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Inkster’s
Jewell

Photos by Shelby Lubienski/MJ
University of Michigan-Dearborn student Jewell Jones, 20, is campaigning for a seat on Inkster’s City Council in District 4. The election is Nov. 3.

Jones Running
for City Council
By Danielle sugai
Staff Writer

The University of Michigan-Dearborn has produced several successful politicians, and on
Nov. 3, Jewell Jones is hoping to add his name that list.
Jones, 20, is actively campaigning for a seat on Inkster’s City Council in District 4, while
still a full-time student at UM-Dearborn.
A lifelong resident of Inkster, Jones said although no one in his family is a politician, they
have always been active in the community and in politics. He said he sees politics as his path
in life.
spring of 2017, even if elected.

Inkster Mayor Hilliard Hampton.
“I was at different political conventions, including a conference in Washington D.C.,

working on the campaign, and now considers him a mentor and friend.
Jones also spoke about professors that he has built relationships with outside of the
classroom and his appreciation for their guidance.

Presidential Candidate
Comes to Campus
By COurtney MOrrisOn
Staff Writer
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Early, one of Jones’ professors. “He wants to bring about change to the community and I think
he can do that if he has the right support system. If he can succeed in changing the culture,
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O’Malley
continued from page 1
O’Malley also called
out presidential candidates
Donald Trump and Dr.
Ben Carson on their
“Islamophobia.”
“At
the
Republican
debate, Donald Trump said
it wasn’t fair that he didn’t
know the names of terrorist
leaders because, he said,
‘They all have Arab names,’”
O’Malley said. “Ben Carson

News & Notes
around the university system, around
Dearborn and Metropolitan Detroit.

Criminal Justice
Exposition

Recruiters from federal, state and local law
enforcement and criminal justice organizations
will be on campus Thursday, Oct. 29 from 9 a.m.

comfortable with a president
who happens to be Muslim.
“From a man who
understands the value of
education what message does
that send to little Muslim
American boys and girls?”
O’Malley
compared
Ireland, the nation his family
immigrated from, to the current
relations between Israel and
Palestine.
“There was a time not long
ago that people thought...
that there would never ever
be a breakthrough between
Nationalists, Loyalists, Catholics
and Protestants,” O’Malley said.
“But America took a role.”
While it was evident that
O’Malley’s intent with his
speech was to engage the Arab
American community and gain

Jones
continued from page 1
“Jewell is a very sincere
and hardworking student,”
professor Shirley Edwards
added. “He is kind to
people and wants to do
what is right.”
Jones said he has greater
political
aspirations,
but he’s “just laying the
foundation now.”

B & C at the University Center. The event is
hosted by Criminal Justice Studies Program and
the Criminal Justice Department at Henry Ford
College.
Demetrio Nasol/MJ

their support, some felt by only
addressing Arab American issues
he left others in attendance
feeling isolated.
“I think [O’Malley] had an
opportunity to address everyone
and only addressed people who
are Arab American,” a student
Adam A. said. “He put a line
in between us. Yeah, Arab
Americans face issues that
maybe I don’t, but we also face a

“There are other ways to lead
than at the end of a drone strike”
lot of the same issues and I think
he forgot that.”
However,
students
appreciated that O’Malley did
his research on the diversity of
understood the issues facing the
different ethnic groups here.
“After watching his speech

“It’s time to get to work
and bring along some real
change in Inkster.”
He said that since many
members of Inkster’s City
Council have remained
unchanged for many years,

his election would be a bit
of a radical change.
“I think he has youth to
his advantage, and with that

I no longer am giving my vote
to Hillary Clinton,” said Fatima
Ahmed, a Dearborn resident.
“O’Malley really understands
our issues.”
After his speech, O’Malley
students and answer questions.

comes energy and ideas.
He’s a dreamer and he’s
clearly a leader,” Dr. Early
said. “Being the optimist
will win.”
“I think that the citizens
of Inkster are truly ready for
change, and this election
gives them the opportunity
to change the culture of our
city,” Jones said. “It’s time

to get to work and bring
along some real change in
Inkster.”
The Inkster elections
take place on Tuesday,
Nov. 3.
To learn more about
Jones’ campaign, you
can visit his website
jewellforinkster

A Catholic Escape on Campus

Blaine Fowler to
Speak to PRSSA
The Public Relations Student Society of
Fowler from 96.3 WDVD’s Blaine Fowler
Morning Show Tuesday, Oct. 27 at 6 p.m.
Meetings are held in Room 118 of the Union. All
students are welcome.

Civic Food
Collection

Come out and support the Gleaners and the
Student Food Pantry located in the CIVIC on
perishable items and help us stomp out hunger.
According to Feeding America, there are
more than 1.6 million food insecure individuals
in Michigan and 20.9% of residents in Wayne
County s are “food insecure.”
Gleaners also distributes to hundreds of other
food pantries across SE Michigan.
By OLEA hOKES
Staff Columnist

Peeps & Posts
UM-D Social & Tech
Useful Apps

Every student’s favorite website
is also a convenient app. When you
have an assignment due by midnight that you totally forgot about,
revel in the relief that you can type
it up and turn it in, all from your
phone!
Shelby Lubienski/MJ
By KyRA DAhRiNg
Guest Reporter

Hidden behind trees
on the north end of the
Dearborn’s campus is a
Catholic campus ministry
called the Gabriel Richard
Catholic Newman Center.
In its secluded location,

the ministry provides an
escape from school and
life to discover Christ.
“We have mass every
day, bible study on
Tuesdays, and community
dinners on Wednesday,”
One of several catholic
ministry centers found

4901 Evergreen Rd.
University Center Suite 2130
Dearborn, MI 48128

at secular universities
throughout the world, the
GRC Newman Center
in May 2013 with Father

The GRC Newman
center is a place that will
support students in both
their faith and studies.

“This is an oasis during
the hustle and bustle — in
the middle of campus —
where you can get away

Dearborn and Henry Ford
Community College can
live a Catholic life on
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more information.

Ricky Lindsay
Erick Lehman
Kaitlynn Riley
Adrian Andrade
Sascha Raiyn
Hannah Genig
Ghadeer Alardi
Amber Ainsworth
Brookelynn Ruggirello
Monica Sabella
Jenna Wos

Did You Know?
If the Mardigian Library doesn’t have a book
you need, students can request the book to
be sent to the Mardigian Library from other
participating MelCat Libraries. Just search
for the book on the library website and if the
title is unavailable and click the MelCat link.
By JuLiA WELLS
Staff Columnist
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College: A Time to Discover Yourself
By aisha nadeem
Staff Columnist

Aisha Nadeem is a staff columnist
for
The
Michigan
Journal.
Aisha’s views do not necessarily
They say the best years of your
life will be in college; that these
are the days you’ll continue to
remember for the rest of your life.
It’s the adventure of a lifetime —
quite literally sometimes. So does
anyone feel a bit worried hearing
that? As a college student, I feel that
aside from the parties, events and
hangouts, sometimes being a young
adult is the hardest thing in the world.
If you feel that way, you’re not
alone! In these years, we are told we
have all the freedom to build ourselves,
and that you can be anything you
want to be. But what if you don’t
know what that is? Throughout the
years you would say, “When I grow
up…” and continue with some crazy
but now the question is real, and so is the
answer. It’s true, we have all the freedom
to do so, but sometimes that is the scary
part as well. We change our minds about
what we want for lunch within minutes,
and they expect us to determine our entire
lives? Some people know what they want
from the beginning and work for it all their

years later when we change our majors.
Some of us fear we might never know!
have people from all sides constantly
asking us where we are in life and how
many more years or credits to go. On top
of that, there is always news about how
much competition is going around, how the

They aren’t completely wrong
you know; right now is the time
to be anything you can be. Slow
down from the busy, rushed life
and learn something new about
yourself each day. Try new things
and talk to all kinds of people;
and yes, experienced older
people do, in fact, give really
good advice. Take a little risk and
join something different, or try to
take a big one if you’re up for the
challenge. The worst thing that
can happen is that it doesn’t work
out. But that’s one more thing
off your list, and that try was
worth more than just wondering.
If you’re good at something,
even if it’s a silly little hobby
or something you don’t feel like
you might be talented enough
in, try anyway. Be creative with
it and make it your signature
work. I know how it is; I never
thought my inspirational writing
Photo courtesy of telegraph.co.uk.
would go anywhere but my daily
world is moving faster with advancements
journal. Now here I am as a staff
and technology, and which jobs pay best. writer for the Michigan Journal! You would
It’s overwhelming and sometimes you be amazed by how much encouragement,
wish you could hide under a blanket and motivation and hope is coming your way if
say, “Why did I ever wanna grow up?!” you simply try. If there’s one thing you need
It’s okay to feel that way sometimes. to know, it’s that we all have something to
It’s okay to have a hundred questions and bring to this world. Share something with
don’t let that be the thing that stops you.

here in college and the rest of your life!

My Journey Towards Journalism

By ghadeer alaradi
Opinions Editor

Ghadeer Alaradi is the Opinions Editot for the Michigan
Journal. Ghadeer’s views do not necessarily reflect those
of the Journal.
As I was growing up, I had a little notebook to write
in small snippets of my daily life. When I was 6, I wrote
about how excited I was to go to an aquarium and learn
about all the fish. I drew “the world’s fattest cat” that
I saw on TV because I was so fascinated. I like to look
back at these journal entries and laugh at how horrible my
handwriting was, and how my writing has evolved. As
I grew older, the diary turned into journal entries about
what was going on in my life, where I was moving and
the friends I would make. Writing was a way of therapy
for me to get through my childhood into my teenage years.
When I was in ninth grade, I took an English class

with Mr. Palmer. That was my favorite class I took that
year, maybe even my favorite class I took throughout
high school. That class taught me to think critically and
to read, and it opened my eyes to thinking outside of the
box. Getting into university, I wasn’t sure what I wanted
to do, but I was excited to explore my interests. My major
was undecided for a while. I looked into different degrees,
and came across journalism and screen studies. I thought
it was perfect: it combined my love for writing and camera
work into one degree, and I am so glad I chose this path.
Stepping back a couple of years, in 2011, the Arab Spring
was gaining prevalence in the Middle East. Swarms of
people went out in the streets and protested the conditions
of their country. Of the countries that the Arab Spring hit
was Bahrain, which is where my extended family live, and
where I’m originally from. My family would constantly
watch the news and keep up with the latest updates, including
me. My father was a great influence on me because he
would organize local and nation-wide protests to spread
awareness and urge the U.S. government to take action.
My father held an event in Dearborn about Bahrain,
where he invited speakers to talk about their experiences
in the country. The media was invited as well, and a news
station came to cover it and asked my dad if there was
anyone to interview people for the station. My dad told
him that he had a daughter interested in journalism (that
was me!) and I was ecstatic and extremely nervous at the
same time. I have never interviewed someone before, let
alone have a camera rolling while I was asking questions.
They put me in a chair and told me to ask attendees
general questions about the importance of the event. I was

extremely nervous, so I must have not done my best, but
it was a great learning experience and I’m glad I did it.
I also went through a phase where I hated reading
and watching news. All I heard was negativity, people
dying, shootings, stabbings, murders, etc. It made me
second-guess if I was strong enough to be able to handle
working in news my whole life. Then I thought, “I can’t
run away from reality; this is real life and I have to be
aware of what is going on in the world.” Sometimes it’s
difficult to draw the line between being a human being
and a journalist. Hearing all these horrible things can
easily get to you. Whenever I read the news, I try not to
let it affect me and it’s still a work in progress to this day.
What drove me more towards journalism was the
under representation of Muslims and Arabs in the media.
When we are always talked about, we are the ones that
can drive the conversation. If there is ignorance, bigotry,
and racism going around in the media then the best
thing to do is to become the media. This is why I urge
parents in the community to encourage their children to
step out of their comfort zones and explore other options.
Unfortunately, in our community, we see a lot of parents
encouraging their children to go into one field. Sure it’s
great to be a doctor, engineer or lawyer, but those aren’t
the only fields out there. It is vital to encourage children to
explore their interests and make a living out of them, which
is how my parents raised me. If you are complaining about
how Arabs or Muslims are portrayed in the media, then you
cannot sit there and do nothing about it. You have a voice
and you can make change. That is why I chose Journalism.

Why I Left my Minimum Wage Job
and destructive.
Of course I wasn’t expecting much out of a minimum
wage job I started when I was 16, but, in my opinion, I
was caught in a disaster. I couldn’t really judge too
harshly though, as I hadn’t experiences any other place of
employment. I guess I kind of began to believe that being
treated poorly by superiors was the norm. After beginning a
new job with managers understanding of my schedule and
the importance of school, and supportive coworkers who
aren’t on a mission to cut each other down, I really started to
consider a question: When is enough enough when it comes
to work?

By amBer ainsWOrTh
Arts and Entertainment Editor

Amber Ainsworth is the Arts and Entertainment Editor
for The Michigan Journal. Amber’s views do not necessarily
After three years at a workplace, staying until the end of
college seemed like the choice I would be making. As of a
little over a month ago, that changed. While the job I had
held since high school provided a (mostly) steady income,

job and deal with it. I had seniority there and it was a secure
job (though seniority meant nothing like it was supposed
to and my hours were a roller coaster, sometimes at zero).
It wasn’t until I would come home crying and defeated by
management that they realized I was somewhere that was
slowly destroying my sanity. There was a union, so I had
some bit of protection at work, but that didn’t stop the
verbal attacks. I wasn’t the only one there facing it, either.
Most of it was petty; walking into work was like walking
into high school again, Some of it, though, belittled me in a
way that made me dread walking into work each time I had
to go.
My tipping point and decision to leave came after
comments made after my grandma passed away. Don’t

worry, since my grandma lived in another state, grieving was
a really absurd concept and my manager thought needing
time off work was unnecessary because “there’s no body.”
My new job has opened my eyes immensely. Yes, I am
only a college student. Yes, I am just looking for part time
work to get me through school. No, I don’t deserve to be
treated poorly until I am brought to tears by the people I
work with.
Throughout my three year tenure with my previous place
of employment, I watched employees come and go at an
alarming rate. I now can see completely why the place is
unable to retain workers.
So, to my former employer: Thanks for the weekly
paycheck, but no amount of money is worth blatant
mistreatment. More importantly, thank you for showing me
what a toxic work environment is so if I ever end up in the
same situation, I know to run, not grit my teeth for years and
pray some sort of positive change suddenly comes.
Money is necessary, but there comes a point when one
has to realize that enough is enough. Don’t allow yourself
to take negative blows just for the sake of making money. I
Sitting around like I did will be the worst decision you’ll
the front door knowing you’re on to something that won’t
make you feel like trash every day.

A&E

Editor: Amber Ainsworth| umd.mj.artsandentertainment@gmail.com
michiganjournal.org | Vol. XLV, No. 7
4

MAX
Jams at Crofoot

By Miranda Karanfili
Staff Writer

Fresh off the Boyz Of
Zummer tour with Fall Out
Boy, MAX set off on his
Sounds Like Gibberish tour
to promote his new EP Ms.
Anonymous.
Two
hundred
people
crammed into The Crofoot in
Pontiac on Wednesday, Oct.
21 to see MAX.
When the house lights went
song of his set, “Puppeteer,”
began, MAX surprised the
crowd by coming through
the audience to the stage.
Everyone cheered as he began
his performance.
MAX performed songs
from his new EP, which
included “Ms. Anonymous,”
Not That Girl Anymore,”
and his popular hit single
“Gibberish,” which features
rapper Hoodie Allen. MAX

showcased
his
rapping
skills during Allen’s verse,
something that the audience
really enjoyed.
MAX is a high energy
performer and he never stops
moving. From the moment
he steps on stage, he’s
dancing, spinning around,
and engaging with his fans in
singing along with them, all
with a smile on his face.
MAX’s
energy
is
infectious; you can’t help but
dance and sing along to match
his performance. He sang
a medley of songs from his
old EP’s, including “Nothing
Without Love,” “You Don’t
Know Me,” and as a tribute
to his start on YouTube, he
pulled out his ukulele when
he performed his hit song
“Streets of Gold” from his
Say Max EP.
He did covers of Drake’s
“Hotline
Bling,”
Justin
Bieber’s “Where R U Now,”

and a cover with his opening
act Kenzie Nimmo of the Hall
& Oates classic “You Make
My Dreams Come True.”
After signing to Pete
Wentz’s label DCD2 Records
earlier this year, and touring
with Fall Out Boy this
summer, MAX has been on
the rise.
He was MTV’s Artist to
Watch this summer and was
met with a lot of success in
Detroit when his hit single
“Gibberish” was added to
the 98.7 AMP Radio station
lineup after being voted onto
air 14 weeks in a row during
their “Tweet Or Delete”
online voting.
The station uses Twitter
to encourage fans to tweet
the station with the hashtag
#987tweetordelete with their
choice of which songs they
want to play on air.

Relish
the Season
at Debuck’s
By sarah drogheo
Guest Writer

has many features for those of

Few times of the year bring
quite as much charm and
nostalgia as fall. The leaves
are changing to glorious
shades of crimson and orange,
there’s a crisp breeze in the air,
and pumpkin-spiced anything
and everything is in great
supply. It’s times like these
that make one want to enjoy
nature before winter covers
everything in a fresh glazing
of frost. Fond memories of
Halloweens gone by drive us
to take comfort in the familiar
atmosphere of a pumpkin
patch.
One of the many places
to visit this time of year is
DeBuck’s Corn Maze and
Pumpkin Patch in Belleville. It

for the corn maze. It has three
levels — easy, medium, and
hard — which are marked by
different colors of tape and all
end up intersecting as you go

Serving great tasting
burgers since 1970, Famous
Hamburger is one of the best
places to get a huge helping
of burger at a decent price.
Over the years, Famous
Hamburger has become a
staple burger joint in the
Dearborn community. With
Lebanese roots, it's no wonder
they settled in well and made
a name in Dearborn.
Famous Hamburger isn’t
that different from your
typical burger joint except
for the great quality. They
were built on the ideal of the
American Dream and that
rings true in their restaurants’
appearances as well. Each
Famous Hamburger has
large, wide red booths that
people and are comfortable
enough that you won’t want
to leave your seat. Around
the restaurants they have old
memorabilia of American
diners from past decades that
give the places a ‘50s vibe
almost.
Each location serves
delectable halal appetizers,
burgers, salads and wraps.
Burgers range from $8.49$9.99, the most expensive
being the $16.99 Wall of
Fame burger. The Wall of
Fame burger earns your
picture on the social media
wall of fame if you can

by yourself. Each burger,
including the one pounder,
comes with a side of fries
and coleslaw. However, you
can pick other options if fries
or slaw aren’t your side of
rings, or any choice of four
salads can come as a side.
You can even pick a different
bun type (croissant, pretzel
or gluten free) or add chili
or cheese to your fries if you
want to upgrade your meal.
For the full menu, check
out famoushamburger.com/
menu.
My option of choice
whenever I go is the chicken
habanero burger, which is a
juicy grilled chicken burger
with habanero pepper jack
cheese, lettuce, tomato,
pickles, garlic sauce, hot
sauce and sliced jalapeños
— a must have for chicken
burger lovers that want to try
a spicier option.
Whatever kind of burger
you like, Famous Hamburger
is a restaurant where you
have to eat. It’s something
you won’t regret! Like their
motto says: “No Fuss, No
Muss, Leave the Cooking to
Us!!!” The closest restaurant
campus at 22207 Michigan
Ave. in Dearborn. The other
locations are 5808 Schaefer
Rd. in Dearborn and and
4171 S. Canton Center Rd. in
Canton.

want it to be varies depending
on the paths you take given
by the map you receive before
you begin. Clues are given
throughout the maze that
coincide with clues on the
map. Consequently, it would
get lost. If you are looking for
more of a challenge, it may
At the same time, I would
still recommend it for an
enjoyable and low-key outing.
Additionally, if you are

looking for some pumpkins to
decorate for Halloween, there
is a fantastic selection in the
pumpkin patch.
There are so many sites
to choose from to celebrate
Halloween
—
haunted
parties — to name just a few.
Still, few destinations are as
wistful and bewitching as
a pumpkin patch and corn
maze. If you are looking for
more of a gripping adventure,
you may want to skip out on
this one. On the other hand,
if you are looking to spend a
laid-back day with family or
friends and relish in the time
of fall, I’d encourage you to
visit DeBuck’s Corn Maze
and Pumpkin Patch.

Photo courtesy of debuckscornmaze.com

Get Some
Quick
and
Delicious

Famous
Flavor

By ayesha sheiKh
Staff Writer

October 27, 2015

By aMBer ainsworth
A&E Editor

Get Some Burritos in Ann
Arbor had such fast service
the night I visited that by
the time I walked to my seat,
I was headed back to the
counter to pick up my order.
I was drawn to Get Some
Burritos after a Michigan
football game, searching
for a place where the wait
would be short and the prices
reasonable. The restaurant
provides fast food, but it
doesn’t feel like fast food.
For less than $7, I was
able to get a huge burrito,
By “goodness,” I mean
corn,
onion,
peppers,
guacamole, pico de gallo and
lettuce — lots of it. I ordered
the veggie burrito. I was
surprised by the amount of

Photos courtesy of famoushamburger.com

corn tasted so good that I
was happy to have so many
kernels. The corn used on
Get Some’s veggie burritos
is marinated and makes up
completely for a lack of
meat. The burrito was spicy
and plentiful, with hints of

jalapeno throughout. The
heat wasn’t overpowering,
but it had a pleasant kick.
The downside to the
restaurant is the size of the
building; when people from
the football game started
pouring in, things got
cramped pretty quickly.
Get Some Burritos also
gets involved with the city
by hosting contests that
place
during
Michigan
football
games.
Their
Facebook page (facebook.
com/GSBAnnArbor) details
three ways to enter a contest
where the prize is $10,000.
Their Facebook also features
a word of day that guests can
use to score free food. Who
doesn’t love free Mexican
food? Plus, Get Some is open
late: until 11 p.m. during
weekdays, 3 a.m. on Friday
and Saturday, and 8 p.m. on
Sundays.
Get Some Burritos also
quesadillas, fries and chips
and salsa or guacamole.
Get Some Burritos is
located 707 Packard in Ann
Arbor.
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All Aboard!
By jenna wos
Copy Editor

Choo... choo...
Choo... choo...
CHOO CHOO!!!
The
sound
of
an
accelerating train blowing its
deep whistle grows louder
with each chug. It seems as
though it will burst into the
room at any moment — and
at the Colosseum at Caesars
in Windsor last Friday, it did.
The locomotive noise
is familiar to fans of rock
band Train, as it signals the
beginning of their concerts,

and the only thing that
surpasses its volume is the
roar of the audience itself.
times prior (Mom is a huge
fan, and in turn, so am I), I am
accustomed to their simple
stage presence — but simple
doesn’t mean plain. The band
has been putting on shows for
as long as I’ve been around
— 22 years — and every time
I’ve seen them, they don’t
disappoint. Though they’ve
cranked out three albums
in the past six years, their

repertoire remains relatively
the same, but I don’t mind
because their classics can’t be
beat.
Their setlist included
tracks off their latest album,
Bulletproof Picasso, a few
of my favorites — “Get to
Me,” “Meet Virginia,” and
“50 Ways to Die,” — the
more recognizable “Hey,
Soul Sister,” and “Calling
All Angels,” and of course,
they closed their encore with
“Drops of Jupiter.” Frontman
Pat Monahan referred to

Photos by Amber Ainsworth/MU

Check out more photos of State
Champs and The Wonder Years
at michiganjournal.org

their last show in the Detroit
area at DTE Energy Music
Theatre, saying it was too big
of a venue to sing without
a
microphone.
Caesars,
however, was not, enabling
him to sing “When I Look to
the Sky” — a song special to
Mom and me — with just a
piano backing him.
Monahan — dressed in
his usual skinny jeans and
sneakers — entertains with
more than just his pipes.
During “If It’s Love,” he
took audience members’ cell
them; during “Save Me, San
Francisco,” when the crowd
is supposed to sing back the
lyrics “Oh, Hell no!,” he
poked fun at the Canadian

5

Jenna Wos/MU

audience members, asking
who was from America and
saying “We’re a lot angrier
there. We can teach you that
part;” during “Marry Me,”
a couple got engaged and
he invited them on stage to
dance; and he threw Train
t-shirts into the audience,

Bringing
the
concert
to you

including one signed by the
band.
With a bit of vodka
and cranberry and Mom
singing next to me, my
latest experience aboard the
Train was just as exciting as
meaningful.
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Writing Program Hosts Panel Discussion
to Celebrate National Day on Writing

viral in 2014.

By BROOKELYNN
RUGGIRELLO
Student Life Editor

In celebration of the National Day on Writing, the
Writing Program, Women’s
and Gender Studies Program, and Honors Program
hosted “Writing in the 21st
Century,” a panel discussion featuring UM-Dearborn
alumnus Sam Dylan Finch,
and panel respondents Julie
Altesleben and Justin Coates.
the discussion, Finch graduated from UMD with a degree in anthropology and
women’s and gender studies. An activist and freelance
writer, he gained worldwide
recognition when his blog,
Let’s Queer Things Up! went

From left to right: Panelists Julie Altesleben, Justin Coates, and Sam Dylan Finch.

timism regarding the myriad
of opportunities for contemporary writers.
“I’m optimistic because
we are in a historical moment
is increasingly diverse, as
young writers, queer writers,
writers of color have more
access to these platforms
than they ever have before,”
Finch said.
about the profound effect
that he believes the Internet
ing.
“The Internet — for better,
and sometimes for worse —
has in a sense, democratized
writing. Anyone can publish

their writing, anyone can go
viral, anyone can leverage
social media to build their
career in writing, and with
online writing leading the
charge, millennials are now
the driving force behind contemporary writing,” Finch
said.
Because of this democratization, voices that were
previously marginalized can
now be heard, Finch said.
“My optimism for this
century of writing, and really this last decade in particular, comes from the fact
that I can go online right
or video created by an indigenous woman, a transgender
man of color, or a recovering
addict and mother of three.

While there are certainly still
barriers in writing, there is
more potential than ever for
diverse voices and dynamic
storytelling to happen as we
reclaim what it means to be
a writer and who gets to call
themselves a writer.”

noted that he suffered 32 rejections before he was successful in getting his story
published.

Coates, a psychology major at UMD. A gothic horror
writer, he has used his career
to cope with the trauma that
resulted from serving in the
military during two deployments to Afghanistan.
Coates recently had his
short story, “Breach” published by Flame Tree Publishing, a UK-based independent publisher. Emphasizing
the importance of writers
remaining persistent, Coates

you hear the same thing from
somebody 32 times in a row
— it can be disheartening,”
Coates said. “But, that one
time you hear somebody say
lations. We’re gonna print it
and send it to you’ — that’s
absolutely worth it.”
The third panelist, Julie
Altesleben, graduated from
UMD with a bachelor of arts
in communications and has
had a career in print journal-

to you from a larger magazine and says ‘no, this isn’t

Julianne Saad/MJ

ism for ten
years.
Noting the fact that anyone can publish content online, Altesleben implored aspiring writers to continue to
treat the profession as a craft.
“The number one lesson
I have learned is: no matter what you’re doing — if
you’re writing online, if
you’re writing for print —
it starts with being real and
writing well,” Altesleben
said. “You have to write well.
Just because you can throw
something up on the Internet
right away doesn’t mean it
shouldn’t be good. You need
to learn the craft. You need to
learn how to craft a sentence
you want.”

Looking for a student organization to join?
Why not The Michigan Journal?
We are looking for writers and photographers. No experience required!
Email us at themichiganj@gmail.com for more information.

Bernstein Speaks on Behalf of Disability Awareness
By BROOKELYNN
RUGGIRELLO
Student Life Editor

On Thursday, Oct. 22 the
Ann Arbor campus welcomed
Michigan Supreme Court
Justice Richard Bernstein to
Awareness

Month.

Blind

about the challenges of
disabled people overcoming
stereotypes and stigma.
The event was streamed to
the Dearborn campus via
teleconference.
Bernstein stated that
having a disability instills
a greater sense of empathy
within people.
“It [stigma] affects how
we see ourselves,” Bernstein
said. “It affects how we
relate to other people. And
what I can tell you is that
people who have experience
with stereotypes — those

of stigmatization — I would
venture are quite often the
people who have the life
experience that comes with
them that gives them a better
understanding,
a
better
appreciation of the world that
we live in and the impact that
people can ultimately have.”
Being stigmatized their
whole lives causes disabled
persons to have an “enhanced
life experience,” Bernstein
said.
“They are often the people
who don’t have the easy life,
who face a challenge, and

at us as people who are
suffering. It’s that struggle
us great. It’s that struggle
that struggle that allows for
to be done.”
Bernstein also said that
having to endure stereotypes
forces disabled persons to
develop a sense of resiliency.
“We’re gonna embrace
the challenge. We’re gonna
rise to the occasion. If you
wanna stigmatize us, then go
ahead — try to stigmatize us.

those are the people who
understand their mission.
Those are the people who
understand their purpose.
Those are the people who
understand why they are
created and what they are
sent here today.”
on life breeds greatness.

is that when we are in your

Photo courtesy courts.mi.gov

at people with disabilities is:

schools, when we around, we
have this sense of resilience.”
Despite the tendency
of people to perceive
disabled people based on
their physical limitations,
Bernstein highlighted the

strength of the human soul.
“It’s not the body that
matters,” Bernstein said.
“It’s the soul that gives us
our identity. It is the soul
that gives us our power. It
is the soul that gives us our
strength. So if you want
to stereotype us and if you
want to use stigma, those
stereotypes and those stigmas
can only go to the body. But
they can never penetrate
the soul. Because our souls

connection because we have
of the body but it is the souls
that allow for us to gather
our purpose, to understand
our mission, and to have
a tremendous connection
with our fellow brothers and
sisters.”
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Clean Slate for Women’s Basketball

7

Cross Country Competes
in Great Lakes Challenge
By GaBBy Joseph
Staff Writer

Sophomore Liv Hauser will be one of the team leaders this season
By hannah GeniG
A new set of athletes equates
Sports Editor
along with specific strengths and

The University of Michigan-Dearborn women’s
basketball team will feature lots of new faces this season
as they prepare to improve on their (5-25 3-19 WHAC)
record of last season.
Head coach Dymetrius Ware expects the team to simply
get better each and every time they step on the court.
“We just want them to get better, learn and make
adjustments from game to game to improve. More than
anything, I want them to grow and become more basketball
savvy,” Ware said.
With a team of five sophomores and seven freshmen,
these athletes will have plenty of opportunity to grow and
improve throughout their season.
According to coach Ware, the only downside of having
this team dynamic is that they do not have the usual older,
more experienced upperclassmen to connect the dots for
the younger players. This will require some of the returning
players to take on important leadership roles.
“Megan Swick will likely be our starting point guard.
She’s been a leader all year and has really adapted to
the new players well. Ashley Sandelin is another person
that I’m expecting big things from and I think she will
eventually get there. Olivia Hauser is definitely a top
leader that we have on this team. She’s a very inspirational
athlete who is constantly improving on her own individual
skill,” Ware said.

Ricky Lindsay/MJ

to a new set of talents,
weaknesses. One crucial
part to any sport is team chemistry — how the athletes
work together both on and off the court.
“I think our team has an advantage because since we
are all younger, our team chemistry is a lot stronger and
we relate to each other a lot more. I can already see a
big difference in the team communication this year than I
experienced last year, and that is a key to having a strong
team,” sophomore guard Ashley Sandelin said. “We might
not have as much experience being a young team, but we
are ready to take on the challenge and excited to start this
new season!”
Despite the difficult season the team faced last year, the
wolverines are eager and optimistic about this upcoming
year and the competition they expect to face.
“This season as a team I hope for us to accomplish
more wins than losses. We are a very dedicated team and
put a lot of time into what we do and our goals,” said
sophomore guard Megan Swick. “One of our cheers or
motivation chants is, ‘We will play smart. We will play
hard. We are Wolverines.’ Wherever we go and whoever
we play we will always play with our hearts and our love
for the game.”
The women’s basketball team is hard at work to prepare
for their first game on Nov. 6, against Roosevelt University.

The
University
of
Michigan -Dearborn’s men
and women’s cross country
teams traveled to Aquinas
College on Saturday Oct.
24 to take part in the
Great Lakes Challenge
Invitational. The meet
included 25 men’s teams
and 26 women’s teams.
The men placed 17th out
of 25 after competing in an
8k while the women’s finish
position was incomplete
after competing in a 5k.
Top
performers
for
the men were sophomore
Alex
Krasuski,
senior
Sam Parks, and junior
Ryan Pickell. The three
all finished their overall
place in the top 100. The
team certainly works hard
at practice and treats each
one like it’s a meet. “Our
race preparation really
comes down to all of the
hard work put in during
practices throughout the
entire season,” Pickell
said. “We put all of our
effort into each workout
and it pays off by the end
of the season.
The team’s score in
time was 2:26:39.08 and
their average time was
21:33.05. “Our strong
finishes allowed each of us
to out sprint other runners,
resulting in a close victory

over Madonna,” Pickell
said.
Top performers for the
women were sophomore
Emily
Eccleton
and
senior Megan McDonald.
Eccleton’s finish time was
22:45.86 while McDonald
finished the race in
22:50.76.
The women finished
incomplete but they’re
heads are high and they’re
looking forward. “Going
into
the
conference
meet which is our most
important race of the year,
we all need to be mentally
focused,” McDonald said.
“If we as an entire team
go into this race mentally
ready, I’m really excited
to see how much we can
accomplish.”
The team looks to each
other for motivation and
they feed off the motivation
from one another. “We use
each other as motivation to
do better for ourselves and
for our team,”McDonald
said. “Cross country is an
individual sport, but it’s
also a team sport and we
like to focus on the team
aspect.”
The men and women
both compete next in
Grand Rapids for the
WHAC Championship on
Nov. 7 for their last meet
of the year.
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On Saturdays, We Wear Pink

Hannah Genig/MJ
The women’s soccer team defested Wayne State at their Breast Cancer Awareness Game

By HANNAH GENIG
Sports Editor

Saturday was a great day for soccer and
an even better day to wear pink. The University of Michigan-Dearborn women’s
soccer team defeated Wayne State University in a nail-biting win at their Breast Cancer Awareness game.
In their last game of season play, the
wolverines put up a strong force against the
tough and aggressive warriors and came
out with an impressive 4-3 victory. Despite
their recent loss to Wayne State back in
September, the wolverines approached the
game ready to dominate with a home field
advantage and some bright pink shirts.
These athletes have been working incredibly hard to improve their game, stay
conditioned and do whatever it takes to
win games. According to head coach Ed
Quirk, the team practices three times per
week, which includes the training of individual skills and tactics of each player at
that particular practice.
“We’ve always had a couple starters. But
since we try to make the playing time as
fair as possible, the substitutes have closed
the gap. So now, when we have an injury or
we’re missing a player, I feel that everyone
is capable of being part of the eleven players on the field.” Quirk said.
Even though this is a club sport, which
includes voluntary attendance and participation, every member of the team plays an
integral part in the overall success.
“We have a good amount of new players and the older ones really opened up and
started to trust all of us both on and off the
field. I think the trust has really grown and
that has definitely helped us play,” said
Monica Sabella
The dedication and trust that exudes
from this group becomes apparent on the
field when they dominate a team as strong
as Wayne State.
Most notably, Nicole Losek brought
an unrivaled strength to the game when
she scored a goal late in the first half that
evened out the playing field, as well as an
incredible penalty shot and (adjective) ball
handling by Brooke Hunter.
This team runs like a well-oiled machine. Much of which can be attributed to
the group’s undeniable chemistry.
“Our chemistry as a team has definitely
improved tremendously as this season progressed. We started the season with a lot
of new faces and a lot of new skill but as
the season went on, we were able to figure
out how to smoothly play as a team,” said

Sarah Kosowski. “I'm very excited for how
far our team has come and how much the
team has grown throughout the last couple
years.”
With endurance and confidence at an extreme high with a great ending to the regular season, the team now prepares for their
tournament in November.
In order to keep priorities in check and
maintain high academic standards, coach
Quirk has decided to put a strong emphasis on classroom success to supplement
the field success. “The girls will get one
week off to rest and focus on academics,
especially with midterms coming up. Then
the week before the tournament, we’ll have
three solid training sessions. Oakland University will definitely be our biggest competition.”
The tournament will be held on November 7th at Washtenaw Community College.
“The tournament should be very competitive, but if we play at our best, I'm confident that we will come out of it with a
positive outcome. Win or lose though, it's
going to be a great day of soccer.” Said Kosowski.

Coach Quirk talks strategy on the sidelines

Dalianth Gomezllanos prepares for her outside kick against Wayne State University
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