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BY STEVEN ROBENAULT
Staff Reporter

On the evening of Jan. 23, 
the usual squeaks of tennis 
shoes on hardwood were 
replaced by the squeals of 
wheels at the Fieldhouse. 

An adapted game of 
basketball was played 
as a joint fundraiser be-
tween the University of 
Michigan-Dearborn men’s 
and women’s basketball 
teams, the Circle K In-
ternational group of UM-
Dearborn, and the Ki-
wanis Club of Dearborn. 

The game benefited the 
Detroit Diehards wheel-
chair basketball team, 
which is a basketball pro-
gram supported by the 
Detroit Medical Center’s 
Rehabilitation Institute 
of Michigan. They faced 
players from both uni-
versity basketball teams, 
the hockey team of Farm-
ington High School, and 
a few CKI members in 
four separate quarters. 

Showing tremendous 
athletic skill and hu-
man resilience cannot be 
handicapped, the Diehards 
rolled over their competi-
tors all night. However, 

the mood of everyone in 
attendance was light and 
festive. The score and stats 
were less important than 
the message of support 
for one’s neighbors and 
a commitment to build-
ing community despite 
any physical differences. 

Teia McGahey, Presi-
dent of UM-Dearborn’s 
CKI chapter and a forward 
on the Wolverines basket-
ball team, were one of the 
organizers for the event. 

When asked why she 
chose to set this game up, 
she responded, “We want-
ed to show everyone that 
no matter what physical 
condition someone is in, 
their ability to have fun 
and lead a completely won-
derful life never changes. 
We sort of wanted to take 
a step in the direction 
of ending the disability 
stigma, which is why we 
thought ADA would love 
to be involved. And they 
did, they were wonderful.” 

McGahey thanked 
the Kiwanis Club and 
Circle K for all of their 
contributions as well. 

“They took care of 
so many things during 

the game, like conces-
sions, raffle baskets, 
50/50 raffles, announc-
ing, selling t-shirts, do-
ing admissions, and any-
thing else that needed to 
be done really,” she said.

All programs involved 
certainly upheld their cre-
dos of partnership and gen-
erosity leading to a spectac-
ular and enjoyable event.

According to Jonathan 
Gavia, also of CKI, “Circle 
K International is the larg-
est collegiate service and 
fellowship organization of 
the world. Every CKI club 
is sponsored by a local Ki-
wanis International club.” 

CKI is geared more 
towards volunteering 
while Kiwanis gener-
ally handles donations. 

Gavia said the most dif-
ficult part of orchestrating 
the game was “...the little 
amount of time we had to 
plan the event, but we were 
able to meet our goals.” 

CKI meets every Thurs-
day at 8:00 pm in the 
University Center Room 
1225. Meetings are open 
to any who are interest-
ed. To contact via email: 
i n f o @ u m d c i r c l e k . o r g . 

Both McGahey and 
Gavia confirm that 
plans for another game 
next year are underway.

The RIM also offers 
other adapted athletic 
opportunities under its 
SportsAbility program 
for any persons who have 
suffered a traumatic in-
jury or who have a chron-
ic condition preventing 
them from participating 
in conventional sports. 

These programs can be 
recreational or competitive 
and include wheelchair 
tennis, adaptive bowling, 
adaptive water and snow 
skiing, handcycling, kaya-
king, weightlifting clin-
ics, and fitness training. 
For more information on 
the RIM or how to get in-
volved, visit its website: 
htpp://www.rimrehab.org.

The efforts of groups 
like Circle K, Kiwanis, 
RIM and others help gain 
new perspectives on the 
lives of those with physi-
cal disabilities or any other 
ailment. Diehard is more 
than just a name, it is a 
testament to inner strength 
and outward support.

Circle K teams up with UM-Dearborn 
basketball for wheelchair game
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What is your favorite event on campus?
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“...Intramural broomball!”

-Alex Green

Photo Courtesy of Larisa Marian/MJ
“...Welcome Week!”

-Majd Mokbel

Photo Courtesy of Larisa Marian/MJ
“...Intramural volleyball!”

-Christina Oakley

Photo Courtesy of Larisa Marian/MJ
“...There was a lip-scrub making event once. That was kind of 

cool.”
-Melanie Mark

Photo Courtesy of Larisa Marian/MJ
“...The job fair was helpful.”

-David Shaw
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In the January 20 issue of The Michigan Journal, we reported 

that UM-Dearborn Student Government passed a resolution 

for the discontunation of the app Yik Yak. The UM-Dearborn 

Student Government resolution was for the discontinuation 

of bullying, discrimination, and/or sexual harassment via the 

app and not the app itself.  We regret the error.

Check out the official resolution at michiganjournal.org.

Are you interested in 
being an editor for 

the Michigan Journal?

If so, then we urge 
you to apply!

Just email us your 
resume and three 
samples of your 

writing at

umd.mj.editorinchief@gmail.com

UM-Dearborn’s She’s the First to host First 
Annual International Women’s Day Gala

BY LARISA MARIAN
News Editor

The University of Mich-
igan-Dearborn’s She’s the 
First chapter, a national 
nonprofit organization that 
sponsors girls’ education 
in the developing world, is 
currently organizing cam-
pus’ very first Annual Inter-
national Women’s Day Gala 
which will directly support 
a girl’s tuition this year 
in a developing country. 

The event will take 
place on March 9, 
2014 from 6:00pm to 
8:00pm at the Green-
field Manor in Dearborn. 
Tickets will go on sale in 
February and range from 
$20 for students part of a 
student organization with 
a table, $25 for students, 
and $35 for non-students.

She’s the First is repre-
sented on high school and 

university campuses all over 
the country by independent 
chapters under the direc-
tion of trailblazing student 
leaders. Chapters host fun-
draisers throughout the year 
to sponsor girls at She’s 
the First partner schools, 
while spreading awareness 
and creating a dialogue in 
their residence halls, stu-
dent center, local commu-
nity, and on social media.

The organization thrives 
on its goals of raising aware-
ness towards the importance 
of education, encouraging 
support for girls and women 
around the community, rais-
ing enough money to spon-
sor a girl’s entire secondary 
education, creating a net-
work between the university 
and developing countries 
around the world, making 
a positive impact on some-

one’s life, and harnessing 
technology and social media 
to use in a beneficial manner.
UM-Dearborn’s She’s the 
First’s chapter is currently 
looking to partner with orga-
nizations to make their very 
first International Women’s 
Day Gala a success. In re-
turn, sponsors at the event 
will have a table at the 
event in which they can ad-
vertise and reach out to stu-

dents, faculty, and alumni. 
It is encouraged that 

many attend and listen to 
inspiring women who’ve 
claimed their education, 
and used it to power their 
work in their communi-
ties. Dinner will be served, 
and music will follow.

For more information 
or to get involved, con-
tact Zunaira Tufail at shes-
thefirst.umd@gmail.com.

Around the World
A smuggler’s drone flying from Mexico crash-

landed just south of the U.S. border city of 
San Ysidro, California, showing smugglers are 
trying to do business using unmanned aerial 

vehicles.

Forty-three people were killed in intense 
fighting between police commandos and 

Muslim insurgents in the southern 
Philippines, placing strains on a peace process 

designed to end decades of conflict in the 
restive region.

Google will start selling cell phone service
along with its Android phones, according to 

multiple news reports.

Scientists have discovered that using x-ray 
phase contrast tomography -- a 3-D technique 
used in medicine for soft biological tissue -- 
helps  reveal writing on the tightly wrapped 
scrolls without unrolling them, wrote a team 

led by Vito Mocella of the Naples-based 
Institute for Microelectronics and Microsystems 

of the National Council of Research.

A woman in central China has been prosecuted 
for selling her newborn baby for $7,000, state 

media reports said, the latest of a string of 
shocking cases that have shed light on the

country’s trade in children.

An American naval cargo ship has run aground 
off the Japanese coast, east of Okinawa, and 

efforts are underway to refloat it.

ISIS appears to have beheaded one of its 
Japanese hostages and is demanding the release 

of a convicted terrorist in Jordan to spare
 the other.

Police in Kenya fired tear gas at children as
 young as six, who were protesting their 

playground being taken away.
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By ZAC PALMER
Staff Writer   

The North American Internation-
al Auto Show, to me, is hands down 
the best world-class event in the state 
of Michigan. Cobo Hall is home to 
the largest and most prestigious auto 
show in the world every single year, 
and it’s in downtown Detroit. Virtu-
ally every significant car company 
in the world comes to Detroit in late 
January and displays the latest and 
greatest they have to offer. This year 
saw the debut of many engineering 
marvels, from supercars we will 
dream about, to electric, and even 
self-driving cars.

   I, being the obsessed car en-
thusiast that I am, visited the show 
twice this year and read every piece 
of literature I could get my hands 
on. It’s almost an annual ritual now to go to the auto show for me. Ever 

since I could last 
a whole day walk-
ing, I haven’t 
missed a year. This 
edition was no 
disappointment. I 
make it a point to 
not miss anything 
at the show, so I 
saw what every 
last company put 
out there, and I 
must say that I am 
impressed. 

   The two most 
exciting releases 
at this year’s show 
came from Acura 

and Ford. Acura unveiled the sec-
ond iteration of its infamous NSX, 
meaning New Sports car eXperi-
mental. Back in 1989, Acura turned 
the supercar world on its head with 
the release of the original NSX, by 
combining Ferrari beating perfor-
mance with the reliability that Hon-
da is known for. Ever since Honda/
Acura discontinued the original 
NSX, the world has been waiting for 
its successor, and it has finally taken 
the stage. Acura kept the same ba-
sic principles as the original NSX, 
but they have taken advantage of 
the benefit electric motors can give 
to motorsports and paired it with a 
brand new twin-turbo V6 that prom-
ises to crank out north of 550 horse-

power. I really couldn’t say enough 
great things about the NSX on paper, 
but the real measuring stick will be 
how it drives.

   Moving on to the next biggest 
release: Ford. They unveiled three 
new high performance vehicles at 
the show this year: F-150 Raptor, 
Mustang GT350R, and the coveted 
GT. The Raptor truck is without a 
doubt the most extreme truck one 
could buy. For the new model, it 
has an Ecoboost V6 more power-
ful than the previous V8 and more 
off-roading capabilities than any-
thing else you can buy. Ford has 
outdone themselves with the Mus-
tang GT350R. This Mustang is com-
pletely track focused and looks the 
part with carbon fiber wheels, and 

all creature comfort amenities de-
leted in the effort to reduce weight.  
This Mustang has the back seat re-
moved, no audio system or speakers, 
and is without air-conditioning. The 
only car comparable to this one is 
the Camaro Z/28 which is built with 
the same intentions in mind. Finally, 
the Ford GT. No car made a bigger 
splash this year than the GT did. No-
body had any idea it was coming to 
market and everything about it says 
racecar. That would be expected 
though because that’s what it is, a 
racecar. Ford took the GT they were 
developing for the Le Mans racing 
series and did the absolute mini-
mum to make it street legal. The GT 
is stunning from every angle, and I 
don’t think anybody could ever get 
tired of looking at it.

   Of all the cars I saw and sat in, 
the NSX stands out to me as my fa-
vorite. It’s sleek, fast, and a unique 
technological masterpiece. I’m sad 
to see the Auto Show end, but it’ll 
be back again next year to witness 
all its glory and madness. 

Can’t get much better

By SAVANNAH RHEINHART
Editor-in-Chief

It hit me the other day that in a few short 
months, I will not only be graduating, but hit-
ting the big 2-3. While to many of you, it may 
not seem like such an important birthday, it’s 
causing me a bit of a “less than quarter life cri-
sis”. Plus, if you know me at all, my birthday 
is a week long, nationwide celebration that 
will not be ignored. It just seems like such a 
big age, and not just because no one likes you 
when you’re twenty-three. It is the bridge be-
tween early twenties and mid-twenties. And to 
me, that means getting my act together.

Just the other day, I was told by someone 
very close to me (and in the kindest way pos-
sible) that the reason I’m single is because I’m 
“too wild”. While we can all agree that it’s 
not just the wildness that’s keeping the BAEs 
at bay, it had me thinking: Is it time to join a 
book club, be in bed by nine every night, and 
find a nice mediocre man to walk through life 
with?

Lord, I hope not.
Up to this point in my life, I feel like Rapun-

zel and keep “wonderin’ and wonderin’ and 
wonderin’” when my life will begin. While I 
love college and everything that comes along 
with it, it has always just seemed like a neces-
sity to get me to where I really want to go. 
Where that is, I’m not so sure yet. Maybe it’s 
all the television I watch or my victory lap 
here on campus, but I’m getting bored. And 
yes, with graduation and a possible grown-up 
job, I’m sure some excitement will come. But, 
what if that excitement turns into a rut? Be-
fore I know it, I could be getting a promotion, 

buying a house, and getting married. I’m sure 
that’s great for lots of people, but it’s not what 
I want. At least not for a long, long time.

It’s common for people of college age to 
follow a certain “path”. Graduate, maybe 
Master ’s degree, get married, buy a house, 
have children. But who decides this? Why do 
we get looked down upon for taking a differ-
ent path? 

I’ve always been a little different and done 
things out of order or totally off the map, so 
most of my family and friends know what to 
expect. But others are not so lucky. I know lots 
of people that are expected to follow a “to-do 
list” instead of what they want to do, and the 
pressure won’t relent. However, the beauty 
that comes with the big 2-3, or whichever age, 
is that we can make these decisions on our 
own. It may be difficult, but the best things in 
life usually are. 

Instead of going to medical school right 
away, or at all, travel Asia for a year or be 
an Au Pair in France or follow your favorite 

band across the country and shower only a 
few times a month. Life goes by so fast and 
it’s not worth it to follow a designated plan of 
mediocrity when there are so many things to 
experience. I mean, Rapunzel got Flynn Rider 
when she decided to change her life and if 
that’s a possibility, count me in.  

 

“Life moves pretty fast. If you don’t stop and look 
around once in a while, you could miss it.”

 “This year saw the de-
but of many engineering 
marvels, from supercars 
we will dream about, to 
electric, and even self-
driving cars.”

                                                                                                                                   Photo courtesy of Zac Palmer

“Up to this point in my 
life, I feel like Rapunzel 
and keep “wonderin’ and 
wonderin’ and wonderin’” 
when my life will begin.”

“Instead of going to medical 
school right away, or at all, trav-
el Asia for a year or be an Au 
Pair in France or follow your 
favorite band across the country 
and shower only a few times a 
month. Life goes by so fast and 
it’s not worth it to follow a des-
ignated plan of mediocrity when 
there are so many things to ex-
perience.”

Do you want writing experience?
Looking to work in journalism after you graduate?

Write for the opinions section!
Email umd.mj.opinions@gmail.com for more information.

                                                                                                                                   Photo courtesy of collegeparents.com
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The new Acura NSX car
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Taking the second 
step

By CODY DRAPER
Guest Writer\

Someone once 
said that the first 
step is the hardest. 
I’m not familiar with 
the origins of this 
phrase, but at this 
point it has become 
deeply ingrained 
in our society. Ev-
eryone knows it. 
I, however, would 
have to respectfully 
disagree. Now don’t 
get me wrong, tak-
ing the first step can 
often be difficult. 
In my experience 
though, I find the 
second step to be the 
hardest. 

If the first step is 
going to a meeting 
or reaching out to 
someone about an 
organization, then 
the second step is 
going back to an-
other meeting or 
keeping up your cor-
respondence. If the 
first step is to give up 

cigarettes, sweets, or 
your Facebook ad-
diction today, then 
the second step is to 
keep going tomor-
row. If the first step 
is to say hello to that 
good-looking guy 
or gal sitting next 
to you in class, then 
the second step is to 
have another con-
versation with them, 
regardless of how 
your first interaction 

went. I think you get 
the idea.

   Even after tak-
ing the first step to-
wards something, 
you usually aren’t 
invested. It can be 
extremely easy to 
shy away from that 

second step and end 
up back at square 
one. Taking the first 
step requires cour-
age; taking the sec-
ond step requires 
commitment, along 
with that courage.

In my life, I have 
taken countless first 
steps. More often 
than I would like to 
admit, I have failed 
to take the subse-
quent second step. 

My anxiety and 
nerves got the best 
of me, and like a 
sitcom, I retreated 
back to the safety 
of my status quo. I 
was guilty of it back 
in high school, and I 
have been guilty of 

it in college as well. 
This year I’ve made 
a resolution to take 
more second steps. 
Not a New Year’s 
resolution, because 
those are dumb and 
never work, but just 
an ordinary, run-of-
the-mill resolution. 

So here I am, 
mustering as much 
courage and com-
mitment as I can 
manage, all so I can 
take a second step 
that in the past would 
have likely gone un-
trodden. I am doing 
this for myself, but 
also for all the other 
people like me who 
might struggle with 
that second step in 
their lives. It prob-
ably won’t be easy, 
but it probably will 
be worth it to try. 
Besides, you never 
hear anyone talking 
about the third step, 
so that one must be a 
piece of cake.

   By now, you’ve heard of, 
read about or even seen the 
new movie, “American Snip-
er.” Shattering opening week-
end records, the movie left 
audiences all over the country 
in silence.

   The movie is based on the 
true story of Chris Kyle and 
his tours in Iraq as a sniper for 
the Navy SEALs. It shows the 
internal and external battle 
that takes place in a soldier as 
he goes through war.

I think this movie was 
nearly flawless. I have never 
seen a war movie that was 
so captivating. The director, 
Clint Eastwood, did a tremen-
dous job of portraying Chris 
as an American Legend. With 
his willingness to put his life 
on the line, protect his men, 
and honor his country, Chris 
became one of the greatest 
snipers in American history. 
Not only was the movie pow-
erful and emotionally grip-
ping, but the reaction from 
the people who saw it made 
the impact even stronger. 

When I saw “American 
Sniper” on opening weekend, 
we got to the movie a little 
late (mistake #1) and still in-

sisted on popcorn to accom-
pany the movie (mistake #2). 
The movie theater ended up 
being so full that I had to sit 
on the floor. It was packed. 
When the movie came to an 
end and the credits began 
to show, nobody left. The 
credits continued, as sniffles 
could be heard, and still, no 
one left. Finally, the screen 
went black, applause broke 
out and people began to rise. 
Holding back tears, myself, I 
walked out of the theater with 
my family. I had never seen 
so many grown men wip-
ing away tears as they left. 
Not ashamed, but proud. Of 
course, the line up outside the 
theater for the next showing 
had already meandered all the 
way down the hall. I can only 
imagine what those people 
thought as they saw tears in 
the eyes of so many of the 
people leaving.

When a strongly patriotic, 
war-based movie comes out, 
there’s always going to be 
some people who play the 
devil’s advocate in criticiz-
ing it. We have a free coun-
try with freedom of speech so 
anyone can say or think what 
they please.

When I first heard criti-

cisms of this movie, I was 
shocked. I come from a mili-
tary family, so seeing a movie 
that honors an amazing man’s 
legacy makes me proud to be 
here. I think the misconcep-
tion is that people think Chris 
is portrayed as this great 
American Sniper because he 
killed so many people. When 
you look at it from that blunt 
aspect, it sounds awful to be 
celebrating someone who 
did that. This isn’t “Call of 
Duty,” it’s real people. Real 
lives gone. But the movie and 
his legacy aren't about the 
lives he took, but the lives he 
protected. The “good guys” 
he put his life on the line for. 
It’s easy to say you’d die for 
someone until you’re looking 
down the barrel of a loaded 
gun. Chris Kyle was willing 
to look right down that gun 
and into the eyes of the per-
son holding it. He was cou-
rageous. And while there are 
certainly men who fight for 
the wrong reasons, men like 
Chris fight to protect people 
like you and I who, given the 
chance, might not be so will-
ing to look down the barrel of 
that gun.

The American Sniper 
By ASHLEY PRESTON 
Staff Writer

Just put the phone down and 
nobody gets ignored

By ANGIE KRUGER
Staff Writer

Wherever I go, I always try to 
look up from my phone at least 
once…so I can notice how every-
one else is also looking down at 
their screens.

 It’s almost a norm in society 
now. If your phone rings or vi-
brates, you look at it and answer, 
end of story. I hate to say it, but it 
almost doesn’t even matter any-
more what or who is there in front 
of us in real life, because somehow, 
no matter how unimportant our 
conversations on our phones might 
be, they end up overriding the pres-
ent moment.

People are so worried about 
missing a phone call or replying 
to a text message in a timely mat-
ter, but why? I mean, I know why; 
we are addicted to our phones. But 
why is it that we get so concerned 
with not ignoring our phones and 
those on the other end that we end 
up ignoring those who are right in 
front of us?

If you miss something someone 
said to you face-to-face just be-
cause you were reading a text mes-
sage, guess what, it’s gone forever. 
However if you choose to ignore a 
text message when you receive it, 
chances are you are not just go-
ing to forget someone texted you, 
and if you do, then you’ll realize 
it later when you see the message 
still in your phone. It’s all about 

priorities--what information can 
wait until later verses what needs 
to be heard in the present moment, 
because it will not wait until later.

 I am not immune to the mag-
netic force between cell phones 
and humans. I see it happening to 
me, and I want to stop it. I want 
to ignore my phone when it lights 
up in the middle of class, but just 
knowing that I have an unread mes-

sage in my inbox is enough to spark 
my curiosity, causing me to pick 
up my phone and read the mystery 
message that just couldn’t wait un-
til the end of lecture. Once I cave, 
open and read the message, I am 
somewhat satisfied, but still, I have 
yet to reply. In the two minutes it 
took me to contemplate opening 
the text, then actually reading the 
message, and of course replying, I 

missed what my professor said. Be-
fore I know it, I have participated 
more in my text conversation than 
in my class discussion.

The solution should be simple, 
PUT YOUR PHONE AWAY—but 
it isn’t that easy. As a society, we 
have grown accustomed to con-
stant contact and always being 
in the loop, so much so that we 
have forgotten just how nice it is 
to leave the house without bother-
some phone calls, news notifica-
tions, emails and tweets following 
us everywhere we go.

Unfortunately, it appears as if 
this is the direction our world is 
moving toward. There is no way to 
stop this, unless we stop ourselves. 
Cell phones are a great thing, but 
nothing is perfect; everything that 
is great is only great in moderation. 
Trust me, I’ve eaten too much ice 
cream, too many times.

Photo courtesy of huffingtonpost.com

 “So here I am, mustering as 
much courage and commitment as 
I can manage, all so I can take a 
second step that in the past would 
have likely gone untrodden.”

Photo courtesy of careerrealism.com

Photo courtesy of cdn.screenrant.com

“It probably won’t be easy, but it probably 
will be worth it to try. Besides, you never 
hear anyone talking about the third step, 
so that one must be a piece of cake.”
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BY AMBER AINSWORTH
Staff Writer

“Project Almanac”

It’s all fun and games until a group of 
friends learn the consequences of what chang-
ing the course of history can do in the upcom-
ing sci-fi thriller “Project Almanac.”

The film presents what happens when a 
time machine is created by a group of teenag-
ers, as shown through found footage. While 
the film pulls partially from previously used 
facets of films, both with time travel and found 
footage, the movie promises to be something 
that hasn’t been done before.

Sofia Black D’Elia, who plays Jessie, 
notes that “Project Almanac” does a good job 
branching off of what has been used and mak-
ing something new. When doing something 
that has been done many times in the past, 
D’Elia said it is important to, “acknowledge 
the past behind us and embrace it, and use it 
as a positive in our film.”

Though the film might be compared to 
previous films in some aspects, the only way 
the film really relates to those past works is 

through the time travel and found footage. 
Other than that, “Project Almanac” is going to 
be original with a fun spin on an old concept.

According to the cast of the movie, there 
was a great amount of leeway for personal 
changes in the script, allowing for the actors’ 
own sense of humor to seep into the film. With 
a group of rather young performers on the 
bill, there was also plenty of room for them to 
work their own old high school experiences 
and thoughts into their characters.

Jonny Weston (David) recalled his time in 
high school, saying, “What I really want to 
put in the character is not to just be like the 
nerd or something. I wanted him to be some-
body that somebody can relate to.”

Weston used that logic, combined with 
his character’s addiction to the time machine 
to create a character that is realistic and re-
latable. Though the film is a sci-fi flick, that 
humanizing brings a face to a film that will at-
tract more than just those interested in science 
fiction movies.

D’Elia compared the film to the romantic 

comedies of the 90’s, saying, “I think we all 
wanted to make a very realistic look at [a] 
teenage kind love story and friendship.”

Producer Michael Bay also played a key 
role in developing the characters and making 
sure that every scene was up to par.

This watchful eye is something Weston 
refers to as being comforting, adding, “you 
know that he’s going to let you know what’s 
going right and what’s wrong in order to make 
it an amazing film.”

The film finally hits theatres on Jan. 30, af-
ter the release was delayed and pushed into 
2015. This delay actually came from the film 
being worked on after it was already complet-
ed and screened to the cast.

“We went back and we shot more,” said 
Weston of the work that went into the com-
pleted film. “It became a lot better than they 
intended.”

With added complexities that came post 
production and a cast of energetic actors on 
the film, it’s no doubt that “Project Almanac” 
will be the next big time travel thriller.

BY COLIN WARD
Staff Writer
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Oscar Nominees, surprises, and snubs
Nominees for Hollywood’s highest honor, 

the Oscars, were announced this past week. 
“The Grand Budapest Hotel” and “Bird-

man” are the leaders of the pack, each scoring 
nine Oscar nominations.

Both films are nominated for Best Picture.
Joining “Grand Budapest” and “Birdman” 

in the Best Picture category are “American 
Sniper,” “The Theory of Everything,” “Whip-
lash,” “Selma,” “Boyhood,” and “The Imita-
tion Game.”

“Imitation Game” scored eight nomina-
tions in total, including two for its stars Bene-
dict Cumberbatch and Keira Knightly for Best 
Actor and Best Supporting Actress, retrospec-
tively. 

   The Best Actor category has been a hotly 
contested race all award season. In addition to 
Cumberbatch, Michael Keaton, Eddie Red-
mayne, Steve Carell, and Bradley Cooper beat 
out the likes of Selma’s David Oyelowo and 
Jake Gyllenhaal for the prized five slots.

Best Supporting Actor fell exactly how it 
has been all season with Mark Ruffalo, Edward 
Norton, Robert DuVall, and Ethan Hawke all 
scoring nominations and competing with odds 
on favorite J.K. Simmons. 

Over on the actress side, the lead catego-
ry boast some of the best working actress in 
Hollywood, Reese Witherspoon, Rosamund 
Pike, Felicity Jones, Marion Cotillard, and the 
seemingly unstoppable Julianne Moore for her 
work in “Still Alice.” 

Emma Stone, Meryl Streep, Laura Dern, 

Keira Knightly, and “Boyhood’s” Patricia Ar-
quette are all nominated for Best Supporting 
Actress.

“Boyhood” is nominated for six awards and 
seems to be the favorite to win the Best Picture 
Oscar as it won at The Golden Globes and The 
Critic’s Choice Awards this month.

The big surprise on nomination day was 
Clint Eastwood’s “American Sniper.” Nomi-
nated for six awards, Eastwood’s war block-
buster was previously shut out of The Golden 
Globes, Screen Actors Guild, and The Critic’s 
Choice Awards, not scoring a single nomina-
tion in any major category, but with clear sup-
port by the academy and its unprecedented box 
office haul, it could be a serious contender. 

It wouldn’t be The Oscars without a few 

snubs, and they did not disappoint this year. 
The most glaring of snubs is the lack of 

nominations for “Selma.”
Yes, it did score a Best Picture nomination 

but the film’s only other nomination comes in 
the Best Original Song category. 

David Oyelowo, who was nominated for 
a Golden Globe, Critics Choice, and British 
Academy Award for his portrayal of Martin 
Luther King Jr. failed to receive the Oscar 
nomination. 

Selma’s director, Ava DuVernay, could have 
been the first black female director to ever be 
nominated in the Best Director category but 
was shut out in favor of Morten Tyldum, Ben-
nett Miller, Wes Anderson, Alejandro Gonza-
lez Inarritu, and Richard Linklater. 

The exclusion of DuVernay and Oyelowo 
prompted the #OscarsSoWhite hash-tag to 
trend on twitter. 

This is the first time since 1998 that all 20 
of the acting nominees are white. 

A few years ago, the Academy expanded its 
Best Picture category to allow up to 10 nomi-
nees. Their thought was that this would allow 
for blockbusters and fan favorites, such as “In-
terstellar” to get nominated. Christopher No-
lan’s space flick was still snubbed even with 
the extra slots, which makes you wonder: Why 
is there even an expanded field? 

David Fincher’s box office hit “Gone Girl” 
was virtually shut out, only scoring one well 
deserved nomination for its leading lady Ro-
samund Pike. The film, based on Gillian Fly-
nn’s bestselling novel of the same name, was 
praised by its fans for its adaptation to screen; 
yet Flynn herself, who wrote the screenplay, 
was unable to score a nomination in the Best 
Adapted Screenplay category.

The other glaring omission is “The LEGO 
Movie” failing to earn a nomination for Best 
Animated Feature. Not only was it beloved by 
critics but also was the fourth-highest grossing 
film of 2014. 

The 87th Annual Academy Awards will be 
held on Sunday, Feb. 22 and will be broadcast 
live on ABC at 7:30pm (est.). 

To see a full list of nominees go to Oscar.
go.com

Beauty Tips From Aisha

   Weather is changing and our body is trying to catch up. This means getting prepared for 
colds and more. As if skin problems are not enough, we have to deal with tiredness and 
staying away from others not feeling so great. There are some tips to help out though!
   One rule to remember is that if your body is good on the inside, it will be good on the 
outside. Staying hydrated is very important, especially if you’re not feeling well. Here are 
some ideas for fluids to take in:
● Water
● Green tea  (full of antioxidants and immune strengthening)
● Chicken soup
● Ginger pieces in boiled water (for coughs)
● Orange juice, or some intake of vitamin C
Because green tea and chicken soup are warm, they also help keep airways open and 
moist which help breathing fine, keeps coughing and throat irritations away, and energy to 
the body.
 
Now that the inside is taken care of, the outside is a bit easier:
● Since hands are washed often, keep lotion around
● Stay moisturized, especially face. This also means taking care of lips with chap-
stick
● Do not stop using sunscreen in the winter
● Avoid extremely hot baths (too much heat isn’t safe for skin)
 
Cold weather is also dry weather, so it’s important to take extra care of yourself. I hope 
this helped!

Care against a cold
Don’t let the cold, dull weather take away your glow. A bright face and smile can make the 

day better! Here are some tips to getting there.
Number one rule, as always, is to feel good on the inside so it shows on the outside. Here’s a 

few quick tips on what to eat and drink
●Eat a variety of fruits, especially ones with antioxidants, such as Vitamin A and C
●Drink herbal teas and have soups, instead of just sticking to water
●IF you can drink milk, it is not only great for your skin, but also for a great smile
●Make sure your choice of fluid does not have too much sugar
●Tea and coffee is good to some extent (without too much sugar)
 
 You can also apply natural things to your face for a boost!
●Use good facewash in the morning that doesn’t dry skin
●Moisturize face right after
●Massage very light amount of oil before sleep or when at home (almond or coconut oil)
●Fresh lemon juice can be applied with cotton ball and rinsed after 15 mins
●Using lemon or orange peels to scrub face also works
●Exfoliate with sugar (finally sugar has come to good use haha)
●Massage skin in circular motion to keep blood circulation going
 
 For those who wear makeup-
●Do not use too many products if skin is getting dull
●Make sure to throw away old makeup
●Keep makeup brushes and things clean
●Do not wear makeup to sleep
●Make sure to take off makeup completely! (sometimes it gets deep into skin)

Once again, please make sure you’re not allergic or sensitive to any of these things before 
applying

Bringing Shine Back to your 
Complexion

BY AISHA NADEEM
Guest Writer
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Candy Cigarette
The photographer’s name is Sally Mann. A simple Virginian 

from a small family, her first camera was given to her by her fa-
ther. She has since taken her photography to a new level. Snap-
ping pictures spontaneously and excessively, she has acquired 
numerous awards, written books, and was interviewed with her 
family in a film titled “What Remains.” Mann became known 
for the depth brought forth by the intensity of her subjects.

“The children were there, so I took pictures of my children. 
It’s not that I’m interested in children that much or photograph-
ing them. It’s just that they were there.”

Mann said, with a mother’s pride, that her youngest model 
Virginia was “ just beautiful. Like someone who stepped out of 
the wrong century. A great little model.”

Her son, Emmett, said growing up with an artist like Mann 
was not always easy. He loved being part of his mother’s art, 

but it was also 
difficult, and he 
struggled against 
modeling. He 
expressed relief 
when his mother 
finally moved on 
to landscapes.

“Anyone as 
driven as Sally 
Mann is going 
to be an intense 
mother,” he said.

Jessie, Mann’s oldest daughter (shown in title picture) ap-
peared most often in her mother’s photos.

She agreed with her brother’s comment, stating that their 
mother looked everything with the eye of an artist. Growing 
up, they lost a mother, but gained something entirely different- 
a friend, an artistic accomplice.

Mann herself is an artist in everything she does. From the 
way she walks about fussing with her equipment, to the way in 
which she mutters to herself, in every way the creative genius.

Her husband, Larry, also appeared in her photographs with 

their children, described the piles of discarded photographs in 
his wife’s studio. The amount of effort she put into each photo, 
each developing to be more amazing than the last.

“I think she’ll be remembered best for her landscapes be-
cause they required more skill,” says Jessie. Her mother grew 
up in a very atheistic household, so she felt that photographing 
nature was Mann’s form of spiritual expression.

Emmett disagreed. He felt that the photos of his siblings 
would be more impressive.

“She would call us her models, but usually it was just some-
thing where she’d say freeze and we’d stop what we were do-
ing. Sometimes she made a few adjustments, but not really,” 
recalled Jessie.

Emmett said 
she would have 
a dream or a pic-
ture of what she 
wanted to photo-
graph.

“I knew what 
she was looking 
for.That inten-
sity that my sis-
ters and I have, I 
don’t know what 
it is…it plays me 
to this day.”

BY MONICA SABELLA
A&E Editor
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This Week In Gaming
Game Developer’s Choice Awards Nominees announced

Best:
 •Destiny
	 •Dragon	Age	Inquisition
	 •Sunset	Overdrive
	 •Shadow	of	Mordor
	 •FIFA
	 •Battlefield	4
	 •Titan	Fall
	 •Madden	15
	 •Bayonetta	2

The Best and Worst 
Games 2014

Worst:
 •Halo	Master	Chief	
	 	 (Collection)
	 •Call	of	Duty
	 	 -Advanced	Warfare
	 •Watch	Dogs
	 •Metal	Gear	Solid	V

The 15th Game Developer’s Choice Awards (GDCA) is set to take 
place Wednesday, March 4 during the 2015 Game Developers Confer-
ence.

Leading the pack with five nominations is “Middle-earth: Shadow of 
Mordor,” while “Alien: Isolation” and “Destiny” follow with four nomi-
nations each. Nintendo has also secured a strong presence at this year’s 
event with many of its titles garnering several nominations, including 
“Bayonetta 2,” “Super Smash Bros.,” and “Captain Toad: Treasure Track-
er.” 

The award that will easily receive the most scrutiny from gamers is this 
year’s coveted Game of the Year category, which includes “Bayonetta 
2,” “Hearthstone: Heroes of Warcraft,” “Alien: Isolation,” “Destiny,” and 
“Middle-earth: Shadow of Mordor.”

While the GDCA has traditionally been more diverse in its nomina-
tions than other awards events (finding a solid balance between AAA-
blockbusters, indie darlings, and dark horse contenders), the finalists for 
this year are a particularly eclectic bunch that covers a wide variety of 
gaming genres and audiences. With each nomination being a left-field 
choice in some way or another, it’ll be interesting to see how votes are 
cast this year.

The GDCA will take place alongside the Independent Games Festival 
Awards at 6:30 at the Moscone Convention Center in San Francisco. For 
a full listing of awards and nominees, visit www.gamechoiceawards.com.

BY AARON YNCLAN
Staff Writer

BY DESIREE HOY
Staff Writer

On Jan. 9, Rupert Murdoch tweeted “May-
be most Moslems peaceful, but until they rec-
ognize and destroy their growing jihadist can-
cer they must be held responsible.” This was 
in response to the Charlie Hebdo murders in 
Paris, which is why the social movement “Je 
suis Charlie” was recently formed. 

For those of you know who don’t know 
who Rupert Murdoch is, he’s a CEO, Chair-
man, and founder who owns various major 
news corporations all over the world. Mur-
doch owns The Wall Street Journal and Twen-
tieth Century Fox just to name a couple in the 
U.S.. So, you can see why it seems absolutely 
absurd for someone so well respected to reck-
lessly release such a statement. 

Immediately after, Comedian Aziz Ansari 
responded to Murdoch by tweeting “Rups 
can we get a step by step guide? How can my 
60-year-old parents in NC help destroy terror-
ist groups? Plz advise.” Although Ansari isn’t 
religious, his parents are Muslim, so he used 

them to make a point. Why would anyone 
be responsible for the actions of others just 
because they share the same religion? After 
Ansari’s response he sarcastically started the 
hashtag #RupertsFault, and soon twitter was 
flooded with hilarious tweets following the 
trend. Here are a couple just to give you all 
an idea “College text books are too expensive 
#RupertsFault, The Kardashians #Ruperts-
Fault, Anytime a Christian person rear ended 
your car. #RupertsFault.”

Ansari’s twitter rage went into full drive 
and ultimately ended with him calling Mur-
doch evil, ignorant, and a racist piece of fe-
ces. However, a good amount of twitter got to 
chime in before Murdoch gave a stubborn and 
meaningless apology. Even J.K. Rowling, the 
author of the Harry Potter novels had much to 
say about Murdoch’s comment. She tweeted, 
“I was born Christian. If that makes Rupert 
Murdoch my responsibility, I’ll auto-excom-
municate”, and “The Spanish Inquisition was 
my fault, as is all Christian fundamentalist 
violence. Oh, and Jim Bakker.”

Who would have thought the guy from 

“Parks and Recre-
ation” would be-
come an advocate 
for civil rights? 
Okay, maybe I’m 
pushing it, but his 
actions have started 
something major, 
NBC.COM has a 
poll up right now 
where people can 
vote if they think 
Rupert Murdoch 
is evil or not. This 
shows that you can’t underestimate anyone, 
especially if they’re as funny as Ansari. Fur-
thermore, this shows how big of a role social 
media plays in today’s democracy.   

Seeing how much of an impact he made 
with just one comment, I wonder what’s next 
for Ansari. I do see him continuing to involve 
himself with current issues via twitter and in-
corporating most of these issues into his stand 
up act. Besides his love for food, R&B/Hip-
Hop Music, and his cousin Harris, he talks a 

lot about racial issues in his stand up specials. 
Ansari is now on tour with his new stand up 
special hitting Detroit’s Masonic Temple on 
Sunday, Jan. 25. He just recently sold out 
Madison Square Garden which is definitely a 
big deal. So if you missed him at the Masonic 
Temple, be sure to get the special when it’s 
available for digital download...you won’t be 
sorry!

Aziz Ansari versus Rupert Murdoch: 
Anti-Muslim comment starts Twitter frenzy
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BY GHADEER ALARADI
Student Life Editor
  Greek Life hosted the “I 
have a dream” balloon release 
on the UC stage on Thursday, 
Jan. 22 from 12- 1 p.m..

Greek Life mem-
bers asked students and 
community members to 
fill their “balloon cut-
outs” with their dreams 
for the University of 
Mich igan-Dearborn , 
Michigan, and the world.

Students were asked to 
write their dreams and goals 
on a cut-out of a balloon 
and to pin them on a board 
that wrote “I have a dream.” 

Greek Life on campus 

consists of three national 
social sororities , three na-
tional social fraternities and 
countless other professional 
and cultural organizations. 

“Fraternities and sorori-

ties are doing this activity 
as a part of MLK week. It’s 
a community effort, so all of 
the fraternities and sororities 
are sponsoring the activity,” 

said Kristin McDonough, 
the Greek Life Coordinator. 

The balloon release has 
been a Greek Life tradition 
on campus. It has been held 
previously by organizations, 

such as Alpha Kappa Alpha 
and Alpha Phi Alpha. They 
released balloons ‘filled 
with dreams.’ Each balloon 
contained a paper with a 

specific goal written on it. 
The event was inspired 

by a photo from the Michi-
gan Journal in 1987. Since it 
was on a Thursday, it was a 
#throwbackthursday activity. 

   Some of the dreams 
and goals that stood out to 
McDonough are, “To learn 
patience as I teach it to my 
kids,” “To own my own com-

pany,” “To volunteer more,” 
and “To do what I love.” “I 
think each of those show-
cased our campus’ commit-
ment to continued learning 
and skill-building,” said 

McDonough. “It highlights 
that UM-Dearborn commu-
nity members are always 
trying to learn and achieve 
more for ourselves, our cam-

pus and our community.”
Other goals included im-

proving grades, getting great 
jobs, and getting more sleep. 

   As a part of MLK Week 
on campus, 115 fraternity 
and sorority members vol-
unteered for MLK Day of 
Service, which made up 41 
percent of the volunteers. 
During the Day of Service, 
Greek members did volunteer 
work such as packing food 
in the metro-Detroit area. 

“Everyone is encour-
aged to participate and stop 
by between classes dur-
ing MLK week for the ac-
tivities,” said McDonough. 

BY GHADEER ALARADI
Student Life Editor

Black Student Union has 
been an organization on 
campus since the 1970’s, 
and its purpose is to pro-
vide and uplift support to 
the African American stu-
dent body, staff and faculty. 

“This semester, BSU 
wants to bring the es-
sence of Black culture to 
this campus,” said Theresa 
Somerville, the President. 

BSU has also started a 
Big Brother/ Big Sister pro-
gram to help first year stu-
dents get accustomed and 
make the most out of their 
first year in college.   African-
American first year students 
will be assigned a junior or 
senior to help them attend 
events and create bonds.

   BSU currently has five Ex-
ecutive Board members and 
four Student Representatives. 

“We consider each per-
son who decides to partici-
pate in our meetings and/
or events to be a mem-
ber,” said Somerville. 

One of the most success-
ful events that BSU has held 
over the years is the “Di-
vine 9 Yard show” that won 
Best Program for the 2014 
Student Leadership Awards.

The Divine 9 Yard show 
is an event that showcases 
Black Greek Letter Organi-
zations as they perform their 
traditional steps and dances.

“I grew up watching Black 
Greek step shows and com-
petitions as a child, and I 
was very excited to start col-
lege and have that experience 
with them,” said Somervill

Somerville explained that 
the UM-Dearborn campus 
did not have a strong Black 
Greek Life presence, and they 
decided to bring it to campus 
in the fall semester of 2013. 

Another successful event 
that BSU held is the “Night 
of Soul” talent showcase. The 
“Night of Soul” showcase is 
an annual show that recruits 
local singers, rappers, musi-
cians, poets, spoken word art-
ists, and comedians to perform 
to the campus community. 

This year will be the eighth 
annual “Night of Soul.”

“I graduated from Cass 
Tech in Detroit, which is pre-
dominantly African-Amer-
ican,” said Somerville. “So 
coming to UM-Dearborn, the 
first thing I looked for was oth-
er Black students and Black 
centered organizations.”

BSU has also been ac-
tive in responding to recent 
events, such as Ferguson. 
They held a candlelight vigil 
with Student Government in 
honor of Michael Brown and 
victims of police brutality. 

Students held lit candles 
provided by The Office for 
Student Engagement and re-
flected on the current events 
in an open environment. 

BSU also ran an Instagram 
campaign showing their soli-
darity with the victims and 
using relevant and trending 
hashtags on social media. 

A rally was held by BSU 
in November 2014, after the 
decision to not indict Officer 
Darren Wilson was released. 
Students gathered behind 
the University Center to dis-

cuss police brutality and 
how to make a difference 
in the community at large.

Somerville also acknowl-
edged the hard work of her 
team. Jennifer Golida is 
the Vice President, and ac-
cording to Somerville, is 
a great role model for stu-
dents at UM-Dearborn. 

Jerel Jones introduced 
Somerville to the organi-
zation and is a “great as-
set” to the growth of BSU. 

Tyesha Vinson, the Sec-
retary, “keeps us together in 
our meetings and is very goal 
oriented,” said Somerville. 

Natahsa Gilbert, the Stu-
dent Representative Chair, 
“has shown the team that 
she is a great future leader.

Aaron Jackson, a former 
student of UM-Dearborn, 
“finds time to commit to 
helping the organization.”

Deandré McDay, the 
Marketing Director, “will 
take BSU to new heights.”

“Our four new Student 
Representatives, Anaiya, 
Christopher, Kaylin and 
Christian, are anxious to be 
involved, and we are excited 
to see how they grow in the 
Black Student Union with our 
guidance,” said Somerville. 

Students who are inter-
ested in learning more about 
the African-American cul-
ture can attend their Gen-
eral Body Meetings every 
Thursday from 5:00-6:30 
pm in UC 1227. Students 
can join by emailing BSU 
at bsu.umd@gmail.com. 

Get to know an organization: 
Black Student Union

Greek Life hosts 
“I have a dream” balloon release

Ghadeer Alaradi/MJGreek Life Students pose in front of “I have a dream” board. Photo courtesy of UM-Dearborn Greek Life

“Fraternities and sororities are doing this activity as a 
part of MLK week. It’s a community effort, so all of the 
fraternities and sororities are sponsoring the activity.”

Photo courtesy of Black Student Union
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BY JULIA KASSEM
Staff Writer

“Back to Detroit: The 
Kids Are Coming” is a You-
Tube video back-dropped by 
cheery, uppity rock music 
and showcasing snip-its of 
interviews with prospective 
Detroiters, young (and white) 
artists and college students ea-
ger to move into Detroit. The 
video emblematizes all the 
enthusiastic characteristics of 
metro Detroit’s haughty hip-
sters today who relish in the 
marvels of midtown Detroit. 
However, the grim realities 
of mis-
m a n -
a g e d 
financ-
es and 
ever-present evictions con-
tinue to operate on the back-
burner of southeast Michi-
gan’s own farcical manifest 
destiny.

Recently, such policies 
came into fruition in the form 
of last summer’s water shut-
offs, when the city shut off 
water to nearly 2700 resi-
dents that allegedly hadn’t (or 

couldn’t) pay their bills. This 
denial of water to casualties 
of gentrification and the credit 

system evidently relegates the 
municipal majority unable to 
reclaim even the most minute 
of minority rights. This course 
of events evidently puts De-
troit to shame by international 
standards when the UNs 2010 
declaration of water as a hu-
man right is aptly considered. 

However, what was De-
troit’s proposed solution in 
the face of backlash and dis-
contentment? Expedite these 
water rights to neighboring 
suburbs in the Oakland, Ma-
comb, and Wayne counties 
in hopes that unwilling sub-

urbanites will be willing to 
enact policies to rehabilitate 
these disenfranchised poor. 

On Saturday, Jan. 24, stu-
dents at the University of 
Michigan-Dearborn congre-
gated in Fairlane Center’s din-
ing center to take initiative in 
addressing the water shutoffs. 
With local NGOs, activists, 
and documentarians, the stu-

dents took steps in address-
ing the situation in Detroit by 
brainstorming ideas on rais-
ing awareness and garnering 

petition signatures amongst 
aforementioned districts. 

Working with the People’s 
Water board, the students in 
the University’s Social Jus-
tice League as well as af-
filiates from She’s the First 
and Amnesty International 
worked with the People’s Wa-
ter Board in outlining their 
proposed solutions. 

Narratives from activists 
Maureen Taylor and Mariam 
Kramer followed the factual 
video presentations that high-
lighted the problems faced by 
Detroit’s disenfranchised res-

idents. The stories they each 
told chronicled the effects of 
the abrupt shutoffs faced by 
members of Highland Park 
and Detroit, as well as the tur-
bulence that members of the 
People’s Water Board under-
went in trying to win water 
rights back to the people. 

Ultimately, the People’s 
Water Board seeks to con-

tinue to put pressure on the 
Great Lakes Water Authority 
to come out with an afford-

ability plan that will allow 
residents to pay off their debts 
at a reasonable rate. Though 
pressuring corporations and 
community centers to stop di-
verting their water debts onto 
the people or pressing neigh-
boring suburbs to take action 
is certainly not easy, students 
from the various clubs were 
nonetheless eager to take ini-
tiative to listening and learn-
ing from the activist veterans.

Aging infrastructure, cri-
sis of operations, loss of a 
stable tax base a result of the 
flight of the auto industry to 

the suburbs 
have hiked 
resident ia l 
water bills 
to an aver-

age of $100 per month. With 
20 percent of the population 
earning less than $800 dollars 
a month, there’s no wonder as 
to why these residents are the 
first casualties of a worldwide 
water crisis. 

With community centers 
and facilities like the Joe 
Louis center and Ford Field 
accruing massive amounts 
of debt, their sprawling sizes 
and suburbanite stakehold-
ers have rendered these lav-
ish facilities too big too fail: 
particularly at the expense 
of Detroit’s more indigenous 
debtors.

“[They’re] picking on 
folks who didn’t have money 
to sustain rising water rates,” 
said activist and People’s Wa-
ter Board member Maureen 
Taylor. “They were the easi-
est to pick on.”

Following the information 
session and the two narratives 
from members Taylor and 
Kramer, the students broke up 
to discuss and propose solu-
tions to raise awareness and 
take action on campus. 

“[The students] can put 

pressure on elected officials 
and pressure on the Great 
Lakes Water Authority to im-
plement that,” Social Justice 
League Chair Julia Cuneo 
proposed. “People can pay 

the amount that they can.” 
The young student activ-

ists spent the remainder of the 
time juggling ideas on cre-
ative ways to bring this issue 
to campus and encourage oth-
ers in the collegiate communi-
ty to not only understand that 
their own rights are at stake, 
but that they too can play an 
integral a role in reclaiming 

water as a public good rather 
than a private commodity. 

“Eventually [the students] 
will take the lead in [the 
struggle] and understand their 
role in history,” answered 

Maureen Taylor in response 
to the importance of students 
in leading the fight for wa-
ter. Certainly, it is important 
that students understand their 
narrative as part of a global 
community at stake in the 
water wars—not to divide 
each other, thereby isolating 
themselves from this narra-
tive. After all, as students and 

BY ADRIANA TROKA
Staff Writer

On Jan. 21, Helen 
Zughaib, a Lebanese art-
ist, visited the University of 
Michigan-Dearborn to pres-
ent and discuss her art on 
“Stories my father told me.

Zughaib was born in Beirut, 
Lebanon and lived in the Mid-
dle East and Europe before 
coming to America. Zughaib 
received her BFA from Syra-
cuce University, College of 
Visual and Performing Arts. 

Zughaib works primarily 
in gouache, an opaque wa-
tercolor, and ink on board. 

Zughaib’s choice of colors 
are vivid and lively, with 
choices like reds and oranges 
and many different shades of 
blue and greens. Her style is 
unique and tells the stories 
that were passed down from 
her father to her. Zughaib 
uses symmetric lines, some 
circles, and a very colorful 
pallet. Zughaib, during her 
presentation, mentioned that 
after receiving positive feed-
back she has attracted some 
negative attention as well. 
Zughaib explained that when 
she visited Saudi Arabia “a 
guy with a motor scooter 

came really close to me and 
then spit right in my face.” 
Zughaib further explained 
that many people, including 
her father, were upset when 
she shared the private events 
and memories of her family.

Zughaib’s father was born 
in Syria and is now 87 years 
old. Zughaib’s father and 
mother were first cousins ar-
ranged to be married, even 
though they were not happy 
to do so, Zughaib explained. 
Furthermore, Zughaib’s aunt 
had to stay back in her coun-
try, because she was too old 
to come to America with the 

rest of her family. Zughaib’s 
paintings explain this tragic 
story and more like it.  

Zughaib’s art work is in-
cluded in many private and 
public collections, including 
the White House, Word Bank, 
Library of Congress, US Con-
sulate General, Vancouver, 
Canada, American Embassy 
in Baghdad, Iraq, and the 
Arab American National Mu-
seum in Detroit, Michigan. 
The exhibition is available at 
the Arab American National 
Museum through April 19. 

Water Justice: a workshop by the People’s Water Board 
at UM-Dearborn

Helen Zughaib visits UM-Dearborn to discuss 
“Stories my father told me”

“[They’re] picking on folks who didn’t have money to 
sustain rising water rates.”
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UM-Dearborn Athletic Director Matt Beaudry (center) surveys the ice at the Fieldhouse rink Friday during the Wolverines’ series opener vs. Oakland. The game was cancelled after 33 minutes of play.

For the second time this 
season, the University of 
Michigan-Dearborn hockey 
team had a game cut short.

On Friday, the Wolverines’ 
series opener vs. Oakland was 
called with just over seven 
minutes remaining in the sec-
ond period due to poor ice 
conditions.

“It’s very unfortunate that 
this occurred again this year, 
but we’ve really got to take 
internal review on our ice 
procedures and look at how 
we can rectify this situation 
going into the future,” Athlet-
ic Director Matt Beaudry said 
after the cancellation. “The 
optimum level for the ice is 
about one inch. We had issues 
this week with our zamboni 
which didn’t allow us to re-

ally maintenance the ice at 
the requirement that was nec-
essary.”

Earlier in the season 
against John Carroll Univer-
sity, the game was cut short 
with the Wolverines holding 
onto a 3-0 lead.

The Wolverines had a 2-1 
lead Friday after a quick start.

“We played well. For the 
most part we dominated,” 
head coach Chris Haltinner 
said. “It’s unfortunate that the 
game got cancelled with the 
situation we’re in. We need 
to win seven in a row now (to 
make nationals). It’s tough, 
not easy against the teams 
we’re playing.”

Last season when UM-
Dearborn was set to be the 
home team at Clark Park 
against Oakland, the Griz-
zlies were still in contention 
for nationals, while the Wol-

verines were not. That game 
was cancelled due to ice con-
ditions, and the Wolverines 
forfeited their point to help 
the division team out to make 
a national run. 

“We told them since they 
were in the nationals ranking, 
we would take the forfeit. 
The conditions were bad, we 
took the forfeit, and they got 
the win for it,” senior forward 
Jeremy Klotz said. “You’d 
think they’re out of the rank-
ings, we have a chance to go, 
they’d do the same for us, es-
pecially when they wear our 
socks.”

   Adding to the frustrations 
for the Wolverines Friday was 
that Oakland brought differ-
ent socks, so the team did not 
have matching uniforms, an 
ACHA violation.

Haltinner lent the Grizzlies 
team the Wolverines usual 

home socks as they wore the 
outdoor game specialty uni-
forms.

The chances of resched-
uling the game seem very 
slim, as both teams have tight 
schedules the rest of the sea-
son. UM-Dearborn fell to 
Oakland, 6-3, Saturday. If the 
third game isn’t resumed, the 
Wolverines ensured a win-
ning regular-season record 
against the Grizzlies for the 
first time in program history.

Haltinner doesn’t believe 
the game will be rescheduled.

“Zero (confidence in this 
game getting rescheduled). 
I’m not going to play them 
before Davenport, not go-
ing to play them before Kent 
State,” Haltinner said. “I’ll 
play them after Eastern, but 
realistically, do I want to do 
that? I don’t know. It’s tough 
now.”

Men’s basketball splits 
conference clashes
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Thin ice cancels hockey’s series opener vs. Oakland

As the number of games 
remaining on the sched-
ule slowly shrinks, each 
game becomes more im-
portant. The University of 
Michigan-Dearborn men’s 
basketball team split a pair 
of Wolverine-Hoosier Ath-
letic Conference games last 
week.

The Wolverines lost to 
7th-ranked Cornerstone 
87-55 on Jan. 21 and de-
feated Marygrove College 
84-74 on Jan. 24.

UM-Dearborn shot just 
26 percent in the second 
half in its lost to Corner-
stone. The Golden Eagles 
led 41-35 at halftime and 
raised their field goal per-
centage by nearly 20 in the 
second half of the game. 

Early in the second half, 
Cornerstone went on an 
18-4 run that seemingly 
crushed the Wolverines. 

Kyle Steigenga and Ben 
Lanning were key reasons 
for the Golden Eagles win 
putting up 24 and 27 points 
respectively. 

The Wolverines were led 
by freshman Jason Penn 
who recorded 20 points and 
four rebounds on the night. 
Jamiel Strickland totaled 11 
points during the game and 
scored the last six points of 
the game for his team. 

Brandon Cole noticed a 
lack of effort in the second 
half that made a comeback 
seem even more impos-
sible. 

“I think it was definitely 
an effort thing out there,” 
Cole said. “They were get-
ting tons of fast break lay-
ups, we got out to a bad 
start. We were just never 
able to get it together and 
get back in control of the 
game.”

On Jan. 24, the Wolver-
ines traveled to Detroit to 
take on Marygrove Col-

lege. The Wolverines de-
feated the Mustangs 84-74. 

UM-Dearborn started 
the game with a 15-5 run 
and would never trail the 
entire game. The Wolver-
ines led by 13 at halftime 
and would pick up where 
they left off in the first half 
by scoring six points in the 
first minute and a half. 

UM-Dearborn out-re-
bounded Marygrove 51-34 
and recorded 18 assists as 
a team for the game. Five 
Wolverines scored in dou-
ble figures with Strick-
land leading the way with 
20 points, including his 
1,000th career point. Penn 
recorded a double-double, 
scoring 13 points and 12 
rebounds.

Forward Paul Standtke 
acknowledged that his team 
played well but that there is 
still room for improvement.

“We played very well at 
times on both ends but had 
mental lapses and defen-

sive breakdowns for small 
periods which caused them 
to keep it close,” Standtke 
said. 

With just nine games left 
in the season, the Wolver-
ines are tied for the final 
spot in the conference play-
offs. They are tied with Si-
ena Heights whom they lost 
to 56-53 back in November. 

UM-Dearborn plays 
three games this week. The 
Wolverines travel to North-
western Ohio Wednesday 
and return home for games 
vs. Kuyper College on 
Friday and Siena Heights 
on Saturday. UM-Dear-
born sits with a 7-14 (4-
10 WHAC) record and is 
tied for eighth place in the 
WHAC with Siena Heights.

“It’s like a must win ev-
ery night. Only good thing 
is we pretty much control 
our own destiny,” Standtke 
said. “We will find out a 
lot about our team down 
the stretch. Making the 
playoffs would be a huge 
win for a coach in his first 
year and mean a lot to our 
seniors as they have never 
made it unless by default.”

Updated through Jan. 26. 
Adrian clinched division Jan. 24.

By ERICK LEHMAN
Staff Reporter
@ELehman29

Team Points

Adrian College 47

UM-Dearborn 37

Davenport University 37

Western Michigan 30

Oakland University 29

Kent State 22

Eastern Michigan 12

GLCHL Standings

By JERAMY STOVER
Staff Reporter
@JStover96

By ERICK LEHMAN
Staff Reporter
@ELehman29

No bag skate 
necessary

 In the age of social me-
dia, a simple Tweet, Face-
book update, or even an 
Instagram post could cause 
a big stir amongst athletes.

That wasn’t exactly the 
result Jan. 19 after the Uni-
versity of Buffalo hockey 
team tweeted a link to 
The Michigan Journal’s 
game story on the Bulls’ 
sweep vs. the University of 
Michigan-Dearborn hock-
ey team, pointing out that 
there was no mention of a 
“bag skate.”

The Wolverines did not 

look like the same team that 
won six consecutive go-
ing into the series after the 
sweep, but were missing a 
few key contributors in Jeff 
McFarland, Ryan Kelly, 
and Andrew Palushaj. 

“It’s petty, just pretty 
dumb overall,” sophomore 
forward Michael Payne said 
Jan. 21. “We’ll see them in 
Nationals, and we’ll beat 
them.”

McFarland took to re-
sponding to the tweet, tell-
ing the Bulls to “talk to us 
after nationals.”

Now myself or my co-
workers who played hock-
ey did not know what a 
“bag skate” is, so we took 
to Google.

Urban dictionary defines 
a bag skate as; “A hockey 
practice where players are 
forced to do repetitive skat-
ing drills until they are ex-
hausted, or have “skated 
their bags off”. It’s often 
used as punishment for an 

Bag skate
continued on page 11 
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From left to right: Cody Longuski, head coach Chris Haltinner, Jase Paciocco and Gino Darin await a decision regarding ice quality during its series opener vs. Oakland outside UM-Dearborn’s entrance to the rink on Jan. 24. 

The game was cancelled after 33 minutes of play and an hour delay in an attempt to fix the thin ice, but the cancellation figures to impact the Wolverines’ stretch run for the ACHA National Tournament.

UM-Dearborn’s worst kept secret out: 
Fieldhouse ice rink must be revitalized

It’s never good when a 
hockey team experiences 
poor ice conditions.

It’s even worse when an 
outdoor rink boasts better ice 
than a team’s home rink.

The University of Michi-
gan-Dearborn hockey team’s 
matchup vs. Oakland on Jan. 
23 was cancelled after an 
hour delay due to thin ice at 
the Fieldhouse. Workers and 
game officials attempted to 
patch the ice with snow and 
several zamboni runs before 
the surface was deemed un-
safe.

“The optimum level for 
the ice is about one inch. We 
had issues this week with our 
zamboni which didn’t allow 
us to really maintenance the 
ice at the requirement that 
was necessary,” Beaudry 
said. “As you continue to go 
through the week and a lot of 
traffic on there, the ice just 
has a tendency to thin. 

“When it gets to a certain 
level, it can break through 
and that’s what happened to-

night.”
A common theme at this 

year’s outdoor game at Clark 
Park involved the rink’s qual-
ity. Players expressed that the 
outdoor venue’s ice outdid 
that in the Fieldhouse, their 
home rink.

For one, it’s an outdoor 
rink, exposed to all the ele-
ments. There’s no climate 
control outdoors. And the el-
ements were present — there 
was a steady snowstorm that 
lasted three hours before the 
game to puck drop. Snow 
is usually the biggest thing 
hampering quality of ice in 
outdoor games. Not at this 
one.

Friday wasn’t the first time 
UM-Dearborn’s Fieldhouse 
experienced poor ice condi-
tions. But it’s quite telling 
when several Wolverines are 
vocal regarding the problem. 
And they know that ice — 
it’s a place they spend most 
of their time at. Some work 
at The Fieldhouse and others 
help with intramural broom-
ball.

“I think that we both know 
that it’s visible there’s an ice 
issue,” UM-Dearborn head 
coach Chris Haltinner said. 
“You have to tend to this. Do-
ing this, it’s not a clock-in, 
clock-out, it’s gotta be ad-
dressed. 

“We can’t have games 
keep getting cancelled like 
this. What if this was for the 

(Vice) Chancellor’s night?”
UM-Dearborn had a 

chance to make a statement 
Friday. Before this season, 
the Wolverines were 3-13 
against Oakland since 2009. 
They’ve already swept the 
Grizzlies this season and led 
2-1 after nearly 33 minutes of 
play when the delay hit. 

Matching the win total vs. 
Oakland for five years in just 
one month would have been a 
huge statement.

That didn’t happen. Not 
because of UM-Dearborn; it 
was dominating and well on 
its way to another win. But 
because a familiar nemesis 
struck again: poor ice.

***
It’s happened before, even 

this season.
Ice breaking loose behind a 

net cost UM-Dearborn a po-
tential win against National 
Tournament-host John Carroll 
on Nov. 22, 2014; the Wolver-
ines held a 3-0 game before 
the game was cancelled after 
34 minutes of play.

Haltinner has been with 
the program for the past six 
seasons. The Fieldhouse ice 
rink experiencing ice issues is 
nothing new to him. And with 
seven regular-season games 
remaining in a push for a 
national tournament bid, ice 
will, yet again, cost the Wol-
verines.

“It’s gotta be addressed. 
I mean it can’t be swept un-

derneath the carpet,” Haltin-
ner said. “There’s stuff that’s 
gotta be better here. We need 
new stuff. When you have 
ice, it needs TLC, right? 24-
7. We didn’t have that and it’s 
unfortunate. You need new 
things and it’s blatantly obvi-
ous. Tonight it made it more 
apparent. 

“That’s two wins that this 
cost us this season. You win 
John Carroll, you win this 
one, are you sitting at 18 any-
more? No. It’s going to come 
down to the wire now and it’s 
tough.”

According to Haltinner, 
the Wolverines must win the 
remainder of its games to im-
prove its chance at an appear-
ance in nationals.

It won’t come easy.
UM-Dearborn faces Dav-

enport for a home-and-home 
series to wrap up January, 
followed by four consecutive 
home games vs. Kent State 
and Eastern Michigan. 

Seven teams receive auto-
matic bids into nationals: the 
winners of the ACHA’s six 
conferences and host John 
Carroll. Adrian clinched the 
GLCHL, so that option no 
longer exists for the Wolver-
ines. The 13 remaining spots 
for nationals are awarded by 
computer rankings.

“(With the cancellation), 
now we have to win out,” 
Haltinner said. “Seven in a 
row, that’s tough. That’s not 

easy. Especially against the 
teams we’re playing. It’s like, 
make it harder. Every time 
we get going, something hap-
pens. It’ll make these kids 
stronger, so lets hope for the 
best.”

Haltinner assembled a team 
for the ages in the offseason 
with the hopes of breaking 
through for a national tourna-
ment bid.

But thanks to two can-
celled games, the road has be-
come that much difficult.

***
Haltinner is right.
Something needs to be 

done.
Not just for UM-Dearborn 

hockey’s sake.
The Fieldhouse is not only 

the team’s home rink, the ven-
ue hosts youth hockey games 
and tournaments, Haltinner’s 
hockey school, open hockey 
and skating and intramural 
broomball.

And the hockey team is 
UM-Dearborn’s version of 
Michigan football.

There’s a fair amount of 
money coming through those 
doors.

This is perhaps the first 
public issue facing Beaudry 
in his young stint as UM-
Dearborn’s athletic director.

And it’s a big one.
But Beaudry didn’t shy 

away when the challenge hit. 
He was instrumental through-
out the delay, from examining 

the ice to the processes enact-
ed in an attempt to fix it.

“It’s very unfortunate that 
this occurred again this year, 
but we’ve really got to take 
internal review on our ice 
procedures and look at how 
we can rectify this situation 
going into the future,” Be-
audry said. “We want to make 
sure not just our student ath-
letes but those traveling into 
our building to watch our 
contests are able to see the 
completion of a game. We’ll 
certainly do our due diligence 
internally to work on ways to 
improve our ice conditions 
going forward.”

Last year, UM-Dearborn 
executed an all-out rebrand-
ing effort for its athletic pro-
grams. It was moderately suc-
cessful, but was a step in the 
right direction.

But it’s time for another ef-
fort.

UM-Dearborn must soon 
revitalize its facilities. The 
process will be a pivotal in 
delivering its athletic pro-
grams to the next level in all 
facets.

If the university is serious 
about having competitive ath-
letics, it’s a move that needs 
to be done. It won’t hap-
pen overnight, but each day 
passed puts UM-Dearborn 
further behind.

In the words of Chris 
Haltinner: “It’s gotta be ad-
dressed.”

underperforming team.”
“We definitely didn’t play to our stan-

dard,” Payne said. “But we weren’t bad.”
The Wolverines did not look like the 

Wolverines of late, but were still able to 
fire off 46 shots on goal in Jan. 17’s loss. 
They were just unable to find the opening 
behind Buffalo’s big goaltender.

“It was one of those weekends for us, 
the puck just wasn’t going our way,” as-
sistant coach Chris Zarb said after Satur-
day’s game. “To outshoot a team 46-22, 

you don’t expect that to happen but their 
goalie played very well.”

Freshman forward Cody Staub said it 
best after the 4-2 loss on Saturday: “Some-
one needs to lose, just was us this week-
end.”

This Wolverine team has overcome an 
immense amount of adversity this season.

Remember October? 
The Wolverines lost seven games in a 

row and compiled a record of 2-8 in the 
month of October, as well as a record of 
3-11 from Oct. 3 through Nov. 15, when 
the Wolverines win streak started.

With that in the rearview mirror, the 

Wolverines have their sights set high, and 
they’re ready to take the next step.

As if getting swept on your home ice 
wasn’t bad enough, trash talking via social 
media just adds more fuel to that fire. And 
for this Wolverines team that already has 
gallons upon gallons of fuel dumped onto 
their fire, this is just the tip of the iceberg.

There is no doubt in my mind if these 
two teams meet again, the Wolverines will 
prevail and push themselves through any 
adversity to get to the next level.

Sometimes all it takes is a little humili-
ation and some bad mouthing on the inter-
net.

Those are two contributing factors that 
propelled the Wolverines through a suc-
cessful November and December. And 
they weren’t shy speaking about it, quiet-
ing any doubters.

It’s early, with nearly an entire month of 
regular season to play. But I will make one 
bold prediction for these Wolverines: You 
will be seeing them skate in the GLCHL 
tournament finals, as well as late into the 
National Tournament, no doubt about it.

And it is all because of the gallons of 
fuel that has been dumped into the fire un-
der this team since the day they stepped on 
the ice for the first practice of the season.

Bag skate
continued from page 10
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Jamiel Strickland, pictured during 

the 2013-2014 season, scored the 
1,000th point of his career at UM-

Dearborn in the Wolverines’ win 
over Marygrove Saturday, Jan. 24.

Sports

If having his best season statistically 
wasn’t enough, Jamiel Strickland made it 
even more special by reaching a milestone 
each college basketball player dreams of.

Strickland eclipsed the 1000 point mark 
in his career in the University of Michigan-
Dearborn’s 84-74 win over Marygrove Col-
lege on Jan. 24.

“It’s a blessing honestly,” Strickland said. 
“I am happy, but more happy about the win 
today and the love my teammates showed me 
after the game. It’s special to share it with 
your basketball family.”

He had one of his best games of the sea-
son, scoring 20 points, seven rebounds, and 
seven assists. With Darryl Mobley Jr. side-
lined and Paul Standtke missing the first half, 
the senior guard stepped up in a critical game 
that his team had to win. 

Strickland is known as a lead by exam-
ple player who lets his play do the talking. 
If there was a definition to the term “senior 
guard”, Paul Standtke believes Strickland’s 
picture would be right next to it.

“He’s very calm and always steady. (He) 
seems to me to be so even-keeled and always 
is going to give us about the same numbers 
every night,” Standtke said. “He’s the defini-
tion of what a senior guard is supposed to be 
for a team.”

Strickland is averaging 12.9 points per 
game this season and 2.7 assists per game, 
which are both career highs. He is nearly 
making half of his shots on the season and 
sinking 45.2 percent of his three-point shots. 

Strickland said he didn’t know he was ap-
proaching the milestone before the game and 
that an assistant coach made sure it stayed 
that way.

“Someone tried to bring it up and my as-
sistant coach said do not say anything be-

cause it could lead to a bad shooting night. 
So I didn’t know,” Strickland said.

Strickland has been the catalyst for the 
Wolverines in many games throughout his 
career.  His incredible passing and swift drive 
to the basket has helped make head coach 
Taylor Langley’s first year with the program 
a little easier. He has the highest respect from 
his teammates because they know when the 
ball is in his hands, he will do what is best 
for the team.

“We ride with him regardless of the result 
because he makes good decisions for the best 
interest of the team,” Standtke said. 

Khalil Beidoun has been Strickland’s 
teammate since 2011, when they were both 
freshmen. Seeing Strickland everyday in 
practice and in games, Beidoun knows him 
not just as a player but as a person. And he 
knows that Strickland will bring his best 
game every night.

“He’s a great teammate, always trying 

to make his teammates better. Great leader, 
killer mentality,” Beidoun said. “When it 
comes down to the wire, (he’s) one of the 
most clutch players I’ve ever played with. 
He’s the type of player that will make a play 
when you need it. But more importantly, he’s 
a great person off the court who’s becoming 
a great friend.”

Winning is without question important to 
Strickland. 

His Wolverine teams have never made the 
Wolverine-Hoosier Athletic Conference play-
offs. He is looking to help lead UM-Dearborn 
to its first playoff appearance since 2010-11. 

Strickland said he wants to be a part of 
something special that will hopefully lead to 
good things in the future for the program.

“It would show that I was able to be a part 
of something that hasn’t been done here of-
ten,” Strickland said. “It shows the goal I set 
out was achievable and we conquered that 
goal and lays out hope for years to come.”

1,000 REASONS TO SMILE
By JERAMY STOVER
Staff Reporter
@JStover96
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