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University Helps Flint During Water Crisis

Ware Hasn’t Coached Since Jan. 9; 
Sweeney Takes Over on Interim Basis

President Obama called a 
federal state of emergency for 
the city of Flint on Jan. 16 in 
response to the ongoing water 
crisis.

Flint’s water became 
contaminated with lead back 
in 2014 when the city was 
under control of an emergency 
manager, Darnell Earley. 

Flint was switched from 
water treated by the Detroit 
Water and Sewage Department 
over to water from the Flint 
river for cost reduction. 

Despite the ongoing 
problem, Governor Snyder did 
not call a state of emergency 
until January of this year. 

The water that Flint residents 
are currently being exposed 
to is not safe for drinking, 
bathing or cooking. Multiple 
organizations and celebrities 
including Cher, Eminem, and 
Snoop Dog have been stepping 
up to donate water to the 
citizens of Flint. 

One radio station, 98.7AMP 
Radio, went so far as to have 
a barbeque food truck at their 
water drop-off station that 
offered people pulled pork 
sandwiches for 99 cents. 

UM-Dearborn has also 
stepped up to help. Student 
Government held a water drive 

for Flint this past week. 
“Student Government is 

working with anyone who wants 
to join on with us, but so far we 
have partnered with the Civic 
as well as CEHHS(College of 
Education Health and Human 
Services),” Bradley Pischea, 
Student Government president, 
said. “This is a great way for us 
to start helping.”

Water drop-off spots were 
placed in several locations 
throughout the university. 

With the University of 
Michigan having a satellite 
campus in Flint, the issue has 
hit home for students, faculty 
and staff on the other campuses. 
Chancellor Little of UM-
Dearborn said he was proud of 
the way students were stepping 
up for Flint.

“The Flint water crisis 
is important to all of us as 
Michiganders,” Little said. 
“UM-Dearborn is a community 
of engagement, and our faculty, 
staff and students are always 
ready to step forward when 
needed. I am so impressed at 
the efforts our students have 
made to helping to ameliorate 
this great challenge for the 
people of Flint through the 
current water drive.” 

In addition to the water 
drive, a group of students from 
all three campuses traveled to 

Flint on Saturday to take part in 
an engagement day.

UM-Dearborn President 
Mark Schlissel sent out a 
university-wide email detailing 
the plan for university students 
in Flint.

“UM-Flint has installed 
water filters throughout the 
campus, distributed filters 
to students and community 
members, and continues to 
test water to ensure safety. 
Chancellor Borrego and UM-
Flint Provost Doug Knerr are 
convening faculty from all 
of our campuses this week to 
help identify needs and areas 
where we can best help.” said 
Schlissel.

UM-Flint is offering its 
students free PUR water 
filters as well as replacement 
cartridges. 

A campus water information 
page has been set up for 
students in Flint that lists all of 
the locations where they can 
get clean water. The site also 
shows a map of all the areas 
in the Flint community with 
resources available.

As the situation continues 
the university is looking for 
continued ways to help.

“As the year goes on, we 
[Student Government] will be 
looking to contribute in other 
ways as well,” Pischea said.

Photo courtesy of Student Government
Student Government and UM-Dearborn held a water drive last week to help those affected by the Flint water crisis.

Flint Water Crisis:
The Deeper Problem

Yousuf Ali is a staff 
columnist for the Michigan 
Journal. Yousuf ’s views 
do not necessarily reflect 
those of the Journal. 

Anyone who hasn’t 
been living under a rock 
knows about the deplorable 
condition of Flint’s water 
supply. Due to the reckless 
decision making of state-
appointed officials, that 
city’s water supply has 
been poisoned with lead. 
Even if the water is 
purified, the children of 
that city will still have to 
deal with the long-term 
effects of lead poisoning 
for the rest of their lives. 
Naturally, commentators 
have assigned blame for 
this deplorable state of 
affairs with many calling 
for Governor Snyder’s 
resignation and even 
his arrest. While we 
should address questions 
of responsibility and 
accountability, it is also 
important to ask how was 
this even possible.

The conditions that 
lead to this crisis were 
in place long before it 
started and indeed, long 
before Governor Snyder 
took office. Once upon a 
time, Flint was a booming 
industrial city boasting 
great car manufacturers 

such as General Motors 
(GM) and Chevrolet; 
however, the city began a 
decline in the late 1960s 
with the main manufacturers 
dramatically reducing the 
number of jobs in the area. 
In fact, the number of GM 
employees in the Flint area 
is more than an order of 
magnitude less than what 
it was at the city’s zenith. 
This has opened the door 
to all sorts of problems 
including increasing crime 
rate and depopulation. The 
city’s finances have also 
dramatically deteriorated 
with the city coming under 
the direction of state-
appointed emergency 
managers on two separate 
occasions. In fact, it was 
under the leadership of the 
second that this crisis came 
about. That said, it would 
be incorrect to attribute 
this entire crisis just to bad 
decision making.

Every city suffers from 
terrible leadership and 
decision making at some 
point in its history, but not 
all have to deal with massive 
threats to public health as a 
result. For example, a few 
years back, my hometown 
had a mayor so bad that 
she was recalled, but at no 
point during the mayor’s 
term did anyone seriously 
think that her bad decision 
making was a threat to the 
city’s health, much less 
the integrity of the water 
supply. That is because it 
was in a context of a city 
that did not have to make 
such desperate decisions in 
the first place. As such, it 

is impossible to understand 
what is going on in Flint 
without knowledge of a 
larger problem that this 
country faces: inequality. 

Even though there has 
been recovery since the 
Great Recession, those who 
needed it the least according 
to a study of IRS data 
from the Economic Policy 
Institute. In the context of 
Michigan, this means that 
cities like Detroit and Flint 
are left to struggle with the 
same problems as before, 
while a handful of wealthy 
individuals living in 
metro Detroit reap all the 
benefits. There is hardly 
a more clear illustration 
of this than the fact that 
one of the most reputable 
universities in the World 
is less than an hour drive 
from a city where many 
of the residents don’t even 
have access to tap water. 
Make no mistake; this 
problem is not unique to 
Michigan, and there are 
plenty of similar examples 
across this country. While 
individuals living in 
relative affluence may 
contribute to aiding those 
in need, a real solution 
can only be achieved by 
addressing the underlying 
reality of inequality.

We have seen many 
reassuring signs in the 
midst of this crisis. There 
has been an outpouring 
of support for the people 
of Flint in this time of 
desperation including from

Editor’s note: This story was published at 
michiganjournal.org on Jan. 26.

Dymetrius Ware has not coached the 
University of Michigan-Dearborn women’s 
basketball team in a game since Jan. 9’s loss to 
Aquinas College.

Men’s assistant coach Jordan Sweeney has 
taken over the role on Jan. 13 under an interim 
tag for, as he put it on Jan. 16, “until further 
notice.”

The athletic department has yet to comment on 
the situation after being asked for confirmation 
as to Ware’s place with the department.

In an e-mail to The Michigan Journal on 
Jan. 15, Vice Chancellor of External Relations 
Kenneth Kettenbeil said that “Mr. Ware is still 
employed by the the University of Michigan-
Dearborn.” But said he could not comment any 
further on employee matters.

This makes three jobs for Sweeney as he is 
not only on the staff of both men’s and women’s 
varsity teams but he is also the head coach of the 
men’s junior varsity team.

Sweeney admitted Jan. 16 he did not know 
much about the situation but more information 
is expected to be coming soon.

“We are still working through that process 
and how that’s going to work out at this point. 
We are going to have a meeting sometime this 
coming week and we’re going to cover some 
more of those details, we just haven’t gotten 
there yet,” Sweeney said.

Ware was in his third season with the 
Wolverines and compiled a 9-69 record during 
his tenure, which includes an 0-17 start to this 
season.

According to the University of Michigan-
Dearborn athletics website, Ware came to the 
university in 2011 and took over as director of 
basketball operations for the men’s basketball 
team. He then left that position to become the 
interim head coach of the women’s team prior to 

the 2013 season.
His assistant coaches, 

Danielle Johnson and 
Dylan Brown, will 
remain on the staff for the 
remainder of the season, 
according to Sweeney.

With Sweeney having 
a busy schedule coaching 
both the men’s junior 
varsity team and assisting 
with the men’s varsity 
team, he hasn’t watched a 
lot of the women’s team 
play. So he knows he has 
challenges ahead of him but is more than willing 
to face the tough task.

“There are quite a few challenges. I didn’t 
know many of the girls; I don’t know what 
they’re doing for the offensive scheme or 
the defensive scheme or their philosophy or 
anything like that,” Sweeney said. “So first thing 
was coming in and learning who they were and 
who they are as people and just getting some 
very basic things in place as to what I want to 
do and then we’re just going to go from there.”

Ware was taken off the staff directory on the 
athletics website, but was put back on the site not 
too long after. The Michigan Journal contacted 
Ware by phone, but he did not return requests 
for comment.

Ricky Lindsay/MJ
Dymetrius Ware (far left) hasn’t coached the women’s 
basketball team since a Jan. 9 loss to Aquinas College.

Photo courtesy of 
Ferris State Athletics

Jordan Sweeney, 
a men’s basketball 

assistant, has coached 
the women’s basketball 

team since Jan. 13.



NEWS
February 2, 20162 michiganjournal.org | Vol. XLV, No. 14

Editor: Brookelynn Ruggirello| umd.mj.news@gmail.com

We put out every Tuesday!
Check us out online!

www.michiganjournal.org

@michiganjournal

4901 Evergreen Rd.
University Center Suite 2130

Dearborn, MI 48128
themichiganj@gmail.com 

Editor-in-Chief    Ricky Lindsay
Managing Editor   Erick Lehman
Advertising Manager   Kaitlynn Riley
Business Manager   Adrian Andrade
News Editor       Brookelynn Ruggirello
Sports Editor    Jeramy Stover
Opinions Editor   Ghadeer Alaradi
A&E Editor    Amber Ainsworth
Student Life Editor   Terry Lakins
Web Editor    Monica Sabella
Photo Editor    Shelby Lubienski
Copy Editor    Jenna Wos

Kyra Dahring
Sarah Drogheo
Chassidy Hall
Olea Hokes
Gabby Joseph
Maria Kanso
Miranda Karanfili
Julia Kassem
Angie Krueger
Muhammad Ali Mojaradi
Courtney Morrison
Aisha Nadeem

Jessica Perez
Laura Sanchez
Ayesha Sheikh
Danielle Sugai
Collin Ward
Julia Wells

Staff Writers/ReportersEditorial Staff

Michigan Politicians Discuss Higher Education

Michigan Senators David 
Knezek and Patrick Colbeck, 
as well as Michigan Repre-
sentative George Darany, at-
tended a roundtable discussion 
about higher education hosted 
by Student Government on 
Monday, Jan. 29.

Student Government presi-
dent Bradley Pischea said that 
the intention of the event was 
to better inform students about 
a topic that is central to their 
own lives.

“We invited these senators 
to discuss a topic that we felt 
would be important to stu-

dents,” Pischea said. “We in-
vest quite a bit into our higher 
education, and I think there is 
a desire for students to know 
what they are paying for and 
what the role our State Legis-
lature plays in that.”

Senator Knezek served 
two years in Iraq and gradu-
ated from UM-Dearborn with 
a Bachelor of Arts in political 
science in 2012. At the age 
of 26, he became the young-
est member of the 2013-2014 
House Democratic Caucus.

Senator Patrick Colbeck 
has a bachelor’s and master’s 
degree in Aerospace Engi-
neering from the Ann Arbor 

campus and serves on several 
committees including the Edu-
cation, Judiciary, and Veterans 
Committees. He also serves 
for the State Police and Mili-
tary Affairs Appropriations 
Subcommittees. 

Darany graduated from 
UM-Dearborn with a degree 
in economics. He served on 
the Board of Directors of the 
Dearborn Chamber of Com-
merce and serves in the Agri-
culture, Regulatory Reform, 
and Health Policy committees 
of the Michigan House. 

The three politicians 
viewed the role of the state 
government in tuition costs 

from different perspectives. 
“People are always willing 

to talk about the revenue side 
of the equation. They never 
want to talk about the expense 
side of the equation,” Colbeck 
said. “You should want to look 
at both sides, and come up 
with a solution that has any 
long-term substance to it.”

Expressing his disappoint-
ment with the way higher edu-
cation is funded today, Knezek 
explained how only 25 percent 
of state funding went to high-
er-level education, and 75 per-
cent came from tuition.

“Years ago, the state dug a 
10-foot hole and every year 

since has given us a 6-foot lad-
der,” Knezek said. 

He continued that the uni-
versity is expected to do more 
with less each year. Sena-
tor Knezek believed that to 
change that, there has to be a 
balanced budget and more pri-
ority put on higher-level edu-
cation. 

Darany said that the United 
States should step up in the 
global competition of educa-
tion and make higher educa-
tion top priority.

“The Great Recession has 
caused states to take in less 
money, which means that pri-
orities change,” he said. 

Martin Hershock, the Dean 
of CASL who moderated the 
discussion, said that students 
can influence the political pro-
cess by being better informed 
about education funding.

“Being much more aware 
about university expenditures 
and asking questions about 
what’s going on I think is real-
ly important,” Hershock said. 
“They [students] really need to 
become educated voters in the 
Board of Regent elections be-
cause the regents are the ones 
who set tuition policy for the 
University of Michigan.”

By MARIA KANSO
Staff Writer

The Public Safety Depart-
ment of the University of 
Michigan-Dearborn issued a 
crime alert on Monday, Jan. 

25 in regards to a sexual as-
sault.

According to the email, 
the sexual assault took place 
at The Union across from the 
university during a party. 

The email also stated that 
the victim reported that “they 
became unconscious while 
attending the party and was 
sexually assaulted.”

The incident occurred on 

Saturday, Jan. 23 at 2:30 am 
and was reported to Dearborn 
Police. Witness descriptions 
of the suspect are unknown 
and Campus Safety did not 
return requests for comment.

Campus Safety said in the 
email that if anyone has any 
information about the assault 
they should contact the UM-
Dearborn Police at (313) 593-
5333 or Dearborn Police at 

(313) 943-2241.
According to UM-Dear-

born’s Annual Security Re-
port, there have been three 
reported “sex offenses” on 
campus from 2012-2014.

Sexual Assault Occurs at Union, Campus Safety Says
By COURTNEY MORRISON

Staff Writer

Ricky Lindsay/MJ
Above left, pictured from left to right: Michigan Representative George Darany, Michigan Seantor David Knezek, and Michigan Senator Patrick Colbeck.
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My Story of Change
Aisha Nadeem is a staff columnist for the Michigan 

Journal. Aisha’s views do not necessarily reflect those of 
the Journal.

Hi, my name is Aisha Nadeem. Most of you know me 
as one of the staff writers for the Michigan Journal, but 
today I want to share my story as a student. I’m a senior 
here at the University of Michigan-Dearborn, and this is 
the third university I’ve attended in the past five years. 
Starting college, I had my life planned out and prepared 
myself for all the things that we are all “supposed” to go 
through. I waited for the parties, for the laid-back schedule, 
for organizations and meeting new friends. But the thing 
about life is, you’re never fully prepared for it. 

I moved across the world and back, and did not return to 
Oakland University as I thought I would, and I found myself 
here. If changing my daily routine wasn’t hard enough, I had 
to change my dreams and goals, too. I had to leave so much 
behind and found it difficult to look forward for a long time. I 
felt frustrated and didn’t like the idea of starting over on a new 
page. Well actually, it felt like a new book entirely. I found 
myself detached from friends, not staying committed to school 
organizations or barely attending them, just keeping up my 

GPA and not feeling the school spirit. I had adopted a mind set 
that said, “It’s only a matter of time until things change and I’ll 
start over anyway.” The funny thing is, I was wrong. It wasn’t 
a matter of time; change is constant. But look where I am today 
— I’ve been at this university for two-and-a-half years now, 
and I won’t lie and say I’ve found the answer.

The truth is, I’ve settled here in Michigan and this 
university, but my heart hasn’t settled – and I hope 
it never does. What I want you all to take from my 
story is that not knowing where you are doesn’t make 
you directionless. It means right now is the time of 
possibilities, of changes that can build you up better 
than ever and changes that close the difficult chapters. 
I’ve heard of many people being just as scared or 
anxious as I was about where they are heading in 
school, and in life. So I would like to say: just do your 
best and take life day by day. Just watch how far you’ll 
go. Change doesn’t have to be so scary; if anything, 
change is the adventurous part of our lives. Adjusting 
is difficult, saying goodbye is difficult, learning all over 
again is difficult. But staying set in one place isn’t what 
we are made to do. Change means growth, and it means 
one step closer to the great things we are meant to do 

and become. 
So my advice as a student and as a person is to 

welcome change with open arms and open heart. We all have 
our personal wars and stories, and we all have our victories. 
If you allow yourself to feel the fear and anxiety of change, 
also allow your heart to feel hope. After all, we are here at this 
school to make the Dearborn Difference!

our own University. Indeed, such efforts are a necessary 
part of the solution to the crisis; however, we should only 
consider these temporary measures for a problem that 
requires a long-term solution. The larger goal should be 
to achieve a society in which such efforts are no longer 
necessary. We should not have to send bottles of water 
because its water is no longer drinkable. We should not 
have to witness a city’s education come to a halt because 
the hygiene is so deplorable and does not have water at 
all. These are basic rights that no one should have to 
worry about being deprived of. 

There is no doubt that the recent Flint water crisis has 
broader implications for our country as a whole. The 
direct cause was a decision by state-appointed officials 
to switch the city’s water supply to a river with far more 
corrosive water, and those responsible should be held 
accountable. Also, those who are able should assist on an 
individual level to make people’s lives better; however, 
the overarching goal must be a society in which people 
no longer need such assistance in achieving their basic 
rights. We may fix Flint’s water supply, but if the vast 
inequality persists, it is only a matter of time before we 
witness another crisis of similar magnitude.

Feeling the Bern for Palestine
Julia Kassem is a staff columnist for the Michigan Journal. 

Julia’s views do not necessarily reflect those of the Journal.
For Arab American voters seeking refuge from the inflammatory 

rhetoric and xenophobic fervor of the recent debates, many have 
their eyes and votes set on the Democratic candidates. Between 
Hillary Clinton, Bernie Sanders and Martin O’ Malley, all three 
have supported taking in refugees, as well as have condemned the 
implied denunciation of Arabs and Muslims. In tandem to their 
ideological platform, all three belong to the party favored by over 
half of Arab Americans. 

However, foreign policy continues to be a deal breaker for many 
Arab American voters disillusioned with chronic war overseas. 
Clinton, having demonstrated a relatively hawkish approach to 
foreign policy and ardent support of Israel. Her main opponent, 
Sanders, seems to draw an alternative appeal with promises to 
“end the quagmire of perpetual warfare in the Middle East.” 

Clinton, notorious for supporting the 2003 invasion of Iraq 
stands in contrast to Sanders who publicly opposed the invasion in 
2002 in tandem with desires for more peace and less involvement 
in the Middle East. Although Clinton opportunistically rendered 
her past vote as a mistake, the former Secretary of State’s eager 
support of the 2011 NATO bombings, Israel, and constant calls 
for sanctions against Iran implicate a foreign policy that leans 
hawkish through its inconsistency. 

Though Sanders demonstrates a little more consistency having 
been a proponent of less government intervention in the Middle 
East, many of his attitudes surrounding his views on foreign policy 
need to be further questioned and reexamined. Economist Paul 
Krugman’s criticism of Sander’s financial reform proposition 
shares one thing in common with Clinton’s denunciation of 
Bernie’s lax attitude towards gun control or criticism of his 
approach to the Middle East: that he lacks comprehensive plans 
and, consequently, is remarkably deregulatory in the process. 

And perhaps clarity on this issue begs to be asked. While 
Sanders supports the Iran deal, he continues to hold the conviction 
that their nuclear program is a significant threat. While Sanders 
calls for an end to the “endless war” in the Middle East, he hails 
Jordan’s King Abdallah as a “hero” in the siege against ISIS.  
Though he says that American troops should not be dying to 

save Saudi Arabia, Sanders nonetheless supports the efforts of 
the repressive regimes of Saudi Arabia and the Gulf states in 
furthering their involvement in the conflict. His suspicions and 
reservations against Iran as a dangerous proxy power are not at all 
duplicated against Saudi Arabia, its antithetical proxy hegemony 
in the Middle East. 

Probably the most notorious of Sander’s surprising foreign 
policy views is his support of Israel. While he has equivocated 
remarking about the “complicated” issue, opting to rehash the 
“two state solution” argument as both Clinton and O’Malley 
have put forward, it is concerning that Sanders overly favors 
the state characterized by illegal occupation, apartheid, and 
disproportionate use of force—policies indicative of values 
Sanders allegedly vehemently opposes. He has repeatedly 
defended Israel’s right to exist, and even defended Israel’s war in 
summer of 2014, resulting in a heated confrontation between the 

candidate and an audience at a town hall discussion. 
Sanders allegedly spent some time on an Israeli Kibbutz in 

the 1960s, showing how the candidate’s ardent support of Israel 
goes pretty far back. And to this election cycle, his repeated 
support of Tel Aviv stands stronger than his casual remarks that 
suggested maybe Israel took it too far, and his support is further 
demonstrated through his commitment to help uphold Israel’s 
“right to defend itself” despite reservations against Netanyahu.  

Though Sanders is prided for his political and ideological 
consistency, perhaps his views all too often lack in clarity and 
conviction. Nonetheless, Sanders remains a candidate every bit as 
responsive and receptive to the public as he is authentic and ardent 
in his word. Perhaps even just the right question, can answer the 
rhetorical question Boston’s Students for Justice in Palestine 
raised upon a banner: “Can You Feel The Bern for Palestine?”

By JULIA KASSEM
Staff Columnist

By AISHA NADEEM
Staff Columnist

Photo courtesy of lifehack.org.

Photo courtesy of timesofisrael.com.

Photo courtesy of washingtonpost.com.
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Copy editor Jenna Wos puts a new twist on a children’s 
song, focusing on farming and the treatment of animals.

When I inquired about my first concert 
photo pass my freshman year of college, 
I had no clue my life and journey I was on 
would be so greatly impacted by one email.

On Dec. 12, 2013 (ask me if I will ever 
forget that date… I won’t) I sat backstage 
at the Fillmore in Detroit, trying my hardest 
to calm my nerves as I waited for the band 
I would be interviewing. Immediately 

following the interview, I was knee-to-stage 
with the front of the Fillmore, the same stage 
I watched intently from the balcony six years 
earlier when I attended my first concert.

By that night in 2013, I was hardly a 
journalist and a photographer. I had written a 
handful of articles for the student life section 
of the paper at school and I loved carrying 
around a nice DSLR camera with me, but 
beyond those aspects, under-experienced was 
an understatement. 

The photo pit, that area between the 
barricaded audience and the stage, felt so 
foreign in 2013.

During 2014, my time in that place 
increased considerably and what was once 
practically unknown to me became like 
a home. I’ve shared these pits with other 
photographers, artists, security guards, and 

the occasional crowd surfers. Often, the 
commotion within the pit makes for limited 
working conditions, but somehow my 
creativity hasn’t been stifled by the lack of 
room or the short time,  which is limited to 
the first three songs, spent in the area.

As a person whose life has been influenced 
by music for as long as I can recall, the chance 
to document one art in the form of another 
art is one of the most important opportunities 
I’ve ever enjoyed.

Music goes far beyond the beat and even 
lyrics, and with my body plastered against the 
stage and eye following every move on that 
stage, the full meaning of music could never 
be more evident. I’ve heard and seen what 
artists put into their music when I have been 
at concerts, but my camera still manages to 
catch a passion that maybe wasn’t noticed at 

first glance – it’s the way a singer’s mouth 
moves during a certain line or word, an 
unspoken thought in their eyes, a slight move 
that proves what is happening on that stage is 
more than just entertainment.

On that first night in the pit a little over 
two years ago, my main thought was about 
having fun. Fun is far from the motive now. 
In a world saturated with pop culture, some 
musicians focused exclusively on the money, 
that raw emotion that goes into music is 
essential. 

I use photography as an outlet when life 
becomes a bit overwhelming, and I admire 
artists of different modes who are similar in 
their own creative expression. The stage is a 
place of creation, emotion and art, and to me, 
the photo pit is exactly the same except with 
a camera instead of a mic. 

From the Pits: Music Photography
From the Lens View

By amBer ainsworth
A&E Editor

Pete Loeffler of Chevelle performs at Chill on the Hill in Sept. 2014.
Photos by Amber Ainsworth/MJ

Ian Grushka of New Found Glory plays in Oct. 2014.
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The 5th Wave is a popular young adult 
novel series adapted into a film which hit 
theatres Jan. 22. The novels, written by Rick 
Yancey, tell the story of a teenaged Cassie 
Sullivan (played by Chloë Moretz). Five 
waves of destruction hit the planet earth all 
while Cassie is on the search for her younger 
brother. It is a story about survival, family, and 
the fate of the earth.

Success was met almost instantly for the 
book series. Yancey said before he finished 
writing the book, his rights for the film were 
already bought, but he didn’t realize at first 
just how well his book was going to do. 

Although many young adult series are set 
in dystopian settings, or we are seeing many 
similar movies with these brave heroines like 
The Hunger Games and Divergent franchises, 
Yancey assures us that The 5th Wave isn’t 
similar to other books of similar genres.

Yancey states that what he believes is a 
huge factor that separates his novel from the 
others is that Cassie’s story is very much 
the story of an ordinary girl in extraordinary 
circumstances. Although the story focuses on 
a situation of the extremes of aliens coming 
to take over the planet, in an interview with 
Yancey, he says that many teenagers can relate 
to the message.

He said he was first inspired by the almost 
global financial crash crisis in 2008 and 
said some of the inspiration came from that. 
Yancey said he had already been writing in 
the young adult genre and it dawned on him 
how this transition fit so well from childhood 
to adulthood – it is kind of abrupt and it can 

be scary. He says another huge theme in the 
book is how the protagonist relates to having 
to navigate through this world they are 
unfamiliar with. 

An interesting part of the story was to have 
the main protagonist be a female. Yancey 
states that as a writer he is always trying to 
find ways to escape the boredom of writing 
similar stories, and he says his big inspiration 
for Cassie came from his own wife while 
writing the character. 

While he said qualities ascribed more 
closely to males are aggressiveness, 
physicality,  things that are more traditionally 
ascribed to females is “the nurturing part of 
human nature, the part that’s about preserving, 
protecting, defending, and what is ultimately 
stronger. It’s probable that the feminine force 
will ultimately save us.”

Although the story has extreme settings, 
there is still something hauntingly realistic 
about the circumstances. The waves of 
destruction like disease and cutting our 
communication to one another, along with 
natural disaster are things that can actually 
happen. 

It is a story about survival and looking out 
for one another, ultimately reacting to things 
and learning to deal with situations as the arise 
in our lives.

The 5th Wave is a trilogy series with the last 
book set to be released later this year. Yancey 
comments that he isn’t sure what he has lined 
up next after he finishes this series. He says he 
still has some ideas and plans to write more 
young adult novels with the same cinematic 
visual appeal that his book holds. 

On Jan. 29, Detroit’s Populux Nightclub became the third stop for The Werks on their Inside 
a Dream album release tour. The jam band is joined on the tour by funk band, BIG Something.

The show summoned quite the crowd: old souls, members of the love generation, who looked 
like they had just crawled out of the ‘60s and young, dread locked representatives of the latest 
hippie insurrection. It was a building full of rare human breeds who readily abandoned reality 
outside in the cold January night.

BIG Something got the crowd rolling with an incredible funk set. These guys will be the next 
big thing in funk music. They certainly left their mark on Detroit with Saturday’s performance.  

By the time The Werks came on, much of the crowd appeared drunk. Beer bottles were 
scattered everywhere. Bouncers patrolled the dance floor gripping LED flashlights, looking for 
trouble, but there was none in sight, just great music and peaceful people.

The band opened with their new song, “Drop,” and took the crowd hostage. These guys all 
have an unbelievable mastery over their instruments. Their talent for jamming and musical 
extemporization stood out on Saturday, as they improvised spontaneous melodies. They played 
with musical style that is rare in this dismal era of auto tune. Other original songs included 
“Inside a Dream,” and “O.G.”

When the music stopped, the crowd begged for an encore. The Werks delivered with a cover 
of Stevie Wonder’s Motown classic “Boogie on Reggae Woman,” an appropriate close to a 
great concert in the Motor City.

Detroit Werks OutThe 5th Wave 
is ‘Hauntingly 

Realistic’
By miranda karanfili

Staff Writer

Photo courtesy of Kentucky.com
By jeff Bryant

Guest Writer
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Get to Know: Women in 
Learning and Leadership

The Women in Learning 
and Leadership (WILL) is a 
student organization that fo-
cuses on women’s issues and 
feminism. This organization 
is well-defined for its hands-
on approach to developing 
leadership skills. 

Heather Simpson, the chair 
of the group, hopes that mem-
bers will develop an open 
mind to leadership, feminist 
scholarship and different 
feminist perspectives. 

“It’s a rigorous organiza-
tion, but the benefits are im-
mense,” Simpson said.

Simpson said the group 
focuses mainly on women’s 
issues, which have included 
equal pay, gender-based vio-
lence, sexual assault, trans-
gender and gay awareness. 
Simpson said at beginning of 
the year WILL has a retreat 
where the members discuss 
issues, how to bring aware-
ness and possible things that 
they want accomplished. The 
structure will vary on what’s 
relevant at the time and what 
the members decided. 

“WILL changes depending 
on our members,” Simpson 
said. “It will never look the 
same as it did last year.”

Simpson also said the or-
ganization decides events 
and outings at their monthly 
meetings. This is left entirely 
up to the member’s planning 
and five different leadership 
positions, ran by first time 
WILL members, concentrat-
ing on different components 
of the group. 

“Our members work really 
hard,” Simpson said. “WILL 
would not run without its 
members.”     

The first position is the 
on-campus coordinator, who 
deals with on campus related 
events. This has included bake 
sales, film screenings, panels, 

guest speakers and promotion 
tables, among other things. 

The second position is the 
off-campus coordinator, who 
plans events that are more on 
the academic side that are off 
campus. This has included 
important women suffrage 
film screenings or an event 
planned around an important 
academic scholar in the area.

The third position is the 
membership coordinator, 
who works to keep moral up 
for the group. This includes 
working closely with all the 
other members and helping 
them on their own projects to 
keep the group cohesive and 
on the same page. 

The fourth position is 
the mentoring coordinator, 
who deals with community 
outreach. This has included 
volunteering at Vista Maria, 
an organization that helps 
young women that have gone 
through gender-based vio-
lence, human trafficking and 
sexual assault.

The fifth position is the 
social media manager, which 
involves promotion, social 
media, and generally getting 
the word out. 

Simpson said these posi-
tions allow the members to 
build the group in the direc-
tion they want while teach-
ing them valuable leadership 
skills. 

“I want people to under-
stand there are multiple ways 
to lead people,” Simpson 
said. “WILL allows them to 
take leadership on issues that 
they care about and they are 
given the resources to take 
what they want into fruition.”

Not everything is up 
in there air and subject to 
change. Take Back the Night, 
an annual event that brings 
awareness to sexual assault 
and gender-based violence is 
a staple in the organization. 

During this event, mem-

bers will march with blow up 
mattresses that have statistics 
on sexual assaults on campus, 
LGBTQ and men victimized. 
Simpson said there are few 
solid events that never change 
because the creativity and 
direction the members take 
is always changing. She also 
said that is what makes this 
organization so great because 
it can literally create endless 
opportunities for activism and 
volunteer work. 

“WILL is anything you 
want it to be, depending how 
much you want to put in,” 
Simpson said. “It’s how much 
leadership you want. ”

Becoming a part of this 
organization does have some 
requirements. Anyone inter-
ested must have a GPA of 
3.0 or over and a nomination 
from someone from WILL or 
someone affiliated with them. 
If both of these requirements 
are satisfied, there is an ap-
plication process with an es-
say component. The essay 
topic itself varies, depending 
on the issues being discussed 
at the time and there will be 
multiple options that can be 
answered. Afterward, there is 
an interview process, where 
the organization will try to 
get a feel on what issues are 
important to the applicant and 
what they would like to ac-
complish. Simpson described 
the interviewing process as 
easiest part of the getting into 
WILL. 

“We are committed to 
helping you learn leadership 
skills, whether you’re experi-
enced or from the ground up,” 
Simpson said. “We want an 
open mind about leadership.”

Anyone interested in this 
student organization can find 
them on Facebook at Women 
in Learning and Leadership of 
UM-Dearborn or Instagram at 
will_umdearborn.   

By TERRY LAKINS
Student Life Editor

Photo courtesy   of WILL 

Photo courtesy of WILL
Members during thier annual Take Back the Night.

What’s happening this 
week on campus?

Tuesday, February 2 

Disable the Label
UC Stage

11 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Fight against label policing.

Counseling Services Brown Bag Workshops
2190 University Center

12 – 1 p.m.
Retrain your brain against procrastination and weak will power 

Thursday, February 4 

“Addiction on the Big Screen”
1083 CASL
2:30 p.m.

Spanish film showcasing illegal drugs from the closing of the 
Franco Regime to the early stages of the 21st century

The Michigan Journal is looking 
for writers and photographers.

No experience is required. 
All majors are welcomed.
Join our many sections.

For more information, email us 
at themichiganj@gmail.com or 

visit our office at 2130 UC.

Or...

Attend our staff-wide meeting 
Wednesday, Feb. 3 at 5 p.m. It 

will be held in 1094 CASL.
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Wolverines Bests Oakland in Clark Park Classic
By RICKY LINDSAY

Editor in Chief
@RLinds35

Alva T. Earley
P.O. Box 303

La Junta, CO 81050-0303
(719) 468-2607

Where is Dymetrius Ware?
It’s a question we’ve been pondering since 

Jan. 13. To this day, it remains unanswered.
There are many unknowns to his disap-

pearance at the University of Michigan-
Dearborn. This, however, is what we do 
know, and reported on our website last week: 
Ware hasn’t coached the women’s basketball 
team since a Jan. 9 loss to Aquinas College. 
Jordan Sweeney, a men’s basketball assistant 
and head coach of the JV team, has coached 
the women’s team in an interim role since 
Jan. 13’s game against Madonna University.

Ware hasn’t coached the team in nearly 
a month, but is he still the women’s basket-
ball coach? No idea. The athletic department 
website’s directory still lists him in the role 
(along with his role as Intramural Coordina-
tor), though he was previously taken off the 
directory for a brief period. The lone formal 
comment from the university came on Jan. 
15 from Vice Chancellor of External Rela-
tions Ken Kettenbeil, who said that “Mr. 

Ware is still employed by the University of 
Michigan-Dearborn.” Athletic Director Matt 
Beaudry said that evening that he would 
send Michigan Journal sports editor Jeramy 
Stover an email regarding Ware, but has yet 
to do so.

It isn’t difficult to announce that a coach 
has been fired or has resigned. It happens all 
the time at other universities, such as UM-
Dearborn’s sister campus, the University 
of Michigan - Ann Arbor. Making the an-
nouncement is common practice.

Yet, by sweeping this situation under the 
rug, UM-Dearborn loses credibility and the 
ability to be trusted. Students, faculty, fans 
and the even public — all who contribute to 
the athletic department through tuition, do-
nations and admission prices — deserve to 
know what is going on with their university.

As a public university, UM-Dearborn 
should operate with transparency. But it has 
done anything besides that when it comes to 
Ware.

By THE MICHIGAN JOURNAL SPORTS STAFF

The University of Michigan-Dearborn hockey team has 
swept its season series against Oakland University for the first 
time in program history.

The Wolverines topped the Golden Grizzlies 3-2 in a re-
scheduled game at Clark Park Tuesday to secure the season 
sweep.

Andrew Palushaj and Jeff McFarland scored goals in the 
second period, while Nic LaBurn’s third-period score pushed 
lifted the Wolverines to the win.

Sweeping the season series vs. Oakland for the first time in 
program history left captain Ryan Urso pleased.

“It’s a good feeling. Obviously we’re building off the mo-
mentum of a big weekend sweep over Adrian, so we’re just try-
ing to keep the train rolling here and put together as many wins 
as we can to get the best position for (the) national tournament 

coming up here,” Urso said.
Goaltender Nate Ferris saved 33 of 35 shots, allowing two 

goals in the third period.
The annual outdoor game between UM-Dearborn and Oak-

land was originally scheduled for Jan. 9, but heavy rain had 
other ideas, causing it to be postponed. Tuesday’s rendition 
wasn’t without its share of problems, however.

The scoreboard at Clark Park did not properly operate dur-
ing the game. The lone part that worked, albeit for a short time, 
were the penalty clocks.

“It wasn’t bad. You have to be a little bit more aware. You’ve 
got to have someone always checking in the box, seeing what 
penalties, time left… things like that,” Urso said. “You’re ob-
viously always alert so it’s not too big of a change.”

“It’s pretty tough, not knowing when I’m going out or where 
I’m going to go, but we fought through it,” Andrew Spiegel 
added.

Another challenge was the uncertainty of whether the re-

scheduled game would be played.
“I think the uncertainty (was a challenge),” head coach 

Chris Haltinner said. “Is it going? Is it cancelled? (The) guys 
(were) trying to get the right mindset, but we felt really confi-
dent that it was going to happen today… Our guys came pre-
pared, but it’s always tough. You don’t know how it’s going to 
be weather-wise.”

With the win, UM-Dearborn improved to 16-3-2 and jumped 
to No. 10 in Wednesday’s ACHA Top 25 poll.

The Wolverines plays Indiana Tech in a home-home series 
this weekend. The Warriors beat them in Great Lakes Show-
case championship game on Nov. 29, but the Wolverines have 
not lost a game since.

Ricky Lindsay/MJ
Dymetrius Ware during the women’s basketball team’s game at Crisler Center.

Where is Ware?

In the second quarter it 
looked as if we had a good 
game on our hands, as if the 
first quarter was a fluke.

Jenna Rogers was finding 
clear lanes to the basket and 
couldn’t miss. Neither could 
her teammates from the free 
throw line.

But then the third quarter 
struck and reality set in.

The University of Michi-
gan-Dearborn women’s bas-
ketball would go on to lose 
to Cornerstone 68-45. While 
the Wolverines (1-22, 1-15 
Wolverine-Hoosier Athletic 
Conference) would stump the 
third-ranked team in the con-
ference for a quarter to make 
things interesting, the Golden 
Eagles (14-9, 12-4 WHAC) 
were just too big and too 
quick for the young Wolver-
ines.

“They came out and beat 
us up on the glass a little 
bit. They’re number three in 
our conference for a reason: 
they’re a quality team,” inter-
im head coach Jordan Swee-
ney said. “We were plus four 
in rebounds at halftime, in the 
second half they were plus 
11 and they had 12 offensive 

rebounds. So basically ev-
ery time they went down the 
floor, whether they made their 
first shot or got an offensive 
rebound, they scored.”

The Wolverines scored 
only twice in the first quar-
ter off a Kendall Rose three 
pointer and a Rogers jumper, 
which put them in a 14-point 
deficit.

The second quarter was a 
completely different story.

The Wolverines got out to 
a 13-4 run and had the Golden 
Eagles on their heels. Rog-
ers scored eight of her team-
high 18 points in the quarter 
including a layup with just 
under a minute left to get her 
team to within four.

But as soon as the ball was 
inbounded for the third quar-
ter, the tone of the game shift-
ed, and Cornerstone wouldn’t 
let it change.

The Golden Eagles would 
go on a big run in the third 
quarter and didn’t let up 
when the fourth quarter rolled 
around.

Megan Swick tallied eight 
points and five assists, while 
Rose recorded six points and 
ten rebounds.

When asked what hap-
pened in the second quarter 
that sparked his team’s come-

back, Sweeney chuckled and 
said “I’m not really sure,” but 
was happy to see his team not 
get down after a rough start.

“We did switch defenses; 
we were in some zone looks 
and they were making open 
threes,” Sweeney said. Then 
we went to more of a man and 
I don’t think they were quite 
ready for the man, we out-
played them pretty well we 
forced a few turnovers and af-
ter those turnovers we scored 
a couple times.”

This is the Wolverines first 
big loss in a few games. After 
riding a sensational feeling of 
a three-game stretch that in-
cluded an overtime loss, the 
first win of the season, and a 
three-point loss, it’s easy to 
wonder if this loss will set the 
team back a step.

Rogers explained that her 
team just needs to focus on 
the positives and continue to 
bring high energy each game.

“We just got to keep up 
the positivity, we got to look 
at how hard we played today 
and we just got to keep up our 
energy and momentum going 
forward,” Rogers said.

UM-Dearborn will travel 
to Davenport on Wednesday 
for a showdown with the 
sixth-ranked Panthers.

Cornerstone Overwhelms Women’s Hoops

Erick Lehman/MJ
Micah White guards an Albion Player in the game at Crisler Center.

Ricky Lindsay/MJ

Kevin Bechard skates with the puck at Clark Park.

By JERAMY STOVER
Sports Editor
@JStover96

to score goals, and they can both 
play forward and defenseman.

Ian Wiljanen is another de-
fense who can skate up and play 
forward as well.

Head coach Chris Haltinner 
raved about the fact his team has 
versatility like it does, and when 
you can play five forwards on 
the ice at one time and not miss 
a beat defensively, you can be 
dangerous. 

Haltinner said on Tuesday 

night after a victory against Oak-
land that the injury to Groat gives 
other guys the opportunity to 
step up and do something.

Groat being injured may 
make it seem like this team, the 
team of destiny, is destined for 
a quick chase from the national 
tournament, but I beg to differ.

The team will rally around 
players who have been here, and 
led the team before like Gino 
Darin, Jeff McFarland, and Ryan 
Urso.  

They will rally behind goal-

tender Nate Ferris, who Dalton 
said pumps up the team.

“Nate is the rock that keeps 
us together, so when we see him 
having a good game it gets the 
boys going,” Dalton said.

With the veteran presence to 
lean on, and the teamwork that 
this team shows each game, the 
sky’s the limit for them in the 
national tournament, and they’re 
a team that should not be taken 
lightly, at all.

Nationals in Sight
continued from page 8

The nominee’s for this week are:
• Jeff McFarland - Hockey, 2 goals and 2 assists in 

three games last week.
• Ali Farhat - Men’s Basketball, averaged 10.5 

points and 3 rebounds in two games last week.
• Kendall Rose - Women’s Basketball, averaged 

7.5 points and 8 rebounds in two games last week.
• Andrew Palushaj - Hockey, 3 goals and 1 assist 

in three games last week.
Go to michiganjournal.org to vote!

VOTE: PLAYER OF THE WEEK
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Amber Ainsworth/MJ

Marcus Williams lays up the ball against Lourdes.

Men’s Hoops Falls to Cornerstone
By JERAMY STOVER

Sports Editor
@JStover96

It’s always a challenge when 
your best player — your top 
goal scorer — is not on the ice, 
instead sitting in the bleachers, 
watching the game with an in-
jury.

The University of Mich-
igan-Dearborn hockey team 
faces such a problem as they 
eye the national tournament, a 
mere four weeks away now.

The tournament will start 
March 3 in Chicago, and the 
Wolverines are getting closer 
and closer to punching that 
ticket to the Windy City.

What stands in their way of 
that is a Kent State team that 
has tripped them in the past, 
and one more matchup with the 
powerhouse known as Adrian.

In the eyes of outsiders, 
or someone who hasn’t been 
around this team like I have, 
you would say they have an-
other challenge on their hands, 
and that would be replacing Ty-
ler Groat, or at least replacing 
his production. 

Groat left early in the second 
game against Adrian on Jan. 16 
and has missed three games 
since, but still leads the team in 
goals with 25 and points with 
37.

In reality, straight-up replac-
ing that production in near im-
possible; just bringing someone 
in who has been scratched and 
expecting them to score those 
points isn’t really realistic.

But, as a team, as a unit 
coming out and playing togeth-

er, and collectively replacing 
that production? 

That is how you manage 
without Groat.

That is exactly what the 
Wolverines are doing at this 
point of the season.

It’s unclear whether or not 
Groat is going to be back this 
season or in time for the begin-
ning of nationals, but what is 
clear is that the Wolverines can 
still win without him; it just 
might take some manufactur-
ing. 

“With the way things have 
been going and the way we’ve 
been playing, this is the defini-
tion of a team,” Tyler Dalton 
said after Friday night’s game 
against Indiana Tech. 

Dalton praised his entire 
team, saying it was a team ef-
fort, and how guys are out giv-
ing maximum effort, and that is 
what is helping the team.

“Guys are stepping into big 
spots, guys are stepping into 
big minutes at times that are 
critical for us to be four weeks 
away from the national tourna-
ment and have freshman who 
are just diving for shots, trying 
to get blocks — it’s huge.”

You can’t look past the 
depth that this team has as well. 

The Wolverines boast three 
lines that can be deemed as 
scoring lines, and when you 
have three lines that can score 
you can be dangerous.

“We don’t have a starting 
line or a first line or anything 
like that,” Dalton said. 

Going along with that, the 
Wolverines have players who 

are versatile. Nic Laburn, and 
Kevin Bechard are both big-
bodied scorers who can use the 
body to knock opponents off 
the puck, and use their stick to 
score goals, and they can both 
play forward and defenseman.

Ian Wiljanen is another de-
fense who can skate up and 
play forward as well.

Head coach Chris Haltinner 
raved about the fact his team 
has versatility like it does, and 
when you can play five for-
wards on the ice at one time 
and not miss a beat defensively, 
you can be dangerous. 

Haltinner said on Tuesday 
night after a victory against 
Oakland that the injury to Groat 
gives other guys the opportuni-
ty to step up and do something.

Groat being injured may 
make it seem like this team, the 
team of destiny, is destined for 
a quick chase from the national 
tournament, but I beg to differ.

The team will rally around 
players who have been here, 
and led the team before like 
Gino Darin, Jeff McFarland, 
and Ryan Urso.  

They will rally behind goal-
tender Nate Ferris, who Dalton 
said pumps up the team.

“Nate is the rock that keeps 
us together, so when we see 
him having a good game it gets 
the boys going,” Dalton said.

With the veteran presence to 
lean on, and the teamwork that 
this team shows each game, 
the sky’s the limit for them in 
the national tournament, and 
they’re a team that should not 
be taken lightly, at all.

Hockey Splits with Warriors

By ERICK LEHMAN
Managing Editor

@ELehman29

The University of Michigan-Dearborn 
hockey team split with Indiana Tech Univer-
sity this past weekend in a home-and-home 
series.

The Wolverines took game one of the se-
ries at home Friday night by a score of 3-2.

Goaltender Nate Ferris’ performance 
paced the Wolverines to the victory, despite a 
late goal from Indiana Tech, which gave the 
Wolverines a bit of a scare.

The Warriors scored with 27.5 seconds re-
maining in the third period after they pulled 
their goalie to get the extra attacker against 
the Wolverines.

UM-Dearborn was able to buckle down in 
the final second of the game and get the win.

The Wolverines got on the board midway 
through the first period when Tyler Dalton 
deflected the puck in on a Ryan Urso slap 
shot to give the Wolverines a 1-0 lead.

“We were moving the puck really well 
right away, Dalton said. “When we started 
moving the puck, it got them out of their sys-
tem.”

Less than three minutes into the second 
period, the Warriors tied things up, but the 
Wolverines answered later in the period 
when Andrew Pulshaj scored an unassisted 
goal to give the Wolverines the lead again.

Ryan Kelly would provide the Wolverines 
with the game-winning goal just over five 
minutes into the third period. 

The goaltenders stole the show Friday as 

Ferris stopped 33 shots, while Indiana Tech 
goaltender Zach Larson stopped 46 shots on 
goal.

“Ferris stole the show,” head coach Chris 
Haltinner said. “He came up with three saves 
that kept the score from being 5-3. Without 
those two saves we’re in a hole.

“He did his job, did a great job.”
Saturday night proved to be a good game, 

which featured some free hockey for the fans.
The Wolverines jumped out to a 2-0 lead 

early with a goal in the first period from Jeff 
McFarland and a goal just a minute into the 
second period from Palushaj. 

However, the Warriors were able to score 
three unanswered goals in a little over three 
minutes to roar back into a lead.

That would not end the scoring for the sec-
ond period, as Kevin Bechard scored for the 
Wolverines to tie the game at three heading 
into the third period.

The third period and overtime period went 
scoreless, and the Wolverine and Warriors 
headed to a shootout.

The shootout went to 10 rounds, and the 
Warriors were able to take the win in the 
shootout to seal the split.

The Wolverines played three games this 
past week, including the outdoor game 
against Oakland University, so a busy week 
for the team resulted in a 2-0-1 record.

The shootout loss likely puts the Wolver-
ines out of contention for the GLCHL regular 
season championship.

Nationals in Sight
continued on page 7

Ricky Lindsay/MJ

Ryan Urso skates with the puck in the outdoor game.

Ricky Lindsay/MJ

Jeff McFarland surveys his options in a game earlier this season.

It’s always a challenge when your best player — your top goal 
scorer — is not on the ice, instead sitting in the bleachers, watching 
the game with an injury.

The University of Michigan-Dearborn hockey team faces such a 
problem as they eye the national tournament, a mere four weeks away 
now.

The tournament will start March 3 in Chicago, and the Wolverines 
are getting closer and closer to punching that ticket to the Windy City.

What stands in their way of that is a Kent State team that has 
tripped them in the past, and one more matchup with the powerhouse 
known as Adrian.

In the eyes of outsiders, or someone who hasn’t been around this 
team like I have, you would say they have another challenge on their 
hands, and that would be replacing Tyler Groat, or at least replacing 
his production. 

Groat left early in the second game against Adrian on Jan. 16 and 
has missed three games since, but still leads the team in goals with 25 
and points with 37.

In reality, straight-up replacing that production in near impossible; 
just bringing someone in who has been scratched and expecting them 
to score those points isn’t really realistic.

But, as a team, as a unit coming out and playing together, and col-
lectively replacing that production? 

That is how you manage without Groat.
That is exactly what the Wolverines are doing at this point of the 

season.
It’s unclear whether or not Groat is going to be back this season 

or in time for the beginning of nationals, but what is clear is that the 
Wolverines can still win without him; it just might take some manu-
facturing. 

“With the way things have been going and the way we’ve been 

playing, this is the definition of a team,” Tyler Dalton said after Friday 
night’s game against Indiana Tech. 

Dalton praised his entire team, saying it was a team effort, and 
how guys are out giving maximum effort, and that is what is helping 
the team.

“Guys are stepping into big spots, guys are stepping into big min-
utes at times that are critical for us to be four weeks away from the 
national tournament and have freshman who are just diving for shots, 
trying to get blocks — it’s huge.”

You can’t look past the depth that this team has as well. 

The Wolverines boast three lines that can be deemed as scoring 
lines, and when you have three lines that can score you can be dan-
gerous.

“We don’t have a starting line or a first line or anything like that,” 
Dalton said. 

Going along with that, the Wolverines have players who are versa-
tile. Nic Laburn, and Kevin Bechard are both big-bodied scorers who 
can use the body to knock opponents off the puck, and use their stick 

Hockey Looks for 
Teamwork, Depth 

With Nationals in Sight

By ERICK LEHMAN
Managing Editor

@ELehman29


	MJD160202A01
	MJD160202A02
	MJD160202A03
	MJD160202A04
	MJD160202A05
	MJD160202A06
	MJD160202A07
	MJD160202A08

