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BY GABBY JOSEPH
Guest Reporter

In honor of Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr., people cele-
brate his life every third Mon-
day of January by coming to-
gether and trying to promote 
his teachings. Today, stu-
dents, staff, and alumni came 
together to celebrate the 
22nd Annual MLK Day of 
Service. Volunteers were as-
signed to places such as Vis-
ta Maria, Fish and Loaves, 
and Detroit Rescue Mission 
last week, but walk-in vol-
unteers were also placed.

Volunteers arrived on 

campus at 7:45 a.m. for reg-
istration and a light break-
fast. Around 8:15a.m., there 
was a kickoff celebration in 
the University Center to get 
the volunteers excited for the 
day ahead. Soon after, vol-
unteers departed for their as-
signed location. From 9 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m., volunteers 
were at their sites with both 
friends and strangers, coming 
together for the same cause.

 Jonathan Larson, a co-
ordinator for the MLK Day 
of Service committee, has 
served in organizing the day 
for 4 years. “It reminds me 

of how much good there is 
in the world, when all you 
seem to see is the nega-
tive news,” he said. “It’s 
the most looked forward to 
event of the year for me.” 

The MLK Day of Ser-
vice is much more than vol-
unteering to a lot of people. 
It’s a way to understand and 
help people on a much more 
personal level. When asked 
what the MLK Day of Ser-
vice meant to him, Larson 
was most happy about indi-
viduals carrying on the lega-
cy of Martin Luther King Jr.  
“MLK Day means to me that 

people honor the life and leg-
acy of Dr. King and his im-
pact on our society by con-
tinuing to serve others in our 
society by doing something 
collectively,” Larson says. 

Watching the campus 
come together and take time 
out of their day off of school 
shows that the day itself is 
much more than volunteer-
ing. “I love knowing that 
students, staff, and alumni 
have chosen to take the day 
of and turn it into a day on 
and make a huge impact 
in the Metro Detroit com-
munity via a few hours of 

volunteering,” said Larson. 
Megan McDonald, a mem-

ber of the Cross Country team 
said, “Volunteering and giv-
ing back is such a great op-
portunity for personal growth 
and showing people that you 
care. A small simple task can 
mean so much to someone 
who does not usually see 
that kindness directed to-
wards them. Everyone wants 
to know that someone cares 
about them and I think MLK 
Day is a great opportunity 
for this campus to show how 
much we care about others.”

When asked what makes 

him so passionate about 
the Day of Service, Student 
Government Vice President 
Bradley Pischea said “The 
community around us can 
always use a little help, and 
even just one day of service 
can make a huge impact. I 
just hope that people will en-
joy this experience so much 
that they continue to do more 
projects and volunteer work. 

For more volunteer proj-
ects this semester, reach 
out to the Community In-
volvement and Volun-
teerism Center (CIViC) 
in the University Center.

UM-Dearborn celebrates 22nd annual 
Martin Luther King Day of Service

Student Government poses Yik Yak resolution
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BY COURTNEY MORRISON
Staff Reporter

Anonymity is considered 
one of the best benefits of 
the Internet. People are free 
to say what they want, how 
they want, at the click of a 
button. What happens though 
when people go too far?

On November 7th 2014 
student government, here at 
UMD, passed a resolution 
calling for the discontinua-
tion of Yik-Yak on campus. 

Before I go any fur-
ther let me explain what 
Yik-Yak is for those of 
you who aren’t aware. 
Yik-Yak is an anonymous 
social media app. The app al-
lows people to anonymously 
create and view “Yaks” 
(which can be anything peo-
ple are in the mood to share 
with the world) within a 10 
mile radius of them. Yik-Yak 
users can rate the “Yaks” 
and then they are ranked by 
popularity among the users. 

Amber Gasser the Chair 
of the Student and Academ-
ic Affairs Committee said 
that,“It was brought to stu-
dent government’s attention 
that Yik-Yak was being used 
to post nasty comments about 
people around campus.” 
Student government passed 

the resolution because they 
do not support the use of 
the app nor they do sup-
port their members using  it.

Student government’s 
resolution highlighted the 
main issues with Yik-Yak:
“Yik-Yak has become a 
venue for anonymous hate 
speech, sexual harassment, 
and other impermissible 
forms of discrimination and 
Yik-Yak users on the Univer-
sity of Michigan-Dearborn 
campus and surrounding 
areas have begun target-
ing specific groups based 
on ethnicity, sexual orien-
tation, gender, appearance, 
religion, and culture ...”

The resolution also points 
out that the app’s contents 
are a direct violation of 
UMD’s Code of Conduct and 
Mission Statement making 
it even more unacceptable.

Yik-Yak’s creators recog-
nize the issues of an anony-
mous app such as this one 
and address it on their web-
page “We’re committed to 
making Yik Yak a safe en-
vironment and keeping us-
ers ages 17+ on the app. To 
do this, we actively block 
high school and middle 
schools from Yik Yak via 
geofences. Parents can also 

block the app from through 
Restrictions settings on 
their child’s iOS device” 
This statement leaves some-
thing to be desired. Cy-
berbullying is not strictly 
a teen and “tween” issue. 

Even though student gov-
ernment can not force UMD 
students to discontinue use 
of Yik-Yak there is some-
thing else that can be done.

Yik-Yak offers the ser-
vice to create a “geofence” 
around a school, or univer-
sity to anyone who feels the 
app is doing more harm then 
good. The fence prevents 
the app from loading on 
users phones if they are in 
within certain limits of the 
fenced off location. There 
is an online form that can 
be filled out with the name 
of the school, and the lon-
gitude and latitude of the 
area in need of a geofence. 
The form http://support.
yikyakapp.com/ is pretty 
simple and the Yik-Yak 
website promises to get the 
fence up and running within 
72 hours of form submission 
(give or take the volume of 
submissions they received 
that day). A geofence seems 
to be the best way to han-
dle this ongoing problem. 
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Volunteers at Michigan Urban Farming Initiative (MUFI) Peter Jett, Phi Sigma Phi Fraternity President, volunteers at  the V.F.W Post 7910 with fellow 

Greek Life members
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Do you feel UM-Dearborn’s parking conditions have 
improved this semester?

Photo Courtesy of Larisa Marian/MJ
“Overall, campus has tried, but I feel we should add more 

parking garages.”
-Sabrina Gregory

Photo Courtesy of Larisa Marian/MJ

“I see no difference at all. It’s jsut as full as always.”
-Andrea Chavez

Photo Courtesy of Larisa Marian/MJ
“No. It’s impossible to find parking unless you get here early.”

-Angelina Camilleri

Photo Courtesy of Larisa Marian/MJ
“How does enforcing parking 

permits alleviate the fact that there 
aren’t even parking spots in the 

first place?”
-Mariam Asadullah

“There’s no such thing as a parking problem. 
People are too lazy to park in the parking struc-

ture, but at the same time, the parking struc-
ture is on the least trafficked part of campus.”

-Fiana Arbab

This semester, campus has decided to improve parking conditions by enforcing parking permits. 
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Student Government January Newsletter

BY SARAH ELHELOU
Student Government President

Welcome back, campus 
community! SG wishes ev-
eryone a great winter se-
mester. Today, we say fare-
well to an individual who 
has touched many hearts at 
UM-Dearborn. Vice Chan-

cellor Henderson has retired 
after 45 years of dedicated 
work to higher education. 
Student Government had 
the honor of awarding him 
as our Community Member 
of the Month last Friday. He 
shared many heartfelt words 
with the body as he looked 

back at all the wonderful 
times he has shared with 
Student Government. We 
thank him for all his support 
and the dedication he has 
put forth to ensure students 
enjoyed their experience on 
campus. We are proud to an-
nounce that over 300 toys, 

books and clothes were do-
nated to the SG Giving Tree 
during the fall semester. We 
would like to congratulate 
Smiles Against Cancer, the 
organization who donated 
the most to the Giving Tree 
and chose to donate all the 
gifts to the Children’s Hos-

pital of Michigan. Thank 
you to all the organizations 
who donated generously 
to the Giving Tree. SG is 
excited to get to work this 
semester. If you have any 
concerns or ideas you would 
like to propose to Student 
Government, please email 

me at selhelou@umich.edu. 
Our meetings will be occur-
ring every Friday at 6pm and 
they are open to the public. 
Stop by our office in 2112 
UC to learn about how to 
join our fellowship program 
or visit our website at umd-
studentgovernment.com.
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Smiles Against Cancer E-board and winners of Giving Tree competition are all smiles. 
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Design Change kicks-off UM-Dearborn’s 
largest idea pitch competition

BY SASCHA RAIYN
Guest Reporter

“You’ve heard of Shark 
Tank, said project student 
coordinator Usha Kadiyala. 
“This is goldfish tank here.”
Design Change 2015 asks 
students to pitch their ideas 
about improving mobility 
and access to healthy foods in 
the region. The competition 
is funded by a grant from the 
Michigan Initiative for Inno-
vation and Entrepreneurship. 

The College of Busi-
ness’ Center for Innova-
tion Research – iLabs – is 
overseeing the project.
Here’s how it works: stu-

dents pitch their original 
ideas. They then receive 
training and mentoring over 
several months to refine 
those ideas. The refined ideas 
are re-submitted. A panel of 
judges evaluates the pitches 
and chooses the winners. 
Winners get cash prizes and 
a chance to work toward put-
ting their ideas into action.

“The big vision is if one of 
our designers comes up with 
a really good idea we help 
them connect with the city 
(Detroit), ” said Kadiyala.
Design Change 2015 held 
its Competition Kick-off Jan 
15 at Fairlane Center North. 

A panel of local experts dis-
cussed the importance of tran-
sit and healthy food access.  
Panelist Noam Kimelman is 
the owner of Fresh Corner 
Café and the president of the 
board of the Detroit Food & 
Entrepreneurship Academy. 
His business makes fresh 
foods available via corner 
stores in Detroit. He says the 
business grew out of a similar 
student project in a graduate 
level health policy class at 
the University of Michigan. 
He said there is a natural in-
tersection between the issues 
of food access and mobility 
for many families in Detroit.

“About 30% of house-
holds don’t have access to a 
private vehicle,” Kimelman 
said. “I don’t know if you’ve 
ever done grocery shopping 
on a bus, but it’s not the most 
convenient way to shop.”
Students are not being asked 
to come up with ideas that 
address both mobility and 
food access. Panelist Fiona 
Ruddy, director of Food 
Access Programs at the De-
troit Eastern Market, sug-
gested students narrow their 
focus as much as possible.

“Can you tailor to Bridge 
card holders? Can you hone 
in on children?” Ruddy said.

“Great ideas don’t have 
to solve problems for a bil-
lion people at a time,” said 
Tim Davis, the director 
of iLabs. “Go out and ob-
serve people doing some-
thing and you wonder 
‘Why are they doing that?’”
Panelists suggested students 
work in teams and consider 
which community partners 
can help implement their 
ideas. Teams also can col-
lect a bigger share of the 
cash prize than individuals.
Panelist Ruth Johnson 
from Transit Riders Unit-
ed warned that students 
should make sure to re-

search what solutions are 
already being implemented.

“I get calls from all over 
the world – because Detroit 
is sexy – saying ‘I’ve got 
the solution,’” said John-
son. “If the community 
has already done a lot of 
work and is already going 
down this path then they 
won’t want to drop every-
thing to do something else.”

Design ideas are due Fe 
6. Workshops begin Jan 
29 and continue through 
Mar 12. For more informa-
tion, visit the iLabs web-
site at www.umdilabs.com.

Vice Chancellor Henderson attended his last Student Government meet-
ing.
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To the service of whom?

By ZAC PALMER
Staff Writer

I’m sure everybody has 
noticed by now, but if you 
haven’t been paying atten-
tion, gas prices are cheap! 
We can all leave the gas 
station without feeling like 
somebody has robbed us of 
our paycheck and our hu-
manity. You may be wonder-
ing why the prices are so low 
and if we have any chance of 
this enduring. It’s certainly 
not possible for anything this 
good to stick around right?

Well, we’ve all sort of 
got the same question, but 
the answer is not cut-and-
dry. The reason for the price 
decrease though, can be ex-
plained. Right now we have 
more oil than we know what 
to do with. Countries are 
pumping it out of the ground 
at all-time highs, and OPEC 
(Organization of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries) is not 
limiting production. That 
last part though is the part 
that really matters. Before, 
when prices would inch 
down, OPEC would reduce 
their output of oil, and the 
prices would surge back up 
above the four dollar/gallon 
price we were all used to. 

Back in June of this past 
year, oil prices peaked at 
$107.26/barrel. A week ago 
crude oil dipped below $50/
barrel for the first time since 
2009. We have a glut of oil, 
and the only solution was 
to drop the price, so here 
we are buying gas for half 
the price that we were last 
year. I used to pay upwards 
of $40 for a full tank, now I 
rarely pay more than $20. A 
trip to the gas station for me 
involved procrastination un-
til my empty light had been 
on for 20 miles and then the 
depressing upward tick of 
the price meter at the pump. 
What used to be an experi-
ence I dreaded has changed 
into one of shock and awe at 
the unbelievably low prices. 
It’s amazing how much one 
little thing can make your 
day that much better, and 
it’s happening to everyone 
across the United States.

It’s not every day you 
hear optimistic news related 
to oil coming out of Saudi 
Arabia, but their comments 
on how they’re approaching 
the surplus in the market is 
certainly one we can all look 
fondly upon. Saudi Arabia 
has decided to not cut back 

on oil production and con-
tinues to drill for as much as 
they can. This is great news 
for the long-term outlook as 
experts have predicted the 
average price for a gallon of 
gas in 2015 will be $2.60. 
As a consumer it’s hard to 
ask for much more after go-
ing through the outrageous 
prices of the last few years. 
I have personally never seen 
gas this low, and it’s come as 
a bit of a cultural shock to 
me, but you certainly won’t 
find me complaining.

Assuming that prices stay 
this low, I believe it offers us 
a unique opportunity. Impos-
ing a small gas tax would 
raise a huge sum of money, 
and we could fix our terrible 
Mich. roads. This has been 
discussed in the Michigan 
House, but nothing has been 
supported enough to warrant 
a vote. We’re at a point right 
now where the public may 
not be entirely outraged at a 
10 cent increase at the pump, 
if it means long-neglected 
roads will get much need-
ed attention. Mich. has the 
worst roads in the country, 
and the environment is ripe 
for opportunity. 

How do we deal with 
these low gas prices?

But after, let me take a selfie
By ANGIE KRUGER
Guest Writer

There is a new 
challenge going 
around the Inter-
net accompanied by 
a hashtag. Maybe 
you’ve heard of it, 
but if you haven’t, 
don’t worry about it; 
you’re probably do-
ing just fine on your 
own.

The One Act Chal-
lenge started as a ce-
lebrity trend, with 
the hashtag #1Act 
to go along with the 
not-so-challenging-
challenge. The idea 
behind this project is 
to join together—via 
Instagram and other 
sites—and be nice 
1 Act at a time, one 
#selfie at a time.

Here’s how it 
works: You perform 
a good deed—could 
be as simple as smil-
ing at a stranger—
and then you pose 
for a selfie with your 
index finger in the 

air, signifying 1 Act. 
You would then add 
a filter. Just kidding, 
you would then add 
a caption to go along 
with your photo. The 
caption would in-
clude the simple act 
of kindness you of-
fered to a stranger, 
and the Instagram 
names of the people 
whom you want to 
challenge to also 
do a good deed and 
then post a selfie, 
pat themselves on 
the back and then 
of course, challenge 
more hashtag users.
   When I first dis-
covered what the 
index finger meant, 
a lot of thoughts ran 
through my head, 
“What? The? Hell? 
Why? Why? Oh my 
gosh, why?” But my 
first thought was, 
“I really hope these 
people are doing 
more than one act of 
kindness daily.”

Why do we need 

a challenge to be 
kind? It shouldn’t 
be a challenge. Peo-
ple should smile 
because it’s conta-
gious, or hold the 

door because it’s 
courteous, or give a 
homeless guy a few 
bucks because he’s 
hungry. There is no 
reason to validate 
these simple acts of 
kindness, especially 
on the Internet, es-
pecially accompa-
nied with a photo 
you took of yourself. 
If young people need 
inspiration with self-
ies attached to be 
kind to strangers, 
then humanity is a 
lost cause.

 I’m all about be-
ing kind—well, not 
in the morning—but 
I try to be pleas-
ant to strangers. I’ll 

hold the door, I’ll 
donate to the Salva-
tion Army bucket at 
Christmas time, I’ll 
smile when I make 
eye contact, and I’ll 

even let you cut me 
off if there’s a traffic 
build-up, and no one 
else will let you in. It 
happens, people do 
those kinds of sim-
ple good deeds all of 
the time. I can’t re-
member the last time 
someone let the door 
close in front of me 
at school, and I doubt 
it was because those 
people were doing it 
with a 1 Act selfie in 
their future. I really 
just think they were 
being polite. Just im-
age if the world was 
actually just full of 
a bunch of self-cen-
tered a*******, who 
only did nice things 

for self-recognition; 
it would be a miser-
able place to live.

Why, oh why do 
people have to turn 
acts of kindness into 

an opportunity to 
take a selfie and pat 
themselves on the 
back? Something 
that was meant to 
be selfless is then 
turned into an adver-
tised image and de-
scription. What ever 
happened to doing 
a good deed for the 
sake of doing a good 
deed? The reward 
for doing some-
thing nice was feel-
ing good about it. 
Now, that just isn’t 
enough. The new re-
ward, evidentially, is 
just another excuse 
to take a selfie. Photo courtesy of jerseydemic.com

It’s quite fitting to talk 
about community service 
this time of the year. Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. Day asks 
Americans to serve in their 
communities, to volunteer, 
and to donate their time to 
pressing and urgent prob-
lems in their own neigh-
borhoods, and in their own 
backyards, as they use the 
principles and legacy of Dr. 
King. 

Volunteering is one of 
the most important pillars 
of communities; it brings 
people of so many different 
backgrounds together to try 
to solve different, important 
issues. I’ve personally been 
volunteering in different ar-
eas of my communities my 
entire life, and volunteer-
ing is definitely a humbling, 
unique experience. It means 
giving back to the commu-
nity that gives me so much, 
to check my privilege, and 
to understand and try and 
resolve problematic issues. 
Volunteering and commu-
nity service is much more 
than an act. It’s more of a 
way of life, of understand-
ing and doing. 

But sometimes volun-
teering isn’t as “good” as 
it initially suggests. On my 
Facebook feed, I oftentimes 
see countless posts about 
voluntourism, people who 
travel abroad to volunteer 
in different communities. 
For instance, some travel 
to try and give medical as-
sistance to some malnour-
ished children or assist 

with births in low-income 
clinics. You might be say-
ing how wonderful it is to 
give back to those in need 
(it is), and how noble it is 
for a student to use his or 
her vacation time to give 
back to those in need (quite 
so!), and how wonderful it 
is for students to travel and 
see sectors of the world 
they haven’t experienced 
(I agree). I haven’t gone 
on such trips myself, but 
I understand what a hum-

bling experience it must be 
to actually interact with the 
recipients of service in ways 
that differ from other forms 
of service, like donating to 
communities abroad, which 
can be quite detached from 
the actual ‘good’ deeds and 
community service. It hu-
manizes a process 

However, voluntourism 
can also be quite problem-
atic in ways that victimize 
and make the ‘recipients’ 
of the service extremely 
vulnerable and ‘Othered.’ 
By flashing a smile to the 
camera as you pose with a 
bunch of children at a hos-
pital, you’re ignoring their 
real plight as you intend to 
capture that picture-perfect, 
dashing smile, that perfect 
moment that captures your 
humane spirit and your giv-
ing heart that will for sure 
garner hundreds of likes 
on Facebook, hashtag ga-
lore: #VolunteeringinAfrica 
#SelfieTimeWithTheKids. 
It can be argued that in this 
case, voluntourism isn’t 
done for the betterment of 
communities abroad: it is 

done to better the lives of 
those donating their time 
and traveling. By portraying 
these children as passive in-
dividuals in need of a West-
ern savior and indicating 
that this medical student is 
their hero, their tie to a cul-
tured, privileged (Western) 
world, you’re making these 
people ‘Others,’ therefore 
reinforcing the perpetuation 
of acts of domination and 
subordination of some cul-
tures over others. 

I’m not saying that this is 
the case in all cases world-
wide; I understand that not 
all those who travel abroad 
to aid different communi-
ties fall under the category 
of those who simply travel 
abroad to feel better about 
themselves. But there are so 
many other different prob-
lematic situations that may 
arise in these situations, 
such as bringing Western-
ized views to countries that 
have different cultural prac-
tices and thus require non-
Western solutions. Thus, 
it’s not always easy to travel 
abroad and bring solutions 
that cannot be applicable to 
inhabitants of the country 
you’re visiting. 

So just remember that 
community service IS beau-
tiful. It is an act more peo-
ple should engage in - as 
long as they’re doing it for 
the right reasons and as long 
as they are hyperaware of 
the privileges they hold and 
the way they wish to resolve 
pressing issues. 

                                                                                  Photo courtesy of green-mom.com
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“There is no reason to validate these simple acts 
of kindness, especially on the Internet, especially 
accompanied with a photo you took of yourself.”

By LAURA SANCHEZ
Opinions Editor 

Singer-actress Demi Lovato tweets a selfie for the One Act 
Challenge
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I can’t afford Michael Kors, how can 
I afford an education?

Learn to let it go
By CODY DRAPER
Guest Writer

Recently, the NFL has been having a 
lot of problems with officiating. Some 
potential penalties went uncalled when 
our hometown football team, the Lions, 
lost to the Dallas Cowboys. The next 
week, what appeared to be an amazing 
acrobatic catch by Dez Bryant of the 
Cowboys, was overturned because the 
referees concluded that he failed to com-
plete the process of the catch, a rule that 
many in Detroit (and now Dallas) would 
find problematic. That play swung the 
momentum away from the Cowboys, 
and they ended up losing the game.

In each instance, the controversial 
calls were among the biggest talking 
points over the next week in the NFL. 
Situations like these are obviously worth 
discussing, as they had an impact on the 
end result of the games. However, as a 
Lions fan who would really like to see 
them win a playoff game before I die, 

I grew tired of hearing everyone from 
NFL experts to President Obama talk-
ing about how the Lions got robbed. You 
guys aren’t making me feel better!

The problem I have with these end-
less discussions is that they can’t change 
the past. Regardless of whether or not 
the correct call was made, once the game 
is over, it is final. The Lions and Cow-
boys are both sitting at home right now, 
and there’s no changing that. It doesn’t 
matter who should have won or who de-
served to win. One team wins, one team 
loses, and that is that. 

I believe it is pointless to keep harping 
on the same issue over and over again. 
Bad breaks happen, get over it. Some-
times they work out in your favor, and 
sometimes you are completely cheated. 
Instead of complaining about a mistake, 
do your part to make sure the same prob-
lem doesn’t happen again. Being able to 
overcome adversity is an important skill 
to learn in life, but it should be seen as 
especially vital for sports fanatics. 

So the next time something doesn’t 
go your way, instead of getting angry 
and spending a week brooding about 
what might have been, just let it go. 
Learn to move on. Having all that stress 
isn’t healthy anyway. Whenever a bad 
call goes against your team (and believe 
me, it will happen again), don’t hold a 
grudge. You can get upset, but then get 
over it. People aren’t perfect, mistakes 
will be made, and life is too short to be 
constantly calling into your local sports 
radio station to whine about the latest 
travesty against your favorite team.

“The problem I have with 
these endless discussions is 
that they can’t change the 
past. Regardless of whether 
or not the correct call was 
made, once the game is over, 
it is final.”

Photo courtesy of startelegram.com

By SAVANNAH RHEINHART
Editor-in-Chief

Since his time in office, President Obama 
has made the goal of affordable education a 
priority. With the student loan forgiveness 
plan and more recently, the Two-Year College 
Proposal, it seems as if solutions are trying to 
be found for the problem that is student loan 
debt. Unfortunately, any concrete and long-
term solution seems far off in the distance. 

Over the past few months, you would have 
been likely to find me spending a few days a 
week in the Office of Financial Aid, trying to 
clear up confusion about my student loans and 
other aid. It turns out that registering for your 
last semester of college is the most difficult. 
Maybe it’s just the university having trouble 
letting go, like the mother of an only child. 

As you can only imagine, I was beginning 
to get slightly perturbed about the constant 
back and forth, both on the phone and in per-
son. I mean, I can only listen to that “muzak” 
for so long before getting violent. Every time 
I thought I was finally set, had tuition paid for, 
and was going to register for classes, some-
thing held me up and the process began all 
over again. By the end of December, perturbed 
turned into revenge-fueled fury. 

Then, last week, I finally saw a light at the 

end of the tunnel. I received a phone call say-
ing that if I went to the Cashier’s office and 
paid a tuition late fee, I would be in the clear 
and could finally register for my last semes-
ter of classes. While not being happy about 
paying any more money toward my already 
outrageously priced “priceless” degree, I was 
more than delighted to clear up the situation 
and move on. But, having everything go so 
smoothly wouldn’t make for a great story, 
would it?

I’ll set the stage for you: a lovely young 
student is standing in line at the Cashier’s of-
fice, prepared with cash, a student ID, the nec-
essary paperwork, and the overwhelming urge 
to be helpful, in order to clean up the mess. If 
you would’ve told me what was going to hap-
pen next, I would not have believed you. 

I walk up to the window and explain that 
there is a hold on my account due to tuition 
payment late fees. I hand over my student ID, 
as well as the form that states all the necessary 
information from the Office of Financial Aid, 
and the money owed. Let me preface by say-
ing that while I am young, I am also very much 
in control of my own finances and education, 
both of which are quite independent from my 
parents. The staff member at Cashier’s then 
immediately put both of her hands up and said 

“I can’t touch ANY of 
this without the appro-
priate approval from 
financial aid.” I calmly 
explain to her my situ-
ation again and how 
the forms were the ap-
proval. She then asked 
if my parents could 
possibly come in and 
“deal with” the situ-
ation. Not only am I 
the one responsible for 
these things in my life, 
I am also an adult. If 
the roles were reversed, 

it would be absurd to ask a woman over forty 
if her parents could handle it, and the same 
should be said for me. 

She then made me wait while she called 
the OFA. This was directed by a hand wave 
to the side and an attitude. At this point, my 
general cool and quiet demeanor changed. I’m 
not sure if she was so rude and disrespectful 
because I was young, or because she saw that 
I was struggling financially. Either way, it was 
inexcusable. 

After waiting for over fifteen minutes, she 
proceeded to say that she is going to have the 
OFA call me and clear this up because she was 
unable to “deal with it”. Not only was it just 
lovely hearing my need to register for classes 

as something to “deal with”, but I was assured 
that I had the proper paperwork to proceed. 

I left in a voice-raised huff and waited for 
my phone call. An hour passed, then two. Fi-
nally, I decided to call. It turns out that she 
never made a phone call or left a message with 
the office. I’m just assuming the moment I left 
the window, any concerns I had left her mind. 

Luckily, for both my sanity and her ear, 
everything was cleared up. The OFA was ex-
tremely helpful and showed actual concern for 
my situation, unlike the Cashier’s office. To 
me, the worst part of all of this was my disap-

pointment. I have gone to this university for 
almost five years and have never been treated 
so poorly. Faculty, staff, and administrators 
have always treated me, and the other stu-
dents, with respect. I was honestly shocked by 
the way things developed. 

While you could say that the moral of this 
story is about respect and human decency, 
it’s so much more than that. It’s about young 
people in this country, unable to afford higher 
education. We are constantly told that we need 
to work hard, get an education, and be pro-
ductive members of society. Yet, we are left 
alone without any help to pay back upwards of 
$100,000 for a degree which won’t guarantee 
a job. 

The University of Michigan-Dearborn may 
be my community, but it’s clear that in the 
United States, college education is a business. 
They want to make money on what could now 
be said is a necessity. It’s obvious that there 
needs to be a change, but I don’t think that 
change lies in loan forgiveness programs. It’s 
more fundamental than that; it begins with the 
attitude held by for-profit universities. The 
Two-Year College Proposal could be the start 
of truly affordable higher education in this 
country, but it’s only the beginning. 

                                                                                            Photo courtesy of umdearborn.edu
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“We are constantly told that we need to work hard, get 
an education, and be productive members of society. Yet, 
we are left alone without any help to pay back upwards of 
$100,000 for a degree which won’t guarantee a job.”

The Ten Year War...Part II
By ASHLEY PRESTON
Staff Writer

Over a week ago, the first College Football 
Playoff National Championship was played.

For those who aren’t familiar with the bowl 
game and national championship procedures, 
this was the first year that the championship 
was determined by two playoff games—sim-
ilar to how the NFL has the regular season 
and then the playoffs for the Superbowl, ex-
cept on a smaller scale. This was a big year 
and many were pleased with the new change. 
It seems much more fair.

Ohio State (4) matched up against Oregon 
(2) for the game. Oregon was the predomi-
nant pick and having a Heisman Trophy win-
ning quarterback was just one of the many 
reasons why. Ohio State had other plans for 
the outcome, winning 42-20.

I’m not writing this week for The Michi-
gan Journal to exclaim Ohio State’s victory. 

Sure, I am glad they proved some things for 
The Big Ten conference, but they’re still 
Ohio State.

I want to take you for a walk down mem-
ory lane. 1969 was Bo Schembechler’s first 
year as head coach for the Wolverines. Af-
ter coaching experience with Woody Hayes 

at Miami of Ohio, the match-up with Ohio 
State was a big one, as Hayes was then Ohio 
State’s head coach. In 1969, Ohio State was 
just another team that was on Michigan’s 
schedule and one who kicked Michigan’s 
butt the year prior (14-50). Schembechler’s 
first year as coach began the “Ten Year War” 

which is the historical term used to describe 
how the Bo-Woody rivalry started the biggest 
rivalry in all of college football. 

The 1969 match up between the Wol-
verines and Buckeyes proved Michigan to 
be victorious over Ohio State. But not just 
any Ohio State team, the defending National 
Champions.

Flash forward to today. Jim Harbaugh has 
returned to Michigan and a seemingly bright 
future is ahead. As I’ve said before, great 
changes don’t happen overnight.

But Michigan has a defending National 
Champion team on their schedule for the last 
game of their 2015 regular season. Could 
it really be that history does repeat itself? 
There’s never any guarantee, but there is al-
ways hope. Which, as we’ve come to learn, 
is sometimes all you need. As for me, I’ll be 
there Nov. 28, 2015, hoping to see history 
made once again.

                                                                                   Photo courtesy of tampabaysports.com
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BY COLLIN WARD
Guest Writer

This was not a good year 
for the movie industry.

   Box office intake was 
down 5.2 percent from last 
year, Sony Pictures suffered a 
crippling cyber hack, and we 
lost some of our most beloved 
performers, including Phillip 
Seymour Hoffman and Robin 
Williams.

   Reasons like these are 
why it is so important to re-
member the films that stood 
out in 2014. 

   Starting with some 
honorable mentions: David 
Fincher’s smart and sexy 
“Gone Girl” adaptation, the 
indie romantic comedy “Ob-
vious Child,” sci-fi adventure 
“Snowpircer,” Australian di-
rector Jennifer Kent’s horror 
pop-up book film “The Baba-
dook,” and the Marion Cotil-
lard French film, “Two Days, 
One Night.” All very good 
movies, but could not crack a 
top 10 spot.

   Here are the top 10 films 
of 2014.  

10) “Nightcrawler”: This 
is a searing and satirical por-
trait of local TV news in Los 
Angles by first time director 
Dan Gilroy. “Think of our 
news as a screaming woman 
running down the street with 
her throat cut,” says a TV 
producer to Lou Bloom, an 
entrepreneurial sociopath, 
played with charm and a dev-
ilish smile by Jake Gyllenhaal 
in a career best performance. 
Bloom takes this advice liter-
ally and sets out with a camera 
to capture crime all over the 
city and sell it to TV stations 

(If it bleeds it leads). Shot by 
frequent L.A. photographer 
Robert Elswit and with a pow-
erful supporting performance 
by Rene Russo as the ruthless 
producer, “Nightcrawer” is a 
film that brilliantly examines 
what sells in today’s all me-
dia culture and delves into the 
minds of today’s can do gen-
eration. 

9) “The LEGO Movie”: 
The clunky, square-shaped, 
fingerless bodies of LEGOs 
are brought to hysterical life 
by co-writers and directors 
Phil Lord and Christopher 
Miller. The movie looks like 
some genius homemade stop-
motion by a kid and that gets 
its payoff in the movie’s third 
act. Featuring voice work by 
Will Arnett, Elizabeth Banks, 
Will Ferrell, Morgan Free-
man, and 2014 break out star 
Chris Pratt, everything about 
this animated film is awe-
some. 

8) “Interstellar”: Christo-
pher Nolan’s sci-fi adventure 
through wormholes and the 
fifth dimension may be con-
fusing, but it sure is beauti-
ful. You have to admire Nolan 
for just going for it, the scale, 
the story, the score by Hans 
Zimmer are all so massive in 
scope, which lead to a viewing 
experience on 70mm IMAX 
that was so overwhelmingly 
beautiful, yet intimate. No-
lan’s work on this film is sur-
prisingly experimental and 
without a doubt will influence 
and inspire filmmakers in the 
future.  

7) “Boyhood”: Director 

Richard Linklater’s 12-year 
spanning family drama sure 
is a sight to see. The story is 
simple, the life of a young 
man named Mason, played so 
naturally by Ellar Coltrane, 
from age five to age 18, pull-
ing the story off is another 
feat. For two weeks a year 
for 12 years straight Linklater 
got the same cast and crew to-
gether to film. Every year we 
see the actors age, the choices 
they make affect them, and 
the memories and bonds of 
family are all played out. It is 
a true testament to the com-
mitment of all the artists in 
front and behind the camera. 

6) “Birdman”: Riggin 
Thomson is a washed-up, 
has-been actor who once 
played an iconic superhero 
named Birdman. Michael 
Keaton, who most famously 
played Batman in the late 80s 
and early 90s, plays Thom-
son. Now, I am not saying 
Keaton is washed up, but you 
have to laugh at the similari-
ties. Once you get over that 
on the surface observation the 
movie blossoms into a story 
about a man fighting his in-
ner critic and demons. Shot in 
what looks like one long con-
tinuous take by cinematogra-
pher Emmanuel Lubezki, this 
fast-paced dark comedy never 
lets up. Director Alejandro 
G. Inarritu has assembled a 
powerhouse cast with Edward 
Norton, Naomi Watts, Emma 
Stone, Zach Galifianakis, An-
drea Riseborough, and Amy 
Ryan, but the true star is Ke-
aton who leaves everything 

on screen and surrenders him-
self to Birdman in what is one 
of the best performances of 
the year. 

5) “Foxcatcher”: There is 
an overall dread and uneasy 
feeling throughout “Fox-
catcher,” that feeling is mas-
terfully and meticulously 
crafted by director Bennett 
Miller who delivers us one of 
the most powerfully engross-
ing films of the year. Tack-
ing themes of the American 
dream, power, and family 
while telling the true and sto-
ry of Olympic wrestling team 
Mark and David Schultz and 
their multimillionaire sponsor 
John du Pont, played by the 
transformed Steve Carell. The 
brilliance of this film is in how 
amazingly real and average 
the story is, and I mean that in 
the best possible way. There 
is no “movie moment” where 
a character breaks down and 
we, as an audience, get all the 
motivations handed to us on a 
platter. There is none of that. 
Which makes the movie’s vi-
olent end all the more shock-
ing and ruthless because it is, 
like life, so random.  

4) “The Grand Budapest 
Hotel”: Director Wes Ander-
son has delivered us his fan-
tastically created worlds con-
sistently since the mid 90s. 
“The Grand Budapest Hotel” 
feels like a culmination of 
everything we have come to 
expect and love from the di-
rector, tracking shots, color-
fully rich lead and support-
ing characters, wonderfully 
produced sets and miniatures, 

and a fast wit to his language. 
If the commanding perfor-
mance by Ralph Fiennes as 
a legendary concierge does 
not hook you, the eye candy 
of sets, costumes, and props 
will. This is a director on top 
of his game delivering us joy-
ous entertainment. 

3) “Under the Skin”: This 
under-the-radar art flick is 
like nothing else on this list. 
For those skeptics who think 
movies cannot be art, check 
out this experimental film 
from director Jonathan Glaz-
er. Scarlett Johansson plays a 
mysterious unnamed woman 
who drives around the foggy 
roads of Scotland seducing 
men to come home with her. 
Glazer uses hidden cameras 
placed within the car to cap-
ture Johansson’s encounters 
with complete strangers on 
the road. Yes, completely ran-
dom people were used as ac-
tors in most parts of this film. 
Johansson disappears into the 
role as a woman trying to un-
derstand human behavior, and 
the end of the film leaves you 
with a statement of how truly 
ugly human nature can be.

2) “Selma”: This is a biop-
ic, which isn’t so much a bi-
opic as it is a capsule of a time 
and place that just so happens 
to be occupied by some of 
history’s most famous fig-
ures. Ava DuVernay’s film 
about Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. and his fight to get the vot-
ing rights act passed is a pow-
erful piece of cinema. This 
film could not be timelier in 
its depiction of police brutal-

ity and protest. The violence 
is real and horrible, but in 
DuVernay’s hands it is never 
gratuitous. Her smart and in-
timate perspective works im-
peccably well on this large-
scale film. David Oyelowo’s 
King is something to be seen. 
He does not go all out imita-
tion of Dr. King but totally 
embodies the spirit and im-
portance of his words; there is 
simply no better male perfor-
mance this year. 

1) “Whiplash”: First time 
director Damien Chazelle 
explodes onto the film scene 
with this passionate, power-
ful, and intense drama staring 
Miles Teller and J.K. Sim-
mons. Shot in only 19 days 
and working from a script 
he wrote, Chazelle tackles 
themes of power, student vs. 
teacher, and the pursue of per-
fection. A totally intoxicating 
story of young drummer An-
drew, played by one of the best 
young actors around, Teller, 
who is accepted into the most 
prestigious jazz band within 
his school. Fletcher, a ruth-
less drill sergeant played with 
ferocity by veteran character 
actor Simmons, conducts the 
band. Precision editing, sharp 
dialogue, and an engrossing 
character study of a young 
man’s decent into perfection. 
As Fletcher says, “There are 
no two words in the English 
language more harmful than 
‘good job’.” I will simply say 
“Whiplash” is the best film of 
2014.

Top 10 films of 2014

If you’re a fan of rock in 
any of its many sub-genres 
from the Metro-Detroit area, 
you’ve been to or at least 
heard of The Magic Stick. The 
venue, located on Woodward 
avenue in Downtown Detroit, 
has hosted hundreds of bands 
over its two decade lifespan. 
However, later this spring, the 
ringing of electric guitars and 
loud vocals will go silent in 
the upstairs rock venue and 
will be replaced by drum ma-
chines and bass drops.

According to reports from 
The Detroit Free Press, The 
Magic Stick will be closing 
its doors as a rock venue and 
will reopen as an Electronic 
Dance Music (EDM) club lat-
er this year. The owner of the 
Majestic complex, David Zai-
nea, will be teaming up with 
local entrepreneur and club 
owner Amir Daiza to reno-

vate the aging rock venue and 
transform it into a local haven 
for the Detroit electronic mu-
sic scene.

Daiza has found great suc-
cess with his previous proj-
ects, including Elektricity in 
downtown Pontiac. Along-
side Zainea, the pair will be 
completing over $250,000 in 
renovations before opening 
the yet unnamed venue. The 
partners have been working 
on this deal in the shadows for 
over a year, only announcing 
their plans earlier this month.

It’s no secret that in past 
several years, the electronic 
music scene has boomed 
across the globe as attendance 
of festivals and events has 
nearly doubled. The popular-
ity of electronic music, with 
roots set deep in Detroit, has 
exploded since its creation 
in the late 80’s. Opening ex-

clusive clubs like Bleu, The 
Grasshopper Underground, 
and TV Lounge, The Magic 
Stick will now join the ranks 
of an exclusive electronic 
club. Hosting a plethora of 

new DJ’s, bands, and 
events, the rock n’ roll 
wonderland will no longer be 
booking the bands that lead to 
its infamy.

Opening in the 1993, The 
Magic Stick has been known 
as a leading force in Detroit’s 
live music venues. It has host-

ed acts, such as The White 
Stripes, Kings of Leon, and 
Modest Mouse. Along  with 
the larger, more well known 
acts, The Stick is one of the 
only venues in the area to 

book the lesser known punk 
rock, ska, and metal acts loved 
by so many today. Though 
being one of the hottest live 
music forums in the area, the 
club must break away from 
the rock heritage that made it 

what it is today, in a gamble 
to bring it back from the red.

When the idea of The Stick 
going electronic is brought 
up, some have shown mixed 
opinions on the subject. 

“I don’t think that turn-
ing something that is a staple 
in Detroit for most people is 
such a great idea,” said Mitch-
ell Dart, a regular at the Mag-
ic Stick. “I think The Stick is 
home to a lot of people that 
are big into the music scene, 
especially the punk music 
scene. Even if they move it to 
The Majestic, it still wouldn’t 
be the same.” 

The Magic Stick, with 
its 550 person capacity, will 
still be showing acts during 
its transformation into its 
new format. The renovations 
will include new furnishings, 
more bar space, and new re-
strooms, as well as other 

cosmetic changes. While the 
Magic Stick is saying good-
bye to rock n’ roll, there will 
still be shows hosted at its sis-
ter venue, the Majestic The-
atre. 

According to the Free 
Press article, The Majes-
tic will be cutting back over 
60 percent of its area, going 
from a 1,000 to a 400 person 
venue. As The Stick prepares 
to make its changes, its loyal 
attendees prepare to remove 
their caps, hang their heads, 
and bid farewell to the place 
they call home as they search 
for somewhere to fill the void. 
Meanwhile, the EDM crowd 
of Detroit welcomes yet an-
other new club to dance the 
night away and see the elec-
tronic artists of today.

Parting ways with rock n’ roll
The Magic Stick to become EDM venueBY COLIN M. COLBECK

Staff Writer

Photo courtesy of themagicstick.com

For the 2015 North Ameri-
can International Auto Show 
(NAIAS) inDetroit, focuses 
on international power are 
high among domestic style 
and muscle.

 According to the NAIAS 
Chairman, Scott LaRiche, 94 
percent of the 55 vehicles that 

were introduced 
during the preview 
week were global 
vehicles.

 The show has 
the Cobo Center 
packed with every-
thing from the fu-
ture to the present 
and even a bit of 
the past too, with 
vehicles highlight-
ing just how exceptionally far 
the auto industry has come. 
Prototypes are interesting 
centers of attention during the 
2015 show, serving examples 
of what the very near future 
may have in store for auto en-
thusiasts everywhere.

As always, speed, 

s t y l e , 
a n d 
p o w e r 
are com-
m o n 
t r a i t s 
s p a n -
n i n g 
a c r o s s 
the vari-
ous car 
c o m -

panies with supercars steal-
ing much of the show. Ford’s 
2015 GT is a major hit and a 
must-see, not only because of 
the model reappearing, but 
because of its sleek yet el-
egant design.

Sports cars aren’t the only 
cars worth seeing, though, 

as the trucks, SUVS, sedans, 
and even vans on display 
are flashy enough to make a 
scene.

The various vehicle models 
from a plethora of automakers 
at the 2015 show don’t devi-
ate from previous models, but 
instead, put a fresh and shiny 
spin on 
the old 
w h i l e 
r a c -
ing full 
s p e e d 
into the 
future.

T h e 
Univer-
sity of 
M i c h i -

gan-Dearborn is even shining 
at the show with the student 
built Formula SAE vehicle 
on display among several 
cars also made by college 
students. The Formula SAE 
is a competition that allows 
students to design and build 
their own race cars.

UM-Dearborn 
has been involved 
in creating race-
cars since 1994 
with students 
from various 
majors ranging 
from engineering 
to business and 
even communica-
tions becoming 
involved with cre-

ating the vehicles as part of a 
team.

UM-Dearborn’s car and 
all the vehicles from around 
the world are on display from 
now until Sunday at the North 
American International Auto 
Show at the Cobo Center in 
Detroit.

For more information, visit 
naias.com.

2015 North American International Auto Show
BY AMBER AINSWORTH
Staff Writer

Photo courtesy of Amber Ainsworth/MJ
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POETRY CORNER
Life once it is written

By Melissa Ann Trotter

Life, once it’s written it is finished...
Life just as a book, once it’s written it is finished;

With each letter written, it is a step;
Perhaps a step towards something better;

Each word, a breath;
Each sentence, a moment;

A moment you can’t get back;
As it has already passed;
Each page, a new day;

Choose your letters, words and punctuation carefully;
Be sure to watch out for run on sentences.

Because each chapter is the ending and beginning of something big!
Proofread, but don’t re-read!

Perhaps life is to be written and not spoken;
So I’ve heard, “Silence is Golden.”

Always remember, once it’s written it is finished.
Don’t waste too much time stuck on a word, sentence, page or make a 

chapter too long, so not to confuse.
As you might not have time to proofread and rewrite it the way you 

wanted.
For at any time God can take back his pen.

Remember, You are allowed to write your life.
Whether it be as a story, novel, or most importantly as a poem.

Write each new day the way you’d like it to finish.

I would be the first to say 
that winter is probably my 
least favorite season ever. 
The LAST thing I want to do 
is go out in the snow. Howev-
er, there are a number of fun 
activities out there that are 
worth braving the cold for.

There’s skating, and you 
don’t even need to own a 
pair of skates. Both indoor 
and outdoor rinks offer use 
of figure and hockey skates 
for a minimal fee of around 
five dollars. The sharp sound 
of the blades cutting into the 
ice, the cool wind blowing 
past your face as you glide 
around the rink, spinning, 
and etching figure eights 
along the surface. What’s not 
to love? Oops, watch out for 
that rough patch! Meant to 
tell you about that...well, just 
walk it off, you’ll be fine.

And sledding! That’s al-
ways fun. I remember racing 
to get the best sled and speed-
ing down the hill in a spray 
of ice and snow. Beware of 
those saucer-sleds, though, 

they like to spin you around 
right before you hit that big 
bump and will set you fly-
ing backwards. I take my 
nephews and niece sledding 
all the time, and they have a 
ball. It does take a little con-
vincing to get them excited 
about venturing out into the 
cold, but they always enjoy 
themselves. Kids love it, in-
side your heart you know you 
love it, too. So, go ahead and 
give in to your inner child.

Let’s not forget about 
snowboarding and skiing. 
With amount of snow we’ve 
been getting and the great 
hills we have in Michigan, 
this is something that belongs 
on your list for the season. Ski 
resorts are common up north, 
with ready equipment and in-
structors who will show you 
the way.

Say you don’t care for 
winter sports, well, there’s 
still a good amount of enter-
tainment open to you. There 
are still Christmas light dis-
plays up around town. You 

could catch up on your shop-
ping. From one shopoholic to 
another, let me tell you, the 
sales are unbelievable. You 
could be really adventurous 
and host a bonfire and roast 
marshmallows and drink hot 
cocoa. Also, there are numer-
ous cities hosting ice carving 
competitions every weekend. 
Plymouth had one last week-
end, and there will be one in 
Frankenmuth from Jan. 22-
27 that you won’t want to 
miss.

Just because it’s cold out, 
doesn’t mean you can’t have 
a good time! Not everyone 
can enjoy the snow. I know 
people in California who 
have it delivered by the truck 
load just to get that Christ-
mas feel. We don’t even have 
to pay for that kind of atmo-
sphere. It comes naturally. I 
hope you take my advice and 
enjoy the season. Remember, 
it only comes once a year.

For more information on 
events happening in your 
area see michigan.org.

Winter Wonderland
BY MONICA SABELLA
A&E Editor

It was the early 2000’s when Seether dove 
into the music industry, a move that proved to 
be stellar for the rock group out of South Af-
rica. 

Since their earliest days, Seether has been 
working to perfect an evolving sound that still 
manages to gain a fanbase.

“We are still growing as a band and a lot of 
people still seem to care,” said drummer John 
Humphrey about the attention the band gets 
years and years after their debut.

From their Nirvana-inspired sound to the 
development of their own persona, the band 
has somehow managed to thrive for well over 
a decade in the music industry.

Exercising their creative power over music 
videos, like the hilariously entertaining “Same 
Damn Life” and penning hits that still receive 
publicity years after their release, are ways that 
the guys have managed to earn and maintain a 
loyal following. That group of fans is always 
receiving new sounds, something that not all 
artists are able to do when making seemingly 
new music.

“Fortunately, we’ve not really run into is-
sues of trying to “re-write” one of our songs,” 
Humphrey said about the band’s ability to 
consistently create songs and albums that are 
fresh and new. “With each album, our sound 
and music has evolved.”

Besides being original in the studio, 
Seether’s live shows are also of a reflection of 
their dedication to positively changing when 
necessary.

“You have to treat each night like it’s the 
first,” said Humphrey. He sees the band’s live 
shows as an obligation to give every fan a per-
formance that they deserve.

In addition to putting on an amazing show 
onstage, the group takes pride in being one of 
the few artists in the industry that doesn’t use 
Pro Tools or backtracks when playing live.

“The sounds you hear are coming from the 
four guys up on the stage,” said Humphrey of 
Seether’s concerts.

   Seether currently joins Papa Roach on a 
co-headlining tour that runs through the be-
ginning of February.

According to Humphrey, it’s only the start 
of Seether’s year on the road. The band also 
plans on touring in Australia, South America, 
and possibly Japan during 2015, though noth-
ing is ever truly set in stone.

“Keep your suitcase packed,” is the phrase 
Humphrey refers to as a band motto of sorts, 
adding, “We have some more shows booked.”

Catch Seether during their North American 
tour: Friday, Jan. 23 at 5:30 p.m. at the Fill-
more in Detroit. 

   Tickets:  $33-$45

Seether to rock Detroit and beyond in 2015BY AMBER AINSWORTH
Staff Writer

Photo courtesy of Stefanie Rosencratz

Flint may be the home of 
the University of Michigan’s 
other campus, but it is also the 
home of Adam Liske, known 
by his stage name DJ Lits. 

With 10 years of experi-
ence, DJ Lits knows exactly 
how to make the dance floor 
pop and the bass track drop. 
Liske originally purchased 
his first turntable to incorpo-
rate into his high school rock 
band. Soon after he added a 
synthesizer to mix in his own 
samples and sounds. When 
the band eventually broke 
apart, Liske was offered a gig 
to DJ a friend’s graduation 
party. Displaying a natural 
talent on the ones-and-twos, 
many others offered him jobs 
as well, and thus the musical 
career of DJ Lits was trans-
ported into the electronic mu-
sic scene.

Liske’s stage name is in 
part an abbreviation of his last 
name; however, it also stems 
from his fascination with 
lights, lasers, and of course, 
fireworks. Explosive pyro-
technics and dazzling light 
shows are the norm in EDM 
performances, and Liske em-
braces these tools with his 
usual party animal spirit. 

“I always make sure my 
performances are lit!” DJ Lits 
remarked.

Citing inspirations from 
artists such as Pendulum and 
The Prodigy, Liske takes his 
craft very seriously. 

When asked about his per-
formance he says: “It’s all 
about the music... it’s about 
looking at my audience and 
trying to figure out just by 
looking at them and feeling 
their vibes what they want to 

hear.” 
Coming from a rock and 

roll background gives Liske 

p e r s p e c t i v e s 
and talents most other DJ’s 
do not have. He at times in-
corporates his guitar and 
hardware synthesizer along 
with his turntables into his 

shows. Doing so allows him 
to play many different songs 
and blend various styles and 

genres seamlessly. 
“...perform[ing] both ways 

gives me twice the amount of 
opportunities to showcase my 
music,” he states.

Compared to Detroit, a 
town that has had a solid foot-
hold in the electronic dance 
music scene for many decades 
and is the birthplace of Tech-
no (one of many genres in 
EDM), the scene in Flint has a 
long way to go. Liske knows 
this but his commitment to his 
hometown is a driving force 
behind his creations. He be-
lieves that the area’s lack of 
demand for EDM music and 
artists will soon be a thing of 
the past. 

“Through Dubstep get-
ting popular; however, many 
bars in Flint now let us throw 
strictly EDM shows. I believe 
Dubstep relates heavy with 
rappers and rockers, because 
it takes elements from both 
styles of music and electroni-
cally puts it all together using 
new tones of multiple layered 

bass sounds,” says Liske. He 
went on to say,“ It wasn’t until 
Dubstep blew up that America 
really embraced EDM. It was 
a gateway music for all styles 
of EDM. And now that Trap 
is here you already know that 
a once rap dominate town is 
going to embrace trap music.”

The talent network in 
Flint is growing too. Liske 
mentions Key Mitch, Aura 
Wolfe, SALVO, Burli, Vin-
tage Future, DJ Hype, Peter 
McFray, DJ Cha Chi, and DJ 
Nadi. Strong performers are 
well worth the drive to Flint. 
Come check out DJ Lits or 
any of these talented artists at 
the Spring Bliss party or any 
Tuesday night at Southmoor 
Bar and Grill.

BY STEVE ROBENAULT
Staff Writer Hometown DJ lights up Flint night life

BY DESIREE HOY
Staff Writer

Lena Dunham is being 
called the voice of our gener-
ation, and if you’ve seen her 
HBO show “GIRLS” you’d 
immediately understand why 
her voice speaks volumes. As 
the co-creator, screenwriter, 
and main character of the 
show, the world has grown 
quite fond of Dunham. The 
basis of the show is watch-
ing a girl from East Lansing, 
Mich. try to make it as a 
writer in the Big Apple. One 
of the highlights of the whole 
series is watching Dunham’s 
character(who is obliviously 
narcissistic) constantly strug-
gle to make her friendships 
better.

Dunham’s character, Han-
nah Horvath, consistently 
forces herself into different 

crazy scenarios in order to 
have life experiences to cover 
for her book. The honesty of 
the characters create a “Real 
Life, Real World” effect that 
the audience finds to be corky, 
genius, and just absolutely hi-
larious. And talk about love 
life… the show also offers a 
different perspective of love 
that will strike you to your 
core. I quote Adam Driver; 
Dunham’s love interest in the 
show, “If you died my world 
blur, I wouldn’t know what a 
tree was.”  

There’s no doubt that Dun-
ham is the driving force be-
hind the show’s success be-
cause of her literary talent. 
Amongst other awards, Dun-
ham has numerous Emmy 
nominations and has won two 

Golden Globes. 
According to an article 

by Hadley Freeman for The 
Guardian, “Lena Dunham 
Exposes All, Again”, due to 
the success of the show Dun-
ham was offered 3.7 million 
by Random House Publica-
tions for her autobiography. 
The book, “Not That Kind of 
Girl”, is her tell-all about life- 
learned lessons and coming 
into her own. The book shows 
off sexuality in a “Sex in the 
City” kind of manner which 
reassures every woman, 
through self-acceptance, that 
eventually everything will 
be okay. Although, there has 
been criticism for her feminist 
views, Dunham’s book wide-
ly received high reviews.

As a fan of the show, I per-

sonally found the book to be 
very entertaining and gusty. 
It gave me an automatic back 
story on Dunham’s charac-
ter in the show who, in real-
ity, are one in the same. The 
fourth season of “GIRLS”  
just aired Sunday, Jan. 11. 
The show will continue its 
regularly scheduled Sunday 
nights at 9 p.m. eastern-time 
on HBO.  

During every season of 
“GIRLS”, quotes from the 
show are constantly trending 
on Twitter, Tumblr, Facebook, 
Pinterest, you name it! Social 
media is absolutely obsessed 
with the profoundly honest, 
yet hilarious things the char-
acters say. Quotes like, “I 
don’t want to freak you out, 
but I think that I might be the 

voice of my generation, or at 
least a voice 
of a genera-
tion.”, or “ 
When you 
just send me 
a text that’s 
all emoji’s 
it’s very easy 
to dismiss 
you… A 
panda, next 
to a gun, next 
to a wrapped 
gift… It 
makes no 
sense.” 

I think most women of our 
generation will find this show 
to be very relatable and cun-
ning in its efforts. My person-
al favorite quote is “A friend-
ship between college girls is 

grander, and more dramatic 
than any 
romance.” 
Everyone 
knows that 
your col-
lege years 
are about 
f i n d i n g 
yourself , 
but in the 
p r o c e s s , 
if you’re 
lucky, you 
also find 
a m a z -

ing life-long 
friends. What better name 
to call them, other than your 
“GIRLS?”

Lena Dunham: the literary voice of our generation
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Student Activities Board recruits players for 

Spy Wars

BY GHADEER ALARADI
Student Life Editor

 The Student Activities 
Board (SAB) set up a regis-
tration table on Wednesday, 
Jan. 14 on the University 
Stage from 11 a.m. – 5 p.m. to 
recruit players for Spy Wars.

  For the first time on cam-
pus, Spy Wars is a game that 
consists of players eliminat-
ing their targets using plas-
tic spoons, while avoiding 
the players targeting them. 

  “The idea was mentioned 
to us before from our advi-
sor,” said Matthew Myers, 

the chairman of the game 
and president of SAB. “We 
got inspiration from other 
SAB organizations, and we 
changed it to fit our campus.”

  Players who regis-
tered received a 
three-page rule-
book, where 
they can learn 
about the rules 
of the game, which will 
continue until mid-March.  

  The weapon of choice is a 
plastic spoon, and in order for 
a player to eliminate a target, 
they must touch them with 

the scoop side of the spoon. 
   “Since we are spon-

sored by the University, 
the weapon of choice is a 
plastic spoon,” said Myers.  

   The detailed rulebook 

includes Safe Zones, which 
are areas where players can-
not eliminate other play-
ers. Safe Zones include, 
classes in session, living 
spaces, bathrooms, places 

of worship, stairwells, etc. 
  “This year we’re hoping 

to get around 100 students, 
hopefully 200,” said Myers.

  Students who register for 
the game will be assigned ran-

domly to four different agen-
cies. In each agency, there will 
be a Director and a Chairman 
that will oversee everything. 

  The Director of each 
agency assigns targets to each 

player, and no one else is al-
lowed to eliminate that target 
but the assigned agent. Agents 
will be receiving emails about 
their assigned target, and 
will be given a new target 

within 24 hours 
of an elimination. 

 We hope to start 
by the end of next 
week,” said Myers.

  In order for the game to 
end, each person must be 
eliminated, leaving one Di-
rector behind, which will be 
the winning agency. Directors 
can only be eliminated if all 

their agents are eliminated. 
  The winning agency will 

receive an engraved trophy. 
  “This is something we’re 

looking to do once a year, as a 
campus tradition,” said Myers. 

  The game will end with 
an ice cream party on the ten-
tative date of March 16. “The 
game never stops. When-
ever students get free time, 
they can join,” said Myers.

  Students can stop by the 
SAB office (UC 2130) to 
register to become an agent 
and participate in Spy Wars. 

“The game never stops. Whenever 
students get free time, they can join.”

Get to know an organization: Circle K
BY GHADEER ALARADI
Student Life Editor

  Circle K is an international 
organization on campus dedi-
cated to community service, 
leadership development, and 
is a friendship organization.

The motto of Circle K 
is to bring members of the 
community together and 
get them more involved 
through visiting and tour-
ing various organizations. 

  The impact of each 
member and all organiza-
tions have with each other 
within the larger community 
is important. Circle K helps 

students realize each mem-
ber is responsible for what 
happens in their community.

For this semester, stu-
dents should be on the 
lookout for fundraisers 
that are being planned. 

Friday, Jan. 23 at 6 p.m. 
in the Field House is the 
wheelchair basketball game 
with the Detroit Diehards 
from the Rehabilitation In-
stitute of Michigan (RIM). 
It costs $10 to play, and 
all proceeds go to RIM’s 
adapted sports programs.

“We want to get more in-
volved on campus so that 

people can hear about us and 
come volunteer with us when 
they can,” said Teiana McGa-
hey, the President of Circle K.

Circle K also plans on 
expanding their knowl-
edge about the Dearborn 
and Detroit communities. 

“I think that going di-
rectly into the some of the 
city’s problem areas can 
show us what needs to be 
done to help out,” said Mc-
Gahey. “I believe that this 
group can help foster some 
really effective leaders.”

Circle K currently has 12 
paid members, and they are 

always looking for more.
One of Circle K’s most suc-

cessful events is the “Trick or 
Treat for UNICEF” fundrais-
er around Halloween. Circle 
K members left change col-
lectors and raised over $200 
for neonatal tetanus vaccines. 

 Members also got a chance 
to volunteer with over 15 dif-
ferent areas around the state in-
cluding the Dearborn Animal 
Shelter, Penrickton Center, 
Starfish Family Services, etc. 

Another event held by Cir-
cle K was volunteering with 
PB&J in Detroit. Members 
woke up at 5 a.m. to pass out 

lunch bags to those in need. 
“I remember it was so 

cold outside but the peo-
ple we handed lunch bags 
to were so friendly and 
so grateful, and the whole 
morning was just really eye 
opening,” said McGahey.

 “We all felt sure that there 
were so many things that 
need fixing, and of course 
still do, and I think that re-
ally sparked something 
that still keeps us looking 
for more,” said McGahey. 

It is extremely impor-
tant for McGahey and the 
organization to look at the 

bigger picture and think 
about others sometimes 
rather than themselves. 

“We get to learn so 
much, and we all do it to-
gether, so everything to-
gether just makes it all really 
powerful,” said McGahey. 

Anyone can attend the 
volunteering events; they 
do not have to be a mem-
ber of Circle K. If anyone 
is interested in joining Cir-
cle K, contact McGahey 
at tmcgahey@umich.edu.   

Meetings are on Thursdays 
at 8 p.m. in 1225 UC, and 
anyone is welcome to stop by. 

Ghadeer Alaradi/MJMembers of SAB recruit Spy Wars players on the UC stage.

Photo courtesy of Circle KMembers volunteer during the Dearborn Homecoming-Special All Stars event. 
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Student Organization of the Week:
Muslim Student Association

BY GHADEER ALARADI
Student Life Editor

  The Muslim Student 
Association (MSA) is a na-
tional organization that 
has been on The Univer-
sity of Michigan-Dearborn 
campus for over 20 years. 

   The purpose of MSA is 
to connect Muslim and non-
Muslim students on cam-
pus and to provide a place 
for Muslims to connect 
and learn from each other. 

   MSA’s goals for this 
semester are to connect 
with the local and cam-
pus community at large. 

 MSA hosts educational, 
social, and community events 
on campus. They also host 
a congregational prayer ev-
ery Friday, because Friday 
is a holy day for Muslims.  

  This semester, Friday 
prayers will be held in Ko-
choff Hall, because the reflec-
tion room isn’t large enough 

for everyone attending.
   MSA has about 30-

35 members including the 
general body members. 

   Despite the large Muslim 
population in Dearborn, MSA 
has not seen as much involve-
ment from most Muslims.

   “We’ve had people out of 
state come and express their 
s h o c k 
due to the 
lack of in-
volvement 
from Mus-
lims on 
campus because of that rea-
son,” said Sameerah Mohiud-
din, the Director of Sisterhood.

   MSA members are 
also open and responsive to 
questions from non-Mus-
lims. “I still get the “why 
do you wear Hijab” ques-
tion,” said Mariam Asadul-
lah, the President of MSA.

  “Once someone asked 
me, “What if your head is 

itching you?” said Mal-
ak Nasser, the Secretary.

   “Because we’re so sur-
rounded by Muslims, non-
Muslims become curious 
about Islam, and they want to 
ask questions but they don’t 
know how to approach us. 
Once people become friends 
with each other, these ques-

tions come up,” said Amina 
Marini, the Finance Chair.

   “We’re still here as MSA 
to answer these questions, 
and people have approached 
us at our MSA cubicle and 
asked us questions, which is 
always welcome,” said Mo-
hiuddin. “As the school is 
expanding with The Union, 
more people are coming from 
out of state, and I can see 

the curiosity in their eyes.”
   One of MSA’s most suc-

cessful events is the Fast-a-
thon, which they have been 
hosting every year since 
Fall 2013. Fast-a-thon is a 
national event held by the 
same organization (MSA) 
on different campuses. 

   Fast-a-thon is an event 

in which students and faculty 
members participate in fast-
ing the entire day from sunrise 
until sunset. This is a practice 
observed by Muslims during 
the Holy month of Ramadan.  

   Many participants were 
non-Muslims, including Vice 
Chancellor Henderson. “Non-
Muslims are interested in this, 
because it’s going for a good 
cause and they’re trying some-

thing new,” said Asadullah.
   Participants pledged $10 

to fast for a day, break their 
fast together, and share their 
experiences with each other. 
The people who pledged also 
received a “pledge pack”, 
which included a drawstring 
bag, a t-shirt, and more. All 
proceeds went to three or 

four charities. 
   The 

Fast-a-thon 
has quickly 
become an 
annual event 

that MSA holds, and they are 
hoping to make it a tradition. 

   The Unity Dinner is 
also one of MSA’s tradi-
tions on the UM-Dearborn 
campus. MSA has held the 
Unity dinner every year 
since 9/11 to bridge the gap 
between different religions. 

   “The dinner was formed 
to create a better relation-
ship with the greater Detroit 

community and to let them 
know more about us and 
vice versa,” said Mohiuddin.

   The Unity Dinner attracts 
different students every year, 
and it is held in a venue out-
side of campus. The panel of 
speakers come from differ-
ent backgrounds, and they 
emphasize the similarities 
between different religions.

 “People shouldn’t shy 
away from joining just be-
cause they aren’t Muslim 
- we have a non-Muslim on 
our EBoard,” said Asadullah.

   Students can join MSA 
by joining their mailing list 
at msa.umdearborn@gmail.
com. Their general body 
meetings are held every oth-
er Monday at 5 p.m.. Their 
first general body meeting 
for the semester is Jan. 26. 

Design Change Competition Kick-Off hosts largest 
idea pitch competition on campus

BY GHADEER ALARADI
Student Life Editor

The Office of the Provost 
and the College of Busi-
ness hosted a Design Change 
Competition Kick-Off on Jan. 
15 in the Fairlane Center. 

The event was a kick-off 
for a competition in which 
all students can pitch ideas 
regarding the solutions to 
the regional issues of mo-
bility and healthy foods. 

Being the largest idea 
pitch competition at the 
University of Michigan-
Dearborn, the prize will be 
around $8-$10,000 worth 
of money split amongst 
the five or six winners. 

The Kickoff consisted of a 
panel of directors from differ-
ent organizations in Detroit 
that introduced the different 
issues in the area. Students 
attended and listened to the 

rules of the competition. 
Between now and April, 

there will be six workshops 
to help students learn more 
about the regional challeng-
es. These workshops will 
help students come up with 
solutions to these issues. 

Everyone is welcome 
to participate and pitch in 
their idea for a chance to 
win the prize. The money 
is up to the winners to use. 

“Ideas include creating 
an app for bus stations, roof 
top gardens, there are endless 
possibilities,” said Usha Kadi-
yala, the Program Manager. 

“The idea is simple, and 
in three steps: come up 
with ideas, attend work-
shops, and pitch for prizes 
in April,” said Kadiyala. 

The workshops will be 
held throughout the semes-
ter, and all students are wel-

come to attend. There will 
be idea workshops, market-
ing, and sales workshops. 
The details are posted on 
the website: http://www.um-
dilabs.com/designchange. 

“Our next step for now 
is that we want to add lawn 
signs in the space between 
the UC and the Science 
Building,” said Kadiyala. 

Kadiyala said that they 
would like to bring more en-

gineers to pitch their ideas, 
but they were not very re-
sponsive. All students at-
tending UM-Dearborn are 
welcome to think of solu-
tions regarding mobility and 
healthy foods in the region. 

Ideas can be submitted 
through the website above, 
in order to have a chance of 
winning. The deadline for 
submitting ideas is Feb. 6. 

“People shouldn’t shy away from joining just because they  
aren’t Muslim - we have a non-Muslim on our EBoard.”

Photo Courtesy of http://umdilabs.com/

Want to gain writing experience?
Interested in attending events and learning about new 

student organizations?
Become a Student Life writer!

Email us at
umd.mj.studentlife@gmail.com

Photo courtesy of MSA.



SportsThe Michigan Journal/10
@MichiganJournal@TMJSports

Ricky Lindsay/MJ
Jim Harbaugh speaks to the media during his introductory press conference after becoming Michigan’s 20th head coach in program history Dec. 

30, 2014. Harbaugh played quarterback for the Wolverines collegiately from 1982-1986.

Jim Harbaugh’s staff at Mich-
igan continues to take shape as 
the offseason enters winter con-
ditioning.

Harbaugh announced the hir-
ing of Kevin Tolbert as the pro-
gram’s strength and condition-
ing director on Jan. 12. Tolbert 
served as an assistant strength 
coach on Lloyd Carr’s staff at 
Michigan from 2001-2007.

“Kevin is an outstanding 
leader who will immediately 
make an impact on the young 
men in our program as the direc-
tor of strength and conditioning,” 
Harbaugh said in a statement. 
“He brings tremendous experi-

ence from the NFL and colle-
giate ranks, and his knowledge 
of Michigan makes him a ter-
rific addition. He is a competitor 
and a winner, and I couldn’t be 
happier to have him here in Ann 
Arbor.”

The hiring reunites Harbaugh 
and Tolbert. The two worked to-
gether at Stanford and with the 
San Francisco 49ers for the past 
six years.

“Having the opportunity to 
return to Michigan, and come 
here with Coach Harbaugh, is 
an opportunity that I know is the 
right fit,” Tolbert said in a state-
ment. “I spent many great years 
in Ann Arbor, and have had the 
good fortune to work with Jim 
for several years after that. I look 

forward to getting started again 
here. We want to be competitors 
and leaders in everything we do. 
That is the mission of Michigan, 
and I am excited to be a part of 
it.”

Tolbert has also worked for 
the Detroit Lions and Miami 
Hurricanes and specialized in 
developing “team speed” during 
his previous stint at Michigan.

Later that afternoon, Michi-
gan announced Greg Mattison’s 
retainment on the staff. Previ-
ously serving as Michigan’s de-
fensive coordinator from 2011-
2014, he will work with the 
defensive line under Harbaugh.

“I am very excited that Greg 
will remain here in Ann Arbor 
to continue coaching at this out-

standing University,” Harbaugh 
said in a statement. “He is a 
coach of the highest caliber who 
has dedicated his life to mold-
ing young men into outstanding 
people. He has strong bonds with 
our players and within this com-
munity. I have known Greg for a 
long time, and am so pleased that 
our relationship will continue 
here at Michigan.”

Mattison, 65, has coached for 
10 organizations in a career span-
ning four decades, but Michigan 
was just different.

“Michigan is a special place 
to me, and I am excited to be a 
part of Jim’s staff,” Mattison said 
in a statement. “This University 
and this community mean a lot 
to me and my family. Having the 

opportunity to continue coaching 
a group I’ve grown so close to is 
very special. I look forward to 
continuing my work with these 
young men.”

Harbaugh’s secondary will 
feature another reunion. On Jan. 
14, Michigan announced the 
hiring of secondary coach Greg 
Jackson. He held the same posi-
tion with Harbaugh’s 49ers for 
the past four years.

“I am very excited to be here 
at the University of Michigan,” 
Jackson said in a statement. “I 
have always known this is a spe-
cial place, so when Coach Har-
baugh asked me to join his staff 
there was no way I was going to 
pass up this tremendous opportu-
nity. This school has it all, both 
academics and athletics that are 
steeped in tradition. I can’t wait 
to get to work with our student-
athletes.”

Jackson, 48, spent 12 NFL 
seasons as a safety, playing the 
final two years of his career 
alongside Harbaugh with the 
San Diego Chargers.

The 49ers’ secondary ranked 
as one of the best groups in the 
NFL under Jackson’s leadership. 
The 49ers boasted the NFC’s best 
pass defense in 2012, allowing 
200.2 passing yards per game. In 
2011, Jackson’s defensive backs 
totaled 22 interceptions, ranking 
second in the NFL.

On Jan. 16, Michigan’s hiring 
of John Baxter as special teams 
coordinator was officially an-
nounced. He spent the past four 
years as USC’s associate head 
coach and special teams coordi-
nator.

“John Baxter has long been 
considered one of the premier 
special teams coordinators in the 
country and I am thrilled to have 
him on our staff,” Harbaugh 
said in a statement. “His special 

teams units have consistently 
been a force to be reckoned with. 
In addition to his success on the 
field, I am confident that John’s 
innovative ‘Academic Game-
plan’ will be a great resource 
to our young men in the class-
room.”

Before joining USC, Baxter, 
51, spent 13 seasons in mul-
tiple positions with Fresno State. 
Having an opportunity to join 
Harbaugh at Michigan was an 
opportunity too good to pass up.

“To have an opportunity to 
coach at this school with this 
head coach, at this time, might 
be the greatest opportunity in all 
of football today,” Baxter said in 
a statement. “I am really excited 
to learn about our players and to 
answer the challenge that Big 
Ten football presents in terms of 
competitive excellence and spe-
cial teams.”

Later that afternoon, Michi-
gan announced the hiring of Jedd 
Fisch as the team’s passing game 
coordinator and quarterbacks/
wide receivers coach. 

Fisch, 38, spent the past two 
seasons as the offensive coordi-
nator of the Jacksonville Jaguars. 
His career features stops with the 
Florida Gators, Houston Tex-
ans, Baltimore Ravens, Denver 
Broncos, Seattle Seahawks, and 
Miami Hurricanes.

“Jedd has acquired a great 
deal of expertise during his ca-
reer and he’ll be an outstanding 
member of our Michigan fam-
ily,” Harbaugh said in a state-
ment. “He has shown the abil-
ity to develop young talent, like 
Blake Bortles just last year with 
the Jacksonville Jaguars, and he 
has a great passion for teaching 
the game. With his track record 
in the NFL and college -- includ-
ing time in Big Ten country -- he 
will be a great fit in Ann Arbor.”

Former UM-Dearborn soccer coach Mike Hatfield 
named assistant for Adrian College women’s soccer
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Harbaugh’s staff taking shape after five announced hires

Former University of Michi-
gan-Dearborn men’s and wom-
en’s soccer coach Mike Hatfield 
has landed a new gig. He has 
taken the position of assistant 
coach for the Adrian Bulldogs 
women’s soccer team, Adrian 
College announced Jan. 12.

Hatfield played a role in the 
creation of the soccer programs 
at UM-Dearborn. He spent nine 
years at UM-Dearborn and el-
evated the men’s soccer team to 
the varsity level in 2012.

Hatfield led the men’s soccer 
program to a 6-10-2 record in 
2013 — his final year at the 

helm — good enough to make 
the playoffs in just the program’s 
second year at the varsity level.

“It was great creating and be-
ing part of the creation of watch-
ing the men’s program growing 
into a varsity sport,” Hatfield 
said. “It was great to watch us go 
from a one win team to a playoff 
team in one season.”

 Hatfield started at UM-Dear-

born as the men’s soccer club 
coach in the 2006-07 season and 
took over for the women’s club 
team in 2008. He coached the 
women until 2012 and coached 
men’s varsity from 2012-2013 
before resigning. 

Hatfield was previously the 
Director of Michigan Rush 
Downriver Soccer Club and 
head coach of Trenton High 
School soccer.

“Adrian is a championship 
caliber institution, and I knew 
that I wanted to continue my col-
legiate coaching career as a Bull-
dog as soon as the opportunity 
became available,” said Hatfield 
in a release by Adrian College. 
“I’d like to thank the adminis-
tration for their flexibility, as it 
will allow me to continue work-
ing with the Trenton girl’s high 
school program and Rush Soc-
cer Club.”

Hatfield is looking forward to 
several aspects of his new posi-
tion with the Bulldogs. He will 
be working with mentor and 
friend Ali Alamdari at Adrian 
and is excited to be a part of an 

established Division-III wom-
en’s program.

“We are thrilled to welcome 
Coach Hatfield to the Adrian 
family,” said Alamdari in a re-
lease. “Like many of our players, 
I’ve had the pleasure of working 
with Mike over the years, and 
we’re excited to bring his passion 
and expertise to our program on 
a daily basis.”

Along with his soccer goals, 
Hatfield will enjoy the flexibility 
to maintain his other positions in 
life like going to school full-time 
and finishing his degree. He will 
also enjoy the time that he can 
spend being a dad.

By RICKY LINDSAY
Sports Editor
@RLindz35

lead down to one goal.
An untimely penalty and 

some poor passing lead to a 
late goal from the Bulls, all 
but sealing the series sweep 
of the hometown Wolverines. 

“It was one of those week-
ends for us, the puck just 
wasn’t going our way,” Zarb 
said. “To outshoot a team 46-
22, you don’t expect that to 
happen but their goalie played 
very well.”

A week after Wolverines 
goaltender Nate Ferris made 
40 saves in an outstanding 
victory over Davenport, Buf-
falo skates out a goaltender 
who is able to save 44 shots.

“I thought we played fine, 

they had a hot goalie,” fresh-
man forward Cody Staub 
said after the game. “Really, 
a couple bounces or the post 
shots we had, and it’s a com-
pletely different game.”

The Wolverines were out-
matched physically in the 
contest, which made it a bit 
more difficult to keep bod-
ies in front of the net to get a 
screen on the opposing goal-
tender.

“We need to work on get-
ting gritty in front of the net, 
when you don’t get bodies 
in front of the net you don’t 
win hockey games,” Zarb 
said. “I thought we controlled 
the game both nights, just 
couldn’t bury our chances.”

Staub isn’t worried about 
the Wolverines after being 

swept by visiting Buffalo.
“We just need to get shots 

on net. Our play style is fine, 
our power play is fine,” Staub 
said.

   The Wolverines had a hot 
streak coming into this series 
with six consecutive wins, 
most of which came against 
teams who have had the Wol-
verines number over the past 
few seasons. But the confi-
dence level still remains high 
for this team.

“It’s unfortunate we took 
a step back, but we have 
four weeks to go and need to 
bounce back,” Zarb said. “If 
we find a level of consistency, 
we have a pretty good shot 
going into playoffs.”

Hockey
continued from page 12

the technical to me, but I can’t tell you 100 
percent because I was never informed,” Lang-
ley said.

The Wolverines would score on consecu-
tive possessions, including a Gage Throgmor-
ton three-point shot that cut the Panthers lead 
to 11 with 8:42 remaining in the half.

Immediately after that, the Panthers would 
go on an 11-6 run that would give them a 37-
21 lead. The half would end with Davenport 
on top 40-28.

The second half would not be much better 
for UM-Dearborn. The Panthers would start 
the half with an 8-2 run to extend their lead 
to 18. 

Throgmorton would convert another three-
point shot to again trim the Panthers’ lead to 
11. This is the closest the score would be for 
the remainder of the game.

Even with the scoring difference the Wol-
verines would continue to try to claw their 
way back. 

Khalil Beidoun intercepted a Panthers pass 
and fed Anthony Barley the ball, who would 
drive down and make a lay-up with 7:50 left.

Barley was shaken up after getting hit and 
knocked to the ground under the basket. He 
would remain in the game after talking to the 
athletic trainer. 

Davenport would go on another big run and 
extend their lead to 23 with 5:30 left in the 
game. Its largest lead of the night would come 
with three minutes left in the game when they 
led 77-51.

Before the game ended, Jamiel Strickland 
would make a no-look pass to Patrick Hebda, 

who would lay the ball in for his fourth point 
of the game. 

“We played hard, we just didn’t hit some of 
our shots that we normally hit, and they shot 
the fire out of the ball. I mean they played very 
good,” Beidoun said. 

Davenport shot 47 percent from the field 
and was led by Dominez Burnett who scored a 
team-high 26 points. 

Strickland shot 50 percent from the field 
and had a team-high 17 points for the Wolver-
ines. Throgmorton sank all four of his shots, 
including three from behind the arc giving 
him 11 points on the night. 

Langley talked about the message in the 
locker room after the game of getting better 
after each game and improving on getting the 
loose ball.

“(Davenport is) talented and they played 
well. When a team is like that and they play 
well it’s really tough to beat them,” Langley 
said. “We talked about continuing getting bet-
ter at coming up with the 50-50 balls, the loose 
balls. I thought they went Davenport’s way a 
lot, that’s not something we want our culture 
to be. We want to be the team coming up with 
the extra loose balls.” 

The Wolverines have another tough test on 
Wednesday when they play the NAIA’s No. 
7 team in the nation, Cornerstone. UM-Dear-
born gave Cornerstone a good game on the 
road in December, losing by just three points 
after being ahead with under a minute left.

“Especially considering we should’ve beat 
them on their floor, I don’t think we’ll have 
any problem with confidence or getting ready 
for this game,” Paul Standtke said. “I think ev-
eryone is gonna have a chip on their shoulder, 
especially me.”

Men’s Basketball
continued from page 11

Photo courtesy UM-Dearborn men’s basketball.
UM-Dearborn junior Paul Standtke looks on during the Wolverines’ game against Cornerstone in December 

2014. Standtke has offered valuable rim presence for first-year head coach Taylor Langley.

Photo courtesy MIPrepZone.
Former Wolverines’ coach Mike 

Hatfield coaches Trenton soccer.

By GEOFF MEHL
Staff Reporter
@GeoffMehl
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Nate Ferris looks on during warmups before UM-Dearborn’s outdoor game vs. Oakland at Clark Park Sunday, Jan. 4, 2015. Ferris stopped 40-of-42 shots against Davenport on Jan. 10, 2015, earning Player of the Week.

The University of Michigan-Dearborn 
women’s basketball team (3-17, 1-11 
WHAC) faced Davenport University (18-0, 
12-0 WHAC) at the Fieldhouse on Jan. 17 
and lost to the Panthers 99-52.

Senior forward Jalissa Williams contin-
ued to lead the Wolverines in scoring with 26 
points, while also performing a strong defen-
sive game with six rebounds and two blocks. 
Senior guard Courtney Teets added 13 points 
and four steals.

From the start of the game, the Panthers 
executed a tough full-court pressure that 
made it difficult for the Wolverines to get into 
shooting position, or even sometimes make it 

past the half-court line. 
Williams believed that this defense had an 

impact on the result of the game.
“We had 20 turnovers in the first half, and 

it really slowed down our offense,” she said. 
“We couldn’t get into rhythm because of it.” 

Due to Davenport’s 45 percent overall 
field goal percentage, in addition to its many 
rebounds and turnovers, UM-Dearborn was 
not able to close the point gap. 

“We just have to put the ball in the basket 
and put points on the board,” said head coach 
Dymetrius Ware. “We’re stuck at 59 or 60, 
and we have to get to 75 and 80. The theme 
of the year is to keep getting better.” 

UM-Dearborn will host Cornerstone Uni-
versity on Jan. 21.

Women’s basketball leveled by Davenport

Q&A with UM-Dearborn Player of the Week, Nate Ferris

Nate Ferris has been 
a bright spot this 
season for the new-

look University of Michigan-
Dearborn hockey team. But 
the freshman goaltender posted 
perhaps his best game in a Wol-
verine uniform Jan. 10, stop-
ping 40-of-42 shots to pace the 
team’s 3-2 win over rival Dav-
enport. The win marked the 
Wolverines’ first road win vs. 
Davenport in program history.

Ferris was nominated as a 
UM-Dearborn Player of the 
Week candidate for The Michi-

gan Journal’s 14th issue. The 
Saskatchewan native took 
home the honors after receiv-
ing 64 percent of the votes.

Staff Reporter Erick Lehman 
spoke to Ferris following UM-
Dearborn’s 4-2 loss to Buffalo 
Saturday in part of the Journal’s 
question and answer series.

Q: What does it feel like to 
be named Player of the Week?

A: Pretty cool. A couple 
other good players on our team 
have won it, so it’s exciting, 
but (I) don’t want to look too 
far into it and get a big head.

Q: What was your 
initial emotion upon 
finding out you won?

A: My mom texted and 
said congrats, and all I said 
was thanks, with a little smile.

Q: Most memorable mo-
ment from this season thus far?

A: I would have to say 
beating Adrian in overtime 
earlier this year. They have a 
really good team. Knocking 
them down at least once was 
exciting, especially since it 
was their first loss of the year.

Q: How long have you 
been playing hockey?

A: Since I was four years 
old. I played my first few 
years as a forward, then 
made the switch to goalie.

Q: What was the reason-

ing for switching positions?
A: Actually, my dad was my 

coach when I was young, and 
he would yell at me all the time 
when I was a forward. I figured 
he didn’t know anything about 
goaltending, so I switched to 
that so he wouldn’t yell at me.

Q: What’s it like living, 
and growing up in Cana-
da, and coming to Michi-
gan to continue playing?

A: It’s still the same game. 
Great group of guys, it’s pretty 
fun. School is going pretty good 

so far, hanging in there. It’s 
pretty much the same though.

Q: What do you miss 
most from Canada that 
you can’t get here?

A: I would prob-
ably have to say home 
cooking, living at home.

Q: Do you feel like the 
fieldhouse should play the 
Canadian National Anthem 
for you before every game?

A: It would be nice, but I 
don’t want to sit out there for 
that long and deal with that. 

Just want to get the game going.
Q: Do you have any pre-

game rituals that you go 
through before every game?

A: I don’t really have any rit-
uals. I put everything on my left 
side first, if that counts as a ritual.

Q: Do you feel like 
you’ve grown as a player 
under this coaching staff?

A: Yeah, definitely. First se-
mester was a bit of a learning 
curve, second semester I’ve 
felt better out there so far. They 
make it easy to play, they never 

Check out michiganjournal.org every Sunday 
to participate in  Player of the Week votes!

By ERICK LEHMAN
Staff Reporter
@ELehman29

Rebecca Gallagher/MJ

Jalissa Williams is heavily 
guarded during a loss to 
Madonna on Jan. 10, 2015. 

By HANNAH GENIG
Guest Reporter

Davenport too much 
for men’s basketball

Inconsistency has been 
a problem for the Univer-
sity of Michigan-Dearborn 
men’s basketball team this 
season. It found its way to 
the UM-Dearborn Field-
house on Saturday. 

The Wolverines dropped 
a Wolverine-Hoosier Ath-
letic Conference matchup 
to Davenport University 
81-60. The fifth-ranked 
Panthers used their size 
and speed to cruise past the 
Wolverines and hand them 
their twelfth loss of the sea-
son.

“Playing Davenport, 
they’re unlike any other 
team in our league. They’re 
incredibly athletic and tal-
ented and they play really 
hard,” UM-Dearborn coach 
Taylor Langley said. “I 
don’t think there’s a team in 
our league that’s like that.”

It would take the Wolver-
ines (6-12, 3-8 Wolverine-
Hoosier Athletic Confer-
ence) nearly four minutes to 
score their first points of the 
game. Jason Penn would 
sink two free throws to put 
his team on the board with 
16:16 left in the first half.

The Panthers (16-3, 10-1 
WHAC) would get out to 

a double-digit lead when 
Kevin Rich nailed a three-
point shot with 13:31 left in 
the half. 

A technical foul would 
be called on UM-Dearborn 
three minutes later follow-
ing an inbound pass. It is 
unclear what caused the 
technical foul, and even 
after the game Langley 
was still unsure what ex-
actly happened. The official 
would never explain to him 
why his team was called for 
the foul.

“I’m pretty sure he gave 

By JERAMY STOVER
Staff Reporter
@JStover96

Men’s Basketball
continued on page 10
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UM-Dearborn assistant coach Chris Zarb looks on during UM-Dearborn’s November loss to Robert Morris. Zarb led the Wolverines as a substitute head coach during a weekend series vs. Buffalo on Jan. 16-17.

Sports

University of Michigan-Dearborn hockey 
assistant coach Chris Zarb was thrown 
into the spotlight this past weekend as 

he made his collegiate head coaching debut for the 
Wolverines.

Head coach Chris Haltinner was out of town for 
the weekend, so he turned to his first-year assistant 
Zarb to take the reins in his absence.

“This is my first year coaching anywhere, I just 
stopped playing pro, it was pretty exciting,” Zarb 
said.

The opportunity offered Zarb, a professional de-
fensemen during his playing days, a fresh glance as 

a coach.
“It’s different. I usually run the defensemen, I was 

running the forwards this weekend, it’s a little more 
chaotic,” Zarb said after Saturday night’s game. “I 
really enjoy coaching, I enjoy the hockey part of it, I 
enjoy the life of coaching as well.”

Zarb was drafted in the fifth round (#144 overall) 
by the Philadelphia Flyers in the 2004 NHL entry 
draft. He went on to play for Ferris State University 
from 2005-2008.

During the 2008-2009 season, Zarb played part 
for the Mississippi Sea Wolves of the ECHL and 
part of a season for the Philadelphia Phantoms of the 
AHL, the minor league affiliate for the Flyers at that 
time.

Some notable players on that Phantoms roster 

were the likes of Claude Giroux, James van Reims-
dyk, Luca Sbisa, and Daniel Briere. 

Zarb would go on to play another season in the 
ECHL and two more seasons in the EIHL, his last, 
the 2011-12 season, for the Dundee Stars.

That is when he went from Chris Zarb to Coach 
Zarb.

“I miss the locker room. I miss playing. I miss 
dressing up every night, for practice or games,” Zarb 
said. “I’ve only had to worry about myself. Now I 
not only have to worry about this team, I have an-
other team as well. I’m the head coach for my Little 
Caesars team as well, my first year coaching.”

Sometimes going from player to coach so quick-
ly can be a tough transition for some, but for Zarb, it 
hasn’t been tricky, it’s been a learning experience and 

a chance to grow as a person.
“It’s a good transition from player to coach. 

When you play the game for as long as I have at a 
high level, you want to stay in the game,” Zarb said. 
“It’s been a really nice growing up process for me. 
It’s different, and I understand now why my coaches 
used to get so mad at me.”

The Wolverines may need to cherish having Zarb 
on the staff while they have him. As a former pro-
fessional, his knowledge of the game could quickly 
catapult his coaching career to new levels each and 
every year.

“I see the game a different way than a lot of peo-
ple,” Zarb said. “We try to keep the game simple, 
and when we make a complex game simple, we 
score 10 goals.”

Zarb takes 
the reigns

Buffalo cools off red-hot hockey

The University of Michi-
gan-Dearborn hockey team’s 
six game win streak came to 
an abrupt end this past week-
end with two losses to the 
University of Buffalo.

On Friday night, the Wol-
verines were shutout for only 
the second time this season, 
dropping the game 2-0, after 
a late empty net goal from the 
Bulls.

Saturday night, however, 
looked of a different result, 
and the Wolverines we have 

seen of late showed up.
   Less than five minutes 

into the game, Cody Staub 
buried a goal to give the Wol-
verines a quick lead.

That lead would hold for 
about 10 minutes and end up 
being the only lead the Wol-
verines would hold for the 
entire series. The Bulls scored 
two goals about a minute 
apart to take a 2-1 lead head-
ing into the locker room for 
the first intermission.

Buffalo was able to score 
four goals on the night de-
spite only registering 22 shots 
on net, clearly taking better 

shots.
“Credit to [Buffalo], they 

buried every chance they got,” 
assistant head coach Chris 
Zarb said after the game.

Zarb filled in for head 
coach Chris Haltinner this 
weekend, who was out of 
town.

The Wolverines looked 
to be poised to make a late 
comeback in the third period 
as Mike Scarpello netted a 
goal with about six minutes 
remaining to cut the Buffalo 

Hockey
continued on page 10

Ricky Lindsay/MJ
Ryan Kelly battles a Robert Morris defender for puck possession during a November 2014 loss.

With Haltinner out of town, former NHL pick leads hockey
By ERICK LEHMAN
Staff Reporter
@ELehman29

By ERICK LEHMAN
Staff Reporter
@ELehman29
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