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Dawood Al Nabhani is a 
student in the College of 
Engineering and Computer 
Science. He is a memer of 
theNational Society of Lead-
ership and Success, the Oman 
Student Association and the 
Tau Beta Phi Engineering 
Honor Society. He plans to 
return to Oman to work as a 
mechanical and manufactur-
ing engineer in the automo-
tive industry.

2015 UM-Dearborn 
Difference Makers 
bring change to 
campus and
the community

By SASCHA RAIYN
News Editor 

The 2015 class of University 
of Michigan Dearborn Difference 
Makers has been announced.

Difference Makers are students 
selected by faculty and staff be-
cause of demonstrated excellence 
in academics, integrity, leadership 
and creativity. Students are recog-
nized for achievements in class, on 
campus and throughout the com-
munity. Each Difference Maker 
appears in an advertisement “sa-
luting the student.” They are also 
recognized at the Student Lead-

ership Awards and are eligible to 
apply for the Bagale Difference 
Maker Scholarship. 

All of the 2015 Difference 
Makers are listed below. A few of 
their stories are shared. For more 
information visit the Difference 
Makers website at michigandiffer-
encemakers.com.

Celeste Alexander is a micro-
biology major in the College 
of Arts, Sciences and Letters. 
She will be submitting her re-
search to the journal, Biosen-
sors and Bioelectronics.  She 
has participated in student 
government, the chemistry 
club, the microbiology club 
and alternative spring break.

N’Kenge Gonzalez is an 
international studies major 
who has been especially ac-
tive in programs for women 
on campus. She is involved 

with the Women’s Resource 
Center’s Transitions Program 
for Returning Women Stu-
dents and Elect Her among 
other organizations. She also 
makes it a priority to speak 
about her experiences.
“Her talks leave students 
hopeful and more confident in 
pursuing educational, profes-
sional and/or personal goals,” 
said Lee Savage, program 
manager for the Women’s Re-
source Center.

Mary Bellino led the UM-
Dearborn Formula SAE team 
at the International Toronto 
Shootout SAE competition 
last fall. The team designed, 
manufactured, built and raced 
a car, winning the fourth spot. 
A mechanical engineering 
major, Mary is also a memer 
of the Society of Automotive 
Engineers.

Carly Bernadotte is a heath 
policy studies major passion-
ate about physical therapy. 
She is the co-founder of 
UM-Dearborn’s Pre-physical 
Therapy Association. She is 
also active in the Order of 
Omega and Phi Mu.
“I have met so many people, 
made so many meaningful re-
lationships, had so many lead-
ership opportunities, been ale 
to give back to the commu-
nity and met my best friends 
while doing all of this,” she 
said. “It has also helped show 
me how to be the best version 
of myself.”

Ahlam Bokari has worked 
with the Arab Community 
Center for Economic and 
Social Services (ACCESS) 
to educate students in Dear-
born Public Schools to make 
healthy choices. Ahlam was 
featured in the Detroit Free 
Press.
“I believe change starts with 
individuals,” she said. “Ev-
eryone has the potential to 
make a difference in their 
community.”

Thomaz Carvalhaes is an 
environmental science major 
pursuing a certificate in Geo-
graphic Information Systems. 
He is a member of the Tau 
Sigma Honor Society and the 
Ecology Club. Last summer, 
he worked with Focus: HOPE 
to chart us routes and assess 
them for safety.

Nevrus Kaja has created a security solution for cloud com-
puting that has attracted attention from around the world. The 
computer engineering major also proposed a standard architec-
ture for the electronic nose. He has een active in the Albanian 
American Student Organization, the Golden Key International 
Honor Society, Eta Kappa Nu and the Institute of Electrical 
and Electronics Engineers.

Ji Li is the president of the Chinese Students and Scholars As-
sociation at UM-Dearborn. He also leads an online chat group 
and provides assistance to potential UM-Dearborn students. Ji 
is doing research on cancer.
“In my mind, ioengineering is a kind of science that could con-
triute to all human eings,” he said. “I want to do something 
good for others.”

Michael Parker is an ac-
counting and finance major 
active in the Student Philan-
thropy Council. He has een 
active in student government 
and the Indian American Stu-
dent Association.
“I feel it is extremely impor-
tant to give back to the uni-
versity that has given me so 
much,” Michael said.

LaMyra Stevenson earned 
the William Branstrom Prize 
for first-year students whose 
academic success in their first 
semester places in them in 
the top 5% of their class. She 
went on to secure the Dean’s 
Scholarship, the Chrysler 
Scholarship and to be named 
the LEAD Scholar by the 
Alumni Associaiton. She is 
a bioengineering major and 
serves as a lab assistant.
“I hope to touch the lives of 
many people,” she said.

Brian Stone was instrumen-
tal in establishing the Veteran 
Affairs Office. A navy veter-
an, Brian is active in student 
government, the Student Vet-
eran Association, She’s the 
First and German Club.

“I hope to touch the lives 
of many people.” 

LaMyra Stevenson, 2015 Diffrence Maker

2015 Difference Makers

“I want to do something good for others.” 
Ji Li, 2015 Diffrence Maker

Photo courtesy of michigandifferencemakers.com
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“I don’t feel safe because campus safety - they don’t 
care enough. If I ask to get help to my car, they laugh.”

-- Samantha Gann

“It’s disgusting. I don’t think that people really take it 
seriously. People need to be safe.”

--Anaiwa Brown-Rivers

“It’s unfortunate that this had to happen on our campus. I 
hope they catch whoever did that.”

--Danny Bihn

“When I first came here I didn’t think anything like this 
would happen here.”

--Omari Chatman

How do you feel about the two sexual assaults 
on campus this year?

Photos courtesy of Tyesha Vinson/MJ
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BY KRISTY GREER
Staff Reporter

Last Thursday students received 
multiple emails encouraging them 
to take a “Computer Security 101 
Exam.” Completing this exam re-
sults in the student being placed 
into a raffle with the chance to win 
one of two iPad minis, one of two 
Beat Solo HD Headphones or a 
Kindle Paperwhite. All you have to 
do is get a score of 90 percent or 
higher by taking the test as many 
times as you need.

The exam, developed by the In-
formation and Infrastructure As-
surance (IIA) group on Ann Ar-
bor’s campus, takes the form of a 
10 question multiple choice quiz 
lasting around 5-10 minutes.

Each question asks the student 
about internet safety ranging from 
the importance of information se-
curity to protecting the data on 

your smartphone. It is packed with 
valuable reminders as well as in-
formation that might not be famil-
iar to the typical user.

After answering each question 
the student is told the correct an-
swer and 
then given a 
one or two 
sentence ex-
p l a n a t i o n 
below. It is 
easy to see 
that this quiz 
is meant to 
be informa-
tive more 
than any-
thing else. 

While some may question the 
significance of such an exam, oth-
ers may remember the confusion 
a few years ago when “official” 
looking emails were sent urging 

staff and student-workers to change 
their umich log-in passwords. The 
ITS website describes it as a “new 
twist on criminal ‘phishing’ at-
tacks.”  The danger of this specific 
attack turned out to be a threat to 

direct deposit paychecks targeted 
by the criminals. 

To combat vulnerability to situ-
ations like these, Ann Arbor and 
Dearborn campuses work together 
to develop effective computing 

information campaigns that raise 
awareness of security measures. 

“Protecting against Social En-
gineering attacks requires an in-
formed base of users,”said Robert 
Goffeney, Director of IT Strategy 

and Operations. 
“Students, facul-
ty and staff who 
have the knowl-
edge they need 
to avoid falling 
prey to deceptive 
emails, websites 
and people. This 
exam is a part of 
our strategy to 
keep everyone on 

campus informed.”
While many students may have 

ignored the email, others have 
plunged into the quiz. The ITS 
team is very happy with the re-
sponse rate. Goffeney reported that 

by 12:40 on April 2, after only be-
ing active five days, the quiz had 
been taken by 606 students which 
he said is “very good for this kind 
of thing.” Ann Arbor ran the same 
quiz and received a lower rate of 
responses than Dearborn students. 
With the exam active until April 
12, plenty more students are ex-
pected to participate for a chance 
to win one of the prizes. 

While some of us will stubborn-
ly use a variation of the same pass-
word for every account we man-
age, it’s good to be reminded of the 
dangers of doing so every once in a 
while. Expect to get this reminder 
again soon. Goffeney explains that 
a team within the ITS department 
“meets regularly to review poten-
tial threats to the university’s data 
and infrastructure.”

“We’re always looking for ways 
to get the word out to people on 

Test trades prizes for better computer security

“Protecting against 
Social Engineering attacks 

requires an informed base of 
users.”

Photo courtesy of theworldflag.org

The Michigan Journal is beginning to hire for the 2015-2016 school 
year! All positions are available.

Email a resume and two writing samples to 

umd.mj.editorinchief@gmail.com
or

themichiganj@gmail.com

Global Fest flag stolen
BY SASCHA RAIYN
News Editor

In preparation for last week’s Global Fest, 
volunteers hung 92 flags from around the world 
in the University Center. Some time between 10 
a.m. and 2 p.m. Tuesday, one was stolen.

Global Fest is the annual celebration of di-
versity at the University of Michigan-Dearborn. 
Those who attended Thursday were able to learn 
about the many cultures and communities rep-
resented on campus via food, entertainment, in-
teractive activities and table displays. The event 
was held in the University Center’s Kochoff 
Hall. 

Wednesday, the campus community received 
an email from Interim Vice Chancellor Ray 
Metz. One of the flags had been stolen and a 
police report had been filed with public safety.

“One of the things we take pride in on this 
campus is our commitment to inclusion,” Metz 
wrote in his email. “One person may have cho-
sen not to have been a part of our community 
yesterday.”

“If you believe in the University of Michi-
gan-Dearborn as an inclusive community,” he 
continued. “please make an extra effort to show 
your support by attending the Global Fest.”

Reetha Raveendran, the Director of the Of-
fice for Student Engagement said the flag was 
replaced the next day.

Raveendran declined to offer any further in-
formation about the investigation into who may 
have stolen the flag or to confirm rumors about 
which flag was stolen.

“It is more important to acknowledge that 
such an incident occurred where we pride our-
selves on being inclusive,” Raveendran said.

Dr. Debra Hutton, Director, Counseling and Disability 
Services, offered this information for survivors of sexual 
assault, their friends and loved ones:

 “Assault victim’s can often feel unsafe in environ-
ments in which they previously felt safe, this can in-
clude large crowded areas as well as unpopulated ar-
eas. They may find themselves unable to go to class or 
work. They may find themselves less confident about 
the future in general.
They may find that they become angry

Victims can also feel a loss of control over their 
lives,they may find themselves feeling sadness, grief, 
anger or numbing that is unusual for them, and feels 
as though it comes from “out of the blue.” Sometimes 
a victim will feel as though the event “didn’t affect 
them” but then find that they are feeling apathetic 
about life and unable to engage in activities that were 
previously pleasurable.

There is no one reaction to abuse or trauma, but being 
able to share one’s experience with a trusted profes-
sional can help a victim become a survivor.”

Counseling and Disability Services 
2157 UC
313-593-5430
Services in the counseling center are confidential.

April is Sexual Assault 
Awareness Month

        UM-Dearborn Counseling and Disability Services

Fall & Winter Office Hours:
Monday           8:00 AM - 6:00 PM
Tuesday           8:00 AM -  5:00 PM
Wednesday      8:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Thursday          8:00 AM - 6:00 PM
Friday              8:00 AM - 5:00 PM

Summer Hours:
Monday -  Friday  8:00AM - 5:00PM

Counseling Staff:
Debra G Hutton, Ph.D. L.P., Director

Lusine Hambardzumyan, M.A., M.S., L.L.P.
Vivian Saroki, M.A., L.L.P.

Jimmy Vuong, LLMSW
Judy Walker, B.S

counseling@umd.umich.edu
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Editor-in-chief

Photo courtesy of citynews.caPolice forces at the Garissa University attack in Kenya

BY ZAC PALMER
Staff Writer

Huge and heartbreaking news 
hLast Thursday morning a horrific 
act was carried out on Garissa Uni-
versity in Eastern Kenya. 

Al Shabab militants stormed the 
campus while all the students were 
in their hostels and proceeded to 
shoot everybody they saw on ar-
rival. As they progressed through 
the rooms, they started to single out 
Christian students in particular to 
murder. At the end of everything, 
147 students were left killed with 
many more injured. It was an abso-
lutely tragic day for this school and 
everybody associated with it.

To give a little history to this at-
tack, we can look back on a simi-
lar tragedy that occurred in a Ke-
nyan mall where Al Shabab killed 
63 innocent shoppers and workers. 
Al Shabab is similar to other terror 
groups such as ISIS and Boko Ha-

ram in their goal to fight Western 
culture. Thinking about it though, 
that’s what generally makes the 
news: attacks against Western cul-
ture and civilization. 

What’s similar about the news 
reported about terrorist organiza-
tions in our mass media? Our media 

spends most of their time reporting 
incidents where people of Western 
culture are attacked. By doing so, 
I don’t think that we see the full 
scope of the problems that exist in 
the Middle East and other affected 
areas such as this one.

The easiest reason to think of for 
why this happens, is it makes for bet-
ter news. As a society, we have been 
desensitized to a point where when 
we read a headline about a suicide 
bombing in a market, our brains 
don’t even seem to register what we 
just read. However, we’re desensi-

tized in a biased way, because if that 
same headline were to pertain to the 
United States instead of Nigeria, it 
would be headline news. This being 
just one example of how our mass 
media operates. If it makes for good 
news then it gets reported as such, 

and the networks reap the profits.
When was the last time we heard 

about the hundreds of young Nigeri-
an school girls that were captured by 
Boko Haram? They make the point 
again that the news we’re getting 
isn’t always the news that is keep-
ing us informed of global problems. 

If Boko Haram had captured nearly 
300 school children in France, there 
would be marches, and the entire 
world would be clamoring to re-
trieve these children. Unfortunately, 
Nigeria is not going to get the same 
press coverage, and the girls that 

haven’t been able to escape may 
never get the chance to come back. 

How crazy would our media and 
politicians be going if there were 
missing school girls being held by 
a terrorist organization in the United 
States? It’s safe to say that it would 
cause a great deal of mayhem for 
our country as a whole. That’s the 
biggest problem right there too. An 
issue like that is “normal” in a coun-
try like that, and this latest attack at 
Garissa University will go down the 
same way. 

Big change is needed in regions 
who are affected by groups such as 
Boko Haram and Al Shabab, and I 
think the first step is recognition of 
the problem. The media needs to 
take responsibility for that, as they 
are the ones that decide what news 
is important to our country.

Our Western perception

“Our media spends most of their time report-
ing incidents where people of Western culture 
are attacked. By doing so, I don’t think that we 
see the full scope of the problems that exist in 
the Middle East and other affected areas such 
as this one.”

Since I can remember, 
I’ve always been the per-
son to question things. Like, 
why did Kid Rock and Pa-
mela Anderson get married? 
Or who was the stylist that 
made the decision to make 
Mitt Romney the color of a 
pumpkin? Lately, and maybe 
it’s because I worked at a 
steakhouse during Lent, the 
biggest questions I’ve been 
having are about religion.

I’ve taken a World Reli-
gions class, so I know bet-
ter than to try and challenge 

the beliefs of others, no mat-
ter the logic I’m armed with. 
Those aren’t where my ques-
tions stem from. With the new 
Indiana Religious Freedom 
Law being passed by Gov. 
Mike Pence, my curiosity 
comes from the hypocrisy. In 
very laymen’s terms, the law 
states that business owners 
can choose to refuse service 

to anyone due to religious be-
liefs. Asking if this law is dis-
crimination is a discussion for 
a different day, but the fact that 
this is an option raises more 
questions than it settles. The 
recent example I’ve seen is 
that a doctor chose not to treat 
a child of a gay couple. Using 
this new law as support, the 
doctor did not treat the child. 

Now, most of us can agree 
that the child has no choice 
over who its parents are, be-
cause if that we so, I think 
the Bates family would’ve 

ended up quite differently. 
That being said, hypotheti-
cally, would it be legal for a 
CPS worker to not take a case 
of a child living with drug ad-
dicted parents because doing 
drugs is against their religion? 
Or what if a man was mugged 
on the street but he was a Sa-
tanist? Does the doctor get 
to choose whether or not to 

save his life because of his 
own beliefs? These questions, 
while the extreme of the situ-
ation, seem to allow others 
to “play God” and contradict 
many Christian teachings.

Mark 11:25 says “And 
when you stand praying, if 
you hold anything against 
anyone, forgive him, so that 
your Father in heaven may 
forgive you for your sins.” 
Now, never have, nor will 
I ever, claim to be an expert 
on interpreting the Bible, or 
really anything that isn’t a 

screenshotted text in a group 
message, this seems to be 
pretty clear to me. It’s pretty 
much saying “let he with-
out sin cast the first stone”. 
None of us are without sin, 
or so the Bible says. So who 
are any of these people to 
decide that the choices of 
others are sinful, when they 
continue to sin themselves?

The most frustrating part 
of the hypocrisy is how easy 
it seems to come. A business 
owner can refuse to make the 

wedding cake for a gay couple, 
but he deserves understand-
ing when it comes to light that 
he’s been stealing money. Or 
showing offense to a religious 
joke, but participating in pre-
marital sex, drugs, pathologi-
cal lying, and pretty much 

all of the basic rules of the 
Bible is somehow reasonable. 

I have no negative feel-
ings towards anyone who 

follow a religious doctrine. 
I do, however, have nothing 
but contempt for those who 
judge others, yet participate 
in arguably worse things and 
do so consistently. If the ba-
sis of Christianity is to follow 
only one God and allow him 

the only judgment, why are 
his followers doing the exact 
opposite? Maybe the second 
coming is headed to Indiana.

Let he without sin be the first to condem

“Now, never have, nor will I ever, claim to be 
an expert on interpreting the Bible, or really any-
thing that isn’t a screenshotted text in a group 

message, this seems to be pretty clear to me.”

Photo courtsey of archshrk.com
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I’m going to start this ar-
ticle by saying that I’m about to 
speak very highly about student 

organizations, and say cheesy, 
cliché things about my time here 
on campus. No one is paying me to 
say this, and trust me - ask anyone 
else in a student organization that 
they highly care about - and they 
will probably say the same things. 

I feel like student organizations 
here at The University of Michi-
gan-Dearborn are so different from 
other organizations at other college 
campuses. Since we have a large 
number of commuters on campus, 
student organizations are sort of the 
‘home within the college campus’ 
that most of us don’t really have. 
Student organizations are where stu-
dents meet others and make these in-
tricate connections with each other 
that cannot really be made anywhere 
else. Lots of students usually leave 
campus after classes; they leave to 
their jobs, to their families, to their 
kids, to their homework. So many 
of us have other busy lives that 
aren’t part of our school experi-
ences, and some don’t even have the 
time or energy to participate on so 
many other on-campus experiences. 

But to some of us, being part of 
student organizations is just an-
other part of our busy lives. I know 
I’m privileged, and that I am part 
of student organizations because 
I have the time.I have a part-time 
job, I try to manage my home-
work well, and don’t have a family 
that relies on me to pay the bills or 
take care of my family members. I 

know I’m lucky, so that’s one of 
the reasons that I invest so much 
time into on-campus activities. 

I used to be ultra-involved in 
high school, and of course, this has 
also translated into my college ex-
perience. However, I didn’t think 
it would be this way when I was a 
freshman. During my first year at 
UM-Dearborn, I was the type of 
student to go home straight after 
classes. I wouldn’t typically engage 
in on-campus activities or organiza-

tions or clubs. To be honest, in hind-
sight, it was a dull freshman year. It 
could have been better. I’m not ex-
actly sure why I didn’t participate 
too much; I felt like I went through 
too many transitions over that year, 
and it was too overwhelming for me 
to get used to everything at once.

But I came in with a determined 
force the following year and started 
to really get involved on campus - 
I got an on-campus job, I started to 
go to campus events and meet more 

people, and I joined a couple of 
student organizations. That’s when 
I really started feeling part of the 
campus community and realizing 
how much potential I had within the 
resources UM-Dearborn gave me.  
I mostly began to get involved in 
leadership positions within this last 
school year and really delved into 
the student organization process. 

   Aside from my praise towards 
the student organization process, it’s 
not always easy. There are forms 

to deal with, and events to man-
age, and dates to keep track of, and 
money to count. There are so many 
different things to deal with, and 
I can count a lot of headaches I’ve 
had to endure within the last year. 
But it’s worth it. It’s all worth it. 
It’s worth it when you see all of the 
student organization members bond-
ing together after a successful event 
has been pulled off and discussing 
the event extensively. It’s worth it 
when people come up to you after 
an event on the UC stage and give 
the entire organization compliments 
about its execution. It’s worth it to 
realize how many students and fac-
ulty members we impact. But most 
of all, it’s worth it because we re-
alize how we made this happen. 
Nothing could really happen with-
out our drive and motivation to be 
part of our student organizations and 
heavily promote our mission and 
visions in such an extensive way. 

I give tours on campus to prospec-
tive students, and I always give them 
a few tips of how to survive college. 
Among my tips involving caffeine 
and organization, I always tell them 
to get involved with student organi-
zations. “Get involved!” I practically 
shout at them. So if there’s anything, 
anything that I tell them to get out of 
my tour, it’s to get involved on cam-
pus. So now I’m telling my readers 
the same thing: get involved. And 
if you’re involved already, just ap-
preciate what you have, because it’s 
entirely unique and a fantastic ex-
perience you’ll never really forget.

BY LAURA SANCHEZ
Opinions Editor

Student organizations: the experience

                                                                        Photo courtesy of Maria Maldonado/Latin American Student Association
Members of one of Laura’s student organizations, the Latin American Student Association

BY KEVIN CARNEY
Staff Writer

I believe everything happens for a reason. There have been 
a lot of things I’ve experienced which have often challenged 
me. But each time, when I’ve felt troubled, I reflect on this 
belief and it helps guide me through it.

   I’d like to take you back to 2007 when this belief became 
a factor at the core of who I am.  The previous year I had left 
Western Michigan University after three years, because I had 
allowed my grades to fall so sharply. I had aspirations of join-
ing the military, but was about 40 lbs too heavy and had just 
been fired from my job. Needless to say I was feeling kind 
of lost.

After three months of sending out applications without 
hearing any word back, I finally cracked and submitted an 

application to a grocery store, something I told myself I’d 
never do again. There were a number of stores near my house, 
so I chose the one that was closest to me.  A few days later I 
heard back from them, but the location they were telling me 
to go for my initial interview was a place completely different 
than the one I thought I was applying for.

I arrived at the store that I previously didn’t even know 
existed; only to discover that it was two doors down from a 
recruiting center for the military. I was offered a position and 
began work a short time later.

The close proximity to the recruiting center helped reignite 
my passion for joining the military and gave me direction that 
I sorely needed. Six months and 40 lbs later I was lined up 
alongside several other “soon to be servicemen and women,” 
taking my oath to “defend the constitution from all enemies 
foreign and domestic.”  I had realized my goal.

Everything that has happened to me in the last eight years 
can be attributed to that one grocery store application. There 
were dark times during that period of course. But as I look 
back, I realize that every step I took led me to another, and 
another, each time fulfilling various facets of the overarching 
goal I have for myself.  Even at my lowest, I now see those 
periods in a new light, one that shows me that I’m on the path 
I need to be on.

Where it will go, I don’t know. But the best thing I can do is 

keep moving forward. If I find myself in darkness, I look for 
the ways these dark times might strengthen me, help me real-
ize my overarching goal and will my proverbial legs to move 
again. Just one more step.

Why I believe everything happens for a reason

BY CODY DRAPER
Staff Writer

It feels like we just started, and now the se-
mester is drawing to a close. This is the time 
of year where most people are beginning to 
feel worn down, and coffee and energy drink 
sales are no doubt on the rise. With dead-
lines looming, our stress levels are high and 
morale is running low. Regardless of how 
you’ve done up to this point, if you are acing 
all of your classes or barely staying afloat, I 
have something to tell you. Don’t give up, no 
matter how bleak things may seem.

I can’t say for sure exactly how I devel-
oped this personal philosophy of mine, al-
though it likely stems from my competitive 
nature and perfectionism. Where it came 
from doesn’t matter. What is important is 
that, in all facets of life, I refuse to admit de-
feat until the very end. If I am serious about 
something, and even sometimes when I’m 
not, I can become very headstrong. 

This desire to succeed has helped me do 
well in school. It allowed me to perform 
moderately well in gym class despite not 
be very athletic. It is the reason why I excel 
at an unusual hobby of mine, online forum 
games based on shows like “Survivor” and 

“Big Brother,” and why I am certain I would 
do the same if I were ever on the real thing 
(CBS, call me). For better or worse, it has 
allowed me to accomplish a wide variety of 
achievements both big and small; if I have a 

goal, I will devote everything I have to ac-
complishing it, and I will do everything in 
my power to avoid failure. This somewhat 
unhealthy but overall beneficial mindset has 
helped to get me to where I am today, and I 

believe it could help you too.
As this semester comes to a close, I’d like 

to wish everyone the best of luck in their 
future endeavors. Whether you are graduat-
ing or continuing with your studies, taking 
the next step with your significant other or 
maintaining your status as the most eligible 
single in your area, following your dreams 
or sticking with your current job, I hope 
you will stay resolute. Above all else, keep 
working towards your goals. You won’t al-
ways succeed, but statistically speaking, you 
won’t always fail either. So finish this semes-
ter strong, persevere until the bitter end, and 
have an absolutely fantastic summer.

The Epic Struggle

“Everything that has happened to me in the 
last eight years can be attributed to that one 
grocery store application. There were dark 
times during that period of course. But as I 
look back, I realize that every step I took led 
me to another, and another, each time fulfilling 
various facets of the overarching goal I have 
for myself.”

“Regardless of how 
you’ve done up to this 
point, if you are acing 
all of your classes or 
barely staying afloat, I 
have something to tell 
you. Don’t give up, no 
matter how bleak things 
may seem.”
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BY AMBER AINSWORTH
Staff Writer

Stress and Not-So-Beauty

Photo courtesy of beautydiscover.net

Stress is something we all relate to, especially this time in 
the semester! Unfortunately, stress does not just affect our 
mental and emotional health, but it even attacks our physical 
health. So for those who don’t realize it, I’m here to talk about 
how stress affects your beauty, literally!

To start off, let’s discuss the stress hormone called, “cor-
tisol.” When we are under stress, this is released in our body 
and it:

●Causes increase in fat tissue, especially tummy fat
●Due to poor eating habits under stress, more weight gain
●Causes skin process to slow down, which means wrinkles  

 and dullness
●Affects the way our hair grows, which means hair loss
●Not to mention a dull face and dull skin
There are also indirect ways that stress affects our physical 

look:
●Lack of sleep = dark circles, dull face, tired eyes
●Improper eating
●Low energy
●Overall dull look and behavior
●It even makes one vulnerable to getting sick quickly   

 and easily, which is a whole new problem of it’s own!
It can literally be shown on one’s face by their expression  

and voice. But don’t worry! I am not here to stress you out 
even more. In fact, let’s discuss a few steps to fixing this

●Leave your stress to the next day instead of thinking   
 before sleeping, since nothing will be changed or  
 fixed lying there at that exact moment

●Try to eat properly and drink much fluid (I watch TV to  
 distract myself or feel light hearted)

●Yoga or meditating- sometimes it feels like you’re   
 literally shaking stress off haha

●Talk to close friends or family- get it off your chest so  
 you’re not walking around feeling heavy

I wanted to discuss exercising in a little more detail since it 

has many benefits:
●It reduces stress. Reducing stress takes away the fatigue  

 and dull look along with other stress related issues  
 like dark circles, weight gain, etc.

●Speaking of weight, exercising not only affects our face,  
 but our entire look. It tones out our body and reduces  
 unhealthy fat

●Better overall look means better self-esteem. Confidence  
 plays great factor in how one looks- a nice, sharp  
 smile can change one’s looks

●Did you know it even affects hair? The better blood  
  circulation helps hair follicles, which means  
  healthier and possibly faster growing hair

●It helps with a better night’s sleep, and sleep alone is  
 very important to beauty and health

●It helps the entire skin renewing process, which gives  
 us that glow we want!

●Exercising is helpful in reducing issues such as wrinkles,  
 lines, and especially acne

●It keeps you looking young and refreshed, along with  
 alive and active!

There are also many resources online and other ways to find 
stress relieving ideas. So try and see how it will help you out!

I know it isn’t easy (or 100 percent possible) to just stop 
stressing- it takes time and change, but there are ways to re-
duce it. We need to be kind to our bodies and health, physically 
and mentally/emotionally.

Beauty Tips From Aisha

When a couple gets lost and gets a flat tire, 
they end up in a castle where an annual Tran-
sylvanian Convention is taking place.  While 
spending time at the castle, they experience 
outrageous scenarios in the world of a trans-
vestite by the name of Dr. Frank N. Furter.

“Rocky Horror Picture Show” has been 
deemed a cult classic and has gathered a fol-
lowing of such.

“At a basic level, it’s a satirical sci-fi/
horror musical with a rock n roll soundtrack 
that pays homage to the B movies of the 50s 
and 60s,” said college student Austin Gul-
lett.  “What most people associate the movie 
with is the outrageous main character—a mad 
transvestite scientist—and the similar motifs 
of cross-dressing, over-the-topness, and ab-
surdity that carry over the whole movie.”

The musical comedy, originally released in 
1975, still continues to garner attention from 
fans both young and old as they dress for the 
parts of the film and shadow cast the movie. 
Essentially, the actors perform in front of the 
screen as it plays.

While this is happening, the audience is 
encouraged to throw items at the actors and 
be loud.

This form of performing is a common 
practice among fans of “Rocky Horror 
Picture Show”; the phenomenon has been 
described as both a culture and a tradition.

Michigan had a lack of casts for some 
time, but groups are causing a revival.

The Michigan Rocky Horror Preservation 
Society (MRHPS) has roughly 55 mem-
bers that suit up for the twisted and off the 
wall performances. New members are often 
gained from people in the audience that are 
fascinated by the concept.

Members of the MRHPS range in age from 
18 all the way to members in their 50s, mak-
ing for a diverse cast to play out the obscene 
musical.

18-year-old Morgan Rabidue sat in the 
audience for a year before deciding to get 
involved. Since then, she has performed in 
12 shows to date. For Morgan, Rocky Horror 
gives her a place that she can be as crazy as 
she wants without being judged for how she 

acts.
For those involved in RHPS at the State 

Wayne Theater in Wayne, Michigan, every 
second and fourth Saturday of the month is a 
chance for the cast to let loose and embrace 
their “rocky persona.”  It’s a sold out show 
nearly every week.

Austin commutes from Michigan State 
University to perform in the shows. He has 
been involved with Rocky Horror for nearly 
five years, two of those years have been with 
MRHPS. His drive to Wayne from Lansing 
and the show itself can force him to be awake 
for 24 hours at a time.

For Austin, the jour-
ney can take a lot out of 
him, but he considers it 
to be a “labor of love.”

Despite the toll it can 
have on him, Rocky has 
had a definite impact on 
him.

“The best thing about 
Rocky Horror, from my 
perspective, is the sense 
of friendship and com-
munity you get out of it,” 
said Austin, noting that 
even though he may not 
be best friends with the 
people he meets, he has 
formed bonds with both the 
cast and members of the 
audience.

Rocky Horror participant Jessica Harris, 
who goes by the name Uncle Jessie, says the 
show, “is an “experience” where a group of 
like-minded weirdoes dance around in their 
underwear.”

While this may be true, there is much 
thought and planning that goes into each and 
every show.

RHPS is truly an artistic undertaking, 
as the performers are extremely creative 
throughout the entire process of crafting each 
show. They make most of their own costumes 
for the performances, a process Uncle Jessie 
describes as being, “as easy as finding a dress 
at a thrift shop or as difficult as creating a 

gold lame quilted spacesuit from scratch.”
In addition to costumes, they also try to 

make as many of their own props and they do 
their own hair and make-up.

Austin describes the show and what is put 
into it as not just being “a chance to be silly 
and sexy.” Though there is a whole lot more 
than just dressing up involved, of course 
he sees nothing wrong with being silly and 
having a good time; everything ties together 
to make Rocky Horror what fans know and 
love.

To keep the show from getting boring or 
overplayed, the cast 
switches up their 
performances by in-
cluding theme nights, 
swapping characters, 
and encouraging 
the audience to get 
involved by providing 
prop bags that they 
can use throughout the 
show.

The whole point 
of the show is to give 
fans of the movie a 
place that they can 
break out of their 
comfort zones and act 
however they please 

for a few hours.
“What Rocky Horror 

is to ME, and to the other people who de-
vote a significant amount of their time to it, 
however, goes beyond a movie,” said Austin 
about what it means to be part of the “Rocky 
Horror Picture Show.”

Those who are part of the MRHPS have 
gotten so much more than just a chance to act 
and enjoy a Saturday night out; it’s a place 
that has changed the lives of some that have 
gotten involved.

“It has changed my view of myself,” said 
Uncle Jessie.  “When I started, I was a stay 
at home parent who had lost so much confi-
dence and so much of my own identity.  Per-
forming in such a revealing and ostentatious 
way, I feel like I have gained back everything 

tenfold.”
Rocky Horror is an environment that al-

lows for so much freedom and exploration 
that those who attend and even choose to 
become performers get a chance to break out 
of their shell more than they ever would have 
otherwise.

“In my everyday life I’m just a quiet, 
introverted English student,” said Austin. “I 
get the chance to be ridiculous, outlandish, 
and confident in myself in a way I don’t get 
anywhere else in my life.”

Rocky Horror participant Brittany Stoliker 
says her favorite part of RHPS is the commu-
nity, while Morgan enjoys how she is in an 
environment where she can be free.

Ultimately, Rocky Horror is a place where 
people with a common interest in the film 
can come together and be themselves while 
enjoying something that they really like.

Unfortunately, the subject matter of 
“Rocky Horror Picture Show” sometimes 
draws negative attention and causes people to 
look down on the shows before they under-
stand them. Despite the immense amount of 
popularity surrounding Rocky Horror, there 
are doubts and stigmas that have arisen.

Austin thinks that some people view 
Rocky Horror as being an endeavor that only 
people that meet a certain profile fit.  He im-
mediately counters that false belief, saying, 
“We’re seen as intimidating or rude or bellig-
erent or something, but we are the most inclu-
sive group of people you may ever meet.”

According to Brittany, the biggest mis-
conception she hears about RHPS is that it 
is harmful.  She compares it to the LGBT 
community, saying, “It gets a lot of the same 
stigma that the LGBT community gets.”

Morgan agrees, adding a common miscon-
ception is that, “it’s JUST a bunch of gay men 
rubbing on you and making you uncomfort-
able.”

Both Brittany and Morgan completely dis-
agree with these incorrect assumptions, Brit-
tany saying it is all just for fun, while Morgan 
notes, “We only touch the comfortable (insert 
some creepy winking emoji here).”

Melodic Thoughts and Contemplative Sounds: 
If you’ve never heard the Gymnopédies and Gnossiennes of 

Erik Satie, you have been missing out on one of the most fasci-
nating composers of the 20th century, better known to the music 
world as the Romantic Period. He may not be Frederic Chopin, 
but Satie’s approach to music was revolutionary to say the least.

   One of the things I love most about the composer Erik Satie 
is how he can take a few simple notes, a few chords, a steady 
rhythm and somehow create this inspiring, emotional piece 
of music. As I listen to Gymnopedie[1] #1, I can imagine the 
steady fall of rain, droplets sliding down the window, the distant 
sound of a car passing, its wheels pushing through the massive 
puddles. As the tune fades the rain is slowing to a drizzle and the 
sun is considering leaving its place of shelter, behind the clouds.

   The sounds fade and then the beginning chords of the sec-
ond Gymnopedie begin. The story continues, light filtering in 
through the gentle sprinkles. The sun peaks out for a short pe-
riod, then ducks behind a cloud again as the third movement 
commences. 

   Each of Satie’s pieces tell a story. Of course, many would 

say the same could be said for any musician. Satie is different, 
though, in that his creativity is not limited to his audience; it’s 
visible throughout his compositions. The traditional cues of dy-
namics have been replaced with descriptions, emotions and im-
ages Satie wished the pianist to experience. Instead of instruct-
ing the musician with terms like forte (loud) and piano(soft), 
Satie says “with the tip of your thought,” “very lost,” and “open 
your head. Bury the sound.”

   In one of his compositions, ”Chapitres Tournés en Tous 
Sens[2],” near the climax of the piece he writes, “Wait. He feels 
the rock slipping from his grasp: it’s going to fall. Pause. That’s 
done it!-It falls.” I’ve never heard of any composer approaching 
music the way Satie does. If nothing else, he was a unique indi-
vidual. Personally, the Gymnopedies 1-3 as well as Gnossienne 
numbers 3 and 4 are his best pieces. But don’t take my word for 
it. Go see for yourself.

[1] A word, like gnoissienne, both of which he made up.
[2] The Bearer of Large Stones

BY MONICA SABELLA
A&E Editor

The Music of Erik Satie

Homage to a classic
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BY JENNA WOS
Staff Writer

In high school, every student starts to get 
a sense of what they’re interested in and pos-
sible career choices that could go along with 
that subject. 

On the Advanced Placement Calculus 
exam, I got a score of one out of a possible 
five, so math is a no-go. I didn’t even take the 
Advanced Placement Chemistry exam, be-
cause I knew that it would be even more disas-
trous; I’m not sure if it’s possible to get a score 
of zero, but I think I would’ve been the one to 
break that rule had I taken the exam. 

English, however, was on the complete op-
posite end of the spectrum. Reading and writ-
ing were what made most sense to me, hence 
my major in journalism and minor in English.

Like many English-oriented book nerds, 
my dream job is to work as a book editor in 
New York City. A career where I go on a dif-
ferent journey every day through the pages of 
books? Yes, please! While I have been work-
ing towards that, I’ve discovered many stories 
along the way, as one book nerd does. The 

combination of my love for adventures told 
through text and curiosity for the City That 
Never Sleeps are the perfect buildup for Book-
Con, taking place at 
Javits Center in 
New York City on 
May 30 and 31.

BookCon, or-
ganized by the 
same company 
that puts on New 
York Comic Con, 
Chicago Comic 
& Entertainment 
Expo, “Star Wars” 
Celebration, and 
Oz Comic Con, 
is a celebration of 
storytelling and 
pop culture. The 
convention is an im-
mersive, interactive event that features Q&A’s 
with the authors, autographing sessions, story-

telling podcasts, screenings, and literary quiz 
shows. 

There are so many things to be pumped for!
From a literary 

standpoint, I’m 
super psyched, 
because one my 
favorite (living) 
authors is go-
ing to be there. 
Ellen Hopkins, 
the creator of 
the “Crank” se-
ries and all other 
equally effed-
up books. I will 
definitely be tak-
ing my copy of 
“Identical,” the 
first novel of hers 

which I read and fell 
in love with her writing, with me to be signed.

Other well-known authors attending the 

convention are mystery novelist James Pat-
terson, young adult writers Sarah Dessen and 
Jodi Picoult, Meg Cabot of “The Princess Dia-
ries,” and Candace Bushnell of “Sex and the 
City.” 

The fangirl side of me, however, is most ex-
cited for Taye Diggs. I haven’t read the book 
of his which is being featured yet, but he orig-
inated the part of Benny in “Rent” and was 
married to Idina Menzel, and that (along with 
his delicious looks) is enough to get me going.

Other celebrities in attendance who may 
not have as much recognition as authors as 
they do television personalities will be Mindy 
Kaling and B.J. Novak of “The Office,” Nick 
Offerman of “Parks and Recreation,” Julianne 
Moore, and comedian Aziz Ansari.

I’m glad I don’t have a math or science 
brain, otherwise I wouldn’t have been exposed 
to an event as neat as BookCon. Though it is 
two months away, I have a lot of reading to do 
as I count down the days to my literary New 
York adventure.

BookCon

●“Sound of Music”
 ▪Musical 
 ▪April 21- Oct. 18
●“The Diary of Anne Frank”
 ▪Drama
 ▪April 22- Oct. 10
●“Hamlet”
 ▪Shakespeare
 ▪May 1- Oct. 11
●“Carousel”
 ▪Musical
 ▪May 5- Oct. 16
●“The Adventures of Pericles”
 ▪Shakespeare
 ▪May 8- Sept. 19
●“Taming of the Shrew”
 ▪Shakespeare
 ▪May 11 – Oct. 10
●“The Physicists”
 ▪Comedy
 ▪May 12- Sept. 20

●“She Stoops to Conquer”
 ▪Classic Comedy
 ▪May 16 – Oct. 10
●“Oedipus Rex”
 ▪Classic Drama
 ▪June 30 – Sept. 18
●“Possible Worlds”
 ▪Drama
 ▪July 1 – Sept. 19
●“Love’s Labour’s Lost”
 ▪Shakespeare
 ▪July 30- Oct. 9
●“The Last Wife”
 ▪World Premiere
 ▪July 30 – Sept. 26
●“The Alchemist”
 ▪Classic Comedy
 ▪Aug.  1- Sept. 19
For more information about ticket 

costs, see stratfordfestival.ca

Stratford’s Shakespeare 
Festival

Do you love a good drama or are you more the comedic type? Do you wish you 
could burst into song whenever the moment strikes you, without getting any strange 
looks? Well, maybe Stratford is the place for you. Beginning April 21 and stretching 
to October, plays and musicals alike will be performed onstage in Stratford, Ontario. 
Names such as Christopher Plummer, Tyrone Gunthrie, William Shatner, Maggie 
Shaw, Eric McMormack have graced the stage as well as a swarm of others. This sea-
son’s entertainment looks to be a great line up. Here are the dates and the plays. Make 
sure to put them on your summer to do list!

BY MONICA SABELLA
A&E Editor

BY COLLIN WARD
Staff Writer

The snow has melted, the rain is falling, and 
the sun is staying out a little later each night. 

Summer is coming. 
Festival season is approaching. 
Every summer, throughout the country, 

herds of people from all over the world gather 
in celebration of music.  

But how do you chose which one(s) to at-
tend?

Let’s break down the major festivals that 
are happening this summer. 

COACHELLA
When: April 10-12 and April 17-19
Where: Indio, CA
Who’s Playing: AC/DC, Drake, Alabama 

Shakes, Florence + the Machine, Jack White, 
The Weekend, Interpol, Ryan Adams, Hozier, 
Ratatat, St. Vincent, and more. 

Set in the middle of the desert in California, 
Coachella is the first major festival each year 
(this weekend in fact) and it consistently de-
livers every year. A great eclectic mix of hip-
hop, classic rock, and electronic it has some-
thing for everyone, including a hot desert sun. 
It is also the best festival for a celebrity sight-
ing, where you can be laughing with a friend 
one minute and find yourself dancing next to 
Leonardo DiCaprio during OutKast the next. 
And if one weekend wasn’t enough, Coachella 
does it all over again the following weekend. 

GA Tickets and VIP Tickets are all sold out.    
HANGOUT FEST
When: May 15-17
Where: Gulf Shores, AL
Who’s Playing: Foo Fighters, Sam Smith, 

Paramore, Zac Brown Band, Beck, Foster the 
People, Skrillex, Vance Joy, Spoon, Damien 
Marley, and more.

Few festivals give off the chill vibes like 
Hangout Fest. It literally takes place on a 
beach in Alabama and has a great mix of pro-
gressive rock and pop this year. Not the most 
well known festival, but it consistently draws 
passionate crowds and bands. 

GA Tickets are currently on sale for $280.50 
for three days of music. 

GOVERNORS BALL
When: June 5-7
Where: Randall’s Island Park in New York 

City
Who’s Playing: Drake, Florence + the 

Machine, The Black Keys, Lana Del Rey, 
BJÖRK, Deadmau5, Twin Shadow, Weird Al 
Yankovic, Chromeo, Charlie XCX, St. Vin-
cent, and more. 

New York City’s 
only major festi-
val has given three 
straight years of 
great lineups and 
this year’s is no dif-
ferent. Set on Ran-
dall’s Island Park in 
between Manhat-
tan and Brooklyn it 
is small in size but 
packs a huge punch 
with music going all 
day and night as you 
look over to the New 
York skyline. Since 
Gov. Ball is not a camping 
festival, you have to get on and off the island 
each day and night, which can be a little bit of 
a hassle if you are unfamiliar with the city, but 
BJÖRK at a festival might just be worth it. 

GA Tickets are currently on sale for 
$300.00. But don’t forget to buy your trans-
portation pass too.

BONNAROO
When: June 11-14
Where: Manchester, TN
Who’s Playing: Billy Joel, Mumford and 

Sons, Deadmau5, Kendrick Lamar, Florence 
+ the Machine, Robert Plant, My Morning 
Jacket, Bassnectar, Flume, Childish Gambino, 
Alabama Shakes, and more. 

The quintessential U.S. music festival. 
Bonnaroo is a four day camping and music ex-
travaganza smack right in the middle of sum-
mer. It is hot. But the collective sweating and 
sun burns is what makes this festival a must. 

The new people you meet, the pains of try-
ing to wash yourself clean, and the music that 
literally goes until dawn are all apart of this 
festival. 

GA Tickets are on sale now for $324.50. 
FIREFLY MUSIC FESTIVAL
When: June 18-21
Where: Dover, DE

Who’s Playing: 
Paul McCartney, 
The Killers, Kings 
of Leon, Morrissey, 
Zedd, Snoop Dogg, 
Hozier, Modest 
Mouse, Kid Cudi, 
Sublime, Matt and 
Kim, Empire of the 
Sun, Bastille, and 
more. 

Set in the wood-
lands park in Dover, 
Delaware this four 
day camping festival 
is still a new dog on 
the festival circuit, 

only starting back in 2012? 
But every year they deliver a great setlist and 
this year, it’s Paul McCartney man! With local 
beers, farmer markets, and yoga every morn-
ing in the campsites Firefly stresses the camp-
ing bond. And the singalong to McCartney’s 
“Hey Jude” will definitely make these camp-
ers bond. 

GA Tickets are still on sale for $299.00. 
Campsite rental is $149 and fits six people. 

ELECTRIC FOREST
When: June 25-28
Where: Rothbury, MI
Who’s Playing: Bassnectar, Skrillex, Kas-

kade, Flume, Big Gigantic, Edward Sharpe 
and the Magnetic Zeros, Phantogram, and 
more.

Michigan’s premiere camping music fes-
tival. Electric Forest is geared towards elec-
tronic music artists. This year the most noted 
and awarded artist Skrillex comes to the for-

est, so get your dancing shoes on and get ready 
to boogie. Walking through the forest at night 
is a magical experience. 

GA Tickets are all sold out. 
LOLLAPALOOZA
When: July 31-Aug. 2
Where: Chicago, IL
Who’s Playing: Paul McCartney, Sam 

Smith, Metalica, Florence + the Machine, The 
Weekend, Alesso, Alabama Shakes, Of Mon-
sters and Men, Tv on the Radio, alt-J, Kid 
Cudi, Dillon Francis, Brand New, and more. 

Lollapalooza is a huge festival. We’re talk-
ing 300,000 people a weekend and it’s already 
sold out. Lolla has definitely changed over 
the past four years turning more and more to 
electronic and pop music, while its great to see 
rare classic rock bands like Metalical headlin-
ing, the crowd at Lolla has changed. That be-
ing said, the organizers continue to deliver in-
credible features every year, local food carts, 
beer by Chicago’s Goose Island Brewery, and 
introducing Lolla Cashless was inspired. If 
you were lucky enough to grab a ticket this 
year, you will no doubt witness a well orga-
nized festival, but beware of Perry’s stage! 

GA Tickets are all sold out but VIP Tickets 
are on sale for $1,850.00.

OUTSIDE LANDS FESTIVAL 
When: Aug. 7-9
Where: San Francisco, CA
Who’s Playing: Elton John, Mumford and 

Sons, Wilco, The Black Keys, Kendrick La-
mar, Billy Idol, Sam Smith, Slightly Stoopid, 
Axwell & Ingrosso, D’Angelo, and more. 

Set in Golden Gate Park this year’s lineup 
is full of heavy hitters. Not only does this fes-
tival provide great music but is also a celebra-
tion of food, beer, and wine. It’s a great epi-
curean adventure all located in beautiful San 
Francisco. 

Tickets are all sold out. 
Lineups for Riot Festival in Chicago, Aus-

tin City Limits, and Voodoo Festival in New 
Orleans should all be coming in the next few 
months.

2015 Music Festival preview

Photo courtesy of spacelab.tv
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Voice for Choice is an 
organization whose goal 
is to provide education 
and advocacy around 
reproductive justice is-
sues. The organization 
was formed three years 
ago and has been ac-
tive on campus since.

Julia Cuneo, the 
president of Voice for 
Choice, noticed fly-
ers up for anti-choice 
events on campus as a 
freshman. Her and her 
friends were upset from 
seeing flyers that were 
“women-shaming,” so 
they founded the organi-
zation, Voice for Choice. 

“They often featured 
guilt-inducing ‘facts’ 
and potentially trigger-
ing accusations,” said 
Cuneo about the fly-
ers. According to her, 
they were spreading 
dangerous propaganda.

Voice for Choice 
hosts events to cele-
brate bodily autonomy, 
raise awareness about 
consent and sexual as-
sault, and is focusing 
on building a movement to stop the attacks 
on women’s health taking place in Michigan. 

“We have had movie showings and pan-
els to help people understand reproductive 
justice and how it impacts people’s lives,” 
said Cuneo. Last year, they also celebrated 
the Roe vs. Wade case with a dance party. 

The Roe vs. Wade case in 1973 was a 
lawsuit involving a single pregnant woman, 
who challenged the abortion laws in Texas. 
The laws stated that it was a crime to obtain 
or attempt an abortion except to save the life 
of the mother. Roe won the Supreme Court 
Case. The court held that a woman’s right to 
an abortion fell within the right to privacy. 

This semester, Voice for Choice is part-
nering with Planned Parenthood Affiliates of 
Southeast Michigan to train students in run-
ning an issue campaign. The training involves 
identifying an issue, power mapping, strategy 
and other skills learned to run a campaign. 

“We believe that reproductive choic-
es are best left to the person whose 
body they impact,” said Cuneo. 

The members of the organization work 
to reduce stigma about abortion, change 
Michigan policy so that contraception is 
more accessible, and allow people to live 
in a state where everyone has the right 
to choose when and how to have a child. 

One of their most successful events was 

the Abortion Speakout. This was an event 
where Voice for Choice invited all people to 
speak about their experiences with abortion.

“People came from all walks of life to share 
their happy, sad, stressful, and joyous decisions 
about pregnancy and abortion,” said Cuneo. 

“People have the intelligence and strength 
to make these complicated and difficult de-
cisions for themselves,” said Cuneo. “They 
do not need lawmakers or religious zeal-
ots forcing them one way or another.”

Cuneo would like to tackle issues such as 
abortion and the intersection of identity. She 
stresses that there are more complex, dynamic 
issues other than pro-choice versus pro-life. 

“Our society does not provide a safe, 

healthy environment 
for raising chil-
dren, so that’s not 
reproductive justice 
either,” she said.

Cuneo named 
some examples of 
reproductive issues 
such as young black 
people getting shot, 
therefore tearing 
apart families. She 
also said that one 
out of three Native 
American women 
experience rape 
or sexual assault 
in their lifetime. 

“We don’t talk 
about these things 
enough because 
we’re so wrapped 
up in fighting 
the ‘anti-choice’ 
side,” she said. 

Cuneo explained 
that it is important 
to have this organi-
zation on campus, 
because they rep-
resent a voice of 
marginalized peo-
ple who are often 
forced into silence. 

“It’s incredibly im-
portant, especially in Michigan- a state steadily 
sinking into the abyss of conservative rancor- 
that people speak out for their rights,” she said. 

Voice for Choice has about 10-15 ac-
tive members, and their meetings are open 
for everyone. Their meetings are in the 
Student Organization Center in the Uni-
versity Center on Tuesdays at 1:00 pm. 

If students are interested in joining, they 
can email Cuneo at jcuneo@umich.edu, 
and they will be added to the mailing list. 

Voice for Choice is looking for new officers 
for next year, since many of their active mem-
bers will be graduating this semester. If inter-
ested, please contact Cuneo at the email above. 

By GHADEER ALARADI
Student Life Editor

The Society of Women Engineers (SWE) is a national 
organization dedicated to providing support and connec-
tions for women in male dominated classes. The organiza-
tion also offers volunteer opportunities for students to get 
involved with technology in the Detroit area and welcomes 
graduate school students to learn more about engineering. 

Every year, the SWE helps with the Welcome Back Pic-
nic. They also hold resume writing/career etiquette nights 
for engineering students. They have had University of 
Michigan- Dearborn graduates speak about their engineer-
ing careers. SWE also works with girl scouts and other 
outreach organizations to promote learning and STEM 
(science, technology, engineering, and math) activities. 

Every year, members attend the national Society of Women 
Engineers conference. “U of M SWE members can attend a ca-
reer fair with around 500 companies and attend talks given by 
women in engineering careers who offer their advice on getting 

ahead in companies, dealing with difficult work situations, and 
various other topics,” said Emily Lerner, President of SWE. 

More than 7,000 members from around the world of the 
national chapter of SWE attend the annual conferences. They 
offer connections with women in engineering from around the 
world, gaining insight and learning from influential speakers, 
and taking professional networks to the international level. 

Joining SWE offers members community support, ed-
ucation and development, provides resources, and im-
proves leadership skills. There is also a chance to win 
scholarships that support women pursuing engineering. 

“I believe more women are getting into engineering and 
I hope the stereotype of women not going into technol-
ogy is being broken,” said Lerner. She explained that shows 
like the “Big Bang Theory” portray women as profession-
als in the engineering field helps to break down stereotypes. 

The Society of Women Engineers also has a K-12 Out-
reach program, where they provide resources for kids 
in school that want to get into the engineering field. 

According to Lerner, SWE is a national organization for en-
gineers, so men are welcome to join and support women pursu-
ing the field. 

Students can join SWE by going to http://societyofwom-
enengineers.swe.org/membership, and clicking on “Join.”

Students can also find more information about UM-
Dearborn’s SWE by stopping by their bulletin board which 
is located on the first floor of the Engineering Lab Build-
ing (ELB). They can also sign up for their mailing list. 

The meeting times are posted on the bulletin board, 
and they are usually once a month. They are usually on 
Thursdays, but it can vary month to month. Meeting 
dates are also sent out via email to those who signed up.

“It is important to have SWE on campus for fe-
male representation in engineering, all of the wonder-
ful volunteer work we can do to help the area,” said Le-
rner. “And to create and connect a strong network of 
professionals who are enthusiastic about what they do.”

Photo courtesy of Emily Lerner.

Get to know an organization: Voice for Choice

Get to know the Society of Women Engineers

Members attending the last conference in Los Angeles, California.

Members attending Roe v. Rave Dance Party last year. Photo courtesy of Julia Cuneo.
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Myth: Suicide doesn’t happen all that fre-
quently; it only affects a few people. Truth: Ac-
cording to the CDC, suicide is the tenth leading 
cause of death in the U.S. It is also, the third lead-
ing cause of death among teenagers.  

These are some of the myths debunked 
with facts during Suicide Prevention Week 
held by the Association of Students in 
Psychology and Alliance for DisAbility 
Awareness. The signs were passed out that 
contains myths and facts on the Univer-
sity Center stage on Monday, March 30. 

Students passing by took signs and held 
up on their neck to raise awareness about 
suicide myths and facts. There was also 
a board that said, “Mental Health is..” 
where students wrote what they thought. 

 Some ideas that students wrote 
were, “reflecting on what makes you hap-
py,” “being able to think clearly,” “be-
ing comfortable in your own skin,” 
“sleeping all day,” amongst many more. 

 The next day of Suicide Prevention 

Week was, “Ask a Question, Save a Life,” which 
discussed how to approach colleagues or stu-
dents when concerned about their well being. 

 “Kochoff A was full. I’ve never seen 
it that packed,” said Najat Nahshal, President 
of the Associations of Students in Psychology. 

 When asked about how to ap-
proach loved ones about the topic, Nah-
shal explained to ask them upfront about 
how they feel. “People who are suicidal are 
more likely to talk to a friend or a loved 
one rather than a counselor,” she said.

 On Wednesday, April 1 they hosted 
a Symptoms and Prevention Panel in Fair-
lane Center North. The panel discussed the 
symptoms of suicide and ways to prevent it. 

 They also hosted a Question-
naire on Thursday, April 2 in CASL. 

 On Friday, April 3, they screened 
a film titled “Seven Pounds.” The movie, 

starring Will Smith, is about a man seeking 
redemption by dramatically transforming 
the lives of seven people he doesn’t know. 

 The hashtag #DontJustStandThere 
was used during the campaign to raise aware-
ness about taking action. “It’s geared towards 

people who are suicidal and bystanders to help 
themselves and other people,” said Nahshal. 

 According to Nahshal, there has never 
been a suicide prevention week on campus. 
“Veterans, the LGBTQ community, and col-
lege students are more at risk to becoming sui-
cidal, and we want to prevent that,” she said. 

 “One of the reasons we brought this 
campaign to campus is to show people that 
they are not alone,” said Saja Almusawi, Vice 
President of the Association of Students in 
Psychology. “If they or anyone else they know 
are having suicidal thoughts; we want them to 
know the facts, we want to provide them with 

resources, and we want to offer them support.”
 Another myth that Almusawi pointed 

out is that having suicidal thoughts lead to a 
mental health disorder, but that is not true. She 
explained that 10-18 percent of people have had 
suicidal thoughts at some point in their lives. 

“Just because you thought about it, 
doesn’t necessarily mean you are go-
ing to go through with it,” said Almusawi. 
“That can be relieving to some people 
who might think that they are all alone.”

 The faculty from the psychology de-
partment also offered extra credit to their stu-
dents for attending one of the events. Accord-
ing to Nahshal, they have done a phenomenal 
job planning the campaign and supporting the 
organization by telling their students to attend. 

“How professional this campaign was goes 
to show our hard work months ahead paid off. 
Also all the support from faculty advisors and 
counselor centers really showed throughout the 
week,” said Nahshal. “It was so touching to see 
everyone coming together for a great cause.”

The Association of Students in Psychology hosts
Suicide Prevention Week

“One of the reasons we brought this campaign to 
campus is to show people that they are not alone.”

Photos courtesy of Association of Students in Psychology.The Association of Students in Psychology starts off Suicide Prevention Week with a booth  passing out signs on the UC stage 
on Monday, March 30. They also had a tri-fold where students wrote what they thought mental health meant.

April 7- April 16

What’s going on around campus?

 Tuesday, April 7
Conversation on College Affordability

12:00 pm 
Kochoff Hall C

Thursday, April 9
College of Business Executive Speaker 

Series
7:30 am - 9:30 am

Saturday, April 11
Spring Open House- Maize & Blue Day

12:00 pm - 3:30 pm
Kochoff Hall

Monday, April 13
GE Capital Java Training

9:00 am
1110 PEC

Wednesday, April 15
Susan B. Anthony Awards Dinner

5:00 pm - 8:30 pm
Michigan Room FCS

Transfer Night
5:00 pm - 8:00 pm

1145 University Center

Thursday, April 16
You, Not: A Poetry Reading by Lee War-

ner Brooks In memory of his son Austen Berj 
Brooks
2:00 pm

1030 CASL Building

College of Engineering and Computer 
Science Graduate Open House

4:30 pm - 7:00 pm
IAVS Lobby

COB Graduate Information Session
6:00 pm - 7:30 pm

Michigan Room FCS
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The University of Mich-
igan-Dearborn’s lacrosse 
team fell to Oakland Uni-
versity, 12-8, Saturday for 
their second divisional loss 
of the season .

The Grizzlies raced to 
a quick start, taking a 4-0 
lead before the Wolverines 
narrowed the gap to 6-4 go-
ing into the half.

In the second half, Oak-
land took advantage of 

breakdowns in defensive 
communication and went 
on a 5-0 run to pull away.

“Oakland really pushed 
the transition game and 
took advantage of quick re-
starts the second half,” said 
coach Jason Watts. “They 
also gave our clearing game 
trouble in the fourth quarter 
which made it difficult to 
get the offensives posses-
sions we needed to close 
the gap.”

 Attacker Matthew Ros-
teck led the Wolverines 

with points scoring four 
goals and an assist. Senior 
attacker Ruben Cabello 
added three assists.

 For the Grizzlies, Corey 
Borkolov, Zachary Com-
peau and Alexander Timmis 
all had five points. Attacker 
Hunter Spielman led the 
team in scoring with four 
goals.

 “Outside of the opening 
few minutes of the game we 
played well defensively in 
six vs. six situations,” Watts 
said. “Unsettled situations 

and the transition game 
hurt us today, especially in 
the second half. On the of-
fensive side of the field we 
tried to do too much once 
we were down.”

 UM-Dearborn got away 
from its play sets and had 
to improvise more than they 
had liked.

 “We need to be efficient 
and take advantage of each 
possession and I don’t feel 
like we did that today,” said 
Watts. “We need to learn 
to play 60 minutes and 
have complete focus at all 
times.”

 The Wolverines are now 
5-3 on the season and have 

three games remaining this 
season.

 “We have three tough 
games remaining,” Watts 
said. “We need to focus 
hard this week.” 

The Wolverines return 
to action Saturday against 
Aquinas College, who is 
4-2 on the season. 
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Photo courtesy of I. Cabello
Sophomore defenseman Andrew Popp attempts to outrun a Lewis player during UM-Dearborn’s 20-0 win over the Flyers on March 22, 2015.

Oakland holds off lacrosse

In its first set of conference 
games this season, University 
of Michigan-Dearborn’s soft-
ball team swept all four con-
tests this past week. 

On a day marked by pranks 
— April 1 — the softball 
team certainly wasn’t fooling 
around against Cornerstone 
University. A potent offense 
carried the team to double-
header sweep.  

In each game, the Wolver-
ines scored nine runs on dou-
ble-digit hit totals and nearly 
matching RBI — seven in the 
first and eight in the second. 

The pitching attack was effec-
tive also, yielding a total of 11 
runs but holding Cornerstone 
batters to a limited .206 and 
.250 batting averages, respec-
tively. The second game was 
shortened to five innings.

Three days later, the Wol-
verines took on Siena Heights 
University for another two-
game set. Once again the 
team scored nine runs, they 
piled up 16 more on 21 hits 
in the second game. The Wol-
verines did allow their oppo-
nent to score 16 runs over the 
two games, but their forceful 
offensive production is diffi-
cult to overcome. Both games 

were shortened to seven in-
nings.

Highlighting the offensive 
barrage was second baseman 
Jordan Ewald, who collected 
five RBI and four runs on five 
hits against Siena Heights. 
Kayla Goodwin earned the 
win in the first game against 
the Saints and helped secure 
the victory with a save in the 
other.

UM-Dearborn softball’s 
next game will be against 
Cleary University at Livonia 
Ladywood High School on 
April 8. The first game will 
start at 3:00 p.m. with a sec-
ond following shortly after.

Softball sweeps doubleheaders 
with Cornerstone, Siena Heights

By STEVE ROBENAULT
Staff Reporter

Place Team Record

1 Siena Heights 8-0 (3-0)

2 Lourdes 3-4 (2-1)

3 Oakland 6-2 (1-1)

4 UM-Dearborn 5-3 (0-2)

5 Lawrence Tech 3-5 (0-2)

CCLA Division-II Central Standings (Through April 6)

The second half was a con-
tinued stalemate that didn’t see 
one touchdown scored.

An accumulation of drops, 
turnovers and sacks kept the 
offense reeling all game. Mor-
ris and Malzone were sacked 
five times combined.

There was much promise 
noticed on the defensive side 
of the ball. The highly-hyped 
Jabrill Peppers looked fantas-
tic in the Wolverines second-
ary. He put on a show for the 
crowd with his speed and abil-
ity to find the ball. 

Early in the game, Peppers 
nearly intercepted Morris, but 
couldn’t quite get two hands 

on the ball. The vocal fresh-
man was disappointed in him-
self for not coming up with the 
ball.

“That’s what separates 
good players from great play-
ers. That would’ve change the 
game, I had daylight in front of 
me,” Peppers said. “I tried to 
start running before I picked it. 
I told the team that one was on 
me.” 

Linebacker Joe Bolden led 
the Maize team with 13 total 
tackles, including three for a 
loss.

Senior Desmond Morgan 
played for the first time in 
nearly a year after missing all 
of last season due to an arm 
injury.

Morgan was excited to be 
back playing at the Big House.

“It felt good to be back. It’s 
been fun this whole spring, 
getting back on the field, re-
acclimated with everything,” 
Morgan said. “But whenever 
you’re able to play in the Big 
House like that, especially with 
the crowd that we got today for 
a spring game, it was fun.” 

Special teams were absent 
from the scrimmage. Har-
baugh decided to call a “vir-
tual punt” play on many fourth 
downs. He would simply walk 
the ball down to the other end 
and tell the opposing offense to 
start from there.

Spring Game
continued from page 11

By GEOFF MEHL
Staff Reporter
@GeoffMehl

for a while.” 
According to Zaya, the 

team went 7-2 during the 
regular season and lost both 
of their games in overtime, 
including one in double 
overtime.

Zaya said the team want-
ed to move the ball like a 
soccer team and “get out 
and run,” which created a 
‘soccer players only’ for-
mat. 

By winning the champi-
onship, it seems as if the 
strategy paid off. Mesic 
gave a reasoning for why 
their soccer tactics worked 
on the hardwood.

“It would space out the 
floor and we would be able 
to get easy open shots,” he 
said.

During the championship 
game, FC Basketball got 
into an early hole trailing 
Heisenberg 11-2. Hodnicki 
said once his team increased 
the tempo of the game, the 
tables started to turn.

“As soccer players we 
like fast pace, so we really 
wanted to speed up the tem-
po,” Hodnicki said. “We ran 
the floor whenever possible 
trying to get fast breaks, 

which is really what won us 
the game.”

FC Basketball would 
normally go with a “three 
guards and two bigs” line-
up, with the offense usually 
running through Lefebvre.

They were not a team 
centered around one player. 
Zaya expressed that every-
one contributed and their 
greatest strength was de-
fense.

“(We’re) pretty well 
rounded. Everyone plays 
great defense,” Zaya said. 
“Some guys score, others 
rebound, but we do kind of 
play with set positions.”

Hodnicki and Mertic 
were the only two players 
on the team with varsity 
high school basketball ex-
perience. The rest of the 
team had some sort of bas-
ketball background, with 
some playing at the junior 
varsity level and others in 
middle school.

When asked if he’d rath-
er face a potential game 
winning free throw or pen-
alty kick, Hodnicki said he 
would elect to stay with the 
sport he is most comfort-
able with.

“I would feel more pres-
sure on a penalty kick be-

cause there’s a chance the 
goalie can save it, so it’s 
not just up to you,” Hod-
nicki said. “On a free throw 
it’s all on you. If you miss 
it’s because you messed up. 
So I would feel more pres-
sure on a penalty kick, but 
I would rather shoot a pen-
alty kick to win the game 
because I feel more com-
fortable on a soccer field.”

Zaya explained that 
while his team was happy 
to win, the sight of cham-
pagne bottles popping and 
confetti dropping from the 
Fieldhouse ceiling wasn’t 
found on the FC Basketball 
sideline after the game.

“Honestly, we were all 
pretty bummed that it was 
over,” Zaya said. “We want-
ed to play more. Nobody 
wanted the season to end.”

While the team hasn’t 
released an official state-
ment saying it, it sounds as 
if FC Basketball is calling 
out for new challengers for 
next season as they plan to 
return to defend their title.

“We’re already counting 
down the days,” Zaya said. 
“Hopefully people read this 
and join the league next 
year.”

FC Basketball
continued from page 12
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Jim Harbaugh looks on as Jabrill Peppers readies for a play during Michigan’s spring game on April 4, 2015. Peppers, a redshirt freshman, has become a vocal leader during Harbaugh’s first spring on campus.

Lindsay: Peppers blossoming 
into leader under Harbaugh

Thirty-two years 
separate Jim Har-
baugh and Jabrill 

Peppers.
There’s not many other 

differences between Michi-
gan’s new coach and his 
blossoming safety.

Harbaugh’s in-your-face 
mannerisms are iconic, his 
meltdowns are internet fa-
mous. Fear doesn’t appear 
in his dictionary, nor his 
life. The word doesn’t exist.

Peppers is well aware 
of his supreme talent, and 
if his opponents are not, 
they’ll soon realize it. And 
he isn’t afraid to let them 
know beforehand with a bit 
of smack talk.

“He’s fiery, he’s crazy, 
like me,” Peppers said of 
Harbaugh. “So we definite-

ly get along real well.”
Michigan fans viewed 

Harbaugh as a messiah 
when he returned to Ann 
Arbor to become the team’s 
head coach on Dec. 30. And 
they still do. His presence 
has already been felt, from 
helmet stickers to an old-
school approach. Hope is 
abundant in Ann Arbor.

But Peppers has the 
chance to do something 
Harbaugh cannot — lead the 
Wolverines back to promi-
nence on the field. 

And it’s not only because 
of his immense talent.

Peppers is a gamer and 
strives at bettering him-
self and his teammates. He 
won’t allow his teammates 
to accept mediocrity and 
holds himself to that same 
standard. It’s why a missed 
interception — in a intra-
squad scrimmage, no less 
— stuck with him.

“That’s what separates 
the good players from the 
great players. That would 
have changed the game, I 
had daylight in front of me,” 
Peppers said. “I tried to start 
running before I caught the 
pick and you can’t do that, 
you got to always stick to 

the fundamentals. 
“I told the team that one 

was on me. I didn’t get a 
chance to make another 
play, but you live and learn. 
You live and learn.”

Peppers entered Michi-
gan in 2014 with tremen-
dous hype. He was ranked 
the No. 2 overall recruit, 
and before ever donning a 
winged helmet, received 

lofty comparisons to Heis-
man Trophy winner Charles 
Woodson.

None of it phased him. 
Peppers broke fall camp last 
year as a starter on Michi-
gan’s stout defense, but his 
first collegiate season never 
came to fruition; he was in-
jured twice in 2014 and was 
forced to take a medical red-
shirt.

Having the sport he loves 
taken from him was quite 
the learning experience for 
Peppers.

“I definitely had to grow 

up a lot, definitely from a 
standpoint where no one’s 
going to feel sorry for you 
at this point,” Peppers re-
called. “Yeah, I got hurt. 
So what? I still have to be a 
great teammate and help the 
guys in any way I can. It’s 
just about maturing. 

“I had to take a minute, 
sit back and think, ‘Wow, 
this can actually be taken 

from you.’ The thought of 
me not playing football nev-
er crossed my mind until I 
got hurt and couldn’t be out 
there with my brothers. That 
hurt me more, and that’s 
why I feel grateful for being 
at a university like Michi-
gan where my degree will 
mean so much more in the 
real world.”

The end of Peppers’ 
onerous true freshman sea-
son ended with a coaching 
change. He had a strong 
relationship with former 
Michigan coach Brady 

Hoke, the man who recruit-
ed him to Ann Arbor. A life-
long Wolverines fan, Pep-
pers didn’t hesitate when 
Hoke was fired.

“I’m a smart guy. I kind 
of saw which direction 
the program was going to 
go,” Peppers said. “When 
you choose a school, you 
don’t choose a school for 
the coaches, you choose a 
school for the school. 

“I love Michigan, I grew 
up a Michigan fan. I love 
everything about Michigan, 
so I trusted Jim Hackett that 
he would bring the right guy 
in to do the job and he did. 
He went out there, let it be 
known who his guy was and 
we got him.”

Peppers couldn’t get 
enough of practice drills 
this spring. After complet-
ing the sequence, Harbaugh 
would glance over and find 
the safety at the front of the 
line. Again and again, Pep-
pers was at the front, eager 
to improve.

“Hey, come on, Jabrill 
Peppers isn’t taking every 
rep in these drills,” Har-
baugh said. “But that’s the 
kind of youngster he is.”

Peppers has earned the 
admiration of Harbaugh 
during their first spring at 
Michigan. Harbaugh gave 
him an “A-plus” grade for 
his performance, noting 
he missed only one day of 

practice.
“He had to get a tooth out 

and he did everything he 
possibly could to practice 
that day,” Harbaugh said. 
“You start to fall in love 
with guys like that.”

At Michigan, Har-
baugh has made the win-
ners of practice situations 
run sprints while the losers 
watched. The winners, he 
believed, earned the right to 
better themselves.

Peppers has been a fan 
of Harbaugh’s method, but 
noted they were flipped to-
wards the end of spring, 
which left him hungrier for 
success.

“When you don’t run, 
you kind of feel bad. You’re 
like, ‘Nah, I want to get 
better, too,’” Peppers said. 
“That makes you come out 
the next day with that much 
more energy and that much 
more will to win the situa-
tion or games that they have 
us (do).”

Only 19, Peppers has 
become a vocal leader at 
Michigan. Is he too young 
to already be taking control? 

Not at all.
“Coaches always tell 

me if you’re good enough, 
you’re old enough,” Peppers 
said. “That’s how I take it. 
High school, I was like that. 
Pop Warner, I was like that. 
It’s just who I am. I kind of 
can’t help it.”

Rebecca Gallagher/MJ
Alex Malzone lines up at quarterback for his first public action in a Michigan Wolverines uniform.

By RICKY LINDSAY
Sports Editor
@RLindz35

For the first time in five years, the University 
of Michigan football team ended their spring 
practice campaign with an inter-squad scrim-
mage. 

The Blue team managed to squeak by the 
Maize team 7-0 in an offensive struggle. The 
only touchdown of the game came late in the 
second quarter when Shane Morris found Jaron 
Dukes in the end zone for the score. 

Neither team managed to total over 179 
yards, and both offenses averaged less than 3.6 
yards per play. Wide receiver Jehu Chesson was 
not afraid to admit the offense struggled. 

“We definitely had a lot of setbacks today, 
but we’re building something towards camp. 
We definitely have to pick up things next week 
and go out there and correct the mistakes that 

we made,” Chesson said. “I just think the of-
fense needed to come out here today. We exe-
cuted some plays and we didn’t do well on some 
plays, we just need to keep working hard and 
keep pushing.”

De’Veon Smith started the game with a 34-
yard run that excited the half-filled Michigan 
Stadium. But the next 15 rushers for both teams 
only resulted in one yard gained. 

The quarterbacks seemed to struggle as well. 
Shane Morris and Alex Malzone both played 
the entire game for their respective teams. But 
both had a completion percentage under 51 per-
cent at halftime.

Morris would finish 11-for-24 with 135 yards 
and one touchdown. Malzone was 15-for-27 for 
95 yards on the day. 

“I love everything about Michigan, so I 
trusted Jim Hackett that he would bring 
the right guy in to do the job and he did.”

- Jabrill Peppers, RS safety

Blue team squeaks past Maize team 
in Michigan’s 2015 Spring Game

By JERAMY STOVER
Staff Reporter
@JStover96

Spring Game
continued on page 10
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Michigan’s Crisler Center filled with energy before a men’s basketball game. The University of Michigan-Dearborn women’s basketball team will play Albion College at Crisler on Dec. 19, 2015.

Sports

Taking the Univer-
sity of Michigan-
Dearborn women’s 

basketball team to the Crisler 
Center has been a priority for 
Dymetrius Ware since becom-
ing its head coach in 2013.

He wanted his Wolverines 
to witness firsthand how the 
University of Michigan wom-
en’s basketball team operated, 
from campus life to the world-
class facilities. He wanted 
them to know the expectations 
bestowed with the Block M 
were the same, regardless of 
the campus.

Next season, Ware’s Wol-
verines won’t be watching 
from the stands in Ann Arbor 
— they’ll be taking the court. 

The UM-Dearborn wom-
en’s basketball team an-
nounced March 31 that it will 
play Albion College at Crisler 
Center on Dec. 19, 2015. The 
Michigan women’s basketball 
team will play following UM-
Dearborn.

What was once a recruiting 
strategy became an opportu-
nity to strengthen the link be-
tween Michigan and its sister 
campus.

“(A game at Crisler is) big 
to a point that I’ve been us-
ing it for recruiting the past 
couple of years,” Ware said, 
“but also, it kind of brings Ann 
Arbor and Dearborn closer to-

gether, where we hope to have 
more relationships with them 
and other facilities for other 
teams.”

UM-Dearborn Athletic Di-
rector Matt Beaudry echoed 
the growing relationship be-
tween both universities.

“It really provides our stu-
dent athletes a tremendous 
experience,” Beaudry said. 
“They’re able to get the en-
ergy and relationship between 
the campuses in that we’re 
wearing the same jerseys, 
we’re Wolverines. We might 
be in two different locations, 
but we’re still trying to strive 
for the same goal.”

Freshman guard Olivia 
Hauser was ecstatic after she 
heard the news.

“When I heard that we were 
going to be playing at Crisler 
next season I immediately re-
sponded, ‘No way, that is so 
cool,” Hauser said. “It’s pretty 
crazy that we will be play-
ing at Crisler and get to play 
on a floor where a countless 
number of amazing basketball 
players have played.”

Playing at Crisler Center 
has been atop Ware’s wish 
list since the beginning of his 
tenure as head coach. But get-
ting his team to play a game in 
the iconic arena didn’t happen 
overnight.

Ware and former interim 
Athletic Director Dr. Ann 
Lampkin-Williams laid the 
groundwork for a game in 

Ann Arbor with former Michi-
gan Athletic Director Dave 
Brandon. Beaudry built upon 
it following his hiring at UM-
Dearborn.

A doubleheader style was 
sought and potential dates 
were discussed. When the 
game neared finalization, 
Ware needed the OK of the 
Wolverines’ opponent, Albion 
College, to play at a different 
venue.

The Britons didn’t need any 
convincing.

“Two months ago, we came 
up with a solid date where 
(Michigan) would be at home 
and we would have a home 
game,” Ware said. “ I already 
had a team locked in for that 
date, and I called the team to 
see if they would be interested 
in playing at Crisler instead of 
playing at Dearborn and they 
didn’t even think two seconds 
about it. They felt it would be 
a great opportunity for their 
team as well.”

Ware’s growing relation-
ship with Michigan coach Kim 
Barnes Arico and her staff, 
along with Beaudry’s connec-
tions from his time at the Big 
Ten Conference, helped seal 
the deal.

“Since (I arrived to) cam-
pus, coach Ware has really 
stayed active with their coach-
ing staff in Ann Arbor to coor-
dinate a doubleheader pair,” 
Beaudry said. “I was able to 
reach out to their administra-

tion, I had previous relation-
ships from my time at the Big 
Ten Conference. 

“They were very open to it 
and it’s a great student athlete 
experience, and I think that’s 
what Ann Arbor and the Dear-
born campus is trying to pro-
vide.”

Having coached basket-
ball in Michigan for 25 years, 
Ware has experienced several 
marquee arenas in the state. 
Coaching at Crisler Center 
won’t be anything new, al-
though it will be an unknown 
experience for his players.

He knows emotions will be 
high, but insists they will settle 
at the buzzer.

“Once we hit that floor and 
the game starts…it’ll be just 
like any other game,” Ware 
said.

The women’s basketball 
team will be the first to expe-
rience an event of this magni-
tude, but they likely won’t be 
the last.

“(University of Michigan) 
President (Mark) Schlissel, 
when he was on campus, men-
tioned the fact that Ann Arbor 
has tremendous facilities and 
told (Assistant Athletic Direc-
tor) Bryan Earl that we should 
look into it,” Beaudry said. 
“It’s something that will con-
tinue to be on our radar. We 
hope that we can provide more 
opportunities to other sports in 
the future.”

Ware’s goal is that Decem-
ber’s game will be the first of 
many at Crisler Center.

“I don’t expect it to be a 
one-time thing,” Ware said. 
“My goal is for this to be a 
yearly event for us in the fu-
ture.”

Women’s basketball to play 
Albion at Crisler Center in 2015

Crashing Crisler

By RICKY LINDSAY
Sports Editor
@RLindz35

Dec. 19, 2015 at 12 p.m. — Ann Arbor, Mich.

Dymetrius Ware
Women’s basketball coach

Save the date

VS

What they’re saying

“I don’t expect it 
to be a one-time 
thing. My goal 

is for this to be a 
yearly event for us 

in the future.”

Matt Beaudry
Athletic Director

“It really provides 
our student ath-
letes a tremen-

dous experience. 
“They’re able to 
get the energy 

and relationship 
between the cam-
puses in that we’re 
wearing the same 

jerseys, we’re 
Wolverines. We 
might be in two 

different locations, 
but we’re still try-
ing to strive for the 

same goal.”

Olivia Hauser
Freshman guard

“When I heard that 
we were going 
to be playing at 

Crisler next season 
I immediately re-

sponded, ‘No way. 
That is so cool.’ 
It’s pretty crazy 
that we will be 

playing at Crisler 
and get to play on 

a floor where a 
countless number 

of amazing basket-
ball players have 

played.”

Men’s soccer players win 
intramural basketball title

When their season finally ends, athletes have more time to do 
other things. Some get jobs; others go through internships. And 
some play basketball.

This was the case for eight members of the University of 
Michigan-Dearborn men’s soccer team. 

And it turns out they are pretty good.
FC Basketball — a team consisting of members from the 

men’s soccer team — won the UM-Dearborn’s intramural bas-
ketball championship this semester by defeating Team Heisen-
berg, 48-44.

Kosai Zaya, Michael Masserant, Chris Porreca, John Mertic, 
Iris Mesic, Richard Hodnicki, Alek Vasilevski and Zack Lefeb-
vre made up the championship squad.

This wasn’t something the guys decided to do during the soc-
cer season. After a tough playoff loss last year, Zaya said this 
season was highly anticipated.

“We played last year but we lost in the playoffs,” Zaya said. 
“So we felt like we had unfinished business. We’ve been waiting 

By JERAMY STOVER
Staff Reporter
@JStover96

FC Basketball
continued on page 10
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