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Sexual assault on
campus raises concerns

By Amber Ainsworth
Staff Writer

Last Wednesday a public
safety advisory was issued
to all students and University of Michigan-Dearborn
employees, following a sexual assault that occurred on
campus Monday, March 23.
A female student reported that a male hugged and
fondled her inappropriately
around 2 p.m. This happened
between the institute for Advanced Vehicle Systems and
the northeast side of the Mardigian Library. The suspect
is described as a black male
between the ages of 25 and
30, who has a beard and thin
build. He may drive a newer
model of a red Ford Taurus.
UM-Dearborn police responded to the incident by
sending out a campus wide
email alert the morning after the incident was reported. In addition to describing
what occurred and providing identifying details of the

suspect, the email concluded with information about
sexual assaults and tips on
how students can protect
themselves. Students are reminded to always be aware
of their surroundings and
utilize the blue light emergency phones around campus if they feel threatened.
Campus police are currently investigating the report. Any information about
the assault can be reported
to UM-Dearborn Police
and Public Safety at 313593-5333. This number has
a dispatcher that is available 24 hours a day, including weekends and holidays.
While UM-Dearborn is
taking the steps to keep students safe while they are on
campus, assaults like the
one that occurred Monday
raise worries about safety
at both UM-Dearborn and
other schools. Campus security is constantly driving
around the property, there

are emergency telephones,
and the campus is well-lit,
but assaults still occur, even
in the middle of the day.
“It makes me feel less
safe that this was able to
happen in a relevantly busy
traffic area in the daytime,”
said student Miranda Karanfili. “We should be able to
come to school and feel
safe, knowing something
like this won’t happen.”
“It could happen anywhere,” added Nick Paron.
He noted that while he feels
that the school does an adequate job at making sure
students are safe, he would
always offer to walk a friend
to their car if they had a
long way to go at night.
Sexual assaults have been
a hot topic for some time
now, as they are continually
emerging in the media. Local
news outlets have brought
light to the situation as well.
The assaults aren’t as
prominent on UM-Dear-

born’s campus as they are
at other schools, yet this report has been the second one
about sexual assault on campus in the past six months; a
report came of a sexual assault incident that occurred
near the Environmental Interpretive Center in September. This incident also occurred during the daytime.
Despite the incident,
many students still feel
that UM-Dearborn is a safe
campus to be on and don’t
feel
immensely
threatened by the encounter.
Olivia Peruski feels that
UM-Dearborn is a low
risk area for attacks that
is safe for the most part.
“It’s sometimes creepy,”
said Natalie Mrukowicz,
who is often walking on
campus after dark, “but
there’s a lot of security.”

April is Sexual Asault
Awareness Month
•
•
•

•

Nationally, 17.6% of surveyed women and 3% of
surveyed men were raped at some point in their
lifetime.
29.4% of female victims and 16.6% of male victims
were 18 to 24 years old when they were first raped.
Rape prevalence statistics by race/ethnicity illustrate
no statistically significant differences between minority and non-minority women—19% of minority
women and 17.9% of non-minority women reported
a rape at some point in their lifetime.
Among convicted rapists, 99 in 100 are male and 6
in 10 are white (Department of Justice, 1997).
2006 National Violence Against Women Survey from the Department
of Justice

UM-Dearborn Counseling
and Disability Services has
provided the following resources for anyone who has
experienced a sexual assault:

313-583-6445

Counseling and Disability
Services
2157 UC
313-593-5430
Services in the counseling
center are confidential.

National Sexual Assault
Hotline
800.656.HOPE

Women’s Resource Center
2106 University Center

Wayne County SAFE
313-964-9701

University of Michigan
Abuse Hurts website:
www.stopabuse.umich.edu

UMD Campus Police
313.593.5333

OMC maintains Student Government
office for fifth year
2015-2016
Student Government
Newly Elected Executive
Bradley Pischea - President
Sam Parks - Vice-president

Pictured: Senators returning to student government
By Sascha Raiyn
News Editor

The 2015 student government elections were held last week. Students
voted online Wednesday and Thursday. Results were available Friday.
There were no surprises. 27 students
ran for the 25 senate seats, the presidency and vice-presidency. 19 students
were elected to serve again, and 8 students are newly elected. Current vicepresident Bradley Pischea will serve
as president next year. He said in spite
of being pretty much guaranteed a
win, he wishes more students had ran.
“I really do wish it was contested,” Pischea said. “If there’s more
competition, there are more people
out there talking to students and
getting them to vote. There’s more
communication about what we do.”
“We basically do everything,” said
re-elected senator Samantha Holland.
“Everything at least comes through us
so we know about it. I think students

don’t realize that we do so much.”
The student government does two
things. It works with the university
administration as an advocate for students shaping projects on campus.
Senators cite improvements to WIFI
as an example of that kind of work.
“It was awful,” said Holland. “Now
it’s getting better in each building.”
The other kind of project is funded
directly by the student government.
They purchased the water bottle filling
stations found throughout the campus,
for example. Student government also
raised money for equipment and improvements to the Wellness Center.
“When I first started with student
government, I was shocked to see
all the things that we do,” Pischea
said. “ ‘They’re actually coming up
with solutions.’ I was so impressed.”
“Improving parking is one big focus for the near future,” said Holland.
“We’re working with the administration on getting your classes
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up and available,” Holland said.
“Getting the syllabuses up so students know what they’re getting
into before the class even starts.”
Pischea said inclusion – “making sure everyone on campus feels
comfortable,” and advocating for a
more environmentally friendly campus are ongoing priorities. He also
has a personal goal as president.
“I really want to do a better job of connecting to students,”
Pischea said. “As fellow students,
we’re here for you. We want to
make sure your overall experience
at UM-Dearborn is a good one.”
The eight students joining student government are: Rayann Yassine, Deanna Harajli, David Volovskiy, Yasmeen Kadouh, Rosemary
Cruz, Teia McGahey, Dominic
Azzopardi and Claire Dziewicki.
They all ran as candidates for the
One Michigan Coalition (OMC).
Holland was the only candidate on

the ballot and senator in the government who is not a member of the OMC
party. She said that’s not because of a
political or programmatic difference.
“They
just
didn’t
invite me to join,” she said.
Holland said when people
realize there’s only one party, they get a little concerned.
“A lot of people have backlash
for one party running, but they can
run too,” Holland said. “If you don’t
like what’s going on, change it.”
Students can learn more about
student government projects by visiting their website or connecting
with them on social media. General
body meetings are open to students.
“Our office is always open,” Holland said. “Stop in and talk to us.”

Returning Senators
Yasmeen Massiri
Jenan Zeghir
Nour Kadouh
Fatima Abdallah
Nadine Habhab
Nadine Makki
Gonza Lulika
Abeer Yassine
Huda Ismail
Malak Nasser
Mazen Hammoud
Nasri Sobh
Samantha Holland
Ali Rida
Natasha Rao
Josh Joy
Fiana Arbab
Newly Elected Senators
Rayann Yassine
Deanna Harajli
David Volovskiy
Yasmeen Kadouh
Rosemary Cruz
Teia McGahey
Dominic Azzopardi
Claire Dziewicki
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Winter 2015 Commencement Speakers Announced
Sascha Raiyn
News Editor

Winter
commencement
ceremonies for the University
of Michigan-Dearborn class
of 2015 will be held Sunday,
April 26. The College of Business, College of Education,
Health, and Human Services
and the College of Engineering and Computer Science
will hold its ceremony at
10 a.m. The College of
Arts, Sciences and Letters’
ceremony will be held at 3
p.m. Both ceremonies will
take place in the Fieldhouse.
Timothy Leuliette will
give the keynote address for
the morning ceremony. Leuliette is the president and CEO
of the Visteon Corporation.
He has been in the leadership of such corporations as
automotive supplier DURA,
Japanese auto parts manufacturer Asahi Tec Corp., Penske
Corp. and Metaldyne Corp., a
company he co-founded. He
is also a past chairman of the

Detroit Branch of the Federal Reserve Bank of Chicago.
Leuliette was named UMDearborn College of Engineering and Computer Science Alumnus of the Year in
1993. He also received the
Detroit Free Press Automotive
Leadership Award in 2013.
He studied mechanical engineering as an undergraduate
at UM-Dearborn, and business administration at U of
M’s Ross School of Business.
Student Haleigh Sluschewski, alumnus Esteban Cabello and Associate Professor
Bruce Maxim will also speak
during the morning ceremony.
CASL’s
commencement
keynote will be delivered
by City Year co-founder
and CEO Michael Brown.
City Year sends AmeriCorps volunteers to serve for
one year in low-performing
schools across the country.
Volunteers serve as full-time
tutors, mentors and role models for students, working to

increase the graduation rate in
urban communities in 25 cities.
Brown was named one of
America’s Best Leaders by
U.S. News & World Report,
Executive of the Year and one
of the Power and Influence Top
50 by the Nonprofit Times. He
was a recipient of the Reebok Human Rights Award.
Brown served as a legislative assistant to Congressman Leon Panetta and clerk to
Federal Judge Stephen Breyer.
He was a graduate of
Harvard College and Law
School and served as editor
of the Harvard Law Review.
Additional remarks will
be provided by student Benita Robinson, alumna Wendy
Alton and Associate Professor Jorge Gonzalez del Pozo.
UM-Dearborn
Chancellor Daniel Little and Provost
Kate Davy will also provide
commencement
speeches.
Entrance to commence
events
is
restricted to ticket holders.

Micahel Brown (below), CEO and cofounder of City Year will speak at the CASL
graduation ceremony.
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Visteon CEO and UM-Dearborn alum
Timothy Leuliette (above) will speak at the
commencement ceremony for the College
of Business, College of Education,, Health
and Human Services, and the College of
Photos Courtesy of cityyear.org Engineering and Computer Science.
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UM-Dearborn student seeks public office at 19

Photo courtesy of Jewell Jones
By Courtney Morrison
Staff Reporter

Aug. 4 is the primary election day in Inkster and one of the University of Michigan
- Dearborn’s own students, Jewell Jones,
will be on the ballot. At only 19 years old
he will be running for a seat on the Inkster
City Council. He sat down to speak with The
Michigan Journal about his plans for the
election and afterwards.
MJ: Why did you decide to run for councilman?
I’ve been doing quite a lot of community
service and business in the City of Inkster, as
well as other communities growing up. And I
figured I would be able to serve my city in a
greater capacity as a Councilman.
MJ: What are some challenges you face or
think you’ll face if elected?
Unwilling workers. People do a lot of
talking, yet when the time comes to make
some moves, people hastily retreat. However, I will remain positive and I’m sure all
citizens will get on one accord. Additionally,
I’ve heard everyone won’t like you. So, I’m
prepared for that, but it’s all about relationship building, so I plan on being friends with
everyone I encounter - it’s gotten me this far
thus far.

MJ: What would you say to people who
think you are fairly young to be running
for an office?
I just smile and say I’m 19 years old. Nevertheless, do to the condition the youth are in,
in the City of Inkster, with public education
diminished, we need a young person who
can shift paradigms and work as a gateway
between the younger and older generations
to effectively unite us all. Additionally, we
need some fresh faces to represent our City,
as well as people that will be trained to serve.
There is no training for others to come in and
work - the same people have been doing the
job for years, and if they don’t pass on their
experiences, the next wave of officials will
be caught blindsided and will be unable to
step up to plate and do the job, when the time
comes.
MJ: How do you plan to balance your
schooling, the Army ROTC program you
are in, and councilman duties if elected?
Army ROTC is the training program for
future Officers. I’m scheduled for undergrad
graduation in 2017. Upon completion of undergrad, I am to serve the Army; however,
I plan on delaying entry into the service in
order to attend Law School -- roughly three
years -- and finishing out my City Council
term -- four years from 2016 to 2020. Busyness excites me and keeps me out of trouble.

I meditate and pray and I have a solid, and
abundant support system, and God’s been allowing me to balance everything thus far. So,
I believe I will continue doing what I’m doing and everything will fall in place.

“I take something
from everyone I
meet. Everyone has
something to give.”
MJ: What about your consulting business?
My sister and I had (have) a small business doing small jobs, from when we were
younger. As I got older, I decided to go out
on a whim, problem solving. I did it all the
time, like basic advice to people, so then I
began to get paid for it.
Basically, I am a problem solver. And I
do wide-range consulting - so I don’t have
a particular focus. With my small firm, The
Coup Group™, I plan on creating a “onestop-shop” of consultants, in the future. The
business is kind of on the backburner at the
time, due to my schooling, campaign, and

some other areas of my life.
MJ: Do you have any mentors or people
who inspire you?
I have sooo many mentors. I take something from everyone I meet; everyone has
something to give and I just get as much
knowledge as I can. Clergy/ ministers,
Coaches, Professors, Relatives, Statesmen
and Stateswomen, Servicemen and Servicewomen, the man on the corner of the street...
everyone.
MJ: Of all the different things you do,
what are you most passionate about?
I just truly love people. Anything that can
help folks out is what I’m passionate about,
and that’s quite a lot. There’s too much to
name, but I do love art - music, drawing, etc.,
Church, and all that good stuff.
MJ: If elected, where do you see yourself
in five years? What’s next for you?
I see myself finishing up my City Council
term, graduating Law School, and transitioning into my Army service, most likely the
Judge Adjutant General (JAG) Corps, and
possibly continuing my consulting work.
Jones is excited to see what the future
holds for him and says he does what he does
for people. He loves working with people,
and even if he is busy, he is willing to listen
and help anyone achieve their dreams.

Interested in covering campus news, such as Student Government meetings, The Union, or other
events at UM-Dearborn?
Email us at
umd.mj.news@gmail.com
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right all along
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BY SAVANNAH RHEINHART
Editor-in-chief

With my twentythird birthday coming
up, I’ve begun to think
about how things have
changed in my life
since I entered my
twenties. Other than
finally
perfecting
winged liner and realizing that not everything can be a bracelet, the biggest change
is how I see the world
as a woman.
It seems like women have been fighting
for equality since the
beginning of time.
Female slaves were
considered less desirable, a woman who
dressed “provocatively” would never be
taken seriously, and
just now is a female
candidate being taken
seriously for the presidency. Fighting with
men is nothing new to
woman, but fighting
with other women is.
The fight for equality among women has
gotten so cut throat
and mob-like, women
are seeing the only
way to get ahead is
to go after their own
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kind. With social media being so accessible, it’s not uncommon to see women
bad-mouthing other
girls to make themselves look better.
With less competition
between the women,
the better chance they
have among the men.
This tactic has so
many faults and ends
up dividing more
people apart. Despite
what all of the stereotypes say, I’ve learned
how important it is to
support your sisters
over anyone. And that
thinking can be applied to the rest of the
world. Just like sorority sisters, women
are brought together over a common
goal. For women this
goal is to overcome
struggle with men to
gain equality. Going
against each other
only takes away from
that reality and makes
men believe that we
aren’t worth the same.
Just like being an
older sibling makes
you adhere to a higher

set of rules, being a
woman is the same.
Not only do we have
to have twice the experience for a job and
hide any sign of emotions, but our mistakes
will have harsher
consequences. A man
turning in work project late may seem like
an indiscretion. As a
woman, it was incompetence. So while it’s
not fair, we must always hold ourselves to
a higher standard. This
means showing maturity to men that aren’t
showing you the same
and to rise above petty
issues with woman to
focus on the bigger issue.
Being in a sorority
has also taught me that
one or two men standing in a room full of
strong and powerful
women makes them
more nervous than
they’ll ever admit.
Now imagine that on
a larger scale. A group
of women, together,
setting aside any differences, in opinion
to achieve a realistic

and necessary goal.
We’ve all seen how
asinine men can act on
the House floor surrounded by other men.
Imagine how they’d
react to women. We
have had struggles
that men never will
and that passion will
be what saves us from
inequality.
While we all want to
sit around and trash on
Kim K’s newest outfit (really, she needs
to stop letting Kanye
dress her), we should
instead talk positively
Emma Waston being a
Goodwill Ambassador
or Angelina Jolie’s decision to alter her body
for health reasons (although I’m always going to be a Team Jen.)
It’s the support we
have for other female
leaders that will make
.70 to every man’s $1
seem like a thing of
the past. And then we
can get more shoes to
dress better than them,
too.
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All editor positions are open and applications will be
accepted beginning in April.
Send your resume and two writing samples to
themichiganj@gmail.com
or
umd.mj.editorinchief@gmail.com

Procrastination (insert better title later)
BY CODY DRAPER
Staff Writer

A few months ago, I watched a particular
episode of “SpongeBob SquarePants” for the
first time in years. Titled “Procrastination,”
the episode is about SpongeBob procrastinating on writing an essay for his boating
school class, with things getting increasingly
chaotic as he puts off the assignment. While
young Cody enjoyed the episode, as he en-

joyed every episode of “SpongeBob,” its moral went over his tiny, innocent head. Cut to the
present, and I don’t just understand what it is
trying to say. In this particular episode, I am
SpongeBob.
There was a time when I wasn’t a dirty,
filthy procrastinator. I was an excellent student
who did all his homework in a timely manner.
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Screenshot from the Spongebob episode referenced, “Procrastination”

Two things changed that. I got my first laptop, and I went to college. I gained a lot more
freedom and a lot more distractions thanks to
the Internet. Since then, I’ve developed some
extremely unhealthy time management habits.
At my worst moments, I would put off finishing assignments until the night before something was due. Sometimes, I’d even wait until
the actual morning I had to turn it in. Although
I’ve been doing somewhat better recently, the
desire to procrastinate is still there. If I’m not
careful, I can easily relapse.
It was while I was ignoring my necessary
task at hand that I somehow ended up watching “SpongeBob” that day. I didn’t expect to
take anything from it, but honestly I’m not
sure if I’ve ever related so much to any television episode in my life. I could honestly feel
the tension building as SpongeBob’s deadline
grew closer, and his terror was frighteningly
relatable. Procrastination is something that
seems easily avoidable on paper. Just suck it
up and do it, whatever it is. If you are a habitual procrastinator; however, you understand
just how difficult it can be to overcome.
I’d recommend that anyone who’s been in
college or anyone who wants to understand
what procrastination is like should watch this
episode of “SpongeBob.” It captures the feelings of anxiety associated with procrastination

far better than a children’s cartoon has any
right to. You’ll either be amazed (or terrified)
at how well you relate to it, or you’ll learn
something about how procrastination works
and count your blessings that you don’t do it.
Just make sure you watch the original version.
It is a disgrace that Nickelodeon censored part
of this episode; the violence and suggestive
themes present in the omitted scenes are defi-

“Procrastination is something
that seems easily avoidable on
paper. Just suck it up and do it,
whatever it is. If you are a habitual procrastinator; however, you
understand just how difficult it
can be to overcome.”
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BY LAURA SANCHEZ
Opinions Editor

An friend from out-of-town
came to visit me a couple of weeks
ago. She’d never been to Michigan, and like the proud Detroiter
that I am, I was eager to show her
around the city and surrounding areas. It was a tad hard balancing my
busy life at school, a twenty fourhour stomach bug, and my newfound interest in Michigan tour-
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ism, but I somehow made it work,
with the help of coffee and appreciation for my friend and the city.
My friend is extremely smart
and not easily swayed by media’s
depictions of Detroit and Michigan,
so I was glad that I didn’t have to
spend a good chunk of time telling
her that Detroit isn’t as bad as the
media says it is. However, cruising
down Michigan Avenue in Detroit
was such a strange, detached experience, as I tried to observe the street
from a stranger’s eyes. I drive down
Michigan Avenue on a daily basis on
my trek to campus, so I’m so used
to seeing the graffiti and abandoned,

opinions
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Our tour (de)troit
spair about the city; I feel hope and
a sense of renewal, but seeing these
buildings remind me of my fears
surrounding Detroit’s situation.
But then, still cruising down
Michigan Avenue, we got to Downtown Detroit. The juxtaposition is
impressive. Just one mile up, we
have buildings on the verge of falling down. One mile down, we have
tall, glistening, silver buildings, symbols of the richness
and gentrification
in the city. These
buildings are great
and impressive, but
what do they really symbolize in
the grand scheme
of things? We thus
had a fantastic
conversation about gentrification
and urban planning as we continued to walk our way downtown.
We gleefully took the people
mover down to the Renaissance
Center, and I got a chance to point
out several other landmarks: Comerica Park, Ford Field, and Greektown. But my friend wasn’t too interested in those - she was interested
in Detroit’s architecture, which she
pointed out was so intricate and fascinating. She was right. I’d never
really noticed the Art Deco influences on buildings and how they
take you back to the last century. If
you tuned out construction noises,
the fact that we were on a moving

“The juxtaposition is impressive. Just
one mile up, we have buildings on the
verge of falling down. One mile down,
we have tall, glistening, silver buildings,
symbols of the richness and gentrification
in the city. These buildings are great and
impressive, but what do they really symbolize in the grand scheme of things?”
decaying buildings. They don’t really faze me anymore. However, that
week, I got these sudden feelings of
anger as I observed this urban blight,
this decay that’s a symbol of the desperation and despair that so many
feel towards this city. I don’t feel de-

vehicle, and people talking selfies
on their iPhones, you could really
picture Detroit was the roaring city
in the 1950s. To end our journey, we
sat on the steps of the Renaissance
Center and quietly stared at Canada.
We took a spin down to the De-

BY ZAC PALMER
Staff Writer

Clarkson, James May, and Richard
Hammond performed the most outlandish and hysterical stunts one
could perform in a vehicle (not always legal) and gave outstanding
reviews for new cars. The future of
the show is anyone’s guess now, but
there’s no chance that the three that
made “Top Gear” what it is today
will be returning.
You might be asking why he got
fired… Well he decided that it would
be okay to verbally abuse one of the
BBC producers for 30 minutes and
then proceeded to beat on him until
somebody managed to pull him off.
The prevailing reason for what provoked him was the fact that they had
just gotten back from an entire day
of filming the show, and his dinner
wasn’t ready for him.
If that doesn’t sound like a ridiculous incident to you then I’m not
sure what is. Clarkson has traditionally been somewhat short-tempered
and always pushed the boundaries of
what was professional, and at some
points, legal. He has been the opposite of politically correct, and the
BBC have had to put him on probation because of past incidents. However, that’s also a bit of what made
the show so exciting. You never
knew what was going to happen,
because these guys were just out of
their mind crazy.
Unfortunately, Clarkson was having a particularly terrible day, and he
took his anger out on a rather important person (Oisin Tymon, BBC Producer). The BBC concluded in their

troit Institute of Arts another day
and saw the priceless Van Goghs,
Degas, and of course, Rivera’s impressive mural. The DIA is one of
my favorite Detroit gems, and I’m
so glad that people genuinely appreciate the vastness and importance of this art institute, especially
now that we passed the bankruptcy
scare. However, one of my favorite
exhibits that day wasn’t the traditional Van Gogh self-portrait or Degas’ ballerinas; it was a photography
exhibit called “Photographs from
Detroit Walk-In Portrait Studio”
by Corine Vermeulen. This exhibit
showed portraits of Detroit citizens, depicting their daily struggles
and their engagement to the city. It
was such a great exhibit, and one
of my favorite parts was the guestbook aspect. People were expected
to answer, “What do you see happening in Detroit?” and “What does
it mean to the city?” The book was
full, and the answers ranged from
positive, hopeful images of their
Detroit, to more realistic critiques of
the city, and of course, the negative
comments that make one’s stomach
curl up from the written ignorance.
Our tour de Troit continued at the
Heidelberg Project a couple of days
later, as I drove ourselves to the East
Side. I’m just glad that I didn’t get
into an accident getting there - I’m
probably not the best person to be
in the driver’s seat. For those who
aren’t familiar with it, this project
is an outdoor art project that is supposed to inspire community and energy into the Detroit community. It’s
famous because of its multi-colored
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The polka-dot house at the Heidelburg Project.

streets, houses, community involvement, and strong encouragement of
the arts. We walked along the neighborhood in eerie silence. It seemed so
lonely at first - lots of empty houses,
lone figurines like random, floating
shoes, and remnants of burned down
houses made it seem like we were
at the scene of an apocalypse. Later
on, we felt more included in the environment, as more people started to
approach the neighborhood, and we
began to interact with this outdoor
art exhibit. It’s inspirational to realize the momentum it has at the moment - inspiring thousands of tourists
who visit the exhibit each year, and
its strong portrayal and commentary
of contemporary Detroit. Take the
exhibit as you wish - it doesn’t have
a singular, unilateral meaning. It has
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multiple, and what I took from it was
the beauty of community organizing
and art as a strong force to unite all.
I also exposed my friend to the
delights of Arabic food, an independent movie theater called Cinema
Detroit in the Cass Corridor, the
kingdom of used books at John King
bookstore, the hipster-ness of Great
Lakes Coffee in Midtown, the wildly green St. Patrick’s Day parade
at Corktown, the typical journey to
a coney island at 6 a.m., and wandering about my own corner of the
universe, Mexicantown. I can write
paragraphs and paragraphs about
Mexicantown and its wondrous, ethnically diverse nature, but I’ll just
stick to praising the community involvement in Southwest Detroit (as
well as recommending the myriad
of taco trucks in the neighborhood).
That week was such an eyeopening retreat. Of course I know
Detroit, as I live and breathe it every single day, as I rack my brain
as to how to get involved in more
and more ways in the city. But I feel
as if I saw the city through a set of
different lens - through a more analytical, yet tourist-y set of bifocals.
I rediscovered how the city has
so much to offer, yet so much to
achieve. It’s important to not only
acknowledge the city’s downfalls,
but its potential. I’m just grateful for the opportunity to do it all.

Gearheads unite in solidarity

Huge and heartbreaking news
has been coming out of Great Britain this past week (and no, it’s not
about Zayn Malik). That’s right, it’s
something even more important and
monumental than a One Direction
singer leaving the band.
Jeremy Clarkson has been fired
from the motoring show, “Top Gear.”
His contract has been terminated by
the BBC, and he will no longer be
a part of this wildly popular series.
Petrol-heads around the world, like
myself, are in grieving as their favorite TV personality has been taken
off the air.

“Clarkson has traditionally been somewhat short-tempered and always pushed the
boundaries...He has been
the opposite of politically
correct, and the BBC have
had to put him on probation
because of past incidents.
However, that’s also a bit of
what made the show so exciting.”
Clarkson had been one of three
presenters on the show since 1988,
and his absence leaves a void in every automobile enthusiast’s heart.
Watching “Top Gear” is an almost
religious experience for many in the
motoring world. The trio: Jeremy

investigation that he had behaved in
a way that they do not approve of,
and they decided to let him go. To
have such an unfortunate ending to
what was one of the most popular
shows on television (350 million
worldwide viewers) is truly sad and
makes me wish it happened in another way.
However much I would still like
him to be on television, I’m forced
from a moral standpoint to agree
with the logic of the BBC’s decision. Just because you’re Jeremy
Clarkson does not give you the right
to throw punches at somebody without repercussions. Rules must be
followed and heads must roll in the
entertainment business.
BBC’s ratings have already
dipped and public support for this
decision is non-existent, especially
in Great Britain. Before the announcement, a petition to bring Jeremy back from his former suspension
while the incident was being investigated, reached one million signatures. To more effectively make their
point, the petition was delivered to
BBC Headquarters with a tank.
That, is petrol-head dedication right
there. All was for naught though,
as the future of “Top Gear” hangs
in the balance. And in the words of
Jeremy Clarkson, “On that bombshell… This article has ended.”

Photo courtesy of wikipedia.org

Jeremy Clarkson, recently fired from “Top Gear”

“Just because you’re Jeremy Clarkson does not give you the right to throw punches
at somebody without repercussions. Rules must be followed and heads must roll in the
entertainment business.”

March 31, 2015
Vol. XLIV, No. 21

The Michigan Journal/6

Arts & Entertainment
Hop Cat

BY STEVE ROBENAULT
Staff Writer

Not that long ago Detroit was considered a
barren relic. The automotive juggernaut was a
shell of its former self and its collapse buried
most of what little jobs still remained. Even
now as the city attempts to navigate out of
bankruptcy many questions remain. However,
in much the same way factory workers rose
up during the forties and built the city into an
urban metropolis, a new revolution of bars,
restaurants and entertainment venues are doing their part to fuel the rebirth of the dirty D.
If the never-ending construction along
Woodward Ave is enough to keep you away
from downtown Detroit, consider Hop Cat the
reason to bring you back. Located conveniently near the Wayne State district and across
the street from the popular Garden Bowl and
Majestic Theater, Hop Cat separates itself by
blending an inviting atmosphere and personal
intimacy that is often hard to accomplish. The
U-shaped bar allows for more stools without
taking away much floor space. Following this
mixture formula, the decor features generally
darker, natural colors and conventional patterns alongside exposed brick and mortar, a
nod to the industrial roots of the motor city.
Overall, each aspect of Hop Cat seems well
planned but not over managed. Customers

are seated conventionally but reservations are
never accepted. There is also separate Wifi for
customers and staff, a very thoughtful addition.
Perhaps the
best
feature
though, is the
attached Huma
Room, the upstairs
venue
which offers an
eclectic list of
performers such
as Pigeons Playing Ping Pong
or J Roddy
Walston & The
Business. Bands
like these usually play on Friday and Saturday
nights.
Sunday evenings are reserved for The Drunken Retort, an open mic event featuring performers from Grand Rapids, the birthplace of
the original establishment. Every Wednesday
more bands perform under the sponsorship of
Grand Circus Media. Even the music piped in

downstairs ranges from motown hits to groovy
hip hop or a few upbeat electronic tunes.
As any hip bar knows Craft beer is the
money maker these days and Hop Cat certainly goes beyond
what many other places would
consider sufficient. Their
beer selection
is a menu onto
itself, literally.
There are hundreds of choices in addition
to 30 local favorites.
The
names are almost as unique
as the beers
Photo courtesy of wxyz.com
themselves.
There’s Zombie Killer, Vanderghinste Oud Bruin and the
Belgian-style dark strong lager Grand Cruz.
If your mouth isn’t full pronouncing these
drinks it definitely will be with food. The typical groups of appetizers, french fries, burgers,
and sandwiches are listed; however, each en-

try is re-worked with varying ingredients and
spices. For instance, the olive burger incorporates swiss and blue cheese with an olive spear
(duh!) and topped with thousand island dressing.
Certainly the ingredients may seem like ordinary household kitchen finds but the beauty,
like the rest of the restaurant, lies in its purposed pairings. There’s even a brunch menu.
Hop Cat strives for originality, but creates an
identity that simultaneously honors past traditions while offering contemporary changes to
add spice. Even a few of the food descriptions
provide a little laugh. As portraits of legendary
figures like Bob Seger and Diana Ross smile
on the patrons, the electricity of Detroit flows
strongly through this new installment like a
speeding Mustang.
The original Hop Cat opened in 2008 and
since then has spread across the mitten to
Ann Arbor, East Lansing and Detroit. Broad
Ripple, Indiana and Madison, Wisconsin also
boast establishments. For more information
about any restaurant or to see a calendar of
events go to hopcat.com. But until you actually sit down and order a Ghettoblaster and
Crack Fires, Hop Cat’s true value will elude
you like a back alley cat on Canfield Street.

The Picture of Summer

BY MONICA SABELLA
A&E Editor

The sounds of the ocean, the smell of the salty waves as
they crash against the shore, the steady pulse of the surf. The
seagulls crying in the distance, their haunting sound makes
you to wonder if they are searching for a lost soul or possibly
a last French fry. All these memories and sounds are awakened
by the art of Peter Taylor Quidley.
A Boston native, Quidley was primarily a self taught artist,
taking a few drawing classes in college. According to quidley.

Photos courtesy of quidley.com

BY AMBER AINSWORTH
Staff Writer

Whether you’re headed to a Tigers game
or leaving a show at The Fillmore, Hot Taco
is the go-to spot for a quick bite to eat while
downtown.
Located on Park Street just behind the Fox
Theatre, Hot Taco is within walking distance
of the Fox, The Fillmore and Comerica Park.
It’s also just a few blocks from Ford Field
and the Masonic Temple. I was introduced to
the hole-in-the-wall joint last summer, and I
make it a point to eat there every time I am in
Detroit. It’s a fast-food style taco eatery that
tastes far better than any fast-food Mexican
food I have ever had.
From the outside, Hot Taco is small and
nearly hidden aside from a sign. Inside, the establishment is not much bigger than it looks
on the outside. There are several tables and

com, Quidley worked as a combat photographer in Vietnam
as well as filmed news in Boston, Florida, and Saudi Arabia. It may possibly be due to his exposure in these circumstances which lend a narrative sort of style to his paintings.
One critic commented, “The first thing you notice about
Peter Quidley’s oil paintings is the shimmering, lustrous
character of light which seems to radiate from the inside
out, as if each picture is infused with its own individual incandescence.”
Quidley uses a careful technique, grinding some of the
pigments he uses as well as taking care in choosing the particular frames. Afterwards, gilding these in gold leafing. As
a final touch, the painter attaches the brushes he used in
creating the masterpiece. Due to this process, he is only able
to create eight to 12 paintings a year.
He captures the innocence, fun and simplistic joy of the
sweet summer time in both his scenic paintings of the seaside
and picturesque garden scenes. From the early morning strolls
to a man fishing at dusk, each is depicted clearly, with a story
connected to every character.
Quidley’s art is both beautiful and breathtaking. His models
are dressed plainly, erasing all trace of time. Years are irrelevant, centuries fade. He lets the painting tell the story, allowing
space to connect with his audience. The expression seen on the

Hot Taco
Restaurant Review

bar stools against the window that give a view
of the street while eating. The kitchen can be
seen from the counter where orders are placed.
The simple but spectacular menu is shown
on a chalkboard hanging above the counter,
with the food written in bold colors. There is
always some catchy music playing, the most
notable being video game music from classic
games like Super Mario.
For a meal, dinners have the choice of
tacos or burritos. Many tacos come in a three
for six deal. Small, the tacos are good for a
quick bite, while the overflowing burritos are
ideal for filling up (and having some left over
for next time). One taco is a good choice if
you want to enjoy Hot Taco but not overdo it.
I pick one if I have already ate dinner but can’t
pass up the restaurant. The veggie burrito is

BY MONICA SABELLA
A&E Editor

I don’t know about you, but as much as I may hate to admit
it, I like shoes a lot. Boots in particular. Now, I am not the type
of girl who buys the newest styles straight at the firstr of every
season. I’m sorry. I try to be thrifty and let me tell you, there
are some tricks to the trade when shopping online. Let me tell
you my story, and I’ll throw in some tips as we go.
So, I bought a pair of boots at a garage sale. Never been
used. They were Airwalk, and in my humble opinion, pretty
cool. I mean who needs
Uggs, when you can have the
same style for $10 plus my
boots laced up in the back!
I’m mean, that’s pretty sweet.
Well, okay, now I know why
they were only worth $10.
Within maybe six months
of casual wearing, I noticed
that the “fur” inside wouldn’t
stay dry. Every time I took
off my boots, it was damp.
I couldn’t figure it out. It
wasn’t me, I swear! Well, on
further inspection, I found a
hole on the sole of each boot.
Water and snow had been
Photo courtesy of likesuccess.com
leaking in and soaking the

faces of the characters, though sometimes hidden, maintain a
sense of humanistic simplicity like those of Renoir. However,
the stories lying behind these pretty scenes could almost have
been pulled straight out of a painting in Rockwell’s studio.
It’s amazing to see a modern painter able to create such detailed scenes, and the work and time devoted to each painting
is an accomplishment in itself. You lose all sense of time, gazing at these timeless pieces, totally capturing the season both
young and old wait for with eager anticipation.

my usual meal, but the spicy chicken is also
an amazing choice, and for those who like it
even hotter, the blackened shrimp is always a
delicious option.
If that’s not enough, chips and salsa or
queso is always an option. Oh, and don’t forget the Jaritos soda or Mexican Coke. The
food can then be doused in hot sauce from the
large collection of bottles near where the food
is handed to you, though it’s good whether or
not you choose that option.
No matter what your preference, Hot Taco
is a quick, inexpensive, and delightful meal to
sit down and enjoy or take with you in Detroit.
Plus, Hot Taco is open until 2 a.m., so it’s always a good option after spending a night in
the city.

If the shoe fits

“fur” lining. It looked like I’d need a new pair of boots.
Now usually, I buy my boots in the summer. July to be
exact. Maybe that sounds crazy, but let me tell you, you will
never find online sales on winter clothes as good as the ones in
June and July. Well, anyway by the time I found the cause of
leakage, it was mid January. Already way past the sales times.
I couldn’t even catch the after Christmas sale. What was a girl
to do?
I resigned myself to the idea that for once, I may have to
pay the full price. I’ve always liked the look of Uggs, I thought
about possibly buying a pair. Ha! One look at those prices and I
was gone. I couldn’t help but think of all the other ways I could
spend my money. For a similar style to my Airwalks, it would
cost me $200, and that’s without the added touch of laces. I’m
sorry, call me cheap, but I’m not spending that much on a pair
of shoes. However, the snow kept coming and trying to fight
the winter looked more like a losing battle.
Now I’ve been studying marketing this semester, and I know
that products are separated into three basic groups, each catering to consumers with different levels of income. I had already
found the lowest point, Airwalks, and it looked like the highest
level was probably Uggs. So I figured there had to be a middle
level that was well made, warm, and most importantly would
not leak. I was right.
Bearpaw boots. According to diffen.com, there’s only a
slight difference between these two brands. Because of its

Photos courtesy of lorie karbal;pinterest.com

stronger stitching, Bearpaw
holds an upright
shape
longer, while
Ugg
boots
typically will
tend to slouch
as time goes
by. Uggs have
a foam sole,
making
for
light
weight
Photo courtesy of startimes.com
footwear,
while
Bearpaw has a rubber sole, which is a little hardier (fine by
me, I don’t want any more holes). According to this site, Uggs
might last a half a year longer, but otherwise, they’re about the
same. Both are made with leather, have a sheepskin lining, and
come in a variety of styles. Any way you look at it, the boots
are equal in quality; branding is the only difference.
I went with the Bearpaw boots, which were a $100 cheaper,
and I think I’ve found my go-to boot company. If you’re on
the lookout for a dead serious, affordable pair of boots for the
winter, I highly recommend Bearpaw. They keep your feet nice
and cozy and are worth every cent you pay. But do yourself a
favor and save a couple bucks. I swear it works.
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Raptor loose on campus

BY STEVE ROBENAULT
Staff Writer

As part of ongoing experiments into reviving extinct species, Austin’s team was able to
discover trace amounts of velociraptor DNA
inside a blood
sucking parasite
preserved
in
amber.
“The team
did some science and ended
up with the genetic code for a
shiny, new velociraptor,” explained Austin,
in a very technical manner.
She continued,
“Missing pieces
were filled in
with reptilian DNA and the raptor was subsequently incubated and hatched.” This process
was repeated until the five current dinosaurs
were hatched.
She also confirmed that her team plans on
continuing with raptor training experiments.
Austin asked for volunteers for activities like

BY MIRANDA KARANFILI
Staff Writer

“Insurgent” finally hit theaters this past
weekend and with the buzz surrounding the
second installment in the “Divergent films,”
the movie fell flat.
The story picks up with Tris Prior (played
by Shailene Woodley) and her boyfriend Tobias Eaton “Four” (played by Theo James)
hiding out in the Amity faction with Tris’
brother Caleb, (played by Ansel Elegort) and
Peter (played by Miles Teller).
The film sets up dystopian Chicago with
stunning overhead shots of the deteriorating
city and an eerie message from a holographic vision of Jeanine, the leader of the Erudite
faction, (played by Kate Winslet) projected
onto the crumbling buildings. In her haunting message, she showed the communities’
lives, how the “Divergent” are threatening
this way of life and the need to capture and
eradicate this group.
Tris, Four, Caleb, and Peter are hiding out
in Amity; while the Dauntless faction, still
under the rule of Jeanine, discover a box in
Tris Prior’s home in her old faction of Abnegation.
Jeanine orders the Dauntless to find anyone who is Divergent, because it is only they
who have the ability to open whatever mes-

knife-fighting, hand-to-hand combat, hunting, stalking, babysitting, bedtime story reading, lullaby singing, and of course, fetching.
The
team
still hopes
to produce
a domestically viable
velociraptor pet, a
product
that could
be
worth
millions of
dollars, according to
university
calculations.
The decision to give
Toby hyper- intelligence may ultimately prove
to be the research team’s biggest error. Their
attempts to domesticate him clashed with
Toby’s political and personal opinions. Austin
says Toby was a socialist so the thought of him
and his dino brothers being used for capitalistic pursuits probably angered him.
Photos courtesy of deviantart.net

As if the construction on the science building isn’t enough, University of MichiganDearborn students now have a much more
dangerous concern: velociraptors.
That’s right. Velociraptors are here on campus and here to stay. Dearborn has become a
real life incarnation of Jurassic Park, with a total of five raptors being synthesized and studied thus far. Unfortunately, one of these specimens has gotten loose. Students and university
staff should be on the lookout for this escaped
prehistoric prisoner. Just like the terrifying dinosaurs who stalked Dr. Grant and Dr. Sattler,
this bloodthirsty beast should be considered
highly dangerous and a threat to public safety.
On Friday March 27, a raptor named Toby
managed to break out of his cage, overpower
the scientists watching him and flee onto campus. According to Lydia Austin, UM-Dearborn’s resident velociraptor expert and leading
researcher for this project, the raptor’s genetically modified brain may have influenced his
erratic behavior.
“Toby was genetically engineered to be
smaller and smarter than our four other raptors. We would have liked to domesticate
him... but something went wrong,” she noted.

Nobody has been able to capture the rogue
reptile yet, and zero deaths have been reported thus far. Although a number of Marxist
pamphlets with claw marks have been found
strewn across campus. It is unclear at this
point if Toby plans to instigate a full raptor rebellion. Anybody with information on Toby’s
whereabouts or political plans should report it
to university staff immediately.
Even though velociraptors are considered
dangerous killing machines, there are steps
one can take to ensure safety. If you encounter
Toby, do not call for help and do not compliment him. He can smell insincerity. Instead,
attempt to make a math or science related
joke. Austin says he loves those. If these steps
are followed, Toby will likely leave you alone
and search for another prey.
In addition to these safety measures, Austin’s team has also declared April 1 as National Velociraptor Awareness Day. There has
been no word from the university if it will officially endorse this holiday.
In addition to the new holiday, Austin will
have to reassess the velociraptor-accidentfree-day counter to zero. The previous record
was 16.

Insurgent: Movie Review

sage the box contains. The Dauntless, clad
in their black uniforms, storm into the other
factions’ lands, searching for the Divergent.
When the group is discovered in Amity, the
chase begins for Tris and Four and the movie
sets off from there.
Author of the series, Veronica Roth stated
in an interview previous to the release of the
movie that the second installment of the film
really strays away from the books, but she
promised that the story was still just as engaging.
Although there is far more action in the
second film than in the first and less exposition explaining what was taking place in the
story, moviegoers who read the books left
theaters a little more confused about what
took place.
Woodley did a good job portraying Tris
in the second film, especially when showcasing the protagonist dealing with the guilt
of the deaths of her parents and best friend
from the first film.
However, stand out performances came
more so from Teller and James when both
collided into heated arguments as Four and
Peter. Also other performances which stood
out were between James and Naomi Watts,

who assumes the role of Four’s mother. The
two have great chemistry when they are seen
on screen together.
The movie was packed with action and a
few kiss scenes between the leads but lacked
any sort of connection between characters. Tris’ relationship with her best friends
and even her boyfriend feel almost forced,
though Four is willing to risk his life for her
in the movie and almost dies trying to save
her from trouble.
The film tried to deliver on action, the
fault may be similar to the many other dystopian movies being released, like “The Hunger Games” trilogy and “The Maze Runner”
series, all with very similar messages. It is
getting lost in these huge blockbusters.
Fight scenes and chase scenes were elaborate and well executed, the movie promised
more action and we received it, but it really
lacked its emotional development. Hopefully with the third movie in the series being
split in half, the conclusion of the series will
have tied up its loose ends. However, this
isn’t a movie many will rush to see again.
“Insurgent” is out everywhere in theaters.
Photo courtesy of MTV

Poetry Corner

Straight laced, laced up,
Can’t pick your head up.
Shuffle slower and slower,
Just get this over with.
Going through the motions, emotionless.
How much longer can you put up with
this?
The mirror lies,
But red eyes tell a better story.
Dark clouds start to roll in,
Their blanket cools the skin.
But on the floor, near dirty clothes
A small patch of brightness unfolds.
Stitched cotton color,
To wrap your feet.
Where’s your mate, my friend?
Too late,
You’ll have to do.
Turn the key and turn the page.
The first step is always the worst.
Nobody has to know our secret.
The usual start to another careless day,
But that’s ok,
I’ll never fit in anyway.

Photo courtesy of fineartamerica.com

BY STEVE ROBENAULT
Staff Writer
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These Days
BY LAUREN SHINABERRY
Guest Writer

These daysThese days are made for laughter
and living amongst the clouds,
wind breaking the chatter of our own thoughts,
sunshine brought back and gone again.
These daysThese days are winding roadways
and freshly poured concrete,
I get caught more in what you don’t say,
than lost in what you do.
These daysThese days are second-hand memories
and a blank slate, they recreate
all the things I hope to be.
These daysThese days are for heavy eyes
and the light hearted,
they say: mornings are not meant to be a surprise,
yet the moon never warns me that
-These days are not mine
to keep buried in the back garden,
I know
These fields will not grow to host vines,
the sun is not meant to keep time
with this pace,
but I do believe it is worth a try.

Dream Catcher
BY MONICA SABELLA
A&E Editor

An Indian’s dream catcher,
A catcher of dreams,
A string of distractions,
A collection of seams;
In wigwams and tipees
It’s always been said,
They protect from bad dreams
That attack you in bed.
Now I’m not an Indian,
And I don’t believe
That a tangle of threads
Can be used like a sieve,
Instead, I feel
It’s kind of a web
That catches your wishes,
So their beauty won’t ebb.
It holds them tight
So, as you grow old,
You’ll never forget
The beauty dreams hold.
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Black Student Union hosts Love Forum
way women dress and the reasons behind it. A man from the
The Black Student Union
audience stated that women wear
(BSU) hosted a discussion on difshorter dresses to get attention.
ferent topics surrounding black
“Not all women dress
relationships on Thursday, March
for the same reasons,” said
26 in the University Center.
a woman from the audience.
The topics discussed were
Somerville changed
gender roles, sexuality, famthe direction of the discusily, sex, marriage, lifestyle, etc.
sion by asking, “What do
The room was full, with
you expect on a first date?”
the men sitting on one side and
One man from the audience
the women sitting on the other
said he wanted the girl to pay.
side. The moderator, Theresa
“Maybe I want her to pay and show
Somerville, who is President
how she appreciates me,” he said.
of BSU, started off the discus“Personally, I think the man
sion with a question, “What do
should pay. He should take her out.
you all think about gender roles
I shouldn’t be the one initiating,”
between men and women?”
said a woman from the audience.
“At this point, they’re overThe next question asked
rated. We have two people in a
by Somerville was, “What atrelationship who are both in the
tracts you to the opposite sex?”
workforce, and we don’t have
The crowd threw out dethat domesticated housewife
scriptions such as physical atthat sits at home and watches
traction, intellect, friendship,
the kids. It has become unrealisconfidence, eyes, teeth, stubtic in today’s standards to live,”
bornness, and family person.
said Anaiya Brown-Rivers, a
“How does your famstudent representative of BSU.
ily play a part in who you
“I think you just have
date?”
asked
Somerville.
to make choices of what you
The crowd reached an agreewant your income to be, and
ment, saying that the significant
it can still be done in the
other can’t disrespect family. “If
more traditional way,” said
my mom doesn’t like you, then
a member of the audience.
it’ll be harder for me in the long
“I wouldn’t be comfortable
run,” said a member of the crowd.
sitting back not working while
The last question asked
my significant other is taking
by Somerville was, “Who’s
care of everything,” said Jerel
supposed
to
propose?”
Jones, the Ex-Officio of BSU.
Most of the crowd agreed
The moderator then Audience members discuss relationships and gender roles.
Photo courtesy of Black Student Union.that the man should proswitched the discussion to
pose. “I can’t imagine a
the definition of traditional.
woman getting down on her
py, but if you have children, you have see Beyoncé in a sundress on stage, she’s
“Traditional is the man work- to think about them too,” he replied.
knees
and
proposing
to me,” said Jones.
in a bikini,” said a man from the audience.
ing, with the woman staying home tak“Would
you
say
no?”
asked a member.
“What’s to say we can’t do both?”
Some women responded by saying that
ing care of the house and kids,” said Jones. said a woman from the audience.
she dresses like that to perform. They also “I would say, this is not the time and the
“If we have children and we’re marSome men replied by saying that said that they expect men to make the first place, and I’m supposed to ask you,” he said.
ried, I would expect my wife to stay home the woman can do whatever she wants
The discussion ended with a round of
move most of the time. When women do
taking care of the children. If you have a and have a social life, and she can work
that, they are looked upon as crazy. Other applause and a thank you from Somerville.
good enough job, you can survive off one from home. The most important thing
women also look at each other negatively.
income,” said a man from the audience. in the situation is that she has a choice.
“It’s a double standard be“What if she’s not happy?”
The next question by Somerville cause women are expected to be
asked a member of the audience. was, “Who has the right to be sexual?”
pure,” said a member of the audience.
“In the end I want her to be hap“It depends, look at Beyoncé. You don’t
The conversation turned to discussing the
By Ghadeer Alaradi
Student Life Editor

Dearborn represented at Amnesty International
statewide conference
Julia Kassem
Staff Writer

For Amnesty Dearborn, distance was certainly not a factor in
the club’s one and a half hour aerial
voyage to Brooklyn, New York to
the 2015 Amnesty International National Human Rights Conference.
This was the groups third
conference, this time embarking
by plane. The previous intra-national excursion involved a road
trip to St. Louis taken just two
months after Ferguson in August.
Attendees at the conference
from the University of MichiganDearborn were President Afifah Latif, treasurer Josh Joy, and members
Yousuf Ali and Julia Kassem, attending a conference that transcended national borders as well as state lines.
Joining over a thousand human rights activists from around
the world in a joint event, the club
participated in march in protest, attended plenaries, and engaged in
hands-on human rights workshops
during the weekend of a lifetime.
Panels on solidarity were led
by activists from the inner cities of
the United States to Hong Kong.
Marchers and volunteers ranged
from high school students to retirees. And panel speakers at the plenaries were no less authentic and
pressing than the issues they represented. Foreign activists, community organizers, and families of notable victims all led each of the many
panel discussions and presentations
during preliminary session blocs.
The representation in the conference was very diverse. “I was

impressed by the sheer diversity of
human rights issues that were covered at the conference,” commented
freshman and attendee Yousuf Ali.
“For me, the opening panel captured

ticipants from Hong Kong, Mexico,
and the inner cities was nothing
like I have experienced before.”
When students and activists
alike weren’t taking in captivating

they took action through volunteer
work and action based workshops.
Myriad visuals, petitions, and photos
detailing the different human rights
campaigns and issues that Amnesty
Intern a tional
characterized
t h e
a c tion
based
work-

Photo courtesy of Amnesty International.

it. To see a Palestinian-American
woman moderate a panel with par-

narratives or absorbing the vital information presented in panels,

shops, also providing the frame-

work for how student groups
and local activists could present
global issues in a local context.
This year’s Write for Right’s
campaign, a big focus in the actionbased workshop as well as in one
of the preliminary sessions, was
centered on blogger Raif Badawi.
Badawi, arrested two years
ago on a charge of insulting Islam through a blog that was otherwise critical of Saudi Arabia’s
senior religious figures. Amnesty
International, in declaring Badawi a
prisoner of conscience, has contributed to the pressures on the government that had postponed Badawi’s
flogging 11 weeks in a row.
President Afifah Latif, involved
in the nationwide organization from
age 11, expressed interest in bringing Raif’s campaign to campus.
Despite the differences in experiences, issues, geography, and
personal history, the role of storytelling and exchanging views was
a factor for discussion leaders and
activists alike. Narrative allowed for
accountability and a sense of agency
amongst those with the awareness
and audacity to share their experiences and findings at the conference. The nuanced experiences only
enhanced the sense of solidarity.
“The fact that they were able
to view their own struggles as part
of a larger struggle for human rights
shows that Amnesty International
is, truly, international,” said Ali.

Student life
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Lyceum hosts discussion about Feminism with
panel of students
By Ghadeer Alaradi
Student Life Editor

Lyceum hosted a panel discussion about
feminism on Wednesday, March 25 in CASL.
The panelists were students Julia Cuneo, Blue Profitt, and Benita Robinson. The
MC, Valerie Mercier introduced the speakers and the discussion about feminism began.
The discussion started with a question
to the audience about stereotypes of feminists. Words were said from the audience such
as angry, lesbian, man-hater, anti-sex, etc.
“Where
do
you
think
these
myths come from?” asked Mercier.
“Generalizations,” said a member of
the crowd. “The stereotypical powerful
white man,” said another audience member.
“It’s important to note that women are
also perpetrators of stereotypes and how
men are socialized into masculinity and
women into femininity,” said Robinson.
“A woman can be labeled angry or crazy for pretty much anything,” said Cuneo.
“As a self-proclaimed man-hating feminist, I think that hatred of men is a rational response to the society we live in,” said Cuneo.
“Wouldn’t it be a more accurate statement to
say you hate the system you live in, rather than
hating all men?” asked a man from the audience.
“I am not saying the two are mutually exclusive, I hate both equally,” she
responded. Statistically, one in three
women are victims of sexual assault, she
explained, defending her anger and hatred.

“We can’t focus on a population and say
it’s their fault, because we have to look at our
institution and structure and patriarchal system. For instance, up until the 60’s it was legal
for a man to rape his wife,” said Robinson.
“Feminists don’t always agree, it’s a
very complicated philosophy,” said Cuneo.
The panelists defined intersectionality,
which is observing overall patterns in women
that prevent them from being equal to men. They
explained that intersectionality is comparing
and analyzing specific contexts for each person.
For example, Muslim women may
be more oppressed because of their religion or women of color may have different
situations
of
discrimination.
The panelists discussed what identities intersect with people, and they asked the crowd to
give examples. Some identities were class, gender, religion, weight, political views, ability, etc.
The next topic discussed was why we
need feminism today. Some issues that
the panelists and audience members came
up with were pay equality, rape culture,
abortion rights, women’s education, slutAudience members discuss why society needs feminism.
Photo courtesy of Ghadeer Alaradi.
shaming, homophobia, media, entrepreAnother audience member said that
neurship, technology, pop feminism, etc. she says she is,” said a crowd member.
Most of the audience members said that Student Government has started a program
“Why don’t we give out free tampons? Guys get free Viagra,” said Mercier. they do not consider Sarah Palin a feminist. called Safety Walk, where they escort stuThe conversation took a turn about Cam- dents if needed to wherever they need to go.
“Feminism is an active thing, it’s not just
The discussion ended with an agreea label you put on your t-shirt,” said Cuneo. pus Safety and the sexism on campus. One
The panelists asked the audience audience member said she complained to ment that feminism is a complicated phimembers if figures such as Beyoncé and Campus Safety about a boy following her losophy that does not have one face or race.
Sarah Palin are considered feminists. “If around and they said, “Boys will be boys.”

Panhellenic prepares blankets for Dearborn Animal Shelter
cats
By Samira Nahshal
Guest Writer

Fleece for Paws was held by the
Panhellenic council on Thursday,
March 26 at the University Center, Kochaff Hall C to prepare blankets for cats
located in the Dearborn Animal Shelter.
The Panhellenic council is composed of Delta Phi Epsilon, Phi Mu
and Phi Sigma Sigma members.
Fleece for Paws was sponsored by
SOAC. The Dearborn Animal shelter is Panhel’s local philanthropy.
Laura Bossio and other members joined together for a seven hour
blanket-preparing event from10 a.m.-5
p.m. The blankets were made for cats
coming into the shelter, whether they
were found homeless or abandoned
by their previous owners. Each cat
will be given one distinctive blanket.
When the cats are adopted, they take
their blankets with them as a souvenir.
Bossio said, “Taking a familiar
item that they are comfortable with will

help them adapt to their new home.”
This annual event was quite a success this year. Bossio mentioned, “The
event turned out well, we made about
65 blankets. We are very excited to
give them the blankets and also the donation items we’ve received. We will
be collecting items until next Friday.”
Donations include canned cat food,
canned adult dog food, canned puppy
food, cat and dog toys, cat harnesses,
6-foot leashes, monetary donations,
and more. If you’d like to donate or ask
what other items are needed, stop by at
the Office of Student Engagement and
request to speak to Kristin McDonough.
When asked about the overall experience of the event, Bossio said, “It
is awesome to see how excited the
workers at the Shelter are and how
happy they are with the outcome of
Panhel’s event. We appreciate anyone who can give donations, we know
the cats and dogs will appreciate it.”
Photo courtesy of UM-Dearborn College Panhellenic

Career Fair offers students oppurtunities for internships and
co-ops
By John Fennessey
Guest Writer

On Thursday March 26, a career fair was
held at Fairlane Center North from 11:00 a.m. to
2:00 p.m.
Students of all majors were welcome.
A career fair is where representatives from different
companies come to discuss with students what the companies do and opportunities for internships or co-ops.
Once arriving at the career fair, all you needed to do was write
down a few pieces of information, you get a list of companies
and a sticker you can write your name on (which falls off easily).
A total of 78 (originally supposed to be 77) businesses
were divided up into two rooms, from Acromag Inc. to Wolverine Advanced Materials. In both rooms company representatives set up display boards and tables with fliers.
Abigal Ball, a member of Verizon’s HR Talent Acquisition Team, was asked why Verizon chose to take part in the
career fair, and she said, “Cause we’re looking for the best
and brightest, and we get amazing talent from this university.”
Many students arrived at the career fair. Nearly all of
them were dressed up as if they were going to an interview.

Some students came simply because they were curious.
“I’m just looking for my first internship,” Tayne Yoon,
Finance and Information Technology Management Major said.
“This is my first career fair, and I want to see what it’s about.”
Students also find the career fair to be helpful for their goals.
“We are getting to know what companies are offering,
like what the opportunities are,” Prerana, Industrial major said.
Her friend Gopi, who also has an Industrial Major, continued. “And we can find the opportunities we’re looking for.”
No matter what reason for going to a career fair, it is ultimately a very informative.
“Yeah,” Karem Ramos, Industrial Engineering Major,
replied when asked if she thought the career fair was helpful, “but I think there’s too much lining in some companies.”
It should be noted that some of the
lines
for
companies
can
be
pretty
long.
To learn about the companies who participated in the career fair go to: http://umdearborn.
edu/fileadmin/template/emsl/files/Career_Services/2015_Spring_Career_Fair_Employers_Grid.pdf

Photo courtesy of John Fennessey.
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Finding new ways
to love the game

By JERAMY STOVER
Staff Reporter
@JStover96

T

he worst nightmare for an athlete is knowing his or her competitive playing days
are coming to an end. Realizing team bus
trips, conference championships, and the dire need
to win every game is over are the worst thoughts for
an athlete.
Then the inevitable thought hits: how do I stay
close to the game I love?
During Justin Hunter’s senior year at Gibraltar Carlson High School in 2011, he gave up the
sport he loved, soccer, for an opportunity only a
few receive: a chance to play college football. The
decision, while tough, was a double-edged sword.
While Hunter was excited about playing football at
the next level, he deeply missed the game he fell in
love with growing up.
It didn’t take long to find the perfect solution:
coaching.
Now an assistant coach for the University of
Michigan-Dearborn men’s soccer team, he has
grown to love the role that helps keep him in touch
with the game he grew up playing.
It was a family friend who helped Hunter find
another way to love the game: Mike Hatfield, who
has coached at many local schools and club teams,
including UM-Dearborn.
“During my senior year when I quit soccer to focus on football, he could see that I really missed soccer,” Hunter said. “I was kind of complaining about
it a lot so he said, ‘Why not come be my assistant
coach at Gabriel Richard?’ So I did that and I had a
blast. It was almost as good as playing.”
Hatfield noticed Hunter had been feeling something he was very familiar with.
“He just talked about choosing football over
soccer and how he missed it, I know the feeling all
too well,” Hatfield said. “So I thought, he is professional, he pays attention to detail and is very driven,
so let’s give him a chance.”

Hunter is entering his second season coaching
soccer. A two-sport athlete in high school, he was
the kicker on Carlson’s team and even attended a
University of Michigan football camp. It was an invitation-only camp that gave then-head coach Rich
Rodriguez a chance to check out local talent to find
a kicker for the program. Many of the top kickers in
the state of Michigan attended the camp, including
Notre Dame’s Kyle Brindza.
“They just invited a bunch of local recruits and
said, ‘Hey let’s see what you got,’” Hunter recalled.
“And I think for most of us, it was just a camp thing.
There were only like five or six (kickers) they were
really looking at but they invited like 50 of us to
check it out, so it was pretty cool.”
Hunter landed at Albion College after graduating high school. He was a kicker on the Briton football team and was dealing with a tough decision on
whether or not to continue playing.
“I realized I liked football; I didn’t love it,” Hunter said. “I mean we won — we won our conference
and everything — so it wasn’t a lack of production
or anything. Football just wasn’t my thing.”
He would return home after just one year at Albion. Hunter enrolled at Henry Ford Community College, still trying to decide what his major would be.
He had another problem that was he was trying to
resolve: the issue of not playing or coaching a sport.
“When I came back, I wasn’t playing any sports,
I wasn’t coaching any sports. I just felt a little lost for
probably six or seven months,” Hunter said. “Then
a job came up and again, Mike Hatfield helped me
out. One of his buddies needed a JV coach at a high
school he was coaching at and he suggested me. I
haven’t really looked back since. It’s been a blast.”
Hatfield has been a key figure in Hunter’s coaching career. He has helped Hunter get each coaching
job Hunter has had, which includes stops at Allen
Park High School, Gabriel Richard High School,
UM-Dearborn, and Michigan Rush soccer club.
Hatfield knows Hunter very well and believes the
connection he makes with players is one thing that

By JERAMY STOVER
Staff Reporter
@JStover96

After spending last weekend in Illinois, the University
of Michigan-Dearborn lacrosse
team returned home for a pair of
important games.
The Wolverines dropped
their conference opener against
Lourdes, 19-13, on Saturday.
They defeated Toledo 12-11 in
overtime Sunday.
After a tough 14-point loss last
season, UM-Dearborn was looking to get revenge on the Gray
Wolves. The Wolverines found
themselves in a man-up opportunity early and Dylan Hatcher took
advantage of it by scoring the first
goal of the game.
Throughout the first quarter,
both teams went back and forth
trading goals. UM-Dearborn
would score five more goals before the period ended to give them
a 6-5 lead.
The Gray Wolves came out
flying in the second quarter. They
scored the first three goals of the
period and nearly the fourth, until it was waved off by the referee
because of an illegal stick.
The Wolverines found themselves in a hole at halftime trailing
Lourdes 9-7.
The lead would never change
hands the rest of the way. Lourdes
scored the last four goals of the
game and sent the Wolverines
home with a 19-13 loss.
“It’s a good measuring stick,
we know we can compete with
them,” Coach Jason Watts said.
“It was a close game the whole

Photo courtesy of the News-Herald

Justin Hunter coaches Allen Park last year. Hunter also coaches UM-Dearborn men’s soccer and several
other teams while playing the sport.
makes him a good coach.
gave me a tour of campus,” Hall said. “He’s a very
“He connects with his players. That’s something knowledgeable coach and I definitely respect his
that coaches tend to forget connecting with your opinions. Overall he does a really good job.”
players,” Hatfield said. “If the connection is good
With coaching at the high school and college
the work atmosphere is better, which makes better level, he has experienced the good and bad of both
development.”
levels. He prefers the college level because it’s more
Hatfield was the head coach at UM-Dearborn of a challenge.
until he resigned at the end of the 2013 season.
“In college, (coaches) are doing this for a career.
When Matt Quirk took over as coach of the Wolver- It’s so much more fun because when you win it’s so
ines, he kept Hunter as part of his staff.
much more rewarding,” Hunter said.
The decision has paid off well. The Wolverines
Hunter continues to play soccer in recreational
players like having Hunter as their coach. He was a leagues and hopes to continue playing for a while.
big help with recruiting, bringing in freshman Brody He wants to be like Oliver Kahn and Edwin van dar
Hall to the program. Hall spoke of Hunter’s knowl- Sar and still playing at a high level in his 40s.
edge and how his kind spirit sold him on coming to
“It’s eventually something I want, to be…
UM-Dearborn.
40-something years old and people come to play
“He was very, very friendly and relatable. I made against me and be like, damn that guy can still play,”
my decision to come to UM-D after he personally Hunter said.

Hatcher becomes lacrosse’s
all-time points leader

Lacrosse splits
weekend series

By JERAMY STOVER
Staff Reporter
@JStover96

Photo courtesy of I. Cabello

Matt Rosteck, pictured against Montreat, scored the game-winning goal
Sunday vs. Toledo.
way until they opened it up at the tough, cause we expected to play
end in the fourth quarter, but it a little higher level today. It’s good
shows us we can be there. If we to get the win but we still have
can fix the few mental gaps we work to do,” Watts said.
Rosteck led the team with five
had, when they got on a run and
keep playing hard through that, I goals, and Watts explained how
think if we can fix those and play his freshman has been dominata full 60 minutes, we’re right in ing as of late.
“He’s been dominating ever
it.”
Goal scorers for the Wolver- since probably the third game of
ines included Hatcher (five), the season. He’s started to take
Cabello (three), Hannibal Roda control and become a leader on
(two), and Joel Martin, Matthew offense,” Watts said. “He’s a
Rosteck, and Mitchell Stapleton matchup issue for a lot of guys
out there. He has size and he has
all with one goal each.
On Sunday the Wolverines speed, he’s so tall, too. He can find
looked to take one win away from guys easier than most guys have.”
Roda had a pair of goals on the
the weekend as they took on Today.
Hatcher, Cabello, Stapleton,
ledo.
A sluggish start by UM-Dear- and Alex Fitzgerald each scored
born led them to be trailing the one goal apiece.
Hatcher became the all-time
Rockets 7-4 at halftime. The Wolpoints
leader in school history
verine defense stepped up only allowing Toledo to score four goals with his goal that came at the end
in the second half. But the last one of the second quarter.
Hatcher agreed with his coach
tied the game at 11 and ultimately
that
the team came out slow but
forced an overtime session.
Exactly one minute into the was happy with the result.
“We came out really slow;
extra period Rosteck ripped a shot
past the Rockets goalie from 15 we had a lot of adjustments to
yards away giving his team a 12- be made, but we fixed them,”
Hatcher said. “We overcame and
11 victory.
“It’s a good win but it’s also we finished.”

Drafting the Michigan Spring Game
Jeramy Stover and Ricky Lindsay picked apart
Michigan’s roster for the Journal’s Spring Game
draft. To the right are both team’s top five picks.
Seventy players were drafted, and the rest of the
results can be viewed at michiganjournal.org.

With his team down 8-5 late
in the second quarter against
University of Toledo Sunday,
Dylan Hatcher fired a shot into
the back of the net for his first
goal of the game.
But this wasn’t just another
point to add to the stat sheet.
The point Hatcher recorded
made him the all-time points
leader in University of Michigan-Dearborn lacrosse history.
Hatcher passed Chris Cascadden on the list with his two
points on Sunday giving him
124 for his career. He was tied
for the record entering play.
The best part about him
breaking the record: it didn’t
really matter to him.

Drafting spring game
continued from page 12

at 70 picks. Thirty-five players
for Stover. Thirty-five players for
myself.
My game plan was to chase the
names early and swipe up studs
as the draft progressed. There was
a lot of high-risk, high-reward
selections with this strategy, because most of the players were
unproven. This tactic reflects on
my receivers and offensive linemen.
Stover focused on drafting
skill players early, because he
feels the spring game will heavily involve them compared to the
brutes.
Derrick Green went No. 1

Maize Team — Staff Reporter Jeramy Stover
Pick (Overall)
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“It doesn’t really feel (important),” Hatcher said. “This
season is more important than
any records I set. I’d rather get
to the playoffs than score, then
beat any records at all.”
The senior captain now has
31 points in six games this season, including 24 goals. After
breaking the all-time goal’s
record last week, he now holds
two major records for the program.
Head coach Jason Watts said
it was a special achievement
for his leader to accomplish.
“He’s a hard worker,
couldn’t be happier for the
guy,” Watts said. “He’s come
a long way since his freshman
year, he’s a captain now. (He)
does so much work on and off
the field, it couldn’t have hap-

pened to a better guy.”
Watts smiled and nodded
when relayed that earning the
record didn’t seem to matter to
Hatcher. He said he knows how
unselfish Hatcher is and is glad
it spreads to his teammates.
“We have a very unselfish
team, and it works well with
our defense and offense. I like
having guys like that, it’s kind
of contagious too,” Watts said.
“If we have selfish players, we
get more selfish players. The
fact that we have so many team
players out here, it’s a good
thing to have. I’m really excited about that.”
Hatcher did not know about
the record coming into the season. He’s just glad to be a part
of the history the program has
built.
“Records are far from my
mind,” Hatcher said. “I wanted
to play where all my coaches
have been from, it’s definitely
a program that has a lot of history relating to me.”

overall, because Stover felt that, Harris at No. 39 overall was a
combined with his hype and pre- steal and was overjoyed that Ty
injury performance, he was the Isaac and Taco Charlton were
safest pick. I followed it up by se- available at picks seven and eight.
lecting Mason Cole, Jabrill PepStover was pleased with his
pers and Jake Butt.
depth at linebacker and defenConstructing an all-around sive back. Grabbing Darboh and
defense and offensive line early Chesson, two players he views as
were priorities for both Stover Michigan’s one and two receivers
and myself. It wasn’t until the in 2015, was a win for him. Fringe
29th pick when the first quarter- players such as Bryane Mone,
back — Shane Morris – came off Joe Bolden and Jeremy Clark,
the board. And once Morris was who all earned a bit of praise in
gone, the two competing for starts 2014, factored into Stover’s plan
immediately followed. Stover as breakout candidates.
sought to put a blockade on the
Michigan’s spring game will
position and drafted Alex Mal- be held at Michigan Stadium on
zone with his next pick, leaving April 4 at 12 p.m. Along with the
me with Wilton Speight.
positional previews, the Journal
The results from the draft will have coverage leading up to
pleased me. I considered Drake the game and postgame coverage.
Blue Team — Sports Editor Ricky Lindsay
Pick (Overall)

Player

1

Derrick Green — RB

2

Mason Cole — OL

5

Blake Countess — DB

3

Jabrill Peppers — DB

6

Amara Darboh — WR

4

Jake Butt — TE

9

Ben Braden — OL

7

Ty Isaac — RB

10

Bryan Mone — DT

8

Taco Charlton — DE
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Hockey’s lone
representative,
Urso wins three
GLCHL honors

Ricky Lindsay/MJ

Ryan Urso looks on during UM-Dearborn’s outdoor game vs. Oakland on Jan. 4, 2015. A freshman, Urso became a force for UM-Dearborn; he totaled 39 points and was the second-best scoring defenseman in the nation.
By RICKY LINDSAY
Sports Editor
@RLindz35

R

yan Urso was the lone University of Michigan-Dearborn
hockey player to receive a
Great Lakes Conference Hockey League
award March 28. And he made it count.
The freshman defenseman took home
three awards, earning spots on the
GLCHL’s first team All-League, AllRookie team and All-Defensive team.
Playing in 35 games for UM-Dearborn
last season, Urso scored nine goals and
adding 29 assists. His 39 points ranked
third on the team behind veteran forwards
Jase Paciocco and Ryan Kelly.
According to UM-Dearborn’s ath-

letic website, the ACHA awards are announced in April, and Urso could be vying for some more hardware.
In just his first season playing collegiate hockey, Urso became a star at a position UM-Dearborn had lacked for years.
On Nov. 28, 2014, he scored four goals
and added an assist in a win over Michigan State to kick off the Great Lakes
Showcase. It marked the first time UMDearborn won the Thanksgiving weekend
tournament.
During his rookie year, Urso became
a premier scoring defenseman in the
ACHA. His 39 points ranked amongst the
nation’s top forwards and was the second-highest output for defensemen.
A Livonia Stevenson graduate, Urso

signed with UM-Dearborn on June 27,
2014 to team up with Andrew Palushaj, a
former high school teammate.
Wolverines’ head coach Chris Haltinner spoke highly of Urso following his
signing.
“He might be our go-to guy,” Haltinner
said of Urso on June 27. “He’s going to
be one of the better players you’ve ever
seen come through here.”
At the time, it seemed like lofty expectations for an incoming freshman, but
Urso managed to become one of UMDearborn’s best players.
He proves to be a factor next season
alongside Jeff McFarland and Andrei
Novikov.

Helmet stickers?
Not for me

Urso’s first season by the numbers...

39

3

Urso’s 39 points were
the second-highest
output for ACHA
defensemen.

Urso was the Wolverines’ third-highest
scorer last season.

Urso scored a careerhigh four goals vs.
Michigan State on
Nov. 29, 2014.

Urso lead UM-Dearborn to its first Great
Lakes Showcase title
while winning MVP.

4

1

By RICKY LINDSAY
Sports Editor
@RLindz35

Jim Harbaugh has been
on Michigan’s campus for
only three months, but the
Wolverines are already
looking like a blast from
the past.
In the first press conference featuring his gameday look, he brought back
Michigan’s thin Block M
logo. You know, the one
Bo Schembechler used to
wear.
Now the iconic winged
helmet will feature an
old-school vibe: helmet
stickers.
Chris Balas of Rivals.
com first reported on
March 23 that Michigan
was bringing back helmet
stickers and ditching the
Legends jerseys, and it
was confirmed by John U.
Bacon and 247Sports on
Friday.
Shelving the Legends
jersey was a long overdue
move.
But helmet stickers?
Once a staple of Michigan football during the
Schembechler era (19691989), they vanished fol-

Photo courtesy Getty Images

Jim Harbaugh, pictured during his playing days, listens to Bo Schembechler on the sideline. Harbaugh’s helmet is loaded with helmet stickers, a method he is bringing back to Michigan.

lowing the 1994 season.
Let’s not kid ourselves;
Michigan football is a
brand. And it has been
throughout my lifetime. If
you can think of it, chances are there’s a Michigan
football version. And the
likelihood of it featuring the winged helmet is
strong.
When you live your entire life in southeastern
Michigan, you are submerged in the culture of
the “M” brand. Michigan
football has long dominated this state, and even
with Michigan State’s re-

cent rise, it will continue
to do so. People buy the
stuff like hotcakes, regardless of the team’s performance.
Perhaps I am showing
my age here, as I was an
infant when helmet stickers were canned by Lloyd
Carr, but after growing
up in a world surrounded
by bare winged helmets,
it’ll be a bit strange to see
them engulfed in stickers.
If it isn’t broke, why try
to fix it?
Michigan’s
helmets
are some of the best and
most recognizable in col-

lege football. And they’ve
been experimented with
over the past few years:
numbers on the side in
2011 and matte paint
schemes for the 2013 Outback Bowl.
But those experiments
didn’t take away from the
winged design of the helmet.
Stickers do.
Take a look at a Michigan football photograph
from 1969-1989. What
immediately
captures
your attention? The stickers.
Now take a look at a

photograph without them.
What captures your attention is exactly what it
should be: the winged helmet in its purest form.
I’m not against helmet
stickers. The purpose of
helmet stickers is neat.
They’re a reward system
for the world to see. A
lot of high schools utilize
them. Ohio State’s helmet
featuring buckeye stickers
is glorious. It’s iconic.

Take away the stickers
and it’s just a silver helmet with a scarlet stripe
down the middle. Boring.
Things were going to
change once Harbaugh arrived in Ann Arbor. It was
inevitable. If he brings
back anything else, you’d
think he was Justin Timberlake in 2006.
But the idea of stickers
on the winged helmet just
feels wrong.

What’s your take on helmet stickers?
Let us know at michiganjournal.org
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Andrew Dixon attempts to move downfield with the ball during UM-Dearborn’s season opener vs. UNC Charlotte. Dixon missed all but two games in the 2014 season due to a torn ACL.

Dixon impacting lacrosse as
recovery from ACL tear finishes

By GEOFF MEHL
Staff Reporter
@GeoffMehl

T

he University of
M i c h i g a n - D e a rborn’s
lacrosse
team is off to a great start
at 4-1, and junior Andrew
Dixon’s return from injury
is a contributing factor.
“Losing Dixon for the
2014 season was really
tough,” said coach Jason
Watts.
In 2014, Dixon suffered
a knee injury, tearing his
anterior cruciate ligament
skiing just two games into
the season. The injury sidelined him for the rest year.
“I really didn’t think it
was a torn ACL at first,” he
said. “I was just kind of in
shock, I tried to ski down
the hill at first but then I
had to call the ski patrol.”
After arriving home,
Dixon found out about a
week and a half later that
he had torn his ACL. He
was then redshirted by the
team, allowing for an extra
year of eligibility.
“Finding out that I had
been redshirted for the
year made it a lot better,”
he said.
He rehabbed for about
three months and found a
new hobby in the process:
cycling.

“I’ve been biking pretty
often as the biggest form on
my recovery,” he said. “I
found that I enjoy cycling
more after my injury.”
The injury was hard on
Dixon. Having to stand on
the sideline and watch his
teammates play made him
want to get back on the
field.
Now that he is back on
the field, Dixon has been
an integral part of the success for the Wolverines. He
plays long stick middle and
helps control the momentum and pace of the UMDearborn attack.
“Dixon is perhaps our
most versatile player,”
Watts said. “He has always been an exceptional
defensive middie, but with
a long stick he presents a
more opposing threat on
defense.”
Dixon is fourth on the
team in ground balls with
21 and is behind the leader,
attacker Dylan Hatcher, by
only two. He attributes it to
just being part of his position.
“You should win all of
those neutral zone scrums,”
Dixon said. “The physicality of the game is really
fun.”
Along with Dixon’s
strength with ground balls,

he is also a team leader
taking face-offs. He is currently second on the team
with face-offs won and is
56 percent on the year. He
attributes his success to
more than one reason.
“Forearm
exercises,”
he said, jokingly. “Having good challengers in
practice helps a lot, I also
watch YouTube videos.”
Watts has been happy
with the way Dixon is
coming along and helping
in the face-off circle, even
though he uses the long
stick.
“Usually when you see
a long stick facing off
it’s because a team is losing the face-off battle
and it’s a strategy to stop
fast breaks,” Watts said.
“However, Dixon is very
good and is actually winning over 50 percent of his
draws.”
As the season moves
along, Dixon is positive
about how the team is progressing and the opportunities they have going forward.
“It’s been really exciting,” he said. “Getting the
new talent and having the
guys who have been with
the program step up has
been great.”
Dixon is still recovering,
but all is going well. He
looks to continue his rehab
and do great things as the
season reaches the meat of
the schedule.

Top performers vs. Lourdes, Toledo
Dylan Hatcher

Six goals, one assist

Matt Rosteck

Six goals, GWG, four assists

Donald Roda

Four goals, one assist

Cold temperatures postpone
softball’s home opener

By VERONICA RATES
Staff Reporter
@SportsVeronica
AND
By HANNAH GENIG
Staff Reporter

According to the calendar, it is officially spring.
Unfortunately for the University of Michigan-Dearborn softball team, the first
game back on their home
field will be seeing some
action later than expected.
The team had their home
opener scheduled against
Madonna on Saturday, but
due to the cold weather, the
matchup was postponed.
There has been no reschedule date yet.
But the cancellation
doesn’t seem to shake UMDearborn.
“It really didn’t matter
to us very much,” said junior outfielder Maria Rodriguez. “We’re already pretty
deep in the season and have
played over 20 games, so
postponing the game isn’t

really slowing us down
much.”
These prior games, many
of which were played in
Florida during the Wolverines’ spring training, have
put the team at a 9-14 record.
Leading the offensive
front with a .446 overall
batting average is sophomore infielder Taylor Moceri. Defensively, six players
share an incredible fielding
percentage of 1.000. This
lethal combination should
allow for the Wolverines to
dominate the conference,
assuming the weather permits.
According to the NAIA
Softball Rules and Interpretation handbook, there is
no official temperature rule
listed to cancel a game, but
suggestions instead.
In Livonia, where UMDearborn’s home field is located, it was 36 degrees but
“felt like” 29 degrees. For
under 30 degree weather,
the NAIA handbook states:

“Be aware of the potential
for cold injury and notify
appropriate personnel of the
potential.”
Although
freshman
catcher Ellie Kauten was
let down by the cancellation of her first home game
in a Wolverines jersey, she
knew the coaches had the
right idea.
“I mean it’s always disappointing when a game
gets cancelled, especially
since it was going to be our
home opener, but I know
the coaches were just doing what they thought was
best for both teams and our
safety,” Kauten said. “It just
didn’t make sense to try and
get teams out on the field
when it was that cold.”
The Wolverines will have
to keep up the high momentum in the next few weeks
as they face the strongest
forces in the conference,
like Cornerstone and Davenport. Sunday’s games
against Concordia were
also postponed.

Drafting the Michigan
football spring game
By RICKY LINDSAY
Sports Editor
@RLindz35

Michigan’s spring game is just over a week
away, and Jim Harbaugh will be drafting the
team for his debut as head coach.
Harbaugh’s spring game draft, a method he
used while at Stanford, will be held on March
28, per mgoblue.com.
So with Harbaugh and company drafting
the Wolverines, The Michigan Journal decided to get in on the action too. Staff Reporter
Jeramy Stover and myself split Michigan’s
spring roster into two teams, pick-by-pick, for
the Journal’s edition of Drafting Michigan’s
Spring Game.

Stover took the Maize team and I took the
Blue team, and we drafted Wolverines based
on Harbaugh’s format in 2010. At Stanford,
the Cardinal team received the first pick and
took Heisman candidate Andrew Luck, while
the White team got three straight picks (2-4)
before selections shifted to pairs.
We flipped for the first pick and he happily
won. Our goal was to draft the entire roster,
but just over an hour later and 50-some picks
into the draft, we realized this would be tedious. There were a couple of “Is this player
available?” questions, so we decided to end

Drafting the spring game
continued on page 10

