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Sticking With It

Amber Ainsworth/MJ
Sarah Shurge performs during Michigan football’s season opener against Oregon State on Sept. 12, 2015. Shurge, a UM-Dearborn junior, has played in the band the past three football seasons.

After Giving Band a Chance, Shurge
Enjoys Time in Michigan Marching Band
By RICKY LINDSAY
Editor-in-Chief
@RLindz35

Sarah Shurge has been a fixture at piccolo in the Michigan
Marching Band for the past three football seasons.
But if it wasn’t for a little convincing along the way, the
University of Michigan-Dearborn junior might have never
joined band to begin with.
“I started when I was in sixth grade. I didn’t want to do
it,” Shurge said. “My brother and my mom convinced me to
do it because my brother had did it and I kind of, like, had to
follow him, which is why I didn’t want to do it.”
Shurge gave in, and originally wanted to play violin, but
couldn’t participate in the marching band with the instrument.
So she opted for flute. Only, it wasn’t that easy.
“In sixth grade, when we were trying out our instruments,
I couldn’t make a noise on flute,” Shurge said.
But the band director at Franklin Middle School (Wayne,
Mich.) offered her assistance.
“I stayed after for, like, a week and I was able to make a
sound,” Shurge said. “I was first chair all of middle school.”
Shurge wasn’t thrilled about participating in marching
band come high school, but everything changed after band
camp.
“We went to band camp, and I was like, ‘This is going to
suck.’ When I got back, I was like, ‘No, I’m doing this all
four years. I love this,’” Shurge said.
Shurge wasn’t planning on continuing her marching band
career in college. She wanted to go to Grand Valley State
University for photojournalism. But her brother, Solomon,
who attended the University of Michigan - Ann Arbor and
was in the band, convinced her to give it a shot.
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She did just that. Shurge traded in her flute for a piccolo
— the Michigan Marching Band does not have a flute section
— and played in the band alongside her brother for one year.
For Shurge, there is no stigma from being a UM-Dearborn
student in the band. Students from UM-Dearborn and UMFlint are able to participate in it, alongside UM-Ann Arbor
students.
“It differs every year, but I know of at least six (UMDearborn students in the band),” she said.
The only difficulty of being an off-campus student is the
commuting.
“I have to be done with classes here by 3:30 so I have time
to drive to Ann Arbor to be there by 4:45 when band starts,”
Shurge said. “Afterwards, you’ve got to drive home. It’s a
little difficult because it’s a lot of road time.”
During the fall, it makes for a tight schedule.
“You’re getting barely any sleep because when you get
home it’s like 7, 7:30,” Shurge said. “You’ve got to eat
dinner, shower, do your homework, somehow sleep. You’re
not getting a lot of sleep. Something’s going to get left out.
“It’s a little difficult but... it’s 100 percent worth it.”
Shurge’s first game in the band came in 2013 when
Michigan hosted Central Michigan to open the season. She
said she doesn’t remember most of her first time, except that
she was in a trombone spot during pre-game.
“I don’t remember a lot of it,” Shurge said, “but it’s really
the sound coming out of, like, 100,000 people cheering.
Then you’re like ‘Please don’t mess up,’ but you’re also like,
‘You’ve got to breathe,’ but you’ve also got to play.”
Shurge’s favorite memory in three years with the band was
this year’s Citrus Bowl trip. Michigan topped Florida 41-7 to
reach the 10-win mark in Jim Harbaugh’s first season.

Photo courtesy of the Michigan Marching Band’s Facebook
The Michigan Marching Band paraded at Disney World during the bowl trip,
a moment that stuck with Shurge.

“It was life-changing, actually,” she said. “I think it was
probably the best bowl trip that we could have ever went.”
The band was able to soak up the warm Florida weather
during bowl week, which featured trips to Disney World and
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University Offers Addiction Studies Certificate
By Maria Kanso
Staff Reporter

To strengthen the importance of helping
those who struggle with addictions, the
University of Michigan-Dearborn opened
the new Addictions Studies Certificate
Program during the fall semester of 2015.
The Chair of Health and Human
Services, Juliette Roddy, is also a
professor in UM-Dearborn’s Masters in
Public Policy Program, the Masters in
Health Information Technology program
and the Health Policy Studies program.
Roddy started this program as a result
of her passion for addiction studies and
participation in several research programs,
including the testing rational models for
the addiction on cigarettes and treating
heroin addicts at an opiate treatment
clinic.

“We need to be more aware of the
problems associated with drugs and
alcohol so that we can reduce societal
harms,” Roddy said. “I expect a more
empathetic community with regard to
our feelings toward those who have the
disease of addiction.”
What deeply triggered Roddy’s curiosity
was how drug addicts could continue with
their addictions or even finance them.
She continued her studies on people
with addictions, including those who use
injection drugs and those who use crack.
Upon becoming Chair of Health and
Human Services, she decided to use her
experience with addiction studies. As
a result, the department of Health and
Human Services created the Addictions
Studies Certificate Program.
The program can be characterized in

both Criminal Justice Studies and Health
and Human Services. The 18-credit
certificate gives students the chance to
acquire counseling skills, as well as ways
to identify and treat substance abuse.
The certificate helps individuals acquire
strong administrative skills coupled with
elaborate ways of dealing with clients,
including identifying the strengths and
weaknesses of a client, creating a treatment
plan, suggesting what sources should
be used and helping the client find an
alternative after making him or her see the
problem and understand its consequences.
Also, case management skills and the
ability to report and keep record are crucial
benefits upon earning the certificate.
Because this is a certificate program,
students who are still in recovery can enroll
without having to meet any enrollment

Warde Manuel
Tabbed as New
Michigan A.D.
By Erick Lehman
Managing Editor
@ELehman29

The
University
of
Michigan ended its search for
a new director of athletics.
On Jan. 29, the university
made it official and held an
introductory press conference
for their newest athletic
director, Warde Manuel.
Manuel has been an athletic
director for over a decade,
most recently at Connecticut
and Buffalo prior to that.
Manuel, 47, replaces Jim
Hackett, who was tabbed
interim athletic director
after the resignation of Dave
Brandon.

A
former
Michigan
football
player,
Manuel
committed to play for Bo
Schembechler 30 years ago.
However, his career was cut
short due to a neck injury and
he instead became interested
in the athletic administration
department.
Manuel was teammates for
one year — his freshman year
— with Jim Harbaugh.
“I chose to accept this
offer for the same reason I
committed to Bo 30 years ago
this week, the week before
signing day,” Manuel told the
Detroit News. “There is no
finer place than this Michigan

criteria, such as GPA or SAT/ACT score.
“It is very exciting to think of the
potential dynamic that can occur in an
environment like that. I have learned
more about addiction from both current
and former addicts than I can possibly
express,” Roddy said.
Joseph Popa, a current accounting
student at UM-Dearborn, is enrolled in the
program. After coming from the Iraq war,
Popa was addicted to both alcohol and
opiums.
“Coming from my experience, I think
I can offer a unique feedback because a
lot of the counselors don’t have actual
experience,” said Popa. “A lot of the times
it’s [the addict’s] responsibility, they want
to seek the help. It’s not my responsibility
to go up to somebody and fix them if they
don’t want to be fixed.”
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Photo courtesy of the Associated Press
Warde Manuel, holding a Wolverines football jersey, was introduced
as the University of Michigan’s new athletic director on Jan. 29.

of ours. We are leaders and
best in both athletics and
academics. We don’t have to
boast and throw it in peoples’
faces, but it shines bright to
the rest of the world.
According to the Detroit
News, Manuel signed a fiveyear contract that will pay him
$800,000 per year base salary,
with $100,000 in deferred
compensation per year and a
one-time recruiting incentive
of $250,000.

Manuel
will
receive
$51,500 in year one from
the university for retirement
contribution and $25,000
in years two through five.
He also will receive the
use of two automobiles
through the dealer-provided
auto program, according to
Angelique Chengelis of the
Detroit News.

Universal Studios.
When the band paraded
through
Disney
World,
Shurge was hit with an array
of emotions.
“We’re literally parading
towards the castle that’s lit
up and it was just like, ‘This
is the coolest thing ever.’ I
was almost crying but trying
to breathe at the same time
and sweating to death,”
Shurge said.
Shurge’s last year in the
band is quickly approaching.
It started to hit her after the
band’s banquet, where the
seniors bid farewell.
“It’s
pretty
surreal,
because I’m sitting there
like, ‘They’re done; this is
my last year now,’” she said.
Shurge is excited for
another bowl trip. The Rose
Bowl would be an ideal
destination. She said she is
going to try to enjoy every

part of it and try to complain
less.
“During band week, when
it’s 90 degrees and you’re
on the field, like, 12 hours a
day, you kind of complain.
Or in November and it’s
zero degrees, you kind of
complain. I’m just going to
try to enjoy it more because
this is it,” Shurge said.
Shurge has come a long
way since sixth grade, where
she needed to be convinced
to join the band.
“I don’t think sixth-grade
me would have ever thought
I’d be where I was today, to
be honest, just because sixthgrade me was really mad that
I had to play an instrument,”
Shurge said. “I never, ever
pictured myself going to
Michigan, let alone being in
the band.
“I think I would have been
super into it if I’d seen it… I
don’t think I would have ever
thought I could do it.”
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Although I’m The Server, I “Got Served”
By JENNA WOS
Copy Editor

Never have I ever taken to the internet to complain
about my job, because even when it’s bad, it’s not that
bad. However, after working this past weekend, I couldn’t
contain the urge to post a Facebook status informing the
public about what happens all too often at restaurants and
to ask them not to contribute to the stress of servers by
being blatantly rude.
As I said, my job is usually not that bad. When it comes
to tips, I average about 15 percent of my sales each night
I work, as the suggested percentages on the bottom of the
bills are 15, 18, 20 and 22 percent. Most days there are nice
guests who will leave larger tips; just yesterday I started
off with $25 on a $125 bill, and towards the middle of my
shift I made $20 on an $80 bill — a 20 percent tip and a 25
percent tip, respectively. When people tip me this well, I
get a rush of joy that somebody took the upper side of the
suggestions, which doesn’t happen too often where I work.
Please, keep in mind that servers make only about $3 an
hour, so we rely on tips as our income. A lot of us don’t
decide to casually wait tables on the weekends for some
extra spending cash; we need this money to pay for our
bills, gas, food, etc., just like anyone with an hourly wage
or salary.
Sure, the 20 percent tips are nice, but the tips I get from
the generous guests only average out with the crappy tips I
get, or the tips I don’t get at all, from the not-so-generous
guests. Just before I made the considerate $20 on $80, I
made $15 on $130 (about 11.5 percent), $4 on $61 (about
6.5 percent), and $.88 on $24 (just below 4 percent). In

Photo courtesy of 10tv.com.

such cases as the last one, I am actually paying for these
guests to dine at my restaurant, as explained later.
However, that wasn’t even the worst of it. On Friday
night, a coworker and I split a party of 17 people. On what
would have been a $390 bill, we made MAYBE $25 off of
them (just below 7 percent). Yes, $25 is a decent amount
of money to make off of a table, but not when their bill is
that high, when you have to split it and when you have to
give almost half of it away.
What a lot of people don’t know is that servers don’t
get to keep all of their tips. Where I work, 10 percent of a
server’s bar sales goes to the bartender. On this particular
bill, there was $20 in alcohol, so $2 of the $25 tip went to
the bartender.
On top of that, 3 percent of a server’s total sales goes to
the back waiters for running food and stocking ice, bowls,

glasses, etc. That’s where the problem is. It’s 3 percent of
SALES, not TIPS. For example, at the end of the night,
if my sales are $1,000, I owe the back waiters $30, even
though I may not have (probably not have) been tipped
properly throughout the night.
On Friday night, in particular, my sales were $790. I
gave $10 to the bartender and $21 to the back waiters,
leaving me with $79 total, or 10 percent of my sales. Does
that number coincide with the suggested 15, 18, 20 or 22
percent tips on the bottom of the bills? No, it doesn’t.
After serving each guest — answering their questions,
getting their drinks and food exactly how they ordered
them, getting refills, boxing up their food for them,
delivering their bills and leaving them with a pleasant
“thank you” — it’s extremely discouraging to pick up a
checkbook from a table and see less than what you were
hoping, or nothing at all. I wonder why it is too much for
guests to leave a suggested tip of even 15 percent, for a
service they knew they should be paying for when they
decided to dine out.
On top of the stress that servers endure while
simultaneously dealing with multiple guests’ requests, on
top of starving because they haven’t had time to eat all
day, and on top of an 11 hour shift where their ankles are
throbbing from not sitting down and their back is aching
from carrying heavy trays, it’s hard to count their money at
the end of the night, knowing they didn’t make the average
amount the restaurant claims they were supposed to.
All I ask is that when you go out to eat, take all of this
into consideration and please, be kind and tip your server.

Thank You Obama, For Defending Muslims

By GHADEER ALARADI
Opinions Editor

President Barack Obama spoke at the Islamic Society
of Baltimore on Wednesday, February 3 after seven
years in office. Better late than never, right? The Muslim
community may criticize his timing, saying that he has
nothing to lose now that he can’t run for office anymore.
They may say that while he is speaking about peace and
coexistence, the Muslim world is in utter chaos due to U.S.
involvement in the Middle East. While that is true, there
is no doubt that this is a positive step in the direction of
Muslim Americans and their role in the United States.
What Americans need is a leader to tell them that there
is no difference between being a Muslim and an American.
This nation is in dire need of positive dialogue after the
blatantly racist statements given by Republican candidates
Donald Trump and Ben Carson. In case you somehow
missed it, Trump called for a complete shutdown of all

Muslims entering the United States and Carson stated that
he does not think a U.S. President should be Muslim.
With no surprise, Trump commented on Obama’s visit
to the mosque saying, “Maybe he feels comfortable there.”
Politics aside, America does not need another public
figure denouncing Muslims as questionable or suspicious.
America needs a positive image of Muslim Americans who
love their country and raise their kids based on American
values. I applaud Obama for defending the rights of fellow
Americans who deserve to be treated as if this is their
country too.
Trump and his supporters may denounce Obama’s visit
to a mosque, but those who believe in equality should be
in support of this visit. Although his visit occurred during
the end of his presidency, it could not have come at a better
time. After the comments made by Trump and the Paris
and San Bernardino attacks, Muslims have been placed in
the spotlight, and not a positive one.
According to Fusion, a disturbing poll from Iowa states
that 49 percent of the Republicans think that Islam should
be illegal. Narrowing it down to Trump’s supporters, 36
percent of them think the religion should be banned. They
claim that Islam is against the constitution, but they are
going against the constitution when they say Islam should
be banned. The First Amendment grants the freedom of
religion to all Americans.
“You’re not Muslim or American,” the president said.
“You’re Muslim and American.”
In a country where politicians and leaders clearly
express their hatred towards this group of people, it is a
vital reminder to the rest of Americans that Muslims are not
what is portrayed of them in several media outlets. It is a

Photo courtesy of nytimes.com.
President Barack Obama speaking at the Islamic Society
of Baltimore on Wednesday, Feb. 3.

reminder to people who support equality and human rights
that there is no need to be in fear or suspicious of Muslim
Americans.
“If we’re serious about freedom of religion — and
I’m speaking now to my fellow Christians who remain
the majority in this country — we have to understand
an attack on one faith is an attack on all our faiths,” the
president claimed. These words are influential to the
average American who looks up to Obama. It does make a
difference to fellow Americans who may not know much
about Islam and only get their information from Fox
News. Even if this visit didn’t solve the serious issues in
the Middle East, it gave America a positive image of the
religion, which is always needed.
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Cheese
in the
Trap
Photos courtesy of bistro222.com

Bistro 222:
A European Oasis
Right Down the Road
By monica sabella
Web Editor

Situated along the busy and
bustling Michigan Avenue
rests Bistro 222, an urban
hole-in-the-wall which will
transport you to a luxurious
European getaway
the minute you walk
through the door.
The
humble
bistro is located
just down the street
from the popular
franchise
eateries
Buffalo Wild Wings
and Panera Cares.
The bistro’s only
entrance, accessible
via the backlot,
leads
courageous
adventurers through
a winding dimly lit hallway,
past a jewelry store, a
barber shop and an unusual
consignment shop, until
finally they are rewarded with
a diamond in the rough in the
form of Bistro 222’s front
door.
Upon entering, the gentle
lighting, soft sound of Italian
music and warm Tuscantoned décor envelope the
senses, causing the memories
of the dreary hallway and
Michigan Avenue’s rush hour
traffic to fade away.
An attendant appears and
directs you to your seat, but
not before you catch sight
of the numerous awards,
celebrating the best wine
selection in the area. Other
groups about the restaurant
quietly chat over their lunch,
a white tablecloth draped
over every table and a petite
vase of flowers resting at its

center.
Minutes later a waiter
approaches with a European
styled bottle of water
and the ordering process
begins, starting with a
choice of beverage. She

pizza with goat cheese,
arugula, caramelized onions,
a white sauce, and topped
with pine nuts and flakes of
red pepper; don’t even get me
started on the salads.
Before you know it, the

conversationally
mentions
the day’s homemade soup,
which changes seasonally,
while casually setting down
the menu and placing a few
pieces of toasted garlic bread
and oil on the table in front of
you.
Both dinner and lunch
are offered throughout the
day, however I have only
had the opportunity to enjoy
the latter at this point. Still,
let me tell you, despite the
unassuming air of the Bistro
itself, there is nothing humble
about its cuisine. Bistro
222 centers its lunch menu
around a Mediterranean twist
on classic entrées and all
are surprisingly, reasonably
priced. A few of the available
entrées include a Gorgonzola
burger; persico croccante,
sautéed perch with crispy
potatoes and a lemon caper
sauce; and a capra piccante,

meal has arrived, and let me
just say Gordon Ramsey
would be proud. There is no
such thing as an unappetizing
arrangement in this tasteful
restaurant. It’s as if the food
flew straight out of a Martha
Stewart’s kitchen to your
plate, almost too beautiful too
eat.

members are both friendly
and accommodating. On one
occasion, the chef made a
special grocery run for my
friend and I just so that we
could have cranberry juice
with our meal. Another time,
a staff member ran
across the street to
the bank to break a
large bill for one of
their lunch guests.
Coming from a
family of chefs, I
have to say there
are
not
many
restaurants that meet
my standards of that
essential level of
ambience, a friendly
staff, and a meal’s
taste and presentation
which make an experience
worthwhile. Bistro 222 made
the cut. I have never been so
pleasantly surprised and look
forward to sampling a few of
those prize-winning wines on
my next visit.
Bistro 222 is located
on 22266 Michigan Ave.,
Dearborn,
MI
48124

Bistro 222 is one of the most
charming little restaurants
I have ever seen and I
guarantee it will be among the
best restaurant experiences
you ever encounter. Staff

(Between
Howard
and
Military) and is open for
lunch Monday through Friday
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. and dinner
Monday through Saturday
5-10 p.m.

Photo courtesy of dramafever.com
By aubree stamper
Guest Writer

Cheese in the Trap is Korea’s newest hit TV show, so you
need to stop what you’re doing and start watching this drama
right now.
The show is based off of a popular web-toon and just
premiered at the beginning of January, starring a cast of upand-coming, lovable actors and actresses. The show revolves
around a college girl, Hong Seol (played by Kim Go Eun), and
the drama she faces after becoming involved with a mysterious,
yet handsomely charming classmate, Yoo Jung (played by Park
Hae Jin).
Hong Seol is the epitome of normal and simply your average
college girl — she’s quiet, smart, hard working, soft-spoken and
has no idea what she wants to do with her life — and you’ll fall
in love with her and her frizzy red hair immediately. The male
lead, the rich and popular Yoo Jung, will put you on a roller
coaster of confusing emotions as the show progresses with his
mysterious life and contradicting (sometimes psychopathic?)
personality.
Baek In Ho, played by the adorable Seo Kang Joon, will
definitely give you a case of the second male lead syndrome
(when you’re madly in love with the second male lead that you
couldn’t care less about the actual male lead) considering his
intense chemistry with Hong Seol and his bad boy, but crazily
charming personality. His sister, Baek In Ha, is portrayed
wonderfully by the actress Lee Sung Kyung; her performances
are ridiculous and her expressions are over-exaggerated — and
every bit is so hilarious that it’s hard to hate her.
If you’re already a fan of Korean dramas, then keep in
mind that Cheese in the Trap is not your average K-drama. It
breaks away from the mold and it’s extremely refreshing and
satisfying. The story begins with two lead characters hating
one another, and they start dating at the very beginning of
the show, not at the end. This show will have you constantly
wondering what will happen next and surprising you at every
turn, in a good way.
As the show is already halfway over, there are still many
questions left unanswered while the characters are all tangled
up in lies and misunderstandings; I’m highly interested in how
the story will unfold in the second half of the series. You can
watch the series now for free on DramaFever.com.

Photo courtesy of asianwiki.com

Zendaya Drops Fiery New Track
By ayesha sheikh
Staff Writer

It’s been a long three years
since Zendaya’s voice has
graced our ears.
Zendaya’s first album was
released back in 2013 and
since then, the 19-year-old
has steadily become a guru
for everything from fashion
to social controversy. She’s
spoken her word on cultural
appropriation and racism
when the dreadlocks she wore
to the 2015 Oscars received
controversial
comments.
Mattel has even made a doll
in Zendaya’s likeness that
sports that same Oscar look.
It’s safe to say that Zendaya

hasn’t been idle during the
last few years.
Her new single, released
on Feb. 3, is on fire. The
song, titled “Something
New,” brings back a classic
‘90s feel that the internet
cannot stop jamming to. The
cover artwork also brings that
feeling with its design and
colors. The bop, produced
by Babyface from the ‘90s
group TLC, samples their
song “Creep.” Chris Brown is
featured shortly on the track
mimicking the TLC original,
“Girl, you know I need some
affection!” The song is a
great jam, though it could
have been carried by Zendaya

herself, as Chris Brown still
feel likes a less than favorable
guest artist on a track and
doesn’t add much.
As the title suggests,
Zendaya tried something
new with this R&B sound in
contrast her to her first poppy
hit “Replay.” Her voice
carries beautifully in this jam
and only seems to have gotten
better with time.
The lyrics are something
new as well, as they take
more of a mature route:
"I don't know your name /
but I guess I really don't care
/ I probably should wait, but
I wanna let you go there / I
wanna try something new /

all night."
“Something New” is the
first we’ve gotten to hear
of Zendaya’s forthcoming
sophomore album that doesn’t
have a set release date yet.
The most that Zendaya’s said
so far is that a few tracks will
be produced by Timbaland.
The news was leaked back in
September on her instagram
via a 15 second clip of her and
a song, the caption reading, “Z
x Timb This second album…
it’s lit.”
“Something New ft. Chris
Brown” by Zendaya is now
available for download on
iTunes.

Photo courtesy of etonline.com
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Keys N Krates
By demetrio nasol
Staff Photographer

Photos by Demetrio Nasol/MJ

Let’s face it, there is a huge stereotype when it comes to
electronic music producers’ live shows: that all they do is press
play and jump around the stage. I’m not going to argue the
validity of that stereotype, but what I will say is that electronic
music trio Keys N Krates completely defies that idea.
The Grand Rapids show was one of the many stops on their
Midnite Mass Tour after releasing their new EP, Midnite Mass.
They were joined on this stop by Jesse Slayter, and the duo from
London, Stööki Sound.
For those unfamiliar with Keys N Krates, you may have heard
their music in the Point Break movie trailer, Minions trailer,
or on your music app’s electronic station. The Ontario natives
have over 30 million plays on SoundCloud and their following
continues to grow.
The group consists of keyboardist David Matisse, drummer
Adam Tune, and turntablist Jr. Flo. It’s hard to imagine the
intricacies of an electronic song being produced live by only
three musicians, but these guys pull it off and make it look easy.
Tune’s setup includes a sampling pad, electronic toms, and
acoustic cymbals which add a natural sound. Matisse’s one
keyboard has the capability to play a huge array of instruments,
which changes many times throughout the show, and allows
him to switch between them in an instant. He also uses it to
play samples in addition to what Jr. Flo plays on his sample pad
which is rigged to his turntables.
To witness the sounds of these three seamlessly fusing together
is something I could listen to all day. It’s really something that
nobody else is doing in electronic music right now, and that’s
why the drive from Dearborn to Grand Rapids was more than
worth it.
The energy of a live performance just doesn’t seem like
something anybody can achieve by just “pressing play.”
The show was everything you could ask for: your favorite
Keys N Krates songs performed with a subtle live twist on
everything, covers with a complete KNK flare added, and some
unreleased sounds that you can only hear by going to one of
their shows.
The good news is that they’re coming to town on Saturday,
April 2 at the Royal Oak Music Theatre, and tickets are on sale
now. Get them now. You won’t be sorry.
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OSE Celebrates
Chinese New Year
By TERRY LAKINS
Student Life Editor

The Office for Student Engagement
celebrated Chinese New Year, the Year
of the Monkey, with decorations and Chinese food at the University Center, room
2136, on Feb. 8 from 11 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Reetha Raveendran, the director, said they
were celebrating this event because of the
school’s large Chinese population.
“It is important to us to recognize and
celebrate such festivals because we do
have students who are so far away from
home,” Raveendran said. “This would be
one way for them to enjoy and celebrate
together on campus.”
Bingqi Cao, who is majoring in mechanical engineering, is originally from

Shandong, China. Cao said he enjoys
studying in America and interacting with
the students on campus.
“It’s very good,” Cao said. “It’s professional and it’s a good program.”
Cao also said that he is able to communicate very well with his professors
and that he feels he has more freedom to
express himself. Though Cao misses his
home in China, he was very happy this
event was made to cater to his culture and
homeland.
“This the first time I was out of my
home to celebrate the New Year,” Cao
said. “I appreciate it that they made this
feel like home.”

Photos by Ricky Lindsay/MJ
Students and Faculty enjoying Chinese food

Film Clips Promote Drug Awareness
in Spanish Culture
By CHALO’N CHRIST’ANNA
Guest reporter

The Department of Language, Culture and Communication held the Spanish feature “Addiction on the Big Screen”
in the CASL building, room 1083 on Thursday, Feb. 4.
The event was a screening with clips and stills from several Spanish films on drug addiction and consumption. This
screening is not only to bring awareness to drug-related issues in Spanish culture but also a better understanding of

the different time periods where these issues were prevalent.
Jorge Gonzalez del Pozo, associate professor of Spanish,
hosted the event and provided context to the mostly Spanish clips shown. The clips included realistic portrayals of
drug injections, human mutilation and other forms of drug
consumption.
Gonzalez said he wanted to bring awareness to how Spanish culture has been affected by drugs in recent years. Gonzalez also said he has witnessed the devastation of drugs

from many of his friends, including a cousin who died when
he was only 12.
“These are movies about addicted people, so they try to
be as realistic as possible.” Gonzalez said. “It’s sad to say
that these movies aren’t well known, yet they depict important situations, so we should not forget how this has affected
our society.”

Students Organize to Fight Against Labeling
By CHALO’N CHRISTI’ANNA
JEFFERSON
Guest Reporter

The Alliance for Disability Awareness organized the Disable The Label
event on the University Center stage
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Tuesday,
Feb. 2. This event was a come-and-go
setup where participants would wear
signs with some kind of message reflecting a common stereotype to fight
against labeling.
Amal Khalyeh, the president of the
organization, said she was inspired
to start events like these after seeing
her cousins treated poorly for their
differences. Khalyeh decided to start
an organization and take steps to debunk labels, whether it is for religious,
mental health or racial reasons.
“My cousins are disabled,” Khalyeh
said. “Being around them and hearing

how they were labeled made me want
to take a stand for the disabled.” She
said her fight against stereotypes impacted her so much that she changed
her major to behavioral science.
She also admits being a victim to
labeling herself, not just as a bystander. Khalyeh said she has been called
names such as “Pakistani girl,” “Mexican girl” and “Terrorist.” Though
comments like this have made and
Khalyeh wants to confront people who
would say these things, she would
rather focus her efforts in her organization by bringing awareness to mental and social issues.
Mohamed Mkaouer, a PhD student
in computer science, got involved
with the event to help contribute.
“I thought it’s time to give more
support to my community,” Mkaouer
said.

Mkaouer is no stranger to being
labeled himself. While studying in
France he was often discriminated
against for being Arabic. He said some
people reacted this way out of fear.
“I think people are scared of the
Arab community partially because the
media influence,” Mkaouer said. “Society refuses to accept certain people.”
Mkaouer said he has also witnessed
other people being labeled, especially people with physical disabilities.
Mkaouer also said a particular friend
of his with a visual disability dealt
with it on a daily basis, despite being
able to keep with other people his age.
Mkaouer said he hopes to help the
community by researching proper
methods for the disabled through advanced technology and give them a
chance to thrive normally in society.

Chalo’n Christ’anna Jefferson/MJ
Students wearing signs to fight against labeling and stereotyping.
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Amber Ainsworth/MJ
The Wolverines during a pre-season a tournament.

Season Preview: Added Depth
Will be Key for Lacrosse
By JERAMY STOVER
Sports Editor
@JStover96

Even though the air is still
mildly chilled, one spring
sport prepares to open up
their season this weekend.
After going 6-5 last season,
the University of MichiganDearborn lacrosse team will
kick off the 2016 campaign
against Oakland on Feb. 13.
With opening night upon
us, confidence is high and
junior Donald Roda says his
team has gotten better in more
ways than one.
“I feel that while we’re
young, the team should be
better this year,” Roda said.
“And our talent across the
board has gotten better. I’m
excited for our first game to
see how we measure up.”
Roda isn’t kidding about
being a young team. The Wolverines have just four seniors
on the 24-man squad. UMDearborn had a hefty recruiting class this off-season and
brought 11 freshmen to the
team.
The rookies will be called
on immediately to contribute.
The Wolverines lost their top
two scorers from last season,
Dylan Hatcher and Ruben Cabello, to graduation.
Hatcher broke the school’s
all-time scoring record last
year, and many of those goals
were assisted by Cabello. But
head coach Jason Watts isn’t
worried about his losses because of his confidence in his
team’s gains.
“Replacing seniors is always tough, but also opens the
door for returners to step up to
fill those holes from a productivity and leadership point of
view,” Watts said. “We also
brought in a very talented
freshman class and we expect
many of those guys to make
an immediate impact.”
Stepping up in those leadership roles will be the four
captains Roda, Andrew Dix-

on, David Stephanoff and
Mitchell Stapleton.
Stephanoff is in his second
season ever playing goalie
after getting called upon to
take control of guarding the
net last season. He made the
transition look easy and even
earned a shutout against Montreat College early in the season.
Watts likes what he sees
from his netminder both on
the field and off the field.
“David continues to grow
in all aspects. His growing
knowledge of the position and
increased leadership responsibilities is a testament of his
character and dedication to
the program. We expect David to pick up where he left
off last season and continue
to be a key member both on
and off the field this season,”
Watts said.
Having such optimism
in your last line of defense
is critical with having the
amount of youth on the team
as the Wolverines do.
There are always pros and
cons to having a young team
as the Wolverines will have a
deeper bench and more talent
to put on the field. But having
a lot of freshmen means lack
of experience, which Roda
expressed when asked about
what his team’s struggles
could be.
“Keeping our composure
in tight games and not letting
up on teams when we have a
lead. As with any young team,
those are issues you see frequently,” Roda said.
While Watts says all of the
freshmen should be on the
lookout, there are a few that
might make bigger impacts
than others.
Attacker Brendan Salva
will replace Cabello in his
role on the field. Vision and
playmaking ability will be
crucial to Salva’s success as
he will be looked upon to find
the open shooters.

One of the players Salva
might be feeding the ball to
this season is fellow rookie Justin Brodzik. Brodzik
scored 28 goals for Plymouth High School last season.
Watts said he will share time
at both attacker and midfielder position.
The schedule will not be
friendly to the Wolverines
this season. After three home
games in February, UMDearborn will travel to Tennessee in early March for a
pair of games. But the beef of
the schedule will come at the
end of the season when conference play begins.
The Wolverines went 0-4
against their division last season and while playing in the
Central Collegiate Lacrosse
Association isn’t easy, Watts
says the entire schedule for
his team is as tough as it’s
ever looked.
“The last half of the season
always features our conference games and those are the
ones we need to be perfect
in,” Watts said. “This year’s
schedule is our toughest ever
so we will have our work cut
out for us.”
After starting out 4-1 last
season, the Wolverines lost
four of their last six. Watts
also noted that a team goal for
the season is to finish out the
season stronger.
This season will be unique
from last year as not only will
the Wolverines be playing in
the CCLA, but will also be
returning to the WolverineHoosier Athletic Conference
after a year absence.
While Roda admitted
that playing in the WHAC
“isn’t that huge for us,” he
expressed that making the
NAIA national tournament is
still a team goal.
The Wolverines will begin
the 2016 season on Saturday,
Feb. 13 when they take on
Oakland at the Detroit Country Day Fieldhouse at 9 p.m.

VOTE: Player of the Week;
Week of Feb. 1

Here are your nominations for Player of the Week. Voting
ends Wednesday Feb. 10 at 5:30

• Jason Penn - Men’s Basketball, averaged 9 points
and 2.5 rebounds in two games this week.
• Marisa Sauve - Women’s Basketball, averaged 9
points and 5 rebounds in two games this week.
• Jeff McFarland - Hockey, scored 3 goals in two
games this week.
• Thomas Proudlock - Shutout Kent State in first
appearence in net for the Wolverines. Made 29
saves in the game.

Ricky Lindsay/MJ
Emily Heinrich drives the ball against Albion College.

By JACK VANASSCHE
Sports Writer
@JackVanAssche

The statement itself is trite in the sports
writing world.
“Defense wins championships.”
But there is no valid argument to refute the
evidence of what a dominant defense can do
for a team.
The University of Michigan- Dearborn
women’s basketball team learned the hard
way, Saturday, what a great defense is capable
of.
Siena Heights University and its stellar defense held off the Wolverines 47-30.
The Wolverines’ (1-24, 1-17 WolverineHoosier Athletic Conference) 30 points on the
game were the lowest for a single game for the
team this season.
Freshman guard Natalie Spala explained
the difficulties of facing such a physical defense.
“With their defense, they’re one of the more
aggressive teams. We knew it was going to
be hard to drive,” Spala said. “We knew we
would have to rely on our shooters.”
Unfortunately for the Wolverines, the Siena
Heights (16-10, 10-8 WHAC) defense was
harsh on the shooters as well.
As a team, the Wolverines shot only 24 percent from the field. Marisa Sauve was the only
Wolverine in double-digits in scoring with 10
points.
Interim head coach Jordan Sweeney
summed up the evening in a few short words.
“Some games are better than others,” he
said. “Tonight was not so great.”
Despite the offensive struggles for the Wolverines, Sweeney was able to look at the positives from the game and build on them.
“We continued to play hard all game,”
Sweeney said. “We hung with a team that was
probably better than us.”
While facing a very tough team, the Wol-

verines were able to force 23 turnovers on the
evening.
Most nights, this stat would be revered as
dominant from a defensive standpoint, but
instead was cast into the shadow of Siena
Heights’ defensive masterpiece. Siena Heights
ended up forcing UM-Dearborn to commit 25
turnovers of their own.
Spala added to Sweeney’s optimism.
“The past few games we have been kind of
down, playing Davenport and Cornerstone.
After today, we’re back up again. We played
really, really hard.”
The Wolverines had a rough night Wednesday, Feb. 3, when they were blown out by
10th-ranked Davenport 96-44.
UM-Dearborn hit the road to visit Davenport, (20-5, 16-2 WHAC) who promptly welcomed the Wolverines with a 52-point beatdown.
Davenport shot the lights out on the Wolverines, going 53 percent from the field as a
team and sinking 16-22 free throws. The Panthers had four players in double-digit scoring.
The Wolverines were left shooting in the
dark, going only 32 percent from the field and
5-22 (23 percent) from three-point range.
Kendall Rose was one of the only shining
lights for the Wolverines, leading the team in
points (11), rebounds (six), assists (six), and
steals (four).
Sophomore Megan Swick also tacked on 10
points to the night.
The Wolverines hope to continue improving in hopes to climb out of last place in the
conference.
Even with the two losses in the week, the
Wolverines have a shot to climb out of the last
place tie within the WHAC with a win and a
Marygrove loss.
UM-Dearborn starts out next week with
a home game against Madonna at 5:30 p.m.
Then the Wolverines travel to Concordia on
Saturday for a 1 p.m. tip-off.

UM-Dearborn Sports Schedule
for the Week of Feb. 8
Wednesday Feb. 10: Basketball vs. Madonna at home.
Women tip-off at 5:30 p.m., Men tip-off at 7:30 p.m.
Saturday Feb. 13: Basketball at Concordia.
Women tip-off 1 p.m., Men tip-off at 3 p.m.
Saturday Feb. 13: Hockey vs Adrian.
Puck drops at 7:30 p.m.
Saturday Feb. 13: Lacrosse season opener vs. Oakland.
Starts at 9 p.m.

Preparing to Show
continued from page 8
upperclassmen, your best
players... you look for them
to step up. They’re on the
way out. Paul (Standtke) had
an unbelievable game today… and he’s a senior; it’s
time for him to do that — he
doesn’t have next season.
Anthony (Barley), he doesn’t
have next season. This it for

him. So they need to leave it
all on the floor and other guys
will take that lead,” Langley
said.
As it stands right now,
the Wolverines have already
swept two conference foes,
and they will look to double
that by defeating Lawrence
Tech and Madonna again.
That will help them earn a
conference tournament bid.

This team is in a great spot to
make the playoffs. And these
next three games will show if
they’re ready to take that next
step forward.

Alva T. Earley
P.O. Box 303
La Junta, CO 81050-0303
(719) 468-2607
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Ricky Lindsay/MJ
Jacob Wendel drives with the ball against Cornerstone.

Men’s Hoops Ties Wins Record,
But Trips Up Against Davenport
By JACK VANASSCHE
Staff Writer
@JackVanAssche

The only thing standing
between the University of
Michigan-Dearborn
men’s
basketball team and their program record-tying 13th win
of the season were the struggling Siena Heights Saints.
By surviving yet another
late scare, Saturday, the Wolverines were able to squeak
by the Saints by a score of
73-71.
This victory in particular
was big for the Wolverines
(13-13, 8-10 Wolverine-Hoosier Athletic Conference) as
they not only tie their school
record for wins in a season,
but keep up in the WHAC
standings as well.
But there was no champagne popped and coating the
locker room.
There were no celebratory
Cuban cigars lit.
Just a determined team,
still anxious to reach their full
potential.
“I was a bit disappointed,”
explained head coach Taylor
Langley following the victory. “I thought we had the opportunity to pull away several
times and we haven’t.”
The Wolverines and the
Saints (9-17, 5-13 WHAC)
both struggled to put up
points early on, but it was
UM-Dearborn that caught fire
late in the first half.
Marcus Williams hit backto-back three-pointers to give
the Wolverines a 21-19 edge
with under 3:00 left in the
first half. His 18-point first

half was huge for the Wolverines moving forward.
Coming out of halftime,
the Wolverines looked to be
in the driver’s seat.
Perhaps the offensive play
of the night came when senior
Paul Standtke lobbed a pass
from his own paint to Ali Farhat, patiently waiting to tip
the pass to Williams who finished with an emphatic slam
dunk.
Still, the Wolverines would
have trouble putting away the
Saints.
As a team, UM-Dearborn
shot 65 percent from the freethrow line. Nearly every miss
seemed to come at the worst
possible time.
To the relief of the maize
and blue, the final buzzer
freed the Wolverines from
any fear of a Siena Heights
comeback.
Standtke harmonized with
Langley in saying that tying
the school record will not cut
it for this team.
“We don’t want to be the
winningest team in school
history and have a losing record,” Standtke said.
Despite the focused attitude within the team, there
were many positives to relish
from this game.
Perhaps the most obvious
positive from the game was
the performance from Williams.
Williams would tie his
career-high in points with 31,
shooting 11-for-12 12 from
the field and 2-3 from behind
the arc.
“I just took all easy shots,”

Williams said. “I think I just
made the plays given to me.
They just happened to go in.”
The win over Siena
Heights was a step in the right
direction following the Wolverines’ rough loss to topranked Davenport University
on Wednesday.
Davenport blew out the
Wolverines on Feb. 3 by a
score of 97-55.
The Davenport Panthers
(23-3, 17-1 WHAC) showed
UM-Dearborn why they are
the top-ranked team in the nation.
The Panthers shot 54 percent from the field as a team,
and made 16-20 total free
throws.
This led to four Panthers
finding themselves in doubledigit scoring. Wayne Bradford led Davenport with 21
points.
Davenport was also big on
the other side of the ball, putting up an astounding plus 13
turnover differential.
One of the few bright spots
for the Wolverines was a big
game from Ali Farhat.
Farhat led the Wolverines
with 18 points and collected
four rebounds on the night.
Thankfully, UM-Dearborn
was able to collect themselves
and get back on the horse Saturday with the win over Siena
Heights.
The Wolverines look to
stay hungry as they search for
their program record-breaking 14th win of the season.
The search will begin
Wednesday Feb. 10 when
they play Madonna at home.

Wolverines Preparing to Show
What They’re Made Of

By JERAMY STOVER
Sports Editor
@JStover96

With just four games left in the basketball
season, we’ve reached the point of no return.
The games you lost earlier in the season are
forgotten. The only thing that matters is what’s
in front of you.
And what’s in front of the University of
Michigan-Dearborn men’s basketball team
is the most important stretch of games of the
season.
After playing the two giants of the Wolverine-Hoosier Athletic Conference – Davenport
and Cornerstone – the Wolverines have three
winnable games in front of them.
First off is Madonna on Wednesday, the
Wolverines’ rival in the conference. UMDearborn went into the Crusaders’ gym a
month ago and beat them 73-60. And the Wolverines know they’ll be seeking revenge.
Then on Saturday — arguably the biggest
game of this stretch — a road date with Concordia. UM-Dearborn hasn’t beaten the Cardinals since Dec. 4, 2010, which means no
one on this Wolverines roster has had a win
against Concordia.
Concordia is also interesting because it sits
in seventh place in the conference standings,
right behind UM-Dearborn. Both teams share
an 8-10 conference record.
Then to close out the stretch, the Wolverines will travel to Lawrence Tech on Feb. 17
to face the Blue Devils. And while UM-Dearborn won the first matchup 81-59, the next
game will be played on the Blue Devils’ senior
night which will only add motivation.
The players and coaches know the magnitude of these three games. They also know
that this stretch will show what this team is
made of.

“We really got to take care of business.
We’ll really find out if we’re ready or not,”
Senior forward Paul Standtke said.
“Ready for what?” you may ask.
Ready for the conference tournament. UMDearborn hasn’t gone to the playoffs in five
seasons. Which again, means no players on
the current roster have been there.
But if the Wolverines win two of their last
four games, they’ll clinch a spot. But even
head coach Taylor Langley knows, nothing is
for sure.
“They’re incredibly challenging. We’re not
guaranteed a spot in the conference tournament; we’re gonna have to earn it and in order to earn it, we’re gonna have to beat these
teams,” Langley said. “We’re gonna get Madonna’s best effort, and like I said, it’d be
great for our guys to experience beating Concordia for the first time, and man, it’s a tough
schedule.”
It won’t be easy, but the Wolverines are
ready. When the calendar turned over to 2016,
this team turned a new leaf.
In the first half of the season, the Wolverines went in stretches. They’d win a few in
a row, then they’d lose a few in a row. But
the second half has been much different. The
only time UM-Dearborn has lost two in a row
was when they played the top two teams in the
conference back-to-back.
Additions of Deonte Bell and Ali Farhat
have brought much more than extra bodies to
the bench. Bell has brought ball control with
a solid assist-to-turnover ratio, and he’s also
knocking down 51.7 percent of his shots from
the floor.
Farhat has brought a skill set that can be
used on both sides of the floor. His .08 blocks
per game lead all guards on the team. And his
points per game average has slightly increased
after each game and is now over 11.
But in the most important stretch of games
in the season, everyone has to step up their
game, especially the leaders of the team.
“You look for your older guys, your

Preparing to Show
continued on page 7

Hockey Gets Crucial Split After Dropping Friday’s Contest
By ERICK LEHMAN
Managing Editor
@ELehman29

The University of Michigan-Dearborn hockey team is one
step closer to finding themselves in the national tournament in
a couple weeks.
The Wolverines are a near lock to make it into the ACHA
Division-1 tournament, but likely will not find themselves
seeded in the exact place they wanted.
The Wolverines split this weekend’s road series with the
Kent State University Flashes.

UM-Dearborn came out flat, and somewhat shocked, in the
game Friday night, losing by a score of 4-1.
However, Saturday night the Wolverines pulled it together
as freshman Thomas Proudlock earned his first career victory
and shutout for the Wolverines.
It was only the second shutout the Wolverines have collected this season; they had only one last season against Saginaw
Valley State (ACHA Division-3) in the Great Lakes Showcase.
In Friday night’s game, the Wolverines’ lone goal came
from Jeff McFarland, with assists from Andrew Palushaj and
Ryan Urso. Nate Ferris made 18 saves on the game.

On Saturday night McFarland continued to ride his hot
streak, scoring two more goals in the winning effort. Palushaj
added a goal and two assists. Ryan Kelly and John Barlow also
each scored a goal in the win.
Proudlock played all 60 minutes, and stopped all 29 shots he
faced in his first collegiate game.
The Wolverines have one more home game on Saturday,
Feb. 13 at 7:30 p.m. against Adrian College.
The following weekend the Wolverines will host the Great
Lakes Collegiate Hockey League conference tournament before setting off to Chicago for the national tournament.

