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Student Government hosts
Inclusion Week 2015

Students pose with Chancellor Dan Little
at 5th Annual Town Hall
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UM-Dearborn Student Government

By Savannah Rheinhart
Editor-in-Chief
Last week, the University
of Michigan-Dearborn’s Student
Government
hosted
the Annual Inclusion Week.
The week began with the Fifth
Annual Chancellor’s Town Hall.
Each year, Student Government
provides a space for students
to voice their opinions about
campus life, hear what Student
Government has been doing
throughout the year, and ask
Chancellor Dan Little questions.
Prior to answering questions,
Chancellor Little took time to
speak to the student body about
UM-Dearborn, its commitment
to inclusion, and focused on
six major topics and changes
to share with the students. In
past years, topics have included things such as the change
from Wolves to Wolverines
and the Student Activities Fee.
Tuesday presented a new event
to Inclusion Week, the Privilege
Training Workshop. Brought by
SG Director of Inclusion, Mariam Mustafa from Camp Pride,
this event gave an interactive
way to “check your privilege.”
In the SOC, different students
from around campus were asked
to participate in a number of
activities. First was the Privilege Walk, which involved the
students being asked questions
and walking forward when they
answered yes. Questions included “Do you feel safe walking around alone at night?”,
“Are you able to freely marry

the person you love?”, and
“Does practicing your religion
ever make you fearful or concerned for your safety?” Those
who were in the front by the
end of the activity were able to
see how privileged they were in
comparison to those in the back.
Later, the students joined in
another activity to help understand each other better and on
a different level. Twelve different identities were put on a
whiteboard, including sexual
orientation, religion, and gender. Then, when asked questions, the students would walk
to whichever applied most to
them. Some questions were positive, such as “What makes you
proud?” Others were more difficult, like “what scares you?”
SG President Sarah Elhelou found the event to
be especially eye-opening.
“It was so interesting to see
where your friends chose to
go and why. You know these
people and see them every
day, but you were able to learn
about a different part of them
with these activities. “Director of Inclusion, Mariam
Mustafa, has similar feelings.
“The workshop in particular is one that gets people out
of their comfort zones. I think
everyone needs to take a second to stop and think about
all they are and that’s what I
wanted inclusion week to be.”
As the week went on, so did the

events. Following the workshop,
Wednesday showed the support
of students by participating in
the “What Does Inclusion Mean
to You” campaign. Last year
hosted the same event on sticky
notes. This year was more of a
social media movement with
students and Student Government posting photos showing individuals sharing their
thoughts on inclusion. President
Elhelou said that she saw a lot
of support for the victims of the
Chapel Hill shootings during
this event, as well. This prompted a candle light vigil to be organized Wednesday evening.
UM-Dearborn Coordinator for Greek Life, Kristin
McDonough, was more than
impressed
with
Inclusion
Week and especially the vigil.
“…Today we paused to listen to
and comfort each other, to remember that as members of this
campus community we have a
responsibility to choose inclusion every day…” This is a lesson that Director Mustafa was
hoping for throughout the week.
The week came to a close on
Thursday with a diversity game
day and the Staff vs. Students
Basketball game. In a fun rivialry between staff and students,
the campus-wide committment to inclusion was shown
to not just be a week long
event, but a daily expectation.

Campus commuinity and others
meet for vigil in honor of those killed
in the Chapel Hill shooting.
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Students’ Voice
What do you think our campus and students
can do to support those who are victims of
attacks, such as the Chapel Hill shootings?

“I think that maybe we should do talks, a meeting of
people with different nationalities. To get along, you have
to be able to work collectively and accept
each others differences.”

“Get more groups and get more involvement. This
is a commuter campus and we have a lot of people that
just go home. They don’t really get involved.”
--Neil Bachert

--Anaiya Brown-Rivers

“Network with different people, be open to what they have to offer
and be inclusive. We don’t have to be into the same things, but respect it.
Find common ground with people.”
--Eiman Hairston

“I think we could have fundraisers to raise
money for the victims’ families and
raise awareness with informational sessions.”

“Continue to promote inclusion.”
--Theresa Somerville

--Helen Consiglio
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NEWS AROUND
DETROIT
Chandler Park to get $20 millon renovation.

I-96 and Woodward Ave. interchange is being redesigned for less car lanes to accomodate bicyclers
and walkers.
Dr. Craig Spencer, recent Ebola survivor, is
speaking at Wayne State University this week.
Monday’s record low temperature of -9 degrees ties
with the record set in 1904 in Detroit. Port Huron
saw coldest temperatures with -26 degrees.
A child abuse registry, similar to Michigan’s sex offender registry, has been proposed to the
Department of Human Services.
The State Historic Preservation Office announced
ten new sites added to the National Register of Historic Places, including the Grosse Point Yacht Club.
A state agency is bypassing state attorneys and paying a private law firm over $500 an hour try to end
struggles of Michigan’s child welfare system.
The Detroit Zoo’s last elephant, Wanda, died last
week at the age of 57.

Sisters of Delta Phi Espilon jumping into the Detroit River last year.
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UM-Dearborn Greek Life
students raise thousands for
Special Olympics Michigan
By Savannah Rheinhart
Editor-in-Chief
Each year, people from all around Metro Detroit participate in Polar Plunge, a
fundraiser for Special Olympics Michigan. Recently, it has become an unofficial tradition for University of MichiganDearborn Greek Life members to join.
Those participating in Polar Plunge begin raising money months before the event.
They do so with an online account at firstgiving.com, which allows for online donations.
Then, on the second Saturday in February,
“Plungers” meet at the Renaissance Center
in Downtown Detroit before jumping into

the icy water. There are always members of
the United States Coast Guard in the water,
volunteering to make sure the Plungers stay
safe. After the event, there is a locally catered lunch for those who jumped and volunteered, dancing, and an award ceremony.
As a whole, UM-Dearborn Greek Life’s
participating chapters raised $9,017.11,
with Phi Sigma Sigma raising the most with
$2,680.00 as a chapter. Fundraising continues
online until April 3. Go to http://www.firstgiving.com/polarplunge/Detroit15 to donate.

Phi Sigma Sigma--$2,680.00
Delta Phi Epsilon--$2,121.00
Phi Mu--$1,375.00
Delta Sigma Phi--$1,035.00
Theta Tau--$375.00
Tau Kappa Epsilon--$350.00
		

Total= $9017.11

Metro Detroit saw over 15 vigils held last week in
honor of three slain Muslim students in North Carolina.
Detroit City Council approved a lease for a new
central police precinct.
The failed 2008 Bloomfield Park is looking at
redevelopment.

Brothers of Delta Sigma Phi
particpating in the 2014 Polar Plunge.
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Are you looking for a paid position that will give you both
writing and design experience?
The Michigan Journal is looking for a News Editor.

Email themichiganj@gmail.com with your resume and writing samples.
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Jon Stewart: Leaving at the top
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By ZAC PALMER
Staff Writer

If you are as much of a Daily
Show fan as I am then you already
know the dreaded news from last
Tuesday. Jon Stewart will no longer be broadcasting and making
us laugh on Comedy Central at 11
o’clock.
He announced to a live studio audience his plans for leaving
the show to everybody’s dismay.
Stewart said that he wasn’t leaving now, but his final show could
be sometime as early as July or as
late as December. His contract with
Comedy Central is up this September and it won’t be renewed. In his
short announcement speech Stew-

art stated, “I don’t have any specific
plans. Got a lot of ideas. I got a lot
of things in my head.” There clearly isn’t anything that he has lined
up and is waiting to do right when
he quits, but the opportunities for

no doubt his largest influence has
been felt by the youth of America.
By combining comedy with real
news he gets his message across
more effectively and efficiently
than many newscasters on other
big stations.
for one,
“Who is going to be the one to call out our politicians when theyamI certainly
do something stupid? Or more importantly, who is going to pointsaddened by
news of
out the hypocrisy and sensationalizing that FOX News practices?”the
his impending departure
him are endless nonetheless.
Mall. My interest in politics and and worry that his replacement
Stewart has been an inspira- government have grown in large won’t live up to the show’s reputation. Nobody can do the news like
tion and a role model for so many part from watching his show.
people. He made young people
There are surely stories simi- Stewart can, and I’m afraid that
care about news and politics with lar to mine all across the country. anybody they hire will be a disaphis satirical view of our govern- Stewart is a master at connecting pointment.
Who is going to be the one to
ment and its proceedings. Before I with people of all ages, but there is
started watching his show with regularity six years ago, I could have
cared less about politics. I began
watching the Daily Show and was
so inspired that I went to his Rally
to Restore Sanity on the National

Treat Check Yo Self

BY SAVANNAH RHEINHART
Editor-in-Chief

Spending the majority of the past
five years of my life in Dearborn
has given me a different perspective than most my age. I attend a
university that has a prayer room,
footbaths, and over ten different
diversity-based student organizations. Other universities all over
the state look to our campus for tips
on how to be inclusive and more
tolerant. Our Student Government
president is a Muslim woman. I
don’t think many other Midwestern
college students can say the same.
Since I’ve been an adult, I’ve been
able to look around and realize my
privilege. It is one of the perks of living in such a diverse community. And
while I’m sure I still underestimate a
lot, I’m on what I can only imagine
is a lifelong path of understanding.
For all the men reading, I’d like
you to think about the last time you
walked alone to your car at night.
How did you feel? Were you scared?
Unless you were in a Hunger Games
type situation, I doubt you were.
Now, if you ask a young woman those

same questions, I can assure you
that the answers would be different.
I’m sure many of the men are
thinking “that’s not fair, not all men
are like that.” Yes, this is true. But
we live in a society where there is
a sizeable percentage of men whose
actions create fear in others. A society where we have to raise women to
not walk alone at night, but not raise
men to respect the boundaries of
women. Where women have to watch
their drink at the bar, not where men
don’t drug them in the first place.
These concerns are legitimate.
But now imagine that you have to
be cautious of men, but not only because of your gender, but because
of sexual orientation or religion.
The past two years have shown a
huge spike in racially charged attacks and murders. Last week, three
Muslim college students were brutally murdered. While the media
has yet to officially prove any antiMuslim bias, I can only imagine
that it played a part in the killings.
Then, this past Thursday saw an-

UM-Dearborn students and others participate in
candle vigil for those killed in Chapel Hill shootings.

other attack, much closer to home.
A Muslim man was harassed in a
Kroger parking lot in Dearborn with
his young daughter, who wore a
hijab. Two white males were yelling derogatory words and eventually throwing punches. Authorities
are claiming they cannot yet prove
if this was caused by offender bias.
Think back to the last time you
went to the grocery store. I can bet a
majority of you never once worried
about being attacked in the parking
lot because of your religious beliefs.
That is privilege. I bet a lot of you
think about the day you’ll finally
get married, never thinking about
it being legal. That is privilege.
Changes in thinking take time and
effort, but it can be done. My hope
is that one day, we can live in a society where my privilege is NOT
having to watch 50 Shades of Grey,
and the rest is equal and inclusive.
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call out our politicians when they
do something stupid? Or more importantly, who is going to point out
the hypocrisy and sensationalizing
that FOX News practices?
Jon Stewart’s show has a liberal bias no doubt, but he wouldn’t
hesitate to call out Obama or other
Democrats serving in Congress
when they deserve it. This was
something that separated him from
the rest of the partisan pundits in
the 24 hour news cycle.
It’s sad to know that he will be
departing from our television sets
in the near future. Whatever side of
the aisle you may sit on, Jon Stewart leaving television is a loss for
all.
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by ASHLEY PRESTON
Staff Writer
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Man’s best friend

you make, but there’s something special about the way a
dog is there for you.

Can you think of a friend
that is always excited to see
you, even when you just saw
them 10 minutes ago? I’m
not sure I could think of a human, but one kind of friend
comes to mind-dogs. Whether
you’ve been gone for a week,
or simply just ran to the grocery store, a dog’s welcome
home makes it seem like
you’ve been gone for years.
With a wagging tail and barks
of excitement, a dog offers
a friendship that no one else
can.
Sure, you can’t go shopping at the mall or out to eat
together, but you can go for
walks, spend days at the park
and occupy the couch with
snuggles on Sunday afternoons. I suppose in the grand
scheme of things, those walks
in the sunshine and lazy days
can be some of the more important days — the
time you get to reflect.
Don’t get me wrong,
adventures with family and friends come out to
be some of the best memories
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sofa, watch cheesy Lifetime
movies and eat even cheesier
pizza (alright, maybe that’s

suming by the minute. Instead, he awaits his piece of
the crust.

on a nice long jog. Although
he knows you’ll stick to this
plan not a day longer than a

asked, “do you want to go for
a walk?” is never empty.
Most importantly, a dog
doesn’t care how much money you have, how much you
weigh, what you did in your
past, or where you call home.
He doesn’t care if your hair
is a little messy or that you
come home and sometimes
forget to give him a pat because you’ve had the longest
day. He doesn’t even care that
he eats the same food every
single day (well, unless it’s a
cheesy pizza night).
A dog is the one entity that
will never doubt you, judge
you or wish you were different. He loves you for who
you are simply because you
let him become a part of you.
I believe God put dogs
here to show us that words
don’t make a friendship, but
rather, actions do. He made
their lives shorter than ours
to remind us to appreciate
such friendships before it’s
too late. Dogs
are a gift in the
most humble
form. We must
love them, cherish them and
learn from their hearts.

“A dog is the one entity that will never doubt you, judge you or wish you were different.
He loves you for who you are simply because you let him become a part of you.”
There are times when all
you want is to plop on the

just me). But your dog doesn’t
judge the calories you’re con-

Other times, you’re ready
to start your “fit plan” and go

month, the excitement and
eagerness to participate when

Big trouble in little league

Members of the Jackie Robinson West team following their win at the 2014 Little League World Series
by CODY DRAPER
Staff Writer

There were two big feel-good headlines from the 2014
Little League World Series last summer. The first was female
pitcher Mo’ne Davis, who was lights out on the mound and
became a media sensation off the field. The second was the
team from inner city Chicago, Jackie Robinson West, who
went on to win the United States bracket before falling to
South Korea in the championship game.
Unfortunately, one of those stories has lost its luster, following the revelation that Jackie Robinson West intentionally
cheated by using players from outsides its boundaries. As a
result, all of their wins from last year have been officially
vacated in the record books.

“I also feel sorry for the kids from
Jackie Robinson West, the ones
who were taught that you should
cheat to win. When parents and
coaches are bad influences, how
are kids supposed to learn right
from wrong?”

This is hardly the first time an incident like this has happened. Honestly, I’d be surprised if smaller violations from
lesser known teams don’t occur regularly. This isn’t even the
first time a scandal has resulted in a team vacating wins following the Little League World Series.
The 1992 championship team from the Philippines had
their title taken away after it was discovered that some of
their players were over-aged or taken from other districts; in
2001, a team from the Bronx forfeited their wins after their
star pitcher was found to be too old. This misbehavior is just
another example of teams skirting the rules in order to gain
an advantage, and it certainly won’t be the last time someone
gets caught red-handed.
What bothers me is that, in my opinion, the punishment
doesn’t fit the crime. Sure the manager of the team and the
head of their Little League district may have been removed
from their positions, and sure the illicit wins have been stricken from the records, but that doesn’t change what happened.
The team from Chicago still enjoyed their ill-gotten 15
minutes of fame; they were the ones who got to visit the
White House and meet the President. What good is it to declare the previous runner-up, the team from Las Vegas, the
new 2014 U.S. Little League champions? They may have
been legit (if they were, who really knows), but it is a hollow
commendation.
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“Who are the victims of this deceit? How
about the honest teams who Jackie Robinson
West beat throughout the Little League World
Series? Have they learned about fair play, or
about what it actually takes to get ahead in
life?”
Who are the victims of this deceit? How about the honest
teams who Jackie Robinson West beat throughout the Little
League World Series? Have they learned about fair play, or
about what it actually takes to get ahead in life? Don’t forget
about the players who were denied a chance to play for Jackie
Robinson West despite living within the district, those kids
who lost their spot to a more talented player from out of town.
They are definitely victims, ones who I didn’t even consider
when this story first broke.
I also feel sorry for the kids from Jackie Robinson West,
the ones who were taught that you should cheat to win. When
parents and coaches are bad influences, how are kids supposed to learn right from wrong? In the end, it seems that
children are the ones who suffer the consequences for the follies of grownups. The sad truth is that when adults gain an interest in competitive, high-stakes games involving children,
unreasonable things are sure to follow.

February 17, 2015
Vol. XLIV, No. 17

The Michigan Journal/6

Arts & Entertainment

Judging a book by its cover

BY MONICA SABELLA
A&E Editor
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BY FARHEEN SYED
Guest Writer

Most of you have probably never
heard of the book, “Skin Deep,” or of
its author, E.M. Crane. I hadn’t either.
It’s the type of book that’s easy to miss.
The cover is decorated rather simply in red, white, and green. Also, the
book is generally shelved in the young
adult section. In some ways, they’re
right to put it there. The main character is young, still attending high school
and on one level, the story is about a girl
finding herself and learning who she
wants to be. That’s the basis of the story
from one character’s perspective, and if
I were reading it as a high schooler, this
is the only point of view I would notice.
However, reading it in the calm of the
summer as a college student, I was able
to see the deeper meaning and therefore
appreciate the subtle layers created by
the author.
The story begins by Andrea Anderson’s locker. She introduces a few of
the cliques she is surrounded by and life
in her school. As you read, you begin
to wonder if these people are impor-

tant and consider whether or not it’s
safe to forget them. Anderson goes on
to describe her teacher Mr. Diego. She
mentions he has a bad temper and soon
after he grows so upset that he leaves
the classroom. He heads straight to the
restroom, removes a revolver, and commits suicide. The students are upset and
confused, Anderson’s thoughts return
to the memory of the incident multiple
times throughout the book, attempting
to find some sort of reason behind his
action. To get her mind off the accident,
Anderson volunteered to help care for
a neighbor’s dog while the woman is
away in the hospital. This is where the
story really begins.
What I loved most about this story
was the characters themselves. Each
one is so perfect, so deep. Even when
you think you know these people inside
and out, they can still surprise you. I
liked it because, to me, this rings true.
Everyone you meet in life has a story
all their own, what they choose to share
with you is a gift, and should be treated

as such. I thought when I opened “Skin
Deep” that I would find myself amid another predictable high school novel with
little to know character development
outside of the main characters. But, no.
This story is so much more than that.
Because, you see, the story is not
about Anderson or her trials as a teenager. It’s not about the older woman she
befriends. It’s about life and acceptance.
Accepting your mistakes of the past, of
the uncertainty of the future, and most
importantly about the person you have
become through those trials and uncertainties. It’s about finding your way and
discovering who you are and in what
way you will decide to use the time
you have in this world. It challenged
things I thought I knew and gave me a
broader perspective on life. It taught me
something about people and about life.
There aren’t many stories out there that
are able to bring that level of sophistication to a book labeled “young adult.”
They’re hard to find, but that’s what
makes them all the more precious.

Five best places in Detroit for pizza

Recently in one of my classes
we were talking about great places
for pizza in the area. Detroit and
the areas surrounding it have such
amazing food and some pretty awesome places to get pizza. I love food
and I love to eat out (it’s one of my

weaknesses), and pizza is one of my
favorite foods. It’s only fair that I
share my top five!
The first is Supino’s Pizzeria in
the Eastern Market. It is my absolute
FAVORITE. It’s a small little hole
in the wall pizza place. Not only
has this place been featured on
the Food Network, but it has also
been consistently featured as one
of best pizza places in the country.
It’s definitely worth trying.
So if you like pizza, but don’t
like large slices, Motor City Brewing Works Inc. in Detroit, is the
place to go. Their pizzas are small
in size and perfect for the afternoon snack. The pizzas feed one to
two people at a time, but they are
super good. They are not thin crust
but the fact that they’re cooked in
a brick oven still makes them not
too greasy or heavy. If you go with
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a large party of people definitely
make sure to order at least three to
four pizzas.
Now for those people who like
their pizza normal and not baked in
a brick oven, the place to go is Amar’s pizza in Hamtramck. This pizza
is unique because there’s an ethnic
twist to it. Amar’s offers the normal cheese and pepperoni pizza, but
they’re known more for their Gyro
pizza and Naga pizza. Both are totally different in flavor but equally
unique. It’s a must try if you’re in
the mood for pizza, but want something different.
If you’re willing to travel a little
bit, the place to try pizza in Ann
Arbor is called Mani Osteria. This
place is known for their wood fired
pizzas, my favorite being the Tartufo
pizza. In addition, Mani Osteria also
has pastas and other traditional Ital-

ian foods. What’s nice
about this place is the
fact that you can spend
the day walking around
the University of Michigan, because of its convenient location on campus.
Now the last must try
pizza place is Ottava Via.
This small restaurant is
located in Corktown. At
first I was very skeptical in trying
the place, because I’d only heard
of it a handful of times, but once I
did try it, I was not disappointed.
The restaurant itself is pretty small,
and like Mani Osteria, it offers other
non-pizza options, but the pizza is
the thing to try. Everything was super fresh and every single pizza I’ve
tried is good. I’ve never been disappointed. It’s definitely a must try!
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There are so many other amazing
places to find pizza and other food in
general all over Detroit and its surrounding areas. These in particular
are my top five for the consistency,
quality, taste. So if you’re willing to
venture out to find amazing food, try
venturing out to try these; it’s definitely worth it!

The Academy Awards: Preview and predictions
BY COLLIN WARD
Staff Writer

It has all been leading up
to this.
The 87th Academy Awards
are this weekend and are here
to honor the best in film from
2014.
The Academy Awards are
regarded as the absolute highest achievement in the film
industry.
Neil Patrick Harris will
serve as this year’s host.
While this is Harris’s first
time hosting the “Oscars”
he is no stranger to hosting award shows, The Tony’s, The Emmy’s, and even
Spike’s Video Game Awards
have all counted on the stage
and screen veteran to deliver
a fantastic mix of comedy,
song, and dance.
Harris has enlisted a dynamite team of supporting performers to assist him throughout the night, including Adam
Levine, Jennifer Hudson,
Anna Kendrick, Tegan and
Sara, and even Lady Gaga
will all be performing during
the telecast.
But let’s get to the main focus of the show, the awards.
“Birdman” and “The Grand
Budapest Hotel” lead the way
with nine nominations each.
Will “Birdman” soar to
victory? Or will “The Grand
Budapest Hotel” check out
with the highest honor, Best
Picture?
Let’s break down the categories.
*BEST PICTURE. The

favorite here is “Birdman,”
it has picked up the highest
honor at the Producers Guild,
the Directors Guild, and the
Screen Actors Guild. Since
the same voters for all those
guilds vote for the Academy
Awards it seems like in any
other year “Birdman” would
continue its winning streak,
but this is not an ordinary
year. “Boyhood” is a critical darling and it has a
huge group of devoted
fans, and the academy
might not be able to resist awarding Richard
Linklater’s risk taking
12 years in the making
film. Then there is “The
Grand Budapest Hotel,”
which is looking like it
will clean up in many of
the technical categories,
will those wins translate
to the big win? If that’s
not enough, “The Imitation Game,” “Selma,”
“American Sniper,” “The
Theory of Everything,” and
“Whiplash” are all equally as
deserving as any of the above.
This is truly the closest Best
Picture race in years.
Will Win: “Boyhood”
Should Win: “The Grand
Budapest Hotel”
*BEST DIRECTOR. This
is a head to head race between
Birdman’s Alejandro Gonzalez Inarritu and Boyhood’s
Richard Linklater. Since Inarritu picked up the Directors
Guild Award he is the favorite

going into this race, but Linklater seems to be beloved by
actors so they might just sway
him to win this. Whichever
man wins this, their film has a
good chance at winning Best
Picture, only six times in the
past 20 years has a director
won this award with their film
not winning Best Picture.
Will Win: Richard Linklater

Should Win: Richard Linklater
*BEST ACTRESS: There
are only a few categories that
are absolute locks this year;
Best Actress is one of them.
Julianne Moore will deservingly win her first Oscar for
her performance in the heartbreaking film “Still Alice.”
Moore plays a language professor who is diagnosed with
early onset Alzheimer’s. The
performance is raw, emotional, and one of Moore’s
absolute best. This is a long

overdue win for one of the
best actresses working today.
Will Win: Julianne Moore
Should Win: Julianne
Moore
*BEST ACTOR: Another
head to head race, this time
between Michael Keaton and
Eddie Redmayne. Keaton’s
performance is a crowning
achievement for the veteran actor who returns to the

porting acting categories are
both pretty much sealed up.
On the actress side look for
first time nominee Patricia
Arquette to win for her performance as the mom in “Boyhood.” The only real spoiler
here could be Emma Stone
in “Birdman.” Meryl Streep
is also nominated so she is
always a factor, but Arquette
has won every award so far
and her performance
is really the emotional
center of “Boyhood.”
Will Win: Patricia Arquette
Should Win: Patricia
Arquette
*SUPPORTING
ACTOR: This is another one of those categories that are a total
lock, this time for character actor J.K. Simmons. Simmons plays
a violent jazz mentor
Photo courtesy of latimes.com in the phenomenal film
screen after a long absence “Whiplash.” It’s a role the
from film, the academy could Simmons really bites into and
very easily award him for his has fun with and the audience
emotionally honest perfor- loves watching his work here.
mance in “Birdman.” On the
Will Win: J.K. Simmons
flip side, the academy might
Should Win: J.K. Simmons
go for young talent and award
*ORIGINAL
Redmayne for his physically
SCREENPLAY: This catdemanding performance as egory could go a few differStephen Hawking. This is an- ent ways. If it is a “Birdman”
other total toss up.
kind of night this could be
Will Win: Eddie Redmayne an award it could steal from
Should Win: Michael Ke- a few more deserving nomiaton
nees. While “Foxcatcher” and
*SUPPORTING
“Nightcrawler” both have
ACTRESS: Both the sup- great screenplays, they are far

too dark for academy members, which is unfortunate.
Richard Linklater also wrote
“Boyhood” so this could be
a chance to award him here
instead of in the Best Director category. That same scenario seems more likely to
happen to Wes Anderson for
“The Grand Budapest Hotel,”
awarding him here with his
first Oscar for his wonderfully
whimsy screenplay.
Will Win: “Birdman”
Should Win: “The Grand
Budapest Hotel”
*ADAPTED SCREENPLAY:
“The
Imitation
Game” has eight nominations
and is looking like it could go
home empty handed, so the
academy might support its
adapted screenplay so it’s not
a bridesmaid. That being said,
if the academy wanted to
make a bold choice it would
award Damien Chazelle’s
screenplay for “Whiplash.”
Will Win: “The Imitation
Game”
Should Win: “Whiplash”
These awards, as well as
12 other awards in the technical fields, will all be handed
out during the broadcast.
The 87th Annual Academy
Awards airs Sunday, Feb. 22
live on ABC.
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Arts & Entertainment
“Hot Tub Time Machine 2”

BY AMBER AINSWORTH
Staff Writer

Mix an illegal energy drink
with the control panel of a hot
tub and a time machine is born.
Throw some friends into that machine and things get wild.
“Hot Tub Time Machine” was
the beginning of an adventure that
would change the lives of three
guys that hated the paths their
lives were taking.
The trip taken through time
in a hot tub gone awry was just
enough of a trip to allow a group
of best friends to completely
change their futures after some
time to mess around in the 80s.
These changes are blatantly

evident and set the scene for mishaps in “Hot Tub Time Machine
2.”
Lou (Rob Corddry) was even
able to use the knowledge he obtained from the past to turn himself into a tech guru, referring to
himself as “the father of the internet.” While he is living a life of
lavish luxuries courtesy of the hot
tub and his journey to the past in
the original film, trouble arises for
him.
When he is shot, Nick (Craig
Robinson) and Jacob (Clark
Duke) hop back in the hot tub
to embark on a drunken journey

to give Lou more time after the
shooting; hopefully enough time
to save him.
The time machine has a bit of
a different plan than the first movie though, taking the group 10
years into the future, as compared
to the past in the original film.
As part of their futuristic adventure, they set out to find the
shooter, in hopes that is he somehow from the future and Lou’s
murder can be prevented from
2024.
According to the cast of both
films, both movies are heavy on
improv acting, allowing the actors

to put their own little twists and
humors on the comedies. While
the second film is more driven by
the script, there was a freedom on
the set that let the script be played
with.
There wasn’t even a scripted
ending for the first movie, so naturally the second went ending free
as well.
It’s a method that has worked
for great films of the past, so it’s
only expected that the same method of improvising how the film
comes together will be essential to
tying together a movie fueled by a
hot tub and a lot of booze.

2015 fashion: A blast from the past

Photo courtesy of dailymail.co.uk

BY MONICA SABELLA
A&E Editor

Well, ladies and gents,
the votes are in. A few of the
styles we’ll be seeing in the
spring and summer of this
year will be relatively the
same as those of 2014. However, the gods of the fashion
industry have decided to put a
little twist on the styles we’ll
be seeing. You better get your
disco shoes on, 2015 is going
to take things back a little,
about 40 years.
Let’s begin by giving a
warm welcome to the 70’s.
Yes, according to Vougue
Magazine the hippy phase is

coming back strong. The last
few seasons have been building up to this. The color, cut,
and texture are all fringe,
funky color combinations,
and flare pants will be returning for the spring and summer
seasons.
As mentioned, colors will
be like the hippies you know
and love. So that would mean
bright oranges mixed with
dusty browns, dark maroons
with turquoise and navy
blues. Maxi skirts and dresses
will be similar to last year,
either having a simple pattern or be a solid color. Amid
these more subtle tones, a
shining almost alien feel appeared with coming of models decked in metallic outfits
paired with equally “loud”
shoes. The stark contrast between the 70’s theme and this
last collection, gave me the
impression that the metallic
trend though it will most likely appear on the red carpet, it
will not be as popular with the
consumer market.
One thing with prints this

season: think bold. The polka
dots are larger and the stripes
are broader. Even some of
the floral prints have been
enlarged. There were a few
styles with the small, petite
floral designs we saw last
year. A surprising addition to
the patterned world is gingham. I never expected to see
checkers return to the runway.
But there it is. Models wore
these designs in pretty pastel
shades.

Keeping in touch with the
70’s theme, fringe has spread
from handbags and boots, to
apparel. Dresses and short
skirts with long strands of
fringe blowing out with every step is one of the most
prominent trends which can
be expected in the spring.
Flared pants, asymmetrical
hemlines, layered skirts, and
blazers will also find a place
in clothing stores.
The different fabrics being

shown are probably the most
diverse section of the fashion
world this time around. Denims had a particularly large
section with jumpsuits, dresses, and skirts. Flowing bohemian skirts and dresses of lace
or transparent gauze is something that is sure to return
this summer. Suede is also
making a strong comeback.
For the past few years, this
fabric has played
it safe, sticking
mostly to footwear. However,
this year, with the
return of fringe,
it is the perfect
time for this material to make its
way back into the
fashion world.
There
were
also a few of the
interesting and
unexpected additions to the
list of clothing.
Japanese themed
apparel, mostly
traditional garb,

Bringing the
Concert to You
Papa Roach

Photos courtesy of
Amber Ainsworth/MJ

such as wide belts and kimono cut sleeves and blouses
were among the more surprising styles. Still, I was taken
aback by the imaginative use
of laces. Blouses laced up the
front, dresses laced down the
back, pants laced up the side;
the bigger and more bold the
laces, the better.

Photo courtesy of vougue.co.uk
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Student Government kicks off Inclusion Week with
Fifth Annual Town Hall

Photos courtesy of Aida Al Jahdhami.

Student Government members wearing their “Keep Calm and Stay Inclusive” T-shirts.
BY JULIA KASSEM
Guest Writer

On Feb. 9, student leaders and faculty members assembled for the fifth annual Town Hall in Kochoff A, and for two
hours, were given the opportunity to ask
questions, raise concerns, and network with
Student Government hosts and University
of Michigan Dearborn faculty members.
The event, student organized on the efforts of Student Government, brought together students and their staff in an organized effort to discuss issues and socialize.
Vice Chancellor Stanley Henderson
was no longer present, as this year marks his
first as a retiree. However, as Senator Kevin
Landwehr put it, the event was successful in
“continu[ing] to unite students and faculty.”

Tables were filled with representatives and
members from campus organizations, such as
the Black Student Union, in addition to fellows and Senators from Student Government.
Chancellor Daniel Little had lots to say

The banquet style set ups adorned with
e top-notch Middle Eastern food as well as
gourmet desserts supplemented the aesthetics
of a diverse student body that Little praised.
Student Government president Sarah El-

“Engagement is the various ways in which
our vast community, our students, staff and
alumni, are involved in the community.”
about the diversity on campus, a force which
has catalyzed as well as welcome changes on
campus: “Engagement is the various ways
in which our vast community, our students,
staff and alumni, are involved in the community,” said the Chancellor. “We are engaged.”

helou concurred with Little’s sentiments applauding the value of the diverse campus.
“[Little] talked about our commitment to inclusion and how our university is working to
become even more inclusive,” said Elhelou.
“We are so excited to be celebrating diver-

sity and embracing our inclusive campus.”
Some goals discussed by Chancellor Little involved ensuring students had
enough for the most “innovative” and “engaging” education that matched the University’s dynamics. By proposing to aim
funds, Little hoped to make sure that this
“Victor’s Campaign” would be a success.
With on-campus student housing kicking
off its second full year in a row—including
plans too add up to 100 beds to accommodate
growing residency, “inclusion” has come to
define more than the eclectic demographics
characteristic of campus—gaining a better
understanding of changes on campus as well
as integrating the endowments evident in UMDearborn’s student body into these changes
are the purpose of this past Inclusion Week.

Get to know an organization:
BY GHADEER ALARADI
Student Life Editor

Social Justice League
(SJL) is a new organization
formed in the Winter 2015 semester. The organization was
formed to raise awareness
about social justices around
metro-Detroit and to give students an opportunity to take
action against these injustices.
SJL’s founders are Dana
Mohammad, Julia Cuneo,
and Fiana Arbab. They decided to form a student organization that focuses on
taking action against social

injustices, or issues that occur in local communities.
“It’s great to raise awareness and have conversations, but it sometimes feels
pointless and/or hopeless
because after we learn about
it, we never know what
to do about it,” said Fiana
Arbab, the President of SJL.
SJL’s purpose is to take
action and inspire students
to get involved in the activism field within their own
communities. They want to
think about how to change
social injustice both socially

Social Justice League
and in the institutional level.
“An organization like
SJL is important because it
brings together a number
of different orgs and unites
them under one roof,” said
Afeefah Seblini, Vice President of SJL. “Allowing us
to touch upon the variety of
aspects of whatever cause
we’re currently focused on.”
“This semester, you can
look for information sessions, documentaries, training workshops, and panels,” said Arbab. “Anything
to get people passionate

about changing the world.”
So far, SJL has hosted
one event, and the attendees
and members agreed that it
was successful. The event
was the Water Justice information session concerning
the recent water shut-offs in
the metro-Detroit area. SJL
brought guest speakers from
the Detroit People’s Water
Board to inform students
about the water shut-offs and
what citizens can do about
it. The attendees also created action plans for short
term and long term solutions.

“We are planning to tackle
the unequal distribution of
standard education in Detroit
for March/April,” said Arbab.
Other issues that SJL
would like to raise awareness about are poverty,
housing evictions, police
brutality, among others.
“We are always open
to new ideas and learning,”
said
Arbab.
“I’ve always been the
type of person to see social injustice and want to do
something about it,” said
Arbab. This organization has

become an activism tool for
her as well as other members.
SJL currently has 15
members, and they welcome
anyone to join. Their meetings are on Tuesdays at 2 p.m.
in the Student Org Center. For
more information, please contact the President, Fiana Arbab at sarbab@umich.edu or
Vice President, Afeefah Seblini at aiseblin@umich.edu.

Photos courtesy of Fiana Arbab.
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Students for Islamic Awareness hosts
“Love, Lust, and Islam” event
BY MUNA ISMAIL
Guest Writer

With Valentine’s Day right
around the corner, the Students for
Islamic Awareness (SIA) of The
University of Michigan Dearborn
held an event on Wednesday, Feb. 11

will see that it is easier to build on.
The hardest thing is to find those principles,” were Bazzi’s opening words.
“A lot of us try to find the
meaning of the word love. It is a
very difficult thing to define. It’s
not something that is tangible. I

ference between love and lust?
“Biologically speaking, when
someone is in love your whole
system is generating different hormones, but on a hormonal level there
is a big difference between love and
lust. However, socially speaking, it

Students gather in Kochoff Hall B to listen to speaker Wissam Bazzi.

labeled “Love, Lust, and Islam” the
title itself is readily comprehensible.
Many students of different religious
and ethnic backgrounds gathered in
the audience eager to be a part of
this engaging discussion on a very
relative and controversial topic.
The program started by an introduction of the SIA, which is a nonprofit student organization that aims
to provide full awareness of Islam
and improve Muslim life on campus.
The introduction was followed by a recitation of the Quran
by SIA E-board member Mohamed
Bazzi, trailed by a translation of
the verses. Up next was a passionate recitation of a poem that speaks
of God’s strength and the love between God and his worshipper.
“Let the trust, strength,
and love of god settle in you
and reflect on all that you see,”
said Fatima Najdi, the poet.
Hajj Wissam Bazzi, a very
active member of the community
as well as a student at UM-Dearborn, was the keynote speaker.
“Love is something innate within all of us, for oneself or for others.
Once you find the universal principles of the application of love, you

know I feel it but how do I get
it across to someone else, when
words are limited to express the
actual feeling itself,” he continued.
After providing a universal perspective of love, he got
into the religious aspect of it.
“In Islam you are created with
a certain “fitra” which are general
principles that we all hold as human
beings
and
one of those
principles is
geared
towards God.
There
is
nothing like God, so whatever image
you have of God is not Him, so how do
you love something you cannot see,
touch, feel, or have no concept of?”
He answered his own question
by saying, “I’ve sat at the gate of
my heart and let nothing in but the
love of Allah(Arabic word for God).
How does one get to that level?
Once you love God, you go from
a finite type of love to an infinite
type of love. It’s touching another
realm. It is another way of caring.”
Since Bazzi established
that the love should start with
love for God, what is the dif-

is
determined by the level of intimacy one
has with another,” he elaborated.
At this point he much preferred to have an open discussion rather than giving a lecture.
A question from the audience
asks “some say Islam is a religion
of peace, while others say it as a religion of violence, what would you
say to either of those viewpoints?”

being right and starts being wrong?”
Bazzi answers, “We are all
driven to find someone we really
care for. In Islam, in order to complete half of the religion, one must
find a significant other. It is a natural
part of life. To get married, so we are

Photo courtesy of Students for Islamic Awareness.

geared towards that. But, in Islam
there is a system one must abide by,
such as lowering the gaze. One indecent act could potentially damage
ones personality. In the end, a person must ask the question of “who
made it halal?” in terms of halal dating. Is it society? Understanding the
law is the first step, and the law aims
to protect you not to restrict you.”
“Love
has a positive
connotation
while lust has
a
negative
connotation.
The way the lust factor works is as
if standing on a ledge of a tall building, and there is a point where you
start to tip forward; there is moment
there where you go from control to
no control. People in our community want to preserve their dignity,
thus halal dating is a door; controlling how open or closed the door is
relies on the person,” he continued.
“What is your opinion on
what some people perceive that
there is God’s conditional love
vs. unconditional love?” asked
a member from the audience.
“Since God is in the absolute

“Love is something innate within
all of us, for oneself or for others.”
“Generalizing and blaming the
entire religion based on the actions
of one is wrong, the prophet himself
was always taking a defensive position, when it comes to the battles he
fought. The words “sharia” and “terrorist” have been glued to the word
Muslim. From a general perspective, there is a completely different
reality than what has been portrayed
in the media,” Bazzi responded.
Another member of the audience
discussed the issue of dating in Islam. “Where do you draw the line in
terms of “halal dating” (permissible
dating)? Where does something stop

perfection, he is completely independent and infinite. Relative perfection is for us. God is outside of
the human dimension when it comes
to love. That gives him the attribute of absolute and He is always
accepting of you. He is all encom-

passing, that is how
his unconditional love is defined.”
A member of the audience was curious on a verse in the Quran that says
Allah does not love the unbelievers.
So who does he love or doesn’t love?
Bazzi answers with utmost confidence, “Love can come through
punishment; punishment is a source
of love. Restriction is a protection
factor and that comes out of love.
The unbeliever is a person that has
removed himself from God completely, they are completely independent. When the truth is, no one
can be absolutely independent; we
depend on the air for example. Only
God is absolutely independent. In
terms of context, the verse refers to
God’s justice rather than god’s love.
Because the love is always there.”
A person from the audience
further elaborated on that by saying, “There is a fine line between
loving your creation and loving
their actions. God disapproves of
a certain action, does not mean
he dislikes his creation. He loves
all his creations nonetheless.”
Bazzi continued, “There is a
notion that God must love everything; however, it isn’t really logical and the system doesn’t work
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Season slipping away from men’s basketball after split

Ricky Lindsay/MJ

Brandon Cole looks on during UM-Dearborn’s loss to Siena Heights in January. Cole scored the game-winning point vs. Lawrence Tech on Wednesday and scored 11 points against Madonna Saturday.
By JERAMY STOVER
Staff Reporter
@JStover96

After erasing a 16-point
deficit in last Saturday’s win
against Lourdes, the University of Michigan-Dearborn
men’s basketball team had
gained the momentum it needed to make a late season push
for the playoffs.
But after splitting a pair of
conference games last week,
the light at the end of the tunnel is starting to look very dim.
The Wolverines defeated
Lawrence Tech in double
overtime on Wednesday, 7169. On Saturday, UM-Dearborn traveled to Madonna
where it fell victim to the Crusaders, 66-57.
The Blue Devils led UMDearborn by one after the first
half. Jason Penn already had
totaled seven points and seven
rebounds for the Wolverines.

Balazs Juhasz made a layup with 11 seconds left in the
first half to get the lead within
a baskets reach going into the
final half.
With the game tied at 51,
Penn threw down a dunk that
catapulted his team into the
lead with 2:37 to play.
With the Wolverines up by
one with two seconds left, Jon
Harden knocked down a free
throw to send the game into
overtime.
In the second overtime
Harden would come through
in the clutch yet again. Paul
Standtke made a free throw
with 25 seconds left to give his
team a three point lead.
But with just 10 seconds
left Harden would knock
down three free throws to
force a second overtime.
With 14 seconds left and
the game tied, UM-Dearborn
coach Taylor Langley called

a timeout to give his team instructions.
The timeout paid off as
Brandon Cole made a lay-up
with two seconds left to give
the Wolverines a two point
win.
On Saturday, the Wolverines made the short trip to Madonna in hopes to complete
the season sweep.
Jamiel Strickland scored 11
of his 18 points in the first half,
including the Wolverines’ last
four points of the half.
Madonna would knock
down four triples in the first
half that would give it the lead
going into the locker room 3529.
UM-Dearborn would start
the second half looking good.
The Wolverines scored on
consecutive possessions to
start the half including a Penn
dunk.
But then the game would

Women’s basketball trounced by
Lawrence Tech, Madonna

seem downhill from there.
Madonna would go on a 12-1
run near the middle of the half.
During this stretch UM-Dearborn would go on a 4:05 scoring drought.
Penn would end the scoreless streak on a lay-up, but
after the Wolverines would
go scoreless again for another
three minutes.
By the time the Wolverines would find their offensive
stride again the game would
be out of reach.
The Crusaders would hit
their largest lead of the night
when Khalil Malone knocked
down a two point shot to give
Madonna an 18 point lead.
The Wolverines would claw
back to bring the lead down to
its final resting place of 66-57.
“It wasn’t our best game,
we just had some easy points
we missed on the boards, got
to make some easy ones, got

to come up with the ball when
it’s really needed,” said Strickland. “That’s the main thing
we could’ve played better I
expect a lot from our team.”
Cole would finish with 11
points and five rebounds while
Penn ended the game totaling
eight points and 11 rebounds.
The noticeable difference
in the two teams’ plays was the
will to win. Madonna dominated getting to the loose ball.
Many of the 50-50 balls would
be scooped up by a Crusader.
Langley was displeased in
the way his team played. He
noted that the difference in
the second half was that Madonna played harder and more
together than the Wolverines.
“I’m just disappointed, our
guys had a monumental opportunity to come through and
show the type of character that
they’ve created for themselves
and we just didn’t,” Langley

said. “We just have to keep
playing it one game at a time
and hope for the best.”
Gage Throgmorton, who
contributed with nine points,
explained that the main thing
his team needs to work on is
the one thing you can’t practice.
“At this point in the season, we know all the plays,
we know each other, we
know what to do, at this point
it’s just all hustle, it’s heart,”
Throgmorton said.
With just one week left in
the season the Wolverines
have two games left to try and
make the playoffs.
They play Indiana Tech
at home on Wednesday, Feb.
18, which will also be Senior
Night. Then they travel to
Concordia on Saturday, Feb.
21.

By HANNAH GENIG
Staff Reporter

After a great win against Lourdes on Feb. 7, the University of Michigan-Dearborn women’s basketball team (4-24, 2-18 WHAC) traveled to Lawrence Tech and Madonna University, coming up short
in both games.
Lawrence Tech (12-11, 10-9 WHAC) defeated the Wolverines 80-60 on Feb. 11. Excellent shooting performances by seniors Jalissa Williams and Courtney Teets allowed for a small point difference
throughout the game and put crucial points on the board. This powerful duo scored 31 and 15 points,
respectively.
Despite the final score, the Wolverines did a good job of rebounding and maintaining possession of
the ball, throwing off their opponent’s rhythm. However, the Blue Devils brought their best game and
swept the floor with a high shooting percentage and an aggressive defense that could not be broken.
Later in the week, on Feb. 14, the Wolverines headed to Madonna to take on the third-highest
ranked team in the Wolverine-Hoosier Athletic Conference. The Wolverines held their own and played
an aggressive game against the tough opponent, but fell to the Crusaders 80-58.
Madonna (17-9, 16-4 WHAC) implemented a solid offense that was impossible to stop, with an
impressive 50 percent shooting average in the second half. The Crusaders were on fire with consistent
three-point shooting, as well as strong rebounding and turnovers, with 10 steals on the Wolverines.

Softball eyes league championship,
nationals bid in 2015

By HANNAH GENIG
Staff Reporter

Hard work, determination and improvement are
just some of the aspects of the University of Michigan-Dearborn softball team that will make them
the team to fear this season.
Things are looking up for the Wolverines, as
they finished with a 19-28 record last year, nearly

tripling the amount of games won compared to past
seasons. With the help of a strong coaching staff
and an array of talented athletes, the outlook of this
season is better than ever.
In his second season as head coach, Scott Combs
is not only hoping for the best, he’s expecting it.
“We plan to win the league and go to nationals. That’s our goal and has been since last year,”

Ricky Lindsay/MJ

Notable performances include Marisa Suave with 10 points and 14 rebounds, as well as Jalissa Williams with 27 points and four blocks. Andrea Collins also added nine points and four steals.
UM-Dearborn wraps up its season by hosting Indiana Institute of Technology on Feb. 18, then traveling to Concordia University on Feb. 21.
Combs said.
Combs believes that seniors Kayla Goodwin,
Brittany Webb, Jessie Thueme, and Lindsay Taylor
will provide great team leadership and make big
contributions to the team’s success, because in addition to being great players, “they know the league
and the system and are at the end of their careers
with hopes to go out with a bang.”
Junior Valerie Bertani had the highest batting
average of the team for the 2014 season and will
remain a strong asset for the Wolverines, as well
as junior Samantha Zarins with her high fielding
percentage of .988.
With a unique team this year, consisting of a

mixture of ages and experiences, Combs is expecting a different team dynamic. This new dynamic
will produce more competition for playing time,
more depth and hopefully more wins.
As the start of the season is just around the corner, the Wolverines are preparing to see good competition in teams like Madonna and Davenport,
who generally rank first and second in the league
every year. However, this year, Combs plans to
“jump up and surprise them.”
The Wolverines head to Florida on Feb. 24 to
begin their spring training and kick off the start of
their season.
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Jeff McFarland (center) is carried off the ice by teammates during UM-Dearborn’s outdoor game vs. Oakland on Jan. 4, 2015.

What hurts the most

By RICKY LINDSAY
Sports Editor
@RLindz35

The long-awaited pretest has arrived.
But not all of the class
could show up.
The University of Michigan-Dearborn
hockey
team enters this season’s
Great Lakes Collegiate
Hockey League tournament facing the worst re-

ality for a team hoping to
win it all: a bad case of
the injury bug.
Since their six-game
winning streak came to an
end on Jan. 16, the Wolverines — once primed
for a trip to Cleveland
for the ACHA National
Tournament — sputtered
to season’s end thanks to
nine injured players in
February.
Rather than someone
arms ready for awards,
the Wolverines look more
like a car manufacturer at
the Auto Show as the prequel to its treasure looms
— they’ve unveiled the
next best thing, but the
real prize is another year

away.
And it’s a damn shame.
It really is, because this
team came together nicely
following a spell of adversity in October.
The Wolverines surprised even myself and,
although
there
were
stretches of less-thanmemorable moments, this
season was one for the
ages. At times, it was like
the United State’s transition into the Industrial
Revolution;
something
special, something unforetold, was brewing,
and fast.
UM-Dearborn obliterated Oakland outdoors at
Clark Park and won its

first season series vs. the
Grizzlies in program history. The Wolverines won
the Great Lakes Showcase
and topped Davenport on
the road the first time in
program history as well.
Two freshmen emerged
as superstars that could
carry the Wolverines to
the promised land. And
that’s even before the
phenom was eligible to
take the ice in January.
But with all the good
this season brought to
UM-Dearborn, what ifs
will remain, and they’ll
sting. Like the themes
in Rascal Flatt’s mid2000s hit, “What hurts the
most.”
Here’s an excerpt from
the song’s chorus. It’s a
classic country love song,

but feel free to replace
that theme with the ACHA
National Tournament.
What hurts the most
was being so close
And having so much to
say
And watching you walk
away
And never knowing
what could’ve been
All hope for a bid to
Nationals is not lost. UMDearborn was ranked 20th
in the nation Feb. 13, and
as long as it doesn’t fall
following a split vs. Eastern Michigan, the hunt remains on.
But at this point, the
Wolverines would have to
work wonders as a three
seed in a top-heavy conference tournament.
Trying to defeat Adrian,

Ricky Lindsay/MJ

who could very well hoist
a national championship
trophy in mid-March if
juggernaut Arizona State
departed for the NCAA a
year earlier, would be like
the United States vs. Soviet Union in 1980. The
Bulldogs were near the
top of the nation’s pack
and lost four games this
season, including an overtime defeat to the Wolverines in October.
UM-Dearborn’s
goal
before the season was
to claim a big, national championship ring in
Cleveland.
If the road goes through
Adrian, it’ll take a miracle.
A thing the Wolverines
and 1980 United States
team, know all too well.

Hockey collapses in
opener, splits series
with Eastern Michigan
By ERICK LEHMAN
Staff Reporter
@ELehman29

The struggles the University of Michigan-Dearborn
hockey team encountered
in the second semester continued Friday night at the
Fieldhouse against Eastern
Michigan University.
What started out as a
promising looking game
quickly turned into yet another disappointment.
UM-Dearborn took a 2-0
lead into the third period before allowing four goals in
the final 11 minutes of the
game. The final goal, serving as the dagger in a 4-3
series-opening loss, came
with just under 30 seconds
remaining.
“We were fine; they just
battled harder in third and
played all three zones,”
UM-Dearborn head coach
Chris Haltinner said after
Friday night’s game. “They
played hard in the third, and
they got the win.”
The Wolverines were led
offensively by junior Ryan
Kelly. Kelly had one goal

and one assist on the night.
Freshman phenom Andrei
Novikov netted his first collegiate goal and added an
assist.
The offense for the Wolverines appeared after struggling to score goals in previous weeks, but it was the
defense on Friday that was
the issue.
“We didn’t win the puck
battles, we didn’t win in our
defensive zone,” Haltinner
said. “It’s tough with the defenseman we have because
we only have four, we struggled all game.”
Senior Jeremy Klotz
opened up the scoring for
the Wolverines with about
six minutes remaining in the
first period on an assist from
Ryan Urso.
UM-Dearborn also received two points from
James Marchese, he had two
assists in his second to last
home game as a member of
the Wolverines.
The Eagles tied the game
with 8:32 remaining in regulation and would not settle
for just that.

Ricky Lindsay/MJ

Andrei Novikov takes a shot against Oakland on Jan. 23. Novikov scored his first-career goal vs. Eastern Michigan on Friday.

After a stoppage of play
following numerous Wolverine scoring chances, the
teams took a face-off in the
Wolverine zone.
After initially winning
the draw, the Wolverines
quickly turned the puck over
to Eastern Michigan, and
a quick snap shot over the
shoulder of goaltender Dave
Bryant gave the Eagles the
lead.
“We won the draw then
we turned it over, he beat
the defenseman and scored,”
Bryant said. “I had no time

to react.”
Bryant made 33 saves on
37 shots on the night and
had a shutout going into
mid-way through the third
period.
“I thought I battled the
whole game,” Bryant said.
“That’s my forte, I’m more
comfortable if I’m battling.”
The
common
theme
amongst players and coaches was reiterating that the
team has to play in all three
zones. Injuries to the Wolverine defenseman had the
team playing with only four

healthy defenseman by the
end of the game Friday.
“We didn’t play 40 minutes, and we only played
two zones, that’s on us,”
Klotz said. “It’s hard to keep
going all out when you’re
short guys, but that’s why
we skated in September, we
gotta fight through it, it’s on
us.”
The Wolverines were
able to rebound on Saturday
night, winning 7-3 on the final regular season game this
season and the final home
game for the senior class.

Seniors Jeremy Klotz and
Jimmy Marchese were able
to net goals in their final
game played on the UMDearborn Fieldhouse ice.
Marcus
McSweeney,
Michael Payne, Novikov,
Kelly, and Nate Merchak all
scored in the game for UMDearborn.
The Wolverines will now
compete in the Great Lakes
Collegiate Hockey League
conference tournament at
Battle Creek, Mich. to close
out the season.
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Stephanoff’s transition to net blossoming in 2015
Photo courtesy of Indira Cabello

David Stephanoff (16), pictured last season against Toledo, is making the transition to goaltender this season after two years playing attack and midfield. He is replacing former goaltender Sean Walsh.
By STEVE ROBENAULT
Staff Reporter

No matter the sport, some athletes learn one position and stick to it their entire career. Though to
some, like University of Michigan-Dearborn junior David Stephanoff, switching positions is a challenge worth pursuing.
After playing lacrosse for six years, Stephanoff will be UM-Dearborn’s goaltender this season.
As goalie for the lacrosse team it is his job to anchor the defense. Not an easy task when opposing
players are trying to hurl balls into the net behind him at speeds in excess of 80 mph.
According to his coaches though, Stephanoff has handled the change well.
“He’s responded in probably the best way possible ... He took ownership of it,” assistant coach Mike
Wagner said. “It turns out he’s come to us and said he’s interested in playing goalie next year. He’s very
coachable... I have all the confidence in the world.”
These words of encouragement seem all the more impressive given that the UM-Dearborn lacrosse
program had not planned on Stephanoff playing goalie at the start of the season.
Originally, the Wolverines wanted to recruit a goalie to fill the shoes of Sean Walsh, who lost eligibility after the previous year. But when that plan fell through, the coaches asked Stephanoff if he’d be
willing to fill the net for them.
“I was a goalie in hockey for a few years, I mean it was kind of a natural thing for me. I love the
position,” he said.
Wagner echoed these thoughts too.
“We failed to recruit a goalie over the summer, and the options were limited,” he said. “We knew that
David played a little bit in high school, so we asked him if he could be a stop gap for us.”
As it would turn out, Stephanoff has been more than just a cork in the top of a bottle. In UM-Dearborn’s six preseason games, he allowed a total of 45 goals with a 7.5 goals-allowed ratio over that span.
During that same stretch, the Wolverines scored 57 goals, leading to a 5-1 record.
Stephanoff hasn’t just stepped in to his role, he’s embraced it and excelled beyond expectations.
After these strong performances, his teammates recognize and appreciate his commitment as well.

“David went from not knowing how to play... to being a pretty good goalie... one of the best goalies
I think we’ve had in a long time,” teammate Andy Lochmann said. “He’s come a long way in a really
short time.”
There’s no reason to expect the team’s success will not continue with Stephanoff between the pipes.
However, his switch to goalie may never have occurred if he hadn’t made another change earlier. After playing hockey for 11 years, some of his friends convinced him to try lacrosse since the two sports
have similar styles and many guys enjoy playing both.
“After playing my first game I fell in love with it and ended up quitting hockey entirely,” he said.
Certainly that was a decision that has paid multiple dividends.
Once enrolled at UM-Dearborn, he met Dane Haskin, the current captain of the lacrosse team. The
two talked for awhile and shortly after, Stephanoff officially joined the squad. The following two seasons he played attack. It wasn’t until the beginning of this season that the cards fell into place to allow
him to take full control of the goalie position.
While still attempting to learn a few aspects of goalie, Stephanoff plans on improving in any way
possible.
“[I’d like] to keep my save percentage somewhere between 50 and 60 percent, which in lacrosse is
a really good save percentage. I’m hoping to be able to quarterback the defense the way I’m expected
to,” he said.
Even the physical attributes of the position at times can be difficult.
“You got a little white ball flying at you... it’s difficult to see and you got to be able to react fast
enough,” he said.
Based on the results this season and comments from his coaches and teammates, Stephanoff should
have little problem reaching his goals and maturing as a leader for the team.
Wagner agrees Stephanoff has a few hurdles to jump, but sees no reason why he can’t become the
player they all think he can be.
“He’ll stand out as one of our best goalies in program history, the way that he’s going right now,”
said Wagner.

Lacrosse opens in North Carolina, face tough test in CCLA Central
By RYAN PETRAS
Staff Reporter

The University of Michigan-Dearborn lacrosse team
is getting ready to start the
2015 season.
After the program’s first
ever playoff appearance in
2013, the team fell just short
of clinching a playoff berth
last season.
Failure has created motivation for this Wolverine squad
and now the team looks to
continue its momentum off a
successful winter season.
“Our goal is to make it
back to the CCLA playoffs
and compete for a conference
championship,” said UMDearborn head coach Jason
Watts.
The team will start the
season off in North Carolina,
taking on UNC-Charlotte and
Davidson. In the previous two
seasons, the team has started
their season in St. Louis.
In addition to those games,
the team has two more nonconference matchups in Chicago against Wheaton College and Lewis University.
The
Wolverines
beat
Wheaton 10-8 in last year’s
matchup and the Lewis la-

crosse program is brand new.
This year offers the most
non-conference games the
Wolverines have ever had.
“As in years past we always look to back load our
schedule with our conference
games,” said Watts. “The goal
is to get as many tough games
and different looks in as possible before our conference
games hit.”
UM-Dearborn is apart of
the Central Collegiate Lacrosse Association (CCLA)
Division-II Central Conference. The conference has four
other teams: Oakland, Siena
Heights, Lourdes, and Lawrence Tech.
Watts believes that they
may play in the toughest conference in the MCLA.
With only four conference
games on the schedule, each
one will play a critical role for
the Wolverines playoff push.
Division winners get an automatic qualifier into the playoffs.
The Wolverines are no
strangers to their conference
foes.
“We have established rivalries with Oakland, Lawrence
Tech, and Siena Heights over

the years, and now all three
are in our region.” said Watts.
Last year, the Wolverines
went 1-3 in their division,
losing to Lourdes, Siena
Heights, and Oakland. Their
win was against Northwood,
who went winless during the
2014 season.
The Wolverines take on
Northwood in their first home
game.
One of the toughest matchups for the Wolverines will be
Lourdes, who beat them 20-6
last year.
The Gray Wolves had an
impressive season last year,
going 11-3 and finishing 20th
in the nation.
The Wolverines will look
to get revenge on Oakland,
who beat them on the final
game of the year, 8-6. Oakland went 3-7 overall with a
2-2-conference record.
The Wolverines last two
games in the season could
decide if they can make the
playoffs again.
They will clash with division foes Lawrence Tech and
Siena Heights.
Lawrence Tech went 7-4
last season with a perfect
4-0-conference record and Si-

ena Heights went 6-7 with a
3-1 conference record.
The Wolverines and Lawrence Tech share the same
home field, but the Wolverines will be considered the
visiting team at the Detroit
Country Day Fieldhouse.
The regular season will
conclude with a home game
against Siena Heights.
“Siena Heights could have
big playoff implications as
the last game of the regular
season,” said Watts. “We lost
to Siena Heights last season
in heartbreaking fashion on
the road.”
Last season, the Wolverines had a big lead against
their division foe before Siena Heights took advantage
of a penalty and completely
turned the momentum of the
match. The Saints won the
game 12-8.
The Wolverines know that
the road to the playoffs won’t
be an easy one, but Watts believes his team can accomplish their goal.
“We will have our work cut
out for us but plan to leave everything on the field when all
is said and done,” said Watts.

Lacrosse
Schedule
March 28 vs. Lourdes

Feb. 21 @ UNC-Charlotte

March 29 vs. Toledo

Feb. 22 @ Davidson

April 4 @ Oakland

March 14 vs. Saginaw Valley

April 12 @ Aquinas

March 21 @ Wheaton

April 15 @ Lawrence Tech

March 22 @ Lewis

April 19 vs. Siena Heights

