with a 9/11 
logo across the flag, miniature American 
flags were seen across campus in abundance, 
and students dressed in military attire.

The remembrance was unique in the fact 
that both students and staff participated.

For many younger students, the September 

11 attacks are difficult to remember, but they 
are able to grasp the significance nonetheless.

Despite being unable to remember the 
event themselves, students still showed sym-
pathy and compassion.

Jewell Jones, a pre law sophomore said, 
“I do not recall what I was doing the day of 
9/11, yet I pray for strength and growth be-
cause all sorts of people were affected by 
the disastrous consequences. I feel as if 9/11 
polarized the nation greatly. Overall, it was 
tragic. Yet, it is time for the nation and other 
nations to move forward together.”

However, one nontraditional student, Dan-
ielle Clark, said she remembered the attacks 
vividly. She said, “I still remember that day 
like it was yesterday. Remembering the fear 
still gives me chills. I just remember thinking, 
‘what’s next?’ What came next was a new na-
tion that continues to build upon the United 
States much like the University of Michigan-
Dearborn continues to construct a new school 
for our beautiful community.” 

Do you want to be part of student life 
on campus? The Student Life section 
is looking for active writers!

Email us at

umd.mj.studentlife@gmail.com 
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Ricky’s College 
Football Picks Week 4
AP Top 25 and Big Ten

#22 Clemson @ #1 Florida State Florida State

#2 Oregon @ Washington State Oregon

Florida @ #3 Alabama Alabama

#4 Oklahoma @ West Virginia Oklahoma

#5 Auburn @ #20 Kansas State Kansas State

#6 Texas A&M @ SMU Texas A&M

Mississippi St. @ #8 LSU LSU

EMU @ #11 Michigan State Michigan State

Troy @ #13 Georgia Georgia

#14 South Carolina @ Vandy South Carolina

Indiana @ #18 Missouri Missouri

Bowling Green @ #19 Wisconsin Wisconsin

Virginia @ #20 BYU BYU

Miami @ #24 Nebraska Nebraska

Iowa @ Pittsburgh Pittsburgh

Western Illinois @ Northwestern Northwestern

Southern Illinois @ Purdue Southern Illinois

Maryland @ Syracuse Maryland

Utah @ Michigan Utah

UMass @ Penn State Penn State

San Jose State @ Minnesota Minnesota

Texas State @ Illinois Illinois

Overall 20-6

Photo courtesy of Ferrell Mayes
UM-Dearborn volleyball lines up before its game with Indiana Tech.

Fieldhouse workers make events, 
like hockey’s opening night, possible

ALL IN A 
DAY’S WORK

On a cool September 
night, the University of 
Michigan-Dearborn Field-
house doors finally opened 
for business. The first home 
hockey game of the season is 
one everyone looks forward 
to — the players and fans es-
pecially, but also the workers 
behind the scenes, who help 
make a special event, like 
opening night, happen. 

“There’s always more 
people,” said Nick Matta a 
junior at UM-Dearborn, who 
works in the Fieldhouse. 

With the Fieldhouse not 

having power last week, 
workers, like Matta, were 
not able to work, but it didn’t 
play too big of a role in set-
ting up for opening night. 
The ice looked beautiful 
while being preserved by a 
generator.

Marc Casey is in his third 
year of working at the Field-
house. A Fieldhouse worker 
is trained to do a number of 
things, including working 
the concession stand, the 
volleyball scorer’s table, and 
even driving the zamboni, as 
Casey did Friday.

“There’s a lot of learning 
on the fly,” Casey said.

With the UM-Dearborn 

volleyball team also playing 
at the Fieldhouse this week-
end,  it put some staff mem-
bers on double duty. 

Danny Blacker, who also 
said he did “everything” as 
a Fieldhouse worker, started 
the night at the scorer’s table 
for the volleyball game, be-
fore making his way over to 
the ice rink. Blacker is also 
in his third year working at 
the Fieldhouse and is an ex-
perienced zamboni driver. 
When resurfacing the ice, the 
driver must know when and 
how much water to pump 
onto the ice in order to keep 
it smooth and level. 

“It’s easy to drive,” said 

Blacker. “Knowing when to 
pump water is the hard part.”

Not every job for the 
Fieldhouse workers are 
planned out for the night. 

During the hockey game, 
one of the glass boards that 
separates fans from players 
broke apart from its stan-
chion. Blacker and his co-
workers immediately went to 
work trying to fix the glass in 
a quick fashion so the game 
could continue. It’s these 
types of impromptu missions 
that keep the workers on 
their toes at all times. 

All the workers expressed 
excitement for UM-Dearborn 
hockey’s opening night, as it 

is usually the biggest crowd 
of the year. 

Assistant Athletic Direc-
tor, Bryan Earl, was even im-
pressed by the crowd. When 
asked what makes open-
ing night special, he simply 
pointed to the crowd and 
said, “that.” Earl expressed 
hope that the large crowds 
remain for every home game.

For the staff members 
of the Fieldhouse, UM-
Dearborn hockey’s opening 
night was a success. The 

concession stand was kept 
busy between periods, serv-
ing everyone beverages and 
snacks. The bleachers were 
filled from the first minute 
of the game to the last. And 
when the only problem of the 
night arose, the glass board, 
the workers fixed it swiftly to 
perfection.  

It’s the people behind the 
scenes who deserve the big-
gest thanks. Without them, 
nights like these couldn’t 
happen.

Volleyball falls to No. 8 
Madonna, Siena Heights; 

Wolverines now 0-12
By VerOnica rates
staff reporter
@Veronicarates

Veronica Rates/MJ
UM-Dearborn Fieldhouse workers man the volleyball scorer’s table during the Wolverines’ game against Siena Heights on Sept. 13, 2014.

If the University of Michi-
gan-Dearborn volleyball team 
was nervous about facing No. 
8, Madonna University, you 
couldn’t tell. 

The Wolverines fell to the 
Crusaders in three sets Friday, 
(25-9, 25-13, 25-12), but the 
squad took away more posi-
tive aspects from their first 
home match.

As far as the impact of 
playing a team like Madonna, 
Head Coach, Eric Stark said, 
“I think positively. I mean 
even losing to them, it’s a 
chance to see what you’re re-
ally made of; what you’re do-
ing, how you’re progressing 
as a group and it’s just a great 
opportunity.” 

After a first match loss and 
Madonna’s 9-0 hot streak at 
the start of the second match, 
the Wolverines’ spirit did not 
break. The team fought hard 
and came back strong but fell 
short.

“I think it’s fun to play a 
team that’s on paper better 
than you because you have to 
perform,” said senior, Rebec-
ca Carley, who led the team 
with seven digs.

The final match began a 
huge momentum swing for 
UM-Dearborn where it had 
a 3-0 start against Madonna. 
But the Crusaders went on an 
8-0 run to finish off the third 
set.

Junior, Colby DeMare, fin-
ished the game with six digs 
and three kills while senior, 
Megan Ynclan, had one block 
and four kills.

Stark said the mental as-
pect of the game is holding 
UM-Dearborn back.

“It’s the mental lapses that 
we have from time to time,” 
he said.

Although winless so far 
this season, Stark sees a lot of 
improvements with his team.

“Our passing is getting 
much, much better,” he said. 
“We are doing a little better 
job of learning the game, try-
ing to recognize when we’re 
in bad situations and making 
the best choice coming out of 
it.”  

On Saturday, UM-Dear-
born took on Siena Height. 
The Wolverines came close 
but lost all three games (25-
21, 25-9, 25-21).

Now 0-12, UM-Dearborn’s 
next match is scheduled for 
Sept. 17 at Lawrence Tech.

By JeraMY stOVer
staff reporter
@Jstover96

Like Akron last year, Mi-
ami (Ohio) had nothing to 
lose in Ann Arbor, Mich. 
What more could a team on 
an 18-game losing streak 
have to lose (besides loss 
No. 19)? 

Nothing. Nothing at all.
And in the process, Mich-

igan and a handful of new 
problems were exposed.

Through three games, 
Michigan turned the ball 
over seven times. And it’s 
a concerning number for 
Head Coach, Brady Hoke. 

“(I’m) really concerned. 
Seven in three games - one 
in three games you don’t 
want,” Hoke said. “It’s the 
ball security issues that we 
have got to do a better job 
with from top to bottom.”

With Funchess on the 
sidelines, Michigan’s of-
fense started slow and 
stalled often, until the ball 
was handed to Green. The 

sophomore running back 
totaled 137 yards and two 
touchdowns on 22 carries.

And without its No. 1 
playmaker, Michigan and 
Devin Gardner looked lost 
at times, shying away from 
the passing game, until 
Backup Quarterback, Shane 
Morris, attempted two pass-
es.

If Michigan’s problems 
were on display against a 
lowly MAC team, they’re 
going to be magnified even 
further against Utah on Sept. 
20. The Utes (2-0) have to-
taled 115 points scored in 
two games this season, pos-
sessing a top-10 scoring of-
fense in the nation. 

Michigan’s one glaring 
problem last season — an 
inept running game — was 
solved while escaping Mi-
ami (Ohio) unscathed. But 
the Wolverines will not be 
able to say that much longer 
with a repeat performance 
from Saturday against qual-
ity opponents.

Michigan column
continued from page 12 



The University of Mich-
igan-Dearborn hockey team 
swept Indiana Tech in its sea-
son-opening weekend series. 
The Wolverines won 9-2 Fri-
day and closed out the series 
with a 9-3 win Saturday.

Freshman, Jeff McFarland, 
scored six goals in his Wol-
verines debut. Senior Cap-
tain, Jase Paciocco, finished 
with seven points, while 
freshman, Ryan Urso, totaled 
five points.

Fellow freshman Goalie, 
Nate Ferris, played all 120 
minutes and made 50-of-55 
saves in his debut.

“I think it was unbeliev-
able, a little rocky start. I 
think we got the jitters out,” 
Paciocco said Friday. “The 
young guys really came 
through, it’s exciting to play 
with these guys.”

The Wolverines were able 
to score early Friday, and 
they scored often. 

McFarland opened it up 
seven minutes into the first 
period with a tremendous 
backhand shot while on the 
penalty kill. The Wolver-
ines were able to score three 
shorthanded goals in the first 
period, going on to put on a 
clinic against Indiana Tech in 
a 9-2 win.

Just 39 seconds after Mc-
Farland opened up the scor-
ing Friday, junior, Ryan Kel-
ly, buried a shorthanded goal, 
the second of the period for 
the Wolverines. Seven min-
utes after Kelly’s goal, Urso 
posted his first career goal at 
UM-Dearborn, scoring the 
Wolverines third shorthanded 
goal of the game in the first 
period.

Ferris was given the nod in 
net, posting a solid game and 
taking care of business, as he 
had a busy night. 

Sophomore, Derek Kes-
sler, opened up the scoring 
in the second period about 10 
minutes in, netting his first 
goal of the year. The Wolver-
ines did not stop there for the 
period. TJ Zak, Cody Lon-
guski, and Marcus McSwee-
ney all netted goals in the 
second period.

Gino Darin scored a little 
over five minutes into the 

third period, after a beautiful 
assist from Paciocco. 

But Ferris stole the show, 
taking his shutout deep into 
the third period, before con-
ceding a couple of goals 
down two men on a penalty 
kill. 

“The guys in front of me 
took away a lot of the scor-
ing chances, they gave me 
easy shots from the outside, 
making it easy and not too 
challenging of a night,” Fer-
ris said, when asked about his 
performance on his opening 
game.

UM-Dearborn hockey 
Head Coach, Chris Haltinner, 
was impressed with his goal-
ie’s performance in his debut.

“He was solid, he did what 
I expected him to do,” Haltin-
ner said. “He was the goalie 
that we wanted. He did his 
job.”

The Wolverines took 14 
penalties in Friday’s win, 
something Haltinner was not 
pleased about. UM-Dearborn 
had 13 penalties Saturday.

“We gotta settle down, be 
more aware of stuff, and be 
more disciplined,” Haltinner 
said.

The penalties did not hurt 
the Wolverines, in fact it did 
the opposite, as the Wolver-
ines scored three times short-
handed.

UM-Dearborn took the 
weekend sweep on Saturday, 
winning 9-3. 

McFarland scored four 
goals for the Wolverines. Also 
contributing to the blowout 
win was Kessler with two 
goals. Urso and Paciocco to-
taled three points.

The Wolverines return to 
action Friday for a weekend 
road series against Pittsburgh.
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sports Editor
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College Football 
Top Ten Poll

#1 Oregon (3)

Each Monday, members 
of the  Michigan Jour-
nal’s sports staff vote on 
college football’s top ten 
teams. A first place vote 
counts for 10 points, with 
the number decreasing by 
one for each rank lower.

#2 Florida state (2)

#3 Oklahoma

#3 alabama

#5 Texas a&M

#6 auburn

#10 UcLa

#8 Michigan state

#9 LsU

#7 Baylor

The University of Michigan-
Dearborn men’s basketball team 
capped off its first offseason, 
under Taylor Langley, by sign-
ing Wayne County Community 
College District forward, Paul 
Standtke on Aug. 22. Standtke, 
a junior, led the NJCAA in re-
bounds last season with 10 re-
bounds per game.

Sports Editor Ricky Lindsay 
spoke with Standtke for a Q-and-
A session.

Q: Where did you attend 
high school and what was your 
basketball career like?

A: I attended Ypsilanti Lin-
coln High School, and didn’t play 
basketball in high school. Partly 
due to my late growth spurt, and 
the fact that my dad was a big 
believer in working rather than 
playing sports. 

Q: What’s one of your best 
basketball memories and why?

A: One of my greatest basket-
ball memories was winning the 
regional tournament at Wayne 
County Community College 
District, by one,over Oakland 
Community College. This win 
punched our ticket to the first 
berth in the NJCAA D-II tourna-
ment in school history. I ended up 
with 14 points and 15 rebounds 
and can remember crying as I 
looked up at one second on the 
clock with us up one (point) and 
with the ball. It was probably the 
first time I actually took Coach 
(Rogeric) Turner’s constant re-
minder and truly played that 
game as if it was my last. I knew 
we did it. “The county boys” 
would forever be remembered.

Q: When did you begin 
thinking you could take your 
game to the next level as a 
JUcO talent?

A: I’m my biggest critic and 
honestly never thought I could 
make it to that next level by be-
ing a role player. It seemed as if 
all I did was set screens and get 
rebounds. It’s almost as if one 
day I woke up and realized if this 
is what my team needs from me, 
then I might as well try and be the 
best at it. I was once told being 
great at one or two things is more 
valuable than being good at a lot. 

Q: Was there a moment that 
made you realize you could 
play with talent at four-year 
institutions?

A: My first college basketball 
experience was at Saint Cecilia to 
play for my chance at a scholar-
ship with WCCCD. What I didn’t 
know was that I would be guard-
ing former Michigan State big 
and (current) pro, Derrick Nix. I 

literally can remember watching 
him play just a year previous on 
ESPN against Michigan. I played 
well and it wasn’t until that mo-
ment that I felt I could compete 
with four-year talent. 

Q: Being the leading re-
bounder throughout the coun-
try in nJcaa is quite the ac-
complishment. What did you 
need to do to reach that mile-
stone?

A: I needed a coach that put 
me in the right position to suc-
ceed and my teammates to be-
lieve in me. I’ve always been 
told I’m too short to play center 
and would have to transition to a 
guard once getting to a four-year. 
It seems every time I tell some-
one I play center they laugh and 
never believe me, but I take pride 
in what I’m able to do because 
I work hard. I truly believe in 
heart over height. I may not look 
good on paper but I refuse to be 
outworked, regardless of how 
athletic someone is or tall they 
are. I learned how to be good at 
things people overlook, like posi-
tion and boxing out, and figured 
since I can’t jump and I’m not 
6-foot-8, I have to be exceptional 
at these overlooked, and very im-
portant skills to be a successful 
rebounder.

Q: What’s one thing that 
sold you on becoming a UM-
dearborn Wolverine?

A: The biggest reason was 
coach Langley. He told me he 
didn’t care about my past and 
what other schools thought. He 
wanted me and that meant to 
do exactly what I did at Wayne 
County. There’s no greater feel-
ing than to be wanted or needed 
by a coach. He believed in me 
and never met me; that’s some-
one I would go to war with any 
day. After that phone call, I knew 
I wanted to be here to change this 
culture, and bring a conference 
title to UM-Dearborn.

Q: Taylor has a history of 
winning in the conference. 
He’s wasting no time trying to 
turn UM-dearborn into a win-
ner. What’s it like playing for a 
coach who wants to bring that 
culture to this school?

A: He makes you want more 
from yourself and your team. 
He’s the type of guy that, if he 
said, ‘lets run through this wall,’ 
I’m going, because I trust him. 
He has a passion and it’s not hard 
to see winning is what he is used 
to and won’t settle for less. He re-
ally makes you believe that we 
can make history. I’m sure ev-
eryone here hears it every year, 
that this year is going to be differ-
ent and I understand, but if you 
sat and spoke with him for five 

minutes, you would understand. 
There is no rebuilding year, there 
is no empty stands anymore. The 
campus will know we have a 
basketball team and most impor-
tantly, this conference will hear 
from us very soon. He’s made 
major sacrifices to make this pos-
sible, along with our assistant 
staff, Coach Hurley, Senthil, and 
Edwards, who work hard day in 
and day out to help us. We owe 
it to them and to this school, to 
change this culture.

Q:  What’s one game on the 
schedule you are looking for-
ward to this year and why?

A: The one game I’m looking 
forward to is Purdue Calumet. It 
was the first school I visited and 
fell in love; beautiful campus, a 
winning culture already in place, 
they had Nike and a brand new 
gym floor with a huge athletic 
budget. After visiting, I wanted 
to sign that day and was only 
waiting on word from the athletic 
director and the coach to call me 
to make it happen. About two 
weeks after visiting, I received a 
call saying that the athletic direc-
tor didn’t feel comfortable sign-
ing off on my scholarship and 
felt it was a risk he wasn’t will-
ing to take. The coach told me it 
was out of his hands and that he 
had another kid that was commit-
ting that they felt good about and 
hung the phone up. It was at that 
moment it seemed my life was 
over. I remember crying because 
of everything I had been through 
up to this point, to be told I was 
not worth the risk. There isn’t a 
day that goes by that I don’t think 
about that trip to Indiana. And if 
they forgot about me, I’m going 
to make sure they remember me 
when I leave.

Q: athletes strive for im-
provement. How can you im-
prove upon last year’s perfor-
mance as the ncJaa’s leading 
rebounder?

A: As much success as I had 
rebounding, I struggled from the 
line, which is something I really 
have been working on over the 
summer. Plus this is different, this 
is the big leagues. And to show 
that I can translate my game from 
the JUCO level, to the four-year 
level is my challenge. Most im-
portantly to me, I can improve as 
a teammate and hopefully form 
into a leader for this team. Being 
the oldest on the team comes with 
responsibility for these young 
guys and I want to bring tough-
ness to this team, day in and day 
out. My teammates may hate me 
some practices, but they know if 
they can deal with me they can 
deal with anyone we run into, in 
the conference.

Photo courtesy of Paul Standtke
Paul Standtke signs with UM-Dearborn men’s basketball team on Aug. 22.

Q&A with men’s basketball 
forward Paul Standtke

Hockey opens season, 
sweeps Indiana Tech

By ERick LEHMan
staff Reporter
@ELehman29

Jeramy Stover/MJ
UM-Dearborn celebrates during 
its home opener Sept. 13, 2014.

The University of Mich-
igan-Dearborn men’s soc-
cer team dropped its third-
straight game of the season 
in a 3-0 loss to Rochester 
College on Sept. 8. 

The Wolverines (0-3) 
were kept off the score sheet 
for the second-straight game 
as Rochester found the back 
of the net twice in the first 
half, and once in the second 
half.

Rochester managed to fire 
seven shots on goal to the 
Wolverines’ five shots on 
goal.

“In spells we played re-
ally well, we played really 
well in the second half,” said 
Head Coach, Matt Quirk. 

Junior Goalkeeper, An-
drew Pietrzak, made four 
saves in the loss, earning 
praises from Quirk. 

“He (Pietrzak) did well, 
only a couple of errors, but 
he’s getting better every 
game,” Quirk said.

Freshman forward, Rich-
ard Hodnicki, was able to 
get a shot on goal. He has 
impressed his coach so far. 

“He’s (Hodnicki) been 
looking pretty sharp,” said 
Quirk. 

Senior Forward, Iris Me-
sic, also spoke about the su-
perb play of Hodnicki. 

“He’s improving every 
game, he works really hard 
every game, and covers a lot 
of ground, helping out on 
the offensive and defensive 
side,” Mesic said.

Quirk mentioned the at-
titude of the team has been 
positive of late. 

“Since the Schoolcraft 
game, the attitude and the 
spirit of the team has been 
good,” he said.

Mesic, who led the team 
in shots on goal, also noted 
that he has saw progress in 
the team. 

“I think we played a 
bit better than the last few 
games,” he said. 

Justin Kane tallied two 
goals for the Warriors, who 
improved their record to 2-3. 
The two teams will meet 
again on Sept. 19 at Roch-
ester. 

UM-Dearborn will look to 
break into the win column, 
when it travels to Spring Ar-
bor University on Sept. 17.

Men’s soccer falls 
to Rochester

By JERaMy sTOVER
staff Reporter
@Jstover96
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Sophomore tight end Jake Butt celebrates his first touchdown reception of the season in Michigan’s 34-10 win over Miami (Ohio) on Sept. 13, 2014.

Sports

No Butt about it
Sophomore tight end leaves 
mark in return from ACL tear

Jake Butt surprised many with an incredibly speedy recovery after 
tearing his ACL in February.

On Saturday, the sophomore tight end surprised Miami (Ohio) de-
fensive back Marshall Taylor with his first touchdown reception of the 
season in Michigan’s 34-10 victory.

One play after hauling in a 22-yard pass, Butt and Michigan’s of-
fense huddled up in an attempt at finding the end zone. The Wolverines 
called a bluff screen — the torpedo screen, as Butt said — and Devin 
Gardner lofted a pass towards the end zone.

Butt cut past Taylor, hauled in Gardner’s pass and waltzed into the 
end zone for a 29-yard touchdown.

“We had the bluff screen, where I kind of bluff the defender and leak 
and I got the chance to go in there,” Butt said. “I broke down like I was 
going to block, the safety came flying up and I just leaked. Devin tossed 

the ball up there and (I) scored.”
Butt didn’t have to worry about taking a beating on the touchdown 

grab — after bluffing out of the block, he was open from the 20-yard 
line onwards, just the way he likes.

“I like it better when it’s wide open,” Butt said. “You don’t have to 
worry about a thing, just catch it and score.”

After a promising campaign as a freshman in 2013, Butt tore his 
ACL during offseason workouts in mid-February. He was Michigan’s 
third-ranked receiver and was expected to become a force in Offensive 
Coordinator, Doug Nussmeier’s, passing game with Devin Funchess 
shifting to receiver.

But like Jake Ryan did last year, Butt made an incredible comeback 
from his Feb. 27 surgery to appear in Michigan’s final matchup with 
Notre Dame on Sept. 6. In his first real taste of game action Saturday 
against Miami (Ohio), he hauled in three passes for 59 yards and a 
touchdown.

“Each week (my leg) gets better and better, but I feel great right 
now,” Butt said. “I feel closer to 100 percent. In a way, I feel like I am 
my full self right now. Once the adrenaline gets pumping, you’re just 
out there playing football. You don’t think about your knee, you don’t 
think about little nicks or bruises, you’re just out there playing football.”

Michigan’s Leading Receiver, Devin Funchess, did not dress for 

Saturday’s game with an undisclosed status.
But Gardner had nothing to worry about with Butt in the fold.
The Michigan quarterback watched his tight end grow from an in-

coming freshman to an offensive threat last fall. Over the past seven 
months, Gardner took notice of Butt’s journey to return to that level.

“He hasn’t done anything or shown me anything that he’s not the 
Jake Butt that he was,” Gardner said. “I feel like he’s been playing re-
ally well. He’s worked so hard in the offseason and during practice to 
get a chance to play last week (against Notre Dame). I feel like he’s 
going to move forward from here.”

Butt was not thinking about his leg when he raced out of Michigan 
Stadium’s tunnel. He was not thinking about his leg when he hauled in 
his first catch, nor the last one. When he waltzed into the end zone, it 
was not on his mind. The adrenaline from football took over.

So when Butt scored his first touchdown since Nov. 30 against Ohio 
State, the tight end displayed a bit of swagger. He flashed the three gog-
gles with his right hand and found Receiver, Dennis Norfleet, in the end 
zone for a quick celebration, the first in 10 months, the first after a long 
rehabilitation process.

“I saw Fleet going and he was pointing to the sky,” Butt said. “I 
knew I wasn’t supposed to, but yeah, I did. Not like I have big hops 
anyways, but it was a baby jump.”

Green bulldozes Miami 
in Michigan’s 34-14 win

The Michigan Wolverines 
defeated the Miami (Ohio) 
RedHawks, 34-10, on the 
legs of sophomore Running 
Back Derrick Green.

Early in the fourth quar-
ter, Green took the handoff 
from 12 yards out to left side 
and outran the RedHawks’ 
defense to corner of the end 
zone for his second score of 
the game. The touchdown 
put Michigan up 31-10 and 
just out of reach for Miami 
(Ohio).

“I told the coaches give it 
to me,” Green said. “I’m go-
ing to get the job done.”

Green led the way for 
Michigan with 22 carries for 
137 yards and two touch-
downs, his first multiple 
touchdown game collegiate-
ly. Quarterback, Devin Gard-
ner, went 13-for-20 passing 
with 184 yards, two touch-
downs and an interception. 

Sophomore Wide Receiv-
er, Amara Darboh, led the 
team in receiving with six 
receptions for 88 yards and a 
touchdown. The touchdown 
was the first in Darboh’s ca-
reer at Michigan. 

In the first quarter, Michi-
gan jumped out to an early 
lead. After settling for a 
field goal on their first drive, 
Michigan came back with 
a 17-yard touchdown pass 
from Gardner to Darboh to 
put the Wolverines up 10-0. 

In the second quarter, Mi-
ami (Ohio) made a come-
back. 

After settling for a field 
goal, Miami (Ohio) got 
tricky. The RedHawks 
kicked a pooch punt on the 
ensuing kickoff that was re-
covered on the Michigan 21-
yard line. 

On the fourth play of the 
drive, RedHawks Quarter-
back, Andrew Hendrix, hit 
Receiver, Dawan Scott, for a 
3-yard touchdown to tie the 
game at 10-10 with 7:24 left 
in the first half. 

On the next drive, Michi-
gan went to the running 
game. The Wolverines went 
66 yards on six plays in 2:58, 
for Green’s first touchdown 
of the game from one yard 
out. Michigan led the Red-
Hawks 17-10 at halftime.

The second half was all 
Michigan. Late in the third 
quarter, Gardner hit tight end 
Jake Butt for 29-yard touch-
down. Butt was wide open 
on a leak to the end zone to 
put Michigan up 24-10. He 
finished the game with three 
catches for 59 yards.

The touchdown from 
Green from 12 yards out in 
the fourth quarter clinched 
the game for Michigan. 
Kicker, Matt Wile, hit a 40-
yard field goal to finish the 
scoring for the Wolverines.

Next week, Michigan has 
a tough matchup as it hosts 
the Utah, at the Big House at 
3:30 p.m. on Sept. 20.

By RICKY LINDSAY
Sports Editor
@RLindz35

Rebecca Gallagher/MJ
Sophomore running back Derek Green totaled 137 yards and two touchdowns on 22 carries in Michigan’s win over Miami.

By gEoff MEhL
Staff Reporter
@geoffMehl

Green saves day, but Michigan 
can no longer afford lapses

By RICKY LINDSAY
Sports Editor
@RLindz35

When the wheels of Michi-
gan’s offense were close to 
falling off, Derrick Green car-
ried the unit with his pair.

Tied with Miami (Ohio), 
10-10, midway through the 
second quarter Saturday, the 
Wolverines were sputtering 
offensively in a game many 
expected to be a rout. Flashes 
of last season’s matchup with 
Akron were flashing before 
fans eyes, as a RedHawks 
team with an 18-game losing 

streak was hanging toe-to-toe 
with Michigan.

Ready to put the game into 
his hands, Green jumpstarted 
Michigan’s offense, totaling 
47 yards and scoring a 1-yard 
touchdown to cap off a six-
play, 66-yard drive. The Wol-
verines took a 17-10 lead and 

never looked back, topping the 
RedHawks 34-10.

“I told the coaches, ‘Just 
give it to me. I’m going to get 
that job done. Keep feeding 
me,’” Green said. “And that’s 
what I did…I told them to give 
it to me and I’ll get into the 
end zone.”

Green took over the game 
for Michigan as the team pro-
ceeded to stuff its stat-sheet. 
The Wolverines totaled 460 
yards of offense, including 
276 rushing yards. Finally, 
the team’s most magnified 
problem in the Devin Gardner 
quarterback era — the run-
ning game — appeared to be 
solved. 

But after looking inept on 
both sides of the ball for most 

of the game, Michigan cannot 
afford the same fortune next 
week against Utah, let alone 
during the Big Ten season.

Saturday’s game against 
Miami (Ohio) felt much closer 
than a 24-point win. Michigan 
was not able to put away the 
RedHawks until two scores in 
the fourth quarter.

Miami was statistically out-
played by Michigan in all fac-
ets of Saturday’s game. The 
RedHawks totaled only eight 
first downs and had only six 
rushing yards midway through 
the third quarter.

Yet three turnovers by the 
Wolverines made an expected 
blowout a much closer game.
Michigan column
continued on page 10 
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