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New archaeology course gets
students’ hands dirty
By COURTNEY MORRISON
Staff Writer

Starting in the Fall of 2015, the University of
Michigan-Dearborn will be offering a hands
on Archaeology class, ANTH 410.The class
will be run by Professor John Chenoweth, an
assistant professor of Anthropology, and has a
unique structure to it.
Class will be run once a week, every Friday, from 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. While seven
hours of class seems like a lot, there is a good
reason for the longer time slot.Field Archaeology is the basic premise of the class. It will
require students to spend a substantial amount
of time outside at a dig site digging for items,
archiving, and then preserving them.
“While it is a full day class, the reason for this
is the whole class is hands on,” Chenoweth
said. “We aren’t pretending to do Archaeology, we really will be doing the real thing.”
The dig site will most likely be somewhere
on the Dearborn Historical Society land.
There is also a research component. The

class focuses on the Southeast region of
Michigan, from 1830-1930 and the changes
that took place in that time period. While the
class is at a 400 level, Professor Chenoweth
says that prior experience in the field is not
needed to take the class.
“This is a class for people who want to do
something really different and learn in a very
hands on way,” said Chenoweth.
Professor Chenoweth thinks that having
a prior Anthropology class or even Sociology would be beneficial and is highly recommended, but it is not a necessity.
Enrollment for this class is by permission
of instructor. So, if you are looking to dig up
something new for the fall semester and want
to get a slip to register, you can email Professor Chenoweth at jmchenow@umich.edu.
He also has office hours the remaining of the
semester on Tuesdays and Wednesdays from
2 p.m. to 3 p.m.
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UM-Dearborn wearable tech research
targets distracted drivers
BY SASCHA RAIYN
News Editor

As car companies race to produce cars
that drive themselves, car accidents involving distracted driving are on the rise, according to the National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration.
“You hear about how the vehicles will interact with each other and how the vehicles
will interact with the roads,” said assistant
professor Omid Dezhangi. “But what about
us, the drivers? How will we interact with
these new vehicles?”
“My ultimate goal in my research is to
create a proactive driver safety system, like
an autonomous vehicle distraction alert sys-

tem,” said Dezhangi.
Dezhangi turned his research on wearable
technology toward the auto industry when he
came to UM-Dearborn last year. He and his
students are collecting information on what
happens in the body while we drive. The
use wearable tech to chart heart rate, blood
pressure, muscle movement, physiological
and neurological signals. Simultaneously,
they collect information from the car such
as speed, acceleration and the steering wheel
angle.
Dezhangi’s study found that during nonpeak driving times, drivers are more likely to
be distracted.

“When we feel there is minimal risk, we
pay attention to other things, like the radio,
that text or daydream,” Dezhangi said. “This
shows there is a proven link between higher
distraction and less responsibility.”
So-called ‘self-driving’ cars won’t eliminate the dangers of distracted driving,
Dezhangi said.
“Yes, in the near future, your car will do
the driving for you. But there will be times
that your car will need your help,” he said.
“It will need to pull you back into the driving experience. But how distracted are you in
that moment? If your car needs you to, will
you be able to make a fairly quick decision?”

He says technology that can measure driver distraction could also take measures to
“bring drivers back into the driving experience” when needed.
Dezhangi’s plans don’t stop there.
“In the vehicle industry, things are changing so fast. In the near future, we need to
make these connections on a higher level by
having our biological markers communicate
with additional smart systems, like the other
autonomous vehicles on the road,” he said.
“With our research, we’re looking to accomplish that.”

Students pitch ideas to win awards,
recognition, funding
By JULIA KASSEM
Staff Writer

It’s no small secret that the
University of Michigan—
Dearborn is where big ideas
come to life on a small and
interconnected
campus.
Design Change 2015 manifested the University’s penchant for innovation and
industry through a series of
workshops where students
would pitch various ideas
for growth, development,
and innovation while simultaneously honing skills
in critical thinking, communication, and marketing.

Students pitched ideas to
be presented at Pitch Day on
April 2 with 17 entries showcasing different innovations.
These ideas ranged from
Rent-A-Bike to a tablet shower stand to a shopping app.
In a two-step process, individuals or groups of up to
four people posted ideas online from March 14-26. Their
ideas were voted on by the
public for prizes. The idea
pitches had to answer questions on what the ideas were,
who are to be the designs’
biggest competitors, and
what it was that makes the
ideas different or successful.

Students from the College
of Business, College of Engineering and Computer Science, and College of Arts, Sciences and Letters participated
in the event, with the students’
educational backgrounds every bit as diverse and eclectic as the creative ideas involved in the competition.
A hefty $3,000 went to Pitch
Day winners, with an extra
$5,000 in prizes going towards
ideas focused on the impact
of mobility and healthy food.
Even after the ideas were
voted on, those interested
could still “like” their favorite design pitch on facebook.

The Cann-Ed Health Initiative garnered 322 votes
for its proposal to provide
canning tools and education to low-income families
throughout
Metro-Detroit.
Change2Change, a proposed mini nutrition store
with nutritional informa-

tion and a healthy variety
of foods for the University
Center, came in at 292 votes.
To read about all of the
Design Change pitches, visit
umdilabs.com/designchange.
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“I like group study because then if there’s something
you don’t understand you can teach each other.”

“Pop in a little music - maybe a little Mozart - and use
flash cards.”

-- Fatme Bazzi

--Zaid Hussain

What is your finals study strategy?
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“I get all the tests we have done and look at what was
wrong and what was right. Revise everything.”

“I make cards, hole punch them, put them on a metal ring
and carry them around everywhere. ”

--Tobi Olowookere

--Nicole Corso
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April is Sexual Assault
Awareness Month
University of Michigan-Dearborn’s Sexual Assault Assistance Program
•
•
•
•

•

•
•
•
•

•

•
•

•

All sexual assault cases reported will be fully investigated by the Public Safety Department with the assistance of local law enforcement agencies.
All cases reported to the Public Safety Department will be taken seriously without discrimination of age, sex, gender, or race of either the victim or suspect(s).
Public Safety staff will meet with you privately, at a location on campus mutually agreed
upon, to file your initial reports.
Public Safety staff will remain objective and will treat you and your case with utmost
courtesy, sensitivity, dignity, understanding and professionalism, and will assist in arranging for hospital/medical treatment through Henry Ford Hospital-Fairlane. Financial
responsibility will not be handled by the university or any department thereof following
the initial consultation.
The University will assist you in privately contacting Counseling and Support Services
and the Women’s Resource Center. These offices will provide you with short-term personal counseling, emotional support, information on community services and referrals.
The University will not release your name to the public, press, or any other media organization.
The University will have personnel available to assist you or answer any questions or
explain the processes to you.
If you feel more comfortable speaking with a male or female officer, or counselor, we
will attempt to do our best to accommodate your need.
At any time you wish an update regarding your reported case, you will be assisted in
your discussions by the Public Safety Department and/or local law enforcement agency
handling your specific case.
The University will continue to be available to you to answer questions, explain the
system and processes involved, and be a willing listener. Should any new information
develop regarding your case, you are encouraged to report it to the Public Safety Department and Counseling and Support Services.
Counseling and Support Services and the Women’s Resource Center can be utilized as
an objective source to assist you in dealing with issues and decisions you may face.
Should the individual desire to implement charges against the suspect, he/she will be
advised on the process and referred to the Dearborn Police Department for further processing.
We will appraise the student of her/his right to have the University take action to prevent contact or proximity with an alleged assailant, including immediate relocation of
the survivor to safe and secure alternative housing, transfer of classes (if requested by
the student), as well as apprising her/him or all student rights under the Student Code of
Non-Academic Conduct.

The Michigan Journal / 3

Smart glasses bring
innovation to the
classroom, research

BY SASCHA RAIYN
News Editor

Philipp Rauschnabel has brought smart
glasses into his research and into the classroom.
Rauschnabel’s marketing students worked
with the wearable computer technology this
semester, with impressive results, Rauschnabel said.
“The students on our campus are very talented,” Rauschnabel said. “There is so much
potential in the new technology and they recognized that the next step is going beyond the
screen.”
Student Kelly Finch used smart glass tech-

co-authors Bjoern Ivens and Alexander Brem
examined the relationship between personality traits and what users expected of smart
glasses.
“People who had more open personalities
intended to buy Google Glass for its functional benefits,” Rauschnabel said. “Extraverts
who expected the trend to become popular
were interested in adopting the technology to
assimilate with others.”
“To my knowledge, it’s the first study to
investigate augmented reality devices, like
smart glasses, in a personal context,” Rauschnabel said.
He said there’s much more research to be

“There is so much potential in the
new technology and they
recognized that the next step is
going beyond the screen.”

nology to create an app that would allow restaurant staff to handle orders, and customers.
“Using the computer in the glasses can
help you remember who ordered what dish.
Even if they change seats, it can quickly help
you identify how long it’s been since someone has last received a refill and it could give
table progression information,” Finch said.
“Smart glasses, with the right app, can make
things much easier for everyone.”
In a 2015 article in the journal Computers in Human Behavior, Rauschnabel and

done on the design, functions, uses and implications to smart glass and similar technologies.
“The benefits of having digital and physical information in your view field—that
melding of those two worlds—will be important in the future,” he said. “We might not
know exactly what it looks like right now,
but with open minds, raised questions and
creative applications, we’ll be ready for it.”

The Michigan Journal is beginning to hire for the 2015-2016 school
year! All positions are available.
Email a resume and two writing samples to

umd.mj.editorinchief@gmail.com
or
themichiganj@gmail.com
UM-Dearborn Counseling and Disability Services
Fall & Winter Office Hours:
Monday
8:00 AM - 6:00 PM
Tuesday
8:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Wednesday
8:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Thursday
8:00 AM - 6:00 PM
Friday
8:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Summer Hours:
Monday - Friday 8:00AM - 5:00PM
Counseling Staff:
Debra G Hutton, Ph.D. L.P., Director
Lusine Hambardzumyan, M.A., M.S., L.L.P.
Vivian Saroki, M.A., L.L.P.
Jimmy Vuong, LLMSW
Judy Walker, B.S
counseling@umd.umich.edu

opinions

The Michigan Journal/4

Bye, Bye, Bye

BY SAVANNAH RHEINHART
Editor-in-Chief

Three years ago when I was chosen as Copy Editor for the Michigan
Journal, I hadn’t yet declared a major,
didn’t know anything about winged
liner, and my favorite news story
was about the woman who “repainted” the 19th century picture of Jesus.
Now, as I sit in my office, on the last
production day of the year, I am just about
done with my degree in Journalism and
History, read hourly updates from multiple
news sources, and am rocking a fabulous
winged line. How things have changed.
After my year as Copy Editor, I
moved up to the Managing Editor position. Not only did I learn how to deal
with advertisers, work with a miniscule budget, and perfect sleeping on my
desk, but I learned to lead. It was with
the skills that I acquired in this position that helped me in every aspect of
my life. Most importantly, however, it
helped me to be more empathetic and
respectful of my colleagues and friends.
Through my leadership positions,
whether on Panhellenic, in Phi Mu, or
here on the MJ, I’ve also had to deal with
difficulty. It’s easy to come to a campus
like UM-Dearborn with an idyllic viewpoint, but as with everything, politics are
involved. Being on a newspaper only
exemplifies this, especially as a state
university. However, for the most part,
I have been lucky enough to work with
staff and administrators that care about
both the student organizations, as well as
the individual students. Anytime an issue

came up, it was our administrative support that helped us through, especially
our recently retired Vice Chancellor,
Stan Henderson. It was his “open door
policy” that seems to inspire others here
on campus to always be available for the
students. Whether it was Vice Chancellor
Henderson’s office to talk about leadership opportunities, Kristin McDonough’s
office to laugh and/or cry about Greek
Life, or Professor Tim Kiska’s office to
talk about news in Detroit, it was people like them that got me, and our organizations, through the difficulties to
come out the other side as better people.
If there is anyone that truly deserves
my thanks, though, it would be my
friends. The ones who have stuck by me
at 1am, waiting for the paper to get sent
out, or listen to me complain about how
much I have to write for the upcoming
week, even knowing that I secretly love
every second of it. The friends who sit
in the office and hug me while I cry and
congratulate me when I succeed; those
are the ones I’m forever indebted to for
my success. Thank you Sarah, my past
Editor-in-Chief, for inspiring me with
your work on the paper and for encouraging me to follow in your footsteps. To my
sorority sisters for always supporting me
and being proud of the work I’ve done
outside of the chapter. To Matt, for always listening to me rant and getting coffee at 9pm. To Brad and Latifa, always
ready to listen to me in the SG office.
Most importantly, I thank the read-

ers. Without all of you, none of this
would be possible. And I thank the
University of Michigan-Dearborn for
giving me and my staff the opportunity to do what we love every week.
I have learned so much from working
on this newspaper, but not just about Oxford commas, writing headlines, and creating a budget. I’ve learned to be a leader,
a writer, and a friend. Being a member of
this campus community has given me the
tools to become the person that I am proud
of; smart, caring, and always growing.
My Mondays are going to seem
very empty without the Michigan
Journal, but it will always be in my
heart. I can’t wait to see what is to
come for this paper because I know
it’ll be great things. Forever Go Blue!

Savannah Rheinhart/MJ

by ASHLEY PRESTON
Staff Writer
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For my sociology class,
our last assignment is to “Do
Something.” Since I write,
I figured my “something”
could be done in a way to
inform you about issues you
should be aware of. I have
learned a lot from this class.
There are many things I had
always believed to be true,
but after reading essays and
hearing about many different
real scenarios, I realized that
some things are much different than they actually seem.
Most of us are familiar
with the idea that America is
a pretty well developed country and that there are many
less developed countries in
the world. What if I told you
that there are places in the
United States that appear
just as underdeveloped as
the places we term as “third
world countries?” Would
you be surprised? I was.
Sure, we hear that there
are various areas of poverty.
The unemployment rate has
gone all over the place in the
past 10 years. Of course some
people are wealthier than
others, that’s how capitalism
works. But does that warrant
polar opposite living conditions in a so-called “land of
opportunity?” It’s important
to consider that some people
do choose to live in a much
different way than the major-
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Be the change

ity of people, but the number of people who live in
these horrid conditions NOT
by choice is disheartening.

things. I think people should
absolutely make their very
best effort to change things if
they are in a bad position. What

East St. Louis, Missouri. I had
never learned about this city
before this year. Information
on it was never expressed in

google maps. East St. Louis
can be paired with the keywords “ghetto,” “crime,” and
“gangs” with an image search.

I hadn’t heard more about
this city. After all, the news
always seems to highlight
the bad things that happen.
As a proud American who
believes in both hard work
and helping others this new
information was conflicting to
me. Can hard work and dedication really not always get
you to better places? How is
that fair? Furthermore, I ques-

“What if I told you
that there are places
in the United States
that appear just as
underdeveloped as
the places we term
as ‘third world
countries?’ Would
you be surprised?

View of a street in East St. Louis, Missouri

The next thing to think
about is that if a person is unhappy or unemployed, they
should change it. Get a job.
Move to a better area. Go
to school. I agree with these

I hadn’t considered is the fact
that it could be so incredibly
hard for some people to do so.
There are many communities that trap people in a cycle
of hardship. Among these are
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the curriculums I had been a
part of. Most people are familiar with St. Louis, Missouri. East St. Louis is just
a nine minute drive away,
without traffic, according to

After reading about this city
in class, I was convinced
it wasn’t in our great prosperous country. With crime
and poverty at alarmingly
high rates, I wondered why

tioned why we hadn’t fixed
this city of East St. Louis. To
my dismay, there are also other cities like this in our country. Some we are well aware
of and some we’ve never
heard about. Whether or not
you’ve heard of the struggles
in East St. Louis, I encourage you to make yourself
aware of the places in poverty
around the country. Don’t just
push them aside since they
“don’t apply to you” like I
did, because the struggles of
others always apply to us.

April 14, 2015
Vol. XLIV, No. 23

BY LAURA SANCHEZ
Opinions Editor

As I’m sitting down to write my
last column of this school year, I
can’t help but think of the crazy
ride of a year this has been. Aside
from that, I also can’t stop thinking
about my soon trip to study abroad
in Spain. I can’t stop Googling images of Valencia and researching
flight fares and sighing at the exorbitant prices to get there. My mind
is stuck in two directions; it’s being
nostalgic about this past year but it’s
also whirring with excitement and
thrill about the next four months.
I started last fall semester with
high expectations and goals for myself for junior year, and I think I
can be honest with myself and say
that I exceeded everything. But at
the same time, I don’t think that I
could have planned this out as well
as it occurred. Even my planningminded persona has shifted into a
more accommodating, slightly more
spontaneous self. I’ve learned to let
it all (mostly) flow, and take things
how they come, and accept it all.

opinions
The future and beyond
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Building facades in Valencia, Spain

During this past year, I’ve worked
diligently here at The Michigan
Journal and tried to push out articles week after week. I’ve taken
on an internship. I’ve been involved

to go places. I’m now 90 percent
sure that I want to go into the social
work field of community organizing – but now the future all hinges
on the scary aspects of deciding

“The future is still so scary and uncertain, but I’m glad
that I have the next four months to hold on to before
I’m unleashed on the unsettling waters of senior year.”
with a couple of other student organizations. I’ve gained so many
new friendships. I’ve been on Alternative Spring Break. It’s been a
crazy year, and I’m so happy that I
pushed myself outside of my comfort zone to let this all happen. I’ve
also tried to develop more of a voice
for myself in order to exalt my passions into the world. But best of all,
I think that I’ve finally discovered
what I want to do with my life. I’ve
always known that I want to help
people in the best way possible, but
now I know that I love the community approach of building bridges

whether I want to get into a graduate program right after I graduate, or
wait a bit before making an ultimate,
life-changing career decision. I receive so much contradictory advice
on what to do, but I think it’s time I
stop listening to what others say, and
kind of listen to what I feel is right.
I’ve been so busy these past few
months and hadn’t really considered
my future on a short-term scale. I
was thinking about everything that
had to get done before the semester
ended, and I was also busy focusing
on my long-term goals that I forgot that I still had summer to plan.

So, super last-minute, I decided to
study abroad in Spain. And then
aside from that, I’ve decided to go
to Mexico for a bit to visit my family. Then, also last-minute, I decided
to attend a conference in Maryland
about women leaders on college
campuses. This all seemed so abstract when I started to make these
decisions, but now as the semester is ending and everything is getting closer, it’s all becoming much
more real in my head. Now come
the boring parts of booking flights
and figuring out logistics, but the
fun parts of going shopping with
my mom for all these events and
reading all sorts of travel websites.
The future is still so scary and uncertain, but I’m glad that I have the
next four months to hold on to before I’m unleashed on the unsettling
waters of senior year. I have a couple of trips to look forward to. I have
the knowledge that I can take a deep
breath of fresh air on the Mediterranean to take my worries and fears

away for a little bit. I’m going to use
this summer to gain some culture
and language skills and eat delicious
paella and sunbathe. I think I need
this breather before the ultimate test
of senior year. My planning-oriented
mind is still uneasy about my spontaneity regarding my summer plans,
but is also happy at the prospect of
taking it easy for a little bit. Sooner
or later, it’ll be another fall semester,
and it’ll start gearing up and whirring
again, ready for the next battle: preparing for graduation and beyond.

“My mind is stuck in
two directions; it’s being nostalgic about this
past year but it’s also
whirring with excitement and thrill about
the next four months.”

Scared of change?
BY ZAC PALMER
Staff Writer

How are we supposed to handle change when life throws us a
curveball? Change is weird, scary,
and disorienting for most of us, especially when something that has
been so consistent changes in a
split second. What are we supposed
to do then? Roll with it, deny it, or
protest it? I’ve been going through
this exact same thing in my life and
I must admit, I have done just about
everything.

“Change may be difficult
and disheartening at points,
but once you come out on
the other side, you very well
might realize that you’re a
better person because of it.”
Typically I’m an extremely
flexible person, open to just about
anything the world may throw at
me, but uncertainty of the future
is something that will nag on anybody’s mind. It’s been said before
that humans are afraid of change,
and as much as you may want to
deny that, once something happens
that you have no control over, reality can be quite harsh.
How we deal with that reality though is the important part.
You can both sit back and sulk
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about how terrible your life is now,
or you can get out there and make
the most out of what’s going on
around you. The former is the easy
choice. Anybody can let go of the
wheel and put it on cruise control
and hope one day they get to their
destination. I want to take the other
route though. Life may deal you

a poor hand one round, but if you
don’t let it be the knockout punch,
then you’ll be stronger the next
time around.

Letting the change in your life
consume you and control your actions is a sure path to mediocrity
and failure. It is important to take

“Life may deal you a poor hand one round, but if you
don’t let it be the knockout punch, then you’ll be stronger
the next time around.”

control of that change once it happens and point yourself in the right
direction after you’re done spinning. There’s no time like the present to do the things you want to do
in life and reach for your goals. In
fact, when you’re down and out, it
might just be the nudge you need to
push yourself in the right direction.
Change may be difficult and disheartening at points, but once you
come out on the other side, you
very well might realize that you’re
a better person because of it. I’m
a freshman here, but I don’t really
feel like it anymore. When I arrived
here it was different and new to
me, and I was a bit unsure of everything. Now that I’ve settled into
the life of a college student, I walk
around with confidence, and I’m
starting to figure out who I am as
a person. I have met tons of awesome new people, and I’m starting
to feel more and more like I have a
place here.
I hope that what you get out of
this, is that change is not always
bad. Things may look glum at first,
but you are in control of how you
let things make you feel. If something that you rely on changes in
your life, don’t let it get you down.
Grab the wheel and turn the corner,
because the next best thing is just
around the bend.
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Beauty Tips From Aisha
Beauty for the broken heart

BY AISHA NADEEM
Staff Writer

Beauty for the broken heart
Heartbreaks. We’ve all been
through them at some point and
many times it makes us feel bad
about ourselves. We don’t feel as
beautiful, or sometimes we question what was wrong with us. So I
want to give some advice on your
looks, and well, your outlook after
the breakup.
One thing I want to say before
anything else is that there is not
something wrong with you. I have
heard many people complain about
what is missing in them, or if their
ex will find someone “better.” It gets
worse with Facebook and other social media where people can easily
find pictures of the next new girlfriend/boyfriend with their ex.
First advice is not to do that to
yourself. Don’t compare yourself to
the next person and feel bad about

BY JASON ROBINSON
Staff Writer

yourself. Don’t
call the person
ugly either- it
doesn’t make
you better in
looks or personality. You
are something
special in your
own way and
so is that person.
Being bitter about it
does show on
the face, and it
shows through
your personality. Don’t
trash talk about the
person, don’t wish bad upon them.
Beauty is not only in looks, but also
in what you say and how you act.
A beautiful person is the one who
handles things the mature, peaceful
way.

because
one
person doesn’t
see it, doesn’t
mean everyone
else doesn’t as
well.
Thirdly, try
something new.
Believe it or
not, I’ve talked to people
who would say
things like “He
didn’t like my
hair up,” “he
didn’t like my
Photo courtesy of lifebridgeblogs makeup,” and
even “she didn’t
Secondly, allow yourself to feel
like my shoes,
but don’t let it overtake you. Some- even though they’re my favorite.”
times people shut everyone out Well now that the person is gone, reand stay to themselves. Go out and mind yourself that you are beautiful
be around people you love- laugh, and so are your choices. Do somesmile, and let them remind you that thing you haven’t done in a long
you are beautiful. It’s true, and just time if that happened to you as well.

If not, well, just try something newa new haircut, a new fashion style,
even a new attitude about things.
Anything that makes you feel good
and alive.
This advice is small comparing to all the things one deals with
during a heartbreak, but it does
help- knowing you’re still beautiful
and precious makes it less difficult.
Whether you feel ugly on the outside or inside, learn to be kinder to
yourself… especially in times like
this when you need yourself.
One of my favorite quotes I’d like
to share is:
“Your value doesn’t decrease
based on someone’s inability to see
your worth.”
Remember that every time and
smile. Smile because it’s the most
beautiful makeup you can wear, and
because you never know who is in
love with it, as that one saying tells
us.

“Battlefield Hardline” Gaming Review

First off, get that new “Battlefield Hardline” when it’s discounted.
EA games partnered with Visceral games and released their
newest installment of the Battlefield series: “Battlefield Hardline.”
“Battlefield Hardline” presents a good old fashion duel between cops and robbers. The setting takes place within a flashy
urban landscape that screams cocaine cowboys of the 1970’s
Miami.
You chase bad guys through swamps, industrial parks, and
mansions. Unlike most cop and robber games, the good guys
don’t always win, but EA games definitely makes this game
fun and exciting.
Unlike other versions of Battlefield that forced you along a
specific unlock tree, “Battlefield Hardline” allows you to purchase whatever gun you desire, with all the trappings of advanced tech modifications sold separately. This new concept
implemented by EA & Visceral has increased the fun factor in
this high powered chaotic first person shooter.
The operator, mechanic, enforcer, and the professional comprises of your traditional core classes of medic, repair guy, at-

Photo courtesy of battlefield.com

tacker, and sniper. New gadgets have also been unleashed
within “Battlefield Hardline” as well. Some of these new gadgets are zip lines, grappling hooks, and surveillance cameras.
Strategy and tactic are a must. These classes play extremely
different during gameplay, and this is something that hasn’t
changed from the previous installments.
The maps have changed from previous versions of Battle-

field. “Battlefield 4” hosted a variety of maps ranging from
large geographical landscapes to very small close quarter combat maps. Most of the maps in “Battlefield Hardline” feel like
close quarter combat maps, with the exception of maybe one
or two.
Can we say Chaos?
This isn’t completely bad, and it might be something that
would be addressed with the upcoming extension pack. It’s
schedule to be released this summer, late June.
The urban game world is immersive and interactive, but not
to the same extent as the Dice Frostbite engine with previous
Battlefield installments. You’re not able to collapse buildings,
nor drive vehicles at high speeds through brick walls.
This is another disappointment with the Hardline series.
“Hardline” is a great game that allows for casual fun. I
wouldn’t scurry out to your local game store to buy it if you
have “Battlefield 4.” I would wait for the expansion pack and
the release of the first patch for this game. My personal experience has been that it doesn’t provide enough value to purchase
it at full price and leaves you wanting more map diversity.
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Arts & Entertainment
Memorial for a Ghost

BY MONICA SABELLA
A&E Editor

Considered to be one of the most influential musicians of
the 20th century, the memory of Johnny Cash has spread from
music and film to the worldwide web.
“We created this project to give Johnny Cash fans a chance
to collectively make his final music video,” said Chris Milk
and Aaron Koblin, creaters of the
Johnny Cash Project, a website which
welcomes artist to
share their love of
the American singer
through graphic art.
A blur of black
and white sketches
flash past a dark
screen as the opening chords
Photos courtesy of thejohnnycashproject.com of “Ain’t No
BY AMBER AINSWORTH
Staff Writer

The daily lineup and activities for
fans throughout the weekend have
been announced for May’s Rock on
the Range festival.
In addition to the music, there will
be plenty of options for those attending the festival to have a good time
and possibly experience something
new. Fans will be able to participate
in an interactive graffiti art exhibit
by artist Kelly Graval, known as
RISK.
RISK became known in California through his work. He started
with painting freeway bridges, eventually exploding into a well-known
artist with exhibits around the world
and a clothing line. In addition to
giving demonstrations at Rock on
the Range, those in attendance will
be able to contribute to the art that
will be on display.
BY JENNA WOS
Staff Writer

Grave” begin to play. The website is overflowing with art work
from over 250,000 contributors and 172 countries and organized by style, rating, and number of brush strokes all dedicated for “the Man in Black”.
“The whole video was full of hauntingly beautiful imagery
and symbolism that worked absolutely perfectly with Johnny’s
song,” said Izzyarts, a participant in the Johnny Cash Project.
Potential contributors are offered a variety of pictures to
choose from, then provided tools and textures to create their
personal tribute to Cash. Each finished piece is included in the
video beside artwork done from fans from across the world.
“I felt really sad when he died,” remarked Colin Dunbar,
from Edinburgh, UK, “I just thought it would be wonderful to
contribute something to his memory.”
The video presents the pictures the same way a music box
plays music. Thumbnails of the individual portraits are found
under the film’s timeline. Clicking the small images opens a
whole new perspective of the sketch; allowing the viewer to
read information about the picture and watch the step-by-step

Rock on the Range

Monster Energy, Jack Daniel’s,
Zippo, and Jägermeister will also be
onsite to enhance
the experience by
providing drinks,
stages, customized
lighters, artist signings, and even a
mobile museum.
Hands-on
interactions with instruments and other music
equipment will also be available
at the festival at The Crazy Dave’s
Music Experience.
The Rolling Rock Comedy Tent
comedian acts were also announced,
and include Rob Schneider, Brian
Posehn, Jim Norton, Don Jamieson,
Jim Florentine, Rod Paulette, Jere-

advance for the past
two years; with such
a jam packed lineup
set for this year, fans
are encouraged to get
their tickets for the
event, running May
15-17.
Daily Music Lineup
Friday, May 15:
Slipknot, Marilyn
Photo courtesy of rockontherange.com Manson, Slash featuring Myles Kenmy Essig, Brent Terhune, Joe Hownedy
and
the
Conspirators,
Breaking
ard, Bill Squire, Jay Snyder, Bill
Arrundale, Jake Iannarino, Kenny Benjamin, Live, Falling In Reverse,
Yelawolf, The Dillinger Escape
Smith, and Craig Peters.
The festival, held at Mapfre Sta- Plan, Apocalyptica, Hatebreed, We
dium (formerly Crew Stadium) in Are Harlot, Young Guns, Beartooth,
Columbus, only has about 1000 VAMPS, Dangerkids, Islander,
tickets left. The show has sold out in Dorothy, Highly Suspect, Shaman’s
Harvest, XFactor1

Saturday, May 16: Judas Priest,
Godsmack, Papa Roach, Ministry,
In This Moment, Scott Weiland and
the Wildabouts, Of Mice & Men, In
Flames, BABYMETAL, Tremonti,
The Devil Wears Prada, Nonpoint,
Saxon, Sabaton, Like A Storm, From
Ashes To New, Red Sun Rising
Sunday, May 17: Linkin Park,
Rise Against, Volbeat, Halestorm,
Tech N9ne, Anthrax, The Pretty
Reckless, Hollywood Undead, Motionless In White, Rival Sons, Periphery, You Me At Six, Starset,
Upon A Burning Body, Crobot, New
Medicine, Unlocking The Truth,
Marmozets, September Mourning,
Santa Cruz.

Why musicals? Why “Wicked?”

For my Online Reporting, Research, and
Writing class, each student is to run a blog
based on their interests. I chose to do a tuneby-tune analysis of “Wicked” and here’s why.
Why Half of My iTunes Consists of Musicals
As a musician and thespian, there is nothing greater than experiencing an adventure
told through a collection of songs. Together
the music and lyrics reveal stories in ingenious
ways, which wouldn’t be able to be done simply in prose.
I was exposed to the art of musicals at 10
years old when I saw my first professional
show: “The Phantom of the Opera.” I was astounded by the powerful music and tragic tale
which were performed flawlessly.
In my four years in drama club in high
school, I came to admire live performances
even more so after playing my part in them
and understanding how the whole operation
worked. Throughout my seven years in band,

I was educated about and exposed to all types
of music which I played hands on, expanding
my knowledge and appreciation for the instrumentation of musicals.
Aside from memorizing all the lyrics from
my high school performances in “Beauty and
the Beast,” Thoroughly Modern Millie,” and
“The Wedding Singer Musical,” I could recite
every word from every song in “Across the
Universe,” “Grease,” “Hairspray,” “Mamma
Mia!,” “Rent,” “Sweeney Todd,” and “Wicked.” In addition to these, I have also seen “Chicago,” “In the Heights,” “Kinky Boots,” “The
Lion King,” “Motown the Musical,” “Once,”
“Spring Awakening,” and “Flashdance.”
For every song carefully written to convey
a story, there is a mood or a lyric that could be
relatable to a listener. Whether it’s a fun, upbeat show like “Mamma Mia!” that makes you
want to dance on the beaches in Greece, or one
that takes a more serious tone and encourages
reflection, like “Rent,” the music in musicals
has the power to evoke emotion.
Why “Wicked?”
The first time I heard anything
from “Wicked” was when I was 12
and on a camping trip with my family. My cousin Kelly had just seen
it, and rightfully so, she became obsessed. We listened to the soundtrack
the whole weekend, and because
Kelly is a brunette and I am blonde,
we mirrored the two main characters
so it was fun for us to act out.
I then became obsessed too and
listened to the soundtrack on repeat
Photos courtesy of Jenna Wos/MJ until I knew every word. (What else

BY MONICA SABELLA
A&E Editor

Photo courtesy of last.fm

process taken to create the finished product.
“It really allows this last song of his to be a living, breathing
memorial,” said Xeneria and artist from California.
Johnny may be gone, with no grave to hold him, but his fans
will never let his memory die.
*Information gathered from thejohnnycashproject.com

could you do when you become infatuated? Own the book, “Wicked:
The Life and Times of the Wicked
Witch of the West?” Own “The
Grimmerie: a Behind the Scenes
Look at the Broadway Musical?”
Buy a keychain at a performance? A
t-shirt? A mug? I’m guilty of it all.)
Through the 18 songs on the album, I learned everything about
“the untold story of the witches of
Oz” without even seeing the show.
I was taken on a journey where I
learned that Elphaba (the Wicked
Witch of the West) isn’t so wicked,
that Galinda (with a “Ga”) wasn’t
always so nice, and where the
real backstories of the Wizard, the
Scarecrow, the Tin Man, and the
Cowardly Lion surface, all through
clever lyrics that foreshadow and
support the original tale of “The
Wizard of Oz.”
After three years of studying the
music, I finally saw “Wicked” at
the Detroit Opera House. I was able to recognize themes from the music as the orchestra
warmed up their instruments, the buzz from
theatre-goers adding to my anticipation. With
the booming first sounds and sinister acceleration of notes, flying monkeys appeared at each
side of the stage, doing acrobatics as they descended down ropes.
Throughout the entire show, including the
two times I saw it after that, I was on the edge
of my seat. The combination of the sets, costumes, and the live performance of the crafty

lyrics and music that intertwines themes of
friendship, love, acceptance, and being true
to yourself, leaves me amazed and with chills
every time.
Because “Wicked” has captivated me and
carries so much meaning, writing about the
show’s music allows me the chance to expand
on the thoughts that have been circulating in
my head for almost 10 years.
*For the full blog, visit jennawos.wordpress.com.

Story Sound

Hungry Ghosts: a curious name for a band. What captures a listener more is the haunting melodies associated
with that name. The strange and mysterious music gently
coaxes the mind to follow a winding road in and out of
minor key signatures, to reveal a story all its own.
Known particularly for their involvement in the postrock genre, the quintet of Hungry Ghosts formed in 2001
to create their first album. Echoing the simplistic, yet
bittersweet melancholy of the Romantic period especially
composers like Eric Satie, this indie band stands out
among the onslaught of new-age artists erupting today.
Some have described the group as, “…blessed with
the ability to utter a million words with a single instrumental phrase and to turn a melancholy passage into a
triumphant climax.” One look at their album, and already
a story has begun to emerge. Titles like “Nothing Has
to Happen,” “The Man Who Refused to Kill,” “Three
Sisters,” “Trying to Lift a Rock with a Bottle on Your
Head,” “I Don’t Think about You Anymore, but I Don’t
Think About You Anyless” cover the page.

Russian, Irish, Spanish and French influences can be
heard among a number of the pieces. Their songs are
lead mostly by stringed instruments; however, every now
and then the listener may be surprised by the odd sound
of a triangle or a tambourine. Other symphonic sounds
are incorporated as well, making for an interesting mix
between old and new generations. Pauses are sprinkled
intermittently throughout the melody, allowing the listener time to digest the piece in full.
When I was young, my music teacher asked the students to close their eyes, listen to the sounds and picture
a scene. What was happening in the song? What was
the story? I am confronted by these very same questions
each time I hear Hungry Ghosts’ tentative and winding
melodies. One can hardly resist the urge, these symphonic blends are a tribute to the millennium.
*I recommend listening to the song “I Dont Think
about You Anymore, but I Don’t Think About You Anyless”
*Information courtesy of last.fm
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The Office for Student Engagement ends the year with
reflecting on past events and plans for next year
BY GHADEER ALARADI
Student Life Editor

The Office for Student Engagement (OSE)
Director, Reetha Raveendran, sat down with
the Michigan Journal and discussed the past
year at the University of Michigan-Dearborn.
Some of their most memorable events
for the year were the Student Leadership Awards, Global Fest, Greek Week,
Conversation on Race, Burq Off, MLK
Day of Service, amongst many more.
Most of the programs that are available to students in the winter semesters are the traditional
signature programs that occur during holidays.
March andApril are the months where the OSE
celebrates achievements throughout the year.
“Global Fest is an annual event that takes
place as one of our signature programs,”
said Raveendran. “It is an opportunity for
the cultural student organizations to showcase themselves, and their own culture.”
According to Raveendran, the Global Fest is the only opportunity to combine
these cultural organizations in one room

to celebrate their culture, food, and music.
One of the last events to end the
year is the Student Leadership Awards.
“The Student Leadership Awards are
a combination of the entire year, recognizing the accomplishments and achievements,” said Raveendran. “It is only
right, with our commitment to the students that we celebrate their successes.”
The Office for Student Engagement is
also active in the summer semesters, mostly for the residents in the Union. They also
have the “Wolverines in the 313,” which
are the trips to the Detroit Institute of Arts
or the Eastern Market. These are to engage the residents, and they are open to all
UM-Dearborn students, faculty, and staff.
Raveendran explained the importance of
student activities on campus. “They are important on any campus. Students are engaging in extracurricular activities where this is
something they do outside of the academic
obligation. This is what makes campus life.”
Cubicles were cleared out early this

year, because they want to align with the annual registration of new organizations for next
year. According to Raveendran, there will be
enough cubicles for interested organizations.
The Student Organization Center will
be remodeled for the fall semester. “We
spent the whole year looking at usage and
how many student organizations used the
cubicles and the locker spaces, we found
out people like to hang out there more than
they actually do work,” said Raveendran.
The OSE is looking at how to best utilize the
space for students to study and have meetings.
“The entire year has been a year of learning and understanding from student organizations to the existing policies,” she said.
For next semester, Raveendran said that
student organizations should be more aware
that there are certain rules and regulations that
must be followed when they register and become recognized as a student organization.
“We are making sure that we don’t
have organizations that are dead, and we
want them to be alive,” said Raveendran.

Students participating in the annual Global Fest held by the Office for Student Engagement on April 2 in Kochoff Hall.

There were around 30 organizations that
did not exist, because there was not any new
leadership. The OSE wants to make sure those
organizations are not dying out, and that there
are current, active organizations on campus.
“Every organization has a time and a place,”
said Raveendran. According to her, each organization has a role to play on campus life.
“You just need to make sure you are
working hard and keeping your organization true to its mission,” she said. At the
same time, these organizations should make
sure they are known to incoming students.
“Organizations are here so that students can find a place, or a home,
for
themselves,”
said
Raveendran.
Raveendran’s advice for students taking finals is to prioritize, in order to successfully get through the semester.
For students graduating, Raveendran said
that they should reflect back and see their legacy they’re leaving behind. For incoming students, she said to understand there is an opportunity for them to make a mark on this campus.

Photos courtesy of the Office for Student Engagement.

“JASS Bash” to mark end of the year brings
Journalism students together

Photo courtesy of John Fennessey.

Journalism students and professors socialize and play video games on April 7 in the TV Studio.

BY JOHN FENNESSEY
Guest Writer

On Tuesday, April 7, the Journalism and
Screen Studies discipline held the “JASS Bash”
in the new and improved TV Studio (there
was also free food and video games too).
Originally, there were two separate
majors. A Journalism major and a Screen
Studies major. They were merged in 2012.
One would wonder why two seemingly unrelated topics would become a single major?
According to Tim Kiska, Journalism
Professor, “There’s been a lot of convergences. There’s been a lot of change in journalism and this catches up with the trends.”

As for the goal of JASS, Jennifer
Proctor, Screen Studies professor who teaches film and video courses, stated, “What we
really focus on is storytelling and all of its

ducer, and photographer for 20 years thinks.
“Journalism isn’t going away, but it’s
becoming more diverse. And journalists today need to know more than to be just right.”

“There’s been a lot of convergences. There’s been
a lot of change in journalism and this catches up
with the trends.”
forms. Whether it’s video or writing or audio.”
Some people think that Journalism is a dead-end career, but that’s not what
Michael Colllins, a Journalism and Screen
Studies major, Student Media Executive Pro-

There
are
those
who
take
major because they really enwriting and entertaining people.
“I think it fits best of what I
want to study and get better at,” Eron
this
joy

Fekete,

Screen Studies major said.
No matter what the future of
news and television is, they will always be a part of our culture and daily
lives. Especially, considering how modern culture relies heavily on information.
“I think it’s up and coming,” Beth Lundy, Screen Studies and History major said. “It’s
in its infant stages and will continue to grow.”
To learn more about the Journalism
and
Screen
Studies
major
go
to
http://umdearborn.edu/jss/.
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Student Government hosts event discussing college
value and affordability

the college degree is worth it, and
about 19 percent said it is not.
Student Government invited
The next question was, “Who
United Way and The Center for
is responsible for improving colMichigan to start a conversation on
lege affordability?” Sixty-five percampus about college affordabilcent said governors and state legity. The event was held on Tuesislatures should be responsible.
day, April 7 in Kochoff C.
DeLind then asked the
The Center for Michiaudience members to read
gan’s office is in Ann Arbor,
pages in the pamphlets that
but they work statewide to
were on the table about
hear what issues are important
different options to imto residents and send those
prove college affordability.
messages to state leaders.
The first option was
They will compile a rerequiring more efficiency
port, which will be a combinain university operations.
tion of information from 150
The second one was to
schools. It will be ready in the
expand opportunities for
summer, and it will be shared
high school students to
around the state with lawearn college credits. The
makers and decision makers.
third option is to expand
“One of the top concerns
and restructure state finanthat was identified was colcial aid to reward college
lege affordability. People are
completion rather than atconcerned with how much
tendance. The fourth opdebts students are taking
tion is to create a “Pay it
on and how it impacts your
Forward” financial aid proability to thrive and start
gram. The fifth option was
a career,” said Amber Deto create a “Pay to Stay”
Lind, the outreach director
financial aid program. The
for the Center for Michigan.
sixth option was to offer
The Center for Michigan
free college in Michigan.
has had conversations previAround 75 percent
ously about K-12 education,
of attendees said that optax reform, and this year they
tion one is a good idea,
are focusing on the job market.
and the rest did not think
“We do know that leadit would be successful.
ers really are listening to
Eighty-seven percent of
these community conversaattendees said that options,” said DeLind. She said
tion two was a good idea.
that these conversations have
DeLind concluded
helped spark policy change.
the program by askPhoto courtesy of Student Government.
The first question asked Students attending the discussion about college affordability on April 7 in Kochoff C.
ing some demographby DeLind was, “How do
ic
questions
about
you feel about the current Michi- portunities are limited in the state. been an increase in the job market.” pus and profession to pursue. work, school, race, gender, and
gan job market for yourself, your
The next question asked was,
Another member of the au“I’m a political science major, age of the audience members.
family, and Michigan residents?” “What would it be like to have a dience said, “There has been I don’t know if it’s going to pay off
“A lot of students are conAttendees had clickers, good career and the type of life you an increase with private sec- yet. But this is what I was passion- cerned about college value and afwhere they clicked the most ap- want in the future in Michigan?” tor jobs, and it’s really helping ate about and I wouldn’t settle for fordability, so it’s important to have
propriate answer, and results
More than half of the audi- prospects for the job market.” anything else,” said Sarah Elhelou, events like these so students know
would appear on the screen. ence members were feeling positive
Before talking about college President of Student Government. they have a voice and they can
For themselves, most of the at- and optimistic about their future in affordability, DeLind pointed out
She then asked, “Is the col- make a difference,” said Elhelou.
tendees felt there are some challeng- Michigan. Around 45 percent of at- some facts and statistics. She stated lege degree worth the cost?” The
es, but there are still opportunities. tendees said there will be challeng- that 60.3 percent of Michigan high majority of the students said that
BY GHADEER ALARADI
Student Life Editor

Some felt that it is tough out there.
For family and friends, attendees felt there are good opportunities out there. About one third of
the audience felt that it is tough.
For Michigan residents, many
of the attendees felt that the op-

es, but there will be opportunities.
DeLind asked audience
members why they felt optimistic and why some didn’t.
A member of the audience said,
“I’m a supply chain major, so in
the automotive industry there has

school graduates enroll in a two or
four-year college. She also said that
the average net cost of tuition is 21.6
percent of the median family income.
DeLind directed a question the audience, asking how
students chose which cam-

Phi Delta Epsilon raises money with raffle for the Children’s
Miracle Network Hospitals
BY GHADEER ALARADI
Student Life Editor

Phi Delta Epsilon, the international medical fraternity, hosted a “Raffle for Rugrats”
fundraiser on the University Center Stage and
the Mardigian Library on Thursday, April 9.
It is an annual fundraiser to raise
money for Children’s Miracle Network
Hospitals (CMN), so that they can purchase supplies needed for hospitals.
Students purchase tickets and enter in a raffle for a chance to win one of
seven prizes, including an iPad mini.

“We only had three baskets last year,
and this year we have seven,” said Michelle
McDevitt, a member of Phi Delta Epsilon.
“It’s our most successful drive
to raise money for CMN,” she said.
The biggest prize they had was the
iPad Mini. The other baskets were the car
care pack (gas card, towels, air fresheners), the dinner and a movie basket ($50 gift
card to Fuddruckers), the Tigers game basket, study buddy basket, Victoria’s Secret
beauty basket, and beauty mark spa basket.

Participants purchase however many
tickets they want. One ticket is two dollars,
three tickets is five dollars, ten tickets is ten
dollars, and Wingspan is twenty dollars.
In the UC, students can pay two more
dollars to spin the wheel for a chance to
multiply tickets. Students who win are
able to pick which basket they would like.
Jars were placed on the table for each
basket, and students can put however many
tickets in each basket. They give their information to members of Phi Delta Epsilon and

are contacted that night if they are the winner.
“It’s important to have fundraisers like
this on campus, because we want to show that
you can be involved and this is bigger than
just you and your grades,” said McDevitt.
“You can make a real world impact, which
inspires me to do more and be better,” she said.
Phi Delta Epsilon have other fundraisers throughout the year such as bake sales.
They are trying to plan health awareness
campaigns on campus for the next semester, since they are a pre-med fraternity.

Photos courtesy of Phi Delta Epsilon.
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Talented trio establishes legacy
behind passion for softball

Val Bertani, Maria Rodriguez and Paige Altherr, members of UM-Dearborn’s softball team, all starred at Cabrini in high school.
By HANNAH GENIG
Staff Reporter

B

eing an athlete takes more than just
raw talent and the ability to kick or
throw a ball. Being an athlete goes
beyond the rigorous training, beyond the two-aday practices and long tournaments. Through the
sweat and tears and absolute exhaustion, the one
thing that separates a true athlete from the others
is one simple, yet desirable trait: passion.
Overwhelming passion, strong athletic backgrounds and an unyielding friendship is what
makes three remarkable women the powerhouse
of the University of Michigan-Dearborn’s softball team.
Before taking the field for the Wolverines,
Paige Altherr, Maria Rodriguez and Valerie Bertani shared a few common aspects; including
their alma mater and their ultimate love for the
game of softball.
“I have been playing this sport since I can remember,” Altherr said.
For these women, learning to hit a ball off of
a tee was nearly concurrent with learning how to
walk. By the young age of four, falling in love
with softball was already in full swing.
Recreational leagues, travel teams and tournament play added to the repertoire of experience for each of these players. Together, the
trio played for notable teams and leagues such
as Allen Park Xtreme, Michigan Pride, Finesse
Fastpitch, Queen of Diamonds and Michigan
Synergy.
Being aware of their innate talent and interest
in the sport, each of these women admitted to an
anticipated college career in their future, with the
help of four years at Cabrini High School.
Cabrini’s softball program is known as the
“powerhouse program,” as several of its players
have often been awarded All-State, All-Region,
All-District and many other awards.
According to these players, the unmatched
work ethic that is taught and portrayed through
the coaches allows this juggernaut of a team to
transcend over other programs Downriver.
“I wouldn’t be where I am today without
(Cabrini). We had great coaches that pushed us
to be the best,” Rodriguez said. “Cabrini had
been a winning team for the past several years

before I joined. So when we came on the team,
that’s exactly what they expected from us. Our
coaches weren’t afraid to tell you if they thought
you would never see the field. If we wanted to
play, we had to be the best and perform. Our
coaches pushed us harder and harder every day,
and our hard work is what drove our success.”
In addition to success on the field, these three
women all commented on the closeness of the
players and the positive effect this had on their
overall experience playing for such a powerful
team.
“The entire team was close, actually. All four
of my years at Cabrini, the team bonds were incredible. We were more than a team, we were a
family and we had each others backs on and off
the field,” Bertani said.
Little did they know, this bond would continue over the next few years, as this trio would
play together as Wolverines.
In 2012, Bertani and Rodriguez signed for
UM-Dearborn, with Altherr joining them a year
later. Since they have played together for most of
their lives, their chemistry and closeness is unrivaled both on and off the field.
The trio hopes to use teamwork to their advantage as they plan to dominate the competition
this season.
“This season at UM-D, I hope to make it to
the national tournament,” Altherr said. “It would
be a really great opportunity for our team and the
softball program.”
“My personal goal is to be the best individual
I can be so that I can contribute and help our
team achieve our goals,” Rodriguez added.
With strong coaches and an even stronger
team, the outlook for this season is incredibly positive, with expectations of big wins and
championship titles.
“Not only is there a goal to win, but to have
fun everyday doing what we love,” Bertani said.
Perhaps one of the most inspiring traits about
a person is the way they talk about their passions; the things they dedicate their lives to, for
the enjoyment and for the experience. For these
three passionate and talented athletes, softball is
their thing, and they prove to be great assets to
the UM-Dearborn’s softball program.

Wolverine-Hoosier Athletic Conference Standings (Through April 13)
Place

Team

Record

1

#16 Davenport

28-6 (8-2)

2

Madonna

24-9-1 (8-2)

3

UM-Dearborn

16-16 (6-2)

Rebecca Gallagher/MJ

Bertani named WHAC
softball Player of the Week
By ERICK LEHMAN
Staff Reporter
@ELehman29

University of MichiganDearborn outfield Val Bertani
was named the WolverineHoosier Athletic Conference
Player of the Week for the
week ending April 5.
Bertani led the Wolverines
to a 4-0 record while hitting
.615 with four RBI and two
stolen bases. She picked up
at least one hit in each game.
Bertani is the first UMDearborn softball player in
nine years to win the WHAC
honor. The conference’s archive stretches back to the
2005-2006 school year.
Initially, Bertani couldn’t
believe she had won the
award despite having an excellent week at the plate.
“Initially I was shocked
but also super happy about
it. I knew I had a good week,
but never could have guessed
this would come of it,” Bertani said. “I think it’s great
that UM-Dearborn is finally
getting some recognition
from the conference, and
while I got the (personal)
recognition, it wouldn’t have

been possible without the entire team working hard to get
those four wins this week.”
The Wolverines have
turned heads this season and
currently sit in second place
in the WHAC with a 4-0 record.
The team had a big emphasis on getting better this
fall and worked extremely
hard to get to the point they
are right now. Other teams
may not have expected their
rise.
“Throughout the fall, the
entire team was focusing on
individual skills that would
make us better as a team.
All of our hard work and
dedication has payed off and
coming in clutch as we play
in our games,” Bertani said.
“This year’s team is definitely a different team than
years past. I don’t think that
other teams are ready for us
to do big things, but it’s our
goal to be at the top of the
WHAC this year. We’re trying to prove to everyone that
we are a force to be reckoned
with.”
Bertani winning WHAC
Player of the Week is just

Michigan adds former Iowa
quarterback Jake Rudock

By RICKY LINDSAY
Sports Editor
@RLindz35

You can never have too
many quarterbacks.
Apparently that’s Jim Harbaugh’s mantra as he enters his
first season at Michigan.
The Wolverines spring roster
featured eight quarterbacks, including three scholarship signal
callers.
Add another one to that list
come fall.

Michigan announced Thursday the acquisition of quarterback Jake Rudock as a graduate
transfer. Rudock, a 2011 graduate of St. Thomas Aquinas High
School (Weston, Fla.), played
for Iowa the past four seasons.
“I am excited for Jake to get
here and compete with the quarterbacks that we already have
in the program,” quarterbacks
coach Jedd Fisch said in a release from the athletic department. Rudock threw for 2,436
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Val Bertani readies for a pitch
against Aquinas.
one small step of recognition
in UM-Dearborn’s rise to
conference prominence, and
it shouldn’t be the last if you
ask anyone on the roster.
“We absolutely have all
the elements to successfully
get past all the conference
teams and move on toward
nationals,” Bertani said.
“Our hitting is explosive,
our defense is stellar, and our
pitching staff is deep. We all
connect greatly as a team,
and I can’t see anything
holding us back.”

yards, 16 touchdowns and five
interceptions last season, leading Iowa to a 7-6 record and
TaxSlayer Bowl bid. He ranked
second in the Big Ten in completion percentage (61.7%) last
season.
“I think that Jake brings great
maturity and experience to the
program,” Fisch said. “He has
25 starts under his belt in the
Big Ten and a winning record
of 15-10. All of that, combined
with the quarterbacks we currently have in the program and
all the skill we are surrounding
him with, we are excited about
the things that Jake can do for
our program.”
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From the field to behind the dugout gates:
Niezgoda, Riley stay in the game as managers
By VERONICA RATES
Staff Reporter
@SportsVeronica

F

or Veronica Niezgoda and Rachel
Riley, softball has
much more meaning to them
than “just a game.”
The two University of
Michigan-Dearborn
softball student managers are no
strangers to the program. In
fact, they have experienced it
both on the field and behind
the stat sheet.
But according to Riley,
who is majoring in communications with a minor in management at UM-Dearborn,
being a manager is quite the
task.
“(We do) various tasks to
kind of take the weight off of
the coach’s shoulders,” Riley
said. “We have assisted in the
coaches in meals and travel
for the team as well as field
maintenance as well as keep
stats.”
Especially during UMDearborn’s season-opening
trip to Florida for annual
spring training, Riley explained that their responsibilities included how they
traveled, what the team was
eating and when food was
served.
Sometimes the duo even
runs practices on their own,
if needed.
“We are basically an extra
set of hands that help anyway
we can,” Riley said.
Both Niezgoda and Riley have a huge passion for
softball, and hanging up
the maize and blue uniform
completely just wasn’t in the

cards for them, so they decided to take the alternative
route.
Niezgoda, who played for
UM-Dearborn in 2010 and
2014, said she wasn’t ready
to give up softball yet.
“Becoming part of the
staff provided me with the
opportunity to stay involved
with the sport I love,” she
explained. “I wasn’t ready to
leave the sport behind.”
After leaving the team in

with management.
She says she misses playing — as any athlete would
— but she adds that learning
the specifics of coaching is
something that she loves.
“I like to see all of the little details that go into coaching and preparing for games
and the process of recruiting,” she said.
Both Riley and Niezgoda
are grateful for the opportunities they’ve been given as
Rebecca Gallagher/MJ

Rachel Riley and Veronica Niezgoda, former UM-Dearborn softball
players, became team managers this season for the Wolverines.

2010, Niezgoda coached varsity softball at Monroe Jefferson High School, so management was not unfamiliar
territory for her.
Struggling with deciding
her academic future, Riley
came to terms with wanting
to see softball in a whole new
light. She played for UMDearborn in 2013 and 2014.
“At the end of the season
last year I was really trying
to figure out my future and
the direction I wanted to go
in,” Riley said. “I was studying business management
and wanted to focus on sports
management, so at our endof-the-year meeting, I expressed my interest of wanting to learn a different aspect
of the game to my coaches
and asked what they thought
about me quitting the team to
become the manager.”
And so the rest was history. Riley has enjoyed the
experience that the team has
brought her and learning everything that comes along

managers, but the athletes
themselves are just as appreciative.
Junior outfielder Val Bertani said that even though
their titles have shifted from
player to manager, the bond
between them and the Wolverines is something special.
“Rachel and Veronica get
along with the team very
well, Bertani said. “Both of
them were players last year
and our team’s chemistry
was great, so nothing has
changed there.”
Bertani and the Wolverines are grateful for Riley
and Niezgoda’s contributions
to UM-Dearborn softball beyond the playing field.
“I could never explain all
the little things they do for us
that go unnoticed by others,”
Bertani said. “They give up
their free time to help us out
always, whether it be hitting
us grounders and fly balls,
throwing front toss, keeping
book at games, tracking out
stats and even making sure
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Rachel Riley and Veronica Niezgoda, former UM-Dearborn softball players, became team managers this
season for the Wolverines.
we get food between games. work together on practically back and help manage.”
We would be lost without everything
UM-Dearborn
Whether it’s on the field in
them.”
softball related and have be- cleats, behind the gates durEven with a strong rela- come close friends since.
ing games, or practicing fly
tionship between the game
Riley said she loves every balls with the Wolverines,
and the team, Riley and minute of her time with Niez- to Riley and Niezgoda, their
Niezgoda have a strong bond goda saying, “I am so happy love and passion for softball
with each other as well. They that she decided to come will never fully run out.

UM-Dearborn splits doubleheaders
vs. Cleary, Davenport and Aquinas
By RICKY LINDSAY
Sports Editor
@RLindz35

The University of MichiganDearborn softball team split
three doubleheaders last week.
The team sits at .500 overall and
boasts a 6-2 record in the Wolverine-Hoosier Athletic Conference.
The Wolverines split a nonleague twinbill with Cleary
University on April 8, taking
the first game 9-0 before being
shutout 5-0 in the second. Statistics from the game were not
available online.
UM-Dearborn returned to
league play against No. 16 Davenport Saturday. The Panthers
took the first game 8-5 while the

Wolverines’ offense ignited for
a 10-1 rout in the finale.
A four-run first inning paced
Davenport in the first game and
UM-Dearborn’s late comeback
bid fell short. Wolverines’ pitcher Kayla Goodwin tossed 5.1
innings and allowed all eight
runs (six earned) on three walks
and 10 hits. Alex Elwell pitched
two-thirds perfect innings in relief, striking out two.
Ellie Kauten went 2-for-4
with a solo home run in the first
game. Maria Rodriguez went
3-for-3 with two RBI.
Abby Powell’s spectacular
performance in the second game
lifted UM-Dearborn to a split.
She went 3-for-3 with a pair of
home runs, three runs and three

RBI. Jessie Thueme and Lindsay Taylor also homered. Gina
Verduzco tossed five strong innings, allowing only one run on
three hits and two walks.
UM-Dearborn hosted Aquinas Sunday and were walk-off
winners in the first game, topping the Saints 4-3 on a gameending passed ball. The Wolverines were downed 6-1 in the
second game. Statistics from
the game were not immediately
available online.
Rain and cold temperatures
have slowed UM-Dearborn’s
return from Florida. Wednesday’s makeup games against
Madonna were postponed due
to rain. The games were originally scheduled for mid-March.

From Down Under: Michigan adds
Aussie punter Blake O’Neill
By RICKY LINDSAY
Sports Editor
@RLindz35

In just his first four months on campus,
Jim Harbaugh’s recruiting path has traveled
south.
Now it’s Down Under.
Michigan announced Friday that punter
Blake O’Neill, a Melbourne, Australia native, has transferred to the program as a graduate student. O’Neill played for Weber State
in 2014.
“We are looking forward to having a player of Blake’s level of maturity, background
and skill set -- growing up playing Australian rules football -- in our program,” special
teams coordinator John Baxter said in a release by the athletic department. “Australian
players have made a big impact on college
football in the kicking game, like last year’s
Ray Guy Award winner, Tom Hackett from
Utah. We are looking forward to the impact
that Blake will have on our team and within
our conference.”
Last season, O’Neill finished sixth in
punting amongst FCS players. He averaged
44.1 yards per punt, a single-season record
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Blake O’Neill poses in Michigan Stadium during his
official visit in March. He transferred to Michigan in
April as a graduate student.

for Weber State, and tallied 18 punts of at
least 50 yards.
According to his Twitter account, O’Neill
visited Michigan near the end of March and
enjoyed the surroundings.
“It’s good to be in blue,” O’Neill tweeted
following his transfer announcement.
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Senior pitcher Kayla Goodwin pitches the first game of the twinbill against Aquinas on April 12, 2015.
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two years at UM-Dearborn.
He sort of took everything
in stride and was always a
reliable interview. Whether
the Wolverines won big or
lost a crushing defeat, you
wanted a Paciocco quote.
One of my fondest memories over the past year:
Paciocco reading an MJ
during a broomball game.
When you pour your heart
and soul into something like
the MJ, seeing that makes
you smile.
The rebuilding of the
men’s basketball team under first-year head coach
Taylor Langley was a thing
of beauty. But Brandon
Kennedy’s return to the
court is what I live for.
It was one of those “fall
in your lap” type moments.
I showed up to the Fieldhouse the eve of the Super
Bowl to hone my photojournalism skills and discovered Kennedy was playing in his first game since
leaving the team to finish
his pre-medicine studies.
Talking to Kennedy in the
basement of the Fieldhouse

after the game, his passion
for basketball was exuberating. He really loved this
game and was gracious
to get a shot at playing
again. A lot of people take
these things for granted; he
didn’t.
Event-wise,
hockey’s
outdoor game at Clark Park
was the pinnacle of the year.
Outdoor hockey in Michigan — what could get better
than this? Only the Wolverines could take an already
special event and wrap a
bow on it, defeating Oakland 10-4. It was quite the
message to the nation for a
team that never dropped out
of the Top 25 all year.
It’s not everyday you
witness history, let alone
several times in a span of a
few weeks.
Ruben Cabello and Dylan
Hatcher set career records
for lacrosse last month, and
in a way, ushered in a new
era for the program. Take
Cabello, for instance. He
didn’t play lacrosse until
he arrived at UM-Dearborn.
And he became one of the
most prolific players in
program history in a matter
of two years. Just imagine

what a player that grew up
with the game could do. It’s
all possible in the Wolverines’ near future.
Over on the diamond,
the Wolverines are turning heads in the WHAC. At
14-14, the softball team is
off to one of its best starts
since the 2010 season. And
there’s still 18 games left in
the season.
Of course, not everything
was cheery this year.
The volleyball team set
unwanted history by completing a nightmarish season with an 0-32 record.
Several key players — Jeff
McFarland, Deonte Bell,
Williams and Paciocco –
had seasons cut short due to
injuries. Bell, who figured
to be Langley’s starting
point guard as a freshman,
missed the entire season.
This past year was one
to remember athletically
at UM-Dearborn. And I’m
thankful to have been a part
of it from start to finish.
To the athletes and coaches, thank you for working
with the Journal and allowing us to share your stories.
Until next time.
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Stayin’ alive
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Freshman forward Mitch Stapleton readies to score his game-winning goal against Aquinas on April 12, 2015. Stapleton scored two goals in UM-Dearborn’s 10-9 win.

Stapleton’s game-winner
keeps lacrosse in playoff chase

By JERAMY STOVER
Staff Reporter
@JStover96

F

reshman
Mitchell Stapleton gave
the University of
Michigan-Dearborn
lacrosse team a much-needed, 10-9 win over Aquinas
Sunday with a game-winning goal in overtime.
Stapleton scored two
goals in the contest. He
now has 11 on the season.
Knowing how badly his
team needed the win, Stapleton was happy to be the
hero.
“It was a great feeling. It’s one of the reasons
I play, for moments like
this,” Stapleton said.
UM-Dearborn
head
coach Jason Watts has been
pleased with how his talented freshman has progressed
throughout the season.
“He’s consistent he’s one
of our workhorses,” Watts
said. “He’s developed into
one of our key offensive
guys.”
Hannibal Roda netted
two goals for the Wolverines. He has scored in every game he’s played this
season and has scored two
or more goals in four of six
games. Roda was happy to
see his team play a complete game.
“I think we played great,

honestly. We came together
and finally played a whole
four quarters of lacrosse,”
Roda said. “With the next
two conference games
coming up, it was huge for
us to come out and get the
victory. We’re in the playoff push.”
With a playoff chase
looming,
UM-Dearborn
jumped out to a 3-2 lead
over Aquinas after the
first quarter. Things would
change early in the second
as the Saints would make
their charge. The Wolverines trailed by one at halftime 6-5.
From halfway through
the second quarter to halfway through the fourth,
Aquinas struggled against
the Wolverines’ stout defense. It was a turning point
in a crucial game.
“That was huge, our defense is the reason why we
were even in the game,”
Stapleton said. “It was
a huge game for our defense.”
Aquinas and UM-Dearborn fought an intense
fourth quarter knowing how
much was on the line. Each
team found the back of
the net three times, which
forced an overtime period.
Watts explained how important the game was to his
team.

Reflecting on a memorable
year in UM-Dearborn athletics

By RICKY LINDSAY
Sports Editor
@RLindz35

What a year 2014-2015
was athletically at the University of Michigan-Dearborn.
From a new Athletic
Director and a handful of

coaches to a on-field success,
several
moments
stood out.
With this being the Michigan Journal’s final issue
until September, I wanted
to reflect on athletics during the past school year.
I guess the best way to do
that is to start at the top.
We witnessed the twilight
of careers for two extraordinary athletes — Jalissa
Williams and Jase Paciocco
— this school year. If there
was a Mount Rushmore for
UM-Dearborn
athletics,
both would be deserving
members.
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Mitch Stapleton readies to score his game-winning goal against Aquinas on April 12, 2015. Stapleton scored two goals in UM-Dearborn’s 10-9 win.

“It was a needed win to
be honest,” Watts said. “We
treated today like a playoff
game.”
The defense wasn’t the
only unit coming through
in the clutch for UM-Dearborn. Andrew Dixon won
five out of seven face-offs
in the fourth quarter helping his team when they
needed it most.
David Stephanoff recorded 14 saves for UMDearborn tying his second
most of the season.
Ruben Cabello scored
three goals and Dylan
Hatcher added two.
UM-Dearborn has two
critical divisional games
to end its regular season
next week. It faces Lawrence Tech Wednesday at
the Detroit Country Day
Fieldhouse and hosts Siena
Heights in its season finale
Sunday.
Williams is one of the
best basketball players I
have had the pleasure to
watch. She could dominate
teams on her own, regardless the foe. Williams ended her four-year career as
one of the best players to
ever play at UM-Dearborn,
maybe the WHAC, too. And
she was a Journalism and
Screen Studies Major. You
just can’t top that.
Paciocco and I weren’t
as acquitted as say, former
hockey player Micah Collier, but he was nonetheless a big part of my hockey coverage the past few
years. Nothing seemed to
phase him during the past
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CCLA Division-II Central Standings (Through April 13)
Place

Team

Record

1

Siena Heights

8-1 (3-0)

2

Lourdes

3-5 (2-1)

3

Oakland

6-4 (1-2)

4

Lawrence Tech

4-5 (1-2)

5

UM-Dearborn

6-3 (0-2)

Top performers vs. Aquinas
Mitch Stapleton

Ruben Cabello

Hannibal Roda

Two goals (game-winning goal)

Three goals, two assists

Two goals, one assist
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UM-Dearborn junior forward Ryan Kelly celebrates one of his two goals against Oakland in UM-Dearborn’s
outdoor game. It was one of several memorable moments in university athletics this year.

