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Science Building renovations 
to be completed by 2016

BY COURTNEY MORRISON
Staff Writer

Whether you are a fac-
ulty member or a stu-
dent here at UMD online 
learning like Canvas and 
CTools, are a critical part 
of the education process.

In the Fall of 2013 UM- 
Dearborn switched its on-
line learning from CTools 
to Canvas. While CTools is 
still up and running Canvas 

is taking its place as the 
online education resource. 
These two resources also 
took the place of Black-
board, which is no lon-
ger available to students. 

The Council of Deans 
started looking  for a new 
learning management sys-
tem in the Fall of 2012 to 
better everyone’s online 
experience, and chose 
Canvas upon the recom-

mendations from sev-
eral faculty members. 

While the two are simi-
lar, Canvas offers a few 
more beneficial features 
than CTools does. Can-
vas allows for correspon-
dences between the stu-
dent and their professor, as 
well as between any other 
student in the class. An-
other beneficial feature of 
Canvas is the app feature.

With Canvas being avail-
able on the Itunes store 
and Google Play Store it 
seems that more students 
prefer it over CTools. 

“I prefer canvas over 
CTools. CTools seems a 
little more complicated and 
harder to use. Especially 
when I need to find an as-
signment quickly, Canvas 
makes that easier,” says 
student Shadya Essaili.

Student Janne Lee also 
commented. “I’d rather 
use Canvas than CTools 
and I am glad that the 
University switched. It is 
helpful to be able to com-
municate with my profes-
sors and other students in 
the class, all in one place.

The goal of both of 
these resources is to make 
learning easier for the 
student and teaching and 

communicating easier for 
the instructor. Canvas in-
structional staff are always 
working with professors 
to train them on how the 
most beneficial way to 
use the site. However, it 
is up to the discretion of 
the professors on wheth-
er or not to use either of 
these sites with their class.

C-tools is old news; Canvas takes over

BY ELIZABETH COBB
Staff Writer

This past April, the Uni-
versity of Michigan Board 
of Regents approved the 
schematic design for the 
UM-Dearborn Science 
Building and Computer In-
formation Science Build-
ing Renovation Project. 

The goal of the project is 
to essentially reconstruct 
the existing Science Build-
ing completely (which is 
one of the original campus 
buildings from 1959), and 
create updated laboratory 
and classroom space for 
the Department of Natu-

ral Sciences. This will 
inevitably upgrade the in-
frastructure that is shared 
with the adjacent Comput-
er Science Building.    
     To do this, approximate-
ly 20,00 square feet will be 
added to the SB to create 
state-of-the art laborato-

ries, a new elevator, load-
ing dock, and mechanical 
penthouse. The building’s 
exterior walls will be ex-
tended and constructed in 
an energy-efficient man-
ner. The estimated cost of 
the project is $51,000,000. 
Construction was autho-

rized by the State legisla-
ture in Public Act 192 in 
2012. The State of Michi-
gan will fund $30,000,000 
of the project, as it will 
bring an average of 60 on-
site construction jobs. The 
University will balance the 
remainder of the budget. 

The hope of this renovation 
is to improve the learning 
experience of the science 
students and bring them 
the best technology being 
offered. Construction is 
scheduled for completion 
by summer 2016 and will 
try to not disturb classes.
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Who is your favorite professor and why?

Photo Courtesy of Larisa Marian/MJ
“...Dr. Donahoo because his classes are 
fair, he treats students equally, and he’s 

an overall cool guy.”
-Jake Ferrante

Photo Courtesy of Larisa Marian/MJ

“...Dr. B because he’s really helpful.”
-Matt Daratony

“...Professor Mulder because he relates
everything to the real world and makes
things interesting. He’s also funny, so

things are easier to remember.”
-Laksmhi Pala

“...Dennis Daniels because he’s tuned into
our gossip and slang.”

-Ami Shukla

Photo Courtesy of Larisa Marian/MJ

“...Debra Fletcher because she 
makes you think.”

-Andy Ross

“...Alan Wiggins because I 
have a crush on him.”

-Josie Palazzolo
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The top five study tips for finals weeks

BY MADELEINE WIEDMEYER 
Guest Writer
The worst week of the se-
mester is coming up. The 
week where you curse the 
fact that you spent every 
class period on Facebook 
or Twitter. Finals week. 
You’re probably preparing 
to scour the web for chapter 
summaries of the textbooks 
you didn’t open all semes-
ter, stocking up on energy 
drinks, begging your class-
mates for their notes, and 
planning the most efficient 
sleep schedule so you can 
pull all nighters for your 
toughest exams. Don’t panic 
yet, however. We’ve com-
piled a list of the top study 

tips from professors, stu-
dents, and the wide world 
of the internet to make 
sure you don’t completely 
lose it during the most im-
portant week of classes. 
1. Study in pairs or 
groups. “Often, two peo-
ple will find one of them 
caught something the other 
missed,” said M.L. Elrick, 
Journalism professor. Also, 
understanding material can 
be easier when you have 
someone who can explain 
it just for you. Study bud-
dies can also help keep you 
get motivated. The benefits 
are endless, so find your-
self a friend and plan a date!
2. Download a useful study 

aid app to your tablet or 
smartphone. Apps like 
Chegg Flashcards or Study-
Blue help you create flash-
cards and add pre-made 
flashcards to decks you 
customize for your course. 
Exam Countdown is an app 
which gives you a running 
tally of how many days there 
are until each of your finals. 
It also allows you to keep 
a to-do list for each class 
of things that have to be 
completed before the exam.
3. Don’t wait until the 
last minute to study. This 
is much easier said than 
done, but in the long run, 
starting earlier will work 
wonders for your stress lev-

els. “Start preparing days 
before the final exam and 
don’t pull an all-nighter 
the night before the test,” 
said Kent Minor, History 
professor. According to St. 
Lawrence University, stu-
dents who never studied all 
night had an average GPA 
of 3.1, while students who 
frequently pulled all night 
marathon study sessions had 
an average GPA of 2.9. It’s 
just not worth it in the end.
4. Know what time of day 
your focus is at its peak. 
“People differ on what 
works best for them,” said 
Jean Minor, K-12 teacher. 
Whenever your mind feels 
most awake is going to be 

the best time to sit down 
and work. “If you’re a night 
owl, don’t act like you’re 
going to get up at 8 and 
study,” said Sara Saymuah, 
recent UM-Dearborn gradu-
ate. The better your mind is 
working, the better quality 
your studying is going to 
be, and that means less time 
with your head in a book.
5. Study in an area with 
light ambient noise. Work-
ing at the library or a coffee 
shop can get your creative 
juices flowing. According to 
research done at the Univer-
sity of Chicago, “a moder-
ate level of ambient noise is 
conducive to creative cog-
nition.” If you aren’t able 

to leave your house, you 
can visit Coffitivity, a web-
site which plays sounds re-
corded at real coffee shops 
around the world. Light 
classical music has also 
been proven to aid brain 
function, so throw on some 
Mozart and listen away!

Remember, you’re not 
the only one freaking out 
about finals. There is al-
ways a way to succeed. And 
if you’re really panicking, 
your professors can be great 
resources. After all, they’re 
basically experts in their 
subject, they wrote that 
world-ending exam, and as 
a general rule, they want 
you to pass. Good luck!
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Around The World
ISIS has decided to mint its 

own money.

Chaos erupted in Ferguson after 
a grand jury decided not to indict 

Darren Wilson, a white police officer 
who shot unarmed black teenager, 

Michael Brown in August.

Buffalo, New York is hit with several 
feet of snow. Some neighborhoods

were evacuated.

Protesters riot in Frankfurt, Germany.

Pro-democracy activists protested
 China’s decision to allow only Beijing-

vetted candidates to run in Hong Kong’s 
elections for chief executive.
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It’s the most wonderful time of the year

By SAVANNAH RHEINHART
Editor-in-Chief

Now that Thanksgiving is over, the holiday spirit is com-
ing out in full swing. Even the Scrooges are willing to donate 
time, money, and gifts to the less fortunate. There are many 
organizations that specialize helping those in need this time 
of year. However, not all of them are as caring as they seem.

With the snow and lights in December also come the Sal-
vation Army bell ringers. They stand outside of business-
es and ring a bell, collecting money to help those in need. 
While they are an openly Christian organization, they also 
actively discriminate against LGBTQ community members. 
The money that is donated to the Salvation Army is withheld 
from anyone considered to be LGBTQ because they believe 
them to be “sexually impure”. Their website claims to offer 
assistance to those who need it, regardless of sexual orien-
tation, but have actively withheld donations from LGBTQ 
people unless they renounce their sexuality. It’s also impor-
tant to mention that they support and lobby for anti-gay leg-
islation.

Another organization that has some dirty secrets locked 
away is Goodwill. Most know Goodwill as a second-hand 
store and donation center. It also prides itself on employing 
people with disabilities and seniors. Their mission statement 
says “Goodwill works to enhance the dignity and quality of 
life of individuals and families by strengthening communi-
ties, eliminating barriers to opportunity, and helping people 
in need reach their full potential through learning and the 
power of work.” However, it has been proven that they open-

ly discriminate against employees with disabilities. As it 
turns out, while employing such people, they also pay them 
a much lower wage than the necessary minimum set by the 
state. In Montana, a blind woman was working for Goodwill 
for only $2.75 an hour. These employees are also “tested” 
on how quickly they can work and if they don’t pass the test 
in the required time, their wages can go down. It has been 
revealed some employees were being paid less than .50 per 
hour. At the same time, the CEO of Goodwill earns almost 
$500,000 per year. Sadly, this is technically legal and has 
been exploited by multiple companies for years.

While it may not necessarily be a “holiday-focused” orga-
nization, Locks of Love is another that may leave a sour taste 
in your mouth. Locks of Loves is a charity that makes wigs 
for children who have lost their hair to do medical issues. 
Within the past two years, Locks of Love has been under in-
vestigation due to a lack of wig donations. While there were 
about 100,000 hair donations made, only 317 wigs were pro-
duced. Monetarily speaking, that leaves $6 million worth 
of hair donations unaccounted for each year. Locks of Love 
also requires multiple letters of recommendation stating why 
a child deserves the wig, along with a lengthy decision pro-
cess. 

If you want to help those in need this holiday season, or 
anytime, do your research first. Some non-discriminating or-
ganizations include Toys for Tots, American Red Cross, and 
St. Jude’s. All of these charities are known for having visible 
accountability for where donations end up and have an ex-
tremely low profitability, which shows that money donated 

really does go to the cause. I also personally recommend 
Gleaner’s food bank. Not only is it non-discriminating, but it 
also is Michigan based and continuously helps those in need 
year round.

 

 

 

Don’t let these “charitable” organizations take advantage 
of you and your good faith this season. Some are just look-
ing to make money and others like the power to discrimi-
nate. If you’re unsure, check out www.charitynavigator.org. 
It shows finances, accountability, and ratings for any orga-
nization you can think of and lets you make an informed 
decision. Some of these “charities” are exploiting the needy. 
Don’t let them do the same to those who donate. 

By ANGIE KRUEGER
Guest Writer

Am I just being overly critical, or are 
people actually taking and posting more and 
more pictures lately? From engagement pic-
tures—save the money for the wedding—
to bare-belly maternity pictures—save the 
money for the baby—it has just gotten to be 
ridiculous. But that’s not even the real prob-
lem.

You see, it’s obvious that a lot of people 
are just dying to post pictures of themselves 
on social media. Sure, you could give the 
argument that the couple that is engaged is 
just excited to be married, and the couple that 
is having the baby is just so eager for their 
buddle of joy to arrive. However, it’s not that 
simple.

You can give people in those scenarios the 
benefit of the doubt, but what about those 
who post pictures everyday? Their only 
“legitimate” excuse to post their pictures 
depends on what day of the week it is and 
the hashtag that corresponds. Here’s how it 
works…

How many times have you been watching 
T.V., reading a magazine, or browsing the In-
ternet, when all of the sudden, you spot your 

man crush? You get excited, don’t you? You 
want to take a snapshot of him so you can 
share all his good looks with all your friends 
on all your social media pages. Don’t worry, 
Mondays aren’t all bad; Mondays are the 
one day you can get away with posting that 
random stranger’s photo on your Instagram, 
hence Man Crush Monday.

Maybe you got a new haircut, maybe you 
lost weight, or gained muscle tone; maybe 
you want to show off the new you, but you 
don’t go ANYWHERE and no one is EVER 
going to see you, lucky for you, today is 
Transformation Tuesday. A day set aside each 
week to pay tribute to the new you. Thanks to 

Transformation Tuesday you can now post 
those bathroom selfies of you with your shirt 
off before and after your three-month gym-
kick.

Hump day of course brings Woman Crush 
Wednesday. That means all those guys who 
already have a half-naked model, actress, or 
recording artist on their phone’s lock screen, 
only have to take a few moments to make it 
an official woman crush and post it to social 
media.

If you went to your grandma’s house and 
found a cute pic of you and your siblings as 
children, or maybe just a drunken prom night 

selfie with your best friend from your old 
phone, well then it’s going to have to wait 
until Thursday. Tell your drunken prom 
self that it’s not Thirsty Thursday any-
more, it’s Throwback Thursday—a day 
for remembrance. Also, piggybacking on 
Throwback Thursday is Flashback Friday, 
just in case you couldn’t get it together for 
Thursday.

Weird as it may be, there is no record of 
a Saturday themed photo gone viral. My 
best guess is it’s because everyone is too 
busy over the weekend to post pictures, 
because no one actually wants to actively 
waste their weekend. Although that’s just 
my theory, giving all of these amateur 
photographers the benefit of the doubt 
for some reason. But who knows, maybe 
one day there will be a creative weekend 
themes like Food Friday—featuring all 
kinds of meals and snacks—or maybe 
even a Sweetheart Saturday, when every-
one can post date night pictures. Oh, the 
future is intriguing.

I didn’t forget about Sunday, I was just sav-
ing the best for last. Just because Sundays are 
a day of rest, does not mean we get a rest from 
all of these images, in fact, it’s much, much 
worse. With Sunday comes a day of selfies; 
yes, Selfie Sunday is a thing. So that means if 
you want to take pictures of yourself, you’d 
better do it in your Sunday best—and then of 
course post the picture on Sunday.

So there you go, six hashtags to give reason 
why our generation is full of a bunch of self-
absorbed, “like”-hungry people, who spend 
way too much time planning their next upload.

By ZAC PALMER
Staff Writer

Unarmed black teenager Michael Brown, is 
the name we’ve been hearing. The Grand Jury 
has made their decision though and the hope 
for change in Ferguson has ended with it. Both 
violent and nonviolent protests continue in its 
wake across America. There have been pro-
tests organized from coast to coast demanding 
what they feel is justice. Most of these have 
been peaceful, but some have turned violent, 
especially in Ferguson, Missouri.

Let me introduce you to another character 
here though, Tamir Rice. A twelve year-old 
boy shot in a Cleveland park. Rice was bran-
dishing a fake gun in the park and swinging 
it around towards people. While this was go-
ing on, someone in the park called 911 and 
told the operator that someone had a gun in 

this park, but they thought it was a fake. Two 
officers were dispatched to the park, but they 
were not told that the gun was possibly a fake. 
When the police arrived on the scene, Timo-
thy Loehmann (26 years old and a rookie cop) 
shot the boy immediately after leaving his 

squad car.
When he got out of the car, Loehmann was 

only ten feet away from the boy. That is the 
first problem with this incident. The video 
shows the cop car pulling up right next to 
the boy on the grass rather than giving some 
space to talk to the boy. As they pull up, Rice 
actually walks towards the cops rather than 
attempting to run. He is very casual in his 
movements. In this situation, I think the police 
forced their own hands. They met the boy at 
a point where they had almost no choice but 
to shoot.

I find it very difficult to believe that you 
can mistake a twelve year old boy for some-
one who is much older and dangerous. The 
police couldn’t have thought everything 
through in the time that they allowed them-
selves. Change is needed in the way our law 

enforcement works.
It would stop the pointing of fingers and 

the contradicting stories of witnesses, and 
those involved. It would keep both the crimi-
nal and police officer from making any rash 
or illegal decisions. Neither would want to 
do something illegal if they knew it would be 
caught on tape. We wouldn’t have need for 
all the posturing and speculation that goes on 
in the news right now. Rather we’d have the 
cold, hard facts of the case; and isn’t that what 
our justice system is designed to get to? All 
of the meaningless violence going on across 
our country wouldn’t be happening if every-
body could be satisfied by a video recording. 
The technology exists, so what are we waiting 
for? The next big case could be right around 
the corner, and we don’t need a repeat of what 
happened in the Michael Brown case.

Police Shootings and Accountability
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“I find it very difficult to believe that you can mistake a twelve year old boy for someone who is much older and 
dangerous. The police couldn’t have thought everything through in the time that they allowed themselves.” 

“...what about those who 
post pictures everyday? Their 
only “legitimate” excuse to 
post their pictures depends 
on what day of the week it is 
and the hashtag that corre-
sponds.”

Photo courtesy of gcfb.org
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Opinions is looking for new writers for next semester. 
Got what it takes?

Email umd.mj.opinions@gmail.com
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On the Prowl for Parking - Losing an Education
By NICOLE KISH
Guest Writer

After you put in a nine hour day at the of-
fice and sit forty minutes in rush hour traf-
fic, the last thing you want to do is weave in 
and out of the campus parking lot looking for 
a place to park, especially while your class 
is already in session.  This happened to me 
when the university hosted an unexpected 
sporting event on Nov. 11.

As my frustration grew, I began to notice 
an abundance of parked vehicles without 
University of Michigan – Dearborn parking 
permits. When I finally caved, after 30 hectic 
minutes on the prowl, I parked in a handi-
capped spot (which I’m highly opposed to 
due to the fact that I have an uncle whom is 
paralyzed from the waist down). This worn 
out non-traditional student walked across 
campus in business attire and shaky heels 
feeling completely defeated as the freezing 
drizzle chilled my exposed legs.

As I entered the CASL building I ran into 
Campus Police officer, I approached him and 
asked if he was aware there were an abun-
dance of vehicles in the lot without parking 
permits.  His response as he blankly stared at 
me was “Yes.”  He then added, “What do we 
do? Write tickets for the visitors? We ask the 
university this question all the time.”  Taken 
back by his response, all I could fight back 

with was “Then why have permits?” and as 
the officer smiled at me he said, “That’s what 
we ask them.”

With all of this said, why is the university 
spending money on parking permits when 
they serve no purpose?  Why have structure 
and a campus police presence when it’s only 
enforced from 9-5?  We pay good money to 
attend UM – Dearborn yet we spend valuable 
class time searching for parking.  I missed out 
on forty minutes of my class that evening, 
which caused me to be unable to participate in 
discussion.  This is precious educational expe-
rience I cannot get back.  Why is the univer-
sity not concerned with ensuring enough park-
ing for the student body so we can be focused 
on what’s going on in the classroom?

I have so many questions and no answers at 

this point. When my professor granted a break, 
I approached to apologize for my tardiness. As 
I explained my situation, several of my fellow 

classmates shared the same parking woes and 
even commented seeing me passing in search 
of any available spot.  That evening I collect-
ed thirty-six signatures of students whom all 
share serious concerns about the parking situ-
ation on campus. (Signatures can be found 
on web version of this article). 

I feel this to be a growing issue as the stu-
dent body continues to increase.  There are 
options both long and short term to help com-
bat these issues.  I believe that the university 
needs to prepare for a growing need for park-
ing.  As the university begins long term plans 
and goals for the future they will need to ad-

dress the current dilemmas.  The fastest solu-
tion is for Campus Police to crack down on 
parking permit violations, even for visitors. 
The best solution would be to build more park-
ing space.  It makes no sense for a commuter 
campus to have no room for commuters!

Another way the university could prevent 
the mess we all incurred on Nov. 11 would be 
send out announcements to the student body 
in advance of events that could cause adverse 
parking situations.  These announcements 
would allow for students to plan accordingly 

whether it be arrive early, dress appropriately 
for a long walk, or take the shuttle. However, 
as a student paying thousands into my educa-
tion every semester, I believe the university 
should inconvenience the visitors and shuttle 
them on location from nearby lots so the stu-
dent body is not disrupted by such events that 
are not academic.

Take Back UM-Dearborn

Winter Blues? Or Something More Serious?
By ZAKIYA AHMED
Guest Writer

Anyone else feeling the winter blues? Well it’s that time of 
the year again, where the days are shorter, and you’re left with 
nothing but your thoughts at 2 a.m.—because you simply can’t 
sleep!

I noticed many changes in behaviors on campus, from fewer 
smiles, to more cranky people trying to cram studying in for 
finals. As soon as daylight savings occurred, it seemed as if 
people wanted to go out less and weren’t in the mood to go for 
any festivities. In some cases, this may be normal; however it 
can also be a cry for help.

There are many students that may be affected by a depres-
sion called seasonal affective disorder, or SAD. It’s a depres-
sion where you have less motivation and have a tendency to be 
more irritable. SAD occurs in people around the beginning of 
fall, to the middle of spring. It’s the hardest time to be able to 
focus on projects, and you also have less energy.

During midterm week, people like me struggle to stay on 
track. As a freshman, I was thrilled to begin college, only to be 
aware of how difficult it is to transition. I thought it would be 
the best time of my life, only to realize that it’s rigorous aca-
demically and hard to make new friends. And ever since day-
light savings occurred, I found myself getting off track even 
more!

Some students that often suffer from SAD, find themselves 
losing sleeping and sometimes also think of suicide as an op-
tion. The percentage of committing suicide between November 
and April within college students is above average for many 
reasons; because of the dark gloomy days that make everyone 
just feel sluggish, to not being able to spend holidays with their 
family because they are stuck on campus.

But on the bright side, there are many simple ways to put 
an end to the over/under sleeping, the tiredness, and also the 
irritability. There are ultraviolet lights that you can buy from 
stores near you that can help with your biological clock. Which 
means more light in your room, the better your day will be-
gin! It’ll let your brain know that it’s morning and it’s time to 
get up. Some peoples’ bodies tend get confused about the time 

changing, so that minor change can make a big difference.
You can also take doses of melatonin for your sleeping 

schedule so you’re not awake at 3 a.m. trying to put your life 
together because you can’t fall asleep! Along with these simple 
steps, you can also share your thoughts and feelings with a 
close friend or family member. That honestly helps tremen-
dously!

So if it’s the winter blues, or you think you’re on the edge 
of suffering from seasonal affective disorder, always know that 
there is a way out!
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BY ANGELINA CAMILLERI
Guest Writer

Too often, I have noticed sexual harass-
ment goes unnoticed, unspoken, or unheard 
on our campus.  While we have fantastic or-
ganizations and events to raise awareness for 
this issue and to combat its consequences, 
there are, unfortunately, few in number who 
raise awareness for only a short period of 
time, or are just not advertised well enough.  
There seem to be few strategies to deal with 
harassment when it arises, contributing to an 
almost threatening environment where vic-
tims are discouraged from calling attention to 
the issues they face.  This is not to say that our 
university is in denial or uncaring about the 
problem at hand – instead there just appears 
to be a campus-wide apathy concerning the is-
sue with the few individuals who are aware of 

it doing little to help 
protect threatened 
students, causing 
those facing it to feel 
discouraged from 
bringing it to atten-
tion.

Working a desk 
job on campus puts 
me in the public 
view and often re-
sults in a relatively 
compromising po-
sition in regards to 
how I act and present 
myself.  Throughout 
my time working and 
attending school here, I have been hit on, ha-
rassed, and even followed by individuals to 
whom I have clearly stated my disinterest. 
Often, this forces me to face the question of 
protecting either my person or my job – am I 
supposed to put myself at a distance and be 
rude to fend off unwanted attention to protect 
myself, or continue being polite to protect my 
job? Choosing one side risks the other’s se-
curity, and neither is inconsequential enough 
to be cast aside as a tradeoff.  As a result, I 
have used both responses, but neither helps 
the situation: either I am rude and have com-
plaints made about me, or I am putting my-
self at potential risk because I have to remain 
polite despite the fact that “no” is not being 
respected as a serious and final answer.

The harassment doesn’t end when I leave 
the desk, however.  People recognize me from 
my job and feel that this is grounds for further 
harassment, where once again “no” is not re-
spected, and I don’t even have the barrier of 

a desk to deter them.  
In the beginning of 
my time here, at the 
age of just eighteen, 
I had adult men (even 
aged in their early 
thirties to late forties) 
harassing me.  Over 
the course of the few 
years I have been on 
this campus, I have 
had approximately 
ten persistent indi-
viduals bothering me, 
after I had clearly said 
“no” on multiple oc-

casions.  Just to name 
a few instances, the harassment has included 
consistently having my phone number asked 
for, being inappropriately spoken to (with 
phrases such as “you and I would make pretty 
children” used), having pieces of paper with 
phone numbers or “compliments” thrown at 
me both at and outside of work, being regular-
ly watched from across the room in a threat-
ening manner, proposed to, blatantly objecti-
fied, and followed during both day and night 
– whether it be to and from my car or around 
campus.  I have even had to take longer routes 
to classes in an attempt to avoid people I felt 
threatened by and shown up to class late be-
cause someone figured out one of my class-
rooms and would wait for me in the room to 
chat before class started.

It isn’t just me dealing with this, either. I 
know of quite a few individuals who have also 
encountered numerous incidents of sexual ha-
rassment, both at and outside of work on this 
campus.  A female student, who has asked to 

remain anonymous for her security, recounts 
one of her experiences, “He came up to the 
desk and even though I asked him to leave be-
cause I was working, he came back two min-
utes later and asked me for my phone number.  
When I said no, he asked for my email.”  Af-
ter saying no to that and telling him that she 
needed him to stop because he was bothering 
her, she recalls that he “waited until after [the 
building] closed and followed me to my car.”

There is no simple way to deal with or re-
act to sexual harassment.  I know of many stu-
dents who have felt the need to give out fake 
names and wear fake engagement rings to try 
to ward off attention, often to no avail. When 
brought up to a certain member of authority, I 
was given the nonchalant “boys will be boys” 
response and told “there’s nothing we can do 
until something more happens.” Coming from 
someone who is meant to protect the students 
of this campus, this response is highly dis-
heartening.  Why is it not enough that mem-
bers of our community simply don’t feel safe?

Whether or not an act of violence occurs, 
harassment is always something to be con-
cerned about.  I see our campus taking steps 
in the right direction to protect its students, 
especially with the addition of “Abuse Hurts” 
pamphlets placed in restrooms all over cam-
pus and the recent Take Back the Night event.  
However, I do not think that enough is hap-
pening – if we can approach members of au-
thority and have nothing done about the fact 
that we personally feel unsafe, then there is, 
without a doubt, more work to be done. Sexu-
al harassment is nothing to be toyed with, and 
it is high time that these stories are brought 
to light.

Photo courtesy umdearborn.edu

“With all of this said, why is 
the university spending money on 
parking permits when they serve 
no purpose?  Why have struc-
ture and a campus police pres-
ence when it’s only enforced from 
9-5?”

“This is not to say that our 
university is in denial or un-
caring about the problem at 
hand – instead there just ap-
pears to be a campus-wide 
apathy concerning the issue 
with the few individuals who 
are aware of it doing little to 
help protect threatened stu-
dents, causing those facing 
it to feel discouraged from 

bringing it to attention.”

Photo courtesy vocativ.com

“Anyone else feeling the winter blues? Well it’s that time of the year again, where the days are 
shorter, and you’re left with nothing but your thoughts at 2 a.m.—because you simply can’t sleep!”

Photo courtesy umdearborn.edu
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Photo courtesy of Demetrio Nasol/MJ

Photo courtesy of allevents.in.rudemechanicals.com

The Rude Mechani-
cals ran their production of 
Shakespeare’s “Othello” 
at the University of Michi-
gan’s Lydia Mendelssohn 
Theatre. The Mechanicals 
performed a 7 p.m. show on 
Nov. 7 and Nov. 8, as well as 
a 2 p.m. matinee on Nov. 9.

The classic Shakespeare 
play tells the story of a Ve-
netian general who succumbs 
to his own jealousy falsely 
brought upon him by the ma-
nipulative and jealous Iago. 
Iago plots Othello’s down-
fall by lying to and abusing 
the weaknesses of his as-
sociates to get revenge on 
Othello for promoting Cas-
sio to the general instead of 
him. The play deals with the 
theme of jealousy, as well 
as some racial and gender-
based themes that are reflec-
tive of Shakespeare’s time.        

The titular character was 
played by senior Matthew 

Daniels during his final per-
formance in a University of 
Michigan production. His 
Saturday performance was 
seen by his family, former 
elementary school 
teachers, and an old 
childhood friend. 
Daniels currently 
plans on taking a 
break from acting.

The most notable 
performance came 
from freshman Peter 
Donahue, the actor 
portraying Iago. Few 
would have expected 
to see the most prom-
inent character in the 
play be portrayed 
by such a young stu-
dent. He got involved with 
the Mechanicals, because he 
had heard good things about 
the director, Clare Brennan.  
He saw the opportunity of 
working with a lot of senior 
students to be a good one. 

Donahue described the ex-
perience as “a whole lot of 
fun”. His next acting gig will 
be performing in a iniver-
sity production of “Achilles.”

Brennan wanted to make 
a production of “Othello” 
because of how it contrasts 
with the social behaviors of 
the modern world. She de-
scribed today’s society as 

being “compartmentalized” 
and that because of the preva-
lence of political correctness, 
everyone has to be careful 
about what they say, or else be 

branded as racist and the like.  
“”Othello” challenges this 

concept by blending the in-
nocent and the guilty,” Bren-
nan writes in the theater 
program, “It asks how we’re 

prone to jealousy, subject to 
manipulation, and rash in 
fear and anger, while all the 
while the truth lingers, wait-
ing to be used by someone 

brave enough to recognize 
it.”  Brennan also notes 
the play’s use of strong 
words, such as “moor” 
and “whore,” that, if sub-
stituted for words that 
fit today’s sensibilities, 
would not be as strong.

The costumes and set 
design do not reflect the 
play’s 17th century set-
ting.  Rather, the play 
has a minimalistic set, 
and the characters wear 
contemporary clothing.  

Brennan says that these 
decisions were made to keep 
the play “as timeless as pos-
sible,” since she believes 
the message of the play can 
be applied to every decade.  

The Rude Mechanicals is 
a student-run theater troupe 

at the UM.  It was founded 
in the fall of 1996 by sopho-
more engineering students, 
Michael Newberry and Chris-
topher Nitchie. The Rude 
Mechanicals perform two 
plays a year, one of which is 
always a Shakespeare piece. 
The troupe’s Shakespeare 
productions include: “Mea-
sure for Measure”, “The 
Tempest”, and “Richard II.” 
Their modern works include: 
“The Violet Hour”, “Arca-
dia”, and “Self Defense, or 
death of some salesman.”

Disclaimer: The writer of 
the article is the aforemen-
tioned childhood friend. All 
opinions of Daniels’ per-
formance have been with-
held from the article to pre-
vent a conflict of interest.

(Sources: interviews 
with Brennan and Donahue, 
Rude Mechanicals’ Face-
book and BlogSpot pages.

Othello at the University of Michigan

Photo courtesy of imdb.com

By Paige Boyd
Guest Writer

As the holiday season ap-
proaches, I’m sure that every 
single family will be prepar-
ing for Thanksgiving dinner, 
dusting off their sneakers for 
Black Friday shopping, and 
trimming the Christmas tree. 
Meanwhile, the film industry 
is preparing for the holidays 

by rolling out their big block-
busters, in hopes of striking 
cinema gold. The holiday 
season, lasting from the first 
Friday in November through 
New Year’s Weekend, is usu-
ally a crucial time for the box 
office. 

Last year’s holiday mov-
ies raked in an estimated $2.7 
billion, a major drop from the 
previous year, according to 
Variety. This means that in or-
der to make up for the major 
decline, Hollywood is going 
to have to pull all the stops. 
Judging from this year’s crop 
of holiday films, we may see 
some successes as the films 
range from family-friendly 
to mature fun for older audi-
ences. 

If you are looking for 
something that the kids will 
enjoy, you can check out 
“The Penguins of Madagas-

car” (rated PG) on Nov. 26. 
This spin-off of the “Mada-
gascar” film series finds those 
scene-stealing, bond-inspired 
penguins (Skipper, Kowal-
ski, Rico, and Private) into an 
elite undercover task force to 
save the world from an evil 
doctor. 

There is also the much-
hyped remake of the broad-
way musical, turned big 
screen hit “Annie” (rated 
PG), which will feature 
young Oscar nominee Quven-
zhané Wallis stepping into the 
iconic role of the orphaned 
misfit. The remake, also star-
ring Cameron Diaz and Jamie 
Foxx, hits theaters Dec. 19.

For the older, more ad-
venture-craving crowd, there 
are two big films coming out 
soon. Nov. 21 was the release 
of the highly anticipated third 
installment of the “Hunger 

Games” saga. “The Hunger 
Games: Mockingjay, Part 1” 
(rated PG-13), continues the 
story of Katniss Everdeen 
(Oscar winner Jennifer Law-
rence) as she continues to 
save the nation after destroy-
ing the Games forever. 

You can also check out 
“The Hobbit: The Battle of 
the Five Armies” (not yet rat-
ed) on Dec. 17. The closing 
chapter in the 3-part “Lord of 
the Rings” prequel saga will 
surely not disappoint. 

Finally, if you’re looking 
to dive into a little history for 
the holidays, you can check 
out the upcoming, Oprah-
produced film “Selma” (not 
yet rated), due out on Christ-
mas Day. This film, based on 
the 1965 marches from Selma 
to Montgomery led by Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr., will 
definitely serve as a wake-up 

call and a reminder about how 
far we have come, while also 
reminding audiences that we 
still have a long way to go. 
Judging from the recent suc-
cess of socially-conscious 
films such as last weekend’s 
“Dear White People”, we can 
expect to see this film receiv-
ing critical and economic suc-
cess. 

Must-see Film Guide for the Holidays

Notable Releases
●“Horrible Bosses 2”
 - Nov. 26 (rated R)
●“Top Five”
 - Dec. 12 (not yet rated)
●“Exodus: Gods and Kings”
 - Dec. 12 (not yet rated)
●“Night at the Museum: Secret of the Tomb”
 - Dec. 19 (rated PG)

By Amanda Mosakowski
Guest Writer

What if I told you there 
was a place where you could 
get a hot, customized, au-
thentic thin crust pizza in 
just 180 seconds? Well 
you’re in luck; Blaze Pizza 
does that and much more. 

As college students we 
love good food fast and for 
a cheap price. That’s ex-
actly what Blaze Pizza de-
livers. A fast fired 11-inch 
pizza all for a low price. 
What could be better than 
that? Nothing I can think of!   

The aroma of pizza invites 
customers into the modern and 
trendy atmosphere of Blaze 
Pizza. One of the first things 
you notice is the large pizza 
oven and its warm orange 
glow, which greets you as you 

walk in.  This is just the start 
of your experience at Blaze, 
just wait until you see the va-
riety of signature thin crust 
pizzas that grace the menu.

 The pizzas range from 
the “meat eater” which in-
cludes a variety of meat, 
to the “veg out”, which is 
loaded with vegetables. No 
matter what you like there 
is something for everyone. 

Of course there’s my per-
sonal favorite the “BBQ 
chkn”, which is just about 
the best barbeque chicken 
pizza I have ever had.  I al-
ways add pineapple to cus-
tomize it my way and to 
give it a Hawaiian touch. 

In addition to the signa-
ture pizzas, they offer create 
your own style pizza too. Just 

walk up to the counter and 
choose which crust, sauce, 
cheese, and toppings you 
want. Blaze Pizza offers 

an array of top-
pings, as well as gluten free 
and vegan options. Every 

pizza is 
t h e 

same price no matter how 
crazy you go with the top-
pings! Add anything you 

like or take off anything you 
don’t like. It doesn’t mat-
ter because it’s all up to you.

The best part is that 
the thin crust pizza 

is fast-fired right 
in front of you, 

and in just three 
minutes your piz-

za creation is done, 
and you’re ready to 

eat. Don’t forget to 
try the blood-orange lemon-
ade to compliment your pie! 

If you’re wondering where 
to go to try this delicious food, 
Blaze Pizza is located in Roy-
al Oak, Novi, and Kalamazoo. 

Not only does Blaze 
Pizza offer amazing piz-
za, but also their custom-
er service is one that will 
keep you coming back. 

Ella Smith, a manager at 
the Royal Oak location said, 
“We are here to service the 
guest. We want every experi-
ence to be an awesome one.” 

The staff lives up to this 
belief by being extremely 
friendly and conversational. 
There is a contagious feel-
ing of lightheartedness and 
fun radiating off the staff. 
You can tell they enjoy their 
jobs, and it makes for an 
overall enjoyable experience.

What sets Blaze Pizza 
apart from the rest is its au-
thentic thin crust pizza served 
in just 180 seconds. So, if 
you’re looking for a fast and 
delicious pizza place, Blaze 
Pizza is the one to go to.

Fast-Fire’d and Hot From the Oven 

Disney Flies High With Big Hero 6
Disney and Pixar ani-

mation studios are known 
for putting out what are 
widely accepted as some of 
the best animated movies 
around. They have done it 
for many years with movies 
like “Toy Story”, “Up”, and 
“Monsters Incorporated”, 
and now in 2014 they have 
the movie “Big Hero 6.”

“Big Hero 6” is a movie 
that follows around 14-year-
old robotics genius, Hiro 
Hamada. Hiro is young and 
he knows a lot, which can 
get you into trouble if you 

use your talents in the wrong 
ways. The movie starts off 
like this, as Hiro is seen hus-
tling a group of very shady 
people in an underground ro-
bot-fighting ring.  Just as Hiro 
seems like he won’t be able 
to get out of a bad spot, his 
brother, Tadashi, comes to the 
rescue. After getting home, 
Tadashi encourages Hiro to 
hone his talents in the science 
program at his college. After 
visiting the college, Hiro be-
comes mesmerized and is all 
in. One of his first inventions 
is a large group of microbots 

that come together and form 
whatever the controller is 
thinking about. Unfortunate-
ly, a super villain steals these 
robots, and Hiro, with his new 
friends from the college and 
Baymax (the robot his broth-
er invented), join together to 
form the team they call Big 
Hero 6 to fight this villain.

This movie is really good.  
It has superior visual effects 
and animation. The colors 
are bright, the music is fit-
ting, and Disney does a great 
job of melding together the 
cities of San Francisco and 

Tokyo into the futuristic me-
tropolis known as San Fran-
sokyo. I was on the edge of 
my seat enjoying every bit of 
the movie, as I very quickly 
became attached to the char-
acters and sympathized with 
their mission to triumph over 
evil. On top of all of this, 
the movie was really funny. 
There is something about a 
robot that doesn’t entirely 
understand human interac-
tion that just oozes with hi-
larity. That wasn’t it though. 
This movie also had a lot of 
great action with high flying, 

fast paced, heart pounding 
fight scenes, which incorpo-
rated the genius of each mem-
ber of the Big Hero 6 team.

The movie was not perfect 
though, as rarely any movie 
is these days. While my com-
plaints are very few and far 
between with this flick, the 
one thing that I would have 
to complain about is the pre-
dictability factor of it. I found 
myself sitting in the movie 
seat thinking, “Oh, I bet that 
this is going to happen next,” 
and sure enough it did. Dis-
ney has a tendency to do 

this with most of their mov-
ies. They all follow similar 
plot patterns and for the most 
part can be very predictable.

That one complaint aside 
though, I think that this is a 
great film for any viewer of 
any age to go to the movie 
theater to see. Disney’s “Big 
Hero 6” is a smashing suc-
cess, and just gives further 
stock behind Disney be-
ing one of, if not the pre-
mier animated movie mak-
ing company. I give this 
movie a solid 9.5 out of 10.

By Matthew Lemmer
Guest Writer

Photo courtesy of flicksandbits.com
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Imagine looking up at a 
twinkling night sky while 
watching classic Hollywood 
films. When you inhale, you 
can taste the nostalgia (or 

dust) of a time when going 
to the movies was a privi-
lege and not just a back up 
plan for a rainy afternoon. 

   Such a place isn’t 
fantasy; it is the Historic 
Redford Theatre, located 
in Old Redford at Grand 
River and Lahser.  

   The 
R e d f o r d 
Theatre was 
built in 1928 
during the 
silent movie 
era. Ac-
companying 
the movies 
scores were 
live musical 
performanc-
es includ-
ing organs 
and pianos. 

An original and perma-
nent fixture at the Redford 
is a Barton Theatre Organ, 

built into the full size stage. 
   Before the feature pre-

sentation begins, patrons 
enjoy a half hour organ 
recital of popular movie 
soundtracks from compos-
ers such as John Williams 
(Indiana Jones, Star Wars, 
Harry Potter) to Ragtime mu-
sic artists like Scott Joplin. 

   To the accent the final 
performance, both man and 
machine take their bow by 
being hydraulically lowered 
into the bottom of the stage.     

   The Fox Theatre down-
town and the Redford The-
atre are the only two the-
atres left in Metro Detroit 
with its original organs. 

   Throughout the Redford 
Theatre, there are beautiful 
Japanese themed decorations. 

In the main auditorium on both 
sides of the stage are reliefs of 
Japanese pagodas protruding 
out of the wall, which house 
the massive organ pipes.  

    The theatre is owned 
and operated by the Motor 
City Theatre Organ Soci-
ety, and all proceeds from 
ticket sales, concessions, and 
50/50 raffles go to the resto-
ration and maintenance of the 
building. Every friendly em-
ployee is an unpaid volunteer. 

   The three-story build-
ing has a large lobby with 
twisting staircases that lead 
to an expansive balcony 
area. Greeting you at the 
top of the stairs is a giant 
mural of Japanese Geisha.  

   The ceiling in the main 
viewing area consists of hand 

p a i n t e d 
murals of 
clouds and 
c o n s t e l l a -
tions. Add-
ing more 
magic to 
these extra-
t e r r e s t r i a l 
bodies are 
lights that 
twinkle like 
stars against 
the blue 
paint. All 
this charm is 
completely 
worth the $5 
ticket price, 
to see classic films 
on the big screen presented 
in 35mm format, the way 
they were originally to audi-

ences. The calendar of events 
varies from Alfred Hitch-
cock to The Three Stooges. 

By Evan Fekete
Guest Writer Under the stars at the Redford Theatre

Blood of  the  Werewolf
Shannon Kelley was the 

senior project manager for 
the videogame “Blood of the 
Werewolf,” a side-scrolling 
Metroid-vania style game.

Q: For the record, please 
state your name and the 
name of the company you 
work for, as well as a lit-
tle bit of your background.

A: My name is Shannon 
Kelley; I work for Scientifi-
cally Proven Games, a small 
video game company of about 
12 people out of Farmington 
Hills, Michigan. I’m a student 
here at University of Michi-
gan-Dearborn studying ITM.  
I will be graduating in De-
cember with Honors. In the 
past I have worked on a num-
ber of video games, includ-
ing the “Saints’ Row” series, 
“The Punisher”, and the “Red 
Faction” Series, all with THQ.

Q: What is the primary plot 

of “Blood of the Werewolf”?
A: Selena is on a quest of 

vengeance against Dracula 
who has stolen her son. Her 
son is ostensibly the 
last of the Werewolves.  

Q: What are some 
of the major influences 
that were involved in the 
creation of this game?

A:  Our writers grew 
up really loving the old 
movie monsters; Fran-
kenstein, Dracula, Wolf-
man etc.  They, like me, 
grew up playing video 
games on the NES and 
wanted to do kind of 
like a throwback to old 
NES/Sega/SNES games. The 
harder, less forgiving games 
of the past, like “Mega Man”, 
“Castlevania”, and “Me-
troid.” We wanted to make 
things challenging again.  To 
us, the classic movie mon-

sters just really seemed 
like a good fit.  So it all just 
ended up working together.

Q: How long was this 

project in the works for?
A:  Videogame devel-

opment is very similar to 
traditional software devel-
opment, in that it occurs in 
various phases; each of those 
phases has a different fla-

vor and level of intensity as-
sociated with it. All of that 
stated, it took about a year 
and a half to go from ini-

tial concept to final product.
Q: What are some of 

the primary mechanics that 
will feature in the game?

A: Some of the primary 

mechanics are platforming 
puzzles, as well as a shape 
shifting mechanic between 
Selena’s human and her 

Werewolf self.  There are 
also a number of power 
ups such as multi-bolts for 
her crossbow and a dash 
and slam attack for her 
Werewolf form amongst 
others. There are Secret ar-
eas, and two supplemental 
game modes, score rush 
and infinite game mode, 
both of which are avail-
able from the beginning.

Q: Was it a conscious 
decision to make your 
protagonist a woman?
A: Absolutely, we wanted 

to have a female protagonist 
because so few games actually 
have them.  Plus it made sense 
given the story of the game.

Q:  Are there any other in-
teresting aspects of the game 

that local players might like?
A: Yes, there are a num-

ber of nods to Michigan and 
other little things like that. 
In fact, there is a sewer lev-
el in the game that is actu-
ally the sewers of Livonia.

Q:  Do Scientifically 
Proven Games have any 
other projects in the works?

A:  Yes, but nothing I can 
really talk about right now, 
but I can tell you that it will 
have support for Oculus Rift.

   “Blood of the Werewolf” 
is presently available on 
Steam, Xbox 360, and PS3. 

   If you are interested in 
learning more about this 
game or any other projects 
in the works, you can fol-
low Scientifically Proven 
Games on Facebook or 
visit their website at www.
bloodofthewerewolf.com

By Kevin Carney
Guest Writer
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   It’s almost that time of 
year again, where everyone 
decides to pack up and ven-
ture outside of their homes. 
Some decide to head to a 
warmer climate and expe-
rience the beach and nice 
weather, and some decide to 
hit a cold and snowy climate 
to hit the slopes. Either way, 

there’s always those loca-
tions one must experience 
during the holiday season, 
at least once in their life. 

   Let’s start off with the 
obvious, New York City. Ex-
periencing the busy holiday 
season in New York City, is 
definitely a must do for any-
one. Although many would 
object to travelling to a busy 
city during the holidays, it 
definitely is a once in a life-
time experience. Between 
the Christmas tree and ice 
skating at Rockefeller cen-
ter, hot chocolate from ser-
endipity, giant stuffed ani-
mals from F.A.O Schwartz, 
the musical snowflakes on 
the outside of Saks Fifth Av-
enue, and not to mention the 
amazing shopping, it truly is 
a must do on anyone’s list. If 
you’re daring enough, ring-

ing in New Years in Times 
Square will leave you want-
ing to come back for more.

   Now there are always 
those people who want to 
travel to a colder more non-
urban location, and there’s no 
other place to do it but Aspen, 
Colorado. Not only will vaca-
tioning to Aspen give you the 

snow that 
many want 
during the holidays, but also 
it will definitely give you the 
adventure and view. Aspen is 
known to be a great ski loca-
tion during the holidays, but 
don’t let that fool you. It is 
also a big spa and shopping 
destination. With its grand 

hotels, great spas, small bou-
tique shops, gorgeous views, 
and amazing slopes, Aspen 
is definitely a great loca-
tion for any type of person. 

   So, if you’re someone 
who hates the cold and waits 
for the holidays to come 
around so you can vacation 
somewhere with warmth and 

sunshine, there’s no better 
place to do it than the At-
lantis resort in the Bahamas. 
The Atlantis resort is a great 
spot to travel, not only for its 
warm weather and gorgeous 

beaches, but also because it 
is a very versatile and practi-
cal resort. Not only is the re-
sort all-inclusive filled with 
amazing activities, like swim-
ming with the dolphins and 
fun for all types of people, 
but also it caters to a person 
with any budget. This resort 
offers luxury and comfort for 
everyone. Overall, it is a must 
do at least once in your life.

   Now, if you’re one of 
those people that’s done the 
snow, the city, the beach, and 
you’re ready to be a little more 
adventurous and travel inter-
national, a must see during 
the holidays is Paris, France. 
Although this is technically 
a city,  Paris not only boasts 
history, gorgeous architec-
ture, and beautiful views, 
but it is home to some of the 
best food in the world. Not 
only will you get fresh bread, 
cheese, and amazing wine, 
but you will also get amaz-
ing dessert. Overall, Paris is 
a must see at least once in 
your life, and what better time 
to travel than the holidays?

   So, if you’re someone 
ready to travel and don’t know 
where to go, there’s always 
a place for you, no matter 
what kind of person you are. 

Holiday Travel Hotspots
By Farheen Syed 
Guest Writer

This is a simple and easy 
breakfast that can satisfy 
any grumbling stomach.The 
ingredients are simple and 
easily available.

All you need is:
•3 Large Eggs
•3 Nasoya All Natural 
Egg Roll Wrappers
•½ a roll of breakfast 
sausage (any brand 
will do)
•As much cheese as 
desired

Now it’s time to cook; it’s 
as simple as your list of in-
gredients.

1.Brown the meat in a 
hot skillet
2.Scramble some eggs 
(however many you’d 
like) into the skillet 
with sausage
3.Add in Cheese last, 
then take it off the 
burner
4.Lay your egg roll 
wrap on a flat surface 
and add your sausage/
egg mixture
5.Close egg roll, 
sealing it with water 
around the edges

And you’re ready to eat. 
Enjoy!

Quick and Easy
Cheesy Egg & Sausage Rolls

By Monique Johnson
Guest Writer

Photo courtesy of electricrecipes.com
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Philanthropy Week
Card Competition takes place at 

the University Center

By Renee Summers
Guest Writer

 
   On Thursday, Nov. 13, National Philan-

thropy Week at the University of Michigan-
Dearborn featured a Card Creating Compe-
tition Thursday afternoon in the University 
Center. 

The Student Organization Advisory Coun-
cil (SOAC) teamed up with Phi Mu (ΦΜ) and 
Tau Kappa Epsilon (TKE) to create motiva-
tional holiday cards for children who will be 
hospitalized during the holidays. 

 The cards will be sent to children at a lo-
cal Children’s Miracle Network Hospital and 
to St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital in 
Memphis.

  “We’re trying to provide these sick chil-
dren the best holiday they can have,” Zach 
Kerstein, President of Tau Kappa Epsilon stat-
ed. “They’re going through something tough 

right now; even something as miniscule as a 
card can put a smile on their face.” 

  While it is called a competition, the con-
test is actually a friendly one between Phi Mu 
and Tau Kappa Epsilon. 

“The main goal is to work together and get 
as many cards made as possible,” said Phi 
Mu’s Samantha Belcher. 

 “Bragging rights between TKE and PM is 
very big,” Phi Mu’s Janelle Hamood said with 
a smile. More than 60 UM-Dearborn students 
gave their time and talents to make the event 
a success.  Those who took the time to make a 
holiday card were eligible to enter a raffle for 
a Starbuck’s gift card, courtesy of the SOAC. 

    It’s hard to enjoy the holidays when 
you’re in such a rough environment,” Hamood 
stated.  When asked if she had a holiday wish 
for this event, she added, “To make sure they 
know they’re loved, even by people they don’t 
know, and that everybody’s rooting for them.”

Photo courtesy of Renee SummersTomas Mauricio of TKE makes a holiday 

“Detroit Unleaded” 
motivates new beginnings

By Craig Henderson
Student Life Editor
 

   Featured during Philan-
thropy Week, the Office for 
Student Engagement, Metro-
politan Impact, and the Office 
of the Chancellor presented 
“Detroit Unleaded” on Tues-
day, Nov. 11 in Kochoff Hall.

Directed by Rola Nashef, 
“Detroit Unleaded” takes 
place in Michigan’s motor city 
at a gas station which is owned 
by a father and husband Ibra-
him, played by Akram El-
Ahmar. When his life comes 
to an end, his son Sami, por-
trayed by EJ Assi, must put his 
life on hold while he holds up 
what was once his dad’s busi-
ness. During this time, Sami’s 
mother Mariam, played by 
Mary Assel, is still mourning 
the death of her husband.

 Sami goes through mul-
tiple complications when it 
comes to his social life, his 
family life, and completing 
the goal of opening up anoth-
er gas station with his cousin 

Mike, played by Breaking 
Bad’s Mike Batayeh. Mike also 
drives around an ice cream 
truck to help bring in more 
accessories to sell at Sami’s gas 
station in order to increase 
profits.

 When Sami meets Naj, 
acted by Nada Shouhayib, he 
figures he may have a chance 
to get out of his dilemma and 
tries his best to maintain his 
sanity in his 10 foot by 4 foot 
walking space for the time be-
ing.

With Naj’s presence, there 
were bells that would ring 
which symbolized a new step 
forward for Naj and Sami’s re-
lationship.

 This movie was a lot about 
how Sami and his mother 
were economically and so-
cially trapped behind a bar-
rier of burdens. After the 
death of Sami’s dad, Sami had 
a bulletproof glass installed to 
prevent any potential thefts. 
However, that glass also rep-
resented a barrier between 
Sami’s world and the outside 

world he wants to join.
  There was a saying that 

went, “It only takes three bul-
lets to break the glass,” which 
could have represented indi-
rect hints from other charac-
ters to escape and be free. The 
more people who said that, 
the more the hint became ob-
vious to Sami.

With Sami sleeping during 
the day and working the night 
shift, Naj’s visits gave him the 
social freedom and fulfillment 
he needed to pass the time 
and connect with someone 
outside his own head; helping 
him break out of his mental 
barrier.

 At first, I thought this mov-
ie was mainly about the life of 
a youth without a father. Once 
I finished the movie, it turned 
out to be about new begin-
nings and breaking out of old 
habits and burdens.

 Director Rola Nashef did 
a great job with this movie. 
Afterwards, she took a Q & A 
from the audience.

Picture courtesy of Twitter.com

New Miss Maize & Blue crowned 
during Philanthropy Week

By Craig Henderson
Student Life Editor

On Thursday, Nov. 13, 
Delta Sigma Phi (ΔΣΦ) fra-
ternity hosted the annual Miss 
Maize & Blue Pageant to 
raise money for Rape Abuse 
& Incest National Network 
(RAINN) as part of Philan-
thropy Week. Last year’s 
winner was Alison Butula.

The pageant was started 
in 2008 by Will Sanders.

The pageant was broken 
up into multiple categories: 
Introduction Round, Cul-
ture and Talent, Athletic 
and Beachwear, School 
Spirit, and Formal Q&A.

The contestants were 
Ranequa Kelley-Boyd, 
Tiana Devasier, Mariam 
Saad, Caitlyn Mrsan , Lu-
pita Rodriguez, Nadia Ma-
jed, and Mishelle Dimitrova.

Ruh Fardin, a member of 
Delta Sigma Phi, says, “I am 
definitely impressed with all 
the contestants along with 
the diversity and culture they 
have shown. I would like to 
thank all the attendees for 
supporting the event and rais-
ing awareness for RAINN.”

For the final round, judges 
were given the opportunity 

to ask a contestant one 
question about their 
life, such as how they 

came to where they are to-
day and where they see 
themselves in five years.

Dimitrova was crowned 
2014 Miss Maize and Blue. 
She says, “I never win any-
thing, and this feels great.”

Saad took sec-
ond place, followed by 
Devasier in third place.

A raffle was held 
to conclude the event.

Announcer Sergio Br-
ilanti-Martinez, mem-
ber of Delta Sigma Phi, 
shared that the event raised 
over $300 for RAINN.

Craig Henderson/MJ

2014 Miss Maize and Blue 
Mishelle Dimitrova was crowned 
during Philanthropy Week Castle Can Drive produces donations for 

the Student Food Pantry

By Craig Henderson

Student life Editor

 
   On Wednesday, Nov. 12, 

Delta Phi Epsilon (ΔΦΕ), Tau 
Kappa Epsilon (ΤΚΕ) and Phi 
Sigma Sigma (ΦΣΣ), and Phi 
Mu (ΦΜ) participated in a 
Castle Can Drive on the Uni-
versity Center Stage for the 
University of Michigan Dear-
born’s Student Food Pantry.

 Delta Phi Epsilon does a 
food drive every year.

  Each Greek organization 
made their own castle out of 
soup cans and boxed goods. 

Each castle also featured the 
opportunity to give monetary 
donations, which also went to 
the student food pantry.

 Delta Phi Epsilon sorority 
sister Lindsey Reemer says, 
“I am glad to see all the do-
nations from student to the 
Student Food Pantry and how 
much the campus is helping 
out.”

 TKE member Matthew 
Ramey says, “It’s paying it 
forward to the fellow stu-
dents. They can come to the 
food pantry to find something 
to eat. We need to focus on 

our academics and not on 
where we will get our next 
meal.”

 The Student Food Pantry 
continued to collect donations 
until Nov. 19.

 The Castle Can Drive also 
represented a competition 
between the Greek Organiza-
tions of who could build the 
best castle.

 The winner was Phi Mu 
who was awarded with two 
banners worth $50 each. 
These banners will be used 
for their next philanthropy 
events.

Craig Henderson/MJ(Left to right) Megan Singh, Paige Williams, 
Christina Pedersen, Latifa Bazzi, Lindsey 
Reamer, and Taylor Sorgatz; Members of Delta 
Phi Epsilon

Interested in an editor position for next 
semester? Contact Savannah at 

umd.mj.editorinchief@gmail.com for more 
information!
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Nontheistic student club urges to 
By Craig Henderson
Student Life Editor
 

   The University of Michigan-Dear-
born Student Secular Alliance (UMDS-
SA) wishes to build a sense of commu-
nity on campus and connect with other 
organizations for further awareness of their club.

 According to UMDSSA’s social me-
dia webpage, they are a 501©3 educa-
tional nonprofit, and their mission is to 
unite, educate and help students and stu-
dent communities, which endorse the ide-
als of scientific and critical inquiry, democ-
racy, secularism and human based ethics.

 Co-Vice President Matt Jodoin says, 
“There is still a stigma with being non-
religious or calling one’s self an athe-
ist. We hope to bring like-minded peo-
ple together and dispel misconceptions.”

 Considering the UMDSSA is relative-
ly new, they are looking for new mem-
bers which either share the same ideas or 
who just want a good debate; all members 
are welcome regardless of theistic belief.

 The nontheistic club plans to host 
Ask an Atheist Day and also hold de-

bates on campus as well as collaborating 
with student organizations to host events.

 Jodoin shares that the UMDSSA is also open-
ing up a new executive board position, which 
recruits students to increase the member count.

  “We are here to help,” Jodoin says. “I have 
heard stories of people who believe in the same 
things I do and are stigmatized or go through 
hard times when they lose their belief in God.”

 President of UMDSSA Draven Rome-
ro says this student organization would 
like more recognition because they wish 
to make an impact on campus by promot-
ing acceptance among secular students.

  “We want people to realize that there is noth-
ing wrong with having secular ideals, and we 
want those that are secular to feel comfortable 
enough to not have to hide it,” Romero says.

 The club previously set up a Graveyard 
of the Gods display back in October, which 
Romero says it attracted a lot of attention.

Romero continues, “I am proud of the 
way the Secular Student Alliance has 
gained its individuality, and I hope that 
we can continue to engage the public. 
We are looking forward to a great year!”

Robotics Club welcomes all majors

By Craig Henderson
Student Life Editor
 

   The Intelligent System Club (ISC) is a 
student run organization that focuses on in-
novation through engineering while building 
intellectual systems that can operate pursue 
tasks that involve providing a service or find-
ing its way through an obstacle course.

 The ISC visits three different kinds of com-
petitions, such as the Autonomous Snowplow 
competition, the Intelligent Ground Vehicle 
Competition (IGVC), and the MATE Inter-
national ROV Competition. President of ISC 
Ben Pollatz says his team won second place in 
the IGVC out of 30 participating teams.

 Considering the club is meant for majors 
in electrical, computer, software and program 
engineering, Pollatz says his Club welcomes 
all majors. Currently, Pollatz says they are 
seeking out business majors.

 “While the university has been very gener-
ous to us, we do not want to continue to take 
advantage of their generosity,” Pollatz says on 
the reason on recruiting business students. He 

continues, “We want to try and see if we can 
show our products to outside companies and 
show them that we are developing real tech-
nology.”

 The University of Michigan-Dearborn 
Robotics club recruiting techniques involves 
showing their robots around campus as well as 
going to classes and advertising.

 Pollatz says the club is 20 members strong 
and says that this club has benefited him with 
a lot of experience. “I have gotten great practi-
cal experience while being part of the ISC. I 
can apply what is learned in the classroom into 
club activities. It gives me the opportunity to 
gain real world experience,” said Pollatz.  

 He plans on developing working seminars 
about how to program and operate software in 
general. Pollatz is a junior and is currently ma-
joring in Robotics Engineering and Electrical 
Engineering.

For information on the competitions and 
the Intelligent Systems Club, visit http://
isc.umd.umich.edu/index.html or email isc.
umd@gmail.com.

Photo Courtesy of the Intelligent Systems Club

Hollywood actors Rizwan Manji and Aasif Mandvi deliver 
perspective with “Conversation on Race”

By Paige Boyd
Guest Writer

  Sponsored by the 
Office of the Vice Chancel-
lor, the Office for Student 
Engagement, and the Insti-
tute for Social Policy and 
Understanding (ISPU), the 
University of Michigan-
Dearborn continued its tradi-
tion of thought-provoking 
and no-holds-barred dialogue 
by hosting actors Rizwan 
Manji and Aasif Mandvi for 
the latest “Conversation on 
Race” on Nov. 21.

The audience was treated 
to a night of prolific dialogue 
and a few laughs, as both 
Manji and Mandvi told stories 
about their careers and how 
they were somewhat affected 
by Hollywood’s perception of 
the Muslim community in the 
media.

After opening remarks 
from OSE director Reetha 
Perananamgam, Vice-Chan-
cellor Stanley Henderson, and 
ISPU’s Chief Operating Offi-
cer (and UM-Dearborn alum) 
Farhan Latif, the program 
went underway. Both Manji 
and Mandvi provided their 
insight into the film and tele-
vision industries and how the 
perception of Muslims, espe-
cially those of South Asian 
descent, played a role in their 
careers.

 One telling tale came from 
Manji, best known for his 

work on NBC’s “Outsourced” 
and Fox’s “24.” Originally, 
Manji requested not to be sent 
to auditions for stereotypical 
roles, due to his Muslim faith 
and his involvement with his 
community. However, after 
turning down a role on the 
Showtime drama “Sleeper 
Cell”, Manji was sent on a 
blind audition for “24” during 

its final season.
 “I had gone in, and the 

audition material you were 
getting to go into this was 
for a professor. I said ‘Oh, 
okay I can do this.’” Manji 
explained. “Now, I went in, I 
did the audition, I got the part, 
and what they said afterwards, 
when I got the part, was ‘So, 
the sides that we give you for 

the audition. Because we’re 
very secretive, we give you 
something that’s not what it 
is.’”

Manji’s role on “24”, as he 
would later find out, was as 
a terrorist in charge of mak-
ing bombs. Despite his initial 
objections, he did not back 
out of the role and instead fo-
cused on the bright side of the 

situation.
 “Once you actually get the 

part of ‘the bomb maker,’ and 
it’s going to be three episodes, 
which is a lot of money for 
someone who is struggling, I 
ended up taking the part. I ra-
tionalize it in my head. I said 
there was a good character in 
this, and in order to show the 
good part in it, you also have 

to show the bad part of it. It 
made me feel good, and my 
daughter was eating food, so I 
was happy,” Manji continued.

  During his segment, Man-
dvi, known as the “Senior 
Muslim Correspondent” of 
Comedy Central’s “The Daily 
Show with Jon Stewart,” de-
scribed another common is-
sue that actors of color face. 
When asked about the lack 
of non-stereotypical roles for 
South Asian actors, which 
leads to stiff competition, 
he said “I think these things 
move slowly.”

 The program concluded 
with an audience Q&A ses-
sion, which provided some 
insight as to how the shift to 
bring more positive Muslim 
portrayals to television and 
film. Mandvi summed up the 
“Conversation on Race” by 
saying, “I think what it re-
quires are storytellers; people 
willing to speak into the cul-
ture. We have entered the po-
litical arena; we have entered 
into the social arena. What 
we’re not willing to do is en-
ter the cultural arena and actu-
ally represent ourselves in the 
culture. That involves writers 
and producers, and it involves 
us being seen on television 
and having an infrastructure 
created so that no stories can’t 
be told, and that is how you 
break the status quo.”

Craig Henderson/MJNadia Roumani interviews with Rizwan Manji on 
Conversation of Race

Muslim Student Association’s Fastathon raises funds for local hunger relief organizations
Alyssa Dorchak
Guest Writer
 

  The Muslim Student As-
sociation (MSA) brought 
their hunger relief awareness 
to the University of Michi-
gan-Dearborn for their second 
annual 2FastFeed Fastathon, 
which raised about $1200.

 Approximately 120 stu-
dents across campus wore 
purple, aqua blue shirts, and 
numbered bibs to the univer-
sity on Thursday, Nov. 20.

 The day-long event in-

cluded the Islamic tradi-
tion of fasting from sunrise 
to sunset and abstaining 
from food and drink.

 Participants celebrat-
ed their fast with an array 
of foods and desserts, and 
they shared their stories 
about 2Fast2Feed as well.  

Ayesha Sheikh, a first 
time participant in 2Fast-
2Feed said, “It was amazing 
to see people of all races and 
ethnic backgrounds come 
together in the school com-
munity for a good cause.”

 Through the act of fast-
ing, 2Fast2Feed also empha-
sized community outreach. 
This year, the proceeds 
that came from the $10 
pledges went to local hun-
ger relief organizations, 
like the UM-Dearborn Stu-
dent Food Pantry, ACCESS, 
and Zaman International. 

 All of these commu-
nity partners were repre-
sented at the charity din-
ner and representatives 
Brigitte Fawaz (ACCESS) 
and Monica Boomer (Za-

man International) shared a 
brief overview of their or-
ganization and how they 
reach out to the community.

 As the dinner conclud-
ed, other strong support-
ers of 2Fast2Feed, such as 
Vice Chancellor Henderson 
and Dean, Martin Hershock 
took the stage to reflect on 
their fast and share their ex-
perience with the audience.

 “It’s not just about the 
physical part. You use the 
physical part to create a 
sense of sacrifice because 

it is takes you to a place 
where you can be more in 
tune with yourself,” said 
Vice Chancellor Henderson. 

“That is an appreciation 
that you don’t have unless 
you have actually done the 
fasting. I find what MSA 
does with the fastathon to 
be one of the most mean-
ingful things in the 10 years 
that I’ve been at the Univer-
sity of Michigan-Dearborn.”

Following Vice Chancel-
lor Henderson was CASL’s 
Dean, Martin Hershock. He 

gave some insight about his 
fasting experience by mak-
ing the connections across 
many years of history. 

“I was reminded as I 
fasted of the situations and 
circumstances of many oth-
ers both in the present day 
and in the past,” he said. 
“It was a very empowering 
and moving experience.” 

Happy Holidays from 
the Michigan Journal! 
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Michigan running back Drake Johnson barrels into the end zone for his second touchdown in the Wolverines’ 42-28 loss to Ohio State on Nov. 29, 2014. Johnson reportedly tore his ACL during this carry.

Women’s basketball falls to 
Lawrence Tech, 80-57

December 2, 2014
Vol. XLIV, No. 11

The University of Michigan-Dearborn women’s basketball team 
fell to Lawrence Tech, 80-57, in its fourth Wolverine-Hoosier Athletic 
Conference game of the season Tuesday.

UM-Dearborn (2-6, 1-3 WHAC) is on its fourth consecutive loss.
“It was a very winnable game,” said senior Andrea Collins. “I still 

think it’s a mental thing for us. We didn’t come out at the start of the 
second half mentally ready. As a young team, we still have to learn to 
play a full 40 minutes of basketball and not just play in spurts.”

Collins had 12 points against Lawrence Tech (4-3, 3-1 WHAC).
UM-Dearborn was able to keep up early in the first half, but after 

two back-to-back three pointers for Lawrence Tech, momentum was 
high for the Blue Devils. 

Lawrence Tech outscored UM-Dearborn entering the second half 
going on a 10-3 run and never held up.

Shooting was a major struggle for the Wolverines. 
They went 20-for-62 on field goals for the night compared to Law-

rence Tech’s 30-for-59. 
“I don’t think we played to our full potential, and our shooting was 

not good tonight,” said senior Courtney Teets, who had 14 points and 
eight rebounds against the Blue Devils. “Our shots wouldn’t fall and 

that really hurt us.”
For UM-Dearborn, having won only a single WHAC matchup, the 

mental aspect of the game is lacking with the team. 
“We have to do a better job of putting bodies on individuals and 

just being mentally tough,” head coach Dymetrius Ware said. “I think 
sometimes people think, they take toughness to mean being physical 
but sometimes toughness is just a mental thing. You just have to be 
mentally tough.”

Lawrence Tech forward Allison Kitchen had 27 points for the squad.  
The Wolverines are now overcoming another huge battle. 
Senior Jalissa Williams, who is a major asset to the team, is expected 

to be out with a knee injury until late January. 
Williams, who averages 23.7 points per game and 11.2 rebounds 

per game, was taken out late in the fourth quarter against Northwestern 
Ohio. 

“As far as the team, I think it has a huge impact because she was a 
big part of our offense and a great defensive presence. This just means 
that everybody has to step up their game,” said Collins about Williams’ 
injury. “Personally, it hit me hard. Jalissa and I have a bond on the court 
that we have built over the past couple of years that is something spe-
cial.”

After having this week off, the Wolverines head back to practice on 
Saturday to get set for December’s matchups. 

Now without Williams, UM-Dearborn heads south to take on Uni-
versity of Findlay in Ohio for another exhibition game on Dec. 1. 

“We use these games as benchmarks just to give us an idea of where 
we need to work on and where are we at and how better as we as a 
program have to get,” said Ware. “And I think Findlay will give another 
idea of that just like Wayne State did.”

Growing up in Ann Arbor, 
you get a good sense of the 
passionate rivalry between 
Michigan and Ohio State. 

The football game be-
tween the two teams might 
only happen once a year, but 
the pure hatred of both fan 
bases lasts 365 days.

Sophomore Drake John-
son attended Ann Arbor Pi-
oneer High School, located 
about 20 feet from Michigan 
Stadium. Both of his par-
ents attended Michigan. His 
mother Pamela, is the Mich-
igan cheerleading coach. 

There is no doubt he is 
where he should be. 

On Saturday, in Michi-
gan’s biggest game of the 
season, the kid who could 
walk to Michigan Stadium 

from his high school had the 
best game of his career.

Johnson totaled 74 rush-
ing yards and scored two 
touchdowns on 15 carries. 
He led the Wolverines with 
a 4.9 average gain per carry.

“Obviously (Johnson) 
was seeing things well,” 
said Michigan coach Brady 
Hoke. “He did (an) extreme-
ly good job with his vision.”

With 7:34 left in the sec-
ond quarter, Johnson scored 
a touchdown on a 2-yard run 
to give the Wolverines their 
only lead of the game.

The score wasn’t just an-
other touchdown; it pumped 
life into the Michigan team. 
It was a drive that Michigan 
had to work for in order to 
score, a 15-play drive in 
which the Wolverines drove 
the ball 95 yards. 

Those don’t happen of-

ten.
Ohio State started the sec-

ond half by putting together 
a scoring drive that took less 
than two minutes, giving the 
Buckeyes a 21-14 lead.

With the momentum 
bleeding red, Michigan 
needed to strike back. 

Michigan began the en-
suing drive on its 25-yard 
line. Offensive coordina-
tor Doug Nussmeier called 
three Johnson rushes to start 
the drive, which included 
an 8-yard carry on a critical 
third-and-1 situation.

Three plays later, John-
son picked up another first 
down, this time on a side-
line pass from quarterback 
Devin Gardner. 

As Michigan reached 
the Buckeyes 22-yard line, 
Nussmeier decided it was 
time for Johnson to play an-

other role: quarterback. He 
received a pitch from Gard-
ner, who then sprinted to-
wards the sideline. Johnson 
hit Gardner with a pass that 
gained 18 yards.

The very next play, John-
son found the end zone 
again on a 1-yard run. This 
time; however, there wasn’t 
celebration after the play.

Johnson appeared to in-
jure his right leg while be-
ing tackled as he piled into 
the end zone. He would not 
see game action in the rest 
of the game.

“I think he’ll be OK. I 
don’t know enough yet. 
We’ll see how it goes from 
here,” Hoke said, regarding 
Johnson’s injury.

After Johnson was in-
jured with 7:41 remaining 
in the third quarter, Michi-
gan would only rush for 

19 yards. Only four yards 
would come from a running 
back.

Even though the Wolver-
ines were playing a more 
desperate offense, it was 
clear the absence of Johnson 
was noticeable. 

He was replaced by 
De’Veon Smith, who started 
the year as Derrick Green’s 
backup. Smith and Green 
are bruising backs that can 
plow their way through 
many defenders, but John-
son has the vision a suc-
cessful running back needs 
to find the open lanes most 
players don’t see.

At  6-feet, 211 pounds, 
Johnson is smaller than his 
two companions but he uses 
it to his advantage. He shifts 
past defenders near the line 
of scrimmage, something 
Green and Smith have yet to 

show.
As the season now ends 

for Michigan, did a prolific 
career just start?

Since Green’s injury 
against Rutgers on Oct. 4, 
Johnson has rushed for 333 
yards and four touchdowns. 

After tearing his ACL as 
a redshirt freshman in Mich-
igan’s 2013 season opener, 
this was his best season by 
far. And going into next sea-
son, Johnson will not only 
have sharpened his skills, 
but he’ll have built up con-
fidence and experience from 
a breakout 2014 campaign. 

Next year, Michigan will 
have a full stable at running 
back with Green, Smith, 
Johnson, and Ty Issac, who 
transferred from the Univer-
sity of Southern California 
in June.

Ann Arbor native Johnson has career game vs. Ohio State

By VERONICA RATES
Staff Reporter
@VeronicaRates

Monthy update with
Athletic Director Matt Beaudry

By JERAMY STOVER
Staff Reporter
@JStover96

Sports Editor Ricky Lindsay 
and Staff Reporter Erick Lehm-
an sat down with University of 
Michigan-Dearborn athletic di-
rector Matt Beaudry in November 
for a monthly update surrounding 
the athletic department.

One big point Beaudry made 
was that he wants to strongly im-
prove the attendance and support 
at UM-Dearborn. 

“We need to first create a rela-
tionship with the community and 
understand what opportunities are 
available here,” Beaudry said. 

Beaudry noted that the Field-
house has a lot of foot traffic with 
what goes on for the university, as 
well as outside tournaments being 
played there.

Another topic was the addi-
tion of intramural sports and what 
could be expected.

“Additional programming is 
on (women’s basketball) coach 
(Dymetrius) Ware’s radar,” Be-
audry said. “Something he is tak-
ing an assessment of, our current 
structure and what’s been success-
ful and what we can do to benefit 
students who are here 24/7.”

Beaudry said Ware has been 
working with Bryan Earl on the 
intramural athletics.

“We’re trying to have an un-
derstanding of the students and 
what interests them,” Beaudry 
said.

The UM-Dearborn hockey 
team faces Oakland in an outdoor 
game on Jan. 3. Beaudry is excited 
for the opportunity the Wolverines 
have.

“Outdoor game will be tre-
mendous,” he said. “Unique ex-
perience for the student athletes, 
it’s a tremendous and creative 
marketing tool.”

By ERICK LEHMAN
Staff Reporter
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Members of the  Michigan 
Journal’s Sports Staff sub-
mitted a five-man ballot 

for the Heisman Trophy. A 
first place vote counts for 
5 points, with the number 
decreasing by one for each 

rank lower.

By RICKY LINDSAY
Sports Editor
@RLindz35

Michigan Journal 
Heisman Poll

#1 Marcus Mariota (5)

#2 Melvin Gordon

#4 J.T. Barrett

#4 Amari Cooper

#8 Dak Prescott

#6 Rashard Higgins

#8 Scooby Wright III

#5 Trevone Boykin

Ricky Lindsay/MJ
Former Ohio State quarterback Troy Smith (2002-2006) was enshrined in Ohio Stadium’s facade Nov. 29, 2014.

Last season Darryl Mobley Jr. 
was playing basketball for Henry 
Ford Community College. This 
season he has become an impact 
player for the University of Mich-
igan-Dearborn men’s basketball 
team. The junior transfer had a big 
week from Nov. 11-15, scoring 34 
points, four assists, three boards, 
and two steals.

After his performance, Mobley 
Jr. was nominated for the Michi-
gan Journal’s Player of the Week 
series. With 69 percent of the vote, 
he took home the honors.

Staff Reporter Geoff Mehl 
spoke with Mobley Jr. after being 
awarded Player of the Week.

Q. Where are you from and 
what high school did you at-
tend?

A. I am from Detroit, Michi-
gan and attended Thomas M. 
Cooley High School.

Q. What was it like finding 
out you were the Player of the 

Week?
A. I was shocked. I actually 

couldn’t believe it. Most of the 
guys on the team were talking 
about it, and I didn’t want to jinx 
myself by adding my comments 
to the discussion. I’m proud of 
myself and happy that I received 
this level of recognition for my tal-
ent with basketball. 

Q. What has the transition 
from HFCC to UM-Dearborn 
been like?

A. The transition has been 
quite a challenge for me. First 
with adjusting to the academics 
and as was as accepting roles on 
the basketball court as to where I 
fit in best. Getting used to this will 
take time but I love the challenge, 
so I’m ready. I didn’t expect things 
to happen so quickly for me, but 
I’m glad that I am here, and I’m 
willing to see how far I can go. 

Q. Outside of basketball, 
what are your hobbies or things 
you like to do?

A. I’m a writer. I enjoy writing 
poetry and short stories and watch-

ing movies. I dream of becoming 
a Newport columnist someday, so 
I exercise that daily. 

Q. What are your goals be-
yond college?

A. I really don’t know. If bas-
ketball goes well maybe overseas 
and if not then writing is a must. I 
love it, and I see myself going far 
with it. I started early my fresh-
man year in high school with the 
school newspaper, so I want to 
take this as far as I can.

Q. Who is your favorite NBA 
player and why?

A. Well he’s not in the NBA 
anymore but my favorite player 
is Richard Hamilton due to his 
mid-range jump shot. It’s a lost art 
to the game, and he was great at it 
and so am I.

Q. Do you model your game 
after anyone in the NBA?

A. Everyone says that I remind 
them of Jamaal Crawford for my 
nice three-point shot.

Q. Did you play any other 
sports in high school, and do 
you like any other sports?

A. Yeah, I played football for a 
year and ran cross country. I loved 
playing football but basketball is 
the game for me now.

Q.  What are some of your 
goals as a basketball player at 
UM-Dearborn?

A. To change the environment. 
I want to bring a winning spirit 
to this school and bring back the 
pride in our sports teams. I want 

to be remembered for never back-
ing down and always fighting to 
the end. I want people to feed off 
of that and respect the love I have 
for the game. Most of all, I want 
to value my education and show 
people that I am not just here for 
sports and that is first. I never had 
a red carpet effect ever while play-
ing sports, so to have this honor I 
am thankful for it all.

In the 111th rendition of ‘The 
Game’ Saturday, Ohio State en-
shrined former Heisman-winning 
quarterback Troy Smith inside 
Ohio Stadium.

His name and No. 10 were 
placed alongside eight former 
Ohio State legends in the stadi-
um’s facade between the first and 
second quarters of the Buckeyes’ 
42-28 win over Michigan.

Smith last starred for Ohio 

State in the 2006 season, where 
he led the Buckeyes to a national 
championship game appearance 
while cementing himself as one 
of the greatest quarterbacks to 
play in Columbus, Ohio.

And although Smith went 3-0 
against the Wolverines during his 
five-year career, it was that 2006 
season where both programs took 
a substantial shift.

Michigan was the No. 2 team 
in the nation and was in a position 
to compete for a national cham-
pionship bid when it traveled to 
Columbus to take on No. 1 Ohio 
State on Nov. 18, 2006. The Wol-
verines lost that game, 42-39, and 
finished the season 11-2 with a 
Rose Bowl loss.

Since then, Michigan hasn’t 
been close to being “Michigan,” 
while Ohio State — minus a re-
building year of sorts in 2011 after 

its tattoo scandal — has become a 
perennial powerhouse nationally.

The Wolverines have reached 
the 11-win plateau only once 
since 2011; the Buckeyes have 
reached the mark 11 times, in-
cluding the last three seasons un-
der Urban Meyer.

Smith’s enshrinement repre-
sents the difference between the 
two rivals. It’s been only eight 
years since he played for Ohio 
State, yet Smith is already hon-
ored as an all-time Buckeye. 

Michigan hasn’t had a player 
close to that stature since, will 
likely have endured three coach-
ing statures once Brady Hoke 
is relieved of his duties and has 
been marred by an embarrassing 
on-field product. 

To make matters worse, Mich-
igan won’t be going to a bowl 
game for the third time in the last 
seven seasons. From 1975-2007, 
Michigan made a bowl game ev-
ery season.

Yet Hoke and company are 
confident that better tides are 
coming. Why? Because of Mich-

igan’s youth movement.
“Oh, I know it is (heading into 

the right direction). I know it is, 
because of the youth that we have 
on our football team.” Hoke said, 
following Michigan’s 42-28 loss 
to Ohio State Saturday. “ Fifty-six 
players are two-deep, and 50 of 
them are coming back. When we 
were 11-2 (in 2011), we had 15 
fifth-year seniors. We had three 
this year. 

“There’s a lot to be said when 
you look at the maturity of your 
team experience-wise. You have 
a lot of guys that got experience, 
even guys that didn’t play this 
year, because they’re in a pro-
gram and they’re learning and of-
fense and learning a defense.”

Hoke’s right. Better days await 
Michigan. Being a bottom-heavy 
team with loads of young players, 
albeit a poor excuse, shows that. 

Jabrill Peppers’ season ended 
before it even began. Michigan 
started an offensive lineman — 
left tackle Mason Cole — in all 
12 games for the first time in 
program history. And next sea-

son, the Wolverines will possess 
four running backs that could be 
feature backs at other Division-1 
programs, five if Mike Weber re-
commits to the program.

The potential of next year’s 
team captivated fifth-year senior 
Jake Ryan after his final game 
collegiately.

“Devin, Will and I are the only 
fifth-year seniors on the team (that 
saw significant play),” Ryan said. 
“You know, just look at that. Fif-
ty-something younger guys that 
are coming back. It’s crazy how 
much this program can develop.”

The first step in Michigan’s 
future could be decided this week 
if Hoke is relieved, cueing a third 
coaching search in the last seven 
years. But it’s nothing new; the 
Wolverines have been down this 
road of angst all too often since 
2006.

Smith’s enshrinement by Ohio 
State shows just how far Michi-
gan has fallen since 2006.

Smith’s enshrinement shows 
how far Michigan has fallen

By GEOFF MEHL
Staff Reporter
@GeoffMehl

Q&A with UM-Dearborn Player 
of the Week, Darryl Mobley Jr. 

Photo courtesy of UM-Dearborn men’s basketball

Darryl Mobley Jr.

Men’s basketball wins first WHAC game of season

Conference play has start-
ed for men’s basketball in the 
Wolverine-Hoosier Athletic 
Conference. The University of 
Michigan-Dearborn failed to 
win its first three games against 
conference foes.

But sometimes good things 
come in fours.

UM-Dearborn (2-7, 1-3 
WHAC) routed Lawrence Tech 

University, 66-45, Tuesday in its 
fourth conference game of the 
season. Junior guard Darryl Mo-
bley Jr. led the Wolverines with 
18 points.

“I think we played a very 
good game,” sophomore Bran-
don Cole said. “A lot of people 
got involved in the offense, and 
we played solid defense as well.”

The Blue Devils led the Wol-
verines for the first five minutes, 
but from that point, they never 
had control of the scoreboard 

again. Khalil Beidoun scored 
eight consecutive points halfway 
through the first half to increase 
UM-Dearborn’s lead to double-
digits. The Wolverines took a 
30-23 lead into halftime.

Mobley Jr. scored 12 of his 
18 points in the second half. He 
finished 6-for-7 from three-point 
range on the night.

After a Mobley Jr. three 
pointer with 14:09 left, UM-
Dearborn’s lead did not fall 
below 10. Beidoun scored the 

Wolverines’ final three points to 
finish off the Blue Devils.

“Mobley had an amazing 
shooting display, which definite-
ly helped, and the early spark by 
Khalil Beidoun also got us go-
ing,” senior Jamiel Strickland 
said. “Both guys were a huge 
factor in our offensive success.”

Strickland scored 12 points 
and was 4-for-5 on three-point 
attempts.

Brandon Keur led Lawrence 
Tech with 12 points. 

The Wolverines shot over 50 
percent from the field and out-

rebounded the Blue Devils 30-
22. 

UM-Dearborn committed 
more fouls and turnovers than 
the Blue Devils, which is some-
thing Strickland says the team 
will work on.

“Reducing our turnovers and 
not foul,” Strickland said. “We 
are an excellent defensive team 
but we tend to put teams on 
the free-throw line which gives 
other teams easy points, and re-
ducing our turnovers can give us 
more shots and give them less 
chances.”

By JERAMY STOVER
Staff Reporter
@JStover96
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The University of Michigan-
Dearborn hockey team won 
its first Great Lakes Showcase 
championship after complet-
ing a three-game sweep Friday-
Sunday.

The host Wolverines won 
the final game, 3-0, over Sagi-
naw Valley State University on 
Sunday. The team was paced 
by goals from Michael Payne, 
Derek Kessler, and Ryan Arndt.

“I’m proud of the guys, we 
didn’t play to our full poten-
tial tonight, but still eeked out a 
win,” Head Coach Chris Haltin-
ner said. “It feels good to win, it’s 
something that we’re expected to 
win.” 

Freshman Ryan Urso was 
named the MVP of the Showcase 
after scoring one goal and dish-
ing five assists in three games. 
Goaltender Nate Ferris earned 
his first shutout as a Wolverine in 
the championship game against 
Saginaw Valley with 18 saves.

“It feels good to win a tour-
ney, get a trophy and get that 
monkey off my back to get my 
first shutout,” Ferris said.

“We won 3-0 tonight, but I 
really don’t think we got it all 
together until the third period, 
scored two goals,” Haltinner 
added.

UM-Dearborn had a tough 
challenge to overcome in Satur-
day night’s game against Mer-
cyhurst. The Wolverines found 
themselves down 2-0 after the 
first period, but would not just 
lay down. After scoring five 
goals in the second period, in-
cluding a hat trick from fresh-

man Jeff McFarland, they took a 
5-4 lead. The team did not look 
back from there.

Three more goals in the third 
period sealed the deal to send 
them to their first ever Showcase 
finals appearance.

“We beat Mercyhurst 8-4, but 
I really don’t think we played 
that great, didn’t play to our full 
potential,” Haltinner said.

“Saturday night was very 
emotional, the guys got fired up, 
it was a hard hitting game, and 
we pulled away from them late,” 
Ferris said about the exciting 
game Friday night.

It was the second straight 
game the Wolverines scored 
eight goals in after beating 
Michigan State 8-2 on Friday 
night. The Wolverines scored 
five goals in the second period 
of the game against the Spartans.

“I don’t think we played 
all that great against Michigan 
State,” Haltinner said. “We beat 

them 8-2, but I think we could 
have been way better.”

The level of competition in 
the tournament was high, de-
spite the difference in divisions. 
Michigan State and Saginaw 
Valley are both ACHA Divi-
sion-3 teams, while Mercyhurst, 
like UM-Dearborn, is an ACHA 
Division-1 team.

“The teams are good,” Hal-
tinner said. “Mercyhurst was 
ranked earlier, and they fight. 
The D-3 teams are ranked Top 5. 
MSU and SVSU both have dou-
ble our enrollment but are D-3. 
SVSU won a national champi-
onship a few years back, they 
always go for nationals.”

Overall, Haltinner was 
pleased with his team’s perfor-
mance, and the results. “We 
played good at points, bad at 
points, up and down like any 
team, but we won. And the 
teams we beat are definitely 
good teams,” Haltinner said.

Michigan’s season ends with loss to Ohio State

By ERICK LEHMAN
Staff Reporter
@ELehman29

Hockey wins first Great Lakes Showcase; 
Urso named tournament MVPThe Michigan Wolverines (5-7) fell in dis-

appointing fashion, 42-28, to their rival the 
Ohio State Buckeyes (11-1)  Saturday at Ohio 
Stadium in Columbus, Ohio.

After losing quarterback J.T. Barrett to a 
lower leg injury in the fourth quarter, Ohio 
State, up 28-21, found itself facing fourth-
and-one on the Michigan 44-yard line with 
just over five minutes to go. Buckeyes coach 
Urban Meyer decided to go for it and handed it 
sophomore running back Ezekial Elliott, who 
gashed up the middle taking it to the house.

The touchdown put the Buckeyes up 42-21, 
with 4:58 left to go in the game, clinching the 
rivalry win and an undefeated record in the 
Big Ten three seasons in a row. 

“The last fourth-and-one, we just misfit 
the run,” Michigan coach Brady Hoke said. 
“Probably overplayed the other side of the for-
mation more than we should’ve but you have 
to give them credit too.”

Ohio State had 416 yards of offense in the 
game. Barrett led the Buckeyes in passing with 
176 yards and a touchdown. Elliott rushed for 
121 yards and two touchdowns on 17 carries. 

Barrett also carried the ball 15 times for 89 
yards and two touchdowns. 

The Michigan offense finished with 372 
yards and was led by quarterback Devin Gard-
ner. 

Gardner had 233 yards passing with two 
touchdowns and an interception. He also 
rushed the ball 14 times for 62 yards. 

Drake Johnson led the team in rushing, car-
rying the ball 15 times for 74 yards and two 
touchdowns. 

Wide receiver Devin Funchess led the team 
in receiving with seven catches for 108 yards. 
Tight end Jake Butt also added four catches 
for 35 yards and a touchdown. 

“I’m really proud of this football team, dis-
appointed for them but as a group they hung 
together,” Hoke said. 

In the first quarter, Michigan started off 
sloppy. After an interception on Gardner’s first 
throw of the game by Ohio State defensive 
back Vonn Bell, the Buckeyes took advan-
tage. Ohio State’s drive lasted six plays for 41 
yards, when Barrett hit tight end Nick Vannett 
on a roll out for six yards and the touchdown.

Then on Michigan’s third drive of the 

game, the Wolverines got even and tied the 
game. Gardner led a seven play, 80-yard drive 
capped off by a 12-yard touchdown pass to 
Butt.

In the second quarter, Michigan put to-
gether an impressive drive to take a 14-7 lead. 
It lasted 15 plays for 95-yards and took 7:35 
off the clock before Johnson rushed it in from 
2-yards out for the score.

“When they got the ball at the five they said 
they were going to go 95 yards,” Hoke said. 
“That’s what they did.”

With just over two minutes left in the first 
half, Ohio State was able to get even going 
into the half. Barrett led the Buckeyes on a 10 
play, 83-yard drive before punching a 25-yard 
touchdown run in with just seven seconds re-
maining in the half.

Michigan had 203 yards of offense in the 
first half, rushing the ball for 74 yards and 
passing for 129 yards. The Wolverines had 13 
first downs and led Ohio State in time of pos-
session with 18:52.

Ohio State had 176 yards of offense with 
111 rushing and 65 passing. The Buckeyes 
had nine first downs and had four penalties for 
a total of 34 yards.

In the third quarter, it only took 1:52 for the 
Buckeyes to take the lead. Barrett led Ohio 
State on a five play, 72-yard drive, which end-
ed in a 2-yard run by Barrett to the corner of 
the end zone, putting the Buckeyes up 21-14.

On the next drive, the Wolverines got even 
again. After a halfback pass from Johnson to 
Gardner down to the four yard line, Johnson 
punched it in for his second touchdown of the 
afternoon.

Before the quarter was over, the Buckeyes 
were able to regain the lead. After a 14 play, 
81-yard drive, Elliott was able to run one in 
from 2-yards out to take the lead, 28-21 going 
into the fourth.

The fourth quarter turned out to be all 
Buckeyes. After the 44-yard touchdown run 
by Elliott to put Ohio State up by 14, defen-
sive end Joey Bosa caused a Gardner fumble 
that linebacker Darron Lee returned for 33-
yard touchdown to take the lead 42-21.

At the end of the game, Michigan added to 
their score when Gardner hit freshman receiv-
er Freddy Canteen for a 3-yard touchdown, 
capping the Wolverines’ loss.

Michigan’s season ends with a 5-7 record.

Photo courtesy of Ryan Urso
Ryan Urso poses with the Great Lakes Showcase trophy and MVP award.

By GEOFF MEHL
Staff Reporter
@GeoffMehl
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Top: Devin Funchess walks off the field following 
Michigan’s loss to Ohio State on Nov. 29, 2014. Left: 
Devin Gardner attempts to dive for a touchdown on a 
second-quarter run. Right: Ezekiel Elliott bursts past 
Jake Ryan on a first-quarter run. (Ricky Lindsay/MJ)
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