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2014 election results are in and major
changes are coming to our government
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BY ELIZABETH COBB
Staff Writer

As I hope many of
you know already, last
week, on Nov. 4, elections were held across
the country, including
of course, right here in
Michigan. This was actually my first election,
so I was sure to register
and do my research prior
to my vote. It was a very
exciting day for me, and
hopefully many of you.
It was a pretty big election for Michigan, maybe
not the biggest, but pretty important—governor,
senator, state representative, wolf ’s rights—
this year was crazy.
What does this all

mean for the state of
Michigan? Although we
may not always think
about it, a shift in political office really does affect everyone. I sought
out many students on
campus about their political views and whether or
not they voted, and I was
very surprised about how
few people take the time
to vote. So, here is some
brief information on the
stance of our most recent
and general political officials: Senator Gary Peters says that he not only
supports fair trade, but
also plans to work very
hard to bring back jobs to
Michigan from out of the

country, and hold those
companies accountable
for outsourcing Michigan’s jobs. He apparently helped bring the
Ford Focus from Mexico
back to Wayne County
plants. Peters also voted
for the Farm Bill, which
works closely with the
Michigan Corn Grower ’s Association, and
plans to strongly support Michigan’s agricultural economy. Peters
returned $500,000 to the
government last year to
reduce the deficit, and
supports the “Buffett
Rule” (Millionaires pay
at least the same tax as
middle class families).

He also is in support of
a low-cost health care
solution to Michiganders. He advocates for
“The Patient Protection
and Affordable Care Act
for the steps it takes to
make sure that health
care is more affordable
and accessible, and insurance companies can
no longer deny coverage
or increase rates if you
have a pre-existing condition or get sick, (PetersForMichigan.com).”
He also supports the
Great Lakes Restoration
Initiative, which invests
in cleanup efforts and
helps protect against the
threat of invasive species

like Asian Carp and algal
blooms in Saginaw Bay.
He also successfully led
the fight to ban directional oil and gas drilling
under the Great Lakes.
Governor Rick Snyder claims to encourage
an environment, which
stimulates job growth.
He also opposes gay
marriage and affirmative action, and vetoed
a total abortion ban bill.
He also hopes to provide
more legal representation for the poor and attempt to decrease the
production of drugs in
Michigan. He plans to
remove school boundaries, allowing anyone to

choose whatever school
they want to go to, regardless of where they
live. Snyder opposes the
restriction on the second
amendment right to bear
arms. Snyder approved
50,000 skilled worker
visas in hopes to repopulate Detroit and openly
encourages
inventors
and entrepreneurs to immigrate. He also plans
to extend unemployment
benefits. Snyder hopes
to end the Business Tax
and does not plan on
granting welfare benefits to individuals with
felonies on their record.

For more election results,
see page 3.
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Students’ Voice
What are your plans for Thanksgiving break. or what
are you most looking forward to?
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“I want to eat a lot of turkey, mashed potatoes,
stuffing, cranberries, and gravy.”
-Omar Sturm

“Spending time with my family”
-Jackie Sloan
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“I plan on watching the game with my family and friends.”
-Hadwan Hwadwan
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“I look forward to eating stuff.”
-Alex Reardon

“Eating my weight in food”
-Evan Mosley
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BY COURTNEY MORRISONStaff Writer

For any college student the
financial aid process can seem
overwhelming and tiring.
Lately, there has been a bit of
confusion regarding refunds
and financial aid here at the
University of Michigan-Dearborn, so I thought I would try
and clarify some of the issues.
Most students are expecting a refund because they re-
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ceived financial aid, but paid
more on their initial tuition
charges or they paid for their
classes and received another
payment type on a later date.
While the Financial Aid
Office (FAO) disburses funds
to student’s accounts they are
not responsible for getting the
funds directly to the student.
The Cashier’s Office (CO) is
the one responsible for get-

ting students their refunds.
After the FAO disburses
funds to students’ accounts, the
CO then runs a computer program that adds the student to
an upcoming refund run. The
CO runs the program twice
a week to check for refunds.
The type of refund can
greatly affect the amount
of time that it takes to
get
the
refund
back.

Noel Hornbacher, Director of Financial Services, says
that “The fastest way to get
a refund back is to set your
account up to direct deposit,
as mail makes it go slower.”
If you are expecting a
mailed refund check, expect
it to arrive in your mailbox between 10-21 business days. However, if you
are receiving a direct deposit

refund, you will see it back
within five business days.
Hornbacher gave some
possible explanations for refund delays as “A packaging
issue or verification issue.”
He says that he is “personally
pleased with the speed that the
refunds are being given at.”
According to the CO’s
website, if it has been longer
than 21 business days for a

mail refund or five days for a
direct deposit, students should
contact the Cashier’s Office
as most refunds that go missing are “a result of old/incorrect mailing addresses on file
or the direct deposit banking
info was entered incorrectly.”
While this may not answer everyone’s direct questions, I hope it clarifies
the issues for the majority.

Government employers show
opportunities for UM-Dearborn students

BY ADRIANA TROKA
Staff Writer

On Wednesday, Nov. 5,
the University of MichiganDearborn held a Government
Career Fair in Kochoff Hall B
and C with agencies and companies like Tardec, Fairfax
County Police Department,
U.S. Border Patrol, Peace
Corps, D.E.A. and many more.
Many of the career opportunities advertised did
not require a specific degree
in any field, however, training from the employer, and a
specified grade point average
(depending on career field)

was
mandatory.Applicants
must be United States citizens and age heavily mattered
when applying for a career
in one of these fields as well;
some jobs were 18 and over,
others were 21 and older.
For instance, Justin Mitchell, a workforce development
team leader, and lead Human
Capital Analyst of Tardec,
explained that many students that get accepted into
the summer internship, and
complete it, have been offered
jobs with Tardec as well.
Some eligibility requirements are such as: must be

a U.S. citizen at time of application, must be 18 years
of age or older, must have a
minimum cumulative grade
point average of 3.0 to 4.0,
and must have the ability to obtain and maintain at
least a secret security clearance with the government.
Air Marshal, Jon Haines
with the Transportation Security Administration (TSA), explained that the requirements
of obtaining employment
with the agency are students
who must be a U.S. citizen,
21 years of age, pass a background check and obtain top

Have an idea?

security clearance, and also
have a firearm qualification.
Detectives Roy Choe, and
Lam T. Nguyen, from Fairfax
County, Virginia, mentioned
that they are looking to add
about 100 new officers to
their family. Detective Choe,
explained that Fairfax county
is home to 4.2 million people, it has eight districts, and
about 1,500 sworn officers.
Michael Gall, an ex-volunteer, and a representative
of the Peace Corps, explained
that anyone can volunteer and
join the Peace Corps family.
Gall further explained that

the application process will
take about two to three months,
and afterwards, the applicant
can choose their destination, or choose to be placed
where there is a high need of
volunteers and complete the
two year program. Mr. Gall
also added that, the PEACE
Corps is responsible for any
expenses for the volunteer.
Dorian Bushi, an engineering student at UM-Dearborn
found the career fair to be extremely helpful. Bushi added,
“It is extremely important for
students to get a chance where
they can meet with possible

future employers in a more
relaxing atmosphere.” Bushi
declared that he was looking
forward to getting more information about TSA and Tardec.
Macies Pilipovic, a student
pursuing a career in the medical studies, wasn’t looking for
any specific agency, he visited
the career fair in hopes on
obtaining more information
in companies that he wasn’t
aware of and finding something that is intriguing to him.
Pilipovic explains that “I
am here to find something
that catches my eye, so far
I really like the D.E.A.”

November Student
Government Newsletter

Interested in covering campus
news, such as
Student Government meetings,
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Election 2014 results
Just in case you didn’t catch the election’s results:
Senate
The US Majority: Republican
Michigan: Gary Peters, Democrat
Governor & Lieutenant Governor
The US: Republican
Michigan: Rick Snyder/Brian N. Calley, Republican
Secretary of State
Ruth Johnson, Republican
Attorney General
Bill Schuette, Republican
Proposals 14-1 & 14-2
Designated Wolf Hunting Season: No (55%)
Wolf as Fair Hunting Game: No (64%)
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BY SARAH ELHELOU
Student Government
President
Happy November! Our
Giving Tree is up for the
month of November and
the first week of December.
Twelve student organizations will be donating gifts
and placing them under the
tree right outside of the Student Organization Center.
The student organization who
donates the most gifts will
have the opportunity to donate the gifts to the charity of

their choice. This week SG is
co-sponsoring Philanthropy
Week with Greek Life. We
will be participating in a Penny War competition to raise
money for the Special Olympics. Student will also be donating cans for the Student
Food Pantry and raising money for Children’s Hospital
and other cancer foundations.
SG is really excited to be collaboration with Greek Life
and other organizations for
a great week of service! Student Government’s Commu-

For results more specific to your area, visit:
Oakland County
http://results.enr.clarityelections.com/MI/Oakland/54212/147497/en/summary.
html
Wayne County
http://www.waynecounty.com/clerk/1609.htm
Macomb County
http://www.macombcountymi.gov/clerksoffice/electiondept.htm
Washtenaw County
http://www.ewashtenaw.org/government/clerk_register/elections
Monroe County
http://www.co.monroe.mi.us/government/departments_offices/clerks/elections.
html.
President Elhelou and Senator Sareini stand
with the giving tree on the Second floor UC

nity Member of the Month is
Professor Lawrence Radine.
Professor Radine has showed
unwavering dedication not
only to his students but the
the health policy department
and CEHHS. He’s been a
great asset to campus and
we are sad to see him leave
on retirement in December.
Thank you Professor Radine,
for being an exemplarily example of what it means to
be an amazing educator.
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What Does it Mean to be a Fan?
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By KELSEY LEWCZYNSKI
Staff Writer

When I’m really passionate about something – books, food,
movies, what have you – I love to find people to talk with about
that thing. I could probably go on for hours about films I like,
songs I love, and bands I follow. So if I find someone who
claims to be a huge fan of the thing I’m a fan of, I’ll launch into
a huge introductory rant about how awesome the latest album
was or a mini dissection of teaser trailers for the next greatest
summer blockbuster.
Imagine my disappointment when I get a nervous chuckle
back with, “oh, I just like that one song a lot.”
But you said you were a fan. Correct me if I’m wrong, but
considering the word “fan” is short for “fanatic”, shouldn’t
your knowledge of a band being greater than one popular song
on the radio? Shouldn’t you be able to talk about more than one
film by a director? Shouldn’t you have tried more than Taco
Bell if you claim to like Mexican food? Come on now, you’re
just killing my passion here. You’re like that guy that goes to
the concert and only knows one song and keeps shouting for
that song to be played. Like, what are you doing?
I guess sometimes this thought pattern can be a bit unfair,
and it’s sometimes used to exclude people from conversations
because they don’t have an encyclopedic knowledge about certain topics. I know I’ve been glanced at like I don’t belong in
heavy discussion of pre-80s rock music. I have huge comic

book fans as friends who weren’t believed when they said they
have huge collections because they were attractive women.
I’m sure examples are all over the place. Calling someone a
“fake fan” (dangerously close to “fake geek girl”, isn’t it?) is,
at times, an attempt to exclude. Lame. But I don’t think that
mindset is black and white.
There’s a difference between not having seen the entire filmography of Christian Bale or Meryl Streep and saying you’re a
fan of his or hers, and claiming to love Lana Del Rey when you
only know “Summertime Sadness”. When I gush over Hayao
Miyazaki to you and I learn that you, a self-proclaimed fan,
only have seen “Spirited Away”, I get momentarily bummed
that our conversation was cut short. However, I’ll only sprout
buds of indignation when you stoutly refuse my offers to check
out more of his collection and still call yourself a fan.
Liking something and calling yourself a fan of something
is not the same thing. The difference between the two is liking implies superficial interest. A fan implies that you’ve built
appreciation for it. There’s an evolution into becoming a fan.
Hell, it can be very short. Ever heard of binge-watching? Like
just taking down an entire series in a weekend? That is a fan.
Watching two episodes in three months? You like it, if that.
Difference. I’m really patient with new fans who sometimes
slip up a fact or five because I can see the excitement in their
eyes that mirrors mine when I was at their level of engagement.
I can connect with that.
Yeah, it sounds nitpicky as hell, but I simply don’t think
“fan” should be a catch-all term for someone who has positive feelings towards something. That could make me a fan
of candles, washing machines, and traffic lights. If I hear that
you like Wes Anderson movies but haven’t seen anything other
than “The Darjeeling Limited” and are unsure of where to continue, I’m actually more accepting of that because that means
you’re eager to try new things, to become a fan. And I will
happily lead you to discover more. Being a fan means bonding
with other fans. It’s inevitable. We want to bond.
Of course, this is a cautionary tale to those who want to
“educate the uninitiated.” Only push when you are given permission to do so. Don’t take ambivalence as ignorance. People
know what they like. If they are looking for guidance, then
provide it. Otherwise, it’s probably best to back off. Don’t pub-

licly humiliate someone wearing a Nirvana t-shirt from Forever 21. Sometimes fashion is fashion. I don’t get why you’d
wear band apparel for a band you don’t listen to, considering
plenty of people will use it to start conversations and break the
ice, and you’re opening yourself up to awkwardness, but whatever. That’s just me. I’d never insult you or make you jump
through hoops or, God forbid, quiz you. Don’t be that guy.

“But you said you were a fan. Correct
me if I’m wrong, but considering the word
“fan” is short for “fanatic”, shouldn’t your
knowledge of a band being greater than
one popular song on the radio? Shouldn’t
you be able to talk about more than one
film by a director? Shouldn’t you have
tried more than Taco Bell if you claim to
like Mexican food?”
Let’s wrap things up. Just to make things clear, I’m not going to tell you to your face that you aren’t a real fan. Relax.
But I’m probably going to think it. It’s what whiny, annoying,
vanguard fans do. They are constantly battling emotions. We
gripe. We recognize that people like different things different
ways. We all have that one thing we love more than anything
that we want to protect, so if someone isn’t a fan of it and badly
misinterprets it under the guise of being a fan, then problems
arise. And that pisses true fans off because we have to rush
and defend our fave because some moron doesn’t know what
they’re saying. We understand that sometimes we sound really
petty.
Above all, it’s okay if you’re not on the same level of fan
as someone else, if you’re just starting out. You don’t have to
pretend to love something just because I lose my mind over it.
Going with the group or falling to peer pressure to fit in isn’t
right. If you don’t believe yourself to be a fan, big deal, you
aren’t one. I’m not going to pretend I’m a fan of Taylor Swift
just because I like a few of her songs. Be honest. If we can’t
bond over one thing, I’m sure we can bond over something
else. Just like fans should.
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By SAJA ALMUSAWI
Guest Writer

Ever since I was little girl, possibly
even an infant in my mother’s womb,
my parents and relatives all wished I
would become a doctor. When I visited my grandparents at five years
old, they would ask about my studies
in kindergarten and if I was planning
on becoming a doctor. When I entered
middle school and my aunts came
over, they would give me 10 dollars.
My mom would make me give it back
to them but they insisted that I would
pay them back when I became a doctor. Even my grandfather (before he
passed away two years ago) who had
glaucoma, told me to become an Optometrist so that I could fix his eyes.
My family already had a few doctors in our extended family, but I
guess that wasn’t enough! This is not
an uncommon thing for Arab Americans. A lot of my other friends, who
are also Arab regardless of their sex,
have been told countless times by
their relatives and families to become
doctors. You could say this concept
was pretty much engraved in my mind
since birth.
This fascination with becoming
a doctor is a bit excessive in Dearborn. Of course becoming a doctor

Expectations Run High
is a wonderful occupation where you
can save peoples lives constantly. But
what about other professions? How
come teachers are always put down as
being a career with an easy major? In
my opinion, I believe that teachers are
the ones who should be paid the most.
They are the ones teaching the next
generation, so that generation will
change and impact the world. Then
you have engineers, lawyers, business
people, psychologists, etc.
There are a million other careers
you can do! Pick the career that you
are passionate about and love. Don’t
worry about success that will follow.
If you’ve always wanted to be a doctor, then I wish nothing but success as
you go along this long, yet rewarding
journey. But if you don’t want to be
a doctor yet your parents are pressuring you, you better speak up now and
tell them the truth. If not, you might
change careers four years and many
loans later, or you might somehow
manage the perseverance to finish
medical school but then hate your job.
There is also the highly glamorized vision of becoming a doctor.
One reason why Arab parents might
want their kids to become a doctor is
because of the title. Like oh you’re
a doctor now so we have to call you

doctor and that means you are more
important than other people. Parents
love to brag about their kids and telling other parents that their kids are
doctors might make them think they
are cooler or better than those parents.
Sure becoming a doctor makes a
lot of money and you get to live in a
nice house. But you have to do things
that you don’t necessarily want to do
when you walk into work. You will
see and even smell nauseating things
that you didn’t want to. There could
be emergency calls at night that you
have to attend to. It’s a pretty hectic
career; that is why doctors are paid the
big bucks!
I hope the takeaway from this is to
be sure in what you want to pursue
and research, instead of just assuming. So if you want to be a doctor, do
it because you love to and are passionate about it. Don’t do it just because of
the money and to please your parents.
Of course money and pleasing your
parents are important factors to consider, don’t just make that your only
reason. To all the doctors-to-be out
there, I commend you on your dedication in pursuing this career and good
luck to you. And to all other students,
I hope you will excel in your career as
well and rise to the top.
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“This fascination with becoming a doctor is a bit excessive in Dearborn. Of course becoming a doctor is a
wonderful occupation where you can save peoples lives constantly. But what about other professions?”

By RAPHAEL DAVIDOV
Guest Writer

I carry many things throughout my life that
I hold dear. Some are simple memorabilia,
others are precious items that I bought or gifts
that I treasure to this day. They are not necessarily sentimental items, but they seem to
give me strength whenever I look at them or
play around with them before I get on with
my life. As each item is associated with a different idea and emotion such as courage, dignity, or perseverance, I tend to refer to those
items whenever I feel that I am lacking any
one of those coveted feelings. Perhaps, of all
the items that give me strength is my bookshelf.
I bought this bookshelf from a bankrupt
bookstore, “Off the Beaten Path,” which sold
steampunk memorabilia. The bookcase represents for me curiosity and intelligence every time I look at its streamlined lacquered
shelves. The fact that it is so large and full

The Things I Carry

of books that I have yet to read, gives me the
feeling of yearning to read one, even when I
am backed up by school work. It also serves
as a way to distract me from the gripping pull
of the idle chatter of social media and my legions of Firefox tabs in order to inform me
of what is truly important - my education in
college and beyond.
Besides having the bookshelf to remind
me of getting back to my schoolwork, I also
have a set of amber prayer beads that are
considered a mark of wisdom in my culture.
I always wanted to have a pair of this type
of beads because they might help me to think
along and rid me of my occasional writer’s
block or mental stagnation. Although I knew
that scholars used them to help them focus
on their prayers, these prayer beads are extensively used in Christianity, Buddhism, and
Islam. I did not know that my people, the
Juhurim of Azerbaijan, had also used them
to rid their minds of worry. I still use these

beads from time to time, but the magic that
I initially felt about them fell away and they
are nothing but a large shiny chain of tree sap.
Perhaps when I learn more about my Judaism,
I will find a serious use for these prayer beads.
Aside from items relating to the cultivation
of the mind, I do have some items that are
tailored for the refinement of the body. One
of which are my pair of light-green Nike Free
running shoes. The Nike Free shoes represent
for me freedom because in order to be truly
free, one must be strong and independent. As
the shoes conditioned my feet to be stronger,
I was able to run faster in my normal, cushioned running shoes and hence felt as lighter
and freer than before. Although I am not as independent as I wish to be in several aspects of
my life, I still remember my Nike Free shoes
and the rush of the wind, as I raced with them
around the subdivision, luckily without any
neighborhood dogs rushing to my side.
The last thing of importance that I refer to

would be my iPhone. Many people may state
how crucial a piece of technology is to their
lives, but for me, the iPhone represents a shift
in thinking and habits, both good and bad.
This slick piece of sophisticated plastic represents security and versatility to me because
the apps can be truly lifesaving in certain situations. To some, the iPhone can be thought
of as a digital Swiss army knife, designed to
create shortcuts in life, much like a computer
hacker could tear and mend a program to attain a desired need. While most of my friends
feel the constant pressure to buy new Apple
technology in order to feel part of a more upto-date circle, I still keep my older iPhone 4S
since it has most of the software and hardware
that I could want from a smartphone. I cannot
imagine seeing any form of digital technology
as little more than quick means to an efficient
end, so I will not bother to purchase another
iPhone unless the need arises.
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By ANISA ISMAILAJ
Guest Writer
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Sexism and the Sciences

There is a gender imbalance happening at
the University of Michigan-Dearborn. Computer science was once a field where women
thrived. However, since 2002, the number of

women attaining a bachelor’s degree in the
field of computer science has decreased. This
shift is strange when we look at history. The
first computer programmer, Ada Lovelace,
was a woman, as was Grace Hopper, the first
compiler of a computer programming lan-
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guage. But why are we seeing a decrease of
women in this field?
This underrepresentation of women in the
field of computer science can be intimidating
to prospective students who want to pursue
computer science.
Female computer scientists and engineers
find themselves alone in a room swarmed by
males, taught by a professor who is often a
male. In such an environment, harassment
and sexism are likely to brew.
With the existence of a gender gap in
computer science at the university, you can
almost guarantee there being some form of
sexism. Whether you’ve experienced it first
hand or not, it exists. I’ve taken several computer science courses my first two years at
the university and have seen sexism take
place firsthand in the classroom.
When a friend of mine stated that her major was computer science, a male classmate
followed up by saying, “You’ll go far as a
woman in computer science.” The idea that
your gender will land you a job instead of the
potential and skills you have is insulting.
To further the argument, I’ve had personal
experience with sexism in my own computer
science classes. I was one of two women in
my CIS 200 course. Throughout the semester,

the professor would make comments that no
one seemed to pay attention to at the time. He
stated that the two women in the class should
not drop the class because then “there would
be nothing to look at.” Hearing that from a
professor was astounding. To see that kind of
behavior being condoned sets an example for
other male students in the class to think that
behavior is appropriate – but it’s far from appropriate. It’s disgusting and degrading.
Furthermore, more comments about the
women’s appearance in the class were made.
The professor drew attention to a woman’s
appearance as he mentioned something that
she did to her hair. A more comical, yet still
degrading situation occurred when professor
asked a student to open the door, and a female volunteered and was unable to open the
door. The professor commented that a man
should try instead, and backed up his comment by saying, “not to be sexist.”
These kinds of comments and behavior
make for a terrible learning environment.
It makes it difficult to enjoy going to class.
But moreover, it displays the overflowing attitudes that are still underlying in the engineering field. That makes it difficult being a
woman engineer.

New Election, Old News

By ZAC PALMER
Staff Writer

Let the 2016 campaigning begin! The commercials and calls
are over, but we won’t have to wait much longer for them all
to begin again. Next time with even more vigor though, due to
the fact that 2016 is a presidential election.
This time around we spent $3.7 billion. The Republicans
were the winners in the money coming in with $1.75 billion,
while the democrats were only able to round up a scrawny
$1.64 billion. Those numbers are up from the last election, as
our two major political parties know how the game is played.
When you win the money game, chances are you’re going to
win the election, and that rang true for the Republicans in the
2014 election.

“Gridlock has become synonymous
with Congress for the last few years.
Now that both houses belong to the
same party it may not be as bad, but I
remain unconfident that we will come
to compromises on issues and actually
get things done.”

Going into the election the outlook for the Democrats
was bleak, as they were most likely going to lose the
Senate to the Republicans. After the votes were tallied,
it was clear that the Republicans had gained the majority in the Senate, and they will now control both houses
of Congress.
How much of America actually cares about our government though? One easy statistic that answers that
very question is the voter turnout rate. 36.6% is your
answer. Out of all the eligible voters in the country about a third of us cast a ballot for this year’s
election. Congress’ approval rating is about 14% right now. If
America disapproves so strongly of what our government is
doing, then why do more of us not vote?
Younger voters are the biggest culprit of them all. According to exit polls, voters under thirty, represented only 13% of
the voters. Our election results could have been much different
if all of us went out and voted. We need to get out there and
vote. There is no excuse for not voting. If you’re over eighteen,
let your voice be heard.
Democrats in particular were unenthused to head to the polls
this past Tuesday, while Republicans held steady and or voted
more than normal. That certainly explains why pretty much
any race that was close went to a Republican.
Our government will look and behave a little differently
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now that the Senate has switched hands. Mitch McConnell
will most likely be our new Senate Majority Leader, and John
Boehner will remain Speaker of the House. Now instead of the
Republicans filibustering anything the democrats propose, it’ll
be the opposite.
One major issue that the Republicans ran on is the repeal of
‘Obamacare’. Their success in pursuing this objective though
will certainly be blunted by a filibuster in the Senate, plus
President Obama would never sign a full repeal of the new
healthcare law.
Gridlock has become synonymous with Congress for the
last few years. Now that both houses belong to the same party
it may not be as bad, but I remain unconfident that we will
come to compromises on issues and actually get things done.

A Good Possibility That It’s Love
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By MARIO PARODY
Guest Writer

If it was possible, shouldn’t someone own
a Ferrari once in their life? Or a Bentley? A
Porsche? When I’m old and drooling in an
armchair somewhere, and cars have become
floating pods, I won’t regret that I never had
a Ford Fiesta ST or a Scion FR-S or any
number of other cars that I currently admire.
I will probably have forgotten what kind of
engine made Mustangs so good, and that it
was possible to really trick out a minivan.
But for me, I might wish that at some point
in my life I had a Ferrari.
There isn’t really a wise reason I can think
of for having a Ferrari, and that’s why it
makes owning one all the more enticing. A
Ferrari is an almost embarrassingly noticeable consumer good, but driving around in
one should make you feel like a god, or at
least have you feel as though you finally
“made it.” A Ferrari, or any sweet and expensive car for that matter, that flashes past

you on the road or just chilling in a Subway
parking lot is a treat and can definitely make
anyone’s day.
The appeal of Ferrari and buying into it
brings out many psychological barriers, but
all of that is pushed aside by the experience
of being in one of its cars. Ferraris are definitely not like other supercars, not on a spiritual level at least. Someone at the factory
in Maranello, Italy is gifted with the ability
to take the sensation of driving and somehow make it feel ambitious, as if it wants to
conquer the road and the world. Something
about feeling every sensation in a Ferrari as
you’re in command seems more defined than
it is in any other car. Why I feel that way I
have no idea, and I’ve never been inside a
Ferrari, let alone drove one. As some might
imagine, what makes a Ferrari great is not a
matter of its brand image, its heritage and all
that prancing horse stuff; it really is something to do with its engineering and panache.
So in my world, every time I see a 458

Italia, my favorite of them all, I want one
really badly. The picture in my head of the
glossy-red, V-8 powered beast stays trapped
in memory for days, kind of like a bad hangover. While other supercars are also embedded in my brain, a Ferrari is still something
I wake up to a few days later with the heart
disease called love.
One of the debatable parts of the 458 for
me is the fact that in the interior the steering wheel has included some crazy functions
like you would find in a Formula 1 car. What
that means is that there are some knobs and
switches on the wheel and that there isn’t a
turn signal and windshield wiper stalk to get
in the way of the huge paddles for the gearbox. Heck, the turn signals are actually buttons on the steering wheel. It seems pretty
complicated at first, and probably frustrating
for the old and impatient, but many owners
seem to get used to it.
I’m also constantly confused by the ability of Ferrari’s designers to produce a car of

such good taste and then ruin it with decorations, including the many logos on the dash
and the plastic Ferrari logo on the radio (call
me crazy, but I judge cars based on their interiors too). If I’d just spent $230,000 on a car
I think I can remember who actually made it.
But I still can’t help liking it. I like that it
has a whopping 562 horsepower, and I like
that it has a flap that opens up in the exhaust
system that amplifies the engine note, which
is like walking towards the gym in high
school for a pep rally and opening its doors
to the sound of the school band playing. A
Ferrari is so magical that even Ferrari can’t
completely screw it up.
I realize that I’m just talking about one
specific brand here. All supercars are just
amazing. In many eyes they are definitely
better than anything else that you see out
there on the road. In my case though, the
458 is my favorite car of them all. So I think
I should have one…but I bet you a million
dollars that I never do.

“A Ferrari is an almost embarrassingly noticeable consumer good, but driving around in
one should make you feel like a god, or at least have you feel as though you finally ‘made it.’”
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Celebrated every fourth
Thursday in November in
America, Thanksgiving is a
holiday that revolves around
family, food and reflecting
on all there is to be thankful
for. It is a special time formally set aside to reflect on
the year before and think of
all the fortunes you possess
both intrinsic and extrinsic.
Gratitude is an attitude that
should be adopted each and
every day not just on Thanksgiving. Gratitude has the miraculous power to uplift you
on even the gloomiest days.
By focusing your eyes and
mind on having to be thankful, you can instantly lift your
mood and disposition. Generally, people who practice
intentional gratefulness and
thankfulness are much happi-

By Matthew Lemmer
Guest Writer

Over the weekend I went
to the movie theater to see
“John Wick” with a couple
of my friends. I had hardly
heard of the movie and had
only seen one trailer, but going into it I had high expectations for a fun action thriller
and was not disappointed.
John Wick, played by
Keanu Reeves, is a former
hit-man that managed to get
out of the business and settle down, get married, and
buy a house. However, the
job seems to follow him as
a few thugs do some rather
awful things and take everyBy Desiree Hoy
Guest Writer

Have you ever heard a
song that completely changed
your mood and gave you an
optimistic attitude for the remainder of the day? If you
have, I’m sure it sounded a
bit like this “I’m never gonna
look back, Whoa-Oh, Never
gonna give it up, No-Oh,
Please don’t wake me now.
This is gonna be the best day
of my life, my li-i-i-i-i-i-ife!”
I’m sure you’ve all heard this
song before, but what you
haven’t heard is who the guys
are singing this smash song.
Being a true believer of the
words you sing isn’t a quality that every artist possesses. The All-American band
American Authors are truly
the definition of believers.
I recently had the pleasure

Give Thanks, Give Back

er than those
who do not.
In the spirit of Thanksgiving and giving back we
have included some upcoming opportunities in and
around the metro Detroit
area to help those in need.
1.Gleaners Food Bank
Gleaners Food Bank is a
vital component of our community and has various locations in the metro Detroit area.
You can organize a group of
friends or go alone to fulfill
many necessary tasks in order to get food out to people
who need it most. Available
volunteer jobs include sorting and packing food, staffing
special events, and/or helping with office work. If you
want to help out but don’t
have much time, you can also
donate food or give financial

of “provide food, shelter, and
services to intervene where
homelessness and substance
addiction occur.” For over
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Headquartered in midtown
Detroit near Cass corridor,
Detroit Rescue Mission Ministries was founded in 1909 to
fulfill the tough undertaking

105 years they have been successfully giving back to the
Detroit area with integrity
and immovable tenacity. And
this holiday season you have
a chance to volunteer and be

a part of this life
changing organization. Volunteers are able to serve hot
meals to the homeless and
hungry as well as donate
food, toiletries, and hygiene
kit items. Not only that, but
those who are skilled and
enjoy working with their
hands are needed for things
like carpentry, carpet installation, electrical repair,
and gardening at their various shelters in and around
the Detroit area. To sign up
for volunteer opportunities
or for more information
please visit www.drmm.org
3. Meals on Wheels
According to their website, Meals on Wheels is “the
oldest and largest membership organization supporting
the national network of more
than 5,000 Senior Nutrition

Programs that operate in all
50 states and U.S. Territories.” The program has been
providing hot meals to people
bound to their homes since
the 1940s, helping bring a
smile to the faces of millions
in more ways than one. This
year you can assist with the
food giving efforts by making
a monetary donation and or
volunteering to drive and deliver meals. To donate or sign
up for deliveries please visit
their website at mowaa.org
The opportunities listed
above are just a few of the
ways you can give back to
the community and the less
fortunate. Not only that but
many of these are not bound
to the Thanksgiving season
and can be done year round.

ever with this movie. There
were some women dressed
in some tight, slightly revealing clothing in a small part in
the movie, but aside from that
there was nothing else sexual
about the movie. The directors found a way to make a
good movie without relying
on sex to sell tickets! The
movie is not without its pitfalls though, as there is a lot
of foul language throughout.
Aside from that, this movie
was generally very clean.
So walking away from this
movie I have learned three
things. One, is that despite
catching a lot of flak through-

out his career, Keanu Reeves
can play an action hero really
well. Two, is that apparently
there is a hotel for hit-men to
come sleep at, while they are
put on the job! And finally
three, is that the action movie
genre is not dead and, if I can
say one thing about this movie, it’s that it was wildly entertaining, and I’d recommend it
to anybody looking to have a
good time! I give this movie
a very solid nine out of 10.

John Wick: Movie Review
thing from him that has
any meaning in his life.
The thugs had no idea who
they were messing with and,
when their boss found out
who they had disturbed, he
ordered for reinforcements;
he knew that Wick was coming for them. Here we see
John Wick gathering up all
of his gear and getting ready
to strike back against his attackers. At this point in the
movie, the high-octane violence riddled revenge mission ensues and does not let
up until the end of the movie.
The plot for this movie
was unsurprisingly simple,

but that’s ok, because I went
to the movie to watch some
bad guys get beat up, not get
blown away by the amazing
story. I was not disappointed
as this movie had everything
from realistic fighting sequences to bullet filled firefights. One of the things that
I found to be most satisfying
was oddly enough one of the
smaller details of the movie,
but they actually had John
Wick reload his gun! I don’t
know how many movies I’ve
seen where action stars have
seemingly bottomless bullet
clips and can fire their gun
endlessly for the entirety of

the 93-minute run time. This
movie was full of small satisfying details like this, and
one of them was the much
needed element of occasional
humor, which complimented
the story nicely and made
for a much more enjoyable
movie going experience.
Another thing that I appreciated about this movie was
how clean it was by way of
sexual content. Usually when
I see an R- rating slapped
unto a movie, I expect to see
copious amounts of nudity
and have everything become
over sexualized. I was very
pleasantly surprised, how-

Best Day of My Life

guitar, and Sanchez’s
of hearing them perdynamic
drumming
form, and can give
skills, they collectively cresome insight on who they
ate a sound that is completereally are behind the music.
ly their own. It’s not hard to
The band consists of four
see how they’ve risen to the
members; Zac Barnett (lead
top of the alternative rock
vocals), James Shelley (lead
charts in multiple countries.
guitar, banjo), Dave RobAlthough they’ve received
lin (bass), and Matt Sanchez
moderate reviews from mu(drums). They all started
sic critics, they have fantastic
playing music very young,
reviews from a wide range
around seven or eight years
of fans and iTunes listeners.
old. Being from different
parts of the country, they were
One of my favorite performances was the song
able to come together to cre“Luck” off their album “Oh,
ate that amazing sound about
seven years ago at Berklee
What a Life” that was released in March of
College in New York.
Hoy pictured here with the American Authors. Photo courtesy of 93.9 the River
Although, they’re all
this year. “Luck” is
the most heartfelt yet
currently based in New
ence in a very down-to-earth tion humorous, and charming?
upbeat
rock
song I’ve ever
York, Barnett shares signifi- and humble way that made
With Barnett’s amazing
cant ties to Detroit stating that me immediately feel like I vocal pitch, Shelley’s cool heard; Barnett mentioned
his mother is from the Motor could’ve easily known them acoustic-sounding
banjo, that the song is about famCity. They spoke to the audi- for years. Oh, and did I men- Roblin’s unique mini bass ily. From Detroit their tour

By Jenna Wos
Staff Writer
Under an arch outside London’s Buckingham Palace, a
red-headed teenager makes
his home for the night. Keeping warm by sitting under
a heating duct, he scribbles

contributions to Gleaners.
For more information visit
their website www.gcfb.org
2.Detroit Rescue Mission

the words “It’s not a homeless life for me, it’s just I’m
home less than I’d like to be.”
With hair matted on the
side of his head from lack
of showering, he grabs his
bottle of alcohol and
his guitar and moves
on to his next stop underground. He sleeps
on the train, goes
to a session, sweats
on stage, drinks and
sleeps on the train.
Years later he is
back at Buckingham
Palace, but in a situation that couldn’t be
further removed from
his days of sleeping outside. At the
Queen’s
Diamond
Jubilee Concert in
2012, Ed Sheeran
performs in front of
thousands of fans.
“At 16 years old,
yeah,
I moved out of
Photo courtesy of Jenna Wos/MJ

continues to the rest of the
Midwest and then over to
the UK, where they’ve become quite popular as well.
The American Authors
came up with their name, because they have a story to tell
through their music, so they
felt “Authors” was appropriate. Listening to their music,
I believe they tell a story of
limitless possibilities, dedication, self-confidence, love,
and ultimately one of the most
difficult things to get a handle on in life; perseverance.
I asked Shelley and Rublin
if they had any advice for the
students at the University of
Michigan-Dearborn, and they
replied “Hang in there guys!
Hustle, work hard, follow
your dreams, and don’t ever
let anyone tell you can’t.”

Ed Sheeran
my home. I was Macy Gray,
I tried to say goodbye and I
choked. Went from sleeping
at a subway station to sleeping with a movie star and
adding to the population.”
In his song, “Take it Back,”
Sheeran raps about his life before stardom and how it shaped
him and his attitude. This and
many other songs, all strung
together with clever lyrics,
allow his listeners to learn
about his history and habits.
Growing up in Framlingham, Suffolk, England,
Sheeran comes from a background in art. His father, John
Sheeran, is an art curator, his
mother, Imogen Lock, a jewelry designer, and his older
brother, Matthew Sheeran,
a post-graduate music student and classical composer.
Sheeran began playing guitar at a young age and writing
and recording music in 2005,
when he released his first in-

dependent EP. In 2008, he
moved to London and began
playing shows in small venues and making connections.
“I didn’t have anywhere to
live for much of 2008 and the
whole of 2009 and 2010, but
somehow I made it work... I’d
go out and play a gig, wait until
5 a.m., when the underground
opened, sleep on the Circle
Line until 12, go to a session,
and then repeat. It wasn’t that
bad. It’s not like I was sleeping rough on the cold streets,”
he said in his new book, “Ed
Sheeran: A Visual Journey.”
In 2010, Sheeran flew to
Los Angeles to play a poetry
night. He continued playing open mic nights around
the city and was eventually
spotted by Jamie Foxx at his
club, the Foxxhole. Foxx offered Sheeran his recording studio and a bed at his
home for the rest of his stay.
Sheeran released two

more
independent
EP’s
that year, and his fan-base
grew thanks to YouTube.
In 2011, Sheeran signed
with Asylum/Atlantic Records. Today, at age 23, he is
headlining his own tour across
North America and Europe.
“See the flames inside my
eyes, they burn so bright…”
Standing solo at center stage
in the heart of the arena, he
belts out the lyrics to his
opening song, “I’m a Mess,”
and strums powerfully on his
acoustic guitar. As fiery as
his red hair, passion blazes
from Sheeran as he performs.
Wearing a hoodie, jeans
and sneakers, he is surrounded
by two standing microphones,
two acoustic guitars, one electric guitar and a loop pedal- a
device that allows him to record sounds and play them on
a loop, whether it be a guitar
riff or vocals. Recording harmonies with his voice, melo-

dies, and beats by playing or
drumming on his guitar, he is
an astounding one-man show.
“For four years I never had
a place to stay, but it’s safe to
say that it kept me grounded like a paperweight,” he
sings in “Take it Back.”
Lyrics like this show
Sheeran’s feelings towards
his life and career and how
determined he has been
and continues to be. With
his latest album, “X,” read
as “multiply,” his work includes four albums, four
EPs, and one collaboration
project with various artists.
With a huge repertoirefrom acoustic and folk to R&B
and hip-hop- Sheeran’s music, poetry, and British accent
come together to create unique
songs fueled by his past.
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Guest Writer

YouTube is essentially an
Internet giant for storytelling and web communication.
When telling a story, the narrator or YouTubers, take their
resources and tell a story with
them. One crucial aspect is
taking something and bringing
it to a personable and narrative level for the world to see.
Whether it be gaming,
beauty, comedy, or anything
else it is important for the
YouTuber to use the tools
given to them to convey messages they feel need to be
expressed. In return, if communication is properly used,
an audience will hear that
message. Often times, people
share stories as they have
done for as long speech has
been around. There is usually
a purpose for sharing stories
and passing on information.
The Internet has proved
to be useful for many things,
but one of these things seems
to differ from others so far.
YouTube has become a creative outlet for many people,
and some of those people
even earn their livings from
the website. As people began to regularly upload
video content as a hobby
or with hopes of achieving
some higher goal, they were
referred to as a YouTuber.

YouTube: New Age Storytelling

Whether one has an interest in makeup, gaming, or
news updates, there is without a doubt a YouTuber that
regularly talks on the subject.
Videos and content producers
are spread around like wildfire over the Internet and before long, some
of these YouTubers
have
almost a cultlike following.
There are even
some creators
that
receive
more viewings
than
television shows on
average. Internet content has
taken over the
21st
century,
and it is moving at an alarmingly quick rate. Communication seems to be an
expedited interest of the public that is being molded and
shaped to create and form
new ways of expression.
Jenna Marbles, one of the
most subscribed to females
on YouTube, first gained
popularity with her video entitled, “How To Trick People
Into Thinking You’re Good
Looking.” It went viral with
over 50 million views, and

she became well-known online almost overnight. Currently, she has over 14 million subscribers for her new
videos that are released every
Wednesday. Typically, Jenna
will talk about whatever she’s
thinking about, or something

in education. Humor being
communicated from her videos has expanded wildly over
the last few years and has
lead YouTube in directions
never imagined at its origins.
If you don’t know who
YouTuber Tyler Oakley is, it
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along the lines of a
comparison between how
men and women do two
things differently. Her spontaneous, witty, and even vulgar
humor has caught the attention of many. However, she is
not to be discredited for what
her messages conveyed. She
has had plenty of opportunities to develop critical skills
for essential communication
in her schooling, and she currently has a Master’s Degree

is only a matter of time before
the networking genius reaches technology near you. Being a Communication major
from Michigan State, he has
surely flown to YouTube stardom with his insight and education in the field of verbally
being himself. With nearly
six million subscribers on his
YouTube channel and various
other millions on a variety of
other networks, he has risen

to become a figure of Internet
expressionism. This 25-yearold Michigan native gracefully and blissfully talks to
his audience that he refers to
as “my people” on a daily and
weekly basis. YouTube has
truly opened doors towards
whole new levels of
communication on the
Internet and messages
that can be spread. So
what kind of message is
he spreading to millions
of people, you might be
wondering? He often
makes note of things like
positive self image, enjoying life, celebrity related stories, and if that
is not enough, he recently raised over $500,000
for The Trevor Project,
a charity that supports
struggling LGBT youth.
One YouTuber that has
taken over in the beauty guru
area of YouTube is Bunny
Meyer, or Grav3yardgirl. She
is a 26-year-old Texan who
has over four million subscribers, posts four to five
times a week, and has even
been recognized by her local
news. Some of her popular
video series include: “Does
This Thing Really Work”
where she tests As Seen on
TV products, “Outfit of the

Day (OOTD)” where she
shows an outfit she put together and how to do so, and
even certain “Haul” videos
where she informs the viewer of good deals or good articles of clothing and where
she purchased them from.
YouTube originated as
a hobby for her and before
long, it became a full time
job to produce videos, which
range anywhere from 300,000
views up to nearly 3,000,000
views. Fans and subscribers
of her channel are referred
to her as members of her
“Swamp Family”, and if one
is to subscribe they are said
to “Give an angel its wings.”
Bunny’s tactful communication and the ideology of being apart of something has
certainly showcased her potential. One interesting fact
about her is that she usually
does not collaborate with
other YouTubers, which is
a method of gaining subscribers, but she has gained
the four million subscribers
mostly from her own communication to her viewers.

Fury Blasts Its Way Into Theatres
By Colin M. Colbeck
Guest Writer

There are some films out
there that try to show you
the bright side of war, the
glory and prestige of battle; however, David Ayer’s
newest triumph “Fury,” is
not one of those films. Taking place in Germany, in
the spring of 1945, the film
shows you the dark, gritty
side of war that changes
men, and tells you the cold
hard truth of World War II.
The film centers around
Sgt. Don ‘Wardaddy’ Collier,
played by Brad Pitt, and his
five-man squad manning the
tank named “Fury” towards
the end of the war. After losing the tank’s assistant driver,
young Norman, played by
Logan Lerman, is assigned
the spot. With its team in
tow, the Sherman tank treks
By Kaitlyn Walker
Guest Writer

The house lights flickered off. A gentle hum resonated through the air. The
fog was too thick to see
anything on stage. Everyone went silent waiting for
the band to start the show.
As 10 o’clock inched
closer, the fog grew thicker, the humming became
louder, and the lights sluggishly faded to black.
The crowd waited in anticipation of what was about

to happen. Bouts of cheer-

across the front, taking on
an overwhelming number
of enemies. Ayer takes you
on a journey
with these men
through the battlefields of wartorn Germany
and paints a
portrait of violence and brutality with the
blood of fallen
soldiers on the
tip of his brush.
The acting
of Pitt, Lerman,
Shia LaBeouf,
Michael Peña,
and Jon Bernthal manages to
draw you into the story and
illustrates the terrors of war
through the eyes of the soldiers fighting it. Pitt astounds
you with his role as Wardad-

dy who plays the father-like
figure. As the leader of the
squad, he takes the lives of

those under his command into his hands
and does whatever he
must to make sure that they
make it back home. Peña and
Bernthal play the roles of Tri-

tic Boyde ‘Bible’ Swan, the
tank’s cannon operator grasping tightly to his faith despite
all he has seen and
been through. Before
these men can make it
home, they must take
the rookie Norman,
played out in a landmark performance by
Lerman, and teach
him to block out his
conscience and do
whatever he must
to get the job done.
The cinematography of the film is like
watching a real battle
destroy everything
around
you. The bullets
Photo courtesy of circletheatre.ca
whizzing past your head
and explosions engulfseen and done it all with the ing the air around you. The
blood on their hands to prove film is shot in a fashion like
it. LaBeouf plays a fantas- no other. From the camera
ni ‘Gordo’ Garcia and Grady
‘Coon-Ass’ Travis, the tough
as nails operators who have

angles of the scenes inside
the belly of the tank, to the
shots taken down in the mud,
you are given the perspective
of the soldiers fighting and
left with knots in your stomach and sinking in your chest.
“Fury” is an all around excellent film with all the makings of a classic. It leaves you
with knots in your stomach,
and a heavy heart at the edge
of your seat. It is war shown
that few films have ever been
able to illustrate before. It
takes you to one of the darkest places in history and
shows you a story that in the
end will leave you both entertained and physically, as well
as emotionally exhausted.

The 1975 Rock The Fillmore

ing came and
went. The excitement was
almost too much to handle. They were coming.
Suddenly lights exploded
on stage and the show began. People danced and sang
along while snapping pictures
or taking videos to remember that night. One thing was
for sure: they had arrived.
The
1975.
The up-and-coming British
band took the stage in downtown Detroit Tuesday, Nov. 4.

Opening for them were two

bands also on the rise: Young
Rising Sons and CRUISR.
Despite the fact that the
doors didn’t open until 7 pm,
fans were lined up outside
the theater as early as noon in
hopes of getting a glimpse of
the band members. They were
bundled from head to toe
in heavy winter clothes and
blankets to fight off the cold
air. Many carried umbrellas
as well to stay dry through
the off-and-on rain showers.
The line to get in wrapped
around the building and
ended several blocks away.
“I’m happy we decided
to get out here when we
did. I can’t imagine being
farther back in the line,”
said a young girl who
stood at the middle point
of the enormous line. She
had been there since 3 pm.
The 1975 got their start
in Manchester, U.K. in
2002 when the four band
members met at school.
They started out doing
covers of punk songs at
gigs arranged for the underage youth. Things
quickly took off from there

as they mixed music
styles influenced by Michael Jackson, Motown,
and the Rolling Stones
with their punk sound.
In 2012 the band released their first song,
Facedown. Three more
tracks were released
before the band made
their way to the U.S
on tour. Their selftitled debut album
was released in 2013.
“This is about the
pursuit of joy not
about
the
pursuit
of ego,” said lead singer,
Matt Healy in an interview.
After the show kicked
off on Tuesday, the crowd
enjoyed rocking out to the
songs for hours. About halfway through, Healy asked the
audience to put away their
phones and cameras, to resign from clapping along and
cheering and simply listen to
the music. Healy sat on the
edge of the stage and proceeded to sing a soft, slow song
that mesmerized the crowd.
“I’ve never been to a concert where they asked every-

Photos courtesy of Kaitlyn Walker
one to just listen to the
music without having
tures to the crowd, “because
their phones and stuff out.
we built a proper fan base.”
It was beautiful,” Meagan
The band promised to reThomas, a student at Eastern
turn for shows in the future,
Michigan University, said.
but not until a new album
Phones
and
cameras
is recorded and released.
were difficult to use most
Matty Rayle, 19, a student
of the time due to the thick
at Wayne County Community
fog and strict use of backCollege, said, “They better
lighting during the night.
hurry up and make that new
At the end of the night,
album. I’m already experiencright before the last song,
ing post-show depression.”
Healy addressed his fans, “We
don’t get a lot of media coverage. We’re not that mainstream. We get this,” he ges-
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Indian Festival Diwali celebrated at UM-Dearborn
By Craig Henderson
Student Life Editor

Craig Henderson/MJ

The winner of the Rangoli contest was a design of Ganesha, Lord of Success, by Bhavah
Naidu, Yashodara Prabhuzayante, Gayatri Yeola, and Radhika Sawant.

Craig Henderson/MJ

Members of the Indian American Student Association and the Indian Graduate Student
Association perform a dance routine for the Diwali festival at UM-D Saturday, Nov. 8,
2014.

On Saturday, Nov. 8, the Indian American
Student Association (IASA), in collaboration
with the Indian Graduate Student Association
(IGSA), hosted Diwali, Festival of Lights,
at the University Center in Kochoff Hall.
According to kids.nationalgeographic.com, also called Deepawali, translated to ‘row of clay lamps,’ is a festival
that lasts five days. Indian citizens light
lamps outside their homes to keep away
spiritual darkness. This Hindu holiday is
equivalent to Christmas for Christians.
This Indian holiday has many similarities
to Northern America’s Christmas such as
family togetherness, fireworks, lighting decorations, bonfires, distribution of candy and
sweets, and most of all, to worship Lakshmi.
The Hindu belief is that the Goddess
of Wealth and Beauty strolls the planet
looking for homes where she will be invited. The lamps and lights are meant
to give her the invitation to come in.
The holiday celebration at the University of Michigan-Dearborn started with
a welcome from Vice President of ISGA
and the Vice President of IASA. The introduction included India’s National Anthem and four videos that showed recognition for Diwali from President Barack
Obama, Kitkat, a clip explaining the holiday celebration by national geographic,
and a video featuring a speech from the
Prime Minister of India to the Indian Army.
Reetha Raveendran, Director for Student Engagement, also gave words of welcome and said, “The turnout with this
event is amazing with the number of students, alumni, parents and families.”
Raveendran says that the difference
with celebrating the holiday in the United States is that it’s not with family. Con-

sidering many of the attendants shared the
same religion and culture, she continued,
“In terms of celebrating, breaking bread
together is the same. Friends become family when you’re not away from home.”
The festivity continued with a rangoli competition. This contest was designed to give hands on experience for
something Indians do during Diwali.
Rangoli is drawn at the entrance of the
house to welcome goddess Lakshmi.
There are various rangoli designs and some
draw Lord Ganesha and other draw designs;
the artwork varies on the skills and talents
of individuals working on rangoli. Plenty of
groups drew Lord Ganesha as part of their
rangoli; however, a few other groups chose to
do miscellaneous works of art such as a soccer field or the University of Michigan logo.
President of the Indian American Student Association, Drashti Patel, says,
“The turnout was really good.” She
added that her favorite part of the Hindu holiday is all of the Diwali festival.
Engineering student, Shiva Teja says that
the different colors with rangoli also reflect
Indian diversity. “The different colors in
Rangoli make our lives colorful. They represent different Gods and cultures as well.”
Arundhathi Hadagali, Vice President
of IASA, says this is her first year being a
part of IASA and she is surprised with how
many people came. She continued with,
“My favorite part about Diwali is being
with my family. When we come together,
we make time to cook, pray to Goddess
Lakshmi and light fire crackers at night.”
Vishnu Makam, Vice President of
IGSA, shared that lighting the clay lamps
and fireworks are his favorite parts.
The winner of the contest was a design of Ganesha, Lord of Success,
which had a yellow circle outline with
red coloring and a blue background.

Student Organization Advising Council encourages Student Orgs to reach out
By Craig Henderson
Student Life Editor

The Student Organization Advising Council (SOAC) is a university sponsored organization
(USO) that helps provide funding
for recognized student organizations (RSO). They also promote student life on campus and work with
USOs and RSOs in order to do so.
This year, Abeer Yassine, Chairwoman of SOAC, says she wants to
be more interactive with student orgs
to change how the SOAC is viewed.
She says the SOAC has been labeled
as “The bank of student organizations,” and Yassine does not want that.
“I think it is important to be engaged with what we are helping
fund,” she said. A few types of funding they give goes to conference trips,
socials, fundraisers, cultural and
social awareness, and much more.
The SOAC also has some involvement with a few of the events during
Philanthropy Week such as Polar
Pies and Half the Sky, which took
place on Nov. 10, and the Card Competition taking place on Nov. 13, run
by Tau Kappa Epsilon and Phi Mu.
A few past events the SOAC has
funded include a visit from a Florida
Hypnotist on Tuesday, Oct. 28 and
the Diwali event on Saturday, Nov. 8.
With the help of SOAC’s Greek

chair, Social/ Political Activism chair,
Religious/
Spiritual
chair, and Cultural
chair, SOAC plans to
engage with different organizations by
brainstorming and collaborating together to
create one large event.
She commented
with, “This collaboration would make sure
there is a lot of inclusion, diversity, and
a lot of great activities happening on our
campus that maybe
some organizations did
not think of before.”
The SOAC is additionally
planning
to have an optional
budget
submission
that helps plan early
on in the semester,
think about the programs
student organizations want
to schedule, and then secure the
funds from SOAC if they need it.
To keep student organization budgets in order, Yassine suggests having weekly meetings with their executive boards and members as well.
“I think it is very important
to utilize their resources at hand

with
other
SOAC board
members during the warmer
months.
These
events would
be about doing
more with students and informing them
about
what
the SOAC is,
what they do,
and how they
want to provide support
for the student
organizations.
She said, “The
ultimate goal
is to improve
campus life.”
For Yassine,
she
says
it
is
Photo Courtesy of Student Organization Advisory Council
very rewardwhether it be SOAC funding or even
ing when the
assistance from the Office for Stu- SOAC helps fund an event and witdent Engagement, they can help us nesses a very successful outcome.
organize our events and help us plan
The SOAC is planning an event
matters out more,” said Yassine. next semester that includes recFor the 2015 Winter Semester, reational activities, competition,
the SOAC Chairwoman is consider- and a raffle. This event will allow
ing more collaboration events and different organizations to come
is currently brainstorming events together, compete, build relation-

ships, and potentially win a prize.
Yassine mentioned a few tips
for all student organizations:
1.
Student
organizations
should
submit
applications in a timely manner.
2. Do not forget the organization’s logo on the flyer!
3. Take advantage of the campus calendar to advertise events.
Yassine says she welcomes
and encourages student feedback; it lets her know what the issues are for student organizations
and what needs to be worked on.
She reports that, this year, the
SOAC has received a budget increase. Student Government set
out a proposal and petition to increase the student activities fee last
year by $5 dollars to help promote
student life. The increase for the
fee helped give SOAC a budget
of $100,000 this year. “I am really working close with the SOAC
board to make sure numbers match.”
Student organization leaders can
check out SOAC guidelines, applications, and resources at http://
umdearborn.edu/studentengagement/soac/. For questions regarding SOAC funding or event planning, students can email Abeer
Yassine at abeery@umich.edu.
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Latin American Student Association
Hosts Second Latin Night

Craig Henderson/MJ

Nadia Majed and Rayan Khalaf do the
salsa dance at Laitn Night.
By Craig Henderson
Student Life Editor

On Friday, November 7,
The Latin American Student
Association (LASA) hosted
their second Latin Dance
Night in Kochoff hall C of the
University Center.
Co-sponsored by the Stu-

dent Organization Advisory
Council (SOAC), the dance
night gave attendees the opportunity to learn various hispanic dances such as the bachata, salsa, cumbia and the
merengue.
Attendants learned these
dance moves from Maria
Maldonado and Disc-Jockey

Jose Perez, Director of Ballet
Folklorico Renacidos. Ballet Folklorico Renacidos is a
community organization in
Detroit.
For the first hour, with little to no experience, attendees
practiced the different dances
with multiple partners. They
were allowed to dance in

Craig Henderson/MJ

Candido Condori shows off his dancing skills by dipping his dance
partner, Carolina Noguez.

groups or in pairs.
LASA decorations filled
the room with different colored lights, paper flower arrangements, and paper lanterns to make the event festive
and welcoming.
LASA executive board
says that it was a successful event. November’s Latin

Dance Night was a prelude
to a formal Salsa Night on
Friday, December 5. All participants with Salsa Night
are expected to wear formal
clothing.
Those interested in LASA
have the opportunity to sign
up for the student organization’s newsletter. The letter

includes upcoming events
and how to get involved with
the Latin American Student
Association. Email lasaumdearborn@gmail.com to register.

Greek Life’s second annual Philanthropy
Week benefits charities
By Craig Henderson
Student Life Editor

On Monday, Nov. 10, Philanthropy Week kicked off its second
year with Greek Life’s Polar Pies,
sponsored by Delta Phi Epsilon
and Student Organization Advisory Council. For each donation,
a student was able to throw a pie,
the size of a paper plate, at a Greek
Life member in the face. The donations from Greek Life Polar Pies
went to Special Olympics Michigan’s annual Polar Plunge, which is
Greek Life’s official philanthropy.
Philanthropy Week is dedicated
to having one week recognizing
and celebrating all the philanthropic relationships that UM-Dear-

born has. The relationships are based
on hands-on service, raising awareness, doing advocacy work, and also
fundraising for the organizations.
Co-sponsored with Greek life,
Student Government’s Sarah Elhelou says they are mostly excited for
the penny war competition between
themselves and Greek Life. Both
Student Government and Greek
Life have the whole week to collect as many pennies as they can.
“Many different organizations are
coming together this week to do great
philanthropy work, so I’m excited
to see the outcome,” Elhelou said.
Student Organizations who are
involved are Greek Life, Student
Organization Advisory Council
(SOAC), Delta Phi Epsilon (DFE),

College Panhellenic, Student Philanthropy Council (SPC), Tau Kappa
Epsilon (TKE), Student Food Pantry, Phi Mu, Phi Sigma Phi, Delta
Sigma Phi, Phi Sigma Sigma, Theta
Tau, and Alpha Omega Epsilon.
The campus departments involved
are Office for Student Engagement,
Counseling and Disability Services, Institutional Advancement, and
Alumni Relations. A Conversation
on Race program during the week
is also a partnership with the Office
of the Chancellor, the CIViC and
the Office of Metropolitan Impact.
Other than Special Olympics
Michigan, many of the other outside organizations that will benefit
from the donations, services, and
activities students participate in

throughout the week are Suicide
Prevention, Children’s Miracle Network Hospitals, National Breast
Cancer Foundation Inc., Rape,
Abuse, & Incest Nation Network
(RAINN), St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital, and Vista Maria.
Events from last year which
are brought back for a second year
are Polar Pies, Delta Phi Epsilon’s canned food drive, Phi Mu,
TKE, and SOAC’s card competition, Delta Sigma Phi’s Miss Maize
and Blue Pageant, and the Random Acts of Kindness competition.
This year’s new events are Phi
Mu’s BDUBBS for the Kids, Phi
Sigma Phi’s Think Pink!, Half the
Sky Documentary and Discussion, “Detroit Unleaded” Screen-

ing and Q&A with Director Rola
Nashef, There Is Help presented
by UM-Dearborn Interfraternity
Council with Counseling Services, and Philanthropy Trivia hosted
by Student Philanthropy Council.
UM-Dearborn’s Coordinator for
Greek Life, Kristin McDonough
comments with her enthusiasm when
saying, “Philanthropy Week shows
different opportunities for students
to get involved on campus; to understand what the types of things that
student organizations are doing and
what they care about. It also gives
students the opportunity to give
back and be an active contributor
in our community and beyond. Philanthropy Weeks offers a glimpse of
what we care about as a campus.”

Photo Courtesy of UM-Dearborn Greek Life
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Michigan survives Wildcats,
10-9, in defensive battle

Rebecca Gallagher/MJ

Senior Frank Clark grabs the jersey of Utah quarterback Kendal Thompson during Michigan’s Week 4 loss to Utah on Sept. 20, 2014. Clark totaled eight tackles and 1.5 sacks against Northwestern on Nov. 8, 2014.
By RICKY LINDSAY
Sports Editor
@RLindz35

It took all 60 minutes for Michigan to stave off Northwestern on
the road and remain in contention
for bowl eligibility.
The Wolverines topped the
Wildcats, 10-9, Saturday after
senior Frank Clark snuffed out a
two-point conversion attempt with
three seconds remaining.
Clark totaled eight tackles and
1.5 sacks in a predominantly defensive battle. Fifth-year senior

Jake Ryan finished with 11 tackles and an interception. As a team,
Michigan totaled six sacks, two interceptions, and held Northwestern
to -9 rushing yards.
“Defense answered the bell
a lot,” head coach Brady Hoke
told mgoblue.com after the game.
“They faced some challenges,
some adversity and did a nice job
with it. But that’s why they came to
Michigan -- to play defense. And
so they count their blessings every
time they get to go out on that field
and play defense. That’s kind of

Craig Kaplan, the man behind
“White out, Dave out”
By GEOFF MEHL
Staff Reporter
@GeoffMehl

Before Michigan’s homecoming football game against
Indiana on Nov. 1, controversy was swirling regarding athletic director Dave Brandon and his position with the university.
During the week leading up the game, plans to protest
Brandon and his current position were in the works by students, alumni, and donors. The plan was to hold a “White
out, Dave out.”
The event was organized by Craig Kaplan, a University
of Michigan senior who was part of the previous protest
held on campus by roughly 1000 students a few weeks prior.
On Oct. 31, the day before the homecoming game, Brandon announced his resignation as the athletic director. This
of course, killed the protest, but it may have still had an
effect on the situation.
“When that news came out that there would be a whiteout, I think that was the final catalyst in removing Brandon,” Kaplan said. “Schlissel said in his statement that
Brandon began the resignation process Wednesday morning. The email that notified the signers of the petition of the
whiteout was sent out Tuesday night.
“I think it was the crucial point that pushed out Brandon.”

the mindset and mentality that this
group has had.”
Michigan’s offense struggled
throughout the game, which was
scoreless at halftime.
Fifth-year senior quarterback
Devin Gardner went 11-for-24
passing for 109 yards and two interceptions.
Sophomore running back
De’Veon Smith totaled 121 rushing yards on 18 carries. His 3-yard
run midway through the third quarter gave Michigan its first points of
the game.

“I thought he ran with a purpose. I think the guys up front did
a nice job,” Hoke told maizeandbluenews.com. “I think a year ago,
this is kind of the game that Derrick (Green) and De’Veon both
started playing their best – or better
– let’s put it that way.
“But I thought he ran hard. I’ve
said before, he’s a hard guy to get
down. He breaks tackles.”
Michigan finished 1-for-12 on
third down conversions and failed
its only fourth down try of the day.
“I think it’s a byproduct of what

Kaplan’s motivation was clear as to why the protest was
necessary, and he knew by taking it to the Big House, their
message would be heard.
“It was the most effective way of bringing large-scale attention to the issue… it was a way to engage as many stakeholders in this vital issue as possible – students, alumni,
fans, faculty, staff, etc.,” he said. “It allowed for media to
have a specific event to focus on and allowed the leaders of
this movement to have a publicly stated and focused goal.”
Though it may seem like a protest that never truly happened may not have had an impact, it may have shown the
power of the student body.
“I think the influence of students is always there, it’s
just a matter of organizing people together as one unified
voice…this shows the power that students have on their
campus if they handle it in mature ways,” Kaplan said.
Along with a student influence, Kaplan felt that the
whiteout was a responsible and effective way to protest and
represent the university and its students.
“By being open, organized, democratic and respectful,
we were able to galvanize the stakeholders of the university
and represent the movement with maturity and that gave us
added validity,” he said. “Don’t throw rocks, make it personal or try to subvert the system.
“Without that validity, I don’t think this movement
would be as effective or would have transpired as swift as
the events did.”
After the resignation, there seemed to be a general sigh
of relief from the fan base, students, and alumnus. Kaplan,
who held a vested interest in Brandon’s removal, felt happy
and vindicated.
“I was overwhelmed with pride in our university for

Lacrosse wraps
up fall ball season
By RYAN PETRAS
Staff Reporter

The University of Michigan-Dearborn lacrosse team
had a very successful fall
preseason, finishing with a
5-1 record.
The fall season is treated
as a preseason for the lacrosse team, and games are
technically considered scrimmages. It gives the coaching
staff a chance to get everyone on the field and build up
chemistry for the season.
“Overall, it was a very
productive fall and we were
able to implement a lot of our
offensive and defensive systems,” said head coach Jason

Watts. “We still have a lot of
work to do, but we are farther
ahead than I was expecting to
be at this point of time.”
The team didn’t have a
full roster the whole preseason, but seven new recruits played their first game.
It’s the team’s first recruiting
class.
Watts is ready to see what
this team can do once their
health is restored.
“I am very excited to see
what we can do come spring
with a full healthy roster,”
said Watts.
The Wolverines competed
with CCLA Division-I level
teams in fall ball, such as

you do on first and second down. I
think that’s always part of it,” Hoke
told
maizeandbluenews.com.
“There’s certain down and distances that you really like to play
in. I think that’s part of it. We had
some opportunities, and it will be
interesting to watch it on the way
home, that we could have taken
advantage of.”
A 39-yard field goal by Matt
Wile with 3:10 remaining in the
game was enough for Michigan to
squeeze past Northwestern with a
win.

With two games remaining on
its schedule, Michigan has to split
in order to clinch a bowl berth.
Reaching the six-win threshold is
a goal the Wolverines hope to accomplish.
“We just want to make it to
the bowl,” Clark told mgoblue.
com. “We’re not going to the Rose
Bowl; we failed at that. We’re not
going to the Big Ten Championship; we failed at that this year.
All we can do is finish the season
strong -- beat Maryland and beat
Ohio.”

doing the right thing and making the tough decisions,” he
said. “I was proud of all the people that had reached out to
me and supported me as we worked to remove Brandon…it
made it so that all our work meant something.”
Now that Brandon is out and the search for the permanent athletic director is underway, Kaplan had a message
for all those involved in helping the protest along the way
and takes pride in being a student at Michigan.
“I’m proud of everyone who has been involved in this
whole movement, and I appreciate Brandon doing the right
thing and stepping down,” he said. “This is the university
that I love and which has been a major influence on me for
my entire life – I am just proud to have done my small part
in the bigger picture and history of this great university.”

Ricky’s College
Football Picks Week 12
AP Top 25 and Big Ten
# 1 Mississppi St. @ #4Alabama

Mississippi St

#2 Florida St. @ Miami

Florida St.

#5 TCU @ Kansas

TCU

#7 Arizona St. @ Oregon St.

Arizona St.

#8 Ohio St. @ Minnesota

Ohio St.

#9 Auburn @ #16 Georgia

Georgia

#11 Nebraska @ #22 Wisconsin
#12 Michigan St. @ Maryland
Northwestern @ #15 Notre Dame

Nebraska
Michigan St.

Washington @ #17 Arizona

Arizona

#18 Clemson @ #24 Georgia
Tech
Virginia Tech @ #19 Duke

Clemson

#20 LSU @ Arkansas

LSU

Rice @ #21 Marshall

Marshall

#25 Utah @ Stanford

Utah

Temple @ Penn State

Penn State

Iowa @ Illinois

Iowa

Indiana @ Rutgers

Rutgers

Overall

145-38

Notre Dame

Duke

Photo courtesy of Indira Cabello.

Ruben Cabello during the 2014 season.
Central Michigan and To- tices in January.
ledo, drawing Watt’s exUM-Dearborn starts its
citement. They also took on regular season against UNCDayton University, who fin- Charlotte and Davidson Colished No. 3 nationally in Di- lege in North Carolina durvision-II in the 2014 season. ing their annual spring break
The team will now take a trip. The games are currently
little break, resuming prac- schedule for Feb. 21 and 22.
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College Football
Top Ten Poll
Each Monday, members
of the Michigan Journal’s sports staff vote on
college football’s top ten
teams. A first place vote
counts for 10 points, with
the number decreasing by
one for each rank lower.

#1 Mississippi State (3)

Men’s basketball loses pair of tight games to Holy Cross, Purdue Calumet
Photo courtesy of UM-Dearborn men’s basketball

#2 Florida State

#3 Oregon

#4 Alabama

Senior guard Jamiel Strickland drives to the hoop in UM-Dearborn’s season-opening loss to Rochester on Oct. 28, 2014.
By GEOFF MEHL
is something we still have to develop…until we
With only a couple games left before UMStaff Reporter
find it we’re still going to see results like this.”
Dearborn opens up its conference schedule, it
@GeoffMehl
As a team, the Wolverines are averaging 62 will need to get on the winning side of the scoreThe University of Michigan-Dearborn men’s points a game, shooting just 39 percent from the board before taking on familiar opponents.
basketball team has got off to a slow start this field. They have been good on the boards, aver“It feels like every game we get closer and
season, falling to Purdue University Calumet 76- aging 36 rebounds and have outrebounded oppo- closer and it will come soon enough,” Cole said.
69 on Nov. 8 for their third loss in a row.
nents on the offensive boards.
“I think it’s something that will come with time…
The Wolverines also fell to Holy Cross ColDefensively the Wolverines have struggled. but for now, we can work harder to prepare so
lege on Nov. 7, 91-84, blowing second half leads Opponents are shooting 47 percent from the field, that the time comes even faster.”
in both games.
and the Wolverines have been outscored 122-103
Going forward, the Wolverines have three
Against Purdue Calumet, they were up by in the second half of games. Teams have shot games this week on their schedule, including
15 points and let the game slip away in the sec- 45 more free throws than UM-Dearborn and are their home opener.
ond half. Sophomore guard Brandon Cole talked shooting around 70 percent from the line.
They host Grace College Tuesday and Rochabout some of reasons why the team is off to a
“The last two games really came down to ester College Wednesday, with both games tipslow start.
getting stops and being able to play defense with- ping off at 7:30 p.m. UM-Dearborn makes its con“I think we still have to learn how to win and out fouling,” said Cole. “We really struggled to ference debut Nov. 15 when it takes on Lourdes
close out games,” he said. “That winning instinct do both late in games, and it really did cost us.”
University in a road contest.

Men’s soccer
season recap
By JERAMY STOVER
Staff Reporter
@JStover96

#5 TCU

#6 Baylor

#7 Ohio State

#8 Arizona State

#9 Ole Miss

#10 Auburn

Every season is filled
with excitement and disappointment. Every team
hopes for less of the latter.
For the University of
Michigan-Dearborn men’s
soccer team, their final
week of the season was one
that won’t be forgotten.
Struggling for the first half
of the season, it seemed
as if the Wolverines playoff hopes were vanishing
quickly.
But on an October night
in Indiana, that all changed.
The Wolverines got their
first win: an important road
conference victory that
sparked belief that postseason play was possible.
With just one week left in
the season, UM-Dearborn
was in a thick race for a spot
in the Wolverine-Hoosier
Athletic Conference playoffs. It was inevitable that
the Wolverines needed to
win both remaining games.
They did just that.
With wins against Lawrence Tech and Concordia,
the Wolverines did what all
they could to give them the
best chance to make it in
the playoffs.
Unfortunately the other
games in conference did
not favor UM-Dearborn
and it fell short of the playoffs due to a tiebreaker. The
Wolverines finished the
year with a 3-11-1 (3-6-1)
record.
The Lows
The Wolverines started
the season 0-7. Allowing
four goals per game during
the stretch was a key contributor to the seven-game

Photo courtesy of Motor City Supporters

UM-Dearborn freshman Brody Hall (5) competes with a defender for the ball during the Wolverines’ late-season game at Madonna University.

skid. Fortunately for the
Wolverines, only two of the
losses came in conference
play.
Once conference play
started, injuries became a
factor. Starting forward Iris
Mesic was one Wolverine
to get bit by the injury bug.
His presence was missed
heavily when he was not on
the field.
Two
critical
games
for the Wolverines were
against Siena Heights and
Cornerstone. UM-Dearborn
was up 1-0 for most of the
second half against Siena
Heights, but the Saints
scored in the 86th minute
for a 1-1 draw. Cornerstone
defeated the Wolverines 3-0
in mid-October. This was
the loss that caused UMDearborn to miss the play-

offs.
The Highs
Since Oct. 8, the Wolverines went 3-4-1. Even with
more losses than wins, this
stretch gave UM-Dearborn
a great chance to make the
playoffs. Averaging 1.5
goals per game was a needed upgrade from 0.7 they
averaged before Oct 8.
The emergence of freshman Richard Hodnicki was
key, as he scored all four of
his goals in the eight game
stretch.
Head coach Matt Quirk
decided to move Nate
Syzmkowicz from defense
to forward for the last couple weeks of the season.
The move paid off in the
final game when Szymkowicz scored two goals in less
than two minutes to tie the

game against Concordia.
Stover’s Selections
Team MVP: Iris Mesic
It’s hard to not choose
Iris Mesic. The senior striker led the team in goals (5),
points (12), and shots on
goal (16). Mesic missed
one game and his presence
was dearly missed in a 5-0
loss to Madonna.
His four goals in the second half of the season was
a big factor in why the Wolverines even had a chance
to make the playoffs. Mesic
scored goals in consecutive
games twice during the 3-41 stretch.
Freshman of the Year:
Richard Hodnicki
Let it be known that
Richard Hodnicki will be
hard to deal with for years
to come. The 6-foot tall

freshman scored four goals
and one assist this season. Like Mesic, he scored
goals in back to back games
twice. The latter pair of
goals coming in the final
two games of the season,
the most important games
of the season.
Most Improved Player:
Andrew Pietrzak
Junior goalkeeper Andrew
Pietrzak
showed
strides of improvement
throughout the year. Assistant coach Justin Hunter
said that he improved his
soccer I.Q. from last year,
and used it to make smart
plays throughout the season. Quirk also noticed improvement from his starting
net minder. Pietrzak recorded a shutout in crucial game
against Lawrence Tech.
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UM-Dearborn sophomore forward Gino Darin slides during the third period of the Wolverines 3-1 loss to Robert Morris (Illinois) Nov. 8, 2014. Darin scored the Wolverines’ only goal of the night in the third period.

Robert Morris sweeps
hockey in physical contest
By ERICK LEHMAN
Staff Reporter
@ELehman29

The University of Michigan-Dearborn hockey team
was unable to avoid a weekend sweep Saturday night,
falling to the Robert Morris
Eagles 3-1.
The Wolverines were unable to finish in the offensive
end, posting 34 shots but only
scoring one goal early in the
third period.
The game was scoreless
through the first period, but
did not lack any hard hits.
Physicality for both teams
was on its “A” game as many
checks, and elbows for that
matter, were thrown.
“It was a hard fought
game,” sophomore forward
Gino Darin said. “Just a part
of the game, everyone was
getting physical. Gotta love it
though.”
Robert Morris opened up
the scoring for the game a
little over seven minutes into
the second period. It was the
second period’s lone goal.
Robert Morris scored yet
again 12 seconds into the
third period. The Wolverines

answered though, coming
within a goal after a slap shot
goal from Darin 50 seconds
later.
But the Eagles crushed the
spirits of the Wolverines two
minutes into the third period
to give themselves another
two-goal cushion, making
the Wolverines entire panic
mode.
“We did better than last
night. (We’re) not where we
need to be, but better than Friday night,” head coach Chris
Haltinner said.
Senior captain Jase Paciocco felt great about the team’s
start and believed based off
the strong first period, his
team was in line to avoid the
sweep.
“We came out hot, one of
the best starts of the year,”
Paciocco said. “We came
in 0-0, probably could have
popped a few in.”
The Wolverines finished up
one of the toughest stretches
in the nation this weekend.
Things won’t get much easier the rest of the season, but
it will be hard to compare to
the stretch the Wolverines just

went through.
“You look at the teams
we’ve played, they’re all Top
10 teams in the country, and
we beat the number three
team in the country,” Haltinner said.
Notebook:
Haltinner decided not to
pull goalie Nate Ferris down
by two goals late in the third
period. Haltinner cited the
way the ACHA rankings are
set up and how goal differential works, losing the game
3-1 is vastly different than
losing the game 4-1.
“Losing the game 3-1 is
almost like a tie,” Haltinner
said.
Paciocco and a few of his
Wolverine teammates were
part of a small disagreement
with a few Eagles after the
second period. There were no
fights, however.
“It was just filling a presence for our team really,” Paciocco said of the scrum after
the game.
Prior to the game, assistant coach Chris Zarb and an
unidentified player verbally
argued in the Fieldhouse concourse. Haltinner declined
comment on the matter.
“That’s a team thing, I’m
not gonna comment on it,”
he said. Darin also declined
comment after the game.

Ricky Lindsay/MJ

Jimmy Marchese looks on during UM-Dearborn’s 3-1 loss to Robert Morris on Nov. 8, 2014.

Ten losses against ranked teams shows
hockey isn’t ready to compete nationally

By RICKY LINDSAY
Sports Editor
@RLindz35

Contenders or pretenders?
When the dust settles following a brutal 14-game
stretch against ranked ACHA
teams, the University of
Michigan-Dearborn hockey
team will have a clearer picture of its identity.
Two more games remain
in that stretch, yes, but the reality is becoming a tough pill
to swallow.
After starting the season
5-1, UM-Dearborn (7-8-3)
has managed just two wins.
Since Sept. 27, the Wolverines have lost 11 games. Two
of said losses were in shootouts, and four were by one
goal.
UM-Dearborn is still
ranked in the ACHA Division-I Top 25 and remains a
hot commodity nationally.
But for how long? How much
longer can this team lose before it begins to unravel at
the seams?
Head coach Chris Haltinner ensured that he isn’t concerned with his team following UM-Dearborn’s 3-1 loss
to Robert Morris (Illinois)
Saturday.
“You look at the teams

we’ve played, they’re all
Top 10 teams in the country,” Haltinner said. “We’ve
took them to overtime, won
in shootouts. We just beat
the No. 3 team in the nation,
gave them their first loss.”
“Can you really look at it
and say that we’ve done that
poorly? No. Everyone has
their ups and downs. We’ve
survived the tough part, we
knew it would be tough.”
UM-Dearborn is nearing
the end of its brutal stretch.
But exiting with only two
wins — including an overtime victory against thenundefeated Adrian on Oct.
31— shows that the Wolverines are not ready to compete
nationally.
They will likely still be
ranked in the Top 25 when the
rankings are released Friday,
but this game is all about the
Ws. And right now, they have
10 losses to ranked teams, a
number that could increase
following a weekend series
against Western Michigan on
Nov. 14-15.
“We have the hardest
schedule probably in the nation,” sophomore forward
Gino Darin said. “When you
go through that stretch where
you play nothing but Top-15
ranked teams and come out
with a couple wins, that’s
nothing but a bonus.”
Haltinner, pleased with his
current team, says things will
get better when Donnie Nagle (Southern Oregon Spartans), Bobby Domin (Seguin
Huskies), Jordan Groen-

heyde (Saanich Braves), Sasha Hahn (Saanich Braves),
and Andrei Novikov (South
Muskoka Shield) are eligible
to play in the winter semester. Leading that group is
Novikov, a coveted Russian
prodigy that can score effortlessly.
“We’ve got the next semester coming in, we get a
little bit deeper,” Haltinner
said. “We move forward.
You forget and now we move
forward onto what’s at hand,
which is the prize: staying in
the Top 20 to make the national appearance.”
After this weekend’s series
with Western Michigan, UMDearborn’s 14-game stretch
against ranked teams will
come to an end. But another
tough GLCHL stretch awaits.
The Wolverines have yet
to play Oakland — a team
that has given them fits in recent years — or Davenport,
another
nationally-ranked
team. They face the two
league foes a combined eight
times from January to season’s end.
UM-Dearborn has four
months left in its season, five
if its lucky. It’s way too early
to panic, because the Wolverines’ goals are still achievable, either through an autobid by winning the GLCHL
in February or the ACHA’s
computer rankings.
But winning only twice in
12 games against Top 25 opponents shows the Wolverines are not ready to compete
nationally, not yet at least.

Check out a Q&A with hockey
senior Jimmy Marchese at
michiganjournal.org.

