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Bonjour la France

Photo courtesy of Jordan Ewald
Sophomore Jordan Ewald, a softball player for the UM-Dearborn, will represent the university 

and U.S. in France for the 13th-annual International University Sports Federation Forum.

Being a college athlete is a great honor, and 
a great privilege for many.

You’re able to continue your athletic career 
beyond high school and earn an education at 
the same time. 

It’s something all athletes want to do.
For Jordan Ewald, being a college softball 

player is a truly a blessing.
“As cheesy as it sounds, being a college 

athlete is a dream come true,” Ewald said. “I 
get to continue to play a sport that I love and 
continue my education at a higher level.

“It’s something I’ve worked towards for as 
long as I can remember, and being a collegiate 
athlete is all I could really ask for.”

Ewald, however, is not just a college athlete 
anymore.

She can be considered a college athletics 
ambassador, of sorts.

Over spring break in early March, Ewald 
found out she would be representing the 
University of Michigan-Dearborn and the 
United States of America in France for the 
13th-annual International University Sports 
Federation (FISU) Forum.

Ewald, a sophomore infielder and journalism 
and communications double major at UM-
Dearborn, will be one of two representatives 
from the United States in Montpellier, France 
from July 4-9. 

Each university in the country is allowed to 
nominate one athlete to be potentially selected 
to represent that country at the event. 

Ewald was approached by head volleyball 
coach Eric Stark about the opportunity, and 
was told she was going to be nominated.

Ewald said when she was working her shift 
at the Wellness Center, Stark came in and 
asked what her plans were for the summer, 
informing her of the event.

“He told me about this forum that was open 
to all universities in the country, and each 
school got one nomination and he wanted to 
nominate me,” Ewald said.

After an application process, a short 
essay and a phone interview with the board, 
Ewald was informed that she was going to be 
representing the school and country in France.

“I am really excited,” Ewald said. “I’m 
a little nervous because I’ve never left the 
country before, and I’m apprehensive because 
I’m going alone, essentially.”

Ewald and another representative from 
Columbia College in Columbia, Mo. will 
be heading to France to speak with other 
collegiate athletics from all over the world.

At the forum, they will be listening to 
speakers and breaking off into groups to 
discuss sports, education and culture.

The FISU forum is a conference that meets 
every two years at a different location all over 
the world, with representatives from 60 or 
more countries.

“You get together to talk about sports, culture 
and education and how they all interplay with 
one another, and their impact that they have,” 
Ewald said. “My understanding is when I 
get there, they’ll do speakers in the morning 
and you’ll get in small groups and discuss, so 
you’ll spend your days going back and forth to 
those types of things. They also have culture 
fairs.”

Ewald is hoping to take a lot from the 
event and learn as much as she can from the 
different speakers and people she will interact 
with during the six days.

“I’m excited to see what other countries 
have to offer with sports,” Ewald said. “They 
asked me in the interview if I was aware that 
other countries don’t have collegiate sports, 
and I wasn’t. I’m interested to see how these 
kids go on, if it just ends after high school.”

Ewald is excited to learn about the 
importance of sports in other countries as 
well, and if sports get as big of an emphasis as 
they do here in the United States.

“At some point in your life, you want to 
be a professional athlete, and I’m interested 
to see if those are the types of dreams those 
kids had when they were growing up,” Ewald 
said. “I want a better understanding of what is 

going on in their minds.”
The excitement about the opportunity 

to travel and partake in the festivities 
is accompanied with some nerves and 
apprehension, however.

“I’m nervous about being so far away,” 
Ewald said. “I don’t know what the 
communication level will be like.”

The communication with friends and 

family back home is not the only type of 
communication levels that worry Ewald. 
Being around athletes from different countries 
means there will be a language barrier present. 

“Honestly, I didn’t think about the language 
barrier until people started asking me about 
that,” Ewald said. “They might have
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France-bound Ewald to Represent 
UM-Dearborn, U.S. at Forum

The University of Michigan-Dearborn’s 
Student Government elections, originally 
scheduled for April 6-7, have been pushed back 
to April 13-14 due to ballot errors.

It’s the second time this year’s election 
has been pushed back — on April 6, Reetha 
Raveendran, director of the Office for Student 
Engagement, emailed students, stating that 
votes for that day were considered invalid and 
the election would be held April 7-8.

On April 7, Monica Porter, assistant vice 
chancellor for enrollment management and 
student life, told students via email that elections 
“will have to be stopped and rescheduled for 
next week.”

“Errors on the ballot were found and they are 
now being addressed,” Porter said in the email. 
“We are committed to a campus community 
where the student election process is deemed 
fair and inclusive for all. Moving forward, the 
Presidents of the parties and I will be included 
in the finalization of the ballot process. It is 
based on their feedback.”

Porter said in an email to the Journal that 
once voting is live, “any errors identified would 
require ITS to stop the voting and correct the 

error offline.” A new ballot would have to be 
launched before elections resume.

Porter identified two issues that caused 
elections to be pushed back.

“The first problem consisted of voters 
having the ability to cast votes without limits. 
This would have been a violation of the 
constitution; therefore, the voting was stopped 
and the limits were added in accordance 
with the constitution,” Porter said. “After 
this process was corrected, a new ballot was 
developed and launched only to discover that 
the name of a candidate was listed incorrectly. 
This error stopped the election process for the 
second time.”

According to Porter, the three presidential 
candidates ensured names of all candidates 
were properly listed with the Office for 
Student Engagement. She also “reviewed and 
approved” the names.

Not everyone has been happy about the 
elections being pushed back twice. When asked 
what her message to those students would be, 
Porter said, “We recognize that students are 
disappointed about the elections being delayed 
twice, but as a campus community, we strive 

sG elections
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Student Government Elections 
Pushed Back to This Week
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UM-Dearborn Becomes Part of 
Special Olympics College Program

Photo courtesy of UM-Dearborn Special Olympics
Members of UM-Dearborn Special Olympics College Program pose for a photo.

In the fall of 2015, the 
University of Michigan-
Dearborn became a part of 
the Special Olympics College 
Program.

Special Olympics College 
program is a non-profit 
organization that makes it 

possible for individuals with 
intellectual disabilities to 
participate in athletics.

“The Special Olympics 
College program is 
specifically tailored for 
college students to play an 
active role in volunteering 
with the athletes,” said 
Evelyn Cramton, head of the 

Special Olympics College 
program and UM-Dearborn 
student. “There are a variety 
of ways in which students 
can be involved; however, 
our primary channel of 
involvement is through
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UM-Dearborn Alumnus to Speak at Graduation; 
University to Give CEO Honorary Degree 

Locks Added to 
Classroom, Lab Doors

Editor: umd.mj.news@gmail.com

By Yasmine saleh
Guest Writer

By maria Kanso
Staff Writer

Unlike previous years, the University of Michigan-Dearborn 
will have its winter commencement at Ann Arbor’s Crisler Center 
on Saturday, May 1. 

Ray Metz, vice chancellor for enrollment management and 
student life, said that the best option of all the facilities they 
considered for this year’s winter commencement was the Crisler 
Center, knowing that it was once hosted there in 2001.

The ceremony is usually held in the Fieldhouse at the UM-
Dearborn campus, but the limit of three guest tickets for each 
graduate received immense negative feedback. By hosting the 
commencement at the Crisler Center, graduates will have the 
opportunity to share their experience with more people.

“The one thing we know is that by allowing students to not have 
to really put a strong limit on how many people will attend, it will 
grow from an audience of 2,000 to up to eight or nine thousand,” 
Metz said. “It will feel like a different, bigger event.” 

Chancellor Daniel E. Little will preside at the ceremony, which 
starts at 2:30 p.m.

A luncheon will take place before the commencement where 
Chancellor’s Medallions will be presented. 

During both the preludes and the processional, music will 

be played by the Galliard Brass Ensemble, including Pomp and 
Circumstance by Edward Elgar. 

Introductions will be presented by Catherine A. Davy, the provost 
and vice chancellor for academic affairs.

The speaker for the greetings on the behalf of faculty for this 
year’s commencement is associate psychology professor Robert 
W. Hymes, and student government president Bradley Pischea on 
behalf of the students.

“It’s great that we were able to move the ceremony to Crisler. It 
means students are able to share their moment with more people. It 
means that we all get to graduate together,” said Pischea, a criminal 
justice major at UM-Dearborn. “I am excited at any opportunity 
I have to share what is so special about the UM-Dearborn 
community.”

Richard Haddrill, executive vice chairman of Scientific Games, 
will give the commencement address. 

Haddrill, a UM-Dearborn alumnus (BSA, 1974), served on the 
board of directors of seven public companies and ran 20 offices in 
Europe and Asia. He was a partner and managing partner at Ernst 
and Young, as well as the chief executive officer of Baly Technology.

Karen Holland, special events coordinator at UM-Dearborn, 
believes Haddrill’s presence would send a message of “follow your 
dreams,” which would resonate with most of the graduates. 

An honorary Doctor of Laws degree will be presented to Michael 
Brown. Brown is the CEO of City Year, a non-profit organization 
focused on recruiting young people for the help and service of 
schools in need. City Year alumni service hours have reached more 
than $29 million and $71 million in scholarships through American 
Corps National Service Trust. Brown was also awarded the Reebok 
Human Rights Award for his philanthropic contributions.

The honorary Doctor of Laws degree is honored upon a request 
from the university for acknowledging a specific person for his 
or her contributions. The Honorary Doctoral Degree is mostly 
presented at U-M Ann Arbor, but rarely at the Dearborn and Flint 
campuses.

“It doesn’t happen very often, so it’s a very special thing that we 
have an honorary degree being given out at the Dearborn campus,” 
Holland said.

This year’s reception will be held outside of Crisler Center, and 
joint between the different colleges.

“The biggest contribution that the University of Michigan-
Dearborn makes to Southwest Michigan and to the state of 
Michigan is the graduates, and there’s a real push from provost on 
the academic side to try to increase the numbers of students who are 
not only attending here, but graduating,” Metz said.

Earlier this semester, classroom and 
laboratory doors were given the new addition 
of a lock. These locks are still being added to 
the doors around campus, but by the end of 
the summer all of them will have this lock.

 “The locks were designed for easy use 
by those inside a classroom or laboratory,” 
Kenneth Kettenbeil,vice chancellor of 
external relations, said. “They were installed 

to serve as an added precaution to keep the 
campus community safe in the event of an 
emergency.”

The campus police department has the 
ability to lock entrance doors to many campus 
buildings remotely.

Kettenbeil also mentioned that the decision 
to install the locks was made by the campus All 
Hazards Committee, the Office of Emergency 
Management and university administration.

Ricky Lindsay/MJ
A classroom door in CASL, which now features a lock.

Check out michiganjournal.org 
for the full version of this story.
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Pischea’s Time as SG President Winding Down
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Unified basketball.”
Basketball games are 

played once a week for 12 
weeks. College students play 
alongside Special Olympics 
athletes. There are currently 
20 UM-Dearborn students 
who participate in the Unified 
basketball games.

“Our members are not 
solely limited to current 
UM-D students; we have 
students from Wayne State, 
Henry Ford, and even some 
UM-D alumni playing 
every week,” Cramton said. 
“You do not need to have 
any basketball or athletic 
experience for that matter.”

There are four Unified 
basketball teams. Each team 
plays against one another for 

several weeks and the last two 
weeks are reserved for the 
playoffs.

“For the student volunteers, 
it’s a great opportunity to 
make a positive impact on 
multiple lives in a team-
oriented environment,” said 
Ricky Nehring, a student 
athlete who participates in the 
program.

“Witnessing the teamwork 
and friendships being 
developed between the 
Special Olympic athletes 
and college students each 
week is an inspiration to me,” 
Cramton added.

The goal of the Special 
Olympics program is to have 
Special Olympics athletes 
and students play alongside 
each other to realize they are 
not that different.

“For the athletes, it’s an 

amazing way to help build 
character, stay active, and 
enjoy a fun, competitive 
environment,” Nehring said. 

“The athletes and students 
begin the season as strangers, 
unfamiliar and possibly 
uncomfortable with the 
life that the other leads. 
Nonetheless, after spending 
week after week together, 
working towards a common 
goal, both parties come to 
realize that they are not so 
different after all,” Cramton 
added.

There will be another 
session of Unified basketball 
starting this summer. The only 
requirement to play is that 
participants are screened by 
Special Olympics Michigan.

Many presidents of many 
organizations have come and 
gone from this campus, but 
none have a bigger impact 
on everyday life here at the 
University of Michigan-
Dearborn than the president of 
student government. 

Currently, this position is 
held by senior Bradley Pischea 
who has spent the last four 
years studying criminal justice 
and political science here at 
UM-Dearborn. A graduating 
senior in May, Pischea will be 
able to walk across the stage 
at Crisler Center in Ann Arbor 
as someone who has made a 
difference as a student, person 
and president.

Everyone starts at the same 
point when getting into a 
college setting. Freedom is a 
right that you must use wisely 
and academics become more 
important than they ever have 
been in your life. Many can’t 
handle the pressure, workload 

and tight schedules needed to be 
a commuting college student. 
Pischea has made a success out 
of college. 

“I advise students to do 
everything you can to keep 
up on your academic work 
while getting involved with 
internships and student 
organizations,” Pischea said.

While many of us are 
thinking about classes next 
semester, Pischea has to think 
beyond that with his last 
semester on campus coming to 
a close in just a couple of weeks. 

“I see myself getting more 
involved in politics. Things 
will start to become more clear 
soon, but I want to work as a 
consultant,” Pischea said.

Pischea has done several 
things during his time as the 
student government president. 
While he will likely be at a 
job somewhere in October, 
students will be seeing his mark 
after he’s already left, as the 
addition of a fall break to next 
year’s academic calendar will 

be benefited by his soon to be 
former colleagues. He also was 
able to introduce and help plan 
a speech for former presidential 
candidate Martin O’Malley. 

“He called me Fred. He went 
up on the stage and thanked 
the president of the Student 
Government, Fred!” Pischea 
said.

Recently, Pischea was able 
to be on Channel 7 WXYZ for 
the election of the Michigan 
primary. 

“It was thrilling being on 
Channel 7, especially because 
we went on just after the 
announcement was made about 
who had won Michigan,” 
Pischea said.

With his successor being 
voted in the next couple of days, 
Pischea doesn’t hope his shoes 
are filled nicely.

“[I hope they] continue 
finding new and creative 
ways to engage students in the 
political process.”

By Vinny CrAig
Guest Writer

Special Olympics
continued from page 1

to ensure that all candidates experienced 
an inclusive and fair election process. 
The candidates have worked hard on 
their campaigns and they have continued 
to encourage their supporters to vote on 
Wednesday, April 13, and Thursday, April 14, 
2016. We are expecting a successful election 
process.”

Mazen Hammoud, presidential candidate 
with Students Serving Students, told the 
Michigan Journal via email that the elections 
were pushed back due to “misrepresentation 
of candidates on a ballot.” He believes 
students should be informed with the things 
that contributed to it.

“We need to be informed about where the 
process failure was, what or who actually 
caused this and what will be done to make sure 
it does not happen again. This entire election 
process has been extremely unsatisfactory, 
from superseding the official Election 
Guideline timetable, among other sections… 
to unfulfilled promises — example: saying 
students will receive a sample ballot a week 
before the election — to the fact that ballots 
were submitted wrong twice, leading to two 
cancellations in 24 hours. Frankly, it goes to 
show how much effort and care was put into 
the elections this year, when at minimum the 

last two elections — I was present for these so 
I can attest — there have been effectively no 
issues.”

Hammoud said his campaign is “feeling the 
frustration,” but is letting students know that 
they will focus on the issues this election has 
endured.

“Our party wants students to know that 
these will not be taken lightly. We have been 
asked the question, why vote if the elections 
aren’t going to count, or if they are “rigged” 
as some suspected. Our answer is always the 
same, the election is not being rigged and there 
is no conspiracy. The problem lies with the 
actual running of the election. There should 
be an investigation by administration to find 
and detail to the students what went wrong and 
why. 

“Students deserve leaders who will 
investigate and follow up, and take any 
appropriate steps to ensure that it does not 
happen again. Therefore, it is critical to vote, 
to ensure the candidates who will make sure 
their frustration is heard and addressed will be 
elected.”

The Michigan Journal reached out to 
presidential candidates Nasri Sobh and Fiana 
(Syeda) Arbab, but requests for comment were 
not returned.

Sg Elections
continued from page 1

Ricky Lindsay/MJ
Student Government president Bradley Pishcea.
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Studying Successfully

Here we are, at the home stretch. Finals are around the corner, 
and all of us want to do as well as possible. As such, I would like 
to relay some tips that I received to advise all students, including 
myself, on how to study most effectively. Here are a few tips that 
I, along with many others, have found particularly helpful: 

1. Know the final exam schedule: This seems like common 
sense, but there have been students who have missed their 
finals because of confusion regarding the dates and times. 
The last thing any of us wants is to study extremely well 
only to have a zero on the test, just because of confusion 
over the time or location. Our university’s schedule is 

available on the Office of Registration and Records 
webpage. Ask your professor if there is any confusion.

2. Focus: We live surrounded by distraction, and for that 
reason, it is hard to concentrate on studying for finals. 
Therefore, everyone has to find the place where they 
are the least distracted in order to study. For many, that 
is the library, and the silence helps. Additionally, one can 
eliminate distractions by listening to relaxing music. I 
highly recommend the tracks on the Study Music Project 
which can be found on YouTube.

3. Don’t cram: Finals week is scheduled in such a way that 
the exams are separated by several days (for most). The 
purpose of this is so students can use this time to focus on 
their studies. As such, cramming is unnecessary for most.

4. Take short breaks between longer study sessions: When 
one is studying over extended periods of time, it is easy 
to get tired and burned out. In order to avoid this, one 
should take brief study breaks between longer sessions. 
Many experts have recommended studying in 50 minute 
sessions with 10 minute breaks. During these breaks, it is 
recommended that the person actually get up and engage in 
some sort of physical activity be it walking, light exercise, 
deep breathing, etc. The only thing I’d add is make sure 
your brief study break is, in fact, brief. It is very easy to get 
distracted, so it’s essential that we keep track of the time in 

one way or another.
5. Know that not all classes are the same: Put simply, some 

subjects are more difficult for some people than others. 
The particular classes will vary from person to person, but 
everyone has strengths and weaknesses. Therefore, it is 
essential that we devote more time to improving ourselves 
in the areas that we are weakest in for optimal results. 

6. Don’t Cheat: I understand the temptation of university 
students to cheat on their exams. Our lives are busy, 
and we have multiple responsibilities that make taking 
shortcuts all too alluring; however, maintaining personal 
and academic integrity is essential. Not only does cheating 
risk failure of the course and expulsion from the university, 
but it is detrimental to your soul. Don’t endanger your soul. 
Don’t cheat. Additionally, a good way to prevent ourselves 
from cheating is to develop habits that make it unnecessary. 
We do this through effective time management and using 
legitimate resources to assist us such as professors, T.A.s, 
advice from peers, etc. 

Ultimately, it is up to the individual on how to best study, but the 
above are methods that have been tried and tested. Additionally, 
much of this advice boils down to this: effective time management. 
If we know how to use our time effectively, that will help us in all 
areas of life including academics. With that, I sincerely wish all 
students the best of luck.

By YOUSUF ALI
Staff Columnist

When I Look Through my Lens
When I look through my lens, I see the world differently. 

When I look through my lens, the world seems more interesting, 
more beautiful. I see the world in the possible photographs that 
could result from it. It brings me closer to things. It picks out 
the details. It gathers the entire space around me into one single 
frame. I even remember my life in photographs. I remember 
places and faces from the frames I have them in. My camera 
lenses act as my eyes and I become lost in the lens and the world 
it presents to me.

When photographing, my mind revolves around getting the 
perfect image — catching the right moment. When I stand at 
the side of the stage behind a small metal barricade with my 
elbows positioned on top of the rail to act as a tripod for my 
camera, which is fixated on the band playing on stage, I think of 
absolutely nothing else. I remain lost inside my lens, completely 
and utterly focused on catching the right shots when the lighting 
and the movement and the universe converge into perfection 
before my eyes. Like when the stage lights up and the vocalist 
pauses for a moment to belt out a note or hand the mic to an 
enthusiastic audience member or, my favorite, to stop and look 
out into the crowd of passionately dedicated faces and take it 
all in — a moment music photographers catch that show just 
how much music means to people and how it brings them all 
together. I do this all while not giving a care about the outside 
world: not hearing my boyfriend tell me to watch his stuff while 
he goes to the bathroom and not paying attention when the 
vocalist of Counterparts is tapping me on the shoulder, ready for 
the interview I have with him. I pull out of my lens, dazed and 
confused, forgetting that life was occurring all around me.

When I’m in the photo pit, the designated spot in front of the 
stage for photographers, this innocent habit becomes dangerous. 
I run into other photographers, elbow people in the face, get 
kicked in the head by crowd surfers, and so on. The photo pit is 
a dangerous place in general, like a war zone, but where the guns 
are actually cameras. Every photographer wants the best shots, 
the best spots, and to catch the random, awesome moments that 
occur on stage. It probably looks amusing to people viewing the 
show from above from the balcony — photographers following 
the vocalist and band members around, moving back and forth 
parallel to the stage like moths to a moving flame. But more like 
angry moths; fighting and reaching and jumping and ducking.

The key to surviving this and getting good shots is not being a 
selfish photographer. It’s one thing being glued to your viewfinder 
and innocently not paying attention to what’s going on around 

you — accidentally bumping into someone but immediately 
apologizing even though they aren’t paying attention, either 
— but it’s another thing when you’re barging through other 
photographers, blocking their shots, and not sharing the “good” 
spots in the pit.

Not only does war occur during a band’s set, but between the 
sets as well, only then it’s a war with words. Photographers will 
ask each other questions like, “So, who are you shooting for?” 
— not because they are actually interested, but because they 
want to brag about who they’re shooting for. Especially when 
they’re on tour with the band that’s performing, God forbid a 
single soul in the venue doesn’t know that they’re freakin’ 
touring with the band, not simply covering the show for some 
puny publication. Ha. Amateurs, right? No. They walk around 
with their big grey telephoto lenses like they own the place. Psh. 
You’re no Adam Elmakias! Anyway, many people quit music 
photography because they can’t lower themselves to fight the 
war with other (rude) photographers in the pit every night.

These days anyone can take a photo and call it art, but the 
difference between taking iPhone photos, taking selfies or buying 
a fancy camera and calling yourself a photographer and actually 
being a photographer is the fact that it needs to be something 
that takes over your brain like a disease when you’re doing it. It 
needs to flow through your bloodstream; the click of the shutter 
needs to light a fire inside you, the instincts of composition 
need to take over your muscles. You need to forget the rule of 
thirds and the other useless knowledge you formally learned and 
you need to create your own angles and visions. The way you 
photograph something should change the way people view that 
subject or object or place forever. That’s a real photographer.

By AUBREE STAMPER
Staff Columnist

Dear Old Dearborn

When I started taking classes as a freshman at UM-Dearborn, 
I contributed only the bare minimum. Because I live just 10 
minutes away, I would go to class and leave immediately after. As 
an 18-year-old, it was difficult to pinpoint exactly what I wanted 
to do with my life, so knowing which classes to take or clubs to 
join didn’t come easy, either. I have always loved school, but the 
pressure that all college students feel to decide which career path 
to take built a wall, blocking me from that affection.

It was easy for me to rule out options, but narrowing them 
down just wasn’t happening. I have an artsy brain, so math 
and science are hard to wrap my head around. I was positive I 
wasn’t going into those fields, so I despised taking pre-calc and 
geology. I’ve never planned on running for president or digging 
up neanderthals’ bones, so taking American government and 
anthropology was a bore.

English has always been my strong suit — reading at a 12th 
grade level in 5th grade, writing “A F.I.S.H. Tale,” published in a 
book of short stories by young adults in 6th grade, penning goofy 
stories about time travel to a friend throughout high school, and, 
of course, always correcting people’s grammar — but what career 
could come of that? I wanted to read, write, and help people write, 
so I supposed my only option was to be an English teacher. High 
school English would be the most stimulating, I figured, and 
summers off would be cool, right? So, I began taking education 
classes right away, and stopped just as quickly. For some reason, 
I didn’t feel fully committed and happy with my decision.

I continued on with my pre-requisite education for the 
next few semesters, taking only two or three classes at a time 
— some of them the same mundane types I didn’t get excited 
about. Although I didn’t want to be a teacher, I couldn’t kick 

the feeling that language arts was what I wanted to pursue. I’ve 
always dreamt of being a book editor, but I thought that wasn’t 
realistic and was a job for someone who lives in New York City. 
However, upon looking for a major, I realized that the Journalism 
and Screen Studies program encompassed editing, storytelling, 
and other forms of media. Maybe something could come of this, 
I thought.

I had never written anything journalistic, so I was a bit 
apprehensive taking my first class in the program; I didn’t know 
how I’d do with that type of writing. However, narrative journalism 
was the perfect combination of creative and journalistic writing 
— far different from the academic type I was used to — to get 
me hooked on the art and allow me to soar. It showed me how 
to deeply examine things in a more analytical way — whether it 
be music, a restaurant, a play, or book — and voice and organize 
my thoughts. I never expected writing to be a possible career, but 
this class opened that door for me. One of the last assignments 
was to write a Detroit story, so I wrote “‘Seva’ Life: Dine in a 
Vegetarian Restaurant,” on which my professor wrote, “Perfect! 
Submit somewhere.”

I did — and so began my career with The Michigan Journal. 
Simultaneously diving into the curriculum — some of my favorite 

classes being feature writing, history of American journalism, 
modern English grammar, and especially copy editing — and 
writing for the newspaper, I learned a lot about the field and 
began to feel more comfortable writing in this style.

However, something wasn’t right with my printed stories. 
There were spelling and punctuation errors in our college 
newspaper... how could that be? I thought that was absolutely 
unacceptable, so as soon as the position was up for grabs, I 
bombarded the editor-in-chief with emails asking if I could be the 
copy editor. Lucky for me, not many people enjoy going through 
stories with a fine-tooth comb, fixing mistakes, and reworking 
them to be more clear, concise, and consistent, so I was given 
the job.

Being an editor for The Michigan Journal has been a pleasure, 
not only because I gained experience and I actually enjoy being 
a grammar Nazi, but because it allowed me to feel included in 
the UM-Dearborn community. All those years I spent going 
home after class were wasted when I could’ve been making 
connections with people who enjoy the same things I do. Getting 
to work with my peers to produce a publication each week has 
been challenging, exciting, and rewarding. After hours, bike-
riding at Slow Roll or going out for dinner and drinks with them 
has made it even better. Because of my fellow editors, this past 
year has been the best of college, by far.

So, as my scholastic career comes to a bittersweet close, I’d 
like to thank all the people who have had an influence on me 
during my time at UM-Dearborn — the internship coordinator, 
my Michigan Journal editors and friends, and the professors who 
are so passionate about the field. It’s because of them I was able 
to have so many awesome opportunities over the past two years 
— learning about the history of the Henry Ford Estate right in 
our own backyard while listening to an orchestra, interviewing 
fashion designers and attending an opening which featured a 
performance by Alice Cooper, and having my work published 
in the newspaper and magazines. Although I won’t be attending 
classes any longer, I know I will continue to learn with every 
assignment and I’m eager to take on the opportunities that lie 
ahead.

“When grey and sere our hair hath turned, we shall still revere 
the lessons learned, in our days at Dear Old [Dearborn].”- Wicked

By JENNA WOS
Copy Editor

Photo courtesy of Aubree Stamper.
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The Final Farewell

My time at the University of Michigan-Dearborn is coming to 
an end.

This just so happens to be the final column I’ll be writing for 
The Michigan Journal. The farewell column.

To be completely honest with you, I never imagined myself 
writing this column. That’s because when I first came to UM-
Dearborn, I was determined to become a doctor. But I quickly 
realized that it was only a pipe dream. I was miserable.

I remember sitting in the Wolf Pack office four years ago, all 
alone during some big campus event. I was so sad. I didn’t want to 
leave UM-Dearborn, a place that I had grown to love my freshman 
year, but I knew I could no longer continue down the path I had 
chosen.

Chris Zadorozny, former Journal sports editor, encouraged me 
to consider journalism, a field he was going into. I met him during 
my freshman orientation, where 18-year-old me signed up for 
organizations hoping to have the chance to meet cute girls.

Up until April 2012, I had never considered journalism to be 
something someone could do for a career. Sure, I had written one 
sports story for the Journal during my first semester of college — a 
UM-Dearborn men’s basketball season preview — but I only did 
it because I felt guilted into it.

You actually mean I could get paid to write about sports?
So I decided to give journalism a shot.
No longer was I determined to be a doctor. I wanted to be a 

sports editor. I wanted sports internships. I wanted to be editor-in-
chief.

I’ve been able to do a lot in journalism since I 
decided to go all-in four years ago.

I’ve covered college football games all over 
the midwest, from Notre Dame Stadium to Ohio 
Stadium to Ross-Ade Stadium to Beaver Stadium 
to Spartan Stadium to Ford Field to Michigan 
Stadium. I’ve seen the rise of UM-Dearborn 
athletics. I’ve told the stories of so many people. 
I’ve been able to help the Journal soar to new 
heights as sports editor and editor-in-chief. I’ve 
been able to help UM-Dearborn become a better 
campus through my role as a student leader, 
earning the elusive Difference Maker honor along 
the way.

I’ve done things that most 23-year-olds never 
do, things that some people dream of doing. And 
that’s just scratching the surface.

Some very special people in my life have made 
these things possible: my family. 

My family has been my rock. They’ve given up so much to 
ensure that I can follow my dreams, and they’ve supported me 
through good times and bad. They are always there for me. It’s 
only appropriate that I take the time to thank them for everything 
they’ve done over the years.

Mom and Dad, you have believed in me from the start. You 
gave me life and have wanted the best for me. And when the best 
became journalism, you were all-in.

Mom — you are the one person who I never want to let down. I 
treasure our daily talks and the time we have together. If something 
comes up in my life, I know I can rely on you for advice. I remember 
talking to you about journalism four years ago; you knew I wasn’t 
happy in pre-med and encouraged that I give journalism a shot. 
Whenever I have thought about giving up, whenever it seems there 
is no hope, you were the person that helped me overcome.

Dad — I’ll never forget the time we met Roop Raj at a gas station 
in Detroit three years ago. You were so proud to tell someone who 
I believe is a damn good journalist that I was going to be one, 
too. You could have talked to him about anything else, but no, you 
chose that. And I appreciate that. You taught me at a young age that 
being a hard worker is one of the best traits anyone could have, and 

I am thankful for that lesson.
Nene — you are the best great aunt anyone could ask for. You 

are like a second mom to me, and have always been a great listener. 
I love being able to pick up the phone and call you on my way to or 
home from school. Those phone calls mean the world to me. I will 
miss bringing you home copies of the Journal, but I am thankful 
you have held on to each copy I’ve given you over the years.

Nick — I know we don’t have the greatest relationship but I 
know this: I wouldn’t trade you for any other brother. Although 
we are starting to go our separate ways in life, I enjoy our time 
together, whether it be sitting in the living room watching TV or 
playing video games. You are so talented, and I cannot wait to see 
what you become. I am proud of the man you’ve become.

And finally, Buster — you have been an incredible puppy. This 
year has been incredibly challenging and draining, but you have 
always been there, waiting for me to get home so you can give me 
kisses. Thanks for making each day an adventure and for always 
being able to make me feel better.

I will miss UM-Dearborn so much. I will miss the Journal so 
much. They have given me incredible experiences.

But I am ready for some much-needed time with my family.

By RICKY LINDSAY
Editor-in-Chief

The Time has Come

While looking at university applications, I wasn’t sure where 
I wanted to attend university. Wayne State University was on 
my mind for some time. My best friend and I would plan to live 
together and own an apartment on campus. I’m glad we didn’t, 
because I ended up choosing UM-Dearborn.

         Although it felt like my time here had been short, it 
has been four years since I walked the hallways as a freshman. 
Attending my orientation was overwhelmingly exciting and 

nerve-wracking. It was a new chapter in my life that I was 
excited to explore. I wanted to get involved, join organizations, 
and take classes that interest me. I’m happy to say that I did.

        I was enthusiastic and interested in so many events that 
were going on campus that I joined the Students for Islamic 
Awareness. Through that organization, I was introduced to many 
amazing people and we planned events that were beneficial and 
necessary to the community at large. It was a rewarding feeling, 
to be able to raise awareness about misconceptions and educate 
fellow students and community members.

         I also was a news writer for The Michigan Journal 
because I thought it would give me good experience in the 
journalism field. I did not think that I would end up working 
as editor for the paper, and that was one of the best decisions I 
made. I started off as student life editor because a friend asked 
if I was interested in the position since the previous editor left. I 
wasn’t actively seeking a position, but I took the opportunity at 
hand, and I joined The Michigan Journal team.

         I met dedicated and hard-working people in the Journal 
that inspire me to become a better journalist. As opinions editor, 
I enjoyed reading everyone’s thoughts, views, and insightful 

articles on a variety of topics. My writers were thoughtful, 
creative, and proactive with their articles, and it made me proud 
to put my name at the top of the page. The Michigan Journal has 
helped me improve my writing, editing, and layout skills.

 The Michigan Journal is only one of the things that I 
will miss at UM-Dearborn. Below are some of the things I’ll 
miss:

• Sitting as a freshman with my friends and eating all the 
food we can get our hands on. 

• The free stuff that I get passing by the UC stage. 
• The bake sales and buying home-made cupcakes and 

cake pops. 
• Painting the windows for week-long campaigns.
• Passing out roses to students.
• The amazing mac and cheese! 
• Attending events and learning so much about different 

topics.
It’s a bittersweet feeling to think that my time at UM-

Dearborn has come to an end. I can say this: these past four 
years have changed me as a person, and I am proud to say that 
UM-Dearborn has been a part of it.

By ghADeeR ALARADI
Opinions Editor

Nothing but the Truth

Like most university students, I began my college career with a 
plan. But before we start, you should know something about me: 
I am one horrible planner.

On leaving high school, I knew what I wanted and I was 
positive that nothing could change my mind. I was determined 
to be an FBI agent. I could see myself scaling walls and speaking 
100 different languages with ease and that ultra cool and collective 
attitude I picked up somewhere during my TV marathons. But 
after a few lectures in Criminal Justice, my enthusiasm began to 
fade. It wasn’t at all what I had expected. So, it wasn’t long before 
those cemented plans began morphing into a newer, prettier and 
more exciting dream.  

In sporadic bouts, my major and career concentration would 
change, altering from one field to the next, shifting every three 
months or so. Once the glamour of the FBI had waned, homicide 
detective stepped into my dreamscape. Next came police 
sketch artist, then art restorer, museum manager, accountant, 
business owner, graphic designer, psychologist, social worker, 
anthropologist, botanist, then back to the FBI again. I just couldn’t 
find anything that gave me the flexibility I wanted or the satisfaction 

of accomplishment at the close of the day. I took every aptitude 
test, every personality quiz, attended every career advising walk-
in — anything to help me find my way. I was about this close to 
dropping everything and joining the circus as a tightrope walker, 
but there were a few core values that directed me along the way.

I knew I liked working with people and for people. My sense 
of justice was something I was born with and what initially drew 
me to criminal justice in the first place. The media’s promise of 
adventure in that field certainly didn’t discourage me at all, either. 
However, I loved the arts and couldn’t see myself enjoying any 
work that didn’t include it. I was running out of options. That is 
until one day while sitting in the career counselor’s office for what 
felt like the thousandth time, I spotted a brochure for the “JASS” 
program.

“They spelled jazz wrong…,” I remember thinking as I picked 
it up and opened it to take a look. The words “Journalism and 
Screen Studies” were scrolled across the top of the brochure. 
“Well, that’s one I haven’t tried yet…” and there you have it. My 
discovery of journalism in a nutshell. No bells or whistles; no 
inspirational teacher leading the way. I wish it was more exciting 
than just what I perceived to be a misspelling. Probably the most 
brilliant marketing strategy I’ve seen on campus yet. What better 
way to rope in potential journalists and editors than a blatant 
misspelling? Let me just tell you, from that moment on, I was 
hooked. 

Writing had always been one of my strengths, so slipping into 
the program couldn’t have been easier. It had everything. There 
was art, there was communication, there was flexibility and action. 
I could travel and, due to changes in the field, I could be a of jack-
of-all-trades. A little editing here, some photography there, web 
editing and designing as well as writing. No two days would ever 
be the same. So long, monotony. I was also surprised to find that 
lust for justice I so admired nestled in the heart of journalism and 
at the center of every JASS class lecture. I couldn’t get enough of 
it and finally, I felt at home.

I loved the people I found in journalism, too. I loved the 
journalism instructors, how impassioned they were; I loved 
my classmates and fellow Michigan Journal writers, who were 
as strong willed and determined as I felt in the field and just as 
enthused; most importantly, I loved those I interviewed. 

The thing is, there is nothing like a good interview. It’s just you 
and your source sitting in a cafe, chatting over a cup of coffee, 
and the next thing you know, they’re opening up to you, trusting 
you with personal stories like an old friend. I love that about it. 
True, it’s a huge responsibility on every level, from getting the 
facts right to portraying the individual honestly, but believe me, 
it’s not something I take lightly. As a journalist, you’re able to 
see things no ones sees, hear stories that otherwise might not be 
heard. It’s both inspiring and humbling. And from there, it’s your 
job to go out and share them; to be the voice for the voiceless. It’s 
both a privilege and an obligation and it’s that sense of duty which 
motivates me. 

I’ve finally found something that gives back as much as I put 
in. Something that has the potential to help others and spread 
awareness. No one says it’s easy and with my track record, I can’t 
promise that I’ll stay in the field forever. But I do know that my 
love for storytelling and sense of justice will never disappear.

By May 1, exams and finals will be nothing more than bad 
dreams and post graduation plans will be on the roll. As I said 
before, I am probably the worst planner you will ever meet. I don’t 
have immediate plans. I hope to freelance during the summer and 
have already made arrangements for the fall to go abroad and 
study journalism. My goal is to learn more about the world around 
me, about different cultures and countries and the people who live 
there. 

Throughout my life, though my career goals changed with the 
seasons, these values have always remained constant. The pursuit 
of learning, spreading awareness and achieving justice. This is 
and always has been my dream and that will never change.

By moNICA SABeLLA
Web Editor
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By MARIO PARODY
Guest Columnist

Quite Possibly the Biggest Sports 
Fairytale Story, Starring Leicester City

Time and time again, there are teams in the 
sports world that defy the odds, and maybe even 
their own expectations, to surprise everyone 
and become a Cinderella team. You see it every 
year during March Madness with the upsets 
during the NCAA Basketball Tournament, with 
Syracuse being the team this year to make an 
unexpected run to the Final Four.

In the main sports here in America, you’ve 
seen examples like the Tampa Bay Buccaneers 
winning the Super Bowl in 2003, or maybe 
even the Kansas City Royals becoming World 
Series champions in 2015. However, now in 
2016, there is only one potential upset that 
everyone should be talking about if they haven’t 
been already, and it’s not even happening in the 
United States.

For anyone who generally loves sports or 
loves a good underdog, something is going on 
right now in the sports world, particularly in 
the Barclay’s Premier League. Even if soccer 
is something that you don’t follow or care for, 
something amazing is happening in what’s 
considered to be the best league in the world.

There is a team named Leicester City 
(pronounced Lester) who are currently sitting 
in first place in England’s top league. Now, 
there’s a pretty good chance that you’ve never 
heard of Leicester, but you have to go back to 
last season to see just how far the Foxes have 
come to currently be where nobody believed 
they could.

Last season was Leicester’s first time back 
in the Premier League in 10 years after winning 
the second division championship, and for 
the most part they were completely dreadful, 
as Leicester was sitting stone-dead last for 
most of the season and looked as though their 
season was over. In fact, no team had ever 
gotten themselves out of last place and stayed 
in the top flight by April (the season goes from 
August to May). But Leicester had other ideas 
as it finished the season, winning seven of their 
last nine games in the final weeks, and had lived 
to play another year of Premier League soccer.

Now, on to this season, where the 
momentum from last year carried on and where 
the Cinderella team’s run began. Leicester had 
appointed Claudio Ranieri to be the new coach, 
to the shock of many, as he’s been a manager 
who has worked with the likes of Chelsea, 
Inter Milan and Roma, but failed to accomplish 
much with them and was previously fired by 
the Greek national team four games into his job 
after losing to the lowly Faroe Islands.

But with Ranieri at the helm, the Foxes kept 
their momentum from last season going as they 
went on an undefeated run to start the season. 
Ranieri even took his players out for pizza after 
earning their first shutout. The team didn’t even 
lose until their seventh game of the season, 
where title contenders Arsenal clobbered 

Leicester 5-2. Everyone thought that this was 
where Leicester would finally fall back to Earth 
and act like the team that most considered to be 
relegated.

But this hasn’t been the case at all. Leicester 
has continued to shock analysts and fans 
week after week by winning games that they 
shouldn’t and keeping a healthy gap over 
their competitors. It’s actually possible that 
Leicester can win the title before the final 
game. And crazier still, they can even win it 
before their final three games, which include 
the likes of Manchester United and Chelsea. An 
achievement like that would be unprecedented.

Leicester has never won the top tier of 
English soccer. The closest it has finished was 
second, and that was all the way back in the 
1928-29 season. There’s most likely not a single 
person alive right now who has seen Leicester 
City win that title. In the current landscape of 
world soccer, it’s amazing that they even have 
a chance.

There are so many things to look at when 
it comes to just how Leicester is doing this. 
Whether it be money, players, or even the coach, 
Leicester is a team that technically couldn’t 
(and rather shouldn’t) be in this position. But 
throughout this season they have been defying 
the odds and possibly basic logic to be where 
they are currently.

First, to try to compare Leicester to an 
American sports team doing something similar 
in stature is kind of difficult, but to get a basic 
idea of the magnitude of what’s going on, 
Leicester City winning the Premier League title 
would be like seeing the Miami Dolphins win 
the Super Bowl, the Cincinnati Reds becoming 
World Series champions, the Minnesota 
Timberwolves winning the NBA title or the 
Arizona Coyotes lifting the Stanley Cup.

And then slapping a 5,000-to-1 odd on 
top. It’s basically having a team that includes 
a couple of bright players, but having the rest 
filled with unknowns, and then seeing them 
unexpectedly win most of their games in route 
to a title. There are better odds of finding Elvis 
Presley alive than seeing Leicester come in 
first.

When it comes to money, Leicester is 
completely behind on its rivals. In the modern 
era, teams like Manchester United, Manchester 
City, and Chelsea are typically the only ones 
contending for the Premier League title, mainly 
due to having insane amounts of cash and 
having some of the world’s best players on the 
field. Although it varies, Leicester’s roster costs 
roughly $76 million, or about 1/8th the cost 
of Manchester City’s, and its most expensive 
player, Leonardo Ulloa, costed Leicester only 
about $14 million when it bought him, and 
stars Jaime Vardy and Riyad Mahrez were only 
about $1.5 million and $550,000, respectively. 
Now about those latter two players…

First there’s Mahrez, a French-born Algerian 
international who came from French second 

division side Le Havre in January 2014 for a 
fee of just over half a million dollars. And how 
he’s been playing this season, many would 
think that his transfer fee was an absolute 
bargain. Mahrez has been tearing it up on the 
field all season and the midfielder is in the top 
five in goals and assists, an incredible feat for 
someone who looks like he just has so much 
fun in every game. And now Mahrez is valued 
in excess of $22 million, going from relative 
obscurity to being a rumored target for Spanish 
giant Barcelona.

And then there’s Vardy, one of the Premier 
League’s top goal scorers, who’s quite literally 
the definition of a late bloomer. Back in his 
teens, Vardy had a job at a carbon-fiber factory 
and played in semipro leagues, earning $50 a 
game until he was 25.

Now here’s where his journey begins. Vardy 
was playing in the eighth division of English 
soccer almost a decade ago and was there until 
2009 before moving into the fifth division where 
he stayed for another three years. In 2012, he 
signed with Leicester City while they were in 
the second division, and now in the Premier 
League he’s breaking records and earning 
himself call-ups to the England national team 
for the first time.

Vardy ended a decade-long streak this 
season by scoring a goal in 11 straight games, 
breaking the Premier League record of 10 set 
by Netherlands and Manchester United legend 
Ruud Van Nistlerooy. That would be like a 
25-year-old playing for a beer league hockey 
team at his local rink, then seven or eight years 
later scoring in 17 consecutive games and 
breaking Punch Broadbent’s NHL record of 
16 set back in the 1921-22 season. And that’s 
not all. That player would also go on to have 
the scoring touch of Alexander Ovechkin and 
finish the season in the top three in goals for the 
year. That’s how remarkable Vardy’s record is.

On the backs of Vardy and Mahrez, Leicester 
City has been able to get through every game 
most thought it couldn’t during the season. 
The Foxes are ahead of the usual powerhouses 

of England and just a year after what seemed 
like an inevitable relegation, the Foxes are all 
but assured a spot in the world’s biggest club 
tournament of the Champions League (the top 
four teams in the Premier League at the end of 
the season qualify).

Coach Ranieri has had a pretty 
straightforward plan for success this season: 
have the team play compact with players 
tracking back when needed, and then drive 
forward on the counterattack through the 
precision of midfielder Mahrez and the ruthless 
finishing of forward Vardy, win balls in the 
midfield with Danny Drinkwater and N’Golo 
Kante, and have veteran defenders Robert 
Huth and captain Wes Morgan absorb attacking 
pressure in front of keeper Kaspar Schmeichel. 
Possession and passing aren’t the things that 
would make Leicester well-known, as it’s been 
beating on both by opponents in most of their 
games this season.

Ranieri recently penned an article on The 
Players Tribune, where he described just how 
cohesive the team has been all year.

“This is a small club that is showing the 
world what can be achieved through spirit and 
determination,” Ranieri said. “26 players. 26 
different brains. But one heart.”

He later talks about how fans come up to him 
on the street and tell him how they’re dreaming 
for the team to win it all. And possibly the 
greatest quote from Ranieri was that he said, 
“Okay, you dream for us. We do not dream. We 
simply work hard.”

No matter what happens at the end this 
season, Leicester City has made sports fans 
around the world rethink what it takes for a team 
to win a championship. The Foxes have proven 
that you don’t need money and fantastic players 
to accomplish something amazing. It just takes 
heart and will, and Leicester has caused pundits 
and commentators to be amazed, given non-
soccer fans a chance to learn just how big this 
story really is and many passionate soccer fans 
a chance to fall in love with them and the sport 
even more.

Photo courtesy of joe.co.uk.
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Spring break and summer 
vacation tend to be important 
times for college students to travel 
somewhere fun and refresh 
from a grueling semester. As 
the semester is inching towards 
the finish line, thoughts of 
summer destinations have 
probably begun to cross your 
mind through the dreads of 
essays, presentations and 
finals. What is a place worth 
spending money on when you 
are a broke college student? I 
have three destinations that if 
you have not yet been to, you 
should really consider for this 
upcoming summer.

The cheapest and closest of 
the three is Cedar Point. With 
tickets ranging anywhere from 
$34 online to $65 at the front 
gate, your day in Sandusky, 
Ohio — the Roller Coaster Capital 
of the World —  would not be a 
waste. Starting with your choice 
of attending its outdoor waterpark 
Soak City, indoor waterpark 
Castaway Bay or the amusement 
park, the 365-acre park is entirely 
created for a day of fun for all ages. 
The park features a world-record 72 
rides, including 17 roller coasters 
and 2 water rides, and its newest 
roller coaster, Valravn, will open in 
May.

If you have never been to Cedar 
Point, there are a few attractions 
you must visit to get the full 

experience. First, purchase and 
enjoy some Dippin’ Dots from one 
of the many stands within the park. 
College students are no stranger 
to overpriced foods, but I promise 

it’s worth it. Second, as lame as 
it sounds you should ride the Sky 
Ride. The Sky Ride glides 92 feet 
in the air over the Main Midway 
for more than a half-mile. You 
get to travel in your own personal 
gondola while enjoying the view of 
Cedar Point rides, attractions, and 
landscaping. And finally, at least 
once in your life you should ride 
the Top Thrill Dragster. At times 
the line wait-time can be longer 
than pleasurable for such a short 
ride, but as you travel from zero 
to 120 MPH in four seconds and 
reach 420 feet in the air, you will 

experience such an adrenaline rush 
that the wait will be worth it. The 
17 second ride is an experience that 
will stay with you forever. 

Next comes Universal Orlando 

Resort in Orlando, Fla. Six words 
truly changed my life forever: 
The Wizarding World of Harry 
Potter. For adrenaline junkies and 
Harry Potter fans like myself, this 
experience is something that will 
leave you feeling like a little kid 
who finally get to visit Hogwarts 
because you actually do! 

Travelling through Diagon Alley 
(where you can drink butterbeer, 
witness the Gringott’s dragon 
breathe fire, purchase your very 
own wand and more) to leave 
the main theme park – Universal 
Studios Florida on the Hogwarts 

Express to Universal’s second 
theme park – Island of Adventure, 
you get to ride along with Harry, 
Hermione and Ron on the train 
while also experiencing some 

memorable events from the 
Harry Potter franchise. Once 
stepping off the Hogwarts 
Express into the Wizarding 
World of Harry Potter you can 
ride five rides, visit the castle or 
walk through the streets of the 
village. Regardless of what you 
decide to do, it is something you 
will remember the rest of your 
life.

However, even if you aren’t 
a Harry Potter fan, Universal 
Orlando is filled with hundreds 
of other attractions based on the 
film industry for you to enjoy. 
The park consists of eight 
themed areas – Hollywood, 
Production Central, New 

York, San Francisco, World 
Expo, Springfield, and Woody 
Woodpecker's Kidzone, and Diagon 
Alley/London. Popular rides within 
these areas are The Amazing 
Adventures of Spider-Man, Popeye 
& Bluto’s Bilge-Rat Barges, 
Revenge of the Mummy, The 
Simpsons Ride, and Hollywood Rip 
Ride Rockit roller coaster. When it 
comes to Universal Orlando Resort, 
there really is no wrong choice. 

And last, the biggest destination 
you could plan for the summer is 
Disney World. It is a place where 
dreams really do come true, but 

not just for children. I traveled 
to Disney World for the first time 
this past December as a junior in 
college and it was an experience 
I will never forget. The property 
covers 27,258 acres while housing 
four theme parks, two water parks, 
four golf courses, a downtown-
like shopping district, and many 
other entertainment venues. You 
have your choice of visiting the 
iconic Cinderella’s Castle in Magic 
Kingdom, the Spaceship Earth in 
Epcot, the Great Movie Ride in 
Disney’s Hollywood Studios or the 
Tree of Life in Disney’s Animal 
Kingdom, along with many other 
attractions in each park. 

For any newcomers, visiting 
Magic Kingdom is an absolute must 
because if you don’t get a picture of 
the all-too-famous castle, did you 
really even go to Disney World? 
However, any choice you make in 
Disney World is a memory you will 
cherish forever. 

No matter if you travel around 
the state, the country, out of the 
country, or you just stay at home 
all summer, summer vacation is 
entirely what you make of it. So 
enjoy it. Do something you love. 
Spend time with the people you 
care about most. Sleep in. But 
most importantly, have fun because 
before you know it, fall will be 
upon us and a new semester will be 
in tow. 

Summer Destinations Where Dreams 
Can Come True for College Students

Photo courtesy of travelandleisure.com

By SARAH SHURGE
Staff Writer
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Greek Life organiza-
tion Phi Sigma Phi is 
holding their second an-
nual car smash event on 
Wednesday, April 13 from 
11 a.m. - 2 p.m. behind 
the University Center. 

This event lets students 
pay cash to smash up car 
as a stress reliever to deal 
with end semester pres-
sure. A hammer and sledge 

hammer will be provided 
at the event. Prices are $1 
for one swing with any 
tool, $5 for five swings 
with the hammer and $5 
for three swings with the 
sledge hammer. 

Matt Myers, president 
of Phi Sigma Phi, said 
they do this to provide 
a safe environment for 
students to let out their 
stress. 

“We do this as a fund-

raiser event for our chap-
ter,” Myers said. “It’s a 
way for students to relieve 
all that pent-up stress ac-
cumulated by studying for 
finals or finishing final 
term papers.” 

The event was origi-
nally slated for April 6, 
but was pushed back due 
to inclement weather con-
ditions.

Smash a Car, 
Smash Your Stress

Melissa Guffey is the 
newest coordinator for cam-
pus activities, a position 
that the planning, creating 
and execution of on-campus 
events and programming. 
Guffey, who filled this po-
sition on March 7, said her 
goal was to implement sev-
eral new ideas to get students 
engaged more easily. 

“I slipped in at a very 
busy time,” Guffey said. “I 
have a lot to learn about the 
students and this position.”

Guffey said she wants to 
use different mobile apps and 
web platforms that are more 
user-friendly for the stu-
dents, especially for events 
handled by the student gov-
ernment and the Office for 
Student Engagement. Doing 
this will help the students 
see all the events on campus, 
including information on 
the student organization and 
their respective events, and 
making requesting space on 
campus easier. 

“Everything will be fun-
neled into one place instead 
of having everything spread 
to multiple sites,” Guffey 
said. Guffey also said that 
the student government is on 
board with this idea and that 

they are currently trying to 
find the best system.

Guffey said she wants 
to change how events are 
planned within the Student 
Activities Board. The Stu-
dent Activities Board usu-
ally plans events three to 
four weeks in advance, but 
Guffey wants to change this 
to planning to one semester 
in advance.

“If we do a semester be-
fore, it helps students plan 
accordingly,” Guffey said. 
“It will help SAB plan and 
provide better events, as 
well as not waiting ‘til the 
last minute.”

Guffey also wants to add 
more positions to meet the 
needs of SAB. This will in-
clude adding a coordinator 
for events specified for the 
Union and a campus enrich-
ment coordinator for regulat-
ing health and wellness and 
athletic events. 

Guffey said she wants to 
bring more fine arts and per-
forming art opportunities to 
the campus, which would in-
clude bringing in more plays 
and dance troupes. Guffey 
said she wants to do this be-
cause she feels this is an area 
lacking on campus. 

Although Guffey’s ideas 

are still a plan in progress, 
and will be developing and 
changing over time, she is 
enjoying the experience of 
getting involved with the 
students and making every-
thing as easy as possible.  

“This job interests me,” 
Guffey said. “I firmly be-
lieve in engaging students 
in both curricular and co-
curricular activities and this 
position really does that for 
me.”

Upcoming Events:
The SAB Takeover is 

on Thursday, April 14 with 
events at the University 
Center from 11 a.m. - 2 p.m. 
and at the Union from 8 p.m. 
to midnight. Events at the 
UC will include relaxing-
based events, such as mas-
sage chairs in the lounge 
across from the Kochoff 
Hall. Events at the Union 
include Build a Bear in the 
Victors Den, where partici-
pants will build large bears, 
and the Headphone Disco, a 
silent dance party held in the 
House of Maize and Blue.

Crunch Brunch is on 
Wednesday, April 20, which 
is a pancake study break 
held at the Victors Den in the 
Union.

Get to Know: 
Coordinator for 

Campus Activities

Autism Speaks U held 
the Light It Up Blue event 
on April 6 from 10 a.m. - 5 
p.m. on the University Cen-
ter stage. 

This nationwide event 
was held to raise awareness 
for autism by wearing blue 
and having windows cov-
ered in blue cellophane. 

Members running the 
booth sold t-shirts to sup-
port the event and passed out 
blue glow sticks and goody 
bags filled with information 
on autism. They also had an 
interactive puzzle piece ban-
ner, where students were en-
couraged to assemble a cut 
up banner that says “light up 
blue” and write a message 
relating to autism on the 
banner itself.

Amal Khalyleh, the 
event’s coordinator, said this 

one of the most important 
events related to autism. 

“The same way pink rais-
es breast cancer awareness, 
blue raises autism aware-
ness,” Khalyleh said. “Au-
tism has become very com-
mon, whether the individual 
is higher or lower function-
ing. It’s something everyone 
should be aware of and it’s 
likely you could have a fam-
ily member or friend who is 
on the autism spectrum.”

Majd Mokbel, the co-
president of Autism Speaks 
U, said being a part of this 
event was personal because 
of his experience work-
ing with kids at the Burger 
School for Students with 
Autism in Inkster, Michigan. 

Mokbel said one particu-
lar experience he had was 
meeting a child with autism 
who would bump heads as a 
way of saying “hello.” Mok-

bel said he learned that with 
autism, not speaking isn’t 
the same as not communi-
cating, and that the spectrum 
goes beyond a common ste-
reotype. 

“It’s not just one diagno-
sis or characteristic that de-
fines autism,” Mokbel said. 
“There is a variety of aspects 
that defines autism.” 

Bahija Bazzi, the presi-
dent of Autism Speaks U, 
said the event means more 
than just raising awareness 
for autism. Bazzi said he 
feels that this event is for 
honoring the people with 
autism, whether or not they 
overcame it. 

“Even though I may not 
understand their pain, I 
know they want to feel loved 
and accepted just as we all 
do,” Bazzi said.

Students Raise 
Awareness for Autism

By TERRY LAKINS
Student Life Editor

By TERRY LAKINS
Student Life Editor

By TERRY LAKINS
Student Life Editor

Shelby Lubienski/MJ
Members of Autism Speaks U running an infomation table. 
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Lacrosse Drops a Pair of Road Games

Ewald
continued from page 1

Lindsay: Reflecting on Time 
Around UM-Dearborn Athletics

Matt Daratony controls the ball against Aquinas. The Wolverines lost to the Saints 15-14 in two OTs

After a week-and-a-half break, the Uni-
versity of Michigan-Dearborn lacrosse team 
was welcomed back to the playing field with 
a couple of road games against some tough 
opponents.

It started out on Wednesday with the Wol-
verines traveling to Lourdes to take on the 
12th-ranked Gray Wolves.

The Wolverines got out to a slow start and 
never recovered, losing to Lourdes 20-8.

The Gray Wolves (9-2) got out to an ear-
ly lead, ending the first period up 4-1. The 
Wolverines would show signs of life in the 
second period by netting four goals.

But, the second half would not be so kind 
to the Wolverines as Lourdes would out-
score them 10-3.

Matthew Rosteck and Hannibal Roda 
each found the back of the net twice dur-
ing the contest. Anders Rasmussen, Andrew 
Dixon, Brendan Salva and Gerald Belanger 
each added a goal as well.

On Sunday the Wolverines traveled back 
to Ohio, this time to take on the No. 4 team 
in the nation — Dayton.

Arguably the toughest match on the sched-
ule for the Wolverines, the score reflected it 
as the Flyers defeated UM-Dearborn 14-3.

The game was almost a mirror to the 
Lourdes game as Dayton (10-2) got out to an 
early 4-1 lead at the end of the first period. 
The Wolverines (2-7) would make things 
closer in the second period netting two goals 
and limiting the Flyers to just three.

But second half struggles haunted the 
Wolverines as they were shut-out in the final 
two periods and outscored by Dayton 7-0.

Goalie David Stephanoff said time of pos-
session was a big factor in the deciding half.

“The second half consisted of a lot of play 
in our defensive end. I think there was a five 
or six minute possession they had that we 
held them off, but they eventually whittled 
us down and scored,” Stephanoff said. “We 
made a few tiny mistakes early in the third 
period and Dayton was just good enough to 
capitalize on them and build momentum.”

Roda would find the back of the net twice 
during the game and Rosteck contributed 
with a goal of his own.

Andrew Dixon won six of the 10 faceoffs 
he took and Stephanoff made a career-high 
19 saves.

UM-Dearborn has just a week left of 
games as it will host Senior Night on April 
13 when it welcomes Lawrence Tech to the 
Detroit Country Day Fieldhouse. Then on 
April 17, the Wolverines will travel to Siena 
Heights for their final regular season game.

Since 2014, I have written a 
sports column for The Michi-
gan Journal’s final issue of the 
year, where I would reflect on 
the year of athletics at the Uni-
versity of Michigan-Dearborn.

It’s a nice way to end things 
before a long period off and has 
become almost traditionary. I 
decided to do another reflec-
tions column this year. But in-
stead of reflecting on the year of 
sports, I chose to reflect on my 
time around UM-Dearborn ath-
letics, since it is my last year — 
and issue — with the Journal.

I have been around UM-
Dearborn athletics in some ca-
pacity for the past five years. 
And during that span, I’ve seen 
a lot of things.

So let’s take a walk down 
memory lane as I look at the 
best and worst of UM-Dearborn 
athletics during my time around 
the programs, along with some 
of my favorite memories and 
moments.

The best team during my 
time at UM-Dearborn was 
hockey this year (sorry, 2015’s 
softball team). Chris Haltinner 
has preached about making na-
tionals and winning a ring for 
many years, and the Wolverines 
were finally able to deliver the 
former this year. Hockey won 
the GLCHL tournament title, 
beat Adrian three times and 
Oakland four times, and made 
it to the second round of nation-
als.

There are two choices for the 
worst team. Based on record, it 
would be the 2014 volleyball 
team, which didn’t win a single 
game. But women’s basketball 
this year, coached by Dymetrius 
Ware, gives volleyball a run for 
its money. Ware coached the 
women’s basketball team to 
an 0-17 record before Jordan 
Sweeney took over. Though 
they’d win only two games 
from that point on, they were, 
at times, a completely different 
team.

When it comes to players, 

there are many who qualify as 
“best” material.

There’s hockey’s Michael 
Macari, who, three years after 
his playing career ended, had 
his number retired. He’s one of 
the best players to play at UM-
Dearborn, in any sport.

Women’s basketball’s Jal-
issa Williams, lacrosse’s Dylan 
Hatcher and Ruben Cabello and 
hockey’s Ryan Urso and Nate 
Ferris are also in that upper ech-
elon category.

Williams was a dominant 
athlete during her final two 
seasons. Hatcher and Cabello 
set several records during the 
lacrosse’s first varsity season. 
Urso and Ferris have been at the 
center of the hockey’s rebirth 
— both were valuable additions 
at their positions and should be 
able to do some fantastic things 
the next two seasons.

I think you’ll be able to add 
hockey’s Tyler Groat and men’s 
basketball’s Ali Farhat and Mar-
cus Williams to that list soon.

The theme around UM-
Dearborn athletics used to be 
rebuilding. And for some pro-
grams, it still is. But two teams 
were able to break through for a 
pair of incredible moments this 
winter.

Hockey made an improb-
able run at the GLCHL tourna-
ment title at the end of February. 
They had to get by pesky Indi-
ana Tech in the first round and 
powerhouses Adrian and Dav-
enport in the second and third 
rounds, respectively. And they 
did just that.

Then there’s men’s basket-
ball’s chase for No. 14 — the 
record for most wins by the 
program in a single season. The 
team accomplished the feat with 
three games remaining in the 
season. Thanks to an eligibility 
issue, though, they had to for-
feit five of their wins before the 
season finale. No more history, 
no more record — all gone. It 
was a gut punch to a team that 
was trying to take the next step 
in their revival.

Now, let’s look at some of 
my favorite memories and mo-
ments from being around UM-
Dearborn athletics.

My first exposure to UM-
Dearborn athletics came shortly 
after I became a student here at 
the university. It was a volley-
ball game that I broadcasted for 
WUMD Sports.

Little did I know that was 
only the beginning of my time 
at the Fieldhouse. I began 
broadcasting hockey and it lead 
to one of my top UM-Dearborn 
athletics moments.

It was a November 2011 
hockey game played at Adrian. 
Former Journal sports editor 
Chris Zadoronzy and I made 
the trip to broadcast hockey’s 
13-1 loss. But the score hardly 
defines the game — there were 
several fights, including the 
ever-elusive goalie fight. It’s a 
memory I enjoy sharing to this 
day.

Another big moment was 
the Wolves to Wolverines name 
change prior to the 2013-2014 
academic year. It would certain-
ly shake things up.

In my opinion, the name 
change began a new era of ath-
letics at UM-Dearborn. A new 
sense of pride was placed on 
UM-Dearborn athletics. I loved 
the Wolves name and how it 
made UM-Dearborn stand out 
from U-M, but three years af-
ter its introduction, I know the 
Wolverine name has been ben-
eficial.

Some other moments that 
stand out: women’s basketball 
playing at Crisler, softball fin-
ishing runner-up in last spring’s 
WHAC tournament and la-
crosse and men’s soccer be-
coming varsity sports.

There’s one word I’d use 
summarize my five years 
around UM-Dearborn athlet-
ics — evolution. I’m sure that, 
five years from now, the things I 
have reflected on in my column 
will seem prehistoric. 

And that would be great.

By RICKY LINDSAY
Editor in Chief

@RLinds35

for a doubleheader at Alumni 
Field on the Ann Arbor cam-
pus.  

Alumni Field has been used 
by the Wolverines of Ann Ar-
bor since 1982. It has hosted 14 
NCAA regional tournaments. 
For the first time in nearly three 
years, it will host the Wolver-
ines of Dearborn.

On April 26, 2013, UM-
Dearborn took the field against 
conference rival Davenport. 
Payne was just a freshman, but 
the memory hasn’t faded a bit.

 “It’s a surreal experience 
stepping on that field for the 
first time. It’s a gorgeous field 
and just knowing some fan-
tastic players, like Amanda 

Chidester and Jordan Taylor, 
called it home is enough to 
make it exciting.”

Sophomore Jordan Ewald 
will be playing on Alumni 
Field for the first time with 
UM-Dearborn.  “I’m excited to 
actually be able to play a game 
first off,” she said, “but I’m 
also very excited to be playing 
on such a nice field and to set 
the stage for our season.”

Alumni Field’s 1,800 seat 
grandstand and impressive 
scoreboard are sure to excite 
the team that typically plays 
their home games at Ladywood 
High School. Should the sec-
ond game get a little late into 
the evening, the Wolverines 
will play under the lights.

Last season, the Wolver-
ines split their season series 

with Lourdes. The Wolverines 
cruised to an 11-1 beat-down 
in game one, but dropped game 
two by one run. Their meet-
ing Wednesday will be the first 
chance for either squad to gain 
ground in the conference this 
season.

Even with all of the excite-
ment surrounding the special 
game, the upperclassmen will 
not let the team forget what 
they are really there for.

“The most exciting part 
for me is that we’re going to 
kick off our season in terms 
of league play at such a well-
known field,” said Payne. “It’s 
a different field, not a different 
game. We want to go in and 
make a statement, and being at 
that field will just be icing on 
the cake.”

translators, but there are 
a lot of universal terms in 
sports that might be a com-
mon ground. I’m interested 
to see.”

Ewald will be the first 
person from UM-Dearborn 
to head to the FISU Forum, 
and there is a lot of excite-
ment from faculty members 
in the athletic department.

“We are extremely ex-
cited for Jordan,” athletic 
director Matt Beaudry said. 
“She embodies being a stu-
dent athlete through her 
commitment to excellence 
in competition, the class-
room and community. It is a 
tremendous accomplishment 
to have one of our student 
athletes selected to represent 
the University of Michigan-
Dearborn, National Associa-
tion of Intercollegiate Ath-
letics and the United States. 
She’s very deserving of this 
honor.”

Ewald shares the same 
excitement, as she is taking 
on the responsibility as an 
ambassador for collegiate 
athletics in the country, and 
for the university.

“I’m really excited and 
proud of myself. Everything 
I’ve done for so long is com-
ing together,” Ewald said. 
“Working really hard with 
schoolwork and sports and 
making great relationships, 
it feels good to represent a 
school I’m really proud of.

“Some people look down 
on UM-Dearborn and don’t 
appreciate what’s going on; 
it’s really nice to be able to 
represent them and put us on 
the map. You want to go out 
and represent your school 
and your sport elsewhere. 
We put a lot of work in 
around here and sometimes 
we don’t get the recognition 
we deserve.”

Ewald and the other rep-
resentative from the United 
States will leave a few days 
early from Detroit and fly 
into Paris to spend a few 
days sightseeing and doing 
tourist activities.

The two will be accom-
panied by Lori Thomas, a 
board member of the United 
States International Univer-
sity Sports Federation.

They will then take a train 
to Montpellier to take part in 
the six-day event. 

The biggest takeaway 

Ewald hopes to get from 
this event is to gain better 
knowledge about sports and 
the sports culture in other 
countries — mostly about 
women in sports.

“I want to go into sports 
broadcasting, and in my in-
terview they talked about 
how women are underrep-
resented in sports and over 
here they have it better than 
other places,” Ewald said. “I 
want to know what it’s like 
in other countries and how 
they deal with it. It might 
give me better opinions 
when I come back from a 
global consensus.”

It will be an opportunity 
and a time that Ewald likely 
will never forget. Not many 
college athletes can say that 
they are one of two stu-
dent-athletes going halfway 
around the world to say they 
are representing their coun-
try. Ewald is one of them.

The UM-Dearborn Fieldhouse. Both basketball teams, hockey, and volleyball play here.
Ricky Lindsay/MJ
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Farhat Finds Home in UM-Dearborn

Stover: NCAA Ban of Satellite Camps, 
Just a Road Block for Harbaugh

Amber Ainsworth/MJ
Ali Farhat dribbles the ball against Madonna. Farhat averaged 13.9 points per game this season for UM-Dearborn

Julie St. John pitching again Oakland Comm. College. St. John as been pitching in relief as a freshman
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Staff Writer

@JackVanAssche

Softball to Kickoff Conference Play 
in Ann Arbor

Softball to play in Ann Arbor
continued on page 7

By JERAMY STOVER
Sports Editor
@JStover96

Photo courtesy of Gina Payne

It took Ali Farhat a few years to find a col-
lege basketball home.

He started his career as a preferred walk-
on with Eastern Michigan (NCAA Division-I) 
in 2013. He played one season with Eastern 
Michigan before transferring to Wayne State 
(NCAA Division-II) in January 2015.

Turns out home was right in his backyard.
Farhat, a Dearborn native, took his talents 

to the University of Michigan-Dearborn last 
fall to join the men’s basketball program.

“I came to UM-Dearborn because I love my 
city, and representing the city of Dearborn at 
the collegiate level is an honor,” Farhat said. 
“I want to put Dearborn on the map.”

***
One of Farhat’s biggest games with Eastern 

Michigan came early in the season.
The Eagles traveled to Lexington, Ken. to 

take on Kentucky, the college basketball pow-
erhouse, on Nov. 27, 2013. They gave Ken-
tucky a good fight, trailing 35-32 at halftime, 
but the Wildcats’ future NBA talents took care 
of business for an 81-63 win.

It was Kentucky’s 500th win at Rupp Are-
na.

Farhat played two minutes and missed his 

lone shot attempt in the game. Yet the experi-
ence was a memorable one.

“Playing at Kentucky almost felt like a 
dream,” Farhat recalled. “As soon as I stepped 
out on to the court it was like a different spot-
light. All the screaming fans and cameras star-
ing right at you as you try to perform your best 
on the big screen.

“Kentucky is one of the best programs in 
the country and it was an honor to be able to 
play against a team of such talent.”

It was a learning experience for Farhat, 
too. Under coach John Calipari, Kentucky has 
been known for churning out prospects to the 
NBA. Six Wildcats who played in the game 
against Eastern Michigan have been selected 
in the NBA Draft: Julius Randle (Los Ange-
les Lakers), Willie Cauley-Stein (Sacramento 
Kings), Andrew Harrison (Phoenix Suns),  
Aaron Harrison (Charlotte Hornets), Dakari 
Johnson (Oklahoma City Thunder) and Roch-
ester’s James Young (Boston Celtics).

“I learned that there is some great talent out 
there, and if I one day want to be mentioned 
with some of the players that I played against 
on that night, then I of course have a lot of 
work to do,” Farhat said.

***
Farhat’s UM-Dearborn debut didn’t happen 

overnight.
Head coach Taylor Langley announced his 

addition to the program on Oct. 17 during 
Michigan football’s game against Michigan 
State.

Problem was, Farhat couldn’t suit up for the 
Wolverines in the fall semester. He was still 
enrolled at Wayne State. Before he could play, 
Farhat had to apply and get accepted into UM-
Dearborn, finish his classes at Wayne State 
and then had to be ruled eligible by the NAIA.

“There was a lot of work to be done to 
make it happen,” Langley said. “It wasn’t just 
as easy as he wants to come here and can start 
playing games. I wish it was.”

Farhat was able to play in the winter semes-
ter and made his debut on Jan. 6.

It didn’t take long for him to make a splash 
in the box score. He scored 16 points in his de-
but. He averaged 13.9 points and 4.4 rebounds 
per game in the 14 games he played.

Late in the season, Farhat kicked it up an-
other notch. He dropped 30 or more points in 
two late-season games.

More importantly, his addition helped push 
UM-Dearborn over the hump. The Wolver-
ines set the record for most wins in a season 
and appeared WHAC tournament-bound with 
him. But the record was squashed after the 
team had to forfeit five of those wins due to an 
undisclosed eligibility issue.

***
Farhat’s path to UM-Dearborn has been 

long, winding and featured several stops.
It isn’t easy for any college student to take 

classes at three different colleges in three 
years, let alone a student-athlete.

This fall, Farhat will have more stability in 
his life. It’ll be his second semester at UM-
Dearborn. The rising junior should be a valu-
able weapon for the Wolverines.

Langley hopes Farhat is able to settle in, 
and expects him to take the next step in his 
game once he is able to do so.

“I think it’s hard to settle in somewhere and 
make somewhere your home and then build 
around that,” Langley said. “I think once he 
does that, he’s going to develop great consis-
tency as a player... Once he settles in, he’s go-
ing to be a force at this level.”

Farhat is eyeing the record for wins in a 
season with the goal of breaking it for good. 
He has at least two years to make it happen.

“Although those games were taken away 
from us on paper they were not taken from 
our hearts,” Farhat said. “We are coming back 
even harder next year, being bigger, better, 
faster and stronger. We are going to work our 
tails off to make a run in the tournament next 
year with the ultimate goal being to have a 
banner hung up in the gym at the end of the 
season.”

The University of Michi-
gan-Dearborn softball team 
had recovered from their tiring 
Arizona trip and were eager to 
start conference play. They had 
an Indiana Tech team in their 
sights, and an itch to get on the 
diamond. But Michigan weath-
er had other plans.

The Wolverines were sup-
posed to kick off conference 

play April 2 against the War-
riors, but the game was called 
off due to inclement weather. 
So far this April, eight games 
have been cancelled for the 
Wolverines, leaving them with 
no conference experience to 
date.

Wolverine senior Nikki 
Payne described how the team 
has felt following the washouts 
saying, “It’s been a bit frustrat-
ing, because we’re all ready to 

be outside on the dirt and grass 
so we can actually play. But 
that’s Michigan weather for 
you - we’ll sit tight a few hours 
and watch it change.”

Hopefully Mother Nature 
allows the Wolverines to sneak 
in their next scheduled games, 
which are sure to be special.

Wednesday, UM-Dearborn 
is scheduled to take on Lourdes 

This past Friday, the National Collegiate 
Athletics Association put a ban on the use of 
satellite camps, effective immediately.

The Division-I Council approved a propos-
al that requires schools to “conduct camps and 
clinics at their school’s facilities or at facilities 
regularly used for practice or competition.”

This puts clamps on the imaginative mind 
of one Jim Harbaugh. The head coach of the 
University of Michigan football team planned 
to take his staff to Georgia, Alabama, Missis-
sippi, Virginia, Florida and Texas for a series 
of camps throughout the summer.

Much like he did last summer in what was 
dubbed the “Summer Swarm Tour,” when the 
Wolverines coaching staff visited schools in 
Alabama, Florida, Texas, Indiana, Pennsylva-
nia and California.

Concluding the tour last season, Michigan 
received a handful of commitments that in-
cluded Brandon Peters, Kingston David, Da-
vid Bush Jr. and David Long.

But now these “tours” will no longer ex-
ist, at least in the fashion they once were. No 
longer will Harbaugh be able to step foot at 
a distant high school and take his shirt off to 
play football with potential recruits.

We can sit here for hours and argue why the 
NCAA choose to take this action. Sure, a part 
of it is that the Southeastern Conference didn’t 
want teams from the north, such as Michigan 
and Ohio State, poaching the talent in their 
part of the country.

But the question of why did the NCAA ban 
satellite camps isn’t the main question. Be-
cause that won’t change the future — the ban 
will stay and people will have to learn to live 
with it.

The real question is, what will Harbaugh do 
next to juke around the governing body of his 
sport?

This is the man who took recruiting to new 
heights, from his “Summer Swarm” tour to 
taking his team down to Florida for practice 
over spring break — which some coaches have 
voiced concerning opinions about as well.

This is a coach who has spent the night at 
not just one, but two recruits’ houses. A tactic 
that may seem odd to the common man — but 
it was a way of business for a not-so-common 
man.

This is a guy who turned signing day at his 
school into a show filled with ESPN person-
alities, famous alums, and Ric Flair.

Jim Harbaugh hasn’t just re-energized the 
Michigan football program, he’s revolution-
ized the college football landscape.

He’s made other coaches think about doing 
things they’ve never thought of. He’s made 
other programs feel uneasy, yet urgent to go 
bolder.

Hell, you can make the argument Harbaugh 
himself made the NCAA change a rule in just 
his second year back in the college ranks.

The ban on satellite camps will slow Har-
baugh down, for now. But soon enough he’ll 
find another way to get ahead of the competi-
tion.

By RICKY LINDSAY
Editor-in-Chief

@RLinds35
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