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By dAnieLLe sugAi
Guest Writer What better way to spend a Sunday 

afternoon than being surrounded by nature, 
soaking up the sounds of a live orchestra? 

In commemorating the centennial of 
Henry and Clara Ford’s home, a collaboration 
between the Henry Ford Estate and the 
Dearborn Symphony Orchestra created this 
relaxing, late-summer utopia with Music on 
the Meadow on Sept. 20. 

“We could not think of a better way to 
celebrate and to say how much this estate 
means to the Dearborn community, and how 
much it means to our world, than to bring 
together music and history,” said Kathleen 
Mullins, president and CEO of the Henry Ford 
Estate. 

The outdoor performance was the third event 
this year honoring the centennial, following a 
Cultural Landscape Symposium in May and 
the Fair Lane Folk Festival in August. 

Before the event, those who held VIP 
tickets were offered brunch inside a sunroom 
in Ford’s home, and following, all attendees 
were welcome to an ice cream social in the 
rose garden. 

Prior to the performance, guests were able 
to walk the grounds of the estate. I followed 
a stone path through the trees, away from the 
commotion of the audience, and found an 
alcove atop a hill overlooking the Rouge River. 
With the perfect mix of sunlight and shade, the 
private sitting area was just far away enough 
from the stage for me to hear the musicians 
warming up. A flautist practiced scales as 
cicadas buzzed; a xylophonist chimed in as 
the wind shook the trees’ leaves; a trombonist 

blew a low note as a bee flew by. 
Before conductor Kypros Markou took the 

stage and began the concert, I made my way 
back to the meadow and sat on the ground on 
the outskirts of the woods. 

The orchestra opened with Aaron Copland’s 
“Fanfare for the Common Man,” a familiar, 
triumphant and brass-heavy tune, followed 
by his staccato, scattered and silly “Buckaroo 
Holiday and Hoe Down.” Next was a medley 
from Leonard Bernstein’s “West Side 
Story,” with melodies that were surprisingly 
recognizable, including the string section’s 
heart-lightening “I Feel Pretty.” Following was 
Leroy Anderson’s dreamy “Summer Skies” 
and George Chadwick’s accelerating “Jubilee.”

After a short intermission, attendees were 
able to see and hear instruments owned by 
Ford, which are now on display at the Henry 
Ford Museum. The instruments demonstrated 
were ones that Ford bought for his own use, 
including Italian classical violins, and ones he 
gathered for his old-time orchestra, including 
several brass instruments, a marimbaphone 
and a violin played by the first professional 
American classical violinist, Maud Powell.

The next piece played, “Sojourn,” had a 
stronger tie to Dearborn than the preceding few, 
as it won the Fair Lane Legacy Composition 
Competition, where composers with Michigan 
roots were invited to create an original piece 
inspired by the estate. 

“This piece is an homage to the men 
and women who have had vision and made 
sacrifices to improve the lives of their fellow 

By sAschA RAiyn
News Editor

Music on the MeadowA Little 
Lunch

Houma Makes Most 
of Second Chance

It’s been a long time coming for 
Michigan’s soft-spoken fullback.

Sione Houma has appeared in 
every game the team has played 
from 2012-2014. Seeing the field has 
never been an issue for the senior. 

But with all those games played, 
he never had a shot to display his 
talents; former head coach Brady 
Hoke’s offense did not utilize 
fullbacks.

Enter Jim Harbaugh and a career 
revitalization for Houma.

Harbaugh’s offense employs 
the position in a power run game. 
It’s allowed Houma — who was 
primarily a pass catcher until this 
season, albeit in a modest role — to 
record his first rushing statistics in 
his four-year career.

In Michigan’s game against the 
University of Nevada Las Vegas on 
Saturday, Houma’s patience paid off.

Early in the fourth quarter of the 
Wolverines 28-7 win over the Rebels, 
Houma was targeted on a 6-yard 
pass from quarterback Jake Rudock. 

It appeared Houma crossed into the 
end zone, but officials reviewed the 
play and ruled him down at the half-
yard line. It would have been his 
first-career touchdown.

“I thought I scored, so everyone 
was giving me high-fives and 
hugging me, saying congrats,” 
Houma said. “Then they call the 
review.”

Houma got a second chance at 
his first career touchdown on the 
next play when the coaches called a 
fullback run. 

“I knew I had to make that one,” 
he said.

And Houma did — he pounded 
through the line for a 1-yard score to 
put away UNLV.

It was an incredible moment for a 
player who waited over three years 
for his opportunity.

“It was my first touchdown of my 
career. I just laid there and tried to 
take in the moment,” Houma said. 
“(I) thanked God; he’s the one that 
did it. He built me up to be this 

By RicKy LindsAy
Editor-in-Chief

@RLindz35

Sione Houma runs towards the end zone 
on a fourth-quarter reception. It was ruled a 

touchdown and overturned. On the next play, 
he scored his first-career touchdown.

Amber Ainsworth/MJ

Demitrio Nasol/MJ
Chancellor Little takes a photo with a student at his Student 

Leadership Luncheon on Sept. 14.

Chancellor Daniel Little 
hosted a Student Leadership 
Luncheon on Monday 
Sept. 14 to discuss current 
topics important to UM-
Dearborn and higher learning 
institutions in general. 

This was the first of 
three student luncheons the 
Chancellor has planned for 
the fall. 

Melissa Booth, with 
the Office for Student 
Engagement, said the 
discussions are “moderated 
by Chancellor Little, but 
facilitated by the students.” 

Monday’s roundtable 

discussion hosted leaders 
from a variety of student 
organizations and two 
international students, but 
the luncheons are open to all 
students.  Vice President for 
the Public Relations Student 
Society of America — 
Dearborn chapter, N’Kenge 

Gonzalez, was “interested 
in the discussion and getting 
to know my peer group 
and organizations they are 
affiliated with.” 

Chancellor Little led the 

Music on the Meadow
continued on page 7

The University of Michigan has agreed 
to “vacate” its findings that a former student 
sexually assaulted another student on the Ann 
Arbor campus in the spring of 2012. 

This is one of the terms the university 
agreed to in its settlement of a lawsuit brought 
by Drew Sterrett, the accused, who said the 
university violated his right to due process 
during its investigation into the incident.

Sterrett’s attorney, Deborah Gordon, 
said the university failed to give Sterrett an 
opportunity to adequately defend himself.

“Their screw up caused the wrong result,” 
Gordon said. “There was no proof really — 
that was viable — that it was not consensual.”

Sterrett never faced criminal charges for the 
alleged assault.

Douglas Fierberg is the attorney representing 
the woman who accused Sterrett. He said 
the university found Sterrett responsible in 
four separate investigations. In a statement, 

Fierberg said when Sterrett filed the lawsuit, 
the university committed to defend its process.

“Today, the university has surrendered 
and turned its back on our client, apparently 
because of its own technical mistakes,” 
Fierberg said.

Gordon said the agreement is important 
at a time when universities have become so 
concerned about sexual assault. “They’re 
going in the wrong direction with regard to 
allowing for full and fair investigations,” she 
said.

But advocates for sexual assault victims 
are concerned that the settlement sends a 
dangerous message. 

“I’m just appalled at how they can disregard 
evidence that they found from an investigation 
to save face,” said Benita Robinson. “That is 
so telling.”

Robinson, a sociology and women and 

U-M Nullifies Sexual Assault 
Investigation to Settle Lawsuit
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University of Michigan 
president Mark Schlissel 
received a 3 percent salary 
increase Thursday after a 
unanimous vote from the 
Board of Regents.

Regents credited 
Schlissel with a slew of 
economic, academic and 
programming successes 
in his first year at the 
university’s helm. They 
also commended him for 

his handling of high profile 
controversies.

“[Schlissel] has been 
widely recognized for the 
manner in which these issues 
have been handled and the 
positive path he has created 
for the university,” said 
Regent Andrew Richner. 

The increase brings 
Schlissel’s salary to 
$772,500, an increase of 
$22,500. This new amount is 
retroactive to Sept. 1. 

Football coach Jim 
Harbaugh is the only UM 
employee who earns more 
than Schlissel. Harbaugh 
will receive a $5 million 

salary this year — his first at 
the university.

Richner said Schlissel 
has made moves that will 
increase “future cost-
savings.” He also said 
the president has made 
significant improvements 
to life science and social 
science programs, increased 
the financial aid budget and 
increased endowments.

“He is focused on elevating 
the university’s reputation as 
one of the nation’s leading 
research universities — 
public or private — and 

bringing significant benefits 
to the economy and citizens 
of Michigan,” Richner said.

The university’s contract 
with Schlissel also makes 
him eligible for a $100,000 
annual “retention allowance” 
and provides housing in the 
President’s house on the Ann 
Arbor campus. 

If Schlissel completes his 
five-year term as president, 
he will have the right to 
a one-year sabbatical at 
his presidential base pay, 
and a position as a tenured 
professor. Schlissel’s five-

year agreement also provides 
a $2 million start-up fund for 
a biological laboratory when 
his term ends.

The 3 percent increase is 
in line with salary increases 
the board approved for 
Schlissel’s predecessor, 
Mary Sue Coleman. Coleman 
received a 3 percent, 2.75 
percent and 3 percent raise 
in 2010, 2011 and 2012 
respectively. Coleman’s 
salary in 2013 was just over 
$600,000, but the board also 
provided her a $100,000 
bonus.

President Schlissel Gets Salary 
Bump After ‘Successful’ First Year

By SASChA RAiyN
News Editor

Photo courtesy of news.brown.edu

President Mark Schlissel

discussion that touched on 
topics from the importance 
of on-campus classroom 
learning to the value of a 
liberal education. 

“Something really 
distinctive about UM-D is the 
diversity, the intensity and the 
range of age experience and 
life experience,” Little said. 
“To have that experience here 
in our classrooms at UM-D, 
that is really very powerful.”

Future luncheons are 
planned for Oct. 19 and 
Nov. 18. Students interested 
in attending are asked to 
contact the Office for Student 
Engagement.

A Little Lunch
continued from page 1 Chancellor’s New Academic Year Celebration

Chancellor Daniel Little invited students, faculty and staff to celebrate the new school year Wednesday in Kochoff Hall. The Journal stopped by to see who 
joined the party.

Photos by Demitrio Nasol/MJ
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Students and faculty can print from computers located throughout the campus, but can also print from home by visit-

ing uprint.umd.umich.edu.
*Registered students are given $25 to use toward printing each term. That’s equivalent to 500 black and white pages.

Did you know?

UM-D Recognized 
for Vet Programs

The University of Michigan-Dearborn is a veteran-friendly 
school according to The Michigan Veterans Affairs Agency. 
UM-Dearborn, along with Henry Ford College, is among the 
57 institutions to receive the honor. Both schools also received 
gold level status as veteran-friendly schools.

The Veteran-Friendly Schools program (VFS) helps 
veterans transition out of military into a civilian life. The 
program looks for schools that offer veteran coordinators, 
staffed veteran centers, credit for military training experience 
and other benefits to veterans. 

For more information visit MichiganVeterans.com or call 
800-MICH-VET (800-642-4838).

Dingell to Speak at 
Constitution Day 2015

Come join UM-Dearborn 
Student Government along 
with guest speakers former 
Congressman John Dingell and 
Secretary of State Ruth Johnson 
via video for a discussion on 
the importance of political 
engagement and voting. The 
Constitution Day program will 
be held Tuesday, Sept. 22 in 
Kochoff Hall B from 11:00 a.m. 
– 1:00 p.m. A light lunch will be 
served. 

Emergency Alert Test
UM-Dearborn will be conducting a test of the Emergency 

Alert System on Friday, Sept. 25. 
In the event of a campus emergency, extreme weather 

condition such as heavy snow or school closing, an alert will 
be sent via text. 

To sign up for text alerts, go to UM-Dearborn Connect. 
Enter the secure area. Select ‘Personal Information’ menu. 
Select ‘View /Update UM Emergency Alert Notifications.’  
Input your cell phone number in both mobile and text boxes. 

Workshop Explores 
Diversity and Empathy 

On Friday, Sept. 25, the Intelllectual Empathy Workshop 
offers training to help participants consider diversity beyond 
just the  legal concerns often presented.  The discussion will 
explore individual frustrations and ‘diversity fatigue.’ 

The workshop will help participants examine and move 
toward using tools to explore and understand how our ideas 
about others are formed, including concepts, language, styles 
of argument and debate based on cultural biases.

The workshop will be held in Kochoff Hall in the UC from 
1-3 p.m. 

New Black Queer Medias
at UM-Detroit Center

“Werk, Slay, and Snatch: New Black Queer Medias” features 
a discussion led by David B. Green Jr., Ph.D. on the image of 
African-Americans in the media. Green teaches Women’s and 
Gender Studies at Eastern Michigan University and serves as 
an education research assistant at the University of Michigan-
Ann Arbor. The event will be held at the University of 
Michigan Detroit Center on Friday, Sept. 25 at 6:30 p.m. Light 
refreshments will be served. The event is free with parking in 
the DSO structure behind the building.

UM-D 
News & Notes

A round-up of news from around campus, around the 
university system, around Dearborn and Metro-Detroit.

The University’s meditation classes 
have started just in time to assist with all 
the stress a new semester can bring.

Free meditation classes were first 
offered back in the winter 2015 semester.

Dr. Nehal Patel of UM-Dearborn 
spearheaded the idea by partnering with 
the Counseling Services Office (CSO). 

“The classes are run on a ‘drop-in 
and drop-out basis,’” said Debra Hutton, 
director of the CSO. “There is no sign up 
or commitment to the classes. Scheduling 
will change each semester based on 
the meditation teachers’ schedules and 
the demand from the UM-Dearborn 
community.”

In the beginning of each class, there 
is an introduction to meditating for those 

members who are beginners. 
Currently, the classes consist of 

meditation techniques such as mindfulness 
guided meditation, body scan meditation, 
mindfulness walking meditation, 
expanding awareness meditation and five 
minute calming meditation.

Practicing meditation has a variety of 
proven benefits. Individuals with chronic 
pain or anxiety have seen a significant 
reduction over a substantial amount 
of time when practicing meditation. 
This exercise also benefits those with 
eating disorders, substance abuse and 
other issues. It promotes goal-directed 
behavior.

“We encourage our group members 
to bring in their own resources and 
meditation techniques to share with the 
group,” said Jimmy Vuong, who works 

in the CSO and helps implement the 
program.

Targeting stress and becoming more 
mindful of oneself are some primary 
goals of the class.

While some religions do practice 
meditation for spiritual reasons, 
it is important to note that the 
meditation program being offered is 
nondenominational and strictly for mental 
health reasons.

For the fall semester, classes will 
run every Tuesday from 5-6 p.m. in the 
Library Faculty Lounge (Room 1208).

Classes are open to students, faculty 
and staff. They are also open to meditators 
of all levels.

For additional information, visit sites.
google.com/a/umich.edu/um-dearborn-
meditations/?pli=1

By Courtney Morrison
Staff Writer

Photo courtesy of silentjourney.com

Meditation Offered to 
Ease Campus Stress

By olea Hokes
Guest Writer

gender studies double major, has 
been active around sexual assault and 
gender issues on campus for years. She 
said many victims are already afraid to 
report sexual assault. This, she said, tells 
students the university won’t be looking 
out for them. 

“It really sets a tone for victims and 
shows them that if they report, then 
this is what happens,” Robinson said. 
“Their claims and their experiences are 
invalidated by things like this.”

The female student who filed the 
complaint against Sterrett released a 
statement in response to the settlement. 

“I have come to believe [the 
university administrators] do not care 
about individual students seeking help 
and are more concerned with producing 

the paperwork which demonstrates 
compliance with U.S. Department of 
Education mandates,” she wrote. “The 
biggest threat on campus has now become 
the Title IX Sexual Assault Policy as 
implemented by the University.”

Gordon said university administrators 
shouldn’t be acting as criminal 
investigators — even though Title IX 
requires universities to investigate 
claims of sexual assault. She noted that 
some universities involve police when 
a sexual assault claim is made. UM-
Dearborn is one of those schools.

“We’re not talking about graffiti on a 
wall,” Gordon said. “These things 
carry just huge stigmas. The truth 
has to be found. These investigations 
have to be thorough and well done.”

The UM-Dearborn campus has 
been repeatedly ranked as one of 
the safest in the state. But, Robinson 
said, in an environment where 
students are afraid to report sexual 
assault, the numbers can’t be trusted. 

Robinson said in addition to 
more sexual assault data and 
programming, UM-Dearborn also 
needs to take a deeper look at issues 

like stalking and sexual harassment. 
She said initiatives to address these 

issues at UM-Dearborn are most often 
led by students, not the administration.

“And that’s very problematic for me, 
and for a lot of students, because what the 
administration does on an institutional 

level sets the tone for the entire campus,” 
Robinson said.

“We firmly believe that accessing 
resources for information and support is 
a vitally important first step for anyone 
who has experienced sexual misconduct,” 
UM spokesman Rick Fitzgerald said in 
a statement. “We strive to continually 
improve our processes to improve the 
experiences and outcomes for students 
who report sexual misconduct to the 
university.”

Gordon said more and more the courts 
will weigh in on how universities handle 
these kinds of investigations. 

“It’s just very complicated,” Gordon 
said. “The damage that can be done is 
huge...That’s the tragedy of all this.”

sexual assault investigation
continued from page 1 “The biggest 

threat on campus 
has now become 

the Title IX Sexual 
Assault Policy as 
implemented by 
the University.”

“The truth has to 
be found. These 

investigations have 
to be thorough and 

well done.” 

Photo courtesy of 
accesscommunity.org

Photo courtesy of detroitcenter.umich.edu
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On Sept. 15, it was reported that a sexual assault had 
taken place at Oakland University. The student, in a casual 
encounter, had become the victim of a sex crime. Even 
though the victim reported this incident anonymously, 
they refused to file any charges. It’s reported that the 
victim went alone to meet an unknown person. 

The University of Michigan wants to assure that each 
and every student is fully aware of such dangers.  In 
an effort to prevent this, we ask you take note of the 
following tips:

  The Do’s:
•	 Always have your keys and phone in hand before you 

exit the building, especially at night. 
•	 Program the Campus Police number for speed dial: 

313-593-5333, as well as 911.
•	 There is strength in numbers, so always try to leave 

with a crowd. 
•	 Look around to make sure no one has tampered with 

your car and always check the back seat or hatch. 
•	 If you see something suspicious or someone lingering 

around your car, slow down turn around as if you left 
something and go back inside for help. 

•	 Once inside of your vehicle immediately lock your 
door and be ready to pull off. 

•	 Report any incident, no matter how small, to the 
police.

  The Don’ts:
•	 Don’t be fully engaged in a phone call while walking 

to your car.
•	 Don’t be too busy looking for or fidgeting with your 

keys. 
•	 Don’t auto-lock your car door until you are there.

•	 Don’t invite anyone you don’t know in. 
•	 Don’t assume that you are not in any danger.
•	 Don’t be afraid to be afraid. 
•	 Lastly, be aware of your internal senses; your gut will 

never do you wrong.

Picture this: you’re an imaginative, creative, inventive 
kid who likes to make homemade objects. You want to 
impress your teachers by bringing a homemade clock to 
school, but unexpectedly get arrested, interrogated, and 
eventually suspended. The next day, you are the most 
talked about teenager in the U.S. and a hashtag with your 
name is trending. 

Ahmed Mohamed, the boy from Irving, Texas who likes 
to engineer things, was charged with carrying a “hoax 
bomb.” He brought a homemade clock to his high school, 
only to end up being interrogated. He was asked multiple 
times if his clock was a bomb and answered that it was 
a clock. He was threatened with expulsion and was not 
allowed to call his parents. 

Since then, his story went viral and the hashtag 
#IStandWithAhmed spread like wildfire. Soon enough, 
President Barack Obama tweeted him, “Cool clock, 
Ahmed. Want to bring it to the White House? We should 
inspire more kids like you to like science. It’s what makes 
America great.” 

He got invitations from universities such as MIT, 
including an invitation from Mark Zuckerberg to tour 
Facebook. 
The school however, reacted differently. They have not yet 
apologized and they sent a letter to parents explaining the 
importance of safety. 
“We are pleased to report that after the police department’s 
assessment, the item discovered at school did not pose a 
threat to your child’s safety,” read the letter. Instead of 
applauding a kid with talent, they label it as a safety 
precaution. 

Why would Ahmed get arrested, you may ask? He says 
it’s because of his ethnicity, name and religion. According 
to him, if his classmates brought a clock to school, they 
would be treated fine. Instead of teaching tolerance and 
acceptance, the school reinforces the stereotype that 
Muslims are dangerous.
As my professor Ronald Stockton said, “These people 
are usually living in a bubble and they only interact with 
people like themselves.”

It’s unfair the way Ahmed was treated; he seems like 
such a smart and wise kid. He did not deserve the way he 
was treated or the way they made him feel. He should not 
have to go through something like this. No one should. 
Ahmed commented on the incident saying, “I felt like 
I was a terrorist. I felt like all the names I was called.” 
He was called those names several times by his previous 
classmates. 
Ahmed’s charges were dropped and he is now exploring 
his options regarding other schools. The future is bright 

for Ahmed, and I wish the best for him and his family. 
Unfortunately, this is not the only Islamophobic incident 
to occur. The Chapel Hill shootings in North Carolina, 
where three Muslim students were killed, happened earlier 
this year and gained nationwide attention.
Every incident like this that occurs to all minorities should 
be covered in the media and gain national attention. No 
one should have to feel judged, targeted or hated because 
of their race, religion or ethnicity.

As I begin my senior year, I am starting 
to realize that my time at UM-Dearborn is 
limited and the countdown to graduation 
begins. At the same time, I’m not sure if 
I’m ready to go out in the real world. 

After being on summer vacation for four 

months, I missed walking into CASL and 
looking for my first classes. Although I did 
not miss trying to find a parking spot and 
showing up to class late (seriously, they 
need to fix that!). 

I remember my days as a freshman, and 
I would definitely do things differently if I 
could go back in time. 

These are some things I would tell my-
freshman-self: 

If you want to join an organization, join 
it! You don’t need to have a friend with you 
at all times. Sure, they’re your friends, but 
they could be interested in different things. 
If they don’t want to join with you, it’s 
okay! It doesn’t mean that you should limit 
yourself and not join. You will meet new 
people in any organization you join.

Don’t be afraid or intimidated to reach 
out to people in organizations you would 

like to join. Make yourself known to 
them and show your interest. There are 
so many organizations that you probably 
haven’t even heard of! There’s a list of all 
organizations on UM-Dearborn’s website. 

Make yourself known to professors 
because they can be really helpful. If the 
time is convenient, go to office hours and 
ask them questions; they are always willing 
to help. This can help you in the future with 
recommendation letters as well. 

Don’t be afraid to experiment with 
different classes! Even if you already know 
what you’re majoring in, you might like 
something else better. Take a look at all 
classes offered and take electives that you 
are interested in. Who knows? You might 
declare a minor or change your major.

It’s okay to be undecided! You don’t 
want to end up studying something you 

don’t like or are interested in. Experiment 
with your options, and see what you like 
best.

Do NOT leave things until the last 
minute! I know I’m guilty of this one, but 
the college experience will go much more 
smoothly if you are on top of things. Give 
yourself some time to write that paper or 
work on that project. It’s always better to 
finish things early rather than late. 

Always try to stay organized, and if you 
feel overwhelmed, write to-do lists. I try to 
plan everything out in my planner to make 
sure I’m not forgetting anything. 

Lastly, have fun! Don’t be afraid to meet 
new people and take advantage of the great 
opportunities UM-Dearborn provides.

By OLEA HOKES
Guest Columnist 

By GHADEER ALARADI
Opinions Editor

By GHADEER ALARADI
Opinions Editor

Be Aware!

Ahmed’s Ticking Clock

Things I Would Tell My-freshman-self

Photo courtesy or fastweb.com.

Irving MacArthur High School student Ahmed Mohamed poses in his home on September 15. 2015.
Photo courtesy of wired.com
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An aura of contentiousness 
and vitriol circumvented Sterling 
Heights’ city building on Friday, 
Sept. 11. The unanimous 9-0 vote 
against the mosque, undertaken by 
Sterling Heights’ Planning Commis-
sion, became a breeding ground for 
hatred that not only followed the 
vote, but surrounded the anti-mosque 
protests weeks prior. 

Following the vote, Muslim at-
tendees were greeted with jeers as 
they walked out of the building. 
Supporters of building the mosque 
demanded their constitutional rights 
and freedom of religion. However, 
chants of “God bless America” and 

“no more mosques” sought to deter 
them and ensure a “blessed Ameri-
ca.” 

“What’s being discussed, obvi-
ously, with the protests is this hate 
towards people of Muslim faith,” 
Rashida Tlaib told television station 
WXYZ, channel 7, on Sept. 2 in re-
sponse to Sterling Heights Mayor 
Michael Taylor’s opposition to the 
mosque over euphemistic “zoning is-
sues”. 

Taylor’s early scores of Facebook 
posts emphasizing solidarity with the 
Chaldean community in light of plans 
to build the mosque were in response 
to initial protests from residents of 15 
Mile Road against the mosque’s con-
struction.   

Complaints levied by local resi-

dents in the two city government 
meetings in late August to the plan-
ning commission’s rejection of the 
mosque made evident that even the 
allegedly logistical decision mirrors 
the cheers and Islamophobic epithets 
outside closed doors. 

American-Arab Anti-Discrimina-
tion Committee (ADC) director Fa-
tina Abdrabboh concurred that even 
zoning decisions based on “objective 
land use criteria,” as Taylor asserted, 
are otherwise rooted in prejudices. 

“The historically vulgar discrimi-
natory practices prevalent in the 
20th Century rallied around beliefs 
that African-Americans threatened 
property values,” Abdrabboh wrote 
in response to zoning concerns 
over traffic and property values.

By julia kassem 
Staff Columnist

Bigotry Underpins Sterling Heights’ Decision to Reject Mosque

Student Voice
What class are you looking 

forward to most this semester?

“I’m looking forward to Philosophy of Technology”
Major: Microbiology - Drashti Patel

“I’m excited for Urban Design Perspectives.”
Major: Urban and Regional Studies

- Gerard Robinson

“I’m looking forward to Digital Evidence. It has to do with 
technology and crimes.”
Major: Criminal Justice - Samer Saad

“Chemistry. I like science and working in the lab.”
 Major: Undecided - Julia Richards

“Operational management because that’s what I’m going into and it’s 
catered to people taking the major.”
Major: Supply Chain Management

- Mohammed Alziyadi

The Sterling Heights Planning Commission denied the proposal of the mosque by 
a vote of 9-0. The crowd erupted with applause after the proposal was denied.

Photos by Ghadeer Alaradi/MJ

Photo courtesy of David Angell
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By miranda karanfili
Staff Writer

Summer Recap: Music Photography

Editor: Amber Ainsworth| umd.mj.artsandentertainment@gmail.com

Humidity hangs in the hot 
summer air, signaling the ap-
proach of rainy weather. My 
camera is hanging around my 
neck as I push the front of the 
barricade. 

You can feel it in the air 
around you – the excitement. 

People are buzzing, check-
ing the time, wondering when 
the show will begin. 

Whether you’re on the 
lawn or right in front of the 
stage, it doesn’t matter; you 
all came for one reason.

Music has a way of unit-
ing people. Anyone can enjoy 
music, its message, and its 

sheer joy or poetry.
The house lights go out, the 

crowd is roaring, your ears 
are ringing. My finger hovers 
over the shutter button, the 
spotlight hits the stage, the 
curtain rises. 

They step out onto stage 
and the chords of their first 
song begin. They lick their 
lips and the words pour from 
their mouths, and for the next 
few hours you’re transported 
to their world; their words 
and your voices melting in 
harmony.

Nothing compares to see-
ing your favorite artist live. 
You know leading up to the 
day of a concert from the mo-

ment you buy your ticket until 
you are actually at the venue, 
you’re counting down the 
days with your friends.

Shooting shows this sum-
mer has been, for lack of a 
better word, awesome. 

I’ve always loved going 
to concerts, loved the atmo-
sphere. There’s something 
about overpriced hot dogs 
and a crowded environment 
full of people all there for the 
same reason you are: to sing, 
to have fun and to see their fa-
vorite artist live. 

I never knew I had the op-
portunity to do something so 
incredible until speaking with 
our Arts & Entertainment edi-

tor, Amber Ainsworth, about 
her experience of shooting 
shows. I always thought in 
order to shoot artists you had 
to be an established photogra-
pher or work for a larger news 
outlet.

Knowing I had the oppor-
tunity through school to do 
something that I thought was 
only granted access to a select 
few, I knew I had to try it at 
least once. 

It started back in March 
when I covered Fifth Har-
mony at the Royal Oak Mu-
sic Theatre. After that, I was 
hooked. 

Doing music photography 
this summer has been such a 

great experience. It opened 
my eyes to a whole differ-
ent type of work that I didn’t 
think I could even get access 
to. It challenged me to work 
in a way I wasn’t accustomed 
to.

Photography had always 
been a side hobby of mine, 
something I enjoyed doing 
every now and then. The real 
challenge that came to me 
was shooting artists at the 
right angle: trying to get pho-
tos where it didn’t look like 
they had just sneezed, or shot 
with too much light on them 
or ones that looked like I was 
shooting from inside a cave.

Some artists were easy to 

shoot and stood in one place, 
allowing me to get great shots 
of them. Other artists, such as 
MAX or Pete Wentz, moved 
around so much that most of 
my photos were blurry. 

My skills are still at the be-
ginner level, but I can already 
see the progress between 
shots I’ve taken earlier this 
year and the ones I took later 
in the summer. With classes 
beginning, I’m not sure if I’ll 
have the same time I had to 
dedicate to shooting perfor-
mances, but I would love to 
continue. 

When you think of great 
places to eat sushi, you might 
think of the big places like 
Benihana or chain restau-
rants like Wasabi. Little did 
you possibly know that just 
five minutes from school is 
one of the best sushi places 
around. Located in downtown 
Dearborn on Howard & New-
man Streets is JoA Sushi, an 
affordable and great place to 
eat.

The sushi isn’t exactly au-
thentic, as it’s made by Kore-
ans, but nonetheless it is deli-
cious. JoA serves a variety of 
68 rolls ranging from the typi-
cal California rolls to their 
own special tempura-style 
rolls. The prices are quite af-
fordable ranging from $4-$13 
for six to eight pieces, de-
pending on the style chosen.

Everything is made behind 
the counter, but if you’re seat-
ed close to it you can watch 
the magic happen. The sushi 

is made fresh and quickly by 
the chefs and arranged in var-
ious designs. JoA would get 
an ‘A’ in presentation alone. 
The best part is if you happen 
to have a large order, you can 
get it in a boat-shaped platter, 
which is fun in itself.

Other items on their menu 
include the standard noodles 
and teriyaki-type foods. The 
chicken is halal at the estab-
lishment, and you can even 
get yourself a chicken sushi 
roll.

If you’re on the go and 
need a quick fix, you can call 
in for takeout and pick it up 
at their location. However, I 
would recommend dining in, 
as the service is great.

JoA Sushi is located at 
1041 Howard St. They are 
open Monday-Thursday from 
11 a.m. - 10 p.m.; Fridays 11 
a.m. - 10:30 p.m.; Saturdays 
12 - 10:30 p.m.; and Sundays 
1 - 10 p.m.

By aYESHa SHEikH
Guest Writer

Restaurant 
Review:

JoA Sushi

Last time Atlas Genius was 
in Michigan, the band had to 
deal with excessive rain that 
caused “miniature lakes in 
front of the stages,” accord-
ing to lead singer Keith Jef-
fery. Mo-Pop was only this 
past July, but the band will be 
back this week.

This time, the group takes 

their set to the Magic Bag in 
Ferndale.

Since their stop for the 
summer festival, Atlas Ge-
nius’ second studio album 
Inanimate Objects was re-
leased, adding more songs 
into the band’s lineup that has 
been growing since the debut 
of the song “Trojans” in 2011.

“You never really know 
how a song is going to feel 

live until you actually go out 
and do it,” Jeffery said of per-
forming new music.

So far, the new music has 
gotten a great reaction from 
audiences with a great ener-
gy during shows. Even after 
playing all summer, Jeffery 
still enthusiastically speaks of 
the energy coming from fans 
at his shows.

Fans can expect to hear the 

new track “A Perfect End” 
during this tour, as Jeffery 
cites it as being a song that he 
really likes when asked about 
his favorites to play live, 
among other new music from 
August’s release.

Check out Atlas Genius 
live Thursday, Sept. 24. Tick-
ets are available at ticketweb.
com.

Atlas Genius Brings New 
Album to Michigan 

Check out more of Miranda’s 
shots at michiganjournal.org

By amBEr ainSWOrTH
A&E Editor

Photos by Miranda Karanfili/MJ

Ayesha Sheikh/MJ

Photo courtesy of bbgunpress.com
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Last year I had a section 
called “Beauty Tips by 
Aisha,” but this year I wanted 
to try something everyone 
can relate to. As a student in 
college, we walk past many 
fellow students each day and 
don’t think twice. I think it’s 
time to share our short stories, 
poems or any moments of 
experience that make us 
more than just students here. 
Each person has a story and 
something to share, so where’s 
a better place to find out than 
our diverse university? Stories 
from bad cooking to financial 
struggles and everything in 
between matter. You never 
know how a small piece of 
advice or a little inspiration 
can change someone’s day. 
It’s the small daily things that 
bring us together so let’s start 
off with those! 

I’ll start off by simply 

sharing my experience 
here. The University of 
Michigan-Dearborn is the 
third university I’ve attended 
since I graduated from high 
school in 2011. I first attended 
Oakland University, then 
moved to Singapore for a 
year and attended a university 
there and have now been here 
for two years. I’m glad to say 
this was the right university to 
finally settle in and hopefully 
I’ll be graduating from here. 
I was a little nervous and a 
little tired of re-adjusting, 
but I found my place here 
right away. This university is 
different because it’s like a 
huge, close-knit family! Not 
to mention how the diversity 
brings even more excitement 
to everyday life. I’ve noticed 
many of the students here are 
more down to earth, accepting 
and open. I’ve traveled and 
experienced enough to know 
how important it is to be 

surrounded by people like that. 
There are so many different 
cultures, goals and dreams, 
and people of different 
backgrounds come together 
to want the same thing — 
success and good memories 
along the way. That’s why I 
think no matter who you are, 
in some way you’ll find your 
place if you try. It’s like each 
person I meet surprises me 
with their experiences, hopes 
and dreams. I’ve had a good 
experience so far and I hope 
for more in the semesters to 
come. 

This is why I wanted to 
start this section; so everyone 
could get a little of what I 
experienced here!

If you're interested in 
sharing your experiences in 
the Michigan Journal, email 
Amber Ainsworth at umd.
mj.artsandentertainment@
gmail.com Classic Nick shows have 

gotten a lot of buzz as of 
recent. Young adults who 
grew up in the ‘90s miss the 
excitement of waking up on 
Saturday morning and eating a 
bowl of cereal while watching 
their favorite Nick programs. 

If you were one of those 
kids, you will be happy to hear 
that Nickelodeon is in talks 
of developing a new channel 
called “The Splat,” which will 
be devoted to showing all the 
classic Nick shows 24/7.  

According to E! Online, 

the twitter account @
thesplat slowly hints upon 
the premiere of this brand 
new network. It teases their 
followers with short vine clips 
of popular cartoons, which 
include “Rocket Power,” 
“The Rugrats,” “CatDog” and 
“Rocko’s Modern Life,” just 
to name a few. The page also 
features memes using various 
other shows. In addition to 
their twitter page, they also 
added a brand new YouTube 
channel in which they created 
a trailer about what viewers 
can expect . 

The current Teen Nick 

channel already features 
some of these shows every 
night. With this new channel, 
there will be way more 
programming and it will not 
be limited to a small number 
of shows. 

The possibilities are 
endless! There have been 
many discussions online with 
fans who wish that there was 
a way to put all the programs 
that they love in one place, 
and it seems to be coming true 
after all. 

USA Today reports that The 
Splat will premiere in October 
of this year.  

Nickelodeon 
Throwback Channel 
Potentially in Works

By CHASIDY HALL
Guest Writer

By AISHA NADEEM
Staff Writer

Share Your 
UM-Dearborn 

Story 

human beings,” said 
winner Stephen Lounsbrough 
of Taylor. “Henry Ford 
demonstrated these qualities 
to the benefit of the greater 
Detroit area, the U.S. and the 
whole world.”

 Following the 
premiere of Lounsbrough’s 
composition, the orchestra 
closed the performance 
with Paul Creston’s 
castanet-filled “A Night in 
Mexico” and Pyotr Ilyich 
Tchaikovsky’s summery 
“Capriccio Italien.”

 On a breezy, 
70-degree day, the 
combination of nature’s 
noises and the ones crafted 
by the Dearborn Symphony 
Orchestra composed the 
perfect soundtrack to 
celebrate the history and 
beauty of the Henry Ford 
Estate.

Music on the Meadow
continued from page 1

Photos courtesy of IMDB.com

Members of the Dearborn Symphony Orchestra 
demonstrate Henry Ford’s instruments

Photos by Jenna Wos/MJ
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Office of International Affairs: 
UM-Dearborn’s Gateway to the 

Rest of the World

By BROOKELYNN 
RUGGIRELLO

Student  Life Editor

Traveling is the gateway 
to new experiences, opening 
eyes and minds to what life 
is like outside of the personal 
bubble that is cast by the mi-
nutiae of everyday life. At 
UM-Dearborn, the Office of 
International Affairs (OIA) 
is instrumental in making it 
possible for students to gain 
a multicultural experience 
through a number of interna-
tional and study abroad initia-
tives.

Chiefly, the office assists 
international students who 
have been admitted to UM-
Dearborn with gathering and 
processing the documents 
necessary to ensure the legiti-
macy of their stay in the Unit-
ed States. These documents 
include the Form I-20 and the 
DS-2019. 

The office also assists with 
the processing of the Optional 
Practical Training (OPT) and 
Curricular Practical Training 
(CPT) work authorization 
forms, which allow interna-
tional students to hold intern-
ships in the U.S., as well as 
jobs once they graduate.

Erica Ross, the housing co-
ordinator at the OIA, plays a 
major role in the office’s mis-
sion to make UM-Dearborn a 
more culturally diverse cam-
pus. As the Housing Coordi-
nator, Ross is instrumental in 
ensuring that undergraduate 
international students at UM-
Dearborn have places to live 
at The Union at Dearborn.

Once the students have a 
place to live, Ross ensures 
that international students 
have the tools to understand 
aspects of their living ar-
rangements that may be con-

fusing for them.
“If they don’t understand 

maybe a portion of their lease, 
or if they’re having roommate 
issues, then they can come to 
me and I can try to resolve the 
issues and help them under-
stand what it is that is going 
on,” Ross said.

Referring to a group of 
Brazilian students, Ross noted 
that each nation has their own 
set of policies and program 
regulations that the OIA must 
adhere to while their students 
are attending UM-Dearborn. 
In this instance, Ross housed 
the Brazilian students directly 
at Fairlane Meadows through 
a program that she set up her-
self.

The OIA also does its own 
recruiting around the world 
in an effort to get more inter-
national students to come to 
UM-Dearborn. Currently, the 
office has people stationed in 
the Middle East to recruit for 
the 2016 semester. In the past, 
they have held recruitment 
efforts in Germany, Brazil, 
Canada and Ecuador.

“We’re doing recruiting 
kind of all around the world, 
trying to get more interna-
tional students to come here 
and experience UM-Dear-
born,” Ross said.

Ross said that the OIA’s re-
cruiting efforts stem from an 
initiative to make UM-Dear-
born into a more “cultural 
campus.”

“We want to be able to 
reach across the world, have 
an impact around the world,” 
Ross said. “So not just here in 
little Dearborn or Michigan, 
but around the world, because 
our students will have the op-
portunity to become more di-
verse in their interactions.”

Ross said that this diversity 

within the student body will 
make students more under-
standing of people from other 
cultures.

“When they get into the 
real world and join the work-
force, they’re going to be 
working with people from 
different religious back-
grounds, ethnicities and dif-
ferent belief systems, and if 
you’ve worked with someone 
from India, it’s not a total 
shock when you’re actually 
working with them, because 
now you understand how they 
work and where they’re com-
ing from when they say cer-
tain things to you,” Ross said. 
“So, it’s a good thing — the 
diversity.”

In addition to making it 
possible for international 
students to study at UM-
Dearborn, the OIA also co-
ordinates a number of study 
abroad opportunities for 
American students. 

“I can basically assist a 
student with going just about 
anywhere they’d like to go. I 
can’t guarantee everywhere, 
but just about anywhere 
they’d like to go,” Ross said.

Ross took over as the OIA’s 
acting Interim Study Abroad 
Coordinator in December 
of 2014 after the person for-
merly holding the position 
retired. She is currently lead-
ing an effort to make students 
more aware of just how many 
study abroad opportunities 
are available to them.

“The university has a 
number of study abroad pro-
grams, and so what I’m try-
ing to do right now is get the 
word out because there are 
faculty members who take 
students on trips,” Ross said. 
“And then there’s students 
who were interested in study 

abroad, but they don’t know 
how to go about going abroad 
and pursuing that and finding 
out what’s available to them.”

The OIA also works close-
ly with the Ann Arbor and 
Flint campuses to give stu-
dents the opportunity to travel 
with programs offered by the 
other universities as well.

“It’s not necessarily a coor-
dinated effort, but it can be,” 
Ross said. “So, if we don’t 
have something that they’re 
interested in doing, they can 
travel with Flint or Ann Ar-
bor.”

Ross made it clear that tim-
ing is paramount in planning 
a study abroad trip, as there 
is much to be done before the 
student can travel.

“Timing is very important 
in planning the study abroad 
trip,” Ross said. “Let’s say 
we’ll start working about six 
months to a year in advance so 
that you have time to contact 
your academic advisor and 
find out what classes would 
be best for you abroad. You 
need to speak with financial 
aid. You need to know what 
the deadlines are for scholar-
ships if you’re a need-based 
student.”

Ross was quick to note that 
a student’s financial status 
doesn’t have to be the final 
say in studying abroad.

“Our students don’t know 
that there’s a number of schol-
arships available to them here 
on campus to study abroad,” 
Ross said.

One such scholarship is 
the Benjamin A. Gilman In-
ternational Scholarship for 
Undergraduate Study Abroad, 
which awards U.S. citizen 
undergraduates with up to 
$5,000. Ross said that the 
Gilman scholarship made it 

possible for one UM-Dear-
born student to study abroad 
in Costa Rica and to take her 
son with her.

“They went to Costa Rica 
for I believe one semester and 
she said it was a life-changing 
experience,” Ross said of the 
aforementioned student. “She 
said that her son was just im-
mersed into the school that he 
enrolled in and he had a few 
friends, and she said that she 
could see the change not only 
in herself, but in him, too.”

Bayan Jaber, a junior at 
UM-Dearborn and an inter-
national studies major, is an-
other student who the OIA 
helped to experience study-
ing abroad. Jaber traveled 
to Beirut, Lebanon this past 
summer and took a course at 
the American University of 
Beirut.

“My experience abroad 
was like nothing I’ve ever 
experienced,” Jaber said. “It 
was a dream come true to be 
exposed to a university that 
I had dreamed about attend-
ing since I was 15 years old. 
I felt like a regular student 
in the best way possible, all 
while observing the differ-
ences in the culture between 
Beirut and the United States. 
My experience has definitely 
changed my life.”

Having the experience of 
studying abroad has made Ja-
ber realize the importance of 
the university continuing to 
offer similar opportunities.

“It is crucial that the uni-
versity offers these opportuni-
ties because gaining different 
outlooks and perspectives can 
very literally change some-
one’s life,” Jaber said. “Ex-
isting in this world, tucked 
away in your own little bub-
ble is one thing, but stepping 

outside of your comfort zone 
and taking healthy risks that 
might make you temporarily 
uncomfortable are what help 
you to truly live in a world 
in which you are aware that 
there is life that may be more 
or less complex than yours 
and that you are a part of a 
grander scheme of things.”

Ross also expressed the 
importance of UM-Dearborn 
offering study abroad oppor-
tunities.

“It’s important because we 
want our students to have all 
of the experiences and op-
portunities that every other 
student has,” Ross said. “We 
don’t want our students not to 
have certain opportunities just 
because we’re a small, com-
muter campus. As a univer-
sity, we have to begin to back 
and push and support these 
initiatives, these programs 
and the faculty members who 
would like to develop these 
programs. It can be detailed, 
it can be a lot of work, but it’s 
fun. It’s worth it.”

Although students study-
ing abroad are engaging in 
academic pursuits, Ross said 
that the experience is ulti-
mately about so much more.

“I often tell students that 
you’re not just going there to 
gain some academic experi-
ence,” Ross said. “You’re 
going there so that you can 
change and grow as a per-
son. So that you can become 
more enlightened about how 
the world works outside of 
the Mitten. So, get outside of 
the Mitten, get outside of the 
United States.”

For more information 
about studying abroad, visit 
http://umdearborn.edu/inter-
nationaloffice or call (313) 
583-6600.

The American Univserity of Beirut. Bayan Jaber, a junior at UM-Dearborn and an international studies major, is student who the OIA helped to experience studying abroad. 
Photo courtesy of Bayan Jaber
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By JULIANNE SAAD
Guest Columnist

With Hispanic Heritage Month spanning from Sept. 15- Oct. 
15, the Office of Student Engagement has decided to celebrate.  
Every week, they will host a Hispanic-themed event geared 
towards getting students involved, and to give them a chance 
to learn about the Hispanic culture. 

Last Wednesday, Sept. 16 (Mexican Independence Day), it 
was “Cultural Craft: Make Your Own Piñata.” On the second 
floor of the UC, I was greeted by student and OSE employee 
Brenda Hernandez, a junior studying pre-business, and I was 
invited in to make a piñata for myself. Sprawled out on the 
table were paper bag piñatas already filled with candy, ready to 
decorate. With things like different colored tissue paper, mark-
ers, character masks and lots of stickers, there was tons of cre-
ative freedom with making your own piñata. 

Hernandez and Dexter Overall, coordinator for Diversity 
Programs with the OSE, worked together to choose an activity 
for students that was inspired by Hispanic culture, and what’s 
better than free candy and piñatas?  

“One of the best parts of the collegiate experience is the 
opportunity to interact with people who are different from you 
and who have a different background from you. Plus, everyone 
loves crafts and everyone loves a fun time, so we wanted to 
use piñatas to introduce them to new things like the Hispanic 
culture,” Overall said. 

While making our piñatas, I got the chance to talk to Her-
nandez about why Hispanic Heritage Month and celebrating it 
with activities here at school is so important to her. 

“I am a second generation Mexican-American, and culture 
is really important to me. I visit Mexico often, and I got to 
spend two weeks there this summer,” she said. “I experienced 
a lot of craft-making while I was there, and I thought making 
piñatas would be a great way for other students to get a little 
slice of my culture.”

Hernandez also spoke about why it is so important to her to 
reach out to other students with a Hispanic background. 

“It’s different being a part of a minority group, and some-
times people are discouraged from things like education just 
based on different stereotypes or stigmas of Hispanic-Ameri-
cans. Having other students that you can identify with and push 
yourself through college with is something that I think is very 
beautiful.”

What did I take away from my piñata making experience? 
Being an Arab-American growing up in Dearborn, I normally 
have limited opportunities to experience cultures different from 
my own, with Dearborn having the highest Arab population in 
the United States. So having these opportunities to experience 
new things and learn about other cultures is so important to me 
and I’m very grateful that UM-Dearborn has so much of that 
to offer. 

While making my own piñata, I listened to Hernandez speak 
to her friend Stephanie Chapa about what it was like growing 
up Hispanic. They talked about things like what taco trucks 
they used to visit, and what it was like to celebrate Hispanic 
holidays at their elementary schools. They talked about their 
favorite restaurants where they could go to get authentic Mexi-
can food, comparing it to the authentic food their mothers and 
grandmothers make. 

Listening to just this short conversation reminded me that 
there is so much more that the world has to offer. There are so 
many other cultures that we can learn about, and even learn 
from. And it’s these differences that are so important, and iron-
ically what have the power to bring us together.  Like Overall 
said, an important factor of the collegiate experience is to meet 
people with different cultures and different backgrounds, and I 
think that is what makes it so special. Not only are you going 
to school to learn more about your field of choice, but there are 
so many opportunities to learn about the differences all around 
the world, about the uniqueness that makes us come together 
as a whole. And that is why diversity is so important to me, to 
the University of Michigan-Dearborn, and around the world. 

To further celebrate Hispanic Heritage Month, join me next 
week on Friday, Sept. 25 for Salsa Night, located at the House 
of Maize & Blue, in the Union at Dearborn from 7-8 p.m.

Column: 
Experiencing 

Hispanic 
Heritage Month

Brookelynn Ruggirello/MJ

The Alfred Berkowitz 
Gallery held a public re-
ception on Saturday, Sept. 
18 from 5-7 p.m. to present 
a new exhibition titled “A 
True Impact: Celebrating 
the Stamelos Legacy.” The 
exhibition will be on display 
until Jan. 18, 2016.

According to a press re-
lease issued by the Berkow-
itz Gallery, “this exhibition 
honors the significant contri-
butions to the university by 
William and Electra Stame-
los over the last thirty-five 
years.” The gallery showcas-
es original works by Electra 
as well as pieces donated to 
the university by the couple.

The press release also 
shared information about the 
lives of the Stamelos couple, 
their relationship with UM-
Dearborn and the nature of 
Electra’s artistry.

“Electra Stamelos (1927-
2008) was a beloved UM-
Dearborn art lecturer from 
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1980 to 1994 and an accom-
plished artist. She held the 
position of Director of Art 
Acquisitions and Exhibitions 
for UM-Dearborn for many 
years and also taught on the 
Ann Arbor campus. Bill is 
a long-time generous donor 
and gallery volunteer, act-
ing as honorary curator for a 
period of time.  Electra and 
Bill contributed greatly to 
the university’s art collection 
for decades including donat-
ing the majority of Electra’s 
body of work and many other 
art pieces that they collected 
throughout their years to-
gether.

“Bill, a native Detroiter, 
met Electra while stationed 
in the army in Virginia. They 
were married in 1953 and 
moved to the Detroit area 
soon after. Electra earned 
her B.F.A. from Wayne State 
University and her M.F.A. 
from Eastern Michigan Uni-
versity.  She also studied 
at the Corcoran Museum 
School and the National Art 
School in Washington D.C. 

and the Center for Creative 
Studies in Detroit.

“Electra was highly al-
lergic to oil paint and used 
only acrylic and watercolor. 
She preferred to paint only 
during nighttime hours. De-
riving inspiration mostly 
from the natural world, she 
planted and took care of a 
glorious garden which Bill 
photographed. His light-
filled images of the garden 
were a significant inspiration 
for many of Electra’s pieces. 
She also painted portraits of 
loved ones, favorite places 
and even celebrated the un-
likely beauty of complicated 
assemblages of ordinary ob-
jects like the buttons, thim-
bles, drink umbrellas and 
spools of thread jumbled to-
gether on her work table.

“Continually challeng-
ing herself, Electra experi-
mented with new techniques 
for communicating what she 
saw, felt and imagined. She 
moved effortlessly between 
abstract and representational 
imagery, dissecting many 

of her compositions into 
smaller views with varying 
perspectives.  Electra de-
scribed her work as figura-
tive abstraction with many 
levels of interpretation, and 
she often filled every inch of 
the canvas. She had a talent 
for light and color and often 
painted from two trays of 
forty-eight colors each, using 
paint made by three different 
manufacturers for each color.

“Electra’s artwork has 
been exhibited throughout 
the United States for de-
cades and has won numerous 
awards. It has been acquired 
by a large number of private 
and public art collections 
across the country.”

The Alfred Berkowitz Gal-
lery is located on the 3rd floor 
of the Mardigian Library. It 
is open Monday-Friday from 
9 a.m. - 5 p.m. during exhibi-
tions. For more information 
about “A True Impact: Cel-
ebrating the Stamelos Lega-
cy,” visit http://umdearborn.
edu/berkowitz/.

Brookelynn Ruggirello/MJ
“A True Impact: Celebrating the Stamelos Legacy” will be on display until Jan. 18, 2016 in the Alfred Berkowitz Gallery. 



SPORTS
September 22, 2015 10 michiganjournal.org | Vol. XLV, No. 2

Editor: Hannah Genig| umd.mj.sports@gmail.com

Excitement was in the air Saturday night 
as the University of Michigan-Dearborn  
volleyball team hosted the Rochester 
College Warriors. The Wolverines 
prevailed with a 25-14, 25-19, 38-36 win. 
At first, the evening seemed as if it would 
be a quick and unchallenging one for the 
Wolverines. Upon the beginning of the 
third match, it took a turn and ended up 
being an excitement-filled evening.  

In the first two sets, the Wolverines 
breezed past Rochester. They would take 
the first match 14-25 and the second 
19-25. In the third match, however, 
Rochester came out with a newfound fire 
within them.

At the start, the third match went back 
and forth between the two teams. Neither 

team seemed to pull away from the other. 
Eventually, Rochester would gain a 24-
20 advantage playing for the game point. 
Dearborn was not going to give in that 
easily. The Wolverines rallied back to 
score five consecutive points taking the 
lead 25-24.

“We proved to ourselves and the other 
team that we have the mental toughness 
[to] fight back in any game,” said senior 
captain Brittany Bejma.

Head coach Eric Stark also touched on 
the important role mental toughness had 
for his team in this game. 

“I’m most excited that they mentally 
made a change and maintained it through 
the match,” Stark said.

Mental toughness seemed ever present 
in the upcoming rotations as the lead 
bounced from team to team. As the point 

numbers got higher, the excitement and 
energy in the Fieldhouse became more 
intense.

“[There’s] a rush of adrenaline and a 
little pressure but that goes away once 
you’re in the game and you know that 
your team’s behind you,” described 
senior Colby DeMare of the exciting 
game-ending match.

A Rochester error gave the ball back 
to the Wolverines and gave them their 
opportunity to end the match. The 
Wolverines would finally win the match 
38-36, sweeping Rochester. Senior Megan 
Wright would finish the evening with 
26 digs. DeMare and freshman Shayla 
Smalls would have 15 and 10 attacks, 
respectively.

This big win for  UM-Dearborn was just 
enough to get the team back on track after 

the games earlier in the week. On Sep. 
16, the Wolverines fell to the Lawrence 
Tech Blue Devils 24-26, 19-25, 18-25. 

Despite taking the fall from Lawrence 
Tech, individual Wolverines showed their 
skills on the court. Smalls lead the team 
with 10 kills in Wednesday’s contest. 
Bejma led the team with six digs. 

In the upcoming weeks, the Wolverines 
face a tough and demanding schedule. 
Saturday’s win hopefully can propel them 
towards a successful next two weeks.

“[We] turn around and play a handful 
of the top teams in the conference in the 
next seven matches. It was good to get 
the energy [tonight],” Stark said.

By JORDAN EWALD
Guest Writer

UM-Dearborn vs. Rochester College Ends With a Bang 

University of Michigan-
Dearborn men’s soccer 
goalie Aaron Johnson was 
awarded the Wolverine-
Hoosier Athletic 
Conference’s Defensive 
Player of the Week after 
posting back-to-back 
shutouts against Cleary 
University and Rochester 
College. 

In his first action of 
the season vs. Cleary on 
Sept. 8, Johnson made four 
saves in the second half to 
secure a 3-0 win. It was the 
Wolverines’ first victory of 
the season.

Though Johnson received 
the award, he says it was the 
defense that deserved it.

“I’m always happy to 
win awards, but I was even 
more happy with the result 
from the team,” he said. 
“Anytime you can win a 
match convincingly, as well 
keep a clean sheet, it is even 
better. I personally feel the 
award speaks volumes to the 
defensive unit as a whole.”

UM-Dearborn head coach 
Matt Quirk explained how 
Johnson may have started 
shaky but quickly gained 
composure. 

“As the game went on, 
we just felt more and more 
confidence in the guy,” 
Quirk said. “I’ve seen him 
play (in) a bunch of training, 
but this is the first time I’ve 
got to see him play in a real 
formal setting.”

On Sept. 12 against 
Rochester, Johnson started 
his first full game as a 
Wolverine and made the 
most of it. He posted his first 
shutout at UM-Dearborn in 
a 5-0 victory. He made four 
saves and faced four corner 
kicks in the match.

Quirk described how 
Johnson is growing as a 
player and his skill set that 
has made him successful.

“His voice is a huge asset 
to his game,” Quirk said. “He 
is the one moving the chess 
pieces around. Winning this 
award has given him a lot of 
confidence.”

Being the first action 
Johnson has seen for the 
Wolverines, these early 
wins didn’t make him 

overconfident.
“It’s always nice to win 

matches, especially early on 
in the year. That being said, 
these are preseason games 
so I try not to read too much 
into them,” Johnson said. 
“They are great to work on 
fitness and refine the details 
before the regular season 
starts.”

Going forward, Johnson 
is putting the team first and 
individual goals second. 

“As a team, we are 
looking to improve on 
goal differential as well 
as keeping a clean sheet,” 
he said. “I’ve never been a 
guy to make a lot of goals; 
I’m just focusing on each 
game with the same level of 
intensity as the next.”

By GEOFF MEHL
Staff Writer 

WHAC: Johnson named Player of the Week fullback that I am right now.”
Houma was asked by a 

reporter where his first career 
touchdown ranked amongst 
the best moments in his life. He 
didn’t hesitate with his answer.

 “Probably number one. 
There’s no feeling like scoring 
your first touchdown on your 
home turf,” he said.

Jehu Chesson lives with 
Houma and Drake Johnson. 
Houma said they call their 
house ‘The Kingdom.’ 

“We just came up with it,” 
Houma said. “When we all get 
together, it’s like, ‘Kingdom!’’’

The trio have talked about 
Houma scoring. Chesson was 
elated that it finally happened.

“Once we saw him score, 
it was unbelievable,” Chesson 
said. “We’d always be talking 
about it. He’d be saying, ‘Man, 
I just got a fullback run, maybe 
I can score on that.’

“I’m so happy for him; I 
love him so much. He works so 
hard… to help his team win in 
practice.”

When the Wolverines lined 
up for the play after Houma’s 
touchdown reception was 
overturned, they had a feeling 
he’d get the ball again.

“I knew coach Harbaugh 
would probably (give Houma 
the ball) because he gives 
the ball to people who are 
deserving of carrying the team 
in his hands, and Sione is very 
deserving of carrying the team 
in his hands,” Chesson said.

Houma doesn’t have much 
to say often, but when he does, 
Chesson insists you listen.

“He really doesn’t talk that 
much, but he’ll get you going, 
man,” Chesson said. “If I have 
a bad day or if I drop an easy 
ball... he’s right there with you. 
When he does talk, you have 
to listen to him because it’s 
something special.”

Houma’s Chance
continued from page 1
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Volleyball Defies Odds After Winless Season

It was Nov. 8, 2014. The 
University of Michigan-
Dearborn volleyball 
team was playing in a 
tournament at Davenport 
University. They would 
face Aquinas College to 
close out the 2014-15 
season. The ladies went 
into the match with two 
losses and no wins, losing 
both matches in a straight 
three sets.

 They knew this was 
their last chance to show 
everyone what they’ve 
worked for all year. 
The countless number 
of hours practicing, the 
conditioning and the late 
nights staying up to study 
and do homework were 
almost over. They knew 
they had to put everything 
they had out onto the court, 
which is exactly what they 
did.

 They gave their hearts 
and souls, but it just wasn’t 
enough. The team would 
end the season with a 
heartbreaking 0-32 record.

But, it’s a new season 
now. A different story. A 
different team. A higher 
level of momentum.

 The team has already 
had a total of four wins 
this year. They knew they 
had to make changes to 
improve altogether.

 In the offseason, the 
team added six fresh faces: 
a junior who transferred 
from Macomb Community 
and five freshmen.

 The new team members 
have already shown 
influence both on and off 
the court. 

“The incoming players 
have made a huge impact. 
There is not a time when 
we do not have a first year 
player on the court,” said 
head coach Eric Stark. 
“Shayla is currently fourth 
in the conference in Kills 
Per Set and 13th in attack 

percentage. Katherine 
Nealy is seventh in the 
conference in Blocks 
Per Set. Every first year 
player has made serious 
contributions as well as 
pushed our returners to be 
better.”

 “Our team has made 
many adjustments from last 
year,”senior captain Colby 
DeMare, who has had 
very impressive numbers 
this season, comments. 
“We have worked a ton on 
making our offense very 
quick. We are running very 
fast sets and making sure 
to use all hitters as options 
rather than one hitter being 
a main point.”

The team had much 
more on their agenda in 
the offseason as well. 

“The team worked hard 
during the offseason to 
get stronger, healthier 
and faster, and that 
commitment is showing,” 
Stark said. 

 A faster offense has 
seemed to make quite a 
difference for the team. 
When something isn’t 
working, you have to 
change it, and they did.

Megan Wright, a senior 
who transferred last year 
from Schoolcraft, said “we 
are running a much faster 
offense this year, which 
has given us an advantage 

over some teams.”
 The Wolverines are in 

the WHAC division and 
face several competitive 
teams throughout the 
season. They have played 
five division games, 
winning one against 
Marygrove College. The 
team has made each match 
close, though, giving their 
opponents a run for their 
money.

“We are physically 
much improved,” Stark 
said. “The next big hurdle 
for us to overcome is the 
mental confidence to 
go along with our new 
physicality.”

 When asked what has 

been the team’s greatest 
strength this season, 
DeMare responded with 
“one of our greatest 
strengths has been that the 
team chemistry on and off 
the court is much more 
positive. I love having a 
team environment that is 
fun and competitive. It 
fuels me to do better and 
gets me excited to come to 
practice everyday.”

 The ladies continue to 
learn and grow as a team 
more and more each day: 
at practice, in their games 
and in the classroom.

 Being a student athlete 
is tough, but these ladies 
define exactly what it’s 

like. They go onto the 
court and leave their 
hearts out there. They 
defy the odds and don’t 
let anything negative get 
to them. They’re a true 
example of what it’s like 
to be a part of a team: the 
good and the bad.

 The Wolverines still 
have 18 games to go this 
year. They have many fans 
who knows that they’ll 
work their hardest this 
season to make the name 
on the front of their jerseys 
something to be even more 
proud of.

By GABRIELLE JOSEPH 
Guest Writer

Coach Eric Stark during the game against Marygrove on Sep. 9, 2015

                    Photos by Ricky Lindsay/MJ
UM-Dearborn Women’s Volleyball team playing Marygrove on Sep. 9, 2015
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Michigan cruises 
past UNLV

Editor: Hannah Genig| umd.mj.sports@gmail.com

Michigan has a problem, but it's a good one to 
have.

The Wolverines boast a loaded backfield, with 
four running backs — Ty Isaac, De'Veon 
Smith, Drake Johnson and Derrick Green 
— capable of starting at Division-I 
programs.

Last week, Smith 
powered them to a win.

It was Isaac's 
turn this week.

T h e 
redshirt 

sophomore 
running back 

rushed for 114 yards and a 
touchdown on eight carries to lift 

Michigan to a 28-7 win over University 
of Nevada, Las Vegas 

Saturday.
" I 

t h i n k 
that's a nice part of us having such a deep running 
back room," Isaac said. "If one guy's not going, 
someone else in the room is going to be able to go."

Most of Isaac's yards came on one play — a 76-
yard touchdown in the second quarter. The rush put 
the Wolverines (2-1) up 21-0 and, for their sake, 
featured his heralded vision and cutting ability. 

Because if not for Isaac's abilities, the play could 
have gone for a loss rather than a monstrous score.

"We didn't block it right; it was not blocked 
the way we drew it up. I thought it was going to 
be a tackle for loss," Michigan head coach Jim 
Harbaugh said. "Ty did a real great job somehow. 
He swerved, he made a tackle miss, bounced off 
another and was off to the races. It was the darndest 
thing I've seen in a long, long time."

Isaac’s performance against UNLV (0-3) was 
a long time coming. He played well as a true 
freshman at University of Southern California, but 
transferred to Ann Arbor in June 2014 and had to 
sit out a year due to NCAA transfer rules.

Isaac is able to play now, and posted a breakout 
game Saturday. He scored his first touchdown in 
a Michigan uniform. After his turbulent journey, 
Isaac is pleased to be able to contribute to the on-
field product.

"I've been here for a year without playing, doing 
a lot of practice squad stuff," he said. "I know that 
stuff helps the team, but it feels a lot better when 
you can put it on the scoreboard and help your team 

win."

M i c h i g a n 
battered UNLV 

with a strong running 
game. Ten players 
combined for 254 
yards rushing and three 
touchdowns.

Fifth-year senior 
quarterback Jake 
Rudock failed to wow 
against the Rebels, 
completing 14-of-22 
passes for 123 yards, 
one touchdown and an 
interception. The pick 
is Rudock's fifth of the 
season and occurred on his 78th attempt, according 
to the Big Ten Network; he threw five interceptions 
last year on 345 attempts.

Harbaugh noted that he wasn't concerned 
with Rudock's statistics. If numbers are out of 
the question, how does the coach evaluate his 
quarterback?

"(You look at) everything that you're asking him 
to do," Harbaugh said, "which is handle the ball on 
every single play and move the offense, throwing, 
his management in the run game, his ball handling, 
taking care of the football; those are the most 
important things.”

Michigan's defense kept UNLV quiet for most 
of the game. Junior Channing Stribling and redshirt 
junior Jeremy Clark each recorded an interception, 
and senior Joe Bolden totaled a team-high six 
tackles.

But the Rebels were able to spoil the 
Wolverines' coveted shutout early in the fourth 
quarter. Quarterback Blane Decker connected with 
receiver Devonte Boyd for a 53-yard gain to set up 
a 6-yard touchdown by the duo two plays later.

Michigan hosts Brigham Young University 
Sept. 26. The Cougars are 2-0 on the season, 
boasting last-second defeats over Nebraska and 
Boise State.

By RICKY LINDSAY 
Editor-in-Chief

@RLindz35

De’Veon Smith celebrates his 
touchdown against UNLV.

• Aussie punter Blake O’Neill continues to wow. He averaged 38.6 yards on five 
punts against the Rebels, pinning them inside the 20-yard line all but once. 
His only miscue was a 17-yard punt that flew out-of-bounds. Nonetheless, 
Harbaugh has been impressed with O’Neill. 

• “He’s got the ability to really pinpoint some of those punts,” Harbaugh said. 
“He didn’t have good grasp of the wind that went out of bounds, a 15-yard punt. 
Do they have wind in Australia?”

• Senior fullback Sione Houma scored his first career touchdown Saturday on a 
1-yard run. But he nearly reached the end zone on a pass from Rudock. It was 
ruled a 5-yard reception touchdown but was overturned after review.

• Junior running back Derrick Green, a former 5-star talent in Michigan's 2013 
recruiting class, didn't record a carry until there was 5:40 remaining in the 
game. Three running backs (Smith, Isaac and Johnson), two fullbacks (Houma 
and Joe Kerridge) and even two receivers (Jehu Chesson and Amara Darboh) 
had rushing attempts before Green.

• Isaac's 76-yard touchdown run turned out to be significant for Michigan. But he 
out-gained UNLV's entire first-half rushing output by three yards on the play.

Notebook: 
O’Neill Continues to Wow 

By RICKY LINDSAY 
Editor-in-Chief

@RLindz35

Photos by Amber Ainsworth/MJ
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