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Fairlane Shooting Triggers 
Increased Security Awareness

Hannah Genig/MJ
The University Center Information Desk closed its gate after shots were fired at Fairlane Town Center on Nov. 9.

increased security
continued on page 3

Vice Chancellor 
Search Continues

With Open Forums
The University of 

Michigan-Dearborn has 
been looking for a new Vice 
Chancellor of Enrollment 
Management and Student Life 
since Vice Chancellor Stanley 
Henderson’s retirement last 
year. 

In April, Craig Aimar of 
Saginaw Valley University 
and Kevin Kucera from 
Eastern Michigan University 
interviewed for the position, 
but Chancellor Daniel Little 
said he wanted to keep 
looking. 

“Over the summer I 
instructed the search firm 

to continue to search for 
additional candidates to 
fill this important campus 
position,” Little said.

In the last month, 
three candidates — Cam 
Cruchshank, Paul McGuiness 
and Nicole Rovig — 
participated in open forum 
interviews on campus with 
faculty, staff and students. 
Each forum was an hour 
long and allowed attendees 
to voice any questions, 
comments or concerns they 
had to the candidates. 

Cam Cruickshank, whose 
most recent position was Vice 

By Julianne saad
Staff Reporter

The University of Michigan-Dearborn 
received a scare last Monday when the 
university alert system issued an active shooter 
alert incident at Fairlane Mall.

A Detroit man was charged with armed 
robbery, felony firearm and carrying a 
concealed weapon after he stole designer 
sunglasses from a mall goer and fired shots 
inside the mall. No one was hurt in the 
shooting.

UM-Dearborn police chief Kevin Williams 
talked about how the incident affected the 

university community.
“It affected it significantly because we 

received notice of a shooting in the mall and it 
is in the same parking lot as The Union, where 
the students live and where our faculty work,” 
he said. “There was no indication of them 
being in custody and because we didn’t know 
where they were it caused us to be concerned.”

Though the incident did not end in a direct 
security risk for the university, it raised some 
questions about the policies and security 
measures that are in place.

Williams laid out some of these changes in 
policy and precautions for student safety.

“We have increased our visibility on 
campus due to the recent campus incidents,” 
Williams said. “We want to be visible to the 
students and be accessible for students if they 
need it.”

Along with the increased visibility of 
officers on campus, UM-Dearborn’s police 
department has been training for situations 
that could be a threat to students and faculty.

“Active shooter training is something 
all of our staff is going through, so security 
and faculty knows what to do if there was an 
active shooter,” Williams said.“We are having 
all of our staff being trained in emergency 

managing. We teamed with the Dearborn 
City Police Department and have discussed 
exercises to prevent these tragedies.”

Training for an active shooter isn’t the only 
thing UM-Dearborn has done to best serve the 
safety of students and staff.

It has begun to upgrade its ability to 
communicate fluidly between the university 
and first responders, including police, EMS 
or other emergency responders. Williams calls 
this “interoperability.”

“We are changing our radio practices. We 

Vice Chancellor
continued on page 2

Paul McGuiness

Cam Cruickshank

Between the days of Nov. 9-14, the 
University of Michigan-Dearborn’s 
fraternities and sororities teamed together with 
the Student Philanthropy Council and Student 
Government to present National Philanthropy 
Week.

By definition, philanthropy translated from 
the Greek language means “love of humanity.” 
With this mantra, all of the UM-Dearborn 
fraternities and sororities held events in 
order to celebrate the community, as well as 
recognize the philanthropic organizations that 
they are partnered with either nationally or 
locally, or organizations they are interested in 
helping. 

Each chapter of Greek Life has pillars 
that its members strive to achieve, such as 
academic excellence, leadership, brotherhood 
and sisterhood, social excellence and 

philanthropy. UM-Dearborn also has an 
added a “unique” pillar to the campus, which 
celebrates the diversity not only found on the 
campus, but found within the community as 
well. 

UM-Dearborn’s Greek Life uses 
Philanthropy Week to support the philanthropic 
pillar, but the good they do for the community 
is nowhere near limited to just this one week.

Kristin McDonough, the OSE’s Coordinator 
for Greek Life, spoke about what purpose 
these events are intended to serve, and how 
Philanthropy Week is an important way for 
the Greek organizations to reach out to other 
students on campus.

“Our different fraternities and sororities host 
different events in order to benefit different 
individuals, or different organizations. These 

Philanthrophy Week
continued on page 6

Greek Life Celebrates 
Philanthrophy Week
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Kierra Sheard
Comes to UM-D 

African and African American Studies, the 
Department of Literature, Philosophy and  the 
Arts and the Music History Program will host  
grammy award-winning gospel artist Kierra 
Sheard for a conversation and “a bit of music.”

  Students, faculty and staff are invited to 
join the discussion Nov 24 at 6 p.m. in CASL 
1072.

Study Abroad 
Info Sessions
The Office of International Affairs will be 

holding study abroad information sessions 
starting in November. 

Students can learn about study abroad 
programs from 4-5 p.m. on Nov 18 in Room 
118 in the Union, from 1-2 p.m. on Dec. 3 and 
from 4-5 p.m. on Dec. 9 in Room 116 in the 
Union. 

New CEHHS Courses
The Health and Human Services Department 

has four new courses for Winter 2016. 
HHS 490B – Doomsday Detroit – Disaster 
and Emergency Management
HPS438 – Obesity & Lifecourse
SWK200 – Introduction to Social Work
HHS480 – Health issues in Arab American 
and in the Arab World.

UM-D 
News & Notes

A round-up of news from around campus, 
around the university system, around 
Dearborn and Metropolitan Detroit.

By OLEA hOkES
Staff Columnist

“What do we want? 15! When 
do we want it? Now!” 

“Education is a right, fight fight 
fight fight” were the rallying cries 
of students across the country on 
Thursday, Nov 12. 

Members of the Social Justice 
League and other students from 
UM-Dearborn joined over 100 
campuses nationwide in the 
Million Student March. 

Students in the march had three 
demands: a $15 minimum wage 
for all campus employees, tuition 
free college, and student debt 
forgiveness.

The march began behind the 
University Center, continued to the 
administrative building, through 
the UC, and into the College of 
Arts Sciences and Letters. 

Protesters chanted and held 

signs. Students on Yikyak, 
Snapchat, and other social media 
platforms took notice. The hashtag 
#MillionStudentMarch was 
trending.

This comes shortly after Obama 
and democratic presidential 
candidates Former Secretary of 
State Hillary Clinton and Senator 
Bernie Sanders spoke about plans 
for making college affordable, and 
one day after New York governor 
Andrew Cuomo pledged to raise 
the minimum wage for all state 
workers to $15 by 2021.

In Michigan, the minimum 
wage currently stands at $8.15 per 
hour for adults. 

If a person works forty hours 
per week, fifty weeks per year, 
that amounts to $16,300 in gross 
income. 

According to MIT’s living 
wage calculator, the living wage 

for a single adult living in Wayne 
County is $10.04 an hour, or 
$20,080 per year. 

“Don’t tell me that increasing 
minimum wage is impossible,” 
said Fiana Arbab, president of the 
Social Justice Leage. “Productivity 
in the United States has never been 
higher, and yet, the purchasing 
power for the average worker has 
never been lower. That simply 
doesn’t make any sense.”

People are often told if they 
want to earn a better wage, they 
need to get a better job. To do that 
said Teia McGahey, they’re told 
they need to get an education. 

“When an education puts most 
in thousands of dollars in debt, 
just “getting an education” is 
largely daunting and unrealistic 
for many,” McGahey said. “Going 
straight to work is seen as a more 
viable option, but these jobs often 
pay low-wages and do little to 
increase the standard of living.” 

According to the Federal 
reserve, Americans owe $1.3 
trillion in student loans (or about 
$4,086 per American) which are 
not eligible for bankruptcy.

Several countries in Europe 
offer their residents tuition-
free college education. In many 
countries, a college education is 
free or relatively cheap even for 
students from outside the EU. 

Noel Hornbacher, the director 
of Financial Services for the 
UM-Dearborn said not charging 
tuition would create a shortfall the 

university just could not bridge.
“Roughly 80 percent of the 

revenues of the university derive 
from student tuition,” Hornbacher 
wrote in a statement to the Journal. 
“A scenario where current financial 
aid sources remained intact, a 
zero-tuition university would have 
a shortfall of about 60 percent of 
current revenue, or $80.5 million 
per year.”

The administration did not offer 
its response to the call to increase 
the minimum wage at the time this 
issue went to press.

“We did these same things when 
I was your age,” an elderly woman 
told the protesters. “It seems 
difficult, but it is achievable.” 

Democratic candidate for state 
representative, Navy veteran, and 
UM-Dearborn difference maker 
Brian Stone also spoke. 

He said, the protests can draw 
attention, but making it happen 
requires legislative action. That is 
where he wants to help.

“It’s good that we’re fighting 
for these issues,” Stone said. “I 
believe you can achieve the $15 
per hour wage just through actions 
like this, but when it comes to 
making college tuition free and 
eliminating student loan debt, 
that takes effort in Lansing and 
Washington. I’m proud to stand 
here with you today, and with your 
help, I hope to represent you on 
this issue in Lansing.”

Shelby Lubienski/MJ

There will be a few new faces on Inkster’s city council, including a 
candidate with a tie to the University of Michigan-Dearborn. 

On Nov. 3, Inkster residents elected current UM–Dearborn student 
Jewell Jones to the District 4 council seat. 

Jones, 20, defeated opponent William Miller. He received 65 percent 
of the vote, compared to Miller’s 35 percent for the four-year seat, and 
takes over the seat held by Michael Canty for eight years. 

“I’m just excited about my race and everyone else who got elected,” 
Jones said. “I feel like we are going to do some great things that are 
different from what used to be going on.”

Jones, a lifelong Inkster resident, ran on the platform of reinvigorating 
the city council in the hopes of improving the city’s infrastructure, 
police department and economic standing. 

Inkster also elected a new mayor, Byron Nolen, and three new 
councilpersons in addition to Jones. 

Jones watched and waited with family, friends and other Inkster 
candidates as votes were counted on Tuesday evening at St. Clement’s 
Episcopal Church. The Inkster race results were officially announced 
around 10:30 p.m.

Jones, a junior dual majoring in political science and finance at UM-
Dearborn, said he has always been involved in politics but this is his 
first political campaign. He plans to graduate in Spring 2017 and is 

also involved with the Army ROTC program. He hopes to attend law 
school.

Jones is a political newcomer, but was feeling more confident in the 
polls the past few weeks. 

“The way that everything was going, it seemed that it was going to 
work out this way,” Jones said. “Just to be in the moment and to find 
out that it happened the way everyone was saying it would, I’m over-
excited and I’m ready to go to work.”

The new council will officially be inaugurated in January 2016.

Jones Wins Inkster

Vice Chancellor
continued from page 1

By DANiELLE SugAi
Staff Reporter

Staff Reporters/Writers/Columnists

Students: Raise Pay, Nix Tuition

By MuhAMMAD ALi MOjARADi
Staff Reporter

By juLiA WELLS
Staff Columnist

Peeps & Posts
UM-D Social & Tech

Between job postings and street closures, 
@cityofdearborn is a great

resource for UM-D students to follow. 
Even if you don’t live in Dearborn, you 

can still keep up on the latest news & events 
around

town, some of which may affect the 
school.

@cityofdearborn

Photos courtesy of iamkierrasheard.com

Muhammad Ali Majaradi/MJ

President for Enrollment Management and Online Education at 
the University of Toledo, was the second candidate to participate 
in the forum. He stepped down from his position at Toledo in 
September, according to the Toledo Blade and Independent 
Collegian, the university’s student newspaper.

Cruickshank has a background in student affairs, according 
to his resume, and served as head football coach at a NCAA 
Division-II school. 

“Cam Cruickshank has a very diverse background in enrollment 
management and student life,” Pischea said. “He was the head 
football coach of Tiffin University, he has privately consulted in 
enrollment management and most recently he served as the VP for 
Enrollment Management and Online Education at The University 
of Toledo.

“In the student forum, he was really excited to learn about 
challenges facing UM-Dearborn Students.” 

The third candidate was Paul McGuiness, current Vice 
Chancellor of Enrollment Management and Student Affairs at 

Purdue University North Central. 
In his resume, McGuiness said he had a strong background in 

dealing with issues commuter schools tend to face. He also has a 
variety of experience working with student organizations. 

Pischea said one of McGuinness’s strengths is that he comes 
from a campus similar to UM-Dearborn.

 “Purdue University North Central is a Big Ten satellite campus, 
with a primarily commuter population. His role and school is 
similar enough so that he understands the challenges we may face 
at UM-Dearborn,” Pischea said. “He has a lot of experience with 
working with student organizations and I like that.”

Rovig, the University Registrar for Michigan State University, 
was the first candidate to participate in the open forums, but she 
“withdrew from the process” for “personal reasons,” according 
to Ken Kettenbeil, UM-Dearborn Vice Chancellor for External 
Relations.

Attendees of the interview sessions were sent an email survey 
to get their feedback on the candidates.

Editor-in-Chief Ricky Lindsay contributed to this report.
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Tavneet Athwal actually made it a 
habit to leave her phone behind. 

“My dad has a tracker on my 
phone,” said Athwal, a health policy 
major. “I don’t like being tracked and 
sometimes I’m not exactly where I 
say that I’m at. So, I would leave my 
phone here and actually go wherever 
I want to be.” 

‘Here’ was the student 
organization office on the second 
floor of the University Center. 

Two weeks ago, Athwal plugged 
her phone into the charging station 
there. She went to study. She went 
to class. She went to hang out with 
friends. 

When she teased a friend that 
she would text a boy on her friend’s 
behalf, she went back for her phone. 
But it was gone. 

Of the 39 crimes reported on the 
University of Michigan-Dearborn 
campus last year 36 were thefts. 
Most of the time, said Police Chief 
Kevin Williams, items are stolen 
because they are left unattended in 
the campus’ most populated areas. 
And most of the time those items are 
not recovered.

That day, Athwal saw someone in 
the student organization office she 
thought looked suspicious. Athwal 
said when she asked about the phone, 
the person acted suspicious, too.

“You can tell a lot about a person 
— the way they’re sitting, they 
way they’re talking and their eye 
movements,” Athwal said. “You can 
sometimes tell if somebody’s being 
honest.”

“It’s like how when people lie 
they give extra details that they don’t 
have to,” said Athwal’s friend, senior 
software engineering major Franz 
Knight (not his legal name).

Knight tried to follow the person 
as he left the student organization 

office, but lost track of him as he left 
the building. 

The Find My iPhone app didn’t 
work because the phone had been 
turned off.

So, Knight hatched a plan to get 
Athwal’s phone back and catch the 
culprit.

When he saw a young man 
‘walking back and forth’ and ‘staring’ 
at phones charging on a station on 
the lower level of the UC last week, 
he plugged his own iPhone into the 
charging station. He had activated an 
app that wouldn’t allow the phone to 
be turned off without a passcode. 

“I said: ‘Hey, alright guys, I’ll 
see you later. I’m going home,’ and 
I made sure he could hear it,” Knight 
said. “Then I left and when I came 
back and checked the phone, it was 
gone and so was he.”

But, Knight had forgotten to 
enable the airplane mode in the app 
and wasn’t able to track his phone, 
either. 

He called public safety, filed a 
report and checked other places 
where he knew things were often 
stolen, like the Fieldhouse and the 
library.

In the library, he ran into a student 
he thought knew — the man he was 
looking for. That student confirmed 
the person Knight described was his 
14-year-old brother.

Knight said the student was 
surprised and embarrassed. He and 
Knight confronted the younger 
brother at the Union. He returned 
the phone — Knight said without the 
sim card. Campus Safety was called 
and a report filed.

Director of Campus Safety and 
Police Chief Kevin Williams said like 
most crimes on the UM-Dearborn 
campus, this one was committed by 
a non-student.

“If that person comes back to 
campus, they are subject to arrest 

and will be arrested,” Williams said. 
Williams also said there is no 

evidence suggesting this person 
was involved in any other thefts on 
campus.

This is an important point for the 
older brother, who is a UM-Dearborn 
student. He said he feels that his 
brother is suddenly suspected of 
having stolen everything that has 
disappeared on campus in recent 
history, and that’s not fair.

He’s also concerned about the 
racial tones some of the inquiries 
have taken.

Athwal said she’s more interested 
in getting her phone back than 
pressing charges against whoever 
took it. But Knight plans to press 
charges with the City of Dearborn.

“If at such a young age he’s 
getting away with stealing so much, 
then the mindset is going to be like 
‘I’ve been doing this for so long’ and 
it might just escalate, and it’s going 
to be worse for him and the effect it’s 
going to have on his family is just 

going to get worse,” Knight said.
He said he thinks the teen will be 

able to clear any criminal activity 
from his record before he comes of 
age.

“I know his future is not going to 
be ruined. It’s more like ensuring the 
safety of his future if he’s getting in 
trouble now,” said Knight.

Student Government president 
Bradley Pischea said he had his 
phone stolen from a charger a year 
ago. He was more interested in 
getting it back than seeing anyone get 
in trouble, but he said it’s important 
to report it either way.

“I think a lot of people will have 
their phones taken and just be like 
‘Oh darn, what can be done about 
it?’ But even if public safety isn’t 
able to recover phones… it at least 
establishes a trend and shows to 
them that there’s a pattern of things 
that are going on,” Pischea said. 
“Then the university is more apt to 
take a look at it and take some steps 
to alleviate some of those problems.”

“I think the takeaway is that we 
need to be smarter,” Chief Williams 
added. “It is never a good practice to 
leave valuables unattended.”

Williams said a system like one 
used at Ohio State might work well 
on the UM-Dearborn campus. That 
system provides lock boxes that 
can be opened using a passcode 
or thumbprint. The department is 
researching the cost of implementing 
something similar.

Knight says he would like to 
see cameras strategically placed 
throughout the campus.

“I figured they would have 
cameras by now, but until they install 
cameras you’ll have to take matters 
into your own hands,” Knight said. 
“I’m going to get the next person 
who’s a thief on campus until they 
decide they’re going to install 
cameras.”

Chief Williams warned that he 
does encourage ‘sting operations.’

Phones Grabbed, a 
Nabber Nabbed 

Photo courtesy of Victor Jimenez 

By sascha raiyn
News Editor

November is transgender awareness month 
and the Office for Student Engagement (OSE) 
is hosting multiple events with the hope of 
showing to students and faculty that transgender 
people do exist.

“A lot of college campuses believe 
transgenders are similar to a unicorn,” said 
Cailynn Smith, the coordinator for LGBTQ 
and Inclusion Initiative at the OSE. “They 
don’t believe they exist, or they do at a low 
frequency.” 

At the beginning of the month, OSE had 
events that showed how trans icons in the media 
have affected the transgender movement.

Smith said the media plays a crucial role in 
how the society views transgender people. 

“There’s not one vignette or narrative 
of what a trans person is like,” said Smith. 
“Everyone lives multi-layer lives, so really this 
is trying to show people that for the transgender 
community there’s a lot of different struggles 
and issues at play.”

There was also an event that discussed 
transgendered issues within the military and a 
transgender workshop. 

“We’re talking about the military, we’re 
talking about the media, we’re showing the 

healthcare aspect, as well.”
“I tried to touch on a variety of things so 

then it shows trans people obviously live multi-
layered lives like everyone else and that there’s 
more to them than just being trans,” Smith said. 

There are four awareness events left for this 
month.

On Tuesday, Nov. 17 from 1-3 p.m. in 1225 
UC, the movie Two Spirits will be shown. The 
movie is about the murder of Fred Martinez, an 
American Indian transgender teenager.

On Thursday, Nov. 19 from 7-9:30 p.m. the 
Transgender Day of Remembrance will be held 
in Kochoff Hall B. 

During this event students will honor the 
transgender people that died during the year of 
2015. This list states the person’s name, age, 
hometown, and how they were killed. Smith 
said this is a very emotional event, but helps 
bring awareness that people are murdered for 
showing their true selves. 

Two transgender history book discussions 
will be held Nov. 18 at 6 p.m. in the UC room 
1227, and the second on Nov. 24 at 2 p.m. in the 
UC room 1225.. Students, faculty and staff can 
stop by the InCLUDE — room 2122 in the UC 
— to get a free copy of the book Transgender 
History by Susan Stryker. 

By kyra dahring
Staff Reporter

Month of Transgender Awareness

will be able to talk to first 
responders in case of an 
emergency. Interoperability 
allows us to talk to anyone 
who shows up,” Williams 
said.“We are also using 
an incident command 
system that came out of 
9/11. There is a structure 
that is adopted so there is 
an incident commander if 
anything happens so people 
know their roles.”

UM-Dearborn is also 
taking measures by adding 
security features to its 
buildings.

The university has 
several buildings where 
a secured electronic lock 
system allows rooms to be 
locked and only entered 
with a swipe card.

They have also replaced 
the lights on the Blue Light 

Emergency phones placed 
around the campus to make 
them more visible in case 
of emergency.

Chief Williams also urges 
students to stay informed 
with the emergency alert 
system. There are several 
ways students can access 
the information when an 
incident occurs.

“I would encourage 
students to sign up for 
emergency alerts. They can 
receive them by text and 
email. Soon we will be able 
to put an emergency screen 
on the campus computers 
to alert students.”

He gave suggestions as 
well for some precautions 
students can take to 
maintain their own safety 
in an emergency situation.

“There are several things 
that I ask students to do. 
If you see something, 

say something. There are 
thousands of students, 
faculty and staff and they 
are a great asset to the 
community with all their 
eyes and ears,” he said. “We 
also encourage for people 
to walk in pairs in well-lit 
pathways and be aware of 
their surroundings.”

Students can also 
find information on the 
university website. It 
lays out what to do about 
everything from an active 
shooter to a campus fire. 
It offers instructions and 
tips for safety in case of an 
emergency.

You can find more 
about the emergency 
management systems at  
http://umdearborn.edu/em_
beprepared/.

increased security
continued from page 1Student Scoops Up 

Business Success
By Maria kanso

Staff Reporter

Every week, 300 homes in Wayne, 
Macomb and Oakland counties get special 
care for their pets. 

A company founded by a young 
entrepreneur, Doggie Scoops has been 
serving dog owners for more than 12 years. 
It provides pet waste removal, dog walking 
and companionship and pet food delivery.

Timothy Myers, the founder of Doggie 
Scoops, has dreamt of having his own 
business ever since he was a child. 

“I kind of have that in my blood,” said 
Myers, who is currently a business student 
at UM-Dearborn. 

Myers first started working when he was 
in third grade, where he would do simple 
tasks such as cleaning gutters, window 
washing and even snow removal.

“My dad was like ‘school first, work 
second.’ He made sure I went to school, did 
my homework and then afterwards I’d go to 
work,” Myers said.

After doing paper routes during 
elementary school, Myers gave his parents 
the idea of opening a small business. 

Impressed by a story of a man who did pet 
waste removal in Canada, Myers’ parents 
decided a pet service company would be the 
most convenient for their pet-loving son.

An advertisement for  Doggie Scoops 
jumpstarted the pet service company and 
gave them more clients. Three years later, 
Myers’ parents had to give up their jobs in 
order to take care of the flourishing business.

“I could never work for anyone, neither 
could my dad,” Myers said. “We just can’t 
stand people talking down to us.”

Myers has been working with his 
parents on Doggie Scoops ever since it 
was established. Despite his diagnosis with 
ADHD and his long hours of working with 

clients, Myers has always gone above and 
beyond.

“Tim has always been ambitious to a 
fault,” Kelli Gofton, Myers’ fiancee said. 
“When you talk to him about the future, he 
usually has a plan. 

“He’s been through much in his life and 
I know his ADHD and learning disabilities 
sometimes will get the best of him, but 
unlike many who would use it as a crutch, 
I have yet to see it slow him down,” Gofton 
said.

Throughout his school years, Myers 
worked with his dad on Doggie Scoops and 
still managed to get good grades. 

As a college student, Myers utilizes what 
he is learning in his classes in order to 
expand the business. Marketing classes have 
helped him improve the website marketing 
of Doggie Scoops and promote the company 
both online and on TV.

“Tim is always thinking of new ideas on 
how to improve our workflow and make 
the route more efficient,” said Zach Turnip, 
Myers’ best friend and co-worker. “I don’t 
think there’s a second in the day that he 
doesn’t think about Doggie Scoops.” 

Through Doggie Scoops, Tim has been 
able to raise money for the Tricia Myers 
Foundation, which is founded in memory 
of his sister. The Tricia Myers Foundation 
grants scholarships for graduates who have 
learning disabilities.

Doggie Scoops also sponsors Challenge 
Day at Grosse Pointe North every year and 
is part of the Full Circle Foundation, which 
provides jobs to those with special needs 
and gives them the opportunity to help 
others through community service.

“It gave me a focus,” Myers said about 
running a business. “Other kids were out 
partying and I’m working.”
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The Method in the Madness: 
Thoughts on the Recent Tragedy in Paris

 Yousuf Ali  is a Guest Columnist  for The Michigan Journal. 
Yousuf’s views do not necessarily reflect those of The Journal.

Three suicide bombings, two shootings, one hostage crisis, 
at least 190 dead all within an hour. Within hours of this 
carnage, everyone’s suspicions were confirmed: the so-called 
Islamic State claimed responsibility. In light of such tragedies, 
there remains one simple, yet difficult, question: Why?

How could anyone possibly benefit from the murder of 
over 200 civilians, including the attacks in Iraq in Lebanon? 
The unsettling answer is that ISIL has everything to gain. 
They have been the targets of a relentless bombing campaign 
by Western Powers and now Russia, not to mention the 
fact that they have set themselves against practically every 
armed faction in Iraq and Syria. Given such conditions, 
it comes as no surprise that they chose to attack Paris. 

Not only does France have Western Europe’s largest Muslim 
population, but the condition of that community makes it 
vulnerable to ISIL’s rhetoric. Amongst Muslim-minority 
communities, the French-Muslim community is particularly 
stigmatized and marginalized. To give one small example, 
the highest estimates put Muslims at around 10 percent of 
the population, yet they constitute over 70 percent of the 
prison population. That is not even to mention official state 
policies restricting their religious freedom and the employment 
discrimination they face. All these factors created a perfect 
recipe for anti-Muslim backlash after the Charlie Hebdo 
attacks earlier this year. In turn, the divide between the Muslim 
community and the broader society deepened. Tragically, 
this dynamic plays right into the hands of fanatical groups.

One of the central points in the rhetoric of ISIL is that 
Muslims cannot truly be Muslims while living in western 
lands. Thus, it is in their interest to do everything they can 
do to ensure that Muslims living in the west are viewed 
with antipathy by their society and discriminated against. 
This makes it easier for ISIL to deceive some members of 
the Muslim community into thinking that their only hope is 
in following them. As it relates to France, ISIL is very much 
aware of the condition of the French-Muslim community. In 
fact, around 1,000 of their fighters are from France. As such, 
they expect their violence to provoke further resentment 
towards the Muslim community and prove their point that 
there is no future for Muslims in that country. All that said, 
there are things countries can do to break this vicious cycle.

The way that countries react to these extremist acts is 
crucial in determining whether or not groups like ISIL achieve 
their objectives. It is easy for governments to speak about the 
need for security and pass legislation that promises security 
in exchange through spying on “at-risk communities” (i.e. 
Muslims); however, if there is one thing we learned from this 
latest tragedy it is this: that does not work. Rather, a new way 
of engaging the Muslim community is needed. In order for 
such an approach to come about, Muslims have to be seen, not 
as the source of the problem, but as the source of the solution. 
As counterintuitive as this might seem, it is solidly grounded 
in reality. For one, Muslims have just as much incentive as 

anyone else to stop the extremist threats. In fact, the attacks on 
Muslims in Paris were accompanied by almost simultaneous 
attacks in Beirut and Baghdad. To start this process, political 
leaders need to make it clear to the Muslim community that 
they are not the enemy. The recently elected Prime Minister of 
Canada summed it up best when he told the Muslim community 
that, “continued mutual co-operation and respect will help 
prevent the influence of distorted ideological propaganda 
posing as religion” after last year’s attack on Parliament Hill. 
If this becomes the standard approach of countries towards 
Muslims, then the ensuing damage to ISIL will be far greater 
than anything that bombing campaigns have achieved.

By YOUSUF ALI
Guest Columnist

From my Heart, Peace to Beirut
Julia Kassem  is a Staff Columnist  for The Michigan Journal. 

Julia’s views do not necessarily reflect those of The Journal.
The deadliest of a corollary of five bombings have occurred in 

the past two years, half a mile from Beirut’s prominent Dahyeh 
suburb. It should go without mentioning that 43 civilians in a 
residential neighborhood were killed in this attack. Rather, the 
rhetoric around these casualties gave an otherwise militaristic 
context to the attack on Bourj el Barajneh, callously dismissing 
the gravity of the killings as a target on a “Hezbollah stronghold.”

Moreover, the selectivity in choosing to pray reflects the 
very issues and problems that have surrounded this crisis from 
its inception to its sustenance. Western leaders from Hollande 
to Obama have vowed to work together to defend values of 
“Liberté, égalité, fraternité,” while any mentions of solidarity 
or any expressions of condolences to the 43+ residents killed 
the day prior—(and lesser still on the freshly-breaking report 
on 147 Kenyan casualties at a University) are non-existent. 

Perhaps there is a sense of cultural, political and historical 
solidarity that evokes more of a visceral reaction when it is 

European lives that are being lost to terror. Or maybe we are too 
used to the “inherent violence” of the Middle East, dismissing 
those instances of violence and terror as permanent fixtures 
of a region too predictably volatile to be worthy of attention. 

Ultimately, the proliferation of violence and terror 
that is so ubiquitous today can trace its origins to the 
sectarianism and  imposition of nationalist colonialist 
identity — a legacy of Sykes-Picot. To today, we see 
its effects over the years sustained by the corrosive 
containment the fault lines that are the Arab world’s borders. 

While the relative absurdity of terror at a rock concert may 
capture our attention, it is unfortunate when media coverage 
capitalizes upon its game of which lives matter more during any 
kind of tragedy. Nonetheless, in an age where terror attacks begin 
to distance themselves further from nationality and become more 
indiscriminate — and absurd — in their choice of targets, we 
must, in turn, be indiscriminate in coming to a consensus over 
combatting the factors of poverty, colonialism and politics that have 
catalyzed the spread of such violence. In more ways than one, it is 
a common enemy that has taken the lives of those in all countries.   

By JULIA KASSEM
Staff Columnist

Student Voice
What is one thing you like about UM-Dearborn and one thing you want to change?

“I like the small 
classrooms. I think 

parking spots should 
be more available to 
students and less for 

visitors.”
- Alia Ferdaous

- Royce Garmo

- Brendan Ferraccilo

- Dalia Salloum

“I like the 3rd and 
4th floor of the library 
and how it provides a 

quiet space for studying. 
Parking is an issue here 
on campus and it can get 
irritating to have to park 
far and walk to class.”

“I like the general 
friendly atmosphere. 
There needs to be a 
stronger enforcement of 
the no smoking policy.”

“I like that it’s easy 
to go around and the 
friendly people. I don’t 
like that my major 
department, economics, 
needs to be bigger (more 
professors), and we need 
a more inclusive student 
life.”

Photo courtesy of blogs.reuters.com. 

Photo courtesy of Bayan Jaber.
Drawing written in Arabic translates to, “From 
my heart, peace to Beirut.”
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Good Burger is a bare 
bones, fast food burger joint 
in Dearborn and Garden City 
that you’ll love. If you’re in 
a rush and looking to grab a 
quick bite to eat near campus, 
Good Burger is the place for 
you.

Initially I thought this 
place was based off the 
Kenan and Kel movie Good 
Burger from the ‘90s, but 
sadly, it’s not. It is good on its 
own, so it doesn't really need 
to piggyback off the long-
gone success of some ‘90s 
thing. It wouldn’t hurt for 
business, though, to pull on 
the heartstrings of ‘90s kids 
by saying the famous good 
burger greeting:

“Welcome to Good Burger, 
home of the Good Burger. 
Can I take your order?”

So while I wasn’t greeted as 

such at the Good Burger, the 
service was delightfully quick 
and the servers were friendly 
enough. They cut through the 
small talk to take orders, so if 
you’re one that likes to have 
small talk with your servers, 
you won’t 
find that 
here.

T h e 
restaurant 
i t s e l f 
s e e m e d 
bare, for 
my liking 
at least. 
The place 
is themed like a ‘50s diner, 
except minimal. There are 
sparkly red booths for parties 
of four, and plenty of tables 
as well. The most entertaining 
decor is at the counter with 
signs that say, “No Whining,” 
or ones that threaten to give 
smaller portions if you heckle 

the chef. However, other 
than this, there isn’t much 
else there and it makes the 
place seem kind of hollow. 
That was how it seemed for 
me when I visited a couple 
of hours before closing on a 

weekday, at 
least.

G o o d 
Burger, like 
the name 
s u g g e s t s , 
m a i n l y 
s e r v e s 
burgers and 
some tasty 
side treats 

as well. They have classic 
options like cheeseburgers, 
but they also have fish, 
chicken and a black bean 
burger as other options. 
The prices are pretty good 
— everything on the menu 
is under $10. The piece-de-
resistance of the menu is the 

build-a-burger portion. If you 
haven’t guessed by now, if a 
place has a build-your-own 
anything, my reviews heavily 
favor those. It’s all about 
eating what you want, exactly 
how you want.

The build-a-burger menu 
has different selections for 
burgers, buns and toppings, 
but there’s also an “xtra” 
toppings option, including 
cheese, cheese sticks, onion 
rings, bacon and coleslaw.

Good Burger is a great 
place to hit up between classes 
when you’re really hungry. 
It’s about eight minutes from 
campus, located at 14311 
Michigan Ave. in Dearborn. 
Their other location, which 
has been open longer, is at 
849 Inkster Rd. in Garden 
City.

Hey there cutie come have a seat,
Play my game and you’ll be in for a treat!
I have lots to offer and it doesn’t cost much,
But we’ll talk more about prices and such.
Darling don’t be afraid, your money is safe with me!
Winning my game is quite easy you’ll see.

Just grab my hand and hold it tight,
Give it a tug and I’ll do what’s right.
Lights, bells, and whistles sing of earnings galore,
And now that you’re in my grasp you’ll just want more.
For just a bit more coin your money could double,
Sweetie your eyes, they’re green, now you’re in trouble!

Don’t stop now; you’re about to win.
Forget your wife and children, have another glass of gin.
Wait, your money is gone?  Honey that’s too bad,
But we had fun right? There’s no need to be sad.
I’ll see you again right, same time next week?
We value your business here at The Lucky Streak!

Welcome to Good Burger

Luck Be 
a Lady 

Tonight
“I’ve died more than 

once in my life. Some 
can spin plates on sticks, 
some can go around Pebble 
Beach at even par, but few 
have as many stamps in 
their afterlife passport as 
me. It’s  a gift, I suppose, 
though not one I’d wish on 
anyone.” 

 These are the words of 
Danny Orchard, the main 
character in The Damned, 
by Andrew Pyper. The 
Damned is a thrilling 
novel that takes the reader 
through Danny’s journey 
from death to life – and 
back again, and again. 

Danny is a dynamic 
character who begins as 

quite the weak individual 
and transforms into a strong 
and actualized protagonist. 
The antagonist is his twin 
sister, Ashleigh (most 
commonly referred to 
as Ash), who will not 
let her brother go – 
even after her death. 

The Damned 
has a unique and 
captivating plot line 
that features Detroit 
as one of its main 
settings – making it 
appealing to local 
readers. 

One critique is that 
the novel’s genre is listed 
as horror, but it actually 
plays out more as a thriller. 
However, this does not 
prove to be a negative 

component because it is 
extremely well-written 
and still includes many 
elements of horror. 

Many lines in the 
book flow as naturally 
and freely as a stream of 
consciousness, making the 

reader beg for more. 
Anyone who is 

looking for a gripping 
and electrifying story, 

p a r t i c u l a r l y 
those who enjoy 
e n t e r t a i n m e n t 
pertaining to metro 
Detroit, will surely 
find something they 
like about the book. 

If you’ve been 
searching for a new 
read lately, give 
The Damned a try 
and watch Danny as 
he ventures through 
the mysterious 

landscape of the afterlife. 

The Damned Journeys 
Life and Death 

Photos by Ayesha Sheikh/MJ

By ayesha sheikh
Staff Writer

By matthew lemmer
Guest Writer

By sarah Drogheo
Staff Writer

Big Sean first started 
topping charts in 2011, but 
this year has proved that he 
is a hard-hitting player in 
the Detroit music scene with 
c o n c r e t i n g 
his place 
among some 
of the city’s 
most talented 
rappers. His 
work both in 
the studio, 
onstage and in 
the community 
have propelled 
him to a 
position of 
power and 
influence on Detroit.

On Nov. 6,  Sean (born 
Sean Anderson) held his 
homecoming show at Joe 
Louis Arena, selling out 
the venue and bringing a 
stellar group of Detroit talent 
onstage. Dej Loaf, Royce da 
5'9", Danny Brown, Trick 
Trick, and even Eminem 
joined him, making headlines 
with a live performance 
of last year’s “Detroit Vs. 
Everybody.”

A series of photos posted 
to Sean’s Instagram account 

enthusiastically showed just 
how much the show meant 
to him, with one of him and 
Eminem captioned, “You 
can imagine how it must feel 
growing up in the D, and 
making it this far!” He also 

noted that it is a start of a 
new chapter in his life. And it 
certainly is.

The show was followed 
up with an announcement 
that Sean will be performing 
during halftime of the Detroit 
Lions’ Thanksgiving game, 
another prideful Detroit notch 
in the rapper’s belt.

Sean is no stranger to the 
charts and his 2015 Dark Sky 
Paradise is no exception, as it 
topped the Billboard 200, Top 
R&B/Hip-Hop Albums, and 
Rap Albums after its March 

release. It sold over double 
the copies his 2013 Hall of 
Fame sold, with singles off the 
album topping multiple charts 
before the full album became 
available. The numbers speak 
volumes combined with a 
show that was absolutely huge 
for the rapper’s career that has 
been growing since releasing 
his first mixtape in 2007.

Beyond the music, the city 
of the Detroit gains so much 
more than entertainment from 
the award-winning rapper — 
since 2012, Sean has been 
giving back immensely to the 
youth of the city where he 
was raised. In fact, he donated 
all of the proceeds from 
his show in Detroit to The 
Sean Anderson Foundation, 
which aims to “assist in the 
education, health, safety and 
well-being of Detroit Area 
school aged youth as well 
disadvantaged youth in other 
areas across the nation.”

His philanthropic efforts 
have also earned him awards 
as he pushes to improve 
the life of children living 
in Detroit. He has donated 
money to help a Detroiter 
pay for college, has worked 
towards social change through 

his participation in various 
events, and even opened a 
recording studio in his former 
high school, Cass Tech.

It seems Sean is always 
busy with something that will 
make a difference — whether 
it’s donating food to families, 
helping kids attend events that 
are both fun and educational, 
or providing school supplies 
to students in need, he has 
been a powerful champion for 
change.

“One Man Can Change 
the World,” a single off Dark 
Sky Paradise, even plays 
into Sean’s foundation, as he 
encourages the importance 
of random acts of kindness. 
Inspired by his grandmother, 
sharing posts showing these 
random acts with the hashtag 
“#ittakesone,” not only allows 
the community to take action 
and get involved, but also 
potentially win prizes such as 
concert tickets.

As he continues to grow as 
an artist and gain publicity, his 
work to be a positive change is 
constantly growing. Though 
he is making huge strides as a 
musician, what Big Sean does 
off the records and outside of 
the studio may be one of the 
most important things he ever 
does with his career; a passion 
for music and a passion for 
improving lives is a driving 
force in both his musical 
endeavors and his life.

“Detroit and the entire 
country have shown 
me much love and I 
passionately want to 

return that love.”
-Big Sean

By amBer ainsworth
A&E Editor

One Man Can Change the World

Photo courtesy of goodreads.com

Amber Ainsworth/MJ
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Orphan Relief Hosts Annual Art Expo

By GHADEER ALARADI
Opinions Editor

Photos courtesy Demetrio Nasol

Orphan Relief, a non-profit 
organization, hosted its sec-
ond annual Art Expo in Ko-
choff Halls A and B on Friday, 
Nov. 13. The expo included 
submissions from community 
members ranging from paint-
ings, drawings, photography 
and poems. The theme of the 
event was vulnerability.

Students and community 
members who attended pur-
chased tickets to enter that 
went towards Orphan Relief’s 
next project to improve the 
lives of orphans. The artwork 
was displayed throughout 
the room while live classical 
performances were playing. 
Attendees had the chance to 
vote for their favorite artwork 
and purchase artwork, with 
the proceeds going towards 
Orphan Relief. 

Zienab Fahs, a member of 
Orphan Relief, spoke first and 
introduced the organization 
as a non-profit organization 
that puts their greatest effort 

in bettering the lives of or-
phans across the globe. She 
began the poetry session by 
speaking about her own ex-
periences of losing her father 
and brother. The first piece 
was a personal memoir from 
her senior year in high school, 
discussing her vulnerable side 
dealing with the passing of 
her brother and father. 

They passed away when 
she was young, but she wrote 
about it in high school be-
cause she developed a greater 
sense of understanding. She 
explained the story of how 
her father had a heart attack 
while mowing the lawn and 
died instantly. She described 
her feelings as she heard the 
news: panic, confusion, dis-
belief. She then described the 
story of how she found out 
her brother passed away. Her 
mother told her, while she 
was in utter disbelief again. 

The second poem was her 
displaying her anger at the 
world throughout the end of 
her depression, which accord-

ing to her, is when she real-
ized that there’s no reason to 
stay upset for long. 

“What’s the purpose of life 
if every day feels like per-
formed Hell?,” she asked in 
the first line of the poem. “I 
came to the realization that 
darkness was the safest place 
to be in because it not only 
meant I could delete everyone 
else from my display, but that 
everyone else would be able 
to delete the sight of me,” 
Fahs said.

The next poet was Has-
san Ghamlouch, an 18-year-
old student at Fordson High 
School. His first poem, called 
Resurrection, spoke about his 
father’s death in an explosion 
in Lebanon in 2013. 

“It’s called resurrection be-
cause my father had a lot of 
struggles and he didn’t have 
the platform to speak about 
them. It reflects the relation-
ship we had and through the 
construction of the poem, 
I resurrect his struggles,” 
Ghamlouch said. 

“My heart was a deep 
trench in which darkness re-
sided in,” he said. “Death cuts 
deep, but light is found even 
in the deepest of caves,” he 
said. He described that his 
father’s death triggered the 
emotion in him saying, “He’s 
the bleeding ink in my heart.” 

The second poem was 
about his mother because it 
showed the importance of his 
mother in his life and that if 
he didn’t have his mother, the 
path to his success is no lon-
ger there. 

“Love has always been 
the best shelter, and her arms 
were my safe haven,” he said. 
“Her wrinkles tell stories that 
her heart cannot,” he said.  
“Her smile creates light de-
spite all the darkness of this 
world.”

The third one was titled 
“Tears of Palestinian Chil-
dren.” He described the poem 
saying, “It hits home because 
we are wheelchair revolution-
ists; we sit from over here and 
write about what’s going on. 

Power. Ammunition. Greed,” 
he said. “Palestine is a coun-
try that has more gravestones 
than homes.”

The next poet was Manal 
Makki, a 19-year-old student 
at the University of Michi-
gan-Dearborn. 

“The element of vulner-
ability in this poem comes 
from the situation in which I 
wrote this poem,” said Mak-
ki. She said that it came to her 
attention that she could write 
a poem for the event the day 
before. According to her, it 
typically takes weeks to write 
and edit a poem, but this one 
was unfiltered and raw. Her 
poem was titled, “At the Edge 
of the World.”

 “I sat at the edge of the 
world and watched as frag-
ments of humanity were shat-
tered away,” she said. “The 
world wounded and brim-
ming with pain, scar upon 
scar dripping blood amidst its 
terrain,” she recited. 

Fahs went up next to de-
scribe why they chose the 

theme of vulnerability.
“One thing that binds us 

all as humans, whether we are 
American, Lebanese, African, 
an orphan, is that we’re all 
vulnerable at some point. We 
are all suffering to reach that 
beautiful point in our lives 
where we can overcome that 
and share that with others,” 
she said. Fahs explained that 
the orphans they are trying to 
help are not far away; they’re 
just like us. 

“Everyone has vulner-
abilities and we think they’re 
weaknesses, but they bring us 
together,” said Fatima Ghan-
dour, an attendee.

“Events like these are im-
portant because the communi-
ty recognizes young people’s 
talents and it’s important to 
recognize different forms of 
expression,” attendee Malak 
Nasser said. “Artwork is one 
of the best ways to express 
these emotions, and the theme 
of vulnerability is something 
that humanity shares and ex-
periences together.”

The expo included submissions from community members ranging from paintings, drawings, photography and poems. The theme of the event was vulnerability.

On Nov. 10, the Office for 
Student Engagement (OSE) 
hosted an event in the Univer-
sity Center to celebrate Trans-
gender Awareness Month. 
Students, faculty and staff 
were invited to discuss how 
transgender icons within the 
media have affected the trans-
gender community. Celebri-
ties included in discussion 
were Caitlyn Jenner, Laverne 
Cox and Ruby Rose, among 
others.

Cailynn Smith, the OSE’s 
Coordinator for LGBTQ+ 
and Inclusion Initiatives, 

kicked off the event by pre-
senting a slideshow, which 
provided definitions for dif-
ferent gender and sexual 
identities. Transgender is an 
umbrella term used to refer to 
people whose gender identi-
ties differ from the sex they 
were assigned at birth.

The next portion of slides 
identified different celebri-
ties considered trans icons, 
presenting the audience with 
information such as what 
gender they identify with (if 
any at all), and how their tran-
sition and/or coming out has 
affected the transgender com-

munity and/or contributed to 
the movement.

Despite their large impact 
on how the media portrays 
and represents the transgen-
der community, Smith said 
it is important to understand 
that celebrities who do iden-
tify as transgender are not 
the only representation of the 
large and diverse community. 

“I wanted to show that 
there’s more than one nar-
rative when it comes to the 
media,” Smith said. “With the 
emergence of Laverne Cox 
and Caitlyn Jenner and Janet 
Mock, I think it’s really awe-

some that we have the visibil-
ity of really strong and pow-
erful trans women, but it’s 
also important for the media 
to show that there’s more than 
just those one or two people 
who represent the trans com-
munity.”

A common misconception 
surrounding the transgender 
community is the assump-
tion that gender identity and 
sexual identity are one in the 
same.

“It [gender identity] is just 
one aspect of the LGBTQ+ 
community, but it is one that 
we are starting to see a lot 

more awareness created about 
in mainstream media,” Smith 
said. “It’s such a different 
identity group, rather than the 
sexual identity group, that you 
kind of have to take a moment 
to talk about what’s under the 
‘transgender umbrella’ all on 
its own, as it is a larger part 
of the LGBTQ+ community.”

The event itself was aimed 
towards educating students, 
faculty, and staff about the 
transgender community, and 
how people can be transgen-
der and live a normal life, with 
the help of raising awareness 
and promoting acceptance. 

“Trans people are more 
than just trans people; they’re 
writers, singers, artists,” 
Smith said. “They have dif-
ferent types of lifestyles and 
different types of ideologies 
and different stances in poli-
tics, and that’s just like what 
it’s like with other people, the 
only difference might be that 
they’re transgender. People 
are more than just their gen-
der identity.”

For more information 
about UMD’s LGBTQ+ and 
Inclusion Initiatives, contact 
Cailynn Smith at smithcai@
umich.edu.

By JULIANNE SAAD
Staff Writer

Transgender Icons Prompt Discussion 
About LGBTQ+ Experiences

Julianne Saad/MJ
Academic success is one of the pillars of Greek philanthropy, so Phi Sigma Sigma’s event, Notes of Encouragement, held on Nov. 12 on the 

University Center stage, was geared towards encouraging elementary school children to strive for high academic standards. 

events vary on the different aspects of phi-
lanthropy they intend to celebrate, whether it be 
raising awareness, raising money, or providing 
hands on service. We also encourage anyone 
else on campus to do something good for the 
week,” McDonough said. 

This is Greek Life’s third year putting on 
events for National Philanthropy week. When 
McDonough entered her position as the Coordi-
nator for Greek Life three years ago, she urged 
the presidents of the fraternities and sororities to 
brainstorm events that could represent Philan-
thropy Week.

Now, each year to prepare for Philanthropy 
Week, starting in the summer, McDonough and 
the Greek Life presidents meet to discuss events 
that would be beneficial to not only the students 
and the community, but the fraternities’ and so-
rorities’ partner organizations as well. 

This year’s events included Phi Mu and Tau 
Kappa Epsilon’s flag football with the kids, Phi 
Sigma Sigma’s Notes of Encouragement, as well 
as many others. 

Academic success is one of the pillars of 
Greek philanthropy, so Phi Sigma Sigma’s 
event, Notes of Encouragement, held on Nov. 
12 on the University Center stage, was geared 
towards encouraging elementary school children 

to strive for high academic standards. Students, 
faculty and staff walking through the UC were 
invited to create these notes of encouragement.

“We are signing notes of encouragement to 
send to elementary school children to encour-
age them to stay in school and eventually go to 
college. Children will receive these cards and 
hopefully they will motivate them to further 
their education as far as they can go,” Phi Sigma 
Sigma’s Erica Bacharan said.

On Nov. 14 between 11 a.m. and 5 p.m., Phi 
Mu sorority and Tau Kappa Epsilon fraternity 
held their flag football with the kids event be-
hind the Fieldhouse. Children from around the 
community were invited to play football with the 
sorority and fraternity members. The event was 
aimed to promote a fun and active event for the 
kids, and raise money to benefit the Children’s 
Miracle Network Hospitals and St. Jude’s Chil-
dren’s Hospital. Phi Mu and TKE chose flag 
football in order to engage everyone on campus 
in a philanthropic event. 

Tomás Mauricio, TKE’s president, comment-
ed on the importance of the flag football for kids 
event, and why this week is important specifi-
cally to TKE. 

“It’s all about giving back, Mauricio said. 
“We think life, and our main goal should be 
about giving back to the community. It’s about 
those small little things that you can do to bright-
en other people’s lives. This event here today 

brightens our participants’ lives, and it brightens 
our lives knowing that we can give back to the 
community, and that everyone is enjoying them-
selves.”

For McDonough, Philanthropy Week serves 
as a reminder of how service-driven the mem-
bers of UM-Dearborn’s Greek Life truly are.

“I’m privileged to work with students that do 
so much around the community, and are actually 

very humble, and do not go out of their way to 
get recognition for the amazing things they do,” 
McDonough said. “Our Greek members genu-
inely want to make the world a better place. We 
want to be leaders on the campus, and leaders 
in the community, and one of the things we use 
Philanthropy Week for is to show how dedicated 
we are to making this happen, and show that we 
are so dedicated to helping others.”
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Women’s Basketball Falters in 
Tough O’Rena Atmosphere

Editor: Hannah Genig| umd.mj.sports@gmail.com

It was loud, and it was 
something the Wolverines 
have never seen before.

Oakland University 
packed the O’Rena Fri-
day morning with 1,700 
local elementary school 
students for its women’s 
basketball team's season 
home opener.

The students, who were 
celebrating education 
day, screamed, chanted 
and danced throughout 
the game as they cheered 
for the Golden Grizzlies, 
causing problems for the 
Wolverines, whom had 
never played in an envi-
ronment quite like this.

Oakland flexed its 
NCAA Division-I muscles 
early and often in a 123-38 
victory over the Universi-
ty of Michigan-Dearborn 
women’s basketball team. 
It was the most points 
Oakland's women’s bas-
ketball had ever scored in 
program history, beating 
out the previous record of 
112 points.

UM-Dearborn was led 
by sophomores Marisa 
Sauve and Megan Swick, 
whom each had nine 
points. Sauve also led the 
team with seven rebounds.

Oakland senior Olivia 
Nash scored her 1,000th 
career point with a basket 

early in the first quarter. 
The Wolverines strug-

gled to rebound against 
the Golden Grizzlies as 
there was a clear height 
advantage, but head coach 
Dymetrius Ware prepared 
for it by having his girls 
put in maximum effort to 
grab the boards.

“We think rebounding 
is just effort, how hard 
you go,” Ware said. “We’ll 
double down in the post to 
get situations they don’t 
get mishandled.”

But the clear height dis-
advantage between the two 
teams was not what rat-
tled or caused his team to 
struggle; it was the atmo-
sphere in which his team 
was not used to playing.

“The biggest adjust for 
the girls today was the 
noise, and blocking out the 
noise,” Ware said. “It defi-
nitely had an effect, es-
pecially when the offense 
was on the other side of 
the bench.”

The players shared the 
same sentiment.

“It was kind of cool un-
til (the kids) started boo-
ing us,” freshman Kendall 
Rose said. “It was really 
loud, louder than any 
place I played before. The 
atmosphere on the floor, it 
was crazy.”

Another hurdle the Wol-
verines had to face was the 
use of a shot clock. They 

committed five shot clock 
violations in the game.

“They couldn’t do two 
things at once, blocking 
out the noise and watching 
the shot clock,” Ware said. 
“With these young ladies 
our playbook is small right 
now; these young ladies 
don’t quite have a grasp of 
that yet.”

However, despite the 
tough loss, the Wolverines 
gained experience for a 
young team consisting of 
all freshman and sopho-
mores. Playing in a venue 
like the O'Rena, and an 
atmosphere like this, will 
lead to learning experienc-
es to take on from game to 
game.

“Super fun game, 
whether it was a win or 
loss, it was a fun game,” 
Hauser said. “Competition 
wise, if we can learn stuff 
and take it back, we’ll be 
pretty solid.”

“A lot of us had pre-
game jitters before… a lot 
of missed layups. We’ll be 
able to calm it down later,” 
Rose added. “They’re a lot 
bigger and stronger, we re-
alize we need to be in the 
weight room lifting.”

UM-Dearborn will 
play at Alma College 
Sunday before return-
ing home Monday to face 
Marygrove.

Tyler Groat's October is one hockey players would be jealous of.
The University of Michigan-Dearborn freshman forward scored an incredible 17 points 

and four hat tricks in six games last month, earning ACHA Player of the Month honors.
"I don't look at it as one individual having success, I look at it as our team having 

success," Haltinner said on the Michigan Journal Sports Podcast. "It's great that (Groat) 
did that. I'm happy for him and we're happy as an organization that he did get Player of 
the Month from the ACHA. But that comes with your team behind it, because you're only 
as good as your team."

Entering last weekend's games, Groat's 18 goals were tied for the ACHA lead.

Tyler Groat: ACHA Player of 
the Month

By RICKy LINdsAy
Editor-in-Chief

@RLindz35

Erick Lehman/MJ
Tyler Groat is tied in the ACHA with 18 goals this season.

Ricky Lindsay/MJ
Sophomore Liv Hauser drives to the hoop against Oakland University. 
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Things were quite different for Kendall 
Rose's third collegiate game.

It was loud, almost deafening at times, with 
1700 elementary school kids screaming at the 
top of their lungs. The lights were brighter than 
usual, beaming onto the court like a runway.

But most importantly, it was a learning 
experience, one that came against NCAA 
Division-I Oakland University on the O'rena's 
new blacktop court.

"It's a really cool experience," Rose said. 
"They're a great team. It was just fun to get 
out here and play. We're obviously learning 
from it, but it's great to get out here in general, 
getting to play with such great players and 
helping us improve."

The University of Michigan-Dearborn 
women's basketball team traveled to Rochester 
Hills Friday morning to face the Golden 
Grizzlies in their season opener. It was a 
learning experience for the young Wolverines, 
whose 13-man roster has 12 first and second 
year players, including two rookies in the 
starting lineup. 

But the lesson didn't come easy.
Oakland walloped UM-Dearborn 123-38, 

shattering the program's single-game points 
mark by 11.

UM-Dearborn head coach Dymetrius Ware 
wasn't worried about all that.

"We know when we bring them in here, 
we want them to compete," Ware said. "I'm 
not looking at the score, I'm not looking (at) 
what (the other team is) doing, I'm looking at 
our deficiencies, what we need to get better 
at and making the environment somewhere 
where they know if they can compete in this 
environment, then when we go other places 
where it's not as loud or it's not as rowdy, (we 
can compete)."

For Ware, who is in his third season with the 
women's basketball program, it's a building 
process. And a game at Oakland was part of 
that plan.

"It's like starting all over, building a house… 
in my third year here, I think that's the thing 
that we're trying to do, lay foundation for 
four or five years ahead," Ware said. "In life, 
anything with experiences make you better, so 
we're definitely believing that playing these 

types of games makes us better. And then the 
environment too makes us better… Doesn't 
matter what environment, we're going to play 
hard, and that's what I'm trying to get them to 
understand."

Rose will remember the O'rena's blacktop 
court and its bright lights. She'll also remember 
the screaming children, some who cheered and 
chanted for "Michigan," and the majority who 
let their opposition rain down from the stands.

"It was kind of cool until they started booing 
us," Rose said.

But she believes the experience garnered 
against an NCAA Division-I team, regardless 
of the score, will help the Wolverines improve. 

"I think a lot of us had pregame jitters 
before and it's just helping us get comfortable 
with the atmospheres," Rose said. "Also, a lot 
of missed layups. I think we'll be able to calm 
it down for future games…They're a lot bigger 
and stronger. We realized we need to be in the 
weight room lifting so that we can rebound 
and stay up with these bigger players."

UM-Dearborn may have been on the 
opposite side of a record-breaking day by 
Oakland, but Ware hopes that one day, the 
Wolverines won't be welcomed back to the 
O'rena.

"It may not come out pretty a lot of times… 
but one day, we'll come here, and I don't know, 
I might not even be alive, but one day we'll 
come here and they won't let us come back," 
Ware said. “That's the goal; we want to play 
here one day where they won't let us come 
back after that."

Oakland’s Walloping a Lesson for Young Wolverines

By RICKY LINDSAY
Editor-in-Chief

@RLindz35

Photos by Ricky Lindsay/MJ

Ricky Lindsay/MJ
Freshman Kendall Rose experiences the strong defensive forces of Oakland University on Nov. 13.
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