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Goocher Wins National Championship

Photo courtesy of Grant MacKenzie/UM-Dearborn wrestling

Marina Goocher, center, is honored after winning a NCWA national championship on March 12. Goocher defeated North Texas’ Avery Sounders in a 3-2 decision.
By RICKY LINDSAY
national championships and first to win a title.
Editor-in-Chief
“We knew Marina had potential to win a title based
@RLindz35
on her prior competitive experience,” MacKenzie said.
UM-Dearborn’s Marina Goocher defeated three
There was no other option for Marina Goocher. She had “Seeing her dominate her first two opponents and win her
opponents during her national championship run.
to get first place.
championship bout was exciting. Most coaches never have
That was the mindset of the University of Michigan- this type of experience. I’m grateful Marina decided to
Dearborn freshman as she competed in the National wrestle at University of Michigan-Dearborn and want her
Round 1— pin
VS.
Collegiate Wrestling Association national championships to focus on being a four-time national champion.”
March 11-12.
Goocher’s first taste at competing in a UM-Dearborn
Marisol Arredondo
Goocher had her eye on the prize, pinning her first uniform came at the national tournament. She had won
Ottawa University
two opponents of the tournament before defeating North 100 matches in high school against males and hoped to
Texas’ Avery Sounders in a 3-2 decision for a national continue competing against the opposite sex come college,
championship. She competed in the 130-pound weight but co-ed wrestling isn’t permitted by the NCWA.
Round 2 — pin
VS.
class.
The lack of competition did not hurt her championship
“That was… my mission,” Goocher said. “I couldn’t let quest — MacKenzie said “the NCWA is trying to grow the
Sadie Bailey
anything else happen.”
Southwest Oregon
numbers by automatically giving each registered female
Goocher said her latest title was the fifth of her career. wrestler a bid to the national tournament” — but it left
She won three United States Girls’ Wrestling Association Goocher wanting more. She hopes to be able to wrestle
titles and one USA Wrestling title last year while a senior against men in the future.
Round 3 — 3-2 decision VS.
at Riverview Community High School.
Goocher wins title
Avery Sounders
According to head coach Grant MacKenzie, Goocher is continued on page 2
North Texas
the first UM-Dearborn wrestler to compete in the NCWA

Road to the Title

Stories for Bill Linn;
A Memorial Celebration
By Yasmine Saleh
Guest Writer

Theresa Smart, along
with many other University
of
Michigan-Dearborn
students
and
faculty
members,
shared
their
beloved memories of the
late Dr. Bill Linn this past
Thursday, March 17, at his
memorial celebration. Linn
passed away Jan. 10.
“We were never just
bodies in a chair or faceless,

what’s
inside
the MJ

nameless students,” said
Smart, who received her
B.A in English from the
university in 2014. “Every
single one of us was an
individual, a person, a
human being.
“That
was
his
superpower, his gift. Each
of us had a story to tell
and he helped us tell them.
He never had a negative
thing to say and helped so
many of us sought out our
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voices. He helped us find
our strengths and build
on them, not point out our
weaknesses. I don’t think
he realized how special he
was or how special his gifts
were or how much of an
effect he had on us. Each
of us here are better to have
known him.”
The celebration was

Stories for Bill Linn
continued on page 2

Lily Calabro/MJ
UM-Dearborn students and faculty members shared their beloved memories of the late
Dr. Bill Linn on March 17 at a memorial celebration for him. Linn died on Jan. 10.
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UM-Dearborn Celebrates Tuition Freedom Day
By Maria Kanso
Staff Writer

To
celebrate
the
philanthropic actions of
donors for the University of
Michigan-Dearborn, Student
Philanthropy
Council
marked Tuesday, March
15 as this year’s Tuition
Freedom Day.
Tuition Freedom day
marks the time when the
tuition money runs out,
and the university becomes
wholly
dependent
on
donations from alumni
members, corporations and
grant money. Occasionally,
this day takes place in
February of every year. This
year, however, it occurred in
March.
“It’s trying to put a
positive spin on a negative
thing
because
tuition
freedom means the day that
tuition runs out, that is, the
day the university is ‘free’
from tuition,” said Fiana
Arbab, a psychology and
women and gender studies
major at UM-Dearborn.
Alumni Relations, Student
Philanthropy Council and
Institutional Advancement
cooperate together to make
students more informed
about different scholarships
and those who help UMDearborn thrive.
Members of the Student
Philanthropy Council set
up tables in CASL building,

the University Center and
Fairlane Center South, and
hosted games that educate
students about different
scholarships
and
the
challenges of budgeting.
“It’s
important
so
students understand that
philanthropy is a core
value for the University of
Michigan-Dearborn,” said
Marsha Mcmunn, assistant
director of Alumni relations
at UM-Dearborn, about
Tuition Freedom Day. “Our
students really rely on
the philanthropic actions
of others, and we hope
that students feel grateful
for what they have and
empowered to give back
themselves one day.”
The four games that were
hosted on Tuesday included
Trivia Crack, Danger Price,
and Easy as 1, 2, 3, where
students had to pick three
scholarships out of six and
arrange them from lowest to
highest.
“Philanthropy is very
important but it doesn’t
have to be monetary
because, in the end, the
goal of philanthropy is to
make a positive change,”
said Arbab. “You are a
philanthropist because you
want to share your resources
to open the doors for others.
You don’t need money to do
that.”

Stories for Bill Linn
continued from page 2
current english student and
Linn’s family members.
They chose to host the
celebration on St. Patrick’s Day
in honor of Linn’s affection for Irish
culture. It was themed as an Irish
Wake, where students, faculty and
family members, shared poems,
stories and songs dedicated to Linn.
Dr. Smith, the master of
ceremonies (MC), began the event
by sharing his favorite moments
with Linn and then introduced the
speakers.
Among the speakers was Dr.

In Danger Price, students
are given a $10-12 price
range and they have to
figure out how many items
they should get from the
bookstore, ranging from
pencils, scantrons, blue
books and notebooks, in
order to match the budget.
The purpose of this game is
to show students that college
is expensive and managing
a budget is highly crucial.
Students who pick the right
number of supplies to match
the budget win a food ticket
or a Victors for Michigan
bracelet.
Also, signs were posted
around
campus
that
contained
information
about scholarships and
the different donations of
philanthropists, such as the
CASL garden and the Geo
rocks in SLRC.
“I think it’s sad that we
celebrate
donors
while
neglecting to hold our
state accountable for this
increasing
reliance
on
donations from individuals,”
said Teiana McGahey, an
urban and religious studies
major at UM-Dearborn.
“Donors will not save
our crumbling education
system and failing state
government.”

Pollard, an English professor and
former colleague of Linn. She
spoke about her fondness of Linn’s
careful instincts and shared the story
of a woman who was published due
to the encouragement of Linn.
“Marvin V. Arnett, a woman in
her sixties, attended UMD, and when
Bill read her first essay, he told her
‘if you could write 20 more of these,
you could have a book.’ Who says
that?” cried Pollard. “But Arnett
took his advice and began writing
those essays. Bill supported her even
when he was on another continent.
He had her send each essay and
gave her feedback, which was pretty
amazing. She completed the 20

Shelby Lubienski/MJ
UM-Dearborn celebrated Tuition Freedom Day with gear at the University Center stage on March 15.

Goocher wins title
continued from page 2

“That’s the ultimate goal, to be able to
compete against the guys so I can actually get
some competition before nationals,” Goocher
said.
Goocher and UM-Dearborn have been
pioneers in women’s wrestling. UMDearborn’s program has been around for only
six months. It is the lone NCWA women’s
wrestling program in the state, and Goocher
Photo courtesy MIPrepZone
is the lone female wrestler from Michigan in
Marina
Goocher,
pictured
during her days as a
the league.
wrestler for Riverview Community High School.
UM-Dearborn’s program is still gaining
traction. MacKenzie hopes the university practicing on campus. UM-D doesn’t own a
recognizes
Goocher’s
accomplishment, wrestling mat and I am a volunteer coach,”
MacKenzie said. The odds of winning were
stating that it is a “huge deal.”
“Marina won a national title without ever against us, but we defeated all obstacles.”
essays he asked for. 90 publishers many spoke about, it was easy for right. I was missing out.”
As the ceremony came to it’s
shut it down, so she self-published Linn to get under your skin.
“He called me a Calvinist!” said end, Dr. Smith left the stand open
as Pieces from Life’s Crazy Quilt.
Years later, her book was published Dr. Smith. “He saw himself as the for anyone interested in sharing a
a second time by The University of provocateur and would say what few final words about Linn. About
Nebraska Press.”
nobody else would.
a dozen of hands shot up, and
It was obvious how much
“He pushed things a little too far, one after another, students took
Linn impacted the university, the but he was able to apologize for his their turn at the front of the room
remaking on their relationship with
department, and most importantly, actions.”
Zachary Hay, a current english Linn, because that is what they were
the very many students who passed
through his classroom. After his student, also commented on Linn’s commemorating — a relationship.
“Death ends a life, not a
passing, the Dean of CASL, Marty intimating side.
“He always commented on my relationship,” said Hershock, “a
Hershock, stated that he received
dozens of emails along the lines of poor taste of poetry. Although this relationship that will not be ending
“Dr. Linn helped me find my voice” got under my skin, it pushed me to with Bill’s passing.”
and “he changed my life.”
expand myself. I was digging into
However, along with the poetry I never thought of reading
encouraging, supportive side that and realized that Professor Linn was
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Get Involved

By RICKY LINDSAY
Editor-in-Chief
@RLindz35

I have been a student at the University of
Michigan-Dearborn for the past five years.
It’s been an incredible time. I’ve met a lot of
great people and have done some memorable
things.
But it all happened because I decided to
become involved in student life.
Before I came to UM-Dearborn straight out
of high school, I wanted to make my college
experience one to remember. I didn’t do much
in high school and thus longed for a completely
opposite experience come college.
Certainly something that is easier said than
done at a commuter college.

Getting involved was a way to make it a
possibility, though.
And if you’re a student who isn’t involved,
you should change that while you still have the
chance.
Far too often I see students who go to class
and return home immediately afterwards. It’s
a tough sight, really. Their college experience
is defined by that. I believe it’s admirable that
UM-Dearborn’s student body is a working one,
but there’s still an opportunity — big or small
— to be an involved college student.
You can go to events that student organizations
put on or become a member. There are several

things going on at UM-Dearborn each week.
And there are so many student organizations on
campus. You don’t have to be a president or on
an executive board to be involved or to have a
memorable college experience.
Some of my fondest memories from my time
at UM-Dearborn come from being involved,
whether it was a trip to Cleveland to watch
Michigan-Ohio State play an outdoor hockey
game or just a typical weekday spent on the
second floor of University Center.
So go to a UM-Dearborn athletics game. Go
to a meeting or event. Get involved while you
have the chance.

Obama of Arabia: An Arab-American Response
to “The Obama Doctrine”
By JULIA KASSEM
Staff Columnist

Barack Obama’s presidency was ushered in by Iraq’s
remnants, another Gaza war and Afghanistan’s eye-of-the-storm
intransigence. The current president will be departing under the
yoke of the Syrian civil war, the threat of ISIS and the pressure to
bring closure, over a course of months, to a crisis that found its
origins dozens of decades prior.
Peppered by the 2011 failure in Libya, the polarizing prospects
of the Iran deal and the chaos in Yemen, the conflict of interest
abroad triggered a competition of interests demanding Obama’s
loyalty. Over the years, his vision has been fettered by a gridlocked
Congress, pervasive lobbying, and the systemic incapacity for
his nation to wean itself off of its military-industrial colic.
The Middle East has increasingly become a litmus test
for Obama’s personal convictions alongside his actions as
Commander in Chief for the past two terms.
“At one point,” noted interviewer Jeffrey Goldberg of The
Atlantic, “I observed to him that he is less likely than previous
presidents to axiomatically side with Saudi Arabia in its dispute
with its archrival, Iran. He didn’t disagree.”
In the course of the interview, the President demonstrated his
frustration with America’s tied and true allies, Israel’s Netanyahu
and Saudi Arabia.
Saudi Arabia, continuing to woo defense contractors such as
Boeing, otherwise faces a struggle in maintaining approval of
the President. While recognizing “Iran...since 1979, has been
an enemy of the United States, and engaged in state sponsored
terrorism,” he urged Saudi Arabia to share the Middle East with
their Iranian opponents. “The competition between the Saudis
and the Iranians — which has helped to feed proxy wars and
chaos in Syria and Iraq and Yemen — requires us to say to
our friends as well as to the Iranians that they need to find an
effective way to share the neighborhood and institute some sort
of cold peace.”
From proxy wars in Yemen to the infamous beheading
of Sheikh Al-Nimr, it’s simple to see how Saudi Arabia’s

By MONICA SABELLA
Web Editor

dangerous.”
Contrary to the narrative often latched onto Obama’s antideterrent decision, the Iran deal was not a matter of political or
ideological compatibility between the President and Iran. But it
is a step in the right direction of pragmatic de-escalation policy.
And de-escalating conflict is top on Obama’s agenda as he
spends the next eight to 10 months tying up the loose odds and
ends in all matters foreign policy. Constantly criticized for his
lack of action in Syria, a main policy platform behind the GOP
has been to callously and effortlessly destroy ISIS.
However, even with a foreign policy based upon calculation
and resolution rather than conflict and tenacity, Obama hesitantly
made the decision to authorize the CIA to train and fund Syrian
Photo courtesy of nationalgeographic.com.
rebels. When considering the president’s advisory board,
horrendous track record of human rights comes into conflict however, it was a clear act of domestic diplomacy. It was,
with the Democratic Nobel Peace Prize winner. Despite King essentially, the bargaining act between the Commander in Chief
Salman’s vows to reform the kingdom, Saudi Arabia has done and pro-interventionist US ambassador to the United Nations
a good amount on its end to escalate its brinkmanship through Samantha Power. But he remains cautious, summarizing his
proxy wars and state sponsored brutality.
foreign policy motives succinctly: “Don’t do stupid shit.”
Obama’s antipathy towards tribalism — a force he sees as
Obama’s actions seem to be in line with a majority of Arabs
exasperating and reinforcing political tensions and strife in the who oppose military action in Iran and Syria, having consistently
Middle East — is a conviction as anecdotal as it is a purely responded negatively to such campaigns in these countries or
political statement. Comparing the negative effects on tribalism the support of occupation. Perhaps these groups would find
in Kenya to its fractionalization of the Middle East, he looks solace with a president that has departed from a foreign policy
upon it with suspicion. Just as Plato or George Washington entrenched in the American exceptionalist mirage and otherwise
demonstrated their antagonisms towards the fractionalizing responsive towards more conducive American values of selfand fragmenting outcomes of factions in a society, Obama too determination and liberty.
vocalized how the “power of tribal division” would be “the
A retrospective revisitation of the well-overdue precedents
source of a lot of destructive acts.”
in foreign policy Obama worked so hard to cultivate faces
“Obama is a gambler, not a bluffer,” said a former National endangerment under the threat of the next election. The thought
Security Council Advisor in response to Ehud Barak’s concerns of a Clinton or Trump presidency should be a strategic as well
that Obama would not follow through on his 2012 assurance to as moral anathema to this nation that would admittedly have
keep a nuclear weapon out of the hands of Iran.
learned nothing by casting its ballot for either candidate. Perhaps
And his decision to take on the Iran deal was a gamble, indeed. a Trump or Clinton victory would be a testament to a nation
“It (the deal) was far more pragmatic and minimalist,” that has learned to drown out the precautionary cries of it’s own
Susan Rice, former US ambassador to the United Nations, said. conscience with the anesthetizing serenade of all-American
“The aim was to make a dangerous country substantially less establishment exceptionalism.

Potential for Success

Last week, news reached the public of a new law under
consideration in Italy which will move to prevent food waste in
grocery centers around the country.
The bill was well-received and substantially supported by the
Italian Parliament and will likely be passed sometime next week
according to Italian newspaper La Repubblica.
According to Huffington Post, the law will allow grocery stores
to receive a tax reduction on trash collection costs in exchange for
distributing unsold produce to the needy in the community. The
law would require them to declare their contribution only once a
month, five days before donating.
Italy will be the second country to initialize such a law, preceded
only by France, who assumes a more dominant position, fining
vendors for not donating excess food. A Scandinavian store hit the
news earlier this month which sells only expired food products.
With these growing efforts to reduce food wastage appearing
in the news, you can’t help but wonder where the United States
stands in all this.
According to the United States Department of Agriculture, the
U.S. wasted about 30-40 percent of its food supply in 2010. This
number is a combination of food consumption on both sides of the
spectrum, the retail and consumer.

flawed, it gets tossed into the dumpster and sent to a landfill —
mountains of food left to rot.
Although food is biodegradable, there are drawbacks to this
procedure. The decomposing food turns into methane gas, a
greenhouse gas and a large contributor of global warming, which
affects agriculture in its own turn.
That’s not even touching the amount of poverty and hunger
present in our country. Over 48.1 million Americans exist
in poverty-stricken homes where the next meal is almost as
unpredictable as the day’s lottery ticket number.
The waste is unnecessary and the need is evident, and already
the different countries of Europe are finding ways to alleviate the
stress on their public. The U.S. Department of Agriculture and
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency made efforts in the past
to reduce waste, encouraging food manufacturers, restaurants,
Photo courtesy of nationalgeographic.com. stores and others in the food industry to improve production
In an article written by Fox News, this amounts to approximately development, donate to hunger relief organizations and recycle
1.5 trillion pounds of food, 1.5 billion pounds more than when food waste. But these weren’t enforced in any way and not
measured in 2010 and comes to about $165 billion dollars annually. promoted through incentives.
To put it into perspective, last June, USA Today calculated that to
Just think how much more successful incorporating a law like
be $640 worth of food per household wasted per year.
that in Italy or expired food stores like in Denmark. So much waste
So, where is all this food going? The majority of the waste in the United States and so many in need. All we need is a more
occurs on the retail side of production, which is what makes the organized strategy and everyone would have more all around.
proposal in Italy so brilliant. Here in the U.S., however, when food
gets too close to its expiration date or is somewhat aesthetically

The Break Up

By zoha rehman
Staff Columnist

Is there anyone not addicted to social media? Is there anyone who doesn’t have social media? Let’s be honest now, how
many times do we check our social media accounts? Tell me
you don’t care about your follower to following ratio.
Try not checking your phone for an hour. Okay, fine. Stop
crying — half an hour. The first world struggle, right?
I’ve seen people judge someone for not having a snapchat,
and apparently not having a certain social media account
makes a person weird. Most likely, this person is not weird.
Honestly, it’s okay to break up with your addicted-self once in
awhile and not check your phone for notifications. I promise,
it’s healthy.

The Michigan Journal wants
to know how you found your
careerpath!
If interested in sharing your
story, please email:
umd.mj.opinions@gmail.com

Photo courtesy of businessesgrow.com.
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PARTYNEXTDOOR
Surprises Fans
By jessica Perez
Staff Writer

After surprising SXSW
festival-goers by performing
with Drake and the rest of
the OVO Sound team, artist
PARTYNEXTDOOR
had
another surprise awaiting his
fans. Around 3 a.m. on March
20, he dropped “Come and
See Me,” the first single from
his upcoming album, P3, that
he’s shared with listeners. In
less than 24 hours it garnered
over one million plays on
SoundCloud and the attention
of dozens of music bloggers.
The track was produced
by fellow OVO member
Noah “40” Shebib, who
has stripped away some of
the pounding trap elements

we’re used to hearing on
PA R T Y N E X T D O O R ’ s
records. 40 preserves PND’s
signature late-night bedroom
style, but adds in what he
often refers to as “lo-fi or
underwater sounds,” which
gives the song its moody
ambiance.
While many of PND’s
classics are dirty in lyrical
content, “Come and See Me”
has a softer quality that his
songs wouldn’t normally
demonstrate. It’s about the
struggle of balancing a busy
lifestyle and maintaining a
long distance relationship. He
says, “things change, people
change, feelings change,
too. I never thought the
circumstances would have

changed you.” It is rumored
that he wrote this about his
falling out with R&B singer
Kehlani.
And who better to join
him on such an emotionally
expressive
track
than
someone who’s no stranger
to singing about his feelings?
Fellow rapper Drake gets the
last word (or verse, rather)
with some helpless thoughts
about his girl slipping away.
This feature is a perfect
ending to “Come and See
Me” because Drake’s familiar
vocals blend seamlessly into
the environment laid out by
40’s soulful beat and PND’s
smooth tone without stealing
away the spotlight.
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Shelton Wears
Heart on Sleeve
in New Single

Photo courtesy of blakeshelton.com
By hannah genig
Staff Writer

Photo courtesy of hiphopearly.com

Van Gogh Painted
Documentary
in the Works
By chasidy hall
Staff Writer

in the film is a handmade oil painting. It took

William Vincent Van Gogh is one of the

over one hundred artists to paint the film shot

most recognized painters in the world. He

by shot. “The film accumulated 720 paintings

is known for his famous 19th century works

in just one minute, which is a large amount,”

of post impressionism art such as The Starry

as The Insider reported. It will feature over

Night, Cafe Terrace at Night, and Wheat Field

120 of Van Gogh’s works as told through

With Cypresses. A film about the painter’s life

the characters that he brought to life in his

entitled “Loving Vincent” is currently being

paintings. The plot of the film was created

made and will feature painted animated works

using a combination of over 800 of Gogh’s

of art which will capture the style of Van

handwritten letters; it includes the events

Gogh's paintings. This will be the first painted

relating to his unfortunate death and harsh life.

feature in the world.

The studio is recruiting additional painters

According to Huffington Post, “The film

to finish the film. Participants who are selected

is directed by Polish Painter Dorota Kobiela

will train by using Van Gogh’s painting style

and filmmaker Hugh Welchman.” Each frame

which will be featured in the movie.

In 2015, Blake Shelton fans all over the world witnessed the upsetting and surprising breakup
between him and fellow country star Miranda Lambert. In his first single since, Shelton pulls on
listeners’ heartstrings with a song obviously written about his recent failed marriage.
This new song, “Came Here to Forget,” was released on March 8. The opening lines tell the
story of a man desperately trying to get over an ex and drowning his sorrows in the company
of another heartbroken person. As the song progresses, Shelton sings of revenge, in the form of
drinking until he and his new companion can no longer remember their sadness infringed upon
them by past lovers.
From a lyrical standpoint, this song encompasses the exact procedures taken when dealing
with the typical breakup. The song describes drinking and the constant checking of the phone as
main characteristics of the recently heartbroken. In addition, Shelton sings of meeting someone
new, someone who he kisses and spends time with in an effort to forget the other girl.
The lyrics to this new song fit perfectly with the music they are put to. The slow, melancholy
feel of the song makes for a believable scenario and seems synonymous with most generic
country breakup songs.
One of my favorite things about Blake Shelton as an artist is his ability to make his music
relatable. In each and every song, he caters to the normalcy of everyday life and love and this
song is no exception. Whether you are currently experiencing a nasty breakup or reminiscing
about when your high school sweetheart broke your heart, this song is an easy one to both relate
to and sing along to.
Not only do I enjoy this new single that he released, I applaud him for the message he
portrays. Being a celebrity couple in the limelight, a simple separation can be easily blown out
of proportion and skewed for the public view. While many singers would refrain from showing
this raw emotion, I commend Shelton for showing his fans exactly how he feels and exactly
where his heart is after the divorce.

New Music
Spotlight
March 22 Playlist

Recent Song Releases to Check Out

The Word Alive
Face to Face
M83
Solitude
Lyves
Darkest Hour
Frightened Rabbit
Lump Street
HAELOS
Full Circle
Randy Houser
Song Number 7
The Summer Set
Jean Jacket

Photo courtesy of pleasantwalls
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CSI: Candyland

A Not-So-Sweet Short Story
By jenna wos
Copy Editor

Editor’s Note: This is a two
part fictional piece. Part two
will run next week.
Blood.
A black cherry-tinted
pool puddled on the icing
floor and splattered on the
frosted windows.
Dead.
The King’s heart pierced
by a peppermint stick.
When I was young,
Gramma Nutt told stories
about
Candy
Castle.
Colossal ice cream cones
— strawberry, blueberry,
pistachio, and banana —
twisting towards the sky;
cotton candy clouds raining
marshmallows;
lollipops
dotting the lemon-lime
lawn. I’ve always dreamed
of coming here myself, but
I didn’t think it would be for
this reason.
When I arrived at the
castle, Candyland Police
Department
officers
sprinkled the crime scene,
taking photographs and
collecting
evidence.
I
approached Sheriff Sugar.
“Nelson
Nutt,
Candyland’s
Chief
Investigator. Nice to finally
meet you.” Sugar was in
charge at the Northeast
Precinct; I was stationed
at Southwest. “Have you
talked to the Queen?” I
asked as I stepped around
the pool of blood and looked
at the victim.

“Yeah. She says that she
and the Princess were baking
gingerbread men when she
heard a scream from the
other room. She told Lolly
to frost the cookies, then
found the King mangled on
his throne.”
Death by candy cane,
what a way to go.
“Does her story check
out?”
“Yeah. The chef was in
the kitchen with them when
they heard the scream. I told
her you’d be working on the
investigation. She said she
wants to talk to you. She
feels more comfortable with
a childhood friend.”
Frostine’s family has a
cabin next door to Gramma
Nutt’s in Peanut Acres, so
we used to play together
when we were kids. Summer
days were spent hiding and
seeking underneath the
chestnut trees and trying
to cross the Molasses
Swamp without Gloppy the
Molasses Monster splashing
us with his sticky-sweet
goop. It wasn’t until we
were older that Frostine
traded in making almond
clusters at Gram’s house for
boating on Snowflake Lake
with the future King, who
had chosen her as his bride.
“Well, it’s been a while,
but I understand. Where is
she?”
“Last I heard, she was
in her room packing. She

said she’s going to leave
the castle because she can’t
stand to be here and she
doesn’t feel safe. She’s
taking Lolly with her to their
cabin in Peanut Acres. She
might have gone already.”
“Okay. If she left, I know
where her cabin is. I’ll head
out soon, but I want to take
a look around first.”
Aside from the red and
white weapon, the room
was clean of clues. The
evidence wasn’t much,
but I knew I had to talk to
Mr. Mint. I didn’t know
if he had a motive, as he
has always been a friendly
lumberjack,
chopping
down trees and keeping to
himself. Just because the
murder weapon came from
Peppermint Forest didn’t
necessarily mean that he
was the killer, but he might
have information.
“Any other suspects
besides Mint?” I asked the
Sheriff.
“Frostine said that Lord
Licorice was asking for
money from the King last
night at dinner, but the
King refused. She said he’s
always creeped around
the castle, but she doesn’t
think that he would kill his
own brother. I’ve always
thought he was a slimy soul,
but because there isn’t any
evidence, we can’t make an
arrest. I’m going to stop by
Licorice Lagoon to talk to

him. You find Frostine then
head over to Mint’s place.
Keep me updated.”
Every stretch of road a
different flavor, 23 cherry,
green apple, lemon, and
grape miles laid ahead
of me. The journey to
Peppermint Forest was a
lengthy one, but fascinating
nonetheless. First, I had to
make a stop to see Frostine.
Over the swamp and
through the woods to
Gramma Nutt’s we go! rang
in my head as I started down
Candyland Lane towards
Peanut Acres. I crossed the
cookie bridge that passes
over the coffee-colored
muck where Gloppy lives
and through the cashew
trees. Since Gramma’s
cabin was just up the trail, I
decided to stop by.
“Oh my little Nelsy!
How are you deary?!
Come in, come in, have a
cashew cluster!” Gramma
welcomed me into her
home. “I have a guest in
the other room — come say
hello!”
I followed Gramma into
the kitchen to find a little
girl sitting at the almond
table,
making
peanut
butter brownies. Wearing
a sunshine dress decorated
with suckers, rosy curls
danced on her head.
“Hello, Princess Lolly!
Nice to meet you. I’m
Nelson.” I said as she stared

at her bowl of ingredients.
“Are you here to take
me back to the castle?” she
demanded as she looked me
up and down and returned
to stirring the batter.
“I’m sorry, but I’m just
here to visit my Gramma.
Are you having fun baking
with her?”
“No,” she said as she
rolled her lavender eyes. “I
just want to go home.”
“Where is Frostine?” I
whispered as I turned to
Gramma.
She dragged me back into
the living room and sat me
down on a chestnut chair.
“I’m sure you know that
tragedy has struck in the
Kingdom. Poor Frosty is
such a mess right now and
she doesn’t want Lolly to
see her this way. She asked
if I could watch her for the
day because she needs time
to herself.”
“Hmm. Sheriff Sugar said
she wanted to talk to me. Do
you know where she is?”
“She said she wasn’t sure
where she was going —
maybe to Snowflake Lake
— but she was positive that
she would be back tonight.”
“Okay. Thanks, Gram.
Could you do something for
me? I need you to keep an
eye out to see if anything
suspicious is going on.”
“Of course, deary! If
anything happens, I’ll let
you know.”

With that, I was on my
way to Peppermint Forest,
the only place where candy
canes are found. I could take
the shortcut across Licorice
Lagoon, but it was getting
dark and Lord Licorice
gave me the creeps. He
was always hiding in the
shadows of the woods, and
he might be a killer. Instead,
I took the main road, pulling
out my toffee telephone to
call the Sheriff.
“Hey Sugar, it’s Nelson.
I just stopped by Peanut
Acres to find Frostine, but
she wasn’t there. She left
Lolly with my Gramma
because she needed to be
alone. She might be at
Snowflake Lake. Did you
talk to Licorice?”
“Not yet. I stopped by the
lagoon but he wasn’t there.
He has a vacation home on
Molasses Swamp, so I’m
headed back north. Have
you found anything else?”
“Not yet. I’m almost to
Peppermint Forest, though.
I’ll let you know.”
With just one pineapple
mile separating me from
Mr. Mint’s house, my phone
rang.
“Hello?”
“Nelsy? It’s Gramma,”
she said in a panicked voice.
“Gram, what’s wrong?”
“Lolly is missing!”
To be continued...
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Get To Know:
Social Justice League
By TERRY LAKINS
Student Life Editor

The Social Justice League is a student organization that focuses on social equality and
fighting social injustices. The SJL is defined
for lacking a traditional hierarchy associated with most student organizations and for
adapting transformative methods for solving issues. Fiana Arbab, the president of the
organization, said that members of the SJL
strive to achieve things by making sure everyone’s voice is heard and to look at things
from every unique and diverse perspective.
“Social Justice League is a platform for
passionate human beings to make a change
in their community and in the world,” Arbab
said. “We work with the underlying belief of
social justice and social equality.”
Arbab said that members meet weekly on
Wednesday from 1-2 p.m. and 5-6 p.m. During these meetings any timely social issues,
ongoing projects and proposed ideas are discussed. Some common social issues that are
talked about include feminism, classism, racism and colonialism.
Arbab said that outside of their regular
weekly meetings, the SJL lacks a defined
structure and the organization works depending on which issues or social injustices are
happening at that time. Arbab said the reason the SJL does this is because she feels any
good social movement has to have flexibility
and you don’t get that when you run with a
bureaucratic or hierarchical system. She also
said a standard hierarchy doesn’t allow good
opportunities to hear every perspective or
new ideas.
“We do not adhere to the bureaucratic or
hierarchy system that is in every other organization, big or small,” Arbab said. “Although I am president, sometimes I forget
that I am because I don’t run it like I’m in
charge.”
Arbab said when the SJL finds a social issue, they apply a number of concepts
that could possibly work, depending on the
situation. One method is the legal system,
where members will meet with city council
members and community leaders to bring
about some kind of change. An example of
this, Arbab said, is the Syrian refugee crisis. Members will counteract racism by declaring public support for the refugees and
will get a city to agree to receiving them by
gaining support from its community leaders.
Arbab said this helps fight against racist attitudes and links the issue to racism in a nonconfrontational way.
Another method the SJL uses is protesting, which is a direct action. Arbab said during protests they always organize a series of

statements to the people they want to change,
the people who are impacted and the general
public. The reason for this is to make sure the
message the SJL is trying to send doesn’t get
corrupted or lost in translation.
Another method is relational building,
which could occur either on its own or after
protesting. She said building relationships
with the community, in and outside of the issue they are fighting, is crucial. Arbab said
this is important because showing solidarity
and interacting with residents and community members is important to find common
ground, keeping everyone on the same page
and building friendships. An example of this,
Arbab said, is volunteering for disturbing
water at the Sylvester Broome Center for
the residents of Flint due to the water crisis.
She said they were able to interact with the
residents and really get an understanding of
their issues. She also said they are going to
help strategize the implementation of an educational program for kids and adults alike to
help the residents of Flint.
Despite having set concepts and ideas for
fighting social injustice, Arbab said that their
methods are always changing and expanding.
“We always work from a place of compassion and understanding,” Arbab said. “We are
always mindful, respectful and we believe in
a transformative solution.”
Arbab said that fighting for social justice
can be difficult, especially when going up
against institutions, traditions, concepts and
ideas that have become normalized in society. She also said getting people to understand what they are fighting against is just as
hard.
“We may be combating such abstract concepts, but we are trying make people understand the justice we seek,” Arbab said. “The
more voices we include, the more effective
ways we can get to sustainable solutions.”
Arbab said at least once a month the SJL
will hold a potluck at a designated member’s
house where everyone brings a dish to share
and members just hang out to take a break
from fighting for social justice. Arbab also
said that despite the idea of relaxing, social
issues may still be addressed.
Michael Mchahwar, a member of the SJL,
said that being a part of this organization has
become a big part of his college experience
at the University of Michigan.
“The social justice league is like family to
me on a personal level,” Mchahwar said. “On
a bigger scale, it means to inspire change socially and other people to do the same.”
Anyone interested in joining can contact
Arbab at sarbab@umich.edu.

Logo courtesy of SJL

Chancellor Little Connects
With Students At Town
Hall Style Meeting
By TERRY LAKINS
Student Life Editor

The Student Government held a town
hall meeting with Chancellor Daniel
Little on Wednesday, March 16 from
12-2 p.m. at Kochoff Hall in the University Center. This meeting allowed
Chancellor Little to speak on relevant
issues to the students.
President of Student Government,
Bradley Pischea, started the ceremony
with a video about Inclusion week. The
video had interviews with students and
faculty talking about what they like
about inclusion week, the atmosphere
of the week itself and how it affects the
students.
Afifah Latif, the director of inclusion
for Student Government, introduced
Chancellor Little. Latif was happy
Chancellor Little took the time to learn
about relevant issues of the students and
answer their questions.
“We value our relationship with the
chancellor,” Latif said. “It gives the
chancellor a chance to keep a pulse with
the student body.”
Chancellor Little praised all of the
student organizations and students for
wisdom, leadership and being inclusive.
Chancellor Little said being inclusive
was the only way to stop racism, sexism, religious bigotry and other issues.
“What we are creating on our campus is inclusiveness with a difference,”
Chancellor Little said. “We also learn
more about ourselves.”
Some of the issues Little spoke about

were the hatred of the current presidential campaign, the need to replace the
engineering lab and the difficulties of
figuring out how to make an inclusive
environment. Chancellor Little also
said that becoming inclusive doesn’t
have a set formula, but the need for creative thinking.
“We are on our journey of discovery,” Chancellor Little said. “This is beyond numerical representation.”
After the initial speech, students got
the chance to ask the chancellor their
own questions. Some of the questions
asked were about the recruitment of
more diverse staff, what the ideal vision
of Greek Life is, and how to strengthen
ties with the other U-M campuses.
Chancellor Little also said that when
dealing with an insensitive faculty
member, an educational approach is
taken. He also brought up the concept
of stereotype threat, where the slightest hint of conveying a stereotype can
cause performance interference to others, even if it’s unintentional.
After the Q & A session, the audience
was given a chance to talk casually with
Chancellor Little in a more intimate setting. The chancellor said it filled him up
with pride to connect with the students
and to get to know their lives.
“We maintain our differences while
learning and retaining our respect for
each other,” Chancellor Little said. “We
never stop having our own identities,
but learn from others’ experiences.”

Amber Ainsworth/MJ
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Afifah Latif introduces Chancellor Little.

Bradley Pischea starts the town hall meeting.
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Chancellor Little listens while he is introduced.

Chancellor Little speaks about revelant issues.
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UM-Dearborn hockey team celebrates after winning the GLCHL tournament. They defeated Davenport in the finals 3-2 in overtime.
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Season Review: Hockey Falls Short of Dream, But Season Was a Success
By ERICK LEHMAN
Managing Editor
@ELehman29

The UM-Dearborn hockey team may not
have won a national championship, and may
have exited the national tournament in a way
they did not expect, but the season was a raging success in head coach Chris Haltinner’s
third full season as the head guy behind the
bench.
The Wolverines season ended with a stinging 8-1 loss to Central Oklahoma.
Despite the loss, the Wolverines were able
to accomplish a lot in the long season.
The team defeated Adrian three times, including a win in the GLCHL playoffs semifinal game.
They swept Oakland on the season,the first
time in school history.
The Wolverines won the GLCHL playoffs,
a tournament in which they hosted by knocking off the sixth, and fifth ranked teams in the
nation in consecutive games.
They also qualified for the ACHA national
tournament, and they went 1-1 in the tournament, losing in the second round, or sweet sixteen round of the tournament.
This team accomplished a lot, and put UMDearborn hockey on the map, without a doubt.
Haltinner has had winning on his mind
since taking over, and his team has won. They
have not reached the ultimate prize yet, but
he is building a team that is ready to compete.
I am going to make my selections for team
awards.
MVP: Nate Ferris, goaltender.
Ferris is the backbone of this team. He finished last season on a bit of a rough note, and
lost some time in the last few series to backup
goaltender Dave Bryant. This year however,
Ferris held steady as the started, and only sat
a couple games when a breather was needed.

Spring Preview: Defense
continued from page 7
tions, the Wolverines will be
seeing some new faces along
with one familiar one.
Replacing LB Joe Bolden
who totaled 83 tackles in 2015
will be a tough task, but the
Wolverines have the depth.
Senior Ben Gedeon is no
stranger to the bright lights,
seeing playing time regularly
over the last two seasons. He
totaled 34 tackles in 2015.
Junior Noah Furbush could
also be a potential diamond
in the rough. Furbush played
only nine games in 2015, but
is poised to see more playing
time in 2016.
Jabrill Peppers will also be
joining the linebacker core in
2016, likely as the strong-side
(SAM) linebacker.

Ferris finished the regular season with a 16-2
record, and added three more wins to his record during the GLCHL playoffs. Ferris finished the season with a 20-3 record after the
national tournament. Prior to nationals, he
stopped nearly 93% of the shots he faced, and
allowed just over two goals per game. Down
the stretch of the regular season the Wolverines were without their leading scorer, and Ferris proved to be the anchor of the Wolverines.
He stole games, including the final two games
of the GLCHL playoffs when they Wolverines defeated Adrian, and Davenport by only
one goal each. The sophomore goaltender has
earned respect from other teams around the
conference as Davenport players commented
at the national tournament that Ferris was one
of the better net minders in the country, and
that he has the capabilities to steal games on
a regular basis. Ferris will have two years of
eligibility remaining with the team, and will
without a doubt be the spine of the Wolverines
for his final two years.
Honorable Mentions: Jeff McFarland, Andrew Palushaj, Nic LaBurn, Tyler Groat
Most Improved: Andrew Palushaj, forward
Last season Palushaj earned a player of
the week award, and mentioned his goal was
to remain healthy for an entire season, as he
has had a career filled with nagging injuries.
Palushaj ended up sitting a majority of the
second half last year, and was poised to make
a strong return this year. He did just that, and
stepped up when the Wolverines needed him
the most. Palushaj finished the year with 16
goals, and 16 assists, tallying 32 total points
on the season. Palushaj played majority of
the season on the top line for the Wolverines,
and his offensive output kept him in that spot.
Palushaj went on a hot streak after leading
goal scorer Tyler Groat went down with an

Rather than play as a defensive back, the Wolverines
will use Peppers as their every down hybrid linebacker/
safety. Peppers seems fit in
perfectly, with his speed and
athleticism to chase down ball
carriers and cover tight ends
and his balance and power
will help to ward off run
blockers.
Peppers moving to LOLB
does mean he will stay out of
the defensive backfield, but it
does not mean the Wolverines
will leave a crippling hole
there.
Jourdan Lewis will return
to play in his senior season as
a defensive back after a stellar 2015 season with the Wolverines. Lewis set a school
record by breaking up 20 pass
attempts. He also led all underclassmen on the team with

50 tackles.
Possible partners for Lewis
in the backfield come in freshmen David Long and LeVert
Hill.
Like Gary, Long and Hill
will not be participating in the
spring game as they are not on
campus yet.
However, Hill and Long
hopping on board puts pressure on all active defensive
backs to play for their jobs in
the spring game.
Channing Stribling will be
looking to earn a starting job
in the defensive backfield in
2016. Stribling will likely be
motivated by the competitive
incoming freshmen.
Look for senior safety Delano Hill, big brother of LaVert
Hill, to lead his family and
team by example in 2016.

injury, and he and linemate Jeff McFarland
did a fantastic job in leading the offense down
the stretch. Like Ferris, McFarland, and Ryan
Urso, Palushaj has two years of eligibility remaining, and provides a veteran scoring presence for the Wolverines as they continue to
build a powerhouse team.
Honorable Mentions: Nate Ferris
Freshman of the Year: Tyler Groat, forward
This choice was actually quite difficult, so
we will be handing out another award as well.
Groat went down with an injury in January
against Adrian, and missed the remainder of
the season from that point on. Prior to the injury, Groat was on a tear. he tallying 25 goals,
and 12 assists for 37 total points in only 21
games this season. Groat was the go-to forward for the 21 games that he played, and
without a doubt will be the top forward next
year when he returns. Teams feared Groat
when he was on the ice, and when opponents
began to key on him defensively it opened up
opportunities for other players on the ice to
make a play. Groat will be around for three
more years, and will look to lead the Wolverines back into the national tournament.
Non-Tyler Groat Freshman of the Year:
Nic LaBurn, forward/defense
LaBurn played a pivotal role for the Wolverines. Late in the season UM-Dearborn began to suffer injuries, and other issues, and
LaBurn stepped in played both forward and
defense along with freshman Kevin Bechard.
He finished the season with 34 points, including 15 goals and 19 assists. Without a doubt
LaBurn will be an integral part of the Wolverines roster going forward. The question is,
will Haltinner move him to defense on a full
time basis if he is able to sign a bevy of talented forwards, or will he keep him as a top
line power forward?

Honorable Mentions: Kevin Bechard
Heart and Soul Award: Jeff McFarland,
forward
This award goes to a player who consistently gave 110% on the ice. McFarland was a
player this season who on a regular basis skated as hard as he could, whether it was at the
end of his shift, or the beginning. You rarely,
if ever saw McFarland dogging it on the ice.
The constant high effort gave McFarland a lot
of scoring opportunities. He led the team in
scoring as he tallied 18 goals and 20 assists
for a total of 40 points in 29 games played
this season. Haltinner defined him as a point a
game guy, and he has been that since arriving
on campus this season. McFarland will be the
leader of the Wolverines forwards unit along
with Palushaj, Groat, LaBurn, and Bechard
going forward and joins that group of player
who a coach can build a team around.
Honorable Mentions: Tyler Dalton, Andrew Spiegel, John Barlow, Gino Darin
Haltinner has quite the bevy of young talent to build around. The Wolverines will be
parting ways with two seniors, Ryan Kelly,
and Kevin Filthaut.
If any weakness were found by opponents
it would be the lack of defensive depth, and
Haltinner knows that. The key for him in this
offseason will be to recruit a couple of defensemen who can come in and eat up big minutes on the blue line. Wolverine captain Ryan
Urso seemed to get little to no rest during
games as he was almost always on the ice due
to a depth issue.
If Haltinner can find a few diamonds in the
rough, or another pure scoring forward like
Groat to team up with his already extremely
impressive forward lines, the Wolverines will
be a force next season.

O’Korn Easy Choice at QB

the collegiate level, but he’s been a dud in his
few opportunities. He redshirted last year after losing the starting job to Rudock.
Speight, a third-year sophomore, led Michigan to a last-minute win against Minnesota
last season after entering the game for an injured Rudock.
While both quarterbacks were talented
preps, it’s hard to believe they’ll be able to
supplant O’Korn, who logged 19 games and
618 pass attempts worth of experience at
Houston.
For now, though, competition brings out
the best in everyone. With the spring game on
April 1 and fall camp months away, there’s no
rush for a starter. But when a decision must be
made, O’Korn is an easy choice.

continued from page 7
similar trajectory.
Rudock was considered to be a game manager when Michigan picked him up last summer. O’Korn is a pro-style quarterback who
can thrive in Harbaugh’s NFL offense, the
kind of passer Michigan has longed for since
Chad Henne.
247Sports projected his 2016 statistics
based on Rudock’s improvements from 2014
to 2015. O’Korn is projected to throw for
3,860 yards, 35 touchdowns and 18 interceptions while completing 60.3 percent of his
passes. The yardage, touchdown and interception totals would best the program’s previous
single-season marks.
O’Korn still has to beat out Shane Morris and Wilton Speight, the other two quarterbacks who boast game experience in their
college careers, before any of those numbers
can happen.
Morris, a fourth-year junior, hasn’t had
much of a chance to showcase his abilities at

Alva T. Earley
P.O. Box 303
La Junta, CO 81050-0303
(719) 468-2607
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Photo courtesy of Daniel Salva
Matt Daratony carries the ball against Tennessee Wesleyan. UM-Dearborn defeated the Bulldogs 15-10 on March 4.

Lacrosse Struggles to Keep Pace with Grove City
By JERAMY STOVER
Sports Editor
@JStover96

The night was chilled and the wind was brisk.
But it was a colder night for one team, and that was evident
quick.
The University of Michigan-Dearborn lacrosse team was
blown away Friday night, losing to Grove City 14-3.
It didn’t take long for Grove City to get going, and once
they did, there was no stopping them.
Around five minutes into the first quarter, Grove City’s leading scorer David Hall found the back of the net. The visiting
team would go on to score two more in the next three minutes
to get a quick 3-0 lead.
With just one second remaining in the first quarter, Grove
City would strike again on a shot from Daniel Casselli. This
raised their lead to 6-0.
It took until nearly three and a half minutes left in the second
quarter for the Wolverines to get their first goal of the night.
As the Wolverines gained possession of the ball and entered
Grove City’s zone, they called a timeout to set up a play and try
and spark the offense. It worked perfectly.
Shortly after play resumed following the timeout, Mitchell
Stapleton ripped a shot past the Grove City goalie to get his
team on the scoreboard.
But as the second half began, it was apparent the goal wasn’t

going to spark enough magic for UM-Dearborn.
Grove City scored three straight goals near the halfway
point of the third quarter to spring the team out to a nine goal
lead.
Shortly after the three goal run, Matthew Rosteck would record the Wolverines second goal of the evening. But just thirty
two seconds later, Grove City would strike again – jumping
their lead back up to nine.
Brendan Salva would score in the fourth quarter for the
Wolverines, but at that point the game was all but over.
Head coach Jason Watts didn’t waste any time giving credit
to Grove City, who is the ninth ranked team in the country.
“[Grove City] is a very talented team from top to bottom; we
knew they were going to be tough. They have a very potent offense. They’re very disciplined on defense. They didn’t make
many mistakes today,” Watts said. “We knew we were going to
have to play at a high level to compete with them today.”
With his goal in the second quarter, Stapleton extends his
goal streak to six games. Salva recorded his team leading 14th
goal.
Assistant coach Mike Wagner was impressed by how fundamentally sound Grove City played. Their discipline and rare
mistakes were something that definitely caught Wagner’s attention.
“[Grove City] played boring, fundamental lacrosse and they
scored 14 goals. That is lacrosse as a way it’s supposed to be

played. They didn’t get cute they didn’t do anything silly; they
just went down, were very disciplined, got into their sets, ran it
and it worked, and that’s it that’s all there is to it. They are just
a very sound team, top to bottom,” Wagner said.
Casselli led all scorers with four goals during the contest.
Lukas Toburen followed Casselli’s lead recording three goals
of his own.
Wolverines’ goalie David Stephanoff took a shot to the upper chest and was taken out of the game after getting shaken
up. He would return to the field later in the quarter. Stephanoff
would record 10 saves on the evening.
Benjamin Dumm was critical for keeping the Wolverines’
offense quiet most of the night. The Grove City goalie stopped
10 of the 13 shots he faced, including a few impressive saves.
As the season passes the halfway point for the Wolverines,
Watts isn’t worried about their record. He said he looks at progression in his team from week-to-week and that is the top
priority.
“Can’t dwell on this. I’m happy with how we played today… few things we have to clean up. We’re still a young
team. We’re going to make some mistakes. We’re still learning. It’s all a teaching moment for the next game,” Watts said.
“Every week we’re just looking for progression. We just got to
keep grinding through and improve every week.”
UM-Dearborn will look to get back on track March 26 when
they take on Aquinas from the Detroit Country Day Fieldhouse.

Michigan Football Spring
Preview: Defense Looking To
Maintain Success
By JACK VANASSCHE
Staff Writer
@JackVanAssche

Photo courtesy of Scout.com
John O’Korn warming up in spring practice. He redshirted last year after transferring from Houston.

O’Korn Easy Choice at QB

By RICKY LINDSAY
Editor in Chief
@RLinds35

The Michigan football team will be looking
for a new quarterback this spring.
Gone is Jake Rudock, the one-year stopgap
via Iowa who is preparing for a potential future in the NFL.
There are several choices in this arm’s race.
Five scholarship quarterbacks, three boasting previous game experience. The coaching
staff, according to ESPN, insists they’re in “no
rush” to decide on a starter.

But there’s no question as to who it should
be — former Houston quarterback John
O’Korn.
O’Korn is the most experienced quarterback on Michigan’s roster and has two years of
eligibility remaining. As a true freshman with
Houston in 2013, he posted a 58.1 completion
percentage, 3,117 yards, 28 touchdowns and
10 interceptions. He appeared to be a rising
star at the position, winning the American Athletic Conference’s Rookie of the Year award.
But he flamed out in year two and opted to
transfer last February. Michigan was his destination. He could not play for the Wolverines
last season, though, due to transfer rules.
After seeing Rudock’s remarkable rise under head coach Jim Harbaugh, there’s no reason to think O’Korn won’t be capable of a

O’Korn Easy Choice at QB
continued on page 7

Last year, Michigan football had what may be known
in the history books as its renaissance season.
Old school Michigan football returned to power under
first-year head coach Jim Harbaugh.
Behind Harbaugh and defensive coordinator D.J. Durkin, the Wolverines posted the
fourth strongest defense in
the country. Opposing teams
were held to 281.3 yards per
game.
Although Durkin left
Michigan to take the head
coaching job at Maryland, the
Wolverines are still excited
and optimistic about their defense.
A big reason for that is
the newest member of the
Michigan coaching staff, new
defensive coordinator Don
Brown.
Brown was the defensive
coordinator for Boston College last season. His defense
allowed only 254.3 yards per
game in 2015, making it the

best defense in the country.
Behind Brown, there will
be one other new face on the
Wolverine sideline in 2016.
Linebacker and special
teams coach Chris Partridge
will coach his first full season at Michigan in 2016.
Partridge was the director of
player personnel in recruiting
last year before being promoted to the sidelines prior to the
Citrus Bowl. He was named
the 2016 National Recruiter
of the Year by Scout.com.
The Wolverines will have
more new faces on the field
as well.
With the defensive line losing seniors of 2015 like Willie Henry who led the team
with 6.5 sacks last year, the
Wolverines will have to look
at some new faces to step up
and have an impact.
The name most of maize
and blue nation is excited to
hear is that of prize signee
Rashan Gary.
Gary is not on campus yet,
and he will not play in the
spring game.
When he does take the
field, however, quarterbacks

will know.
The No. 1 overall recruit of
his class, Gary stood out more
than any other player in the
country for his build, talent,
and execution. In his senior
year of high school this past
fall, Gary tallied 13.5 sacks
with four forced fumbles.
For the spring game, the
Wolverines will likely throw
together a line including seniors Taco Charleton, Maurice Hurst, and fifth-year senior Ryan Glasgow.
In 2015, Charleton played
the full season totaling three
quarterback hurries and one
forced fumble. He also compiled 30 tackles on the year.
Nose tackle Bryan Mone
will get his chance at the starting job in 2016. Last year,
Mone was primed to be the
starting NT before breaking
the lower part of his leg in the
first week of camp. Look for
Mone to come back hungry
following his medical redshirt
season.
For the linebacker posi-
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