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Michigan Supreme Court Justice
Brian Zahra teaching UM-Dearborn course
BY COURTNEY MORRISON
Guest Writer

From Sheriff Deputies, to psychologists, to engineers, we have
a diverse and impressive group of
faculty on staff at University of
Michigan-Dearborn. This semester, UM-Dearborn had the pleasure of adding a Michigan Supreme Court Justice to its faculty.
Supreme Court Justice Brian
Zahra began teaching American
Judicial Processes at the start
of this semester. As a former
lawyer and circuit court judge,
Zahra offers students the opportunity to gain valuable insight from his past experiences.
Zahra graduated from Wayne
State for his undergrad and the
University Of Detroit School of
Law shortly after. To get through
law school, he partnered with
another student and started a personal healthcare store. The store
was successful and helped him
finance his way through school.
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The judge started his career as
a clerk for Judge Lawrence Zatkoff, which he did for two years.
Zahra considers Judge Zatkoff to
be one of the most influential people in career and a close mentor.
A few years later, Zahra had
made his way to partner at the
law firm of Dickinson, Wright,
Moon, Van Dusen, and Freeman. Zahra said he was “A bit
frustrated with the functioning
of judges he had seen in court as
a trial lawyer.” So, when Governor Engler appointed Zahra to
the court, he made the decision
to become a “rule-of law judge”;
to interpret the law as it’s written, not by his personal beliefs.
Zahra has been a judge since
1994, having served on the
Wayne County Circuit Court, and
the Michigan Court of Appeals.
He says that the best part of his
role is the intellectual challenges

his colleagues pose and the debates they get into. However, the
aspect he finds most rewarding
is his ability to have an impact
on the development of the law.
While Zahra enjoys most of the
responsibility that comes with
his position, stressful campaigning also comes with the territory.
Since judges cannot ask for donations to their campaign, money has to be acquired through
fundraising. His fundraising
took place statewide during his
campaign which he found both
mentally and physically exhausting. Zahra compared running for
office to trying a case in court.
“When I was a lawyer I couldn’t
say during a case that I enjoyed trying it. There was anxiety, stress, sleeplessness, and
always having to prepare.”
However, Zahra says the end result of elections is very reward-

ing, especially if there is a win
involved. He had plans to run for
Congress when he was younger,
but when asked if he still had
those plans, he replied with a definite no. Congressmen have to run
for office every two years and that
is simply too taxing for the judge.
Zahra is no stranger to the classroom, as he used to teach law at
the University of Detroit Mercy.
Judge Zahra enjoys interacting
with students who have intellectual curiosity. He advises students
to follow their passion in choosing a career path while also paying
attention to the job availability in
the field. His plans for the future
are to continue with his eight year
term in the Michigan Supreme
Court and teaching on campus.

Retiring Vice Chancellor Stanley Henderson honored
at UM-Dearborn Wolverines hockey game
BY SAVANNAH RHEIHART
Editor-in-Chief

Students pose with Vice Chancellor Henderson at the game.

This past Saturday, the University of Michigan-Dearborn’s
Student Government and Student Activities Board joined
the Athletic Department to
honor recently retired Vice
Chancellor Stanley Henderson.
In a hockey game against Kent
State, students, staff, faculty, and
alumni were invited to honor
“the students’ Vice Chancellor.
In the spirit of the Vice Chancellor’s last game, those invited
were encouraged to wear argyle
or striped socks and suspenders.
While the UM-Dearborn men’s
ice hockey team lost 2-3 in
their game against Kent State,
it wasn’t a losing night for
all. Before the first period,
free raffle tickets were being
given to students who were attending the game for prizes.
Prior to the start of the game,
Vice Chancellor Henderson

spoke a few words regarding his
care for the university and its
athletics, among many thanks.
Between the first and second periods, the raffle winners were announced. The prizes were $10 gift
cards to the campus bookstore
and Picasso. The winners included Janet Browne, a member of
Student Government, and Matt
Ramey, of Tau Kappa Epsilon.
The Athletic Department also
gifted the Vice Chancellor
with a personalized jersey as
a symbol of gratitude for his
years of support and to honor
his achievements on campus.
To keep up with UM-Dearborn Athletics, go to athletics.
umdearborn.edu, follow @
GoUMDearborn on Twitter,
and michiganjounal.org/sports.
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Are you looking for a paid position that will give you both
writing and design experience?
The Michigan Journal is looking for a News Editor.

Email themichiganj@gmail.com with your resume and writing samples.
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Students’ Voice

What changes would you like to see on campus?

Photo Courtesy of Savannah Rheinhart/MJ

Photo Courtesy of Savannah Rheinhart/MJ

“Faster loading time for campus computers.”
-Jean-Carl Borg

“More pizza!”
-Magy Shenouda
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“Add more booths in the UC”
-Chad “Petey” LeFevers
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“Adding a community area to post all events happening on
campus.”
-Afifah Latif
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“Lower the cost of textbooks in the bookstore.”
-Helen Consiglio
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By ZAC PALMER
Staff Writer

Who doesn’t love watching the Super
Bowl? Even if you don’t care for the football game itself, the commercials are worth
the time. This year was no disappointment
when it came to impressionable and ingenious commercials. They ranged from laugh
out loud hilarious spots, to your traditional
heart-tugging emotional stories. Of particular
interest to people after the game were some
controversial and tough to watch commercials.
My personal favorite from the game has to
be the Sprint commercial where they utilize
the somewhat alarming noises farm animals
can make to describe AT&T and Verizon.
The commercial could come off as offensive

if you’re a cell phone carrier, but most people
I’m sure enjoyed Sprint taking the liberty of
poking fun at its competitors.
One that I didn’t particularly care for was
Nationwide’s big spot. Commercials at the
Super Bowl are supposed to either make
you laugh or make you think, and this one
did neither. There really couldn’t have been
more of a depressing or sad topic to bring up
in the biggest game of the year, accidental
child deaths. The topic is perfectly valid and
is certainly an issue, but I think it’s safe to
say it is not one for the Super Bowl. Not only
did it bring up terrible memories for families
everywhere, but it did it at a time when the
whole country is partying.
Another controversial commercial came
from T-Mobile. In this commercial there is a

scene in which a mother and father are seeing
their new-born for the first time and the doctor says, “Sorry, it’s a boy.” Now I’m not saying that there should be an outcry about sexism and T-Mobile should be boycotted, but
I would say that at this point in our society
we should all try to be a little more sensitive
when it comes to jokes that marginalize gender. At the time of watching it, I laughed and
knew it was a joke, but later I thought about
what the reaction from the country would
have been if the actor in the commercial had
said, “Sorry it’s a girl.” A commercial later
in the game advocated for gender equality
and that commercial seemed well-placed and
very appropriate for our country right now.
However, I have to say that the T-Mobile
commercial can’t be anything but a step back

in gender equality because of the message it
sends.
Everybody is always looking forward to
the Budweiser Clydesdale commercial, and
last year’s commercial gained a new star, a
puppy. This heart-grabbing spot was every
bit as historical as last year’s. The puppy
makes a return except this time he gets lost
on the road as the Clydesdales travel cross
country. Of course he makes it home to his
horse friend’s content, and they scare off a
wolf in the process.
I was impressed by the variety and caliber of the commercials this year. They never
seem to disappoint, and I can’t wait for next
year to be entertained all over again.

opinions

Fenruary 10, 2015
Vol. XLIV, No. 16

The Michigan Journal/5

Photo courtesy of twitter.com/wxyz

Snow accumulations in Michigan for the “Superbowl Snowstom” in January 2015

When did we drift apart?

by CODY DRAPER
Staff Writer

When I was little, I absolutely loved winter. It was my
second favorite season, trailing just behind summer. While
Christmas and my birthday definitely contributed to my love,
the other big factor was the snow. Winter is unique amongst
the seasons in that it is the only one associated with snow
(although I suppose this isn’t necessarily the case in Michigan). Nowadays, things have changed. Winter has plummeted past spring and fall to become my least favorite season by
a wide margin. Christmas is still awesome, and I’m not old
enough yet to hate my birthday, which leaves one culprit for
this plunge: the weather.
As a youngster, winter was great. Playing in the snow
was a blast. Sledding was a fun pastime that was only possible after a nice blanket of snow covered the ground. Every year brought about a few wondrous snow days, which
provided a brief respite from school. Somewhere along the
way, although I can’t pinpoint the exact moment, everything

changed. The magic of playing in the snow has vanished, I
can’t remember the last time I went sledding, and snow days
seem to come about as often as the Lions make the playoffs
(that doesn’t happen much). While these are all true, there is
one thing above all else that makes me dread snowfall.

“The magic of playing in the snow
has vanished, I can’t remember the
last time I went sledding, and snow
days seem to come about as often as
the Lions make the playoffs (that
doesn’t happen much).”
The biggest reason for my dislike of snow is because I
have to drive in it, something I never even considered before I got my driver’s license. I am often a nervous driver in
perfectly ideal conditions; I can’t help it, being a worrywart
runs in my family. So when the roads are snowy and icy, I
am petrified. Additionally, driving in the winter is hazardous,

because many other people don’t know how to drive in the
snow, which only makes the whole situation worse. All of
this means that a little bit of snow can turn a dull and simple
commute can turn into a trying ordeal. Thus far I have been
in one auto accident in my life; it happened right after one
of last year’s countless snowstorms and was caused by an
icy road.
Laying everything out, it’s easy to see where my disdain for snow comes from. There is a limited demographic
of adults who have a reason to enjoy it, and I’m not part of
it. I won’t fault anyone who does like snow, although if you
regularly drive in it I’d love to know your secret. I once enjoyed it myself, what feels like a lifetime ago. Now though, I
find snow to be nothing more than a nuisance, and I can’t see
my feelings about it changing anytime soon. Perhaps that is
just one of those secrets you learn by growing up. Snow isn’t
so cool after all.

The Changing Tide

by LAURA SANCHEZ
Opinions Editor

I’ve been doing this thing where I’m trying to be a bit more spontaneous and a bit
more carefree. It’s been going well so far, but
it’s kind of scary to be this way, especially if
you’re slowly gravitating from a stress-ridden, control freak like I tend to be in certain
situations to an easygoing, relaxed self. But
I’ve gotten to the point in life (wow, I sound
so old) where I’ve realized that stressing out
and sweating the small stuff is getting me nowhere in life. I can’t plan my entire life; I can’t
make lists and timetables to map out my entire
week. Sometimes I check my email obsessively, because I’m paranoid that I’ll miss a semiimportant email (although I’m always hoping
class has been cancelled because of extenuating circumstances… a girl can dream, right?)
Sometimes plans have to be loosely made, because I can’t predict what the weather is going to be like the next day, and I can’t foresee
whether everything is going to go the way I
plan it. Life is too short and too unpredictable
to plan every second of every day… although I
do need that occasional hour-by-hour schedule
of daily events.
If you know me at all, with my analytical
and fast-paced mind, as my brain whirrs out at
least twenty thoughts a minute, you probably

“I’ve realized that stressing
out and sweating the small stuff
is getting me nowhere in life. I
can’t plan my entire life; I can’t
make lists and timetables to
map out my entire week.”
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know how intense I can be. Being anxious and
a control freak about the smallest details has
gotten me far in life, but has it all been worth
it? And so come the repercussions, like migraines and stress balls on my neck, and nagging thoughts that cloud my brain at 1 a.m., as

I try to repress them so I can go to sleep.
I guess it’s pretty apparent as to why I’m trying to be a bit more carefree about life. While
plans may be the backbone of life, spontaneity
is the spice of life. In a way, I feel like I’m
planning this spontaneity, which is the ultra-

irony of the situation. If anyone could plan to
be spontaneous, it would be me. So I’m slowly
trying to get used to the fact that my planner
won’t always be on hand, that I need to put my
phone down and mute it, that I don't always
need to stress out about being on time, that unplanned outings are usually the ones that are
most well-spent, and that life in general has
no direction, and I should just flow with it all.
I’m learning to accept the random variations
in life, all of the curveballs and the changing
tides, and the uneasy realization that I cannot
control it all… but most importantly, that they
cannot control me.
Let’s be real, I’m probably not going to
change too much. I’d rather know weekend
plans days in advance and will always plan
my driving route so I arrive to a place ten minutes before scheduled meeting-time. But hey,
if you call me up at 10 p.m. to go on a random
fro-yo run, I’m your girl.

So I’m slowly trying to get used to the fact that my planner won’t always be on hand, that I need to put
my phone down and mute it, that I don’t always need to stress out about being on time, that unplanned
outings are usually the ones that are most well-spent, and that life in general has no direction, and I
should just flow with it all.

February 10, 2015
Vol. XLIV, No. 16

The Michigan Journal/6

Arts & Entertainment
More than a Mystery

BY MONICA SABELLA
A&E Editor

It’s time to try a new tv series

On television, there are dozens of options
available to fill a craving for a good murder
mystery. Names like “NCIS,” “CSI,” “Criminal Minds,” “Law and Order” amid a host of
others come to the mind. However, they are
all about the same: the filming, the crimes, the
characters, even the jokes. After a while, it’s
easy to lose interest in the genre all together.
It takes a lot more than just a crime, a case,
and a crew to keep people entertained. BBC’s
“Wallander” has surpassed the others in more
ways than one and is ready for the challenge.
In a video on the making of “Wallander”,
award winning director, Philip Martin, described his difficulties in creating a crime show.
Martin said, “What you want to do
is make it new. How can you not give
people what they’ve seen before?”
Set in Stockholm, Sweden, “Wallander” tells the story of a detective (Kenneth
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Branagh) and follows him from the field and taking shots of the Swedish landscapes, the
the scene of the crime to his home and his per- camera captures the twilight and moonlit
sonal life. The television series is based off mists which gives both scenes and charthe novels written by Henning Mankell and acters a darker and more serious tone. In
is the first English adaption to be produced. addition, the use of mis-en-scene is prom“The detective is a complicated, cranky, inent in almost every episode. The use of
damaged, anti social, internalized person. So a white stallion running wild in a field, a
three legged chair, or
not necessarily someone you would ima fly trapped between
two panes of glass give
mediately
connect
a deeper insight to the
with. And Ken has
characters, their emojust given him such
tions, their thoughts, and
incredible
humanity and such a tendertheir state of mind from
one moment to the next.
ness. That you really
The amazing cinemacare what happens
tography and symbolism
to him and in some
throughout each episode
ways the stories of the
crime and Wallandis enough to captivate
any audience. However,
er’s personal jourit is the cast of intriguing
ney are totally intercharacters who truly sell
twined,” says Martin.
Photo courtesy ofthebritishtvplace.com
the story. Kenneth Branagh,
What sets this series
above the rest is its beautiful and captivat- among other well known actors such as Tom
ing cinematography. Award winning director Hiddleston(“Thor”), David Warner(“Titanic,”
Philip Martin worked with cinematographer “Tron”), Barnaby Kay(“Shakespeare in Love”)
Anthony Dod Mantle to create an otherworld- and Richard McCabe(“Master and Commandly feel to the episodes using a Red One digital er”) bring life to their characters and add incamera, which is generally reserved for docu- tensity to an already convincing story line.
Branagh was also interviewed and apmentaries. Martin said he felt using the Red
One gave the film “a sense of realism, a sense peared in the behind the scenes video to proof observing of people. Sometimes just letting vide his experience filming “Wallander” and
the camera unfold and let the story tell itself.” his hopes for viewers watching the show.
“I hope,” says Branagh, “that we deIn addition to the expert lighting and breath
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liver compelling stories that make you want
to watch from the word: go. I hope we deliver images that are unusual and which are
born out of being from another country and
another atmosphere. I hope that the public is compelled by characters and do want
to invest time, in some sense, emotional
commitment alongside these characters.”
He continued to say, “I think that what we
most want to capture is the balance that Henning Mankell strikes between telling a great
police procedural tale with something of sensitivity and substance to say about just getting
on with the business of being a human being.”
Each episode is around 90 minutes and at
present there are three seasons all available on
Netflix, Hulu plus, and DVD. Production for
the fourth season is under way as we speak.
*If you are interested in viewing the behind the scenes video I used to gain these
quotes, it is an extra feature on the disc
set of the first season of “Wallander”.

RI must confess I’m looking at my own reflectionR
BY MIRANDA KARANFILI
Guest Writer

BY COLLIN WARD
Staff Writer

Music
makes
the
people
come
together.
The Grammy Awards, music’s biggest night, took center stage this past Sunday.
As an audience we
were treated to a who’s
who
in
the
industry.
While Sam Smith proved
to be the evening’s biggest winner, the true highlight of any Grammy telecast are the performances.
AC/DC: It is hard to fathom that this was the rock
groups first ever Grammy
performance. Bless them for
getting the show underway
in the best way possible.
“Highway to Hell” got all of
the Staples Center to their
feet and rocking out. No lasers, no fancy LED screens,
a little pyrotechnics for good
measure, and all about the
rock and roll. A great start to
the award show. GRADE: AAriana Grande: Standing
still and just letting your voice
deliver is a concept many of
today’s pop stars have forgotten, not Ariana Grande, she
has pipes. That is why it is unfortunate she was upstaged by
her large orchestra. Yes, the
performance was fine but it is
not going to be one of those
“Grammy Moments” that
people will remember tomorrow. It also didn’t help that this
somber performance came so
shortly after AC/DC’s energetic
opening.GRADE:BTom Jones and Jessie J
: Tom Jones is still silky
smooth and Jessie J is still a
criminally underrated singer. These two can sing! It

their debut EP “Better Together.” They have
grown up these last two years and their
album is a reflection of that. The sound
of “Reflection” is a sophisticated blend
of R&B sounds and an infusion of pop.
The sounds vary from fun songs such
as “Top Down,” “The Girls Be Like,” and
“Body Rock,” which are infectious and
catchy. They give encouragement and confidence and are the perfect songs to listen to with your girlfriends while you’re
getting ready for a night out on the town.
Songs like “Bo$$,” “Beautiful,”

“Brave,” “Honest,” and “Reflection,”
tell girls everywhere to love themselves, to want the world for themselves,
and to see the beauty in themselves.
“Reflection” is an album anyone could
enjoy. With such variety between the tracks,
whether you’ve been a fan of Fifth Harmony from the start or are just now tuning into
them there is no denying that they’re talented and the album showcases their talent.
“Reflection” is now out everywhere
and
available
on
iTunes.

Grading the Grammy’s
is collaborations like these
which make the Grammys
such a special night. The duo
should pull a Gaga and Tony
Bennett and grace us with
s full album of their beautiful voices. GRADE: AMiranda Lambert: Further
proving that she is county’s
sassy bad girl Miranda
Lambert got heavily into
character for her performance of “Little Red
Wagon”. Not a huge
fan of the song but have
to give props to Lambert for fully committing to her performance
and visibly having fun
doing it. GRADE: B
Kanye West: In his
first time on the Grammy stage in six years
Kanye West goes in a
different direction heavily relying on autotune
for his performance of
“Only One”. The song
is full of beautiful lyrics and
emotion but the autotune
makes his words less human
therefore the emotion did not
register as much as it should.
Kanye is a great performer
so he sells it and it is also
beautifully lit. GRADE: C+
Madonna: When you have
a performer as prolific as
Madonna you are expecting something grand. While
it did have its fair share of
diamond encrusted back up
dancers the performance felt
so basic. The back track on
her new single “Living For
Love” also fully overpowered
her live singing. Madonna
still gives off the feeling of

trying too hard to be shocking
and culturally relevant. What
would be truly shocking of
Madonna would be for her to
take the stage by herself and
let her power as a performer
speak for itself. GRADE: C+
Ed Sheeran, John Mayer,
Questlove, Herbie Hancock,

to perform together we are
expecting some pop / rock
hybrid with some serious attitude. Instead, we are treated
to a frankly boring performance of a forgettable Maroon 5 song. They sounded
just fine but not memorable at
all whatsoever. GRADE: C-
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and Jeff Lynne : What a
unique group of performers.
John Mayer, Questlove, and
Herbie Hancock all took supporting roles for Sheeran’s
performance of “Thinking
Out Loud”. Sheeran’s vocals
were on point and Mayer’s
bluesy guitar mixed with
Hancock on the piano added
more depth to the song. The
collaboration continued as
Electric Light Orchestra’s
Jeff Lynne was brought on
stage and Sheeran backed
him up for his performance of
“Mr. Blue Sky”. GRADE: AAdam Levine and Gwen
Stefani: When Adam Levine
and Gwen Stefani are billed

Hozier and Annie Lennox: Annie freaking Lennox!
No one came close to having
the stage presence like she
did tonight joining the bluesy
Hozier in his hit “Take Me To
Church”. Lennox then transitioned to her cover of “I Put
a Spell on You”. Her presence
on stage and the passion she
puts into her performance is
almost spiritual and on a whole
other level. GRADE: A+
Pharrell: Gospel robed
dancers, yellow bodysuit violin players, and Hanns Zimmer on guitar may sound
like a club SNL’s Steffon
has been to, but it was ac-

tually Pharrell’s smile inducing performance of his
song “Happy”. Mission accomplished. GRADE: A+
Katy Perry: A shocking
transition from Perry’s Super Bowl performance last
week. Touching, powerful,
and brilliantly simple this
might be Perry’s best performance to date. GRADE: ATony Bennett and Lady
Gaga: At 88 years old Tony
Bennett can still phrase a
song beautifully. It is wonderful to see Gaga so understated as well. A simple classy
performance. GRADE: B
Usher: Usher has a perfect voice to honor the great
Stevie Wonder, and he did
sound really good, but Stevie has so many wonderful funk songs why was this
such a slow un-funky performance? GRADE: C+
Eric Church: With various
real life riots being projected
on the screen behind him
Church delivers a crisp vocal
of his song “Give me Back
my Hometown”. GRADE: B
Brandy Clark: Two guitars and a beautiful vocal
by country singer Brandy
Clark. It’s a simple performance that was just fine but
will be utterly forgettable by
the end of the show due to
the fact it was crammed between two more prominent
performers. GRADE: BRihanna, Kanye West,
and Paul McCartney: When
the most interesting thing
about your performance
is the moving blank white
screen behind you, we’ve
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Two years ago the girls of Fifth Harmony began their journey on “X Factor
U.S.” The girls started off as solo artists
and were formed into the group that includes members Lauren Jauregi, NormaniKordei Hamilton, Dinah-Jane Hansen, Camila Cabello, and Ally Brooke Hernandez.
The girls placed in third, but that didn’t
stop them from rising. They were signed
by Simon Cowell and for the last two
years have worked on putting together their first debut album “Reflection.”
The girls have come a long way since

got a problem. GRADE: D
Sam Smith and Mary J
Blige: Trading verses on
Sam Smith’s “Stay With
Me” the two blended perfectly together for their soulful performance. A simple
pleasure. GRADE: B+.
Juanes: Colombian singer
Juanes took the stage for a
funky and catchy performance. Most importantly,
unlike many of tonight’s performers, he was visibly having a fun time. GRADE: B
Sia: The best set piece of
the night! Sia performed her
hit song “Chandelier” with
her back faced to the audience and let the dancing
speak for themselves. Guest
dancer Kirsten Wiig was a
brilliant touch. GRADE: A+
Beck and Chris Martin:
Surprise Album of the Year
winner Beck paired with
Coldplay’s Chris Martin to
deliver a perfectly alright
performance off his winning album. GRADE: BBeyoncé: A stunning vocal.
Dressed head to toe in white
and flanked by an all male
choir Beyoncé was all class
as she performed a rendition
of the hymn “Take my Hand,
Precious Lord”. GRADE: A+
John Legend and Common: while it’s message and
lyrics are strong and poignant this was an extremely
interesting choice to close
out the Grammy’s. Left
the ceremony on kind of a
bummer note. GRADE: C
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BY STEVE ROBENAULT
Staff Writer

Umphries McGee: Not your dad’s jam band

With nothing to do on a Saturday night a
friend talked me into going downtown to see
Umphries McGee. I knew their reputation
as an extremely talented jam band and was
mildly curious. “If they can fill the Filllmore,
I guess that means something” I told myself.
A name like Umphries McGee conjours
up images of a grizzled mountain man or a
crooked prospector panning for gold. It is also
the name of the progressive electro-rock band
from South Bend, Indiana. Their silly name
belies their exceptional musical talent and
genre-blending style. Typically categorized
as an “improg” band (meaning a combination
of improvisation and progressive rock) they
also add elements of metal, blues, funk, jazz,
electronic, folk and bluegrass into their songs.
According to keyboardist Joel Cummins the band’s name originally came from
a distant relative of Brendan Bayliss, one
of the groups guitar players. “We’ve altered the name slightly” says Cummins.
Both Brendan and Joel are two of the founding members of the band along with bassist
Ryan Stasik and drummer Mike Mirro. The four
men formed their band in December of 1997
while attending the University of Notre Dame.
BY JENNA WOS
Staff Writer

Umphries McGee, better known as “Umph”
The band quickly gained local popularity with
their repertoire of unique covers and originals. to some of its more devoted fans, not only
After eight months together, they released bends rules in its music. As part of the UM
their first album “Greatest Hits Vol. III.” Fol- Live program in 2003 all live performances
lowing the release Andy Farag was added as were recorded, copied onto CD and available
for immediate
a percussionist.
The same year
purchase after
they
released
the show. This
their first live alhelped spread
the bands influbum “Songs for
ence and enOlder Women.”
In 2000 their secdeared
many
ond guitarist Jake
fans as well.
As a result,
Cinninger joined.
the band partDespite grownered with Disc
ing success and
popularity from
Logic, and over
the next year
their performance
they released
at the inaugural
two new studio
Bonaroo Festival
in
Manchesalbums
“LoPhoto courtesy of weimprovise.net cal Band Does
ter,
TennesOklahoma”
see that year,
Mike Mirro decided to leave in order to (2003) and “Anchor Drops” (2004) and a
pursue medical school. Avoiding a break DVD entitled “Live From the Lake Coast.”
up, the band added Kris Meyers who pre- The partnership with Disc Logic also landviously played drums for Kick the Cat. ed all of UM’s music in stores nationwide.

To further extend its reaches, Umphries began producing podcasts in 2005. Each podcast
was about 75 minutes and had about 20,000
listeners. Over the course of the next few
years the band enjoyed more exposure from
collaborations with stars like Huey Lewis and
an appearance on Jimmy Kimmel Live. As the
new millennium continued the members of
Umphries produced five more studio albums
along with many more live releases and DVD’s.
For more than a decade the members of
Umphries McGee have explored and mastered a funky, eclectic sound few others can
compare too. Their talent and passion for
producing authentic music shines through
in their performance like a pulsing neon laser on stage. Perhaps what makes a live
show so entertaining is their mix of classic
songs with improvisation and personal flair.
For all of their accomplishments it is
plain the musicians of Umphries take things
lightly. This free spirit attitude flows over
into the audience as well. There was certainly no shortage of odd balls roaming
around. But what else can be expected from
a band named like a hilarious Irish farmer?

Painting with a Twist

University of Michigan - Dearborn student Miranda Robisch,
22, swipes her paintbrush across a
canvas and takes a sip of her drink.
She sits in a white studio, the walls
lined with pictures. A snowman
in a red scarf looks at a city skyline and a tiger’s eye is reflected
in the wall-length mirror, watching the beach on the opposite side
of the room. Robisch’s boyfriend
sits beside her at a wooden table

with three others, a total of 12 students in the private party. On each
of their canvases they have created
the same scene: two people sitting
on a dock, looking at the night sky.
These artists, along with many
more of all ages, have been attending “Painting with a Twist” classes
since 2007 at 81 locations nationwide and similar classes since the
concept developed, such as ones in
privately owned studios or events
held in restaurants or banquet halls.
“Going out to the movies and
dinner gets old after a while.
With this activity, you actually talk and spend time with
the person you’re with,” said
UM - Dearborn student Brittany
Sheridan, 22, who has attended
“Painting with a Twist” five times.
For $35, a student is supplied a
canvas, paint, paintbrushes, and
step-by-step visual instructions for
the chosen painting. If desired, people may bring their own beverages.
Studios hold both open sessions and
private parties lasting around two
hours and offer an array of pictures
Photos courtesy of paintingwithatwist.com

from which to choose. Monthly calendars with photos of the paintings
show people which painting will be
taught when, allowing them to sign up
for the class or book their own party.
When choosing paintings for
sessions, the owner of Painting Escapes in downtown Plymouth, Tony Schmitt, looks at them
from the artist’s seat, picking ones
that “look cool but aren’t too intimidating to beginner artists.”
“They teach you techniques
as you paint that you can use
time and time again. It’s also so
much fun and a stress relief, especially because you can bring any
drinks with you,” said Robisch.
Though many young adults attend, classes can appeal to all types
of people. Children’s birthday
parties, bachelorette parties, and
bridal showers are among some
of the events held in these studios.
“I have gone with by boyfriend
on dates to this place. I have also
gone with my mom and friends
and they enjoyed the concept as
well,” said Sheridan, who has done

three seasonal paintings geared towards
couples and two inspired by Van Gogh.
“I wish they would
have let you custom
pick the colors instead of having everything pre-laid out
for you. I would have
liked a sunset rather
than a night sky,” said
Robisch, that being
her only complaint.
At a private studio like Painting
Photo courtesy of paintingwithatwist.com
Escapes, “creativity
ple for those with no art background.
is encouraged,” said
“I loved the people teaching and
Schmitt, who allows the artists to
how
easy they made it. They were
change the colors according to their
decor or what they want. When in a so helpful and came around to asprivate party, the host or hostess is sist as needed,” Robisch added.
Sheridan summed up the 2 hour
able to pick the painting they want to
do and the music they want to hear. vacation best: “I love that it is an
“I have zero artistic talent, but activity that is so social. We can inthey walk you through it and it’s teract with other couples, unwind
fun,” said Andrea Gustafson, 24. with a beverage of our choosing, and
With one instructor and an assistant get creative. At the end of the night
helping the students, it is very sim- we have something to represent
the time we have spent together.”

Silent Whispers

Frozen in time
BY STEVE ROBENAULT
Staff Writer

With 31 large scale installments, the Windsor
Sculpture park is a one kilometer (about twothirds of a mile) path along the Detroit River
ranging from Huron Church road near the Ambassador Bridge to Church street at its east end.
It also encompasses two parks: Centennial and
Ambassador. Many of the pieces were donated by
Mr. and Mrs. Louis Odette and the P & L Odette
Foundation. The park is maintained through the
City of Windsor’s Parks and Recreation Department. The park also offers guided tours on
“art carts” which are essentially golf carts with
seating for five people, or walking tours for
larger groups. Costs for each type can be found
at
windsoressex.cioc.ca/record/WIN2203.
In a collection of earthy stone, concrete
and steel, one piece stands out from the rest.
“Claim Post” by Scott McKay of London is a

Photo courtesy of deviantart.com
BY KAITLYN WALKER
Staff Writer

I know you hear me
And the words that I say.
Telling you it could be better
If you would have stayed.
Time has passed.
The days have been gray.
The sun hides itself
Not even a single ray
Finds me.
Darkness triumphs
Silent whispers to
A person who’s not there.
Remembering memories;
The laughs that we shared.
I know you hear me
Do you hear what I say?
Can you make out the words?
Or do they just fade away?
Photo courtesy of Dext Melmer/The Windsor Srar

Photo courtesy of j@flicker.com

blue 7-foot pole
wrapped with
bright
yellow
and red ribbons
all made from steel. Photo courtesy of Hanneorla
A metal worker by
trade McKay continues
his work in the London, Ontario area.
Another welded steel piece, although much
less colorful is “Ground to Ask the Sky” by
Royden Mils. This large, abstract construction
is interactive, allowing for willing individuals
to climb into its center to find a different view
of the park and riverfront. Mils intended for
this piece to be a sort of sanctuary for patrons
to contemplate, explore, and relax. Its shape
is visually striking and almost forces viewers
to examine it further. Its inner sanctum was
meant as a place for personal reflection and
protection from any pressures weighing on
one’s mind. There is also a small circular opening looking north towards the American bank
to perhaps emphasize the feelings of confinement people often feel in their day to day lives.

Time has passed
Good moments are rare.
The seconds of joy
Lead to days of despair.
The little time we are given
With few hours to spare.
Silent whispers to
A person who’s not there.
Missing your everything;
Wishing you were here.
In loving memory of Patricia Zigman (1993-2015)
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Executive speaker series: On-Shoring bringing
business back to America

BY THOMAS BERRY
Guest Writer

Three times a year the University of Michigan-Dearborn School
of Business is the sight of the Executive Speaker Series, a tri-annual
event that hosts a panel of business
executives to discuss topical factors effecting business. Professor
Brian Green rebooted the event
three years ago with the sponsorship of DFCU financial and both
have hosted every year since.
Four panelists gathered Feb. 5
to discuss why jobs are coming back
to America and how we can make
sure they stay here. The panelists
included seasoned business professionals Laurie Harbour, Kevin
McKervey, Ben Schmidt, and Tony
Vernaci. The session was moderated by Dr. Brian Green, and Director of Internships & Career Management Center, Mike Callahan.
The panelist’s discussion involved the history of off-shoring, education, and even reluctantly dipped into politics.
When businesses laid out their
plan for off-shoring production, they
failed to account for the inadequacy
of cheap labor in the production of
complicated products. Ben Schmidt,
VP & GM of Metaldyne Performance Group, said “quality and
productivity bring businesses back
to the US.” The panel subscribed

to the idea that cheap labor is not
effective in the production of complex products and that off-shoring
of complex products has resulted in
liability issues for those companies.
Companies like Boeing, Caterpillar, Coleman, and GE are bringing their business back to America
looking for skilled employees. The
question becomes will this resurgence of business include Michigan?
In some ways it already has, but in
others Michigan still faces challenges.
Laurie Harbour, President &
CEO of Harbour Results Inc., in regards to skilled trade said “In 5 years
we will be in a crisis.” Today, there
are 70-80k vacant skilled trade jobs
in Michigan that cannot be filled
because lack of technical education. Tony Vernaci of the Michigan
Economic Development Corp said
“we have to get education under
control.” Vernaci emphasized the
significance of reforming our education system to meet the increasing demand of skilled trade jobs.
Without the reformation of education, Michigan will not be able to
compete with the many southern
states that have substantially invested in their skilled trade market.
On-shore business has created
an increasing investment in America. One variable prompted less cer-

tainty by Kevin McKervey, President of Clayton & McKervey, P.C...
McKervey suggested the idea that
the recent increase of investment in
the US is related to the dollar being
weakened. If that’s true, McKervey
says “The strength of the US dollar
could create reverse investment.”
There are many factors that effect on-shoring. Factors which include trade competition, operating
cost, taxes, and public policy. Ben
Schmidt highlighted an important
factor for on-shore investment which
is to “keep a competitive environment in North America.” Schmidt
also left the audience with a tip, “If
you’re watching, if you’re thinking
about it, where is that next low cost
labor opportunity? And if you see it,
I would pay attention to it because
it will not be ignored by business.”
The Executive Speaker Series is intended to reach business
students and professionals, but is
applicable to anyone that simply
wants to understand our current
economy explained by seasoned
professionals. The final event of
the academic year is on April 9..
The event will focus on the Energy
Industry & Its Effect on Business.

Photo courtesy of Brian Green.

Ratio Christi hosts lecture about relationship
between science and religion

BY SAMIRA NAHSHAL
Guest Writer

Is there a relationship between science and Christianity?
This is what Scott Symington, a physicist with both
a medical and scientific background, answered in his Ratio
Christi lecture on Wednesday at the University Center.
The lecture focused on answering three major questions.
The first was: What is the relationship between science and
Christianity? Symington mentioned that sciences’ strength
comes from the scientific
method. That’s sciences’ ap-

proach. Theology’s approach
is receiving information from
a divine authority. Another
way to think about it is, if there
is no God, then all knowledge
is from people, but if there
is a God, then divine knowledge is the primary source.
Symington said that science
disproved many beliefs such
as the water God. He questioned why people worship
the created and not the creator.
The second question was:
why should we believe that
there is a God behind the

What is the real relationship between
science and religion?
Why would you believe there is a God
behind the Bible?
Based on ‘the most important discoveries’ in all science, what does the cause
of the universe sound like to you?

Bible? Symington mentioned
that the Bible made clear predictions on the cause of the

Speaker Scott Symington speaking to students about the cause of the universe.

universe and that even science
proves what was in the Bible.
The third question was:

based on science, what’s the
cause of the universe, and
what does this cause sound
like? Symington disproves of
the Big Bang theory. He said
that Christianity says there
is a beginning, while others
say there is no beginning and
that there is zero evidence
that the universe is eternal.
Symington refutes the
“noma”
model
which
means there is no connection between science and
Christianity. He supports
the “soma” or “symbiotic”

model, which means that science and Christianity overlap and support one another.
This Wednesday, February 11, Ratio Christi
will be hosting a discussion event on the lecture .
Ratio Christi meets every
Wednesday from 3-4:30 PM
in 1225 Univeristy Center.

Photos courtesy of Robert Blindu.
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Student Activities Board to host “Dearborn’s Got
Talent” show

Photo courtesy of Student Activities Board.

BY GHADEER ALARADI
Student Life Editor

The
Student
Activities Board will be hosting
a “Dearborn’s Got Talent
Show” on Feb. 17 at 7 p.m. on
the University Center stage.
Lauren Shinaberry, who is
co-running the talent show
with Kari Nulph, is hoping it

will be a fun event where students can showcase their skills
to the campus community.
Shinaberry is the music director for SAB and Kari Nulph
is the entertainment director.
“For the most part, it
seems to be musical/singing

acts as the most popular talents, though there are a few
people who have expressed
interests in doing a dance performance,” said Shinaberry.
Talents are all accepted
from singing, dancing, acting, to doing magic, etc.

“We’re definitely hoping
that this will be a fun event
for people to showcase their
skills (whether it be singing,
playing an instrument, doing
magic, etc.) for their peers,”
said Shinaberry. “and have a
chance to win some awesome

prizes. We look forward to seeing all the talent that the UMDearborn community has.”
All students are welcome
if they stop by the SAB Office (room 2130 UC) and
audition. Auditions will be
held Tuesday, Feb. 10 from

11 a.m to 1 p.m. and
Wednesday, February 11
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
The event will take
place next Tuesday. Guest
judges will be attending
and prizes will be given.

Get to know:

InterVarsity Christian Fellowship

Photos courtesy of Chelsea Buofford

BY GHADEER ALARADI
Student Life Editor

InterVarsity Christian Fellowship is an organization on
campus that brings the campus community together to
engage in conversations about
spirituality, God, the Bible,
and Jesus. InterVarsity is an
organization that welcomes
all students, faculty, and
staff to join the conversation.
For the month of February, InterVarsity is focusing
on hospitality. They are asking, “How can we be more
hospitable to each other and
to our campus?” They will be
having speakers throughout
the semester at the Thursday night Large Groups.

The Large Groups meet
on Thursdays at 6:15 p.m. in
one of the Kochoff Halls. “It
is a great way to meet new
people, listen to a speaker,
and hang out,” said Chelsea
Buofford, President of InterVarsity Christian Fellowship.
Their Small Groups meet
throughout the week, which
are open to people of all faiths.
The Small Groups look over
a passage from the Bible and
discuss questions about faith.
Every November, InterVarsity attends a fall conference in East Lansing to have
conversations about spirituality and the Bible. They have

between 80 and 100 students
that attend each year. “It’s a
place for students to find out
what they believe or strengthen their current beliefs; to
learn how to have spiritual
conversations with others,
and to explore questions
about Jesus,” said Buoffor.
InterVarsity Christian Fellowship also hosts an annual
“Fright Night” dance at the
end of October. They give
prizes for the best costumes
and open their dance to the
campus community to get
to know one another. They
have an attendance of about
150 students every year.

At the beginning of every semester, InterVarsity
welcomes new students on
campus by hosting events
such as a trip to Dairy
Queen. New visitors are
treated with free ice cream.
InterVarsity also hosts
a
City-Wide
Scavenger
Hunt, where teams are challenged to collect items
and take pictures and videos of different challenges.
Another successful event
hosted by InterVarsity is
Chapter Focus Week. It is a
weeklong trip and conference to the Upper Peninsula
to get away from distractions

and discuss God’s place in
the lives of people and general questions about God.
“Since the majority of
students at the University
of Michigan-Dearborn do
not live on campus, it is an
excellent opportunity to experience living with your
closest friends at a weeklong retreat,” said Buofford.
According to Buofford,
when she was a freshman at
the Freshmen Organization
Fair, she got to know InterVarsity Christian Fellowship.
Within the first month of the
semester, she was busy with
her classes and did not attend

InterVarsity events as often
“What really stuck out to
me was even though I had a
fairly large small group Bible
study, they still noticed when
I wasn’t there. It showed me
how much they really valued people,” said Buofford.
InterVarsity Christian Fellowship welcomes students
of all cultures and backgrounds. The organization
has a weekly email newsletter to keep students and faculty updated about upcoming
events. For more information,
please contact Chelsea Buofford at clbouffo@umich.edu.

Want to gain writing experience?
Interested in campus life?
The Michigan Journal wants you to write for us!
Email us at:
umd.mj.studentlife@gmail.com
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Four players leave volleyball program following winless season

Eric Stark (center) smiles before UM-Dearborn’s senior-night game during the 2014 season. Four Wolverines left the program following his first season at the helm: an 0-32 campaign.
By VERONICA RATES
Staff Reporter
@VeronicaRates

The University of Michigan-Dearborn volleyball team
will be without a few valuable
assets next season.
After going winless in 32
games last season, four players decided not to return to the
Wolverines in 2015.
Megan Ynclan, Jessica
Spiegelberg, Emily Mayes,
and Natasha Hampton, staples
of UM-Dearborn volleyball for
the past two years, have left the
program.
Eric Stark, who is entering his first offseason as UMDearborn’s volleyball coach,
declined to speak individually
of his players and their decisions but is sad to see them

Kennedy
continued from page 12
after a slow start in a crucial
game, lit up.
The ovations would get
louder.
As time in the first half expired, Kennedy drained his
second three — this time, from
the right corner — to send the
Wolverines into halftime with
momentum, down only by five
points.
“I felt that it gave us a spark
that we desperately needed,”
Langley said of Kennedy’s
three pointers. “We had a hard
time stopping them and for us
to get that last bucket gave us
a lot of momentum going into
halftime in a much better feeling.”
Senior Khalil Beidoun has
played his entire collegiate career alongside Kennedy. When
he got word of his return, Bei-

Ricky Lindsay/MJ

leave.
“I am disappointed some
student-athletes chose to leave
the program as I saw everyone on the team continuing to
grow and develop both on the
court and in the community,”
Stark said. “But ultimately
they made adult decisions
based on their individual situations which I stand by and
wish them the best. They will
always be a part of the University of Michigan-Dearborn
volleyball family.”
Each with their own reasons
for leaving the Wolverines, the
four players will leave behind
an impact on the team.
Ynclan, a junior who had
just one year left of eligibility,
decided to leave due to personal issues.

Ynclan had 287 career kills,
with 198 of them coming in
her final season. She had a career-high 11 kills in four of her
games last season.
After UM-Dearborn compiled a 27-87 record during her
career, the small things became
huge reminders that made it all
worth while for Ynclan.
“It’s funny because this was
a really rough season, which
can make you lose sight on all
the positives you have experienced,” said Ynclan. “There
are so many little things I am
grateful for and I have created
friendships that would last a
lifetime. Yeah this past year
sucked, but in the overall picture, there are more positives
than negatives.”
After being redshirted her

freshman year, Spiegelberg is
leaving the program due to an
ongoing, intense back injury.
The junior middle blocker will
finish her degrees in Communications and Urban & Regional Studies and hopes to
graduate by December.
“I’ve managed to see very
different aspects of the game
being on the bench as a redshirt my freshman year, playing on the court, and sitting on
the bench from an injury,” said
Spiegelberg. “I have a completely different perspective
and gratification for the sport,
myself, the university, my
team, and all of my mentors.
Especially now that I know it
is possible, I might not ever be
able to step back on a court in
uniform.”

Like Spiegelberg, Mayes
also redshirted her freshman
year. After totaling 72 kills this
past season, the sophomore
middle blocker decided to
leave due to personal reasons.
“It was a great experience and I’m sad it ended the
way it did,” said Mayes. “My
teammates made the journey
so worthwhile and I wouldn’t
trade them or our experiences
together for the world.”
Ynclan, Spiegelberg, and
Mayes will be a huge absence
as the offseason rolls on. The
trio were UM-Dearborn’s only
middle blockers on its roster
from last season.
Hampton has put on a UMDearborn uniform for the final
time as well due to personal
issues. This season, the sopho-

more outside hitter was awarded WHAC All-Academic
Team, one of four Wolverines
to receive that honor. She was
also awarded as one of NAIA’s
Scholar Athletes.
With four athletes leaving
and two seniors graduating,
Stark looks to recruiting to rebuild the Wolverines.
“The recruiting process is
ever evolving and we are taking it in stride and preparing
for next season,” Stark comments. “My staff and I are
working hard to identify and
receive commitments from the
best student-athletes that fit the
academic rigors of UM-Dearborn and the hard work and
passion that goes along with
being a part of our volleyball
program.”

doun was excited, thinking
it could provide a spark to a
team fighting for a playoff spot
in the Wolverine-Hoosier Athletic Conference.
Beidoun said having Kennedy back on the court with
him felt like old times.
“It was just like normal, just
like one of the guys. He’s always been one of the guys,”
Beidoun said. “We were so
pumped when he hit that threepointer and that second one so
it’s like a lot of energy.”
Langley agrees that Kennedy can help the depth-deprived
Wolverines as the season
winds to its end.
“He plays great defense, he
hustles, he plays hard and he’s
a tough kid,” Langley said.
“Anytime you have somebody that has those qualities, it
makes your team have more of
that dynamic.”
Kennedy totaled six points

and shot 66.7 percent in 14:19
minutes against Siena Heights.
He made his two shots look
easy, but just returning to the
team was enough for him.
“It felt so great to get back
out on the floor, get back talking, get back hitting people on
the floor, it was a great feeling,” Kennedy said. “Whether
I went in and knocked down
100 threes or if I played horrible and turned the ball over, I
was just happy to be out there.
Even on the bench, I was happy to be on the bench cheering,
be a part of things again, something bigger than yourself.”
***
It’s been a long road for
Kennedy.
Four years ago, he came to
UM-Dearborn to help rebuild
its basketball program under
Mackson with Beidoun, Jamiel Strickland and Balazs
Juhasz. They’ve experienced

the ups-and-downs that come
along with a rebuilding program.
Langley said after the Wolverines’ 1-point loss that he
planned on honoring Kennedy,
along with UM-Dearborn’s
three seniors, during the senior
night on Feb. 18. Now, Langley gets to do that with him
playing for the team.
“The fact that he gets to
come back and contribute
these last couple weeks, that’s
pretty special for him and
pretty special for us,” Langley
said.
After four years together,
Kennedy is pleased to have
another chance at contributing with the trio of Beidoun,
Strickland, and Juhasz and the
full-circle experience his return brings.
“We’ve been through the
ropes, me Jamiel, Khalil,
Balazs, we’ve all been here a

while and we’ve been a part
of this rebuilding program. We
stuck it out through the good
times and bad times,” Kennedy said. “We kind of owe
it to ourselves and the people
around us, lets go out, lets do
this, make the playoffs. If not,
lets have a great year and show
people something that this
program’s going in the right
direction. For me to be able to
contribute to that, yeah, it feels
good to make a three, but the
bigger picture, having this opportunity...coming back full
swing, that’s the best feeling.”
Four games remain in Kennedy’s collegiate basketball
career. He’s ready to begin the
medical school voyage will be
applying in the summer.
Kennedy would like to stay
at home and attend Michigan,
but he has long dreamed of attending Duke. He wouldn’t be
doing so as a basketball player

for the Blue Devils, rather with
the goal of becoming an ophthalmologist.
“I’ve always dreamed of
going to Duke when I was
little,” Kennedy said. “When
you’re one of the best players
in high school, you think you
can go wherever like, ‘Oh, I’m
going to Duke.’”
Kennedy has endured long,
sleepless nights trying to accomplish his dream. He had to
give up a lot to make it happen,
most importantly, basketball.
But after thinking it was
all over, he’s thankful for the
sport’s return in his life.
“It’s definitely a process. A
lot of long nights, a lot of giving up social life,” Kennedy
said. “I had to give up the one
thing I loved most, basketball.
That’s why it’s awesome to be
able to get back on the court. I
didn’t think I was ever going
to.”

Williams

athlete comes to star for the
Wolverines playing in Dearborn.
Jalissa Williams is that
athlete. Unfortunately, time
is running out to witness her
exceptional ability. There are
only four games left for the
Wolverines women’s basketball team. The last home
game will be against Indiana
Tech on Feb. 28 at 5:30 p.m.,
a final sendoff before one of
UM-Dearborn’s best graduates.

Check out michiganjournal.org this week
for more UM-Dearborn athletics content.
Interested in writing for the Michigan Journal’s
Sports section? Want to tell the stories of UMDearborn athletes? You could see your byline here.
Email Sports Editor Ricky Lindsay at umd.
mj.sports@gmail.com for more information.

Davidson
continued from page 11
excited about the way the season is trending for Davidson.
“I predict Jared will receive
the number two seed for the
Great Lakes Conference and is
a likely candidate to qualify for
2015 NCWA Championships in
Allen, Texas,” he said. “In the
meantime, Jared needs to focus
on consistent practice, nutrition
and rest to reach his potential.”
If Davidson is able to qualify

for the NCWA Championships
then he could be the second
wrestler in program history
to receive such an honor. He
would also be the first UMDearborn wrestler to actually compete in the prestigious
event.
Next the Wolverines will be
heading to the Michigan State
Championships in Flint, Mich.
on Feb. 15. Davidson will look
to continue his winning ways
on the road to qualifiers.

continued from page 11
anymore,’ but your teammates really help you through
it,” she said.
Obviously, the support she
has received paid off in a big
way.
With a smaller campus and
student body, UM-Dearborn
athletics seem almost an afterthought compared to the
grandeur of Ann Arbor. Yet
once every so often a gifted
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Williams cements herself in UM-Dearborn
history after netting 1500 career points
By STEVE ROBENAULT
Staff Reporter

Synonymous with the
bold block M is a rich and
storied tradition of excellent athletic competition and
pride. Names like Schembechler, Brady, and Webber
are revered at Michigan for
their exploits on and off their
respective fields of play.
But on Feb. 7 at the University of Michigan-Dearborn’s Fieldhouse, another
name not as well known
joined these giants in the history of Michigan athletics.
In an afternoon matchup
against Lourdes University, senior Jalissa Williams
scored her 1,500th career
point, an exclamation mark
on an incredible season and
remarkable career. According to WHAC.net, Williams
is the first UM-Dearborn
women’s basketball player
to score 1,500 career points
since Kellie Taylor in 1997.
Right after tipoff, it was
apparent the Wolverines
were determined to fight
with everything they had.
Coming out of the gate
strong, the Wolverines raced
out to an 11-2 lead forcing

Lourdes to take an early
timeout.
As if it were scripted,
Williams scored the team’s
first points, and she was
involved in seemingly everything early on. The team
seemed to feed off her energy.
Throughout the game
Williams displayed great
resilience fighting for rebounds and attempting contested shots. As is the case
with great leaders, her play
helped others to rise up and
perform as well. Not to be
lost in her outstanding accomplishment, the entire
UM-Dearborn team played
a solid and entertaining
game. As the game went on,
Williams was a key factor in
stemming the late surge by
Lourdes.
In the second half with
slightly more than two
minutes left, Williams was
fouled on a field goal attempt. Number 32 stood
at the free throw line with
confidence, raised her arms,
then launched the ball in the
air. She has made this motion countless times as a basketball player, but this par-

ticular time, when the ball
swished through the net, it
was officially point number
1,500. For good measure she
made the second one too.
Williams finished the
game two blocks shy of a
triple-double, proving she is
undoubtedly an all-around
talented player.
A milestone such as this
is a rare occurrence for any
college player. Until it was
announced after that second
free throw; however, Williams had no idea about her
accomplishment.
“I really didn’t know at
the time,” she admitted after
the game. “It was really surprising... and we won so that
was the cherry on top.”
Williams is a great leader
on the court but is always
quick to praise others. Looking back, she is grateful for
her teammates and everyone
else who has helped her improve as a basketball player.
“My teammates have
been really encouraging...
sometimes you feel like ‘I
just don’t want to do this

There is a team at University
of Michigan-Dearborn that many
students don’t even know exists.
But it may be one of the most
interesting teams on campus.
Located in the Institute for
Advanced Vehicle Systems
building, UM-Dearborn’s Formula Society of Automotive Engineers combustion racing team
designs and builds their own
miniature formula race car. The
team is comprised of students
from all different backgrounds
to accomplish a common goal.
“We’re engineering students and business students.
We come from everywhere
but our main goal is to de-

Jalissa Williams attempts a
rebound in UM-Dearborn’s loss
to Siena Heights on Jan. 31. Williams scored her 1,500th career
point on Feb. 7 vs. Lourdes,
becoming the first UM-Dearborn
women’s basketball player to do
so since 1997.

Williams
continued on page 10

UM-Dearborn’s lesser-known
team hits the Auto Show
By GEOFF MEHL
Staff Reporter
@GeoffMehl

Ricky Lindsay/MJ

sign and build a race car that
we can compete with against
teams all over the world,” said
team President Mary Bellino.
The SAE combustion race
team was founded 21 years ago
and recently celebrated their
20th anniversary in 2014. The
team is comprised of 20 core
members and about 15-20 volunteer members that give their
time in the building of the vehicle. Membership is up from
just five members in 2012.
“It’s a great connection
building experience,” Bellino
said. “Every single team member worked at an internship
in the automotive industry so
you make a lot of great connections which is part of this.”
The car is entirely custom

based on the specifications
laid out by the SAE. The motor is a snowmobile engine that
tops out at around 65 mph. The
transmission is continuous and
requires no shifting, similar
to an automatic transmission.
The shiftless build of the
transmission lends for the slogan, “Do you even shift, bro?”
on the rear of the vehicle. The
framework, suspension and
body of the vehicle all are custom
designed by the team, and they
are required to design a new car
every year for the competition.
The courses are designed to
keep the car from going in excess of 50 mph, but the car can
pull almost 1.5 Gs around turns.
As for the driver on the
team, there isn’t one yet. The

group decides on a driver by
letting all its members race
on a closed course on campus
and the best timed driver wins.
The organization is open
to any students willing join,
not just engineers. Public Relations Manager Colin Burgess is a biology major but
feels that anyone can get
something out this program.
“We seek to help students apply what they learn in
the classroom, learn and get
hands on experience that they
wouldn’t normally get,” he said.
The SAE combustion team
is a non-profit organization
that reaches outside the walls
of UM-Dearborn. They were
recently featured at the North
American International Auto
Show with the car they built in
2014. The team was able to promote the car and the school’s
College
of
Engineering.
Among help from the
school, the SAE holds a bud-
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UM-Dearborn’s Fomula Society of Automotive Engineers’ car is displayed at the North American International Auto Show in 2015.

get of around $65,000. Nearly
half the money comes from
UM-Dearborn and half from
local sponsors like Ford, DTE,
Buffalo Wild Wings, 3M and
Roush. The organization also
has a sister team, the Formula
SAE electric team that shares
sponsors and part of the budget.

The racing season is approaching rapidly as spring is
on its way, and the team has
three competitions on the horizon. The first features the
Michigan International Speedway in Brooklyn, Mich., and
they will also attend a race in
Lincoln, Neb. and Barrie, Ont.

Men’s basketball splits with Aquinas, Lourdes

By JERAMY STOVER
Staff Reporter
@JStover96

It was a crazy week for the
UM-Dearborn men’s basketball
team. With a pair of important
conference games, the Wolverines lost to Aquinas 74-66 and
defeated Lourdes 59-54.
On Feb. 4, Aquinas got out to
nine point halftime lead. The Wolverines would outscore the Saints
in the second half, but would not
put enough points on the board to
get the win.
Brandon Cole led the Wolverines with 17 points. Patrick Hebda
was a perfect 4-for-4 from threepoint range and scored 12 points
on the night.
On Feb. 7, the Wolverines welcomed Lourdes to the Fieldhouse.
The Gray Wolves got out to a 16
point lead at halftime by shooting
56 percent from the field.
Lourdes played tough defense
which made it difficult for the
Wolverines to get points. A 12-0
run early in the half was a key reason for the Gray Wolves halftime
lead.
The second half would be
completely different.
The Wolverines played much
better defensively and used the
defensive stops to create scoring
chances. Jamiel Strickland drove
to the basket and made a reverse
lay-up to trim the Lourdes lead to
seven with 13:41 left in the half.
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Jamiel Strickland looks on during UM-Dearborn’s loss to Siena Heights.

After picking up his fourth foul
a couple minutes later, coach Taylor Langley brought Strickland
to the bench and put in Brandon
Kennedy to take his place.
The move would pay off
greatly.
Kennedy would throw up an
alley-oop pass to Jason Penn who
finished the play with a forceful
dunk that erupted the Fieldhouse.
Penn scored 14 of his 21 points
in the second half including three
crucial free throws with under a
minute left.
Free throws, which the Wolverines have struggled with most
of the season, helped them complete the 16-point came back and
pick up an important conference
win.
“We’ve lost so many close
games this year and for our guys
to get one and hang their hat on

something and realize this is what
we do all of this work for and have
something to show for,” Langley
said. “That means a lot to me and
it feels great for our guys.”
Langley praised Kennedy for
playing well down the stretch and
stepping up when his team needed him to.
“Credit Brandon Kennedy, he
played unreal. I don’t care what
he scored or what the stat says
he was unbelievable,” Langley
said. “He got us into our offense
he handled their pressure he held
down the ship for Jamiel until
he could come back and make a
couple of closing plays.”
The Wolverines 9-19 (5-13
Wolverine-Hoosier Athletic Conference) have two away games
next week. They play Lawrence
Tech on Feb. 11 and Madonna on
Feb. 14.
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Jared Davidson wrestles an opponent from Bowling Green State University in 2014.

Davidson takes second at Laker Classic
By GEOFF MEHL
Staff Reporter
@GeoffMehl

The University of Michigan-Dearborn men’s
wrestling team was at it again on Feb. 1, placing second in the Grand Valley State University
Laker Classic.
Freshman wrestler Jared Davidson took second place overall during the tournament, scoring
12 points for the Wolverines in his run to the final
round.
“Jared fought his way to the finals of two college wrestling tournaments this season, and I’m
honored to be his coach,” said wrestling coach
Grant MacKenzie.
Davidson took a bye in the first round and
jumped to the quarterfinals to take on Vinny
Deem of the University of Michigan-Ann Arbor

club team. He defeated Deem by fall in 6:43 to
move on.
In the semifinal, Davidson was pitted against
another UM-Ann Arbor club wrestler, Derek Tulla. This round was fought out but Davidson was
able to land the victory in a 9-3 decision to head
to the first place match.
In the finals, Davidson couldn’t keep his hot
streak alive. He took on Davenport University’s
Grant Schafer and was pinned in 26 seconds.
Davidson is now 11-2 on the season and 2-1
in the beginning of the winter semester for the
Wolverines.
The Wolverine wrestlers will have one more
meet before they head to qualifiers. MacKenzie is

Davidson
continued on page 10
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Unexpected return

After giving up basketball to achieve dream,
Kennedy gets another shot with Wolverines
By RICKY LINDSAY
Sports Editor
@RLindz35

Brandon Kennedy had to give up what
he loves.
And he never thought he’d get it back.
Kennedy, a senior basketball player
at the University of Michigan-Dearborn,
faced a difficult choice last summer following the Wolverines’ coaching change.
He wanted to play out his final year of
eligibility, but as a pre-medicine student,
he knew the Medical College Admission
Test loomed. A desired score separated
Kennedy from the product of four years
worth of sleepless nights — the opportunity to attend medical school and become
a doctor.
“I really wanted to play because it was
my senior year and I’ve been with these
guys really close. But I had to study for
my MCAT in the summer and I couldn’t
participate in anything,” Kennedy said.
“With a new coaching staff, that’s really
important.”
To make his dream a reality, Kennedy
left the UM-Dearborn men’s basketball
program as a player with a heavy heart,
thinking he would not step on a court again
as a Wolverine. He remained close to the
team, though, earning volunteer hours and
tutoring players, thinking he would not
step on the Fieldhouse court again.
But Kennedy received a shot of the
lifetime and returned to the Wolverines on
Jan. 31 in a 66-65 loss to Siena Heights.
The opportunity created quite a moment
for Kennedy.
“Just the smile on his face when I talked to him about it says the story,” UMDearborn head coach Taylor Langley said.
“He was just overwhelmed with joy.”
***
After Langley was hired as UM-Dearborn’s head coach last summer, he welcomed returning players in his office with
open arms. Kennedy was no different. The
former Garden City star was a member of
a senior class that played its entire career
at UM-Dearborn under former head coach
John Mackson.
Kennedy planned on telling Langley he
could not play his senior season because
of the lurking MCAT test and a brutal final
year at UM-Dearborn. It was a decision he
had settled on.
But it became much harder news for
Kennedy to break once they met.
“I ended up talking to him for two-anda-half hours, because once I got in there,
I couldn’t make up my mind. I really
wanted to play, it was my senior year,”
Kennedy said. “Basketball is the reason
I’m at Michigan-Dearborn, which is a
great school. It was really tough to handle.
I took care of business in the classroom,
grades were fine, but it was really rough
not being part of the team.”
Langley understood what Kennedy
was preparing to face and wanted him to
achieve his dream of becoming a doctor
before a possible return to the program.
“Brandon came to me in the summertime and he said, ‘Coach, I really want to
be a doctor. I want to go to medical school
and I don’t know if I can do everything
I’m doing and take the MCATs.’ I said,

‘Brandon, you’re a senior. You’ve been in
the program, you’re a fixture here. We’d
love to have you, but I want you to focus
on your MCATs.’”
***
Kennedy remained closed to the UMDearborn program while focusing his attention on his studies, tutoring the Wolverines and helping for volunteer hours.
He took the MCAT — twice, according
to Langley — and was pleased with his
score.
Then in late January, it hit Langley,
whose Wolverines have been suffering
from depth issues at guard with injuries
— Kennedy was no longer preparing for
the brutal test and had two months
remaining before graduation.
Kennedy said he talked
to Langley on Jan. 29 for
an hour, then received a
text from the coach the
next day, asking him to
stop by the Fieldhouse if
available.
“I just figured he wanted me to tutor another guy
or something like that,” Kennedy said. “Instead, he gave
me this opportunity like this at 3
o’clock and said that he could get
me suited up for tonight’s game.”
Langley said the process of Kennedy’s
return happened days before he took the
court on Jan. 31 for his first game in 11
months.
“I made a decision and I talked to our
Athletic Directors and different personnel
on campus and said, ‘Hey, can we get this
done?’ They moved mountains to get him
on that floor for us in terms of eligibility,”
Langley said.
Once delivered the news by Langley,
Kennedy was elated. Problem was, he had
not touched a basketball in months
“At first, I’m kind of hesitant because
I know at one time I was a good player,”
Kennedy said. “But when you haven’t
touched a basketball in six months, you
haven’t ran in five months. I’m pretty out
of shape.”
With basketball being out of his life for
so long, Kennedy had to get acclimated
to the basics again. So he took part in an
early shoot around and surprise drills
prior to UM-Dearborn’s game vs. Siena Heights. It was not an easy task returning to anything near game shape.
“We had shootaround this morning at like 10-12. I wanted
to get a feel for the ball so I
texted coach and I asked him
if I could come in early at
like 8 and get some shots
up,” Kennedy said. “I
ended up going
through like a
bunch of
drills
w i t h
one of the assistant coaches and
my legs
were so dead. We
didn’t really do much, just a lot of dribbling drills and shooting drills, and I had

to actually go outside and get some oxygen. I felt like I was going to pass out.”
***
Kennedy took the court for warm-ups
donning a familiar look - an oversized
long-sleeved maize thermal, featuring
a large block M across the chest, and
the Wolverines’ striped maize
shorts. He took a few jump
shots and layups before participating
in positional
stretches.
Although
team-

mates
talked up his
return on Twitter, Kennedy wasn’t nervous
about playing in an
actual game again.
He quickly realized how different things
were from
last year.
“
I
didn’t really feel
n e rvous
be-

cause I’ve been doing
this for a long time,”
Kennedy said. “But it’s
kind of frustrating when
you used to be able to do
something pretty well and you
go back and you try to do it, and
you know in your mind that you can
do it but your body’s not letting
you. I feel like an old man or something.”
Kennedy entered the game early in
the first half to cheers from teammates
He drained a three from the left
corner of the court with just over
two minutes remaining in the
first half. The Wolverines’ bench,
which featured quiet, still bodies
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Brandon Kennedy dribbles up
court during UM-Dearborn’s
66-65 loss to Siena Heights
on Jan. 31, 2015. The loss
marked Kennedy’s first game
with UM-Dearborn since leaving
the program to study for the
MCAT after his junior season. He
scored six points in his return to
the Wolverines.

Kennedy
continued on page 10

Strong first half lifts women’s basketball over Lourdes
By HANNAH GENIG
Staff Reporter

The University of Michigan-Dearborn
women’s
basketball team pulled out
a nail-biting win against
Lourdes University on Feb.
7. UM-Dearborn (4-22, 2-16
WHAC) kept fans on the edges of their seats with a narrow
victory of 71-63.
Incredible shooting performances by Megan Swick,
Andrea Collins and Courtney
Teets helped the team quickly
obtain control of the game in
the first half.
Due to the Wolverines’ ag-

Jalissa Williams
gressive rebounding, strong
defense and consistent ball
movement, Lourdes (7-19,
3-15 WHAC) trailed by 22
points at the end of the first
half.
Head coach Dymetrius

Ware believed that this offensive improvement was a
direct result of what has been
happening at practice.
“We’ve been actively
working on shooting and just
making sure we get the ball
in the basket. Our last two
games, we’ve shot above 40
percent and we want to continue and improve on that,”
Ware said.
With both confidence and
energy high, the Wolverines
continued their unbeatable attack in the second half. Every
player on the team brought
their best game and worked

together in a way that clearly
portrayed their raw talent and
excellent teamwork.
Most notably, senior Jalissa Williams remained an
unstoppable force with 31
points, 15 rebounds, and eight
blocks.
Williams, who reached
1,500 career points on Saturday, was proud of her team’s
performance and said, “we
played with intensity the entire game, even when we had
to play catch up in the second
half.”
This “catch up” occurred
in the second half, when

Lourdes began shooting more
accurately and rebounding
more intensely. Not only did
the Gray Wolves score five
three-pointers in just a few
minutes, they also executed
a strong full-court press that
resulted in an array of turnovers.
Because of this sudden
change in energy, Lourdes
trailed by just seven points
with only five minutes left in
the game.
Despite the new and improved opponent, the Wolverines’ strength never dwindled
as they worked hard to main-

tain the lead, put points on the
board, and ultimately win the
game.
Senior Andrea Collins
commented on the energy
of the game by saying, “we
knocked down shots and we
all really had fun.”
The Wolverines have
high hopes of winning the
rest of their games this season. If Saturday’s game was
any indication, they will have
a strong finish indeed.
UM-Dearborn is on the
road this week, traveling to
Lawrence Tech on Feb. 11
and Madonna on Feb. 14.

