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UM-Dearborn’s hidden gem 
BY ELIZABETH COBB
Guest Writer

In the northwest region of 
our campus, on the corner of 
Fairlane Drive and Monte-
ith Boulevard, sits the well-
known-to-science-majors En-
vironment Interpretive Center. 
The Interpretive Center is 
home to the longest-running, 
full-time, urban bird research 
station in North America, and 
is a great place for school pro-
grams, camps, and visitors 
of any age to spend the day 
learning about the environ-
ment and native species to the 
southeastern Michigan area.

Recently, I learned that 
there’s even more to be seen 
at the EIC than exhibits 
and volunteers—the beauti-
ful 300-acre outdoor study 
area. Known to be a resting 
stop for birds traveling north 
from the tropics for the sum-
mer, the Environmental Study 
Area is home to many spe-
cies of plants and animals 
that are found nowhere else 
in the area, or the state, but 
also many indigenous ones. 
I was speechless to find such 
an amazing arboretum on 
our small commuter campus.

Henry and Clara Ford 
bought the land around 1915, 
which was being used for 
farming, adjacent to their 
estate property. Ford hired 
a well-known landscape ar-
chitect to transform the land 
into an environmental haven, 
and now 100 years later, with 
a huge mature beech-maple 
forest, a floodplain forest, 
an upland mesic forest, mul-

tiple meadows and trails (in-
cluding a trail of medicinal 

trees), an 8-acre lake, and 
the Rouge River on its west-
ern border, there’s no ques-
tion that it’s surpassed any-
thing the Fords had imagined.

Every bit of this space is 
fascinating and tranquil. We 
are fortunate enough to have 
had this land donated to us 
by the Ford Motor Company 
in 1959, for learning and the 
enjoyment of nature. Since 
then, workers and volun-
teers alike have tended the 
area, making trails and keep-
ing this natural space beau-

tiful and safe for wildlife.
The Environmental Study 

Area is open every day from 
dawn to dusk. The Interpre-
tive Center is open Mon-
day – Saturday, 10 am to 5 
pm, and always has a cal-
endar loaded with oppor-
tunities to enjoy science.

Next month, they will 
be having an “Owls Before 
Dawn” program on Saturday, 
Nov. 15, where they invite 
anyone to watch and listen 
for the native owls living in 
the Study Area. For more in-
formation, visit the EIC web-
site at umdearborn.edu/eic.

Recent Pre-Health advising events 
to benefit Pre-Medical students

BY LARISA MARIAN
News Editor

Pre-Health Advising at 
University of Michigan-
Dearborn is an initiative for 
placing the Pre-Health Pro-
fessional students in their re-
spective careers. Pre-Health 
Advising provide personal 
advising and counseling for 
all students interested in the 
fields of Medicine (MD and 
DO), Dentistry, Pharmacy, 
Physician Assistant, Physical 
Therapy, Optometry, Pub-
lic Health and Veterinary.

On October 3rd, Dr. De-
balina Bandyopadhyay, a 
Pre-Health advisor here 
at UM-Dearborn, made 
an announcement that the 
Association of Ameri-
can Medical Colleges 
(AAMC) released an Offi-
cial MCAT2015 Sample Test 
for the new MCAT® exam.

This test is the first official 
full-length exam for practice 

available to students who 
plan on taking the new exam 
beginning in April 2015.

This low cost, $25 product 
c o m p r i s e s 
230 ques-
tions written 
by the test 
d e v e l o p -
ers and will 
simulate the 
c o m p u t e r -
based test-
ing environ-
ment. Some 
of the prod-
uct’s fea-
tures allow 
students to 
simulate the 
test experi-
ence with 
the same 
type and 
number of questions as the 
actual exam, customize how 
to practice by taking the en-
tire test timed, untimed, or 

with solutions available dur-
ing or after the test, identify 
patterns in test-taking skills, 
review and compare their an-

swers to the solutions, and 
take the test up to 10 times.

Dr. Bandyopadhyay also 
wanted to make it aware to 

Pre-Health students that the 
2014 Michigan Medical Ed-
ucation Day, MMED, is fast 
approaching, and registration 

is open. This event is for Pre-
Medical Students to learn 
about the medical school 
admission process from 

Deans and Directors from 
all seven medical schools 
in the state of Michigan.

The event will take place 

on Saturday, Oct. 18 from 
8:30 a.m. and last until 4:00 
p.m. at the Wayne State Uni-
versity School of Medicine

This program is designed 
for current (2014/15) col-
lege sophomores and juniors, 
but more advanced stu-
dents may attend if they do 
not have an active medical 
school application. Michi-
gan residents and/or those 
attending college in the state 
of Michigan are particu-
larly encouraged to attend.

Those who have or are 
in the process of submitting 
an AMCAS or AACOMAS 
application for the current 
application cycle are not 
eligible to attend this event.

The registration cost 
for this year’s conference 
is $10 and can be paid by 
PayPal. Continental break-
fast and lunch are provided 
for participants. To register 
for this year’s event, please 
visit this website: http://
www.mimeded.org or email 
Dr. Bandyopadhyay at de-
bal ina@umd.umich.edu.
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American toad found under decaying ground 

cover of fallen leaves in the mature forest
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“I like sitting in the UC and Yikyakking.”
-Anonymous 
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What’s your favorite event to go to or thing to do on 
campus?

“I like hanging out with my friends in the UC 
between classes.”
-Kendall Novicki

Photo Courtesy of Larisa Marian/MJ

“Greek Week.”
-Christian Miner

Photo Courtesy of Larisa Marian/MJ

“I like being involved in a sorority, and I like all 
of the events that happen on stage.”

-Taylor Sorgatz

Photo Courtesy of Larisa Marian/MJ

“Riding my scooter on campus...”
-Sergio Reyes

Photo Courtesy of Larisa Marian/MJ

“I like going to SAB events.”
-Jessica Neckel 

Photo Courtesy of Larisa Marian/MJ
“I like going to intramural 

sports games”
-Becca Rowe 
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EXTRA!

Have an idea?

Interested in 
covering

campus news?

Email us at 
umd.mj.news@gmail.com

Around The World
TV series Twin Peaks is scheduled to 

return to Showtime in 2016.

Mila Kunis and Ashton Kutcher are 
proud new parents of a baby girl.

“The U.S. Navy is unleashing a new 
era in advanced ship protection, robot 

boats to swarm enemies.

Mass graves have been found in Mex-
ico. Investigators found the remains of 
at least 28 people inside the graves, The 
bodies were covered in gasoline and 
burned before they were buried. Offi-
cials believe the bodies belong to miss-

ing students.

The ‘African Alps’ in the Rwenzori 
Mountains are melting due to climate 

change.

Ebola virus has entered the United 
States.

Activists have dismantled a statue of 
Soviet hero Vladimir Lenin at a pro-

Ukrainian rally in Kharkiv, Ukraine.

Recent flooding brought by heavy 
monsoon rains has wrought death and 

destruction in India and Pakistan.

Hong Kong pro-democracy citizens 
have broken out into protests and riots.

An alarming report by leading wild-
life experts claims the global loss of 

species has 50% in the past 40 years.

The UAE may be one of the most oil 
dependent states in the world, but next 
March it will be the start and finish lo-
cation for Solar Impulse 2, a solar-pow-
ered plane that aims to circumnavigate 
the world using only the power of the 

sun.

UM named top-ranked 
public university in the country

BY LARISA MARIAN
News Editor

According to an annual 
list of universities world-
wide, The University of 
Michigan is now the top 
public university in the U.S.

“The QS World Univer-
sity Rankings, launched 
in 2004, are based on six 
factors: academic reputa-
tion, employer reputation, 
student/faculty ratio, ci-
tations per faculty, pro-
portion of international 

faculty and proportion of 
international students,” 
according to a news re-
lease about the rankings.

The ranking gives U-M 
bragging rights over Ohio 
State at 109, Michigan 
State University at 195 
and Notre Dame at 237.

The University of Mich-
igan – Dearborn was not 
ranked by QS World Uni-
versity Rankings.  This 
year however, U.S. News 
& World Report ranked 

the UMD the 7th best 
master’s-level public uni-
versity in the Midwest. “It 
great to hear something 
like that. Even if we aren’t 
the main campus, we’re 
still part of such a great 
system, and that means 
we’re doing something 
right. We really do en-
courage higher standards, 
and that’s the Michigan 
Difference,” said Univer-
sity of Michigan-Dearborn 
student Ashlee Newland.

Photo Courtesy of http://www.umd.umich.edu
Students walk around campus and engage in the thriving atmosphere and sense of community.
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Students Want Their History

Writing, A Story
Photo courtesy of sites.google.com/site/clevelandapush/

by ZAC PALMER
Staff Writer

AP U.S. History has managed 
to become a political topic. A 
course in which students in high 
school learn about the history 
of our country, has launched a 
heated debate about what our 
schools should be teaching our 
kids. 

This problem started when 
the College Board revised the 
curriculum for the course. Im-
mediately, conservatives op-
posed it. In their opinion the 
new course does not showcase 
the good things that happened 
in our past. Rather, it goes more 
in depth about the tragedies 
and mistakes we made in our 
nation’s history. The College 
Board’s goal was to go more in 
depth on fewer topics. The top-
ics they covered don’t neces-
sarily promote the “greatness” 
of America but they accurately 
represent actions in our past.

Ben Carson, a potential GOP 
presidential candidate had this 
to say about the new curricu-
lum, “I mean I think most peo-
ple when they finish that course, 
they’d be ready to sign up for 

ISIS.” This is an overreaction 
to this new course. The Re-
publican National Committee 
also passed a resolution declar-
ing that the course curriculum, 
“reflects a radically revisionist 
view of American history that 
emphasizes negative aspects of 
our nation's history while omit-
ting or minimizing positive as-

pects.” 
The College Board did not 

intend to cause the problems 
that cropped up because of 
these changes, but it has taken 
one community in particular by 
storm. Jefferson County School 
District has become the epicen-
ter of a lot of the controversy 
surrounding this issue. 

Julie Williams, representing 
the Jefferson County Board, 
said they are revamping the 
newly revised course to, “Pro-
mote citizenship, patriotism, 
essentials and benefits of the 
free-market system, respect for 
authority and respect for indi-
vidual rights" and don't "en-
courage or condone civil disor-
der, social strife or disregard of 
the law.” 

After this controversial state-

ment, students were outraged. 
There have now been two weeks 
of student walkouts across the 
Jefferson School District in pro-
test of this decision. Students 
don’t want their education to be 
dictated by what people think is 
“patriotic” enough. As a student 
myself I find it very disturbing 
that the curriculum for a course 

can be changed to make Amer-
ica’s history look better. There 
shouldn’t be any sugarcoating 
of our history or promotion of 
values that all American’s have 
the freedom to make their mind 
up on.

The one statement regarding 
civil disorder and social strife is 
extremely off base of American 
values as well. Civil protest is 
an integral part of our society 
and without it we wouldn’t even 
be a country.

This school district needs to 
learn a lesson or two about our 
history before they decide to 
control how to teach it. These 
students are practicing their 
right to protest for a worthy 
cause, and I hope they come out 
of this fight as winners. 

“There shouldn’t be any sugarcoating of 
our history or promotion of values that all 
American’s have the freedom to make their 
mind up on.”

by LAURA SANCHEZ
Opinions Editor

 I wanted to be a writer when  I 
was younger. I loved the idea of 
writing books, dreaming away into 
fairylands and fictionalized worlds, 
and producing content with some 
clacking computer keys and count-
less cups of coffee. But that was 
my version of an idealized author’s 
environment. In my head, being a 

writer meant spending hours shut 
away in a musty room, with endless 
pots of coffee, typewriters and me-
owing cats keeping me company. It 
wasn’t real, and I really couldn’t do 
it. I wanted to read the stories that 
were swimming around in my head, 
but not necessarily write them. I 
couldn’t bring myself to finish writ-
ing stories that I started, or write 
down all of the ideas that were skirt-
ing around in my brain. So I moved 
on to other dreams and passions, 
but writing was always the what-if, 
the maybe-I-can, the one that might 
have gotten away.

As the years passed, I began to 
feel insecure with my writing, al-
ways wondering if I still had ‘it’. I’d 
always gotten compliments on my 

writing style and technique, but I 
always wondered if I received those 
compliments because I deserved 
them, or because I was always that 
‘writer girl’, the emblematic, nerdy 
girl who always had a piece of paper 
and pen in hand. I still wonder that.

I stopped writing fiction and short 
stories, and just concentrated only 
on the writing that I needed to pro-
duce to get by in school. But then I 
realized that writing itself couldn’t 
go away. My fingers itched to type, 
my brain had an urge to start whir-
ring away, and my mouth had an 
insatiable desire to reread my words 
aloud, reveling in the simplicity and 
beauty I thought I could produce.

Even though I’m still highly in-
secure about my writing abilities, 

and cringe just about every time I 
sit down to write something new, I 
just decided to go for it. I decided to 
start writing again, to write for oth-
ers rather than myself, and to restart 
a part of my life that had been absent 
for a while. This is the reason that 
I’m here, writing articles a week at 
a time, trying to reconnect with the 
words. It’s not always easy, and I’m 
always scrambling at the last minute 
to construct the perfect sentence, but 
it somehow comes rushing out in the 
end.    

A while ago, if you had told me 
that I would be writing an article a 
week, for the entirety of the student 
population to see and read, I would 
have said, “Ha! I wish.” I had been 
in awe of the fact that other people 

would publish their words without 
any qualms, because I thought I 
couldn’t. No one necessarily cared 
about what I wrote, and what if what 
I wrote was WRONG?

Well, things change. Maybe no 
one necessarily cares about what 
I write about now, but that doesn’t 
make it seem less important or even 
wrong. Sometimes I write about 
petty issues in my life that seem in-
significant, and other times I do try 
to relay my strong opinions about 
certain subjects. But they’re all 
MY opinions and MY stories, and 
I’m just happy to have an outlet for 
them. Writing is my outlet, and one 
of my fortes, and one of the things 
that makes me happy. 

 

Photo courtesy of sevenvalleyswritingproject.com

“Even though I’m still highly insecure about my writing abilities, and cringe just about every time 
I sit down to write something new, I just decided to go for it. I decided to start writing again, to write 

for others rather than myself, and to restart a part of my life that had been absent for a while.”
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Guest Writer

99 and Counting: Gaming Pets You Wish Were Real
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By Aaron Ynclan
Staff Writer

The Equalizer

Photo courtesy of stuffpoint.com

Do you ever get tired 
of your goldfish?

        Pets are some of the 
most wonderful companions 
in the world, but for gam-
ers they can sometimes be 
just a little mundane. Sure, 
cats are adorable and dogs 
are loyal to a fault, but what 
about the fire-breathing 
dragon you tamed and rode 
in “Skyrim”? How about 
the laser shooting Mechaton 
from “Bulletstorm,” or even 
the Mabari attack hounds of 
“Dragon Age”? With that 
in mind, let’s take a look 
at just a few pets that video 
games make us wish we had.

Chocobo- One of the most 
recognized mounts in gam-
ing, Chocobos have been a re-
curring element of the “Final 
Fantasy” series since their first 
appearance in “Final Fantasy 
II”. Although the most com-

mon type is flightless, stron-
ger breeds can fly with ease 
while others can swim vast 

distances. They’re like the 
horses of the Final Fantasy 
realm, except more feather-y.

Yoshi- Nintendo’s favorite 
green dragon might be a star 

player now, but Yoshi first 
got his start as Mario’s per-
sonal steed. A native of Yo-

shi Island, Yoshi was trapped 
in an egg until Mario and 
Luigi rescued him. Now he 
spends his time protecting 
his fellow Yoshi, swallow-
ing and leaping past any en-

emy that threatens his home.

Dogmeat- Even in the after-

math of the apocalypse, noth-
ing can replace the comfort 
of man’s best friend. Found 
wandering the Scrapyard of 

“Fallout 3,” Dogmeat be-
comes a possible compan-

ion for the Lone Wanderer 
after he’s rescued from a 
group of raiders. As adept at 
scavenging for treasure as 
he is fighting bandits, Dog-
meat remains one of the few 

bright spots in the unfor-
giving Capital Wasteland.

Pokémon- The ultimate col-
lection of video game pets, 
“Pokémon” is one of the 
most enduring and beloved 

franchises in gaming. Wheth-
er training to battle the Elite 

Four, grooming for the mas-
ter level Pokémon Contest, 
or just exploring the world 
to find new Pokémon, the ad-
ventures to be had alongside 
these critters remains endless. 
And with over 700 different 
species to choose from, there’s 
no shortage of Pokémon for 
gamers to bring with them.

This Week in Gaming

 
 Denzel Washington re-
minds you that he’s worth 
his weight in Gold, or 
in this case body bags. 
The Equalizer casts Den-
zel Washington as Robert 
McCall, a retired black 
ops specialist in this ac-
tion suspense film. He’s 
your local big box home 
improvement handyman 
that’s hiding his past for a 
new life of atonement and 
peace. Embracing his new 
structured life, Denzel’s 
character becomes a man 
of the people. He builds a 
family of friends through 
his altruistic actions. 
 The Russian mob 
sieges Mccall’s family 
after he becomes an un-
suspecting benefactor for 
an escort played by Chloe 
Mortez(Hugo). This be-
nevolent act propels Robert 
McCall on a slow churn-
ing collision course with 
the Russian mob, and their 

most formidable enforcer, 
played by Martin Csokas 
(The Bourne Supremacy).

 But It gets even better.
 The Russian bad guys 
stalk McCall like a raccoon, 
and back him into a corner.

 Denzel transforms 
his character from being the 
hunted to being the hunter. 
After receiving the bless-
ing from his old government 
friend, McCall arms himself 
to the teeth with an array of 
home improvement tools. 
His black ops knowledge cre-
ates a competitive advantage 
that allows Robert McCall 
to set New York ablaze cre-
ating his own killing field. 
 Denzel stacks the 
body high. He imbues with 
the spirit of McGyver, as he 
turns old clocks into spy cam-
eras to conduct counter sur-
veillance upon his enemies. 
He ambushes his enemies un-
der the cloak of darkness, and 

moves through the night time 
shadows. Displaying his mor-
tality, McCall takes on a few 
wounds from his sentinel af-
fairs. The hunter retreats to his 
lair for triage. He patches him-
self up with honey and herbs.

If that wasn’t cool 
enough. Here is a brief 
list of the tools of death:
 1. corkscrew
 2. shotglass
 3.   nail gun
 4. paper weight
 5. electricity socket

 A local big box hardware 
turned grind house, brilliant!
 If the use of those 
weapon didn’t excite you, 
how about a Mortal Kom-
bat style punch to the throat 
with a corkscrew? Better 
yet, how about the visuals 
of a crucifixion created by 
a high speed camera shot? 
 Director, Antoine 
Fuqua (Training Day), really 
excites our eyes and senses 

with his well crafted scenes 
and methodical storytelling. 
The Narrative story saun-
ters and seduces us through 
this two hour and five min-
ute movie. Mr. Fuqua tells 
a visually compelling sto-
ry. His actions sequences 
are just enough for us red 
meat chomping viewers. 
 All in all, The Equal-
izer is a well crafted big 
screen adaptation from the 
acclaimed 80’s TV series, 
which hosted a high level in-
telligence officer who took 
on the jobs of unsuspecting 
working class citizens. It was 
a hit then, and The Equal-
izer is a hit now. It displays 
enough action to satisfy the 
primal taste for action films, 
and the well written screen-
play hooks you enough to 
keep you engaged during the 
low moments. Be careful if 
you don’t pay attention. You 
just might leave the theatre 
a bit warm and tingly from 
the story’s moral component.

   A 
few weeks ago, students at 
the University of Michigan-
Dearborn were able to experi-
ence the powerful social jus-
tice documentary Valentine 
Road screened on campus.
 The film details the 
horrendous slaying of a stu-
dent at E.O. Green middle 
school in Oxnard, California. 
In 2008, a 14 year old by the 
name of Brandon became em-
barrassed because a male stu-
dent, Larry, asked him to be 
his Valentine. Brandon came 
to school the next day and shot 
Larry in the back of the head.
 Documentarian, Mar-
ta Cunningham, explores the 
abused lives both boys had to 
endure growing up. She care-
fully peels back the layers of 
who both Larry and Bran-
don were to expose the raw nerve behind such a startling 

act. Enlisting commentary of 
students present at the shoot-
ing, family members of the 

shooter, and those involved 
in the trial of Brandon, many 

different sides of what exactly 
caused the event to happen 

unfold in the documentarry.

The film was nothing short 
of a masterpiece in terms of 
how it dove into the topic of 
social justice and tolerance.  
It turned a tragedy into some-
thing that can bring together 
people in a time when toler-
ance is both growing but also 
decreasing. Journalism and 
Screen Studies Professor, 
Jen Proctor, chose to screen 
the documentary at UM-
Dearborn because she felt it 
was important considering all 
the social justice issues that 
are constantly arising today.
 Students were also 
able to participate in a ques-
tion-and-answer session 
with Marta Cunningham the 
morning after the screening.

By Amber Ainsworth 
Staff Writer

Valentine Road
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Attempting to Understand Man’s Best Friend
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Movie theaters reel at Nolan’s film request

 For director Christo-
pher Nolan, the old ways are 
the best ways. For this reason, 
he has decided to release his 
new film, Interstellar, two 
days before scheduled to those 
theaters still equipped to proj-
ect 35mm and 70mm film.
 This poses a major 
problem for most theaters. 
After spending millions of 
dollars to convert to digital, 
as required by Hollywood 
films, the idea of lugging out 
the old machines and hiring 
knowledgable employees to 
work them is not one theater 
owners care to meditate on.
 “It devalues what we’ve 
done,” states Joe Paletta, chief 
and founder of Spotlight The-
aters, a small chain in Georgia 
that is now all-digital. “I can’t 
afford to get the projectors 

out of the warehouse for two 
days, and I don’t even have 
anyone to operate them.”
 But with a stellar 
cast lead by Matthew McCo-
naughey, followed by talent 
like Michael Caine, Anne Ha-
thaway, and Jessica Chastain 
can they really afford not to? 
This is a Christopher Nolan 
film we’re talking about here. 
The Academy may snub this 
director, but based on rev-
enues earned from box of-
fice hits like The Dark Knight 
Trilogy, Inception, and The 
Prestige, the public does not.
 Within the last few 
years, digital has replaced the 
old mode of filming due to 
multiple reasons. Producing 
a movie through the use of 
cellulite film is both more ex-
pensive and time consuming. 
Where editing digital shots 
can be done with the touch of 
an erase key, a director will 

have to sort through rolls and 
rolls of film then wait to have 
it developed before he can re-
sume the process of editing.
 However, Nolan 
states this adds to the the-
ater goers experience and is 
worth the cost. Other direc-
tors, namely Quentin Taran-
tino, have also made a stand 
against converting to the 
more modern filming option. 
Nolan with his extensive 
connections with producers 
has all the backing he needs.
“Interstellar plays spectacu-
larly, and we have a filmmaker 
who loves film, so we wanted 
to take a moment to showcase 
film as an important part of 
our heritage,” said Rob Moore 
Paramount’s vice chairman.
 This science fiction 
film will be rocketing theaters 
near you as early as Novem-
ber 5 , for those select busi-
nesses who can keep up with 

Nolan’s request and Novem-
ber 7 for those who can’t.

References:
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 With the movie ad-
aptation hitting theatres this 
past weekend, it is the perfect
time to read “Gone Girl.”
 Spending its 
95th week on The New 
York Times Best Sell-
ers list, this perplexing
thriller takes readers for an 
unexpected turn with every 
turn of the page. Weaving
intricately placed clues into 
the two main characters’ narra-
tives, Gillian Flynn carefully
builds the perfect crime, only 
to have it come crashing down 
when the truth, and lies, of
this “Gone Girl” emerge.
 Through Nick 
Dunne’s present-time 
narrative and Amy 
Dunne’s diary entries
beginning the day they met, 

the reader learns about this 
married couple’s relationship
and each of their histories.
 Former writers liv-
ing in New York City, the 
two lost their jobs during the
recession and moved back to 
Nick’s home in Missouri to 
take care of his cancer-ridden
mother and father suffering 
from Alzheimer’s. Nick now 
owns “The Bar” with his twin
sister, Margo, and teaches a 
writing class at a community 
college. Amy, with her “New
York interests, her New 
York pride,” finds life on 
the Mississippi River a bore.
“The Day Of,” Nick Dunne 
awakes to the rising sun ac-
cusing him, “You have been
seen. You will be seen.”  
 Meanwhile down-

stairs, his wife Amy 
makes crepes for their fifth
wedding anniversary. 
“Well, hello, handsome,” 
she says. “Bile and dread 
inched up my throat,” he 
thinks later to himself.
Hours later, there are signs 
of struggle in the living 
room: a coffee table shat-
tered, an ottoman overturned, 
and a pair of sharp scissors 
in the middle of the mess.
Amy is gone.
 Flynn begins the 
search for her and leaves read-
ers clues, quite literally, along 
the way. Every year for their 
anniversary, Amy sends Nick 
on a treasure hunt, giving him 
riddles that lead him to the 
next clue and finally to his 
gift. Could these notes help 

Nick find his missing wife?
 As more details of 
their lives are revealed, the 
mystery of what happened 
to Amy becomes more com-
plex. Financial trouble, 
domestic abuse, resent-
ment, and obsessed stalk-
ers all surface and play a 
role in her disappearance.
And that’s just the first half.
 Using Nick and 
Amy’s alternating per-
spectives and contradict-
ing stories to build this 
psychological journey that 
doesn’t slow down, Flynn 
suspends the reader until 
the very end. “Gone Girl” 
is so perfectly twisted and 
sharp, it’s a guilty pleasure 
impossible not to devour.

Photo courtesy ofnicoandgeorge.blogspot.

  
  After watch-
ing the movie Hachi: A 
Dog’s Tale (2009), not only 
had I accumulated buckets 
of tears, I was struck by the 
extreme and enduring phe-
nomenon of dog loyalty.
 The movie Hachi is 
actually based on a real inci-
dent that took place in Japan 
in the early 1900’s. Back in 
1924, a professor at the Uni-
versity of Tokyo, by the name 
of Hidesaburō Ueno, took in 
an Akita dog and named him 
Hachiko (‘hachi’ standing for 
the number 8 in Japanese, a 
lucky number, and the suffix 
‘ko’, used as an affection-
ate way to address the dog).
 Hachiko would wait 
for the professor every day 
at Shibuya Station around 
the time of his train’s ar-
rival, and would walk home 
with him. This continued for 
one year until 1925, when 
Professor Ueno sustained 
a cerebral hemorrhage and 
passed away, never return-
ing to Hachiko who await-
ed him at the train station.
 Nevertheless, Ha-
chiko never gave up going to 
the train station. During this 
time, he was initially shipped 

off to live with the profes-
sor’s relatives, yet ran away 
and went to Shibuya Sta-
tion. Everyday at 6:00 p.m. 
Hachiko would be found 
next to the ticket booth, 
waiting for his master to ar-
rive. He patiently waited 
for the professor’s return 
for nine years until he died.
 Such a story evokes 
wonder on how a dog, who 
is unable to experience the 
myriad of complex emotions 
that humans do, was capable 
in expressing such dedication 
and devotion to his owner. 
There are multiple explana-
tions for this, some tested, 
others just speculations. What 
science is sure of is dogs do 
experience some of the ba-
sic emotions that humans do.
 They primarily have 
the brain and emotional 
range of a two and a half 
year old child and are able 
to react to human cues bet-
ter than our close relatives, 
chimpanzees. This is quite a 
surprising fact, when taking 
into account that chimpan-
zees are genetically closer 
to humans than dogs are.
 However, a research 
published in the Journal of 
Experimental Analysis of Be-

havior (by Udell & Wayne) 
sheds light on this anomaly. 
Udell and Wayne both reason 
that dogs are more attuned to 
human emotions and stimuli 
as a result of their long history 
of domestication by humans.
 Additionally, hu-
mans have been able to ge-
netically select desirable 
traits in dogs and thus breed-
ing docile, tamed, and less 
aggressive dogs (all char-
acteristics that might have 
played a significant role in 
dog’s heightened sensitivity 
to human emotions/stimuli).
 While some might 
argue that a dog’s loyalty 
stems from the fact that it 
is solely dependent on its 
owner for survival (food, wa-
ter, and shelter), that theory 
doesn’t take into account the 
ever-increasing stories of 
dogs who have displayed 
fierce dedication to their 
owners during an attack, af-
ter an injury, or even death 
(“The Week” has compiled 
a nice list of these instances 
see below for web address).
 Another explana-
tion addresses the nature of 
dogs and the canine family 
in general and that is they are 

pack animals. Yet even with 
this theory, it’s still not cor-
rect to assume that dogs dis-
play to their owners exactly 
what they would to a dog 
member of their pack; there’s 
bound to be a difference.
 Moreover, research 
still hasn’t decisively ex-
plored loyalty as a distinctive 
emotion that dogs express 
towards their human friends 
and therefore we can’t re-
ally be certain of anything.
 Nonetheless, we 
can continue to take com-
fort in knowing that at least 
this beautiful interrelation-
ship between man and dog 
still continues, regardless 
of whether there are “scien-
tific” grounds for it or not.

Two Sides to Every Story

By	Jenna	Wos
Guest Writer

Gone Girl: A Novel by Gillian Flynn
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Professional health sorority established at 
UM-Dearborn campus

By Craig Henderson
Student Life Editor
 

On Monday, Sept. 29, Mu Phi 
Beta Sorority, Inc. (MOB) held their 
first meeting as a student organiza-
tion on the University of Michigan 
–Dearborn.

 According to Graduate Chapter 
President, Breanna Williams, MOB 
works as a professional health soror-
ity for minority women pursuing a 
career in any health or practice such 
as psychiatry, dental, physicians, 
Pre-P.A., clinical psychology, public 
health and many more.

 The founders of the organization 
- Breanna Williams, Graduate Chap-
ter President, Lindsey Nealy, Secre-
tary, Jennifer Golida, Chapter Presi-
dent and Kaylin Carey as Treasurer 
– discovered the idea for this group 
while they were attending a medical 
conference for the Students Nation-

al Medical Association (SNMA) in 
Washington D.C., Virginia.

 A few of the benefits the club of-
fers is 10 percent off Kaplan classes 
to members and 25 percent off to ex-
ecutive board members along with 
MCAT training, shadowing of doc-
tors, volunteering opportunities, and 
networking opportunities to mentors 
in and out of state.

 For future potential members, 
the professional health sorority has 
requirements such as a 3.0 or higher 
grade point average, they must turn 
in and complete the application 
along with at least two letters of 
recommendation from individuals 
of academic influence, and hando-
ver transcripts as well as their class 
schedule.

  What MOB plans to offer 
exposure to different schools that 
specialize in a particular field of 
health and practice to their members.  

Also, along with volunteering, as an 
alternative spring break, MOB plans 
to will partner with Global Brigade 
to travel to Panama for hands-on 
volunteering.

 The goals of the sorority are: to 
become a national support organi-
zation that produces more health-
care professionals, outreach to the 
community, increase the number of 
minority women entering into grad-
school, and graduating with scholar 
or honors. 

Williams says, “We want to help 
them take it to the next level with 
getting accepted to the program of 
their choice and not who accepts 
them, but where they actually want 
to go.”

 Regarding how MOB will help 
student life at UM-Dearborn, Wil-
liams continued with, “I think it will 
increase retention rates especially 
for the minority community because 

then they will be more engaged with 
other student organizations such as 
Student Government.”

Nealy said she was having hard 
times adjusting to school when she 
first began studying pre-med be-
cause knew only few and had no 
type of support system. Pertaining 
as to why someone should join their 
sorority, she says, “If I had a sister-
hood with these girls, who push each 
other to study, stay focused and also 
relax, I would have been more suc-
cessful at the beginning of my time 
here at UM-Dearborn.”

 Following Nealy’s comment, 
Golida said, “Going through a ma-
jor that can be overwhelming and 
demanding such as pre-med, when 
you have people you feel comfort-
able with to go to and talk about it, 
it’s very nice to have someone there 
to help you along.”

 Williams says there are students 

at Detroit Mercy and Henry Ford 
College who are interested in the 
sorority group and will be active 
members only at the UM-Dearborn 
campus until they build a charter 
so they may start their own Mu Phi 
Beta chapter at their own campuses.

To learn more about Mu Phi 
Beta Sorority, Inc., visit https://
www.facebook.com/MOBsorority 
or www.muphibeta.wix.com\alpha 
for more information and to apply 
or email muphibetasorority@gmail.
com with any questions.

The sorority is accepting applica-
tions and will be interviewing from 
Oct. 8 to the 10. 

 
 
 

Photo Courtesy of Jennifer Giloda From left to right:  Chapter Secretary Lindsey Nealy Chap-
ter Treasurer Kaylin Carey, Chapter President Jennifer, 
Chapter Vice President Chauna Gibson, Graduate Chapter 
President Breanna Williams

Photo Courtesty of Mu Phi Beta

Phi Mu to host first Halloween party 
for families and children

By Janelle Hamood 
Staff Writer

One of the biggest tragedies in 
the world is losing a child in the 
world to illness, disease, and can-
cer.  Phi Mu Fraternity strives to 
help prevent losing the lives of 
children.  Each year the women 
of Phi Mu hold multiple philan-
thropy events to benefit the Chil-
dren’s Miracle Network Hospitals 
nationwide, but our chapter works 
directly with the children’s hospital 
at Beaumount in Royal Oak, MI.

We’ve done everything from 
a male beauty pageant, where 
male students at University of 
Michigan-Dearborn compete to 
win the crown, to a Teeter-Totter-
a-Thon, where we ride a teeter-
totter non-stop. Right now we are 
in a transitional phase, moving 
from our old events we did annu-
ally, to new and improved events.

This semester Phi Mu is holding 
our first ever Pirates & Princesses 
Halloween Bash! All parents and 
children (12 and under) are welcome 
to join the women of Phi Mu, in your 
best costume, for a Halloween car-
nival on campus at UM-Dearborn.

There will be all sorts of games 

for the kids. These games consist 
of Bean Bag Toss, Pumpkin Bowl-
ing, Musical Chairs, Pin the Hat on 
the Pirate, and many more! Chil-
dren will receive tickets for each 
game they win or participate in, 
and they will then get to use these 
tickets to “purchase” all types of 
different prizes such as candy, 
bubbles, temporary tattoos, prin-
cess crowns, and much more!

Along with the games, each 
child will get to decorate a minia-
ture pumpkin to take home with 
them! In addition to games, priz-
es and pumpkins, there will be 
loads of Halloween themed snacks 
such as spider cookies, pump-
kin cupcakes, and “Ghost Blood”.

Now this night is not just for the 
kids, trust us, we know adults like 
to have fun too. And what’s bet-
ter than enjoying yourselves while 
your kids are occupied with games 
and snacks?  We will have a kid 
free “Adult Corner” with Hallow-
een themed Mocktails and snacks 
for the adults as well! Don’t worry, 
the grownups get cupcakes too.

But wait! We almost forgot the 
most important part! The event is 
called Pirates & Princesses for a 
reason: There will be real life Pi-

rates and Disney princesses in at-
tendance! All kids (and those adults 
who are still young at heart) will be 
able to talk to, interact, and take pic-
tures with the Pirates and Princesses.  

We will have Jimbo the Button 
Man on site taking everyone’s pic-
tures and turning them into buttons 
and key chains for a small fee. Also, 
20 percent of everything he makes 
gets donated directly to the children’s 
hospital. How awesome is that?

Lastly we will end the night with 
a “Best Dressed” competition. There 
will be a small prize for the cho-
sen child and the chosen adult who 
show the most Halloween spirit and 
have the most creative costumes.  
Make sure to get creative! And there 
will be many gifts being raffled 
off for both adults and children!

It truly is going to be a great 
event and we hope it turns out 
successful. If you or anyone you 
know is interested in attending, 
you’re welcome to contact any ac-
tive member of Phi Mu Rho Beta 
at UM-Dearborn, or our Philan-
thropy chair, Janelle Hamood, at 
jshamood@umich.edu or (313) 
971-3361. Hope to see you there!
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UM-Dearborn Islamic Organizations host unity event

Thursday, October 9
-National Coming Out Day @ UM-Dearborn, 

11 am - 2 pm, UC Stage, email theinclude@umich.edu for details

-”Rip The Runway” fashionshow, Sponsored by the Black Student Union, 
Kochoff Hall A -  7 p.m. Doors open at 6:30 p.m.

Friday, October 10
COB Alumni Charity Wine Tasting and Silent Auction, 6 p.m. - 8 p.m., Michigan 
Rooms, call 313-593-5131 to register, cobalumniaffiliate@umd.umich.edu, http://

www.umdearborn.edu/cob/cobwinetasting

Monday - Wednesday October 13-15
The American Marketing Association at The University of Michigan-

Dearborn presents Market Week 
4:30-6 p.m. at the Fairlane Center campus in Dining Room D

Tuesday, October 7

-Cultural Student Organization Game Night, 
Student Org Center in the University Center, 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.

-“Beyond the Binary” with Robyn Ochs
05:30 PM - 07:00 PM, Kochoff Hall C University Center

Wednesday, October 8
-Cultural Spirit Day

08:00 AM - 09:00 PM, On Campus Everywhere

-The University of Michigan and the Council for Disability Concerns 
Presents Treatment of Eating Disorders, 12:00 PM - 01:00 PM, 1211 Mardigian Library

Photo courtesy of Ghadeer Alaradi

Students for Islamic Awareness and Muslim Student Association 
show unity at SUSHI event

By Ghadeer Alaradi
Staff Writer
 

The University of Michigan-Dearborn’s 
Muslim Student Association (MSA) and 
Students for Islamic Awareness (SIA) host-
ed Sushi: Bridging the Gap between Sunni 
and Shia on campus on Monday, Sept. 29.

  The event’s purpose was to bring stu-
dents from different sects together and to em-
phasize the similarities in a relaxed environ-
ment, while having discussions and eating sushi.

  MSA and SIA are two different Is-
lamic organizations on campus; one fol-
lowing the Sunni school of thought, and the 
other following the Shia ideology. Both stu-
dent orgs decided to hold an event bridg-

ing the two organizations together and 
thought it was important despite the grow-
ing sectarianism in the middle-eastern world.

  The event started off with the 
serving of sushi, with a background 
of relaxing authentic Japanese music.

  “I’ve heard about this event from 
a friend of mine that goes to Wayne State 
University,” said Tuqa Alfatlawi, a Uni-
versity of Michigan-Dearborn student.

  With all the conflicts in the middle-
east, Alfatlawi thinks unionization is a must. 

“With all the misunderstanding in the 
Middle East, I think it’s important to pro-
mote unity. It shows people that we’re 
standing together as one,” she said.

  Sawsan Edriss, a student from 
Wayne State University, said she heard about 
the event from the MSA on her campus.

  “Some people can be ignorant 
about each other’s beliefs, so it’s impor-
tant to keep a dialogue between Muslims 
in order to stand together,” said Edriss.

 MSA President Mariam Asadullah 
thinks that when two sects of Islam ex-
ist side by side, similarities can be made.

  She says “Displaying unity between the 
Sunnis and Shi’as is important because when 
we show everyone that we’re more alike than 
different, so many of our fundamentals line up.”

 Asadullah continues giving atten-
tion to the conflicts in the middle-east. 

“By having relaxed sessions like this Su-
shi event, with conversation and discus-
sion surrounding the similarities, it shows 
people that we are not like those fighting out 
there for all the wrong reasons in the Middle 
East . That’s the image I want to portray.”

“The image of Islam we would like to por-
tray is the one embodied by the Prophet Mu-
hammad and his family, which is logical and 
does not coerce,” said Aly Lakhani, the presi-
dent of SIA. “It embraces other ideologies, 
schools of thought and even other religions.”

 “This is just the beginning, there will defi-
nitely be more collaborations with the Muslim 
Student Association in the future, and we look 
forward to working with them!” said Lakhani.

By Craig Henderson
Student Life Editor

 
During my senior year of high school, I did not know what 

to expect after graduating and moving on to college. All I knew 
about college was that it was an atmosphere inhabited by peo-
ple of intellect who actually cared about their education con-
sidering a majority of them either were paying out of pocket or 
used financial aid.

 I loved, and still do love, the atmosphere of college because 
it can be a place where people want to exist  and socialize, un-
like high school where a few dozen of the students from each 
grade wanted to go home because they are bored or thought 
school was just a waste of their time.

 Similar to possibly many youths, I saw how college was 
portrayed on television shows and movies; the way many stu-

dents seemed like all they did was party, hang out with friends, 
and participate in school games led by student organizations.

 When I attended the two-year college, however, I was con-
vinced college life was exact opposite of what was portrayed 
on television. With over 15,000 students who had attended my 
two-year college, from what I had seen, approximately only a 
fraction devoted their time and effort to student life. This, to 
me, was disappointing.

 Furthermore, many students did not go out of their way to 
say hello or introduce themselves strictly for the fact that they 
were new and wanted to meet other students and connect, they 
did that because they had to.

 When I first started at UM-Dearborn, I was at first intimi-
dated because I was not used to so much student activity go-
ing on at the same time. So many students wanted to be a part 
of the college culture, talk about their summers and reconnect 

with the ones they had missed over summer break.
 The number of events on campus also astounded me. Every 

week, a student organization is always doing something to be 
involved with campus life; and in doing so, it makes this cam-
pus a lively environment with events where students want to 
interact and work together. That is what a campus needs.

 Sadly, before attending UM-Dearborn I have never had a 
student randomly approach me and introduce him or herself at 
an event for the reason of “just because.” You may be thinking, 
“This guy doesn’t get out much, does he?” Yes, I do, plenty.

 I believe students at UM-Dearborn have such a clear and 
product mindset, and that’s what, I think, makes this campus 
so great.

A transfer student’s story: What do I love 
about U of M –Dearborn?

Does your organization have an event 
coming up? If you’d like the MJ to 

cover it, contact 
umd.mj.studentlife@gmail.com

Photo Courtesy of Ghadeer Alaradi2nd from right: President of Students of 
Islamic Awareness Aly Lakhani poses 
with other students encouraging unity.
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Ricky’s College 
Football Picks Week 7
AP Top 25 and Big Ten

#1 Florida State @ Syracuse Florida State

#2 Auburn @ #3 Mississippi St Mississippi St

#3 Ole Miss @ #14 Texas A&M Ole Miss

#9 TCU @ #5 Baylor Baylor

North Carolina @ #6 Notre Dame Notre Dame

#7 Alabama @ Arkansas Alabama

#8 Michigan State @ Purdue Michigan State

USC @ #10 Arizona Arizona

Texas @ #11 Oklahoma Oklahoma

#12 Oregon @ #18 UCLA Oregon

#13 Georgia @ #23 Missouri Georgia

#16 Oklahoma State @ Kansas Oklahoma State

#19 East Carolina @ South Florida East Carolina

Duke @ #22 Georgia Tech Duke

Washington St. @ #25 Stanford Stanford

Illinois @ Wisconsin Wisconsin

Indiana @ Iowa Iowa

Northwestern @ Minne-
sota

Minnesota

Penn State @ Michigan Penn State

Overall: 67-21

Photo courtesy of AP
Dave Brandon (left) speaks to Brady Hoke (right) after a Michigan football game at Michigan Stadium.

For the first time since Sept. 19, 2012, No. 9 Madonna lost a 
home game. 

Madonna was defeated by No. 25 Davenport on Oct. 1, mark-
ing the first road win against Crusaders in team history. Davenport 
is 10-1 in conference play, while Madonna is 9-2, setting the stage 
for a remarkable finish for the WHAC championship. 

Davenport will put its five-game win streak on the line against 
Siena Heights on Oct. 8. Madonna will try to bounce back after 

their historic home win streak became a two-game losing streak 
(loss vs. Lourdes on Oct. 4) when it faces off against Northwest-
ern Ohio on Oct. 8.

The University of Northwestern Ohio Racers won their ninth 
game in a row in conference play Oct. 1, as they defeated the 
Cornerstone Golden Eagles. The Racers are second overall in the 
WHAC and 9-1 against conference teams. Their next game will 
be against Madonna on Oct. 8.

University of Michigan-Dearborn lost to Concordia Thursday, 
although the Wolverines did manage to win the second set of the 
game. Concordia pulled away at the end as they won the final two 
sets of the match. 

Colby DeMare led the Wolverines with 15 kills and Megan 
Ynclan had an additional 11. Becca Carley played well as she had 
19 digs. The Wolverines will face Indiana Tech on Oct. 8.

WHAC volleyball roundup: No. 25 
Davenport upsets No. 9 Madonna

Brandon leaves 
Hoke on hook

It has been one of the 
longest and craziest weeks 
in Michigan football his-
tory as the Dave Brandon 
and Brady Hoke saga con-
tinues. Not since Rich Ro-
driguez has a Wolverines 
football coach been under 
such scrutiny, and since 
Ed Martin has an athletic 
director taken so much 

heat.
The real question is, is 

it deserved? 
In the eyes of Michigan 

fans, it is. Brandon and 
Hoke have been connected 
at the hip when it comes to 
public relations and push-
ing the brand that is the 
Block M. Now it seems 
that connection is weak-
ening and Hoke is on an 
island. 

“Dave and I are very, 
very close, and we have 
a great relationship that’s 
built from respect, trust 
and character,” Hoke said 
on 97.1 the Ticket on Oct. 
2. “We value the leader-
ship that both of us have 
and the responsibilities 
that we have and we un-
derstand the demands and 

the expectations that we 
both have when it comes 
to Michigan football.”

Over the past week, 
Hoke is the only one to 
be in front of the micro-
phones of the “witch hunt-
ing” media and not behind 
a press release. Bran-
don finally made himself 
available on Oct. 2, con-
ducting individual inter-
views from the comfort of 
his office.  

It is unlike Brandon 
to dodge the media when 
things are going well, 
but as soon as the fingers 
are pointed at him, he’s 
proved to be a Copperfield 
performance — a disap-
pearing act.

After the fiasco that was 
the 1 a.m press release on 

Sept. 30, reporting the 
concussion of sophomore 
Quarterback, Shane Mor-
ris, Sept. 27 against Min-
nesota, Brandon is begin-
ning to show his hand that 
Hoke will not be returning 
as the coach in 2015.

“We feel strongly at the 
University of Michigan 
athletic department that 
coaches deserve every 
opportunity to compete 
through the season that 
they have prepared for and 
that their student-athletes 
are committed too, and 
then we evaluate coaches 
at the end of the season,’’ 
Brandon told the Associ-
ated Press. 

Now this may seem like 
normal speak from a guy 
who is under fire, but it 

is beginning to sound like 
Hoke isn’t his guy any-
more.

This is backed up by 
Alumnus and Donor, Ste-
phen Ross, who has donat-
ed over $200 million over 
the last couple of years to 
Michigan.

“(Brandon) will look 
for a Michigan person that 
will fit Michigan. That’s 
someone who doesn’t 
want to win at any cost. 
(Someone) who plays by 
the rules and doesn’t take 
shortcuts,” Ross told the 
Wall Street Journal in a 
recent interview. 

Why are they already 
talking about a new coach 
if Hoke is Brandon’s guy? 
Because the writing is on 

the wall. Hoke is on limit-
ed time and predicted fir-
ing at the end of the sea-
son and Brandon isn’t far 
behind. 

Michigan is bigger than 
all of them, and no one 
gets away with bringing 
shame on to the Michigan 
program, whether it be a 
terrible season or being in 
the news for the obvious 
player safety issues that 
have been displayed over 
the last two seasons.

Pointing fingers and 
blaming miscommunica-
tions and team doctors 
won’t help Brandon and 
Hoke keep their jobs, 
and Michigan fans are all 
ready for this era to be 
over. 

According to the calendar, it is officially the fall season. While the 
University of Michigan football team plays over in Ann Arbor, the Uni-
versity of Michigan-Dearborn fútbol team takes to the pitch in 2014.

The Wolverine-Hoosier Athletic Conference men’s soccer season 
began last month, and even though the season is still young, one jug-
gernaut has emerged from the rest of the conference. 

Davenport is the clear top dog in the WHAC, boasting an impres-
sive 10-1 record and are undefeated in conference matches. The Pan-
thers have outscored opponents by three goals or more in seven of their 
last eight games — the exception being their overtime loss to Indiana 
Wesleyan University. 

They have scored almost four times as many goals than those al-
lowed (44 to 12) and have outshot teams by over 75 goals. Davenport 
is, without a doubt, a well balanced team led by Midfielder, Dzenan 
Catic. With 17 goals and 38 points, he is easily Davenport’s strongest 
offensive weapon.

Behind Davenport there is a group of similarly talented teams, com-
posed of the University of Northwestern Ohio, Marygrove College, 
Madonna University and Aquinas College. 

Aquinas statistically performed the best out of this group, reaching 
25 goals and 61 points overall, although it has a poorer conference re-
cord with two losses and one tie. 

The other three teams have very similar stats. 
Madonna and Northwestern Ohio have each scored 18 goals with 

14 assists and totaled 50 points. Marygrove also has 18 goals but has 
racked up one more assist and point. 

As can be imagined, the records for these teams reflect their nearly 
mirrored statistics. Northwestern Ohio has the more respectable record 
of 6-2-1. Madonna and Aquinas are right on its tail at 6-3 and 6-4-1 
respectively. 

The outlier of the group is Marygrove with only three wins and eight 
losses to show for. Northwestern Ohio has the early advantage in con-
ference play as well with two wins and zero losses. 

Marygrove also has two wins coupled with one conference loss. 
Madonna is third out of this group with a single conference win and 
loss. Unfortunately for Aquinas interleague play has not been kind to 
them. It has accrued zero wins against their WHAC competitors along 
with one tie.

One team to watch in the coming weeks may be Indiana Tech. Al-
though its record is mediocre (4-2-1, 1-1 WHAC) in three of its four 
most recent games, Indiana Tech has played into double overtime twice 
with a single overtime game in between. And in the last two of these 
overtime matches, it has been victorious. Perhaps these grueling games 
will ignite a spark in the team and lead to improved play in against other 
WHAC. 

The final five teams may have not enjoyed the same successes early 
in this season, but there are still many games left. 

Of these teams, Lawrence Tech has the best record of 4-5 with an 
0-1 conference record. By contrast, Concordia has a 2-1 conference 

By Mitchell StapletOn
Guest Reporter

By GeOff Mehl
Staff columnist
@GeoffMehl

WHAC men’s soccer roundup
By SteVen ROBenaUlt
Guest Reporter

Men’s soccer roundup
continue reading online at michiganjournal.org
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Sexy Halloween costumes... ehh

Have an opinion? 
Have a voice?

umd.mj.opinions@gmail.com

By KELSEY  LEWCZYNSKI 
Staff Writer

That time is upon us again. Skeletons danc-
ing, pumpkin spice lattes, cornstalks randomly 
appearing where they shouldn't be, Hocus Po-
cus... and of course Halloween costumes; a 
combination that can only come to fruition one 
month out of the year. October is awesome.

Let's focus in on that costumes bit. For those 
of you who don't cosplay (which is dress up as 
characters in popular culture for conventions or 
for fun), Halloween time marks the only time 
out of the year where it's acceptable to dress in 
totally weird outfits and have no one bat an eye 

at you. There are some costumes that - right-
fully - earn derision, like costumes that are rac-
ist, sexist, inappropriate, or otherwise hurtful. 
In some circles, the "sexy" costume for women 
falls under the category of inappropriate.

I guess I'm not in that camp. I truly do not 
understand the anger towards these costumes. 
Yeah, it gets a bit ridiculous when there is a 
sexy version of literally anything you can 
imagine (like corn... literally a sexy ear of 
corn), I'm not going to deny that. I've done my 
fair share of eye-rolling. But you know why 
those costumes exist? It's because people buy 
them. Supply and demand, people. You have 
every right not to wear those costumes, but 
there comes a time when you insult the wearer 
and not just the costume.

I know plenty of women who immediately 
call the women who wear sexy costumes "sluts" 
and "attention whores" for simply wanting to 
dress in something goofy for Halloween. Last I 
checked, the women who buy sexy Halloween 
costumes know full well what they're buying 
and are not under some delusion that they're 

doing it for male attention. It's their money and 
their body, so let them dress how they want for 
one night, an ear of corn or otherwise.

Even though it may not seem that way, there 
are plenty of costumes that are more conserva-
tive and play more into the Halloween spirit 
of yesteryear. Clowns and witches and masks 
are always a popular choice. Be creative and 
make your own even. For me, I say have an 
adult Halloween however you want. Dress in 
purple balloons and go as a mound of grapes 
for all I care. For the most part, your parents 
have probably been having final call on all your 
costumes when you did the trick-or-treating. 

Now you have the opportunity to go all out. 
Don't hold anyone back because you don't find 
a certain costume to suit women. Don't accuse 
them of objectifying themselves if it's their 
choice to wear what they want. It's one day out 
of the year. Life is just way too short to get 
angry about this. Get angry about people who 
go in blackface. Get angry about people who 
dress as stereotypes or costumes of extremely 
poor taste. Get angry about people who treat a 
culture as a costume. You know what's not a 
culture? An ear of corn.

Sexy is here to stay for Halloweening grown-
ups who make their own money and buy their 
own costumes for one night of drinking and 
partying. In the words of Elsa (who probably 
has a sexy costume all herself, let's not doubt 
that), 'let it go'.

*And this should go without saying, but just 
because someone is dressed up as a sexy [fill in 
the blank] does not give you license to assume 
they're open to anything or license to consider 
it an invitation. Don't be a creep.*

“Last I checked, the women who buy sexy Hal-
loween costumes know full well what they’re 
buying and are not under some delusion that 
they’re doing it for male attention.”

Photo courtesy of Huffingtonpost.com
A ‘Sexy Olaf’ adult costume based on popular film Frozen. 

Photo courtesy of scoop.it

In college, and in life re-
ally, there is a lot of judgment 
of others based on looks and 
quick interactions. It’s not 
fair, but it’s the truth. You 
see a man alone in the street 
at night in shabby clothes; 
he’s probably going to be of 
concern. However, he could 
be a volunteer for neighbor-
hood watch. And the man on 
the sign in a suit, telling you 
to vote might, be the one you 
should look out for. We as a 
society need to focus more on 
the character of a person than 
the initial interaction. Stereo-
types can go both ways. I be-
lieve it’s just as bad to think 
someone is a bad person based 
on their job or skin color as it 
is to think someone is a good 
person for the same reasons.

It’s qualities like hones-
ty, loyalty, and compassion 
that we should judge others 
on. And you can’t have one 
without the others. A com-
passionate and loyal liar is 
still a liar. A truthful, loyal 
friend can still be cruel. There 
are no straight answers and 
it is very grey because ev-
ery single person you ever 
meet is different than the last. 

We are all judgmental to 
a point. It’s human nature. 
While we may judge people 
for their strange haircut or 
their lack of compassion to a 
child, it happens. And it will 
always happen. Positivity can 
be found in this, however. 
Having standards and judg-
ment can help to find positive 
people to have in your life. 

Also, having high standards 
for who you spend time with 
and give your respect will be 
the best way to have high stan-
dards and respect for yourself. 

 The 1980’s dark comedy, 
Heathers¸ is one of my favor-
ite movies of all time and not 
just because of a murderous, 
and ever so sexy, Christian 
Slater. It also stars Winona 
Ryder as Veronica,  a friend of 
a clique with each girl named, 
you guessed it, Heather. She’s 
the only non-Heather and be-
gins to see through their cru-
elty. When a prank trying to 
teach Heather a lesson goes 
wrong, she’s killed. It cre-
ates a killing spree that Ve-
ronica feels badly about but 
can’t stop because of Chris-
tian Slater’s dream gaze. Or 

something like that. The iro-
ny in all of this is that once 
these horrible people died, 
they were only loved more. 
No one saw through their 
cruelty and bad character and 
instead, created a lifetime of 
love and honor. It’s the per-
fect representation of why 
you should judge someone 
on their character and nothing 
else. That shows the true self.  

So girls, don’t fall for his 
lies. Boys, don’t fall for her 
cruelty. And everyone, don’t 
give any part of yourself 
who isn’t loyal to you. These 
all show bad character and I 
think we’ve all gotten enough 
of that from Brenda Walsh. 

BY SAVANNAH RHEINHART
Editor-in-Chief

“There are no straight answers
 because every single person you meet 

is different from the last.”

Character Analysis
I wish they would have taught this in lit class
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College Football 
Top Ten Poll

#1 Auburn (2)

Each Monday, members 
of the  Michigan Jour-
nal’s sports staff vote on 
college football’s top ten 
teams. A first place vote 
counts for 10 points, with 
the number decreasing by 
one for each rank lower.

#2 Florida State (1)

#3 Ole Miss (1)

#4 Mississippi State

#5 Baylor

#6 Michigan State

#10 Oklahoma

#8 Michigan State

#9 Oregon

#7 Alabama

Photo courtesy of Courtney Morrison
The UM-Dearborn volleyball team awaits a serve against Concordia on Oct. 1, 2014.

Volleyball falls to Concordia, Cornerstone 
and No. 25 Davenport; now 0-21 on season

The University of 
Michigan completed its 
most newsworthy week 
in recent history. From a 
Shane Morris concussion 
to helicopters circling the 
Diag in Ann Arbor cover-
ing a Dave Brandon pro-
test, Wolverines football 
has been under a ton of 
heat. 

Here is a timeline 
breaking down the most 
recent events. 

Saturday, Sept. 27 
— Michigan lost its first 
game in the conference 
schedule, falling to Min-
nesota 30-14, and losing 
the little brown jug to the 
Gophers for the first time 
since 2005. Quarterback, 
Shane Morris was left 
in the game after taking 
a hard hit, leaving fans 
and media suspecting a 
concussion. Head Coach, 
Brady Hoke said he didn’t 
know if Morris had a con-
cussion or not after the 
game.

Monday, Sept. 29 — 
Hoke went his scheduled 
press conference and made 
the quote “He hasn’t been 
diagnosed (with a concus-
sion)” two days after the 
game. Earlier in the day, 
he stated they would nev-
er put a hurt player back 
in the game. Players and 
coaches defended Hoke 
and his statements. Hoke 
said a statement would be 
released to media that day 
detailing Morris’ injury.

Tuesday, Sept. 30 — 
The press release. The 
athletic department and 
Dave Brandon released 
their statement at 1 a.m., 

stating that Shane Morris 
had been diagnosed with a 
mild concussion and that 
the lack of communication 
between the coaches and 
medical staff had failed, 
resulting in the issue of 
returning Morris to the 
game with a concussion. 
An estimated 1,000 people 
showed up on the campus 
in Ann Arbor in protest, 
calling for the job of Dave 
Brandon and Hoke. 

Wednesday, Oct. 1 —
Hoke held his scheduled 
press conference and had 
to address the media about 
why his information on 

Monday was contradic-
tory the information given 
out in the release from the 
University and the athletic 
department. Hoke said he 
did not feel left out to dry 
and that himself and Bran-
don have a good working 
relationship and that these 
lacks of communications 
will be fixed. 

Thursday, Oct. 2 — 
Hoke went on his weekly 
radio appearance on 97.1 
and had to address the past 
week and game against 
Rutgers on Saturday. He 
expressed that Dave Bran-
don does not run the foot-

ball program and that he 
makes the final decisions. 
He also reiterated that it 
was not his responsibil-
ity to know the health of 
every player and that the 
medical staff is relied on 
for those decisions. Bran-
don held interviews in his 
office to explain the situ-
ation over the past week. 
He said Hoke’s job is safe 
and that it isn’t fair to 
the program or kids if he 
fires a coach mid-season. 
He also expressed that he 
never thought of resign-
ing and that it was hurtful 
to his family that people 

were protesting to get him 
fired. 

Saturday Oct. 4 — 
Michigan played Rutgers 
under the lights in New 
Jersey. It marked Rutgers’ 
first Big Ten conference 
game in school history. 
Down late in the game by 
two, Michigan had a ques-
tionable catch called ruled 
incomplete that would 
have given them a first 
down in Rutgers territory, 
leading to a turnover on 
downs. Rutgers clinched 
its first conference win, 
26-24, against the Wol-
verines. 

Timeline: Morris 
concussion fallout

By VerOnicA rATeS
Staff reporter
@Veronicarates

The University of Michigan-Dearborn 
volleyball team is getting closer and closer 
to clinching their first win of the season, but 
fell short three times this week against Con-
cordia, Cornerstone and Davenport.

UM-Dearborn (0-21) hosted a whiteout 
against Concordia Oct. 1 and lost a close 
match in four sets, 25-23, 20-25, 18-25, 20-
25.

The Wolverines came out extremely 
strong and shut down the Cardinals in the 
first set, bringing out huge momentum fol-
lowing a 7-0 run to start. Concordia caught 
up fast but UM-Dearborn captured the first 
set, 25-23.

“We hit well,” Head Coach, Erick Stark 
said. “We were aggressive, we were aggres-
sive at the right things.”

Concordia fought back and won the last 
three sets to clinch the win.

Rebecca Carley dominated defensively 
with 19 digs. Colby DeMare made a state-
ment with 15 kills, followed by Megan Yn-
clan not far behind with 11 kills.

Two nights later, UM-Dearborn hosted the 
Golden Eagles of Cornerstone at the Field-
house and were swept in three sets, 25-16, 
25-13, 25-13.

It was an intense battle from the first 
serve. The Wolverines wanted the win bad, 
and it showed.

“They had some successes attacking the 
areas that we focused on early, when we got 
frustrated we got away from some of those 
areas.” Stark said. 

The first two sets showed a lot of heart 
from UM-Dearborn. There was not a single 
standstill moment from the squad as they 
dove for every ball and hustled after every 

play. It was focusing on the right details that 
helped the Wolverines put up a tough fight 
for the Golden Eagles.

Going by a point-by-point mentality 
showed high success early on for UM-Dear-
born, but in the third match looking at the 
big picture for a win caused Cornerstone to 
go on a 12 point run early on. 

“We were kind of focused on ourselves 
and working hard at each point instead of 
the whole match,” said Carley, who ended 
the game with eight digs. 

Ynclan led the offense with six kills. De-
Mare was right behind with five kills, with 
Kali Sclater following with three kills. 

UM-Dearborn fell to No. 25 Davenport in 
three sets, 25-12, 25-13, 25-18, Saturday.

UM-Dearborn hosts Indiana Tech on 
Wednesday, Oct. 8. The Wolverines will be 
honoring each player’s Most Valuable Pro-
fessor during intermission.

Rebecca Gallagher/MJ
Shane Morris during his first-career regular season start against Minnesota on Sept. 27, 2014. Morris was concussed during the game, leading to a 

week filled with national criticism towards the University of Michigan Athletics Department.

By geOFF Mehl
Staff reporter
@geoffMehl
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Photo courtesy of Paul Taylor
Ryan Urso bursts past a defender in UM-Dearborn’s 6-5 loss to Western Michigan on Friday, Oct. 3, 2014. The Wolverines split the series with a 6-2 win Saturday.

By ERick LEhMAn
Staff Reporter
@ELehman29

Sports

Men’s soccer still winless 
after 4-1 loss to Marygrove

The University of Mich-
igan-Dearborn hockey team 
split their weekend series 
with Western Michigan, 
dropping Friday’s contest to 
the Broncos, 6-5, in a shoot-
out, and taking the 6-2 win 
on Saturday.

The Wolverines got a hat 
trick from Gino Darin on Fri-
day night, who stepped up in 
place of an injured Jeremy 
Klotz. 

In the first period of Fri-
day’s game, the Wolverines 
scored two goals, one from 
Darin and the other from Mi-
chael Payne. 

The Wolverines led 2-1 
coming into the second pe-
riod. UM-Dearborn conced-
ed three goals in the second, 
but did score one from Ryan 
Kelly to keep the deficit min-
imal.

The third period was 
full of excitement, as Darin 

scored two goals for the Wol-
verines, including one with 
just under three minutes to 
go in regulation.

Wolverines’ senior Cap-
tain, Jase Paciocco, attempt-
ed a penalty shot in the third 
period but was unsuccessful.

After regulation the Wol-
verines led in shots 49-30, 
unable capitalize on the 
many scoring chances they 
had, Head Coach, Chris Hal-
tinner, was not pleased.

“We had nobody in front 
of the net, we need to get 
bodies in front of the net,” 
Haltinner said. “The times 
we do, if you’re not gonna 
get traffic in front, you’re not 
gonna get goals.”

The overtime period was 
uneventful. UM-Dearborn 
got four shots on goal, and 
Western totaled five, with no 
real scoring chances.

The game went to a shoot-
out, where Nathan Ferris was 
beat by Western Michigan’s 
second shooter, and the Wol-

verines were unable to score.
Ferris totaled 35 saves in 

the game.
It’s worth noting that 

Haltinner pointed out that 
Western Michigan’s Goalie, 
Brandon Haase, is an NCAA 
Division-1 goalie, and UM-
Dearborn scored five goals 
on him. 

Haltinner though was not 
pleased with his team’s over-
all performance.

“It’s unacceptable, it’s 
not our game,” Haltinner 
said. “It’s not the way we’re 
supposed to play. We didn’t 
bring it.”

UM-Dearborn rebounded 
in Saturday’s win, getting 
goals from Jeff McFarland, 
Kelly, Darin, Derek Kessler, 
and two from Paciocco.

UM-Dearborn faces 
GLCHL rival Adrian this 
weekend in a home-home se-
ries. The Wolverines host the 
Bulldogs 7:30 p.m. Friday, 
before traveling to Adrian, 
Mich. Saturday evening.

Q&A with UM-Dearborn Player 
of the Week, Andrew Palushaj

University of Michigan-
Dearborn hockey freshman 
Andrew Palushaj scored a 
goal and added two assists 
to lead the Wolverines to 
a weekend road split with 
Pittsburgh (Sept. 26-27). 

Following his perfor-
mance, Palushaj was nomi-
nated for the Michigan Jour-
nal’s third UM-Dearborn 
Player of the Week vote. 
With 49 percent of the vote, 
Palushaj won, and was rec-
ognized with the honor on 
Sept. 30.

Hockey Staff Reporter 
Erick Lehman spoke with 
Palushaj for a Q-and-A ses-
sion.

Q: Where did you go to 
high school?

A: Livonia Stevenson.
Q: Did you play hockey 

in high school, or did you 

play travel?
A: I played AAA for my 

first two years and then 
played my junior and senior 
year for my high school.

Q: When did you start 
playing hockey?

A: When I was 4-years-
old.

Q: have you played the 
same position your whole 
life?

A: Yeah, I have always 
preferred playing left or 
right wing.

Q: Favorite hockey team 
and player?

A: The Detroit Red Wings 
and my favorite player is 
Rick Nash.

Q: What are you major-
ing in?

A: Marketing.
Q: What are your 

thoughts on this team?
A: We have a great group 

of guys that really mesh 
well together and push each 

other each day to get better. 
With the skill that we have 
I think that we will make a 
great run for a championship 
and surprise a lot of people 
throughout this year.

Q: What is your biggest 
goal for the rest of the sea-
son? 

A: With my past of hav-
ing three knee surgeries, it 
would have to be staying 
healthy, so I can help con-
tribute to this team in any 
way possible.

Q: What is it like being 
an older player on the team 
but being a freshman? is 
the team giving you a lot of 
crap (other than klotz)?

A: It hasn’t been too bad. 
We have a pretty old team 
overall so I don’t get bugged 
about it. Klotzy just loves 
messing with me because 
he’s a part of the triple-
threat-trio with me and Ryan 
Urso.

Photo courtesy of pointstreaksite.com

UM-Dearborn freshman Andrew Palushaj during his time as a junior league hockey player.

SWEEP DE-NEIGHED

By ERick LEhMAn
Staff Reporter
@ELehman29

No. 23 UM-Dearborn vs. No. 10 Adrian
7:30 p.m. Friday at Fieldhouse

3:00 p.m. Saturday at Adrian, Mich.

This season has been a struggle for the Uni-
versity of Michigan-Dearborn men’s soccer 
team. Not only are the Wolverines winless in 
their first seven games, but are being hit with 
an injury bug that has sidelined a few starters. 

On Oct. 1, the Wolverines (0-7-0, 0-2-0) ran 
into conference foe Marygrove College (2-7-
0, 1-0-0) in their second home game, falling to 
the Mustangs 4-1. 

“They were quick up top and got a couple 
goals early,” said UM-Dearborn midfielder 
Brody Hall.

Marygrove led in shots on goal with an 
8-6 advantage. The game stayed even until 
the 27th minute when Haider Alzayadi fired a 
shot past Wolverines keeper Andrew Pietrzak 
to give Marygrove a 1-0 lead. 

The Mustangs would notch two more goals, 
both scored by Oneil Robinson, to end the first 
half with a 3-0 lead. 

The trend continued into the second half 
as Marygrove was able to score in the 56th 
minute to grow their lead to 4-0. The Wolver-
ines would find the back of the net in the 82nd 
minute after drawing a foul which gave them 

a free kick from 18 yards out. A rebound off 
the Mustangs goalie found the foot of Shahad 
Farahani, who fired it for his first goal of the 
season.

Sophomore John Mertic has been injured 
for part of the season, but was able to take the 
field against the Mustangs and made his pres-
ence felt. 

“He definitely brought a commanding pres-
ence, calmed everyone down and got us back 
to playing soccer,” said Hall. “He had a good 
defensive showing as well.”

As the struggles continue for the Wolver-
ines, senior Forward, Iris Mesic, knows what 
his team needs to do in order to turn the season 
around.

“We have to limit our mistakes and finish 
our chances in front of the goal,” he said.

Assistant coach Justin Hunter has another 
solution for UM-Dearborn.

 “We are too occupied with the score 
and scoring as opposed to playing well and 
connecting passes,” he said. “When you play 
well you will be rewarded.”

 The Wolverines will try and collect 
their first win when they travel to Indiana Tech 
Oct. 8  to play the Warriors. 

Hockey splits with Western Michigan
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