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Brace yourselves: worse winters are coming
BY NOUHAD ALAME
Staff Writer

After the strong snow-
storms that welcomed the 
new year of 2013-2014, the 
harsh and snow-filled win-
ter last year still brings back 
dreadful thoughts as we 
anticipate yet another bit-
ter snow season for the aca-
demic year of 2014-2015.

Many of us are wonder-
ing just what this winter 
might bring in terms of get-
ting from place to place, what 
to expect from the roads, 
and how the 2014-2015 aca-
demic year will be affected.  
We definitely hope we will 
not be breaking records in 
the Detroit area and Flint as 
they occurred just a year ago.

However, forecasts pre-
dict that red flags may be on 
the alert the first 10 days of 
January and the first week 
of February, as the precipita-
tion and strong winds sweep 
across the Great Lakes area 
and into the northern states.  

Once more, the Farmers’ 
Almanac edition of the win-
ter of 2014–15 emphasizes 
that the coldest outbreak of 
the season will come dur-
ing the final week of Janu-
ary into the beginning of 
February, with below-normal 
temperatures for just about 

three-quarters of the nation.
While some of us may sim-

ply be filled with glee at the 
thought of countless snow 
days here at the University 
of Michigan-Dearborn,, oth-
ers feel that the money spent 
on tuition should be negoti-
ated in the case that repeat-
ing snow days should oc-

cur, putting courses behind.
Do the Great Lakes and 

Detroit Metro area stand a 
chance against this outbreak? 
Unfortunately, not quite. As 
the frigid air blows across 
the Great Lakes, snow show-
ers are predicted to drop 
heavy amounts of snow into 
lakes, ranging from sting-

ing to normal snowfall.
How does the UM-Dear-

born plan on alerting its stu-
dents, faculty and staff? Cam-
pus closings due to inclement 
weather will be determined 
by the Chancellor and Se-
nior Officers. Decisions to 
officially close the campus 
due to inclement weather 

and hazardous driving con-
ditions are transmitted to all 

major radio and television 
stations for broadcast early 
morning as staff members 
wander the roads to clear 
potentially hazardous condi-
tions. Staff members are on 
the roads well before 5 a.m., 
checking weather conditions 

to ensure safety for the sake 
of students, faculty, and staff.

In cases of emergencies, 
the emergency “fan-out” 
system will be implemented 
during specific conditions, 
which includes weather 
conditions so severe that 
it mandates movement to 
designated shelter areas on 
campus, or shelter at homes.

UM-Dearborn students 
should anticipate heavy 
snowfall warnings when an 
expected snowfall of four 
inches in a 12 hour period or 
six inches in a 24 hour period 
have covered the roads. This 
also includes slippery, block-
ing, and reduced visibility 
on the roads, which would 
make it hard for students to 
reach campus safe and sound.

It certainly looks like an-
other long winter of shiv-
ery and misery at its peak. 
Some quick tips for this 
year’s winter season…stur-
dy snow machines and new 
tires. Not to mention, sweat-
ers and hot cocoa, of course.

Should you have any 
questions or concerns, or 
are unsure what to possi-
bly expect when the next 
heavy snow fall sweeps 
across Dearborn and neigh-
boring areas, please contact 
Public Safety at 593-5333.
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Successful Panhellenic 
recruitment sets new record

BY COURTNEY MORRISON
Guest Writer

University of Michigan-
Dearborn is home to many 

clubs and organizations. 
One strong community or-
ganization on campus is the 
sororities. This past week 
was Panhellenic Sorority Re-
cruitment. Women interested 
in getting more information 
about sorority life could sign 
up to receive the schedule for 
recruitment week and speak 
with Rho Gammas during 

the Student Organization 
Fair on September 9. This 
provided an excellent op-
portunity to explore every-

thing Greek Life has to offer. 
Recruitment kick-off start-

ed on Monday, September 15 
running until Saturday, Sep-
tember 20. The process took 
place in several stages. Kick-
off began with a meet and 
greet between the Rho Gam-
mas and any prospective re-
cruits. Rho Gammas are re-
cruitment counselors trained 

specially for recruitment. 
They are separated from 
their sororities in the summer 
and temporarily disassoci-

ate. Their sorority affiliation 
is kept secret until after re-
cruitment to prevent recruits 
from being swayed to one 
sorority or another. The meet 
and greet was followed with 
the first round on Tuesday.

The Rho Gammas were 
again available to answer 
any and all questions about 
sorority life before the first 

round took place. The first 
round started at 6:30pm 
and ran until 9:30pm giving 
plenty of time for potential 

new members who had class 
to make it there on time. 
When a potential new mem-
ber arrived they were given 
20 minutes with each soror-
ity. This gave potential new 
members the opportunity to 
meet women of each sorority 
and decide which one they 
could see themselves joining.

Wednesday was the 

same format as Tuesday 
and potential new mem-
bers were required to attend 
at least one of these days.

Kristin Crowley, the 
Panhellenic Vice President 
of Recruitment, encour-
aged the recruits to come 
to both events in the infor-
mational email the women 
received. “If you are able 
to attend both days we en-
courage it, as it will pro-
vide you with more time to 
get to know you as well.” 
Round three took place 
on Thursday beginning at 
6:45pm. This round was 
more involved than the 
previous ones. Potential 
new members were given 
forty-five minutes in each 
of the sorority rooms giv-
ing them an even bet-
ter opportunity to get to 
know the sorority women. 
At the end of this day, the 
potential new members 
were asked to rank the 
sororities, based on the 
impression they received. 

The final day of recruit-
ment week were the pref-
erence ceremonies and Bid 

Day. This was the day that 
potential new members found 
out which sorority would be 
their new home, so to speak. 

The day began at  Fairlane 
Center, starting off with pref-
erence ceremonies. Prefer-
ence ceremonies are an open 
ritual where individuals are 
asked by different sororities 
to participate with them. Af-

ter the preference ceremo-
nies the potential new mem-
bers were asked to again rank 
the sororities one last time. 

During the lunch break, a 
computer system was used 
for bid matching. Bid match-
ing is when each potential 
new member submits a list of 
the sororities they would like 
to be a part of in a particular 
order. The sororities submit a 
list of women they’re inter-
ested in having. Then sorori-
ties and potential new mem-
bers are matched together 
based on the submitted lists.

Once the bid matching 
was finished, potential new 
members were individu-
ally told what bid they re-
ceived and could either ac-
cept or decline the offer. 

Finally, the Bid Day cele-
brations took place, allowing 
new sorority members to an-
nounce which sorority they 
chose. Then, the Rho Gam-
mas finally revealed which 
sorority they belonged to. Phi 
Mu welcomed eighteen new 
women and both Delta Phi 
Epsilon and Phi Sigma Sigma 
welcomed sixteen new wom-
en. This brings the chapter 
averages to fifty members, 
an all time campus high.

Now that recruitment 
week is over, new mem-
bers will be initiated and 
can begin attending week-
ly meetings and events 
hosted by each chapter. 
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If you could brIng any person back to lIfe for a day, 
who would It be, and why?
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“My grandpa because he passed away when I  was young, 
and he made a big impact on my dad...”

-Nate Schlusler

“My uncle because I never got the chance to say 
goodbye...”

-Eiman Hairston

“Both of my great-grandparents because they 
always made me feel extraordinary...”

-Angela Melendez

“Michael Jackson because he was awesome...”
-Ashlee Newland

“Paul Walker because he was a great actor and an 
inspirational person...”

-Dash Fejza
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Around The World
Germany asked soldiers to volunteer 

to fight Ebola.

200,000 people flee from ISIS in Syria.

A wildfire approached the shore of 
California’s Bass Lake. California Gov. 
Jerry Brown declared a state of emer-
gency in two counties where wildfires 
have torched tens of thousands of acres, 
destroying some homes and threaten-

ing others.

The Bardarbunga volcano in south-
east Iceland erupted.

The Pope excommunicates Italian 
Mafia members.

More than 700 infants and 40 health 
care workers have been exposed to tu-
berculosis, commonly called TB, at a 
hospital in El Paso, Texas, according to 
the city’s Department of Public Health.

BY JOHN STECKROTH
Staff Writer 

The observatory held a 
public event last Wednesday 
to safely observe the sun with 
special filters on 
their telescopes.

From the ob-
servation deck 
on the third floor 
of the Science 
Learning and Re-
search Center on 
campus, students 
and local residents 
used several dif-
ferent telescopes 
to view sunspots.

Their Solar 
Hydrogen-Alpha 
(h-alpha) filter, 
designed to block 
all light wave-
lengths, except h-
alpha, allows for 
safe observation 
and prominent 
surface details 
since the Sun’s 
surface layer con-
tains high lev-
els of hydrogen,

The Observa-
tory uses this fil-
ter on a 2.5-inch 
refracting tele-
scope.  They use 
obstruction filters 
in other cases that are de-
signed for filtering out 99 
percent of the Sun’s light.

The Public Observing 

Sessions include tours and 
events, to promote educa-
tion and encourage astro-
nomical research, according 
to Eric Rasmussen, Astron-

omy Research Assistant.
“We held a big observa-

tion party for the transit of 
Venus between the Earth 

and the Sun last year,” Ras-
mussen said.  “Almost a 
hundred people attended.”

The Science Learning and 
Research Center was first 

opened in 2006.  Prior to its 
observation deck, astrono-
my and astrophysics classes 
would meet on the top level 

of the parking structure, 
according to Rasmussen.

The telescope, bought 
with a grant from the Na-
tional Science Foundation, 

was installed in 2007 and 
cost upwards of $100,000. 
It is a 0.4-m (16-inch) diam-
eter f/8 reflecting telescope 

and is run by two comput-
ers; one controlling the spin-
ning dome and the placement 
of the telescope, the other 
for capturing the images.  

The telescope is housed 
in a dome with a split in it 
that protects the equipment 
from the elements and from 

stray light.  The Observa-
tory also owns six 8-inch 
reflecting telescopes,which 
are used for both public 
viewing and education.

“We’re not on a 
mountain, so we’re 
not making any dra-
matic discoveries,” 
said Dr. Carrie Swift, 
a Lecturer in Phys-
ics and Astronomy. 
“But our students are 
doing important vari-
able star research and 
astrophotography.”

Swift hopes that 
the Public Observing 
Sessions will pro-
mote the understand-
ing and advance-
ment of astronomy.

Patrick Simp-
son, a senior here 
at the University of 
Michigan-Dearborn, 
stopped by to check 
out the telescope 
and get a look at the 
surface of the Sun. 
“It’s really amazing 
how they encourage 
the public and non-
science majors to be 
involved,” he said. 

The next Pub-
lic Observing Ses-
sion is free to the 

public and on Oct. 3, from 
8:30 p.m. to 10 p.m., suit-
able sky conditions allowing.

UM-Dearborn’s observatory hosts 
day-time viewing of the sun

    Photo Courtesy of John Steckroth
Eric Rasmussen, Astronomy Research Assistant, adjusts a telescope.
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By JULIA CUNEO 
Guest Writer

By YVONNE TOMEI
Staff Writer

There has been extreme controversy these 
past couple of months involving the NFL, 
controversy specifically having to do with the 
issues of domestic violence and child abuse. 
Domestic violence is an epidemic affecting 
people and families in every community, re-
gardless of age, economic status, race, reli-
gion, nationality or educational background.

Violence against women is often accompa-
nied by emotionally abusive and controlling 
behavior, and thus is part of a systematic pat-
tern of dominance and control. Domestic vio-
lence results in physical injury, psychological 
trauma, and in some severe cases, death.

Child abuse is also very common in a do-
mestic household. According to the US De-
partment of Health and Human services, there 
are more than three million reports of child 
abuse are made in the United States every 
year involving more than six million chil-
dren. The United States has one of the worst 
records among industrialized nations, losing 
on average between four and seven children 

every day to child abuse and neglect.
About 85 percent of domestic violence vic-

tims are women and one in every four women 
will experience this traumatic action in her 
lifetime. Unfortunately, this issue alongside 
child abuse, is a little too familiar to the NFL.

On Oct. 11, 2013, Minnesota Viking's 
Running Back, Adrian Peterson, lost his two-
year-old son to child abuse. The mother’s 
boyfriend beat the baby boy to his death.

On Sept. 12, 2014, almost a year after his 
son's death, Peterson was indicted for abusing 
his second child. There are reports of his four-
year-old son having slash-like wounds from 
being whipped with a switch. The prosecution 
in the case alleges that Peterson punched his 
son's scrotum, beat him with a switch on his 
back, buttocks, ankles, and legs.

The Vikings deactivated the running back 
for ONE game and he continued to play this 
past Sunday. Why wasn't Peterson treated like 
any other father in America and put in jail? 
Why is he still allowed to continue his career 

in the NFL, after such a disturbing act?
On Feb. 15, 2014, Baltimore Ravens Run-

ning Back, Ray Rice, and his fiancée, Janay 
Palmer, were arrested and charged with as-
sault after a physical altercation in an elevator 
in New Jersey. Rice was initially suspended 
for the first two measly games of the season, 
until Sept. 8, 2014, when TMZ released a vid-
eo of the actual altercation, where he punched 
then-fiancé, now-wife, Janay unconscious 
and dragged her out of the elevator.

It wasn't until the video was released that 
the NFL took affirmative action and termi-
nated Rice's contract.

Back in February, when the situation ini-
tially happened, why wasn’t Rice's contract 
terminated then? Because there was no video 
evidence at the time? The woman was still 
punched in the face by him, regardless if there 
was a video or not.

It makes one question the NFL's morals and 
how they treat serious issues such as these. If 
there was a video released of Adrian Peterson 

beating his four-year-old son, is that what it 
would take for his contract to be terminated?

If this were a regular household in a small 
community, Ray Rice and Adrian Peterson 
would have been arrested on the spot and put 
in jail indefinitely. They would have received 
the proper consequence for child abuse and 
domestic violence.

These high profile professional athletes in 
the NFL should be the ones setting the exam-
ple for other people. Instead, they think with 
the power and popularity they have, they can 
do whatever they want, without consequence. 
In all honesty, they can, because the NFL al-
lows them to.

Two game suspension? One game suspen-
sion? After beating your child and fiancé? 
That is not enough. As long as the NFL con-
tinues to have this double standard through-
out the league, there will be plenty more cases 
like this ahead of them.  

If you drive east on I-94 long 
enough you come to a sign that 
says: PRISON AREA DO NOT 
PICK UP HITCH HIKERS. Every 
other week I pass this sign on my 
way to the Macomb Correctional 
Facility, an imposing brick build-
ing that is home to some of my 
closest intellectual friends and al-
lies - the very people this sign re-
fers to with distrust and disdain.

We come together to talk, de-
bate, and laugh. We call ourselves 
The Theory Group, because we 
spend a lot of time talking about 
“Theory”. We are all alumni of a 
University of Michigan-Dearborn 
class called “The Inside Out Pris-
on Exchange”. This class brings 
together students from inside the 
Macomb Correctional Facility and 
inside the UM-Dearborn institu-
tion for a deeply reflective, analyt-
ical examination of our prison sys-
tems, our society, and our biases.

This class does what that sign on I-94 refuses to do. It 
recognizes our common humanity, and the ways that we are 
all impacted by the injustices plaguing this country. It is also 
an example of people from extraordinarily different circum-
stances participating in a common struggle to make the world 
better, safer, stronger, kinder.

The United States prison system is bigger than any in 
the world. In 2012, the National Research Council released 
a report that stated that our country incarcerates nearly one 
percent of its population, accounting for 25 percent of the en-
tire world’s prisoners. That’s an incredible number of people 

locked up, families torn apart, and resources re-
distributed.

This emphasis on punishing people for every little thing 
says more about our values as a country than it does about the 
individuals being punished. Michigan is one of the worst of 
offenders. According to Citizens Alliance on Prisons and 
Public spending, we spend about 4.2 million dollars every 
day to support our prison system, 21 percent of our state’s 
general funds. We keep people inside longer, on average, 
than any other state. The prison industry has been Michigan’s 
fastest growing sector for decades.

How does this affect you? Well, in the mean time, spend-

ing on your education is being cut 
dramatically. In 2012, Governor 
Snyder announced that state funds 
for Michigan universities were cut 
by 15 percent. When the Universi-
ty of Michigan was founded, state 
funding made up a majority of their 
budget. Now, they have to make 
that up with tuition hikes, service 
fees, and constant growth.

If you think this balance is un-
just, you support prison reform. If 
you’d like to see us invest in things, 
like education, instead of impris-
oning more and more people, you 
support prison reform. It might 
seem like an overwhelming prob-
lem at first - how do we change an 
entire country’s direction when we 
can hardly afford this semesters’ 
bills?

On Tuesday, Sept. 30, the exec-
utive director of the Citizens Alli-
ance on Prison and Public Spend-
ing (CAPPS) will be speaking on 

campus about three important reforms 
they’re advocating in Michigan. The event starts at 6 p.m. 
in Kochoff and will include discussion break outs around the 
topic. If you’d like to learn more, this is the place and time 
to start.

Don’t stop there. Sign up for the Inside Out Prison Ex-
change class. Join us in making this world better, safer, stron-
ger, kinder and more just - one classroom at a time.

 

Why College Students Need Prison Reform

NFL Double Standards

Got an opinion? 
We want you. 

No experience necessary. 
Email umd.mj.opinions@gmail.com
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People I Hate to Meet at Concerts

By SAVANNAH RHEINHART
Editor-in-Chief

 
By KELSEY LEWCZYNSKI
Staff Writer

By ZAC PALMER
Staff Writer

I've been to quite a few concerts in my day, and at nearly 
every single one there are certain types of people I meet that 
I despise. I don't know you and I already hate you. You are 
ruining this for me. Stop it. I paid money to be entertained, not 
distracted by you. Of course these are all subjective, but you 
probably hate these people too.

1. The "drunk before the opening act" fan
I don't understand the appeal of getting wasted or high or 

whatever when you're going to a concert. I'd personally want 
to remember the experience. However, there is always some-
one that has zero control when it comes to imbibing. Yeah, 
you can go get a beer, but if you're getting kicked out before 
the main act takes the stage, you're doing it wrong. And also 
I'm always right next to this guy, him stumbling around and 
harassing everyone. Ugh.

2. The robot/the way-too-into-it fan
Now there is a dualism with some concert goers. You are 

either way to into the music or you are just an emotionless 
blob, not affected whatsoever by what's going on in front of 
you. Meh, so what if the lead singer is crowdsurfing? Come 
on man, try to live a little, you're at a concert. It's way too 
much fun for you to be sitting down and trying to act cool. 
Conversely, you could be jumping all around, trying to start 
a moshpit and shouting for the band to do your favorite song. 
Please stop doing that last one. The band has decided their 
setlist way in advance. Your shouting is only pissing people 
off. And they can't hear you for the most part. I guess I'd rather 

have someone I know is enjoying themselves and is getting 
their money's worth, but there is a limit you can hit... then 
after that you're just obnoxious.

3. The tall person in the front
Okay, I'm not the tallest girl in the world, but I'm taller than 

most. So when I see someone who is five-foot nothing in GA 
trying to see, I let her pass. After all, I can still see everything 
because I'm taller than her. The band is visible, so I'm good. 
It's just courteous. Maybe it's just me, but if you're over six 
feet tall, there is absolutely no reason that you have to be hug-
ging the guard rail all the way in front. Yeah, everyone wants 
to be as close to the act as possible, but keep in mind that it's 
very difficult to see around your big fat head, you stupid tall 
person.

4. The one who won't put down their phone
I hate to break this to the people who want to tape the show 

going on in front of them, but there is no way that you are 
going to look at the video you shot. The quality is awful, the 
sound is awful, the angles are awful. It's all awful. So why do 
it? I don't want to stare at hundreds of lighted screens when 
I'm trying to focus on the show. Never take video. You are 
allowed seven photos because, hey, maybe you want to show 
someone you were there. But there are only so many photos 
you can take that will end up good anyway. Just think: you're 
focusing on your photo, checking it after you took it. You paid 
so much money for a ticket, so shouldn't you be watching the 
show? I don't want to sound like a Boomer, but live in the mo-

ment! You'll enjoy yourself more. If you're too busy looking at 
your phone, you might miss the lead singer run right by you.

5. The "I know only one song" concert goer
I can see this one being a bit contentious. Far be it from 

me to judge your caliber as a fan, but man, you should really 
know more than the one or two songs that made the band pop-
ular. Don't get me wrong, that's usually one of their best ones, 
but if you're waiting through the whole show when the song is 
inevitably played at the end, you're going to be bored. You're 
not getting the best bang for your buck. Just go to Spotify in 
the days leading up to the show, listen to one or two albums, 
and get a feel for the music. Trust me, when you listen to the 
songs on the set list after the fact, you're going to be really 
pissed that you went to the bathroom during what would be-
come one of your favorite songs ever. The more you know of 
a band's discography, the more you'll appreciate the concert. I 
mean, I'm sure you could enjoy a concert just as much (I know 
I have in the past), but trust me when I say you'll enjoy it more 
when you know more than two songs. Besides that, it's annoy-
ing for me - the person that does know all the songs - to hear 
you in front of me (YOU GOT BETTER SEATS THAN ME 
HOW HOW HOW) say something along the lines of, "when 
are they going to play [insert song here]? I'm bored."

We've all been one of these people at some point in our 
lives. I've never had a concert ruined by any of them, but man, 
it could have been a lot better without them. 

When I Google ‘NFL’, these are the head-
lines that I see, “NFL players out amid claims 
of violence”, “Arizona Cardinal posts bond 
after arrest on domestic violence allega-
tions”, and “Ray Rice: A Focus on Violence 
Against Women”. I don’t see anything about 
last week’s action, nor do I find any previews 
for this Sunday’s slate of big games. Isn’t the 
NFL supposed to be about football.

On Feb. 15 of this year, Ray Rice punched 
and knocked out his then fiancé, Janay Palm-
er. Not long after, TMZ released a video of 
Rice dragging her carelessly out of the eleva-
tor.

Rice was indicted for the domestic vio-
lence charge of aggravated assault and Roger 
Goodell (Commissioner of the NFL) issued 
him a two-game suspension. This was the 
NFL’s first mistake.

There was a great public disapproval for 
the weakness of the penalty. Nobody thought 
the NFL took domestic violence seriously, 
and the video that came out on Sept. 8 rein-
forced that theory.

In this video it shows Ray Rice landing 
the punch that knocked out Janay Palmer. 
The severity of the action is terrible. Palmer 

was thrown across the elevator, hitting her 
head on a railing and lay still on the ground. 
She woke up a minute later, the severity of 
the punch Rice threw could very well have 
killed her.

With the release of this video Goodell 
now suspended Rice indefinitely and the 
Baltimore Ravens terminated his contract. 
Only problem being, the NFL knew what 
happened in that elevator months before that 

video came out. All the facts were there, but 
no public pressure existed until this video 
came out.

 The biggest controversy though, was un-
veiled a short time ago. Roger Goodell had 

told the press that the NFL hadn’t seen the 
second video until everyone else had and that 
they tried to get access to it, but were denied. 
Sources inside the commissioner’s show that 
the second video was received April 9 of this 

year, contradicting what Goodell said.
 If this allegation is true, than in my opin-

ion, Goodell and other involved NFL execu-
tives should resign or be fired. It is unaccept-
able for something of this magnitude to slide 
right by the NFL, and then doubly worse, lie 
about it to the public.

Greg Hardy, who plays for the Carolina 
Panthers was involved in a similar transgres-
sion, but still no punishment from the NFL. 
The difference in his case though, is there 
was no video of him assaulting his then girl-
friend.

Another player, Jonathan Dwyer who 
plays for the Arizona Cardinals, was just ar-
rested for domestic violence against his girl-
friend and 18 month old child.

When those are the biggest stories of the 
week, you know there’s a problem with the 
NFL. I’m a huge football fan, but frankly I’m 
disgusted by what these individuals who play 
football do off the field. The NFL should be 
an organization that provides a positive in-
fluence on the community. The image they’re 
projecting right now is one of thugs and liars. 
That needs to change. 

What Happened to the NFL?

Photo courtesy of queenbeetickets.com

Photo courtesy of reuters.com
NFL Commissioner Goodell gives a news conference on the domestic abuse cases. 

To Be or Not To Be...
Politically Correct

In a recent conversation with a close friend, the topic of 
being “politically correct” came up and really made me think 
about how it affects society. Why do we find the need to be po-
litically correct? Where is the line drawn from being offensive 
or just our own preferences? 

Most people who know me know that I’m not always the 
most polite person in the world and would be lying if I said I 
haven’t tossed in a few inappropriate jokes into conversation 
that just got blank stares, especially when talking about Re-
publicans. But, there is a time, a place, and a crowd for such 
comments. That being said, is it expected that I carefully think 
about every word that comes out of my mouth around a group 
of friends, peers, or colleagues? 

It’s one thing to understand that things like racial slurs are 
not appropriate in any setting. But when it comes to things like 
terminology, how do we know what is okay and what isn’t? 
I think each person has different preferences, so it can be a 
struggle to determine what those preferences are. An example 
that comes to mind is using pronouns when talking to an in-
dividual who is transgender. While I actively make the effort 
to use appropriate pronouns, there are often times where I am 

unsure if it’s appropriate, what the correct ones are, and even 
if it is something they would like me to do. Usually, I feel like 
these situations differ from person to person and there’s no 
way to know offhand. 

I know what I find to be appropriate for myself and my life, 
but I can guarantee that it is very different than many other 
people. Getting upset when someone uses improper terminol-
ogy, to me, is worthless and I am happy to correct or inform 
them of my personal feelings. But again, I can never be sure 
if others feel the same way. Is it fair to ask another person to 
question their feelings and beliefs in conversation because they 
are concerned about being offensive? That seems like a lot of 
work and time wasted that could be otherwise used for mean-
ingful discussion. I mean, if someone says that my Facebook 
photo looks like Gary Busey’s most recent headshot, I have 
to say that I would be offended. But who am I to say that this 
person doesn’t find Mr. Busey to be the epitome of class and 
elegance? It’s important to understand that every single person 
you interact with has had vastly different experiences and thus, 
different feelings and expectations from personal interactions.

While I think it’s absurd to expect everyone to bite their 

tongue when having a casual conversation, there is also a rea-
sonable expectation to respect others and even change certain 
behavior when necessary. As for myself, I often used the “R” 
word in conversation. As I am gaining more experiences in 
my life and learning more about others, I am making an active 
effort to change my behavior in this regard. I now have the 
personal belief that it is an offensive term and have removed 
it from my vocabulary. That’s not to say that I expect every 
single person I interact with to do the same. But I have no issue 
with voicing my opinion on the matter and ask them to refrain 
from using it in front of me. By casually and calmly address-
ing it, I think it leaves room for the possibility of change and 
education. 

If it comes down to it, just ask. I think most people would 
prefer to be asked their preferences and opinions when it 
comes to being “politically correct” than assuming and being 
offensive or being overly cautious when it isn’t necessary. And 
if all else fails, think about if Rush Limbaugh would say it. If 
he would, it’s probably best to avoid it like the plague. Or like 
you would avoid Rush Limbaugh.
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New York Fashion week 
has once again come to an 
end. And what comes af-
ter fashion week? More 
preparation for the next one.
 Fast fashion: the rea-
son there are so many fash-
ion weeks. All the looks that 
the designers present as the 
beauty of their day, by next 
season, the times change and 
the styles and tastes change, 
it won’t be fashionable any-
more. But if a designer keeps 
clean and has the same exact 
style and taste and doesn’t 
change anything for ten 
years, they’ll still be in style.
 The sparkling run-
way seems like a far off 
fantasy, but the clothing and 
trends sold in our malls will 

be influenced by the show. 
Even so, it is a far stretch 
from what is seen at the ac-
tual shows. The trends are 
headless, and some of them 
are: denim, hippies, sheer, 
blah blah blah; you’ll see it on 
Twitter or Instagram anyway.
 Fashion week is only 
important to designers, pho-
tographers, magazine and 
blog staff, and people who 
want to feel like they’re apart 
of something that’s hip-and-
with-it. Needless to say, it’s 
a far cry from the fashion 
found in our clothing stores.
 With internet and so-
cial networking, there is no 
real need for fashion week 
anymore, but it is too enter-
taining and customary to do 
away with; it remains the 

axis of many fashion people’s 
lives, both financially and 
socially, and anyway, there 
is an exciting air about it.

     It’s gotten to be more about 
the after party than the show. 
But it’s hard to get into the 
roped-off VIP section, unless 
you’ve got a friend to scoop 
you past the security guard.
 Hood By Air, this 
season, has really made a chic 
freaky star of itself. Rising 
in popularity among the NY 
City boys, the actual black 
and white and expensive 
sweatshirts worn bear only a 
touch of the chintzy, distopi-
an bizarreness of the models 
in their show. By chic freaki-
ness, I mean the Great Dane.
 Statement.. Perfor-

mance….A look worth look-
ing at: Marc Jacobs models 
wear no makeup, and bobs!
 What keeps the 
shows in such high es-
teems is the magical mys-
tique behind it, which can 
be attributed to, though now 
far from, the swank glam-
our that graced fashion 
weeks of the 60s,70s,80s.
 Plastic idols are 
everywhere. That hasn’t 
changed. And you are apart 
of something now; just a 
little bit closer to fashion 
icons like Diana Vreeland, 
Richard Avedon, Gia, Twig-
gy, Chanel, and even Andy 
Warhol and his Superstars. 
Fashion week is glamorous, 
and then it is other things.

FALLING

By Savona Safaoui
Guest Writer

Falling Into Place

 Have you noticed 
the change? It’s subtle, but 
definitely there. The weather 
is steadily becoming cooler 
and there’s a slight crisp 
freshness in the 
air. Autumn is 
on the doorstep.
 I woke 
up Thursday 
morning and I 
could have sworn 
it was a Monday. 
The last place I 
wanted to be was 
stuck behind a 
computer in an 
office, manag-
ing accounts and 
filing papers. 
Coming to the 
conclusion that a 
coffee break was 
the best way to 
start the day, I 
headed down the 
hall towards the 
coffee machine, that’s when 
I saw it. Sitting beside the 
Mr. Coffee was a beautiful 
brown bag filled to the brim 
with golden apples. Some-
one had gone to a cider mill.
 Those new to Michi-
gan may not realize that we 

are crazy when it comes 
to our doughnuts and ci-
der. We’re fanatics, really.
 According to Michi-
gan.org, a site dedicated to at-

tracting tourism within the 
state, there are more than two 
hundred cider mills in Mich.
 I lived in Nebraska 
for three years and I can tell 
you for a fact that autumn 
was the longest season for 
me. That state is so cider-

mill deprived, it’s pathetic. 
The closest thing they have 
is a sad, small, wanna-be 
pumpkin patch and that’s 
it. This distressing pre-

dicament only gets worse 
the farther west you go.
 You would think that 
at least Wash. state, being the 
biggest producer of apples in 
the country, would at least 
understand and appreciate a 

cider mill, but no. They’ve 
never heard of it. Who knew 
that we held a Midwestern 
oddity hidden among the 
trees of our humble, yet ex-

tensive, apple 
orchards? It’s 
obviously not 
autumn to a 
Michigander, 
if you can’t 
walk around a 
pumpkin patch 
with a cinna-
mon doughnut 
and a mug of 
hot apple cider 
in the other.
 I don’t know 
how that 
makes you 
feel, but I feel 
pretty good. 
Michigan has, 
once again, 
s u c c e e d e d 
in stand-
ing out a lit-

tle. Here’s to a long and 
colorful autumn, friends.

Change in the Air

 FROM

THE
RUNWAYS

By Monica Sabella
Arts and Entertainment Editor

“The falling leaves drift by the win-
dow

The autumn leaves of red and gold I 
see your lips,

the summer kisses The sun-burned 
hands I used to hold

Since you went away the days grow 
long

And soon I’ll hear old winter’s song

But I miss you most of all my darling

When autumn leaves start to fall”

 -Lyrics taken from song 
 written by Johnny Mercer   
     (1947)

Autumn Leaves

Photo Courtesy of freshnessmag.com

Photo Courtesy of fashionweekdaily.

Photo Courtesy of Pinterest and Via Christine Kysely

G-Eazy’s New Release:
 These Things Happen

 This season’s most 
talked about hip-hop art-
ist is the California na-
tive newcomer, Gerald 
Gillum, better known by 
his stage name G-Eazy.  
 Although, he has 
been putting out mixtapes for 
the past few years, he has just 
gained national recognition.
 In his recently re-
leased album titled These 
Things Happen G-Eazy 
hands over his personal ren-
dition of trying to make it in 
the music industry, and his 
racy run-in’s with “Tumblr 
Girls”. Featured on his album 
are other on-the-rise artists, 
including the American Idol 
contestant, Devon Baldwin.
 Baldwin is featured 
on Gillum’s single “Let’s 
Get Lost”, which talks about 
a night of fun with the pretty-
boy Gerald himself.  His other 
singles off the album include 
“I Mean It”, and “Been On”, 
which are his more or less 
loveless claims to success.
 Twenty-five-year-
old Gillum has already re-
ceived the NAACP, “Best 
Campus Music Woodie 
Award”, making him one of 
the most played artists on 
campus across the country.
 Out on the road he 
has toured and opened for 

big names, like Drake, Lil 
Wayne, and Snoop Dogg.
 This fall Gillum is 
going on his own tour across 
the U.S. called: From the Bay 
to the Universe; tickets were 
on sale as of Friday, Sept. 19, 
2014. If anyone from campus 
is interested in getting lost 
with G-Eazy, you can catch 
him at the Majestic Theatre 
in Downtown Detroit on 
Thurs., November 13, 2014.
 The concert line-
up includes rappers E-40, 
IAMSU!, and Jay Ant who 
are fellow California Bay-
Area natives and label mates.
 Overall, G- Eazy’s 
new album has received high 
reviews from most music 
critics, and over 3,000 fans 
on ITunes already. His recent 
success has made him the 
“Next Up” artist, and has also 
moved him up to the top of the 
playlist in the hip-hop genre.
 Throughout most of 
Gillum’s album, he gives off 
a Drake versus Mike Pos-
ner sound that our campus 
hip-hip fans cling to, and are 
most comfortable with.  His 
bad boy persona and honest 
lyrics bring his current fans 
closer and innocent bystand-
ers into his unruly reach. 

Photo courtesy of Itseargasmic.
By Desiree Hoy
Guest Writer
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      Last week, Activision 
announced that “Destiny” 
sold more than $325 mil-
lion worldwide in the first 
five days, since it’s release 
to become the best-selling 
launch of a new IP ever. 
Additionally, it was discov-
ered that Bungie could miss 
out on a $2.5 million bonus 
due to an insufficiently high 
enough Gamerankings score.
 As Anthony Taormi-
na points out for Game 
Rant, multiple court docu-
ments regarding Activision’s 
business ventures were un-
earthed during it’s now-
infamous legal battle with 
“Call of Duty” creators Vince 
Zampella and Jason West.
 Among them was 
Activision’s contract with 
Bungie for “Destiny”, which 
included a stipulation that 
would see Activision pay 
a $2.5 million bonus to the 
developer should “Destiny” 
score a 90 or higher on review 
aggregator Gamerankings.
 While not unheard 
of to the gaming commu-
nity, Bungie’s “failure” has 
brought back to light one of 
the more seedy practices of 
the industry, as well as the 
problem with its percep-
tion of the score system.
 Currently resting at a 
77 on GameRankings from 46 
reviews for PS4 (77 on Meta-
critic from 75 reviews), fans 
and critics find themselves in 
relative agreement that Bun-
gie’s latest hasn’t fully lived 
up to its rather astronomi-

cal expectations. Lackluster 
storytelling, repetitive mis-
sions, and a general lack of 
content have all been levied 
against the game even by 
the most positive of reviews.
 Yet most still agree 
that “Destiny” is built on a 
strong foundation with sev-
eral trademarks of the famed 
developer. It’s also clear that 
“Destiny” is being treated as 

a mar-
a t h o n 
rather than a sprint; Bungie 
previously promised it would 
continue supporting “Des-
tiny” with fresh content post-
launch (two expansions have 
been announced, with the first 
debuting this December), and 
since release have announced 
that they’ve “more than dou-
bled” the frequency of public 
events and are planning to in-
corporate requested features.
 But despite its com-
mitment to player feedback 

and Destiny’s growing com-
munity, Bungie could miss 
out on a significant bonus be-
cause of a number. To quote 
a certain, sociopathic clown, 
“It’s not about the money; it’s 
about sending a message.”

        While the logic behind 
this continued practice can 
be seen as a means to judge 
a game’s quality and sum-

marily “encourage” 
continued good 
work from a devel-
oper, the argument 
loses traction as 
scores aren’t nec-
essarily indicative 
of a game’s qual-
ity, but rather the 
critic’s opinion.
 The most re-
nowned example is 
2010 release “Fall-
out: New Vegas”. 
Developed by Ob-
sidian Entertain-
ment as a follow-up 
to 2008’s univer-

sally acclaimed “Fallout 
3”, New Vegas released 

to mostly solid-to-excellent 
reviews and currently sits 
at an 84 on Metacritic for 
Xbox 360 (82 on PS3, 84 
on PC). Yet Obsidian was 
denied a bonus from “Fall-
out” publisher Bethesda 
because the game failed to 
reach a score of 85 or higher.
 While many praised 
its locale and improved me-
chanics, most critics and 
fans were turned off by the 
near inexcusable number 

of bugs and game breaking 
glitches that plagued New 
Vegas. While few were able 
to overlook the problems, 
some were not so lenient with 
their critiques, while others 
considered it a broken mess.
 Fans aren’t entire-
ly innocent when it comes 
to review scores, either. 
Some view scores as an ab-
stract, and usually refer to it 
to gauge their thoughts on 
whether or not to purchase 
a game. But to most, the 
score is seen as a condemn-
ing finality; oftentimes, read-
ers will simply skip over 
critic’s reviews straight to 
the end, and immediately 
lambast the review should 
they disagree with the score.
 The argument isn’t 
based on the content of the 
review, but on a number 
that can’t articulate how 
the critic views the game. 
And while there are sev-
eral sites and publications 
that don’t use a score sys-
tem, they often face ridicule 
from readers who demand 
that a score must be includ-
ed because…just because.
 At the end of the day, 
a score is a good numerical 
value by which a player can 
judge a game, but it’s not a 
complete representation of 
the critic’s opinion. A score 
is a tool meant to aid critics 
and fans, not to serve as the 
sole point of contention in an 
argument or the basis for a 
developer’s financial reward.

By Aaron Ynclan
Staff Writer

This Week in Gaming:
 Two Bits: Review Scores

 Thanks to a collab-
orative effort from the Lan-
guage, Culture and Com-
munication department, and 
Professor Susan Bergeron’s 
LGBQ study course, our 
campus was able to host 
author Marci Blackman as 
she gave a reading from her 
novel, Tradition, as well 
as a novel she is still cur-
rently working on, Elephant. 
 Blackman has writ-
ten short stories and poems 
that have been published in 
anthologies, such as Black 
Like Us and Beyond Defini-
tion: New Writing from Gay 
and Lesbian San Francisco. 
She’s received the Stone-
wall Award for Best Fic-
tion, Firecracker Alternative 
Book Award, and numer-
ous other writing awards.
 Along with the sto-
ries, Blackman kept the au-
dience intrigued with an en-
gaging reading of excerpts 
from her novels. She spoke 
with the accents of her char-
acters, sang some of Dolly 
Parton’s “Jolene”, then in 
lowered tones during parts 
speaking of the harsh re-
alities the characters face.
 The characters 

in Blackman’s novels are 
unique, descriptive and ex-
tremely interesting. Just the 
names in themselves, such 
as “Random,” the schizo-
phrenic character in the 
novel Elephant, reveal this. 
 Blackman has an 
adventurous life and spirit 
that she can draw from. 
She once spent six weeks 
in a van with 11 queer 
writers on a cross country 
spoken word tour, and 12 
weeks bicycling alone from 
San Francisco to the outer 
banks of North Carolina.
 When asked what 
inspires her work, she stated 
many come from experi-
ences in her life. Experienc-
es where she has felt she’s 
“been othered…in every 
room I enter or venue. And 
those of us who feel oth-
ered are often overlooked. 
And for me those are the 
stories that I really want 
to know about and what 
the world needs to know.”
 Copies of her nov-
el Tradition were sold af-
ter the presentation, along 
with the opportunity to get 
a copy signed by Blackman.

A Reading by Marci Blackman
By Nicky Porada
Guest Writer

 Gather ‘round, kid-
dies, I’ve got a story for you. 
Once upon a time, the Black 
Keys came to the Joe Louis 
Arena in 2012 in support of 
their then-new release El 
Camino. The Arctic Monkeys 
were the openers. I did not 
know I liked them until about 
two weeks after they left. Of 
course this hurt. This hurt a lot.
 So I resolved to see 
both acts whenever they 
came back. I saw the Arc-
tic Monkeys in 2014 (who I 
highly recommend seeing be-
cause, man, did that show se-
riously kick ass) and last Fri-
day I saw the Black Keys and 
officially corrected my error.
 What a great show.
 The opening act was 

Cage the Elephant, and I only 
knew about two songs from 
them, but they put on a fine set 
- not too long, not too short.
 Then came the Black 
Keys. I rushed from the bath-
room just quick enough to 
catch the beginning of “Dead 
and Gone”, a song from El 
Camino. It was done perfect-
ly. If you don’t already know, 
the Black Keys are a two-
man group, so they have a 
very minimal show compared 
to other bands. Dan Auerbach 
and Patrick Carney are both 
solid musicians, only helped 
by two extra musicians to 
add layers to the sound.
 songs like “Run 
Right Back” and “Bullet in 
the Brain” were done so well 
live, they were better than the 

album version. That’s a high 
compliment. And you better 
believe that the entire arena 
was singing “Lonely Boy” so 
loud that the audience became 
one. It’s a kind of energy that 
you rarely find outside of live 
music, and one of my per-
sonal favorite experiences.
 The Joe isn’t my 
favorite venue, even if the 
acoustics are nice. It isn’t fun 
to navigate and it’s hard to 
have a really good seat un-
less you’re in GA, an area 
I’m only in when it’s a band 
I really like (Arctic Mon-
keys, for example) or there 
just aren’t any seats (St. 
Andrew’s). Nevertheless, I 
didn’t think about my seats, 
as admittedly nice as they 
were, but just the music and 

sparse visuals used on stage.
 Note: a fond recol-
lection I have was during the 
encore break when all the 
lights went out and the audi-
ence was roaring for more. 
A lot of people must have 
had smart phones with LED 
lights because there were 
so many on, that the arena 
looked like a starry night sky. 
The stage was actually lit to 
the point where if the actual 
lights stopped functioning, 
the band could get along fine.
 Every song was on 
point, the set never dragged, 
there were no slow mo-
ments, the audience was into 
it and perhaps the greatest 
compliment you can pay to 
a show: I wanted more. By 
God, I wanted that night to 

go on a lot longer than it did.
 The last concert I 
went to was Young the Giant 
at the Fillmore. Sometimes, 
when there is a large gap in 
between concerts, you for-
get how much you like be-
ing there. The excitement 
in the air, the anticipation 
of the main act, the becom-
ing a fan of the opening act, 
the shouts during the break 
before the encore, the sore 
throat from singing along, the 
temporary hearing loss after-
wards... makes me feel alive.
 The Black Keys did a 
rock show right. It was loud, 
it was fast-paced, it was fun, 
it was high-energy and it 
was above all good. A lot of 
my friends go to pop shows. 
Not a knock on them because 

it takes a lot of effort to put 
something of that caliber to-
gether night after night, but 
sometimes the production 
values swallow up the act. 
With all the lights and back-up 
dancers and costume changes 
and antics, you’re kind of dis-
tracted from the music itself.
 With the Black Keys, 
in its core, it’s just two guys 
playing garage rock, and hav-
ing a blast while doing it. And 
in the end, that’s the meat and 
potatoes rock and roll that 
I’ve always liked. Thanks, 
Keys, it was a hell of a way to 
spend a Friday night. I didn’t 
even care that I was dead tired 
for SOLID the next morning.

The Black Keys: Keeping Arena Rock Alive
by Kelsey Lewczynski
Guest Writer

Photo Couresy of .imdb.com

SEASONAL DRINK SPECIALS
 Starbucks   

Oprah Chai Tea Latte
Pumpkin Spice Latte
Salted Caramel Mocha

McDonald’s 
Pumpkin Spice Latte
Pralines and Cream Mc-
Flurrie

Dunkin’
Donuts

Pumpkin Crème Brulee
Pumpkin White Chocolate 
Mocha
Pumpkin Spice and Cinna-
mon Latte

Teavana      
S’more Oolong
Spiced Apple Cider
Pumpkin Spice Brulee
Carmel Chai
Chocolate Chai

Pete’s Coffee
Pumpkin Latte
Pumpkin Fredda (frappu-
chino)      
Vanilla Chai
Dirty Chai *  
*(Chai tea with a shot of 
espresso) 

Photo courtesey of Becca Gallagher/MJ
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Student at Writing Awards Ceremony receives multiple rewards

 Nicole Jankowski poses with one of her three rewards 
from the Writers Award Ceremony 

Craig Henderson/MJ

By Craig Henderson
Student Life Editor

On Thursday, Sept. 18, the 
Writing Awards Committee 
hosted a ceremony to award 
writers on their pieces in var-
ious topics, such as Poetry, 
Creative Non-Fiction, Sci-
ence/Tech, Honors, Writing 
in the public sphere, first-year 
writing, Research Writing, 
Fiction and Writing Through 
Image and Sound.

 Out of over the two doz-
en students who either had 

an honorable mention or re-
ceived awards for their writ-
ing, there was one student 
by the name of a Nicole 
Jankowski; who won three 
awards that night.

 Jankowski won first place 
in Writing in the Public 
Sphere with her piece: “How 
I Cured the Autism ‘Problem’ 
in Our House”; second place 
in Fiction with “The Soft spi-
ral of the Afternoon”; and in 
third place in Creative Non-
Fiction, with “What Must Be 
Said”.

 “It was really exciting for 
me to win three awards in 
the same ceremony. This is 
a great way to begin my se-
nior year at the University of 
Michigan – Dearborn. This 
will also be my last year as 
well and it’s a great way to 
end my college career,” she 
said.

 Other than writing to win 
these rewards, Jankowski 
says she has her own blog 
at momof4istired.com and 
scarymommy.com as well. 
Moreover, the three-time 

writing award winner also 
has a blog in which she re-
flects on her experiences and 
says, “They have influenced 
my writing.”

 Jankowski also gives a 
piece of advice for those 
who want to write but do not 
have the time for it, she says, 
“I take my notebook with 
me and write down the little 
thoughts I have and sudden-
ly they will come together. I 
think inspirations can strike 
you at strange times you just 
have to be ready for it.”

 “What Must Be Said” and 
“How I Cured the Autism 
‘Problem’ in Our House” are 
both based on experiences 
within her life, she said.

 Jankowski says she won 
around $700 for her writing 
pieces.

 For those who have an in-
terest in creative writing, she 
says a lot of practice goes a 
long way especially with the 
professors. 

“I have had great profes-
sors here at UM – Dearborn, 
who I have done independent 

studies with as well,” she 
said.

 For questions about the 
Writing Awards Ceremony, 
students can email the chair 
of the writing committee, 
Philip Potvin, at ppotvin@
umich.edu. 

Fagbug: A queer student’s experience
By Rebecca Gallagher
Photo Editor

As a young queer women, 
fresh out of twelve years of 
catholic school, I was pretty 
lost in terms of how carry out 
my “new identity”. As any in-
telligent, over thinker would 
do…I started to do some re-
search. I looked up YouTube 
videos on “how to dress like a 
lesbian”, found plenty of lists 
of must see lesbian movies, 
books and TV shows. I even 
created a playlist titled “lesbi-
an music”. At that point in my 
life I was gravitating towards 
anything gay. While sitting 
in my apartment one evening 
listening to Ani DiFranco and 
drooling over Kate Moennig I 
came across a documentary ti-
tled “Fagbug”. I was intrigued 
to say the least. Little did I 
know just how powerful this 
film was and all the lessons I 
would take from it would be. 

 The film is a story of Erin 
Davies, a victim of a hate 
crime which involved the 
spray painting of the words 
“fag “ and “U R gay” on her 
VW Bug. Davies was shocked, 
“Until this experience, I’ve 

never been called a fag” 
stated Erin at her discussion 
last Monday. After the initial 
shock settled and a couple of 
days passed Erin “had this re-
ally strong gut feeling…telling 
me to drive the car, so I hopped 
in and drove”. Erin hasn’t 
stopped since. It’s been seven 
years since her car was vandal-
ized and Erin and her “Fabug” 
have traveled to all fifty states. 
Throughout her journey she 
has met thousands of people 
and has successfully brought 
attention to homophobia and 
violence towards the gay com-
munity. Her film is so personal 
that it is almost like watching 
home videos of a good friend. 

The film documents many 
powerful interviews and we 
watch Erin’s fifty-eight day 
journey across the country 
unfold. “These things (hate 
crimes) aren’t documented…
that’s what makes this story 
so compelling, you get to ex-
perience this from beginning 
to end” says Davies. During 
her discussion last Monday, 
Davies talked about the idea 
of something so negative can 
end up being something ex-
tremely powerful. Being that 

Erin has become and inspira-
tion, voice, and hero for some, 
all from getting her car vandal-
ized, I believe that idea to be 
true. Erin uses the Fag Bug for 
everyday use and hopes to one 
day retire her car and create a 
“wall of one thousand notes” to 
commemorate her journey and 
document all of the notes she 
has received over the years. 
Davies wrapped up her discus-
sion with a reading of her love 
letter to her vandal titled “Dear 
Vandal”. In the letter she states 
just exactly she would say to 
the person who vandalized her 
car. She states that she would 
thank them for giving her the 
experience of traveling across 
country, making a movie, and 
meeting thousands of people. 

Davies has produced a se-
quel to her film which is titled 
“Fagbug Nation” in which she 
interviews more young people 
and residents of the two re-
maining states she hasn’t vis-
ited, Alaska and Hawaii’. Erin 
plans to return to the Univer-
sity of Michigan-Dearborn 
in April, and there will be a 
screening of “Fagbug Nation”. 

Rebecca Gallagher/MJErin Davies gives a talk for her experiences  with the fagbug

Do you want to be part of student life on campus? 

Do you want experience in journalism? Student Life is looking for active 
writers!

 umd.mj.studentlife@gmail.com
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Greek Life continues to recruit more students for the fall semester

Craig Henderson
Student Life Editor

On Sept. 16, members 
from fraternities, such as Phi 
Sigma Phi and Tau Kappa Ep-
silon set up at the University 
Center stage for Go Greek! 
Day.

 The first sorority on UM-
Dearborn campus, Alpha 
Kappa Alpha Sorority, was 
incorporated in 1984.  It was 
an opportunity to develop a 
new student organization that 
was about coming together 

and building a smaller com-
munity within the campus 
community, according to 
Kristin McDonough.

 McDonough is the coor-
dinator for Greek Life in the 
office of Student Engagement 
and she says that because of 
what students see about fra-
ternities and sororities on 
media, and in movies, it can 
set a bad impression for the 
idea of a fraternity or sorority. 
However, she said, “On our 
campus, we are very excited 
to say we are committed to no 

hazing whatsoever.”
 She also shared that the 

goal is to provide students 
with an experience that helps 
improve the collegiate expe-
rience and prepare students 
for success in the future.

 The mission of Go Greek! 
Day is to influence students 
to become active with the fra-
ternities and sororities and to 
also take hold of the benefits 
and opportunities in which 
joining Greek life can give.

 Many students, such as 
Devin Robinson and Zach 

Kerstein, who both belong to 
a fraternity, share the same 
reasons as to why a student 
should join the Greek life. 

 Robinson from Phi Sigma 
Phi said, “Students should 
join a fraternity or sorority 
because of the networking 
and the social aspect.” Rob-
inson also thinks that joining 
a Greek club can lead to suc-
cess in academics and also 
careers. He continued with, 
“Many of fraternities and so-
rorities do a lot philanthropy 
work and with networking, 

it can lead to internships 
which can lead to a stable 
job.”

 For his first year at the 
University of Michigan – 
Dearborn, Robinson’s routine 
was going to class and then 
going home, similar to the as-
pects of high school. He said 
when he joined a fraternity, 
“It was one of the best deci-
sions of my life.”

 Kerstein from Tau Kappa 
Epsilon says students are 
hesitant to join a Greek orga-
nization because of the movie 

stereotypes and the way they 
portray fraternities and so-
rorities. “I always tell people 
that those actions displayed 
in movies are not true. Of 
course, the Greek community 
likes to have fun, however we 
are also beneficial to the com-
munity.”

For more information or 
questions about Greek life on 
campus, students can contact 
Kristin McDonough in the 
Office of Student Engage-
ment at 313-593-5390 or over 
email kjmcdono@umich.edu. 

Photo Courtesy  of umdearborn.edu

Amnesty International 
Illuminate the Path for Change

BY SAVANNAH RHEINHART
Editor-in-Chief

Last Tuesday, Amnesty International at The 
University of Michigan-Dearborn hosted an 
event in Kochoff Hall to raise awareness for 
different issues throughout the world. 

There were different stations set up that 
described an issue and had a petition to sign 
to bring assistance to those who need it. The 
stations included maternal mortality, torture, 
right to an education, freedom of expression, 
and the diamond industry.  Each area had in-
formational posters, creative examples, and a 
symbolic bead to add to a key chain or brace-

let to show support.
The purpose of this event was to not only 

educate students on current issues in the 
world, but to get others involved to be part 
of the change. Along with the petitions, there 
were social media campaigns and videos. 

Each member running a station created 
their own representation of an issue. The 
“right to an education” display showed the 
differences in education in the United States 
and then in Third World countries. The visual 
illustration gave a better understanding of the 
failing education systems in other countries, 
as well as allowing students to appreciate their 
current opportunities. In lieu of a bead, there 

was a puzzle piece to add to 
a keychain or bracelet. The 
“freedom of expression” 
bead was colorful and cre-
ative on one side and black 
on the other to symbolize the 
differences that Americans 
experience in comparison to 
other nations. 

Amnesty International 
meets weekly. For more in-
formation about membership 
or events, contact President 
Afifah Latif and Marketing 
Director Sarah Bellaire. 

Friday, September 26
Extending the Welcoming Hand: Organizing to 
Support Children Fleeing Central America
12:15-1PM FCN Quad E
Latin Dance Party 
6-9 PM Kochoff C

Monday, September 29 
Film Screening of  “Los Graduados,” 
4-6 pm Kochoff Hall

Tuesday, September 23
Impress(ed)
9-5PM daily Library
VALENTINE ROAD screening
4PM 1015 CASL
Latin@ Americans in Higher Education
12-2PM Kochoff Hall C

Thursday, September 25
Zumba
6-7:30PM Kochoff Hall B
Pretty Smooth Icebreaker
9PM-1AM Fieldhouse

Campus Event Calendar
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Ricky’s College 
Football Picks Week 5
AP Top 25 and Big Ten

#1 Florida State @ NC State Florida State

Louisiana Tech @ #5 Auburn Auburn

Arkansas @ #6 Texas A&M Texas A&M

#7 Baylor @ Iowa State Baylor

#8 Notre Dame @ Syracuse Notre Dame

Wyoming @ #9 Michigan State Michigan State

Memphis @ #10 Ole Miss Ole Miss

Tennessee @ #12 Georgia Georgia

Missouri @ #13 South Carolina South Carolina

#16 Standford @ Washington Standford

New Mexico St @ #17 LSU LSU

Oregon State @ #18 USC USC

South Florida @ #19 Wisconsin Wisconsin

Illinois @ #21 Nebraska Nebraska

Cincinnati @ #22 Ohio State Ohio State

UTEP @ #25 Kansas State Kansas State

Tulane @ Rutgers Rutgers

Iowa @ Purdue Iowa

Northwestern @ Penn State Penn State

Maryland @ Indiana Maryland

Minnesota @ Michigan Michigan

Overall: 36-11

Photo courtesy of Ferrell Mayes
Molly Hilsabeck awaits a play during a UM-Dearborn volleyball game. The Wolverines are inching closer to earning their first win of the year.

Men’s soccer freshmen Hall, Hodnicki 
net first career goals pair of losses

The University of Michigan-Dearborn men’s soccer team lost a pair 
of games during last week. The Wolverines (0-5) lost to Spring Arbor 
University, 4-1, on Sept. 17, before falling to Rochester College, 4-2, on 
Sept. 19.

Spring Arbor used an early goal to help build momentum throughout 
the game. The Cougars’ Anthony Juncaj found the back of the net in the 
third minute. They would score one more goal in the first half and follow 
that up with two goals in the second. 

“It wasn’t as bad as the score indicates,” UM-Dearborn Head Coach,  
Matt Quirk said. “Once you give up two goals, it’s really hard to come 
back.” 

Shots-on-goal favored Spring Arbor 10-1. The lone shot on goal for 
the Wolverines came off the foot of freshman Brody Hall, who fired it in 
the back of the net in the 72nd minute. 

“Brody did well, (he) played the whole second half,” said Quirk. 
It was Hall’s first collegiate goal and he was definitely excited about it. 
“It was incredible, I was so stunned at scoring, I didn’t think to cel-

ebrate or do anything,” Hall said. “I mean, it’s a dream come true to play 
at this level, and to score a goal is just icing on the cake.”

Andrew Pietrzak and Erick Beas both got time as goalkeeper. Quirk 
wanted to get “last looks” at his two goalies before conference play be-
gins next week.

Nate Szymkowicz was noted with having an excellent game. The se-
nior centre-back has also received praises for his leadership.

“Nate might’ve been our best player on the field,” Quirk said. 

After playing Rochester College just 11 days prior, the Wolverines 
were seeking revenge on the Warriors. They fell short, 4-2, after another 
bad start haunted the Wolverines. Rochester was able to get two goals in 
the first 15 minutes. 

“(We) couldn’t string 90 minutes together,” Quirk said. “(The) middle 
80 minutes, we were good.” 

The offense was sparking for the Wolverines as they were able to get 
a season high nine shots on goal to Rochester’s 11. Freshman Richard 
Hodnicki led the team in shots on goal with four. Just two minutes after 
Rochester took a 2-0 lead, Hodnicki fired a shot into the back of the net to 
narrow the lead down to one. 

Nick Schultz also scored before the first half ended, bringing the game 
to a 2-2 tie. Senior Iris Mesic was credited with the assist on the goal. 

Rochester would go on to score two more goals in the final ten min-
utes to cap off its win.

“We turned off again for the last ten minutes,” Quirk said. 
Andrew Pietrzak played the entire match in net for the Wolverines and 

recorded six saves. 
Hall seen improvements in UM-Dearborn’s effort against Rochester 

the second time around.
“We played a lot better than the first game (against Rochester), espe-

cially with missing some starting players,” said Hall.
Conference play starts Sept. 27, and the Wolverines are looking to get 

fit and healthy for the first game. 
“We have five or six guys injured, so we have some guys doing jobs 

they’re not normally asked to do.” Quirk said.
The Wolverines open conference play on the road against Davenport 

on Sept. 27.

Hockey team unphased by  
opening week power outage

ONE STEP CLOSER

After losses to LTU, Rochester, 
volleyball nearing first win

By VerOnica rates
staff reporter
@Veronicarates

Last week was a strong 
one for the University of 
Michigan-Dearborn vol-
leyball team. Improve-
ments are being revealed 
every single day.

The Wolverines faced 
Lawrence Tech and Roch-
ester College this past 
week. It may have added 
another streak to the loss 

column, but UM-Dearborn 
is not even close to back-
ing down.

UM-Dearborn (0-14) 
took a road trip to Law-
rence Tech on Wednesday 
and lost 3-1. (25-19,25-
21,14-25,25-8).

The second match start-
ed slow, but UM-Dearborn 
went on a huge streak to 
bring the game to a close 
21-20 score. Lawrence 
Tech continued on to win 

that set. It was the 8-0 
start in the third match 
that brought the momen-
tum up in a huge way for 
the Wolverines as they 
took that set. 

Senior Megan Ynclan 
led the offense with 10 
kills and sophomore Na-
tasha Hampton had six 
blocks to carry the de-
fense.

On Friday, UM-Dear-
born continued their trip 

to Rochester College to 
take on the warriors. Head 
Coach, Eric Stark said, 
“Rochester was our best 
performance to date.”

The match was close, 
but Rochester took the 
sets 3-2 (17-25,20-25,25-
14,25-23,15-10).

Stark said it was a num-
ber of things that showed 
such a strong performance. 

“We came out extreme-
ly strong, we stuck to our 

game plan, secured the 
first two sets and that’s 
why we got a 2-0 lead,” 
Stark said. “We were con-
sistent, we had no mental 
lapses and it was just a 
huge, huge improvement 
upon what we have been 
doing.”

Freshman Megan Wright 
had a huge game with 17 
digs and six assists. Se-
nior Rebecca Carley came 
through with 20 digs and 

four assists followed by 
junior Colby DeMare with 
17 kills and seven digs for 
the Wolverines. 

Although they came out 
with another loss, UM-
Dearborn sees nothing but 
positive things and is only 
looking forward. 

UM-Dearborn returns 
to the Fieldhouse on Sept. 
24 to take on Lourdes Uni-
versity.

By JeraMY stOVer
staff reporter
@Jstover96

The power may have 
been out in the Fieldhouse 
from Sept. 6-10, but that 
was not going to stop the 
University of Michigan-
Dearborn hockey team 
from preparing to open up 
the 2014-2015 season at 
home.

On Friday Sept. 5, 
storms rolled through 
Southeastern Mich., 
knocking power out across 
the area, including the 
Fieldhouse and University 
Center on campus. 

There was plenty of un-
certainty across campus as 
to whether power would be 
restored during the week, 
but the players were not at 
all worried. 

“The backup plan was 
not really a question,” 
senior Forward, Jeremy 
Klotz said. “We knew the 
old, reliable Fieldhouse 
would be back in action.” 

Luckily for fans, par-
ents and players, the elec-
tricity was fully restored 
to the Fieldhouse on Sept. 
10 and the Fieldhouse 
opened around 4 p.m., set-
ting the stage for the home 

opener to carry on. During 
the outage, the Fieldhouse 
was maintained by genera-
tors.

The hockey team refused 
to let the lack of electric-
ity hinder their prepara-
tion to take on the Indiana 
Tech just a few days later, 
as they held all of their 
practices at the “DISC”, 
the Dearborn Ice Skating 

Club, on Ford Road, ac-
cording to Klotz. The se-
nior also stated that there 
was no tension or worry 
amongst the team about 
the unfortunate events. 

The power outage was 
quickly forgotten as the 
hockey team went on to 
sweep the opening week-
end series with Indiana 
Tech.

By erick LehMan
staff reporter
@eLehman29

Check out a cross 
country recap on 

michiganjournal.org!



The University of Mich-
igan-Dearborn hockey 
team completed yet another 
weekend sweep, defeating 
Pittsburgh 7-4 on Friday and 
8-1 on Saturday.

Freshman Forward, Jeff 
McFarland, continued his 
hot streaking, netting his 
seventh goal of the season 
in Friday’s game, and also 

scoring two more during 
Saturday’s contest. He sits 
at nine goals on the season 
in four games played.

UM-Dearborn got on the 
board right away in Satur-
day’s contest with a goal 
from Andrew Palushaj.

A few minutes later, Pitts-
burgh tied it up which turned 
out to be the only goal that 
the Wolverines would give 
up in the contest.

McFarland’s shorthand-

ed goal in the first broke 
the tie, and the Wolverines 
never looked back from that 
point on.

UM-Dearborn also got 
goals from Paciocco, Lon-
guski, and Kelly — all in 
the first period.

McFarland opened up the 
scoring in the second period 
of Saturday’s game, netting 
his second goal of the night 
with about eight minutes re-
maining in the period.

UM-Dearborn also got 
a goal from Marcus Mc-
Sweeney in the second. The 
Wolverines’ lone goal in the 
third period came from de-
fenseman Derek Kessler.

Penalties seemed to ham-
per the Wolverines again for 
the second straight week-
end.

         UM-Dearborn com-
mitted a total of 27 penalties 
last weekend, while only to-
taling 12 this weekend. Nine 

of them came in Saturday’s 
big win. The bevy of penal-
ties will be something the 
Wolverines will need to get 
better at when facing better 
opponents. 

Friday’s goals were 
scored by Eric Rosteck, Mc-
Farland, Jeremy Klotz, Pa-
ciocco, Longuski, McSwee-
ney, and Palushaj.

UM-Dearborn travels to 
Kent State on Friday for a 
weekend road series.
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College Football 
Top Ten Poll

#1 Oregon (3)

Each Monday, members 
of the  Michigan Jour-
nal’s sports staff vote on 
college football’s top ten 
teams. A first place vote 
counts for 10 points, with 
the number decreasing by 
one for each rank lower.

#2 Florida State (1)

#3 Alabama

#4 Oklahoma

#5 Texas A&M

#6 Auburn

#10 Ole Miss

#8 Michigan State

#8 Notre Dame

#7 Baylor

Photo courtesy of Pitt hockey
Jeff McFarland awaits a face off in a game against Pittsburgh. McFarland, a freshman, has nine goals in his first four games with UM-Dearborn.

Q&A with UM-Dearborn Player 
of the Week, Jeff McFarland

McFarland nets ninth goal of year 
as hockey sweeps Pittsburgh

By Erick LEhMAN
Staff reporter
@ELehman29

By ryAN PETrAS
Staff reporter

Freshman, Jeff McFarland pow-
ered the University of Michigan-
Dearborn hockey team to a season-
opening sweep over Indiana Tech 
with six goals. After his perfor-
mance, McFarland was nominated 
for the Michigan Journal’s first 
UM-Dearborn Player of the 
Week vote. With 57 per-
cent of the vote, McFar-
land won, and was recog-
nized with the honor on 
Sept. 16, 2014.

Staff Reporter Ryan 
Petras spoke with 
McFarland to con-
tinue the Journal’s 
Player of the Week Q-and-A 
sessions.

Q: What did you think 
of the Maize Militia?

A: Unbelievable. 
Brought a great atmo-
sphere to the fieldhouse!

Q: have you decided 
on a major yet?

A: Yeah. I’ve decided to 
go with Criminal Justice. 

Q: Who’s your 
all time favorite 
hockey player?

A: Steve Yzerman. Great human being and 
a great hockey player. 

Q: if there was anyone in the NhL you 
would like to compare your playing style 
too, who would it be?

A: Henrik Zetterberg.
Q: Favorite NhL Team?
A: Detroit Red Wings.

Q: What other sports do you enjoy, be-
sides hockey?

A: Golf, baseball, and football. 
Q: What’s your music taste?

A: Anything and everything. Coun-
try is on the top of the list as of now. 

I listen to 93.1 everyday. 
Q: Any specific pre-

game rituals 
or pre-
g a m e 
meal?

A : I have to 
take at least an hour nap before every 
game. I eat roughly two and a half 
hours before the game. The main 
meal doesn’t have to be anything 
specific, but I eat a PB&J sandwich 
directly after. 

Q: What’s your favorite thing 
about University of Michigan-

Dearborn so far?
A: The close proximity 

between my classes and the 
Fieldhouse. 

Brianna Frisch/MJ                                
Jeff McFarland poses during his signing day 

with UM-Dearborn hockey in January.

The University of Michi-
gan-Dearborn made national 
headlines Wednesday, as the 
American Collegiate Hockey 
Association hosted its second-
annual preseason show.

The show, hosted by the Lib-
erty Flames (Lynchberg, Va.) 
broadcasters, previewed the 
league and its conferences, while 
releasing the ACHA preseason 
Top 25 poll.

After an overhaul led by 10 
junior-league signings, UM-
Dearborn was ranked No. 25 to 
start the season. The Wolverines 
went 20-22 last year and fell in 
the second round of the GLCHL 
playoffs in Oakland, Mich.

Three conference foes were 
ranked above UM-Dearborn. 
Oakland and Davenport came in 
at No. 14 and No. 13, respective-
ly. Defending GLCHL champi-
on Adrian was ranked No. 10. af-
ter making an appearance in the 
ACHA National Tournament.

UM-Dearborn senior For-
ward, Jeremy Klotz, enjoyed 
seeing the Wolverines in the 
preseason Top 25, but knows the 

work has just begun.
“It’s awesome to get some at-

tention, but (it’s) not satisfying,” 
Klotz said. “We want to be a top 
10 team.”

Oakland Broadcaster, Co-
rey Hagood, mentioned UM-
Dearborn as a dark-horse team 
when the preseason Top 25 was 
released during the ACHA pre-
season show.

“The first thing that came out 
to me was seeing UM-Dearborn 
on there,” Hagood said. “That 
was one of the things I was 
thinking about, because I know 
they’ve built their program up. I 
was kind of thinking earlier to-
day that they might be that one 
team that might cause some trou-
ble for somebody in the GLCHL 
trying to win that conference.”

UM-Dearborn swept Indi-
ana Tech to start the season, and 
faces Pittsburgh this weekend. 
Klotz said the initial No. 25 
ranking will be a driving force 
for a team eyeing a title.

“I think we have that hunger 
(from) being looked down upon, 
because we feel as though we 
can play with, and beat, anyone 
in the nation,” Klotz said.

By ricky LiNDSAy
Sports Editor
@rLindz35

Hockey team hungry 
after preseason ranking

Check out the Michigan 
Journal’s UM-Dearborn 
Player of the Week vote 
for Issue 5 on Sunday!
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Rebecca Gallagher/MJ
Brady Hoke addresses the media following Michigan’s 26-10 loss to Utah on Sept. 20, 2014. Michigan never reached the red zone against the Utes, and scored its only touchdown on an intercetion return.

Sports

Utah embarrasses Michigan after lightning delay

Michigan (2-2) was poured 
on, 26-10, by the Utah Utes (3-0) 
on Saturday in the Wolverines’ 
final non-conference matchup of 
the season.

On the first drive of the second 
half, Utah took the lead and never 
looked back. Utah Quarterback, 
Travis Wilson, hit Wide Receiver, 
Dres Anderson, on a short cross-
ing pass that Anderson turned up 
field and took 28 yards untouched 
for a touchdown to put Utah up 
20-10.

Michigan played poorly on 
offense, totaling 308 yards of of-
fense while failing to reach the red 
zone. Quarterback, Devin Gard-
ner, was inconsistent, completing 
14-of-27 passes for 148 yards and 
two interceptions. Running Back, 
Derrick Green, ran the ball 14 
times for 59 yards. 

“We’ve got to be go back to 
work and it starts with me as the 
head football coach,” Brady Hoke 
said. “We’ve got to do a better job 
for those kids.”

Utah was efficient offensively, 
totaling 286 yards of offense, 172 
coming from the arm of Wilson. 
Anderson led the team in receiv-
ing with six catches for 57 yards 
and a touchdown and Running 
Back, Bubba Poole, added nine 
rushes for 40 yards.

Michigan was inept offen-
sively, scoring its only offensive 
points on the first drive of the 
game. Kicker, Matt Wile hit a 42-
yard field goal with 9:36 left in the 
first quarter. With 1:03 left in the 
first, Utah tied the game 35-yard 
field goal by Kicker, Andy Phil-
lips. 

After a stalled drive by the 
Wolverines, Punt Returner, Kae-
lin Clay, set up for a return. After 
a high kick, Clay made an explo-
sive move towards the sideline 
where he turned on the jets to take 
a 46-yard punt return for a touch-
down. In just a 1:24, Utah took a 
10-3 lead.

Michigan’s defense looked 
good during the first half and 
scored its only touchdown. Af-
ter an injury to Travis Wilson, 
Backup Quarterback, Kendal 

Thompson, took over for Utah. 
Backed up on their own goal line, 
Thompson attempted a screen 
pass that was intercepted by de-
fensive tackle Willie Henry to tie 
the game 10-10.

Just before the half, Utah drove 
54 yards in just over five minutes 
to tack on another field goal by 
Phillips. This time it was 38 yards 
as the Utes took a 13-10 lead into 
the half.

In the second half, Utah took 
total control of Michigan. Ander-
son caught a 28-yard touchdown 
pass from Wilson to put Utah up 
20-10 and it didn’t look back. 

In the fourth quarter, Utah 
added another pair of field goals 
to the scoreboard before the game 
was halted in a 2.5 hour rain delay 
with 7:51 left in the game. The 
game remained scoreless after a 
missed field goal attempt by Utah. 

Next week Michigan will 
host its first Big Ten conference 
matchup of the season when the 
Minnesota Gophers (3-1) enter 
the Big House at 3:30 p.m. on 
Sept. 27. The game will be aired 
on ESPN.

Michigan has nothing to 
lose with Morris at QB

If Devin Gardner’s last 
snap as Michigan’s starting 
quarterback was his fourth-
quarter interception, most 
fans of the team would not 
flinch.

After all, Shane Morris 
was met with a shower of 
applause (and a downpour 
from Mother Nature) when 
he took the field before a 
2.5 hour lightning delay in 
the fourth quarter of Michi-
gan’s 26-10 loss to Utah.

The choice for Michi-
gan’s quarterback seems 
obvious. After a spark-
ing stretch run last season, 
Gardner looks complete-
ly lost under center once 
again. His same problems 
from last year are returning, 
even the interceptions.

Michigan has accounted 
for 12 turnovers thus far. 
Gardner has six through 
the air following two in-
terceptions on Saturday. 
Sure, he’s learning a new 
playbook with Doug Nuss-
meier leading the offensive 
charge, but so is Morris. 
Four games in, that excuse 
is no longer valid.

Michigan still has its 
goals of winning a Big Ten 
title, and it was steadfast 
following the loss to Utah. 
But before a trophy returns 
to Ann Arbor, there has to 

be a change at starting quar-
terback.

It’s time for Morris, not 
Gardner, to lead the offense 
onto the field.

Morris appears com-
fortable in limited action. 
He’s tossing bullets, albeit 
incompletions, but that’s 
more than Gardner could 
say Saturday. This is not 
the same Morris from De-
cember, the one that heav-
ily relied on the screen pass 
in the Buffalo Wild Wings 
Bowl.

Four games in, what 
more does Michigan and 
Brady Hoke have to see?

“It’s way too early for me 
to assess (a starting quar-
terback) until Doug (Nuss-
meier) and myself look at 
the tape and all that stuff,” 
Hoke said, following Mich-
igan’s loss to Utah. “There’s 
not going to be any answers 
to that tonight. We will 
compete and challenge like 
we do everyday and we will 
have a starting quarterback 
against Minnesota.”

What does Michigan 
have to lose in trotting Mor-
ris out with the first-team 
offense? I have been ada-
mant that Gardner would 
not be benched, not while 
wearing the jersey of Mich-
igan’s best offensive player 
to suit up it its 135-year his-
tory. Seriously, who would 
bench the player wearing 
that jersey? It would be an 
embarrassment. 

But no longer do I see 
that standing in the way. 
The embarrassment on the 
field, in Michigan Stadium, 
and the kind fans have felt 
for the past eight years has 
grown to be much greater 

than any backlash the bench 
could ever bring.

In two games against 
Power-5 opponents this 
season (Notre Dame, Utah), 
Gardner has failed to lead 
Michigan to the red zone. 
The red zone. That’s an 
0-23 stretch on 23 total 
drives (Morris accounted 
for two of said drives). 

Michigan’s only touch-
down in those two games 
was a pick-six by Willie 
Henry. A defensive touch-
down. Even with weapons 
like Devin Funchess and 
Derrick Green, Michigan’s 
fizzled offense has been 
powerless.

So why not give Morris 
a shot? What’s it going to 
hurt? 

Pride? That’s been 
dashed years ago.

It’s a decision that can 
only help, especially with 
Hoke’s seat roasting.

Hoke still believes Mich-
igan can win the Big Ten. 
And after Saturday’s loss, 
Hoke reminded his team 
about the 1998 Michigan 
team, the one that lost to 
Notre Dame on the road 
and to Syracuse at home, 
before stringing together 
eight straight wins to earn 
a share of the Big Ten title. 
That team did it, so why 
can’t 2014’s version?

“Those goals, our goals 
are all out there,” Hoke 
said. “I do believe we have 
a team that can do that.”

Michigan can still win 
the Big Ten championship 
it has longed for. Confer-
ence play begins next week 
against Minnesota. The sea-
son is not over, yet.

But if things do not 
change, Michigan won’t 
be playing for the Big Ten. 
It’ll be playing for Hoke’s 
job, with or without Morris 
under center.

RED REIGN

By geoff Mehl
Staff Reporter
@geoffMehl

By Ricky lindSay
Sports editor
@Rlindz35

Rebecca Gallagher/MJ

Utah quarterback Travis Wilson tosses a pass as James Ross III crashes the pocket.
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