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BY MEGHAN SEARS
GUEST WRITER

Toni Bunton, Masters in
Liberal Studies student,
won the 2011 Association
of Graduate Liberal Studies
Programs’ (AGLSP) Award
for her creative writing in
her Master’s Thesis.
Toni’s winning excerpt
from her Master’s Thesis,
entitled “A Tree Grows in
Prison,” will be published
in AGLSP’s Confluence

UMD.UMICH.EDU

journal in January. The excerpt was written to provide a voice for the women
that Toni left during her 16
year stay in prison.
“I enjoy writing about
the people I met in prison
because I feel it is my responsibility to share their
stories,” said Bunton.
Toni grew up in Southwest Detroit and attended
Cass Tech High School, but
dropped out before graduating. When she was 17 years

Climb up four flights of
stairs, make your way
through a door that looks
like a part of the wall, and
you are into the office of the
library director. The office
is of conservative décor, featuring a collection of glass
and artwork from the
Markowitz Gallery, along
with some personal items,
such as family pictures.
There is nothing lavish or
bizarre, or reminiscent of the
Rococo style.
Last month, the Mardigian Library hired Elaine
Logan as its newest director,
taking over for Tim Richards
after his 22-year term.
Logan is rather small in
stature, but large in atmos-

phere. She projects an aura
of confidence and sophistication befitting someone of
her position.
Logan is not unfamiliar
with the University of
Michigan-Dearborn library
system. Her first tenure at
the library was from 1987 to
1991, just after she had completed her master’s degree in
Library Information Sciences. She was born in
Ohio, but don’t hold that
against her, as she earned
her master’s at Michigan’s
Ann Arbor campus, where
she believes she was the
only student in her program
raising a child.
After she left Dearborn,
she went back to Ann Arbor,

Library
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To report an incident or to claim a
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Campus Safety at
(313) 593-5333

New director Elaine Logan
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“How Lowe can you go?” Lowe’s pulls ads
from TLC’s All-American Muslim
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to pass time,” said Bunton.
In 2008, after 16 years,
Toni’s sentence was commuted by Governor Jennifer Granholm, and in
2009 she was awarded an
undisclosed amount of
money from her lawsuit
against the Michigan Prison
System for the sexual abuse
of inmates.
“It’s sort of like being reborn from the dead,” said
Bunton recalling her experience leaving the prison
and returning to civilization.
Toni’s rebirth included
her enrolling at the University of Michigan-Dearborn’s Masters in Liberal
Studies program, where
Carolyn Kraus oversees her
writing. Bunton also works
with the non-profit Mercy
Education Project in Southwest Detroit, which advocates for the rights of
women.
“It’s really exciting to be
able to work in the community to make change so that
what happened to me doesn’t happen to someone
else,” said Bunton.

New director brings skill to Mardigian
BY KYLE SCHAFER
STAFF WRITER

28

39

old she was the driver for a
marijuana deal that ended
in murder.
“Looking back now there
were too few positive role
models in the neighborhood,” said Bunton.
In 1991, Toni was sentenced to 25 to 50 years in
prison. She spent the majority of her sentence at the
new Robert Scott Correctional Facility in Plymouth
where she was sexually
abused.
“I felt very scared because there were no regulations it seemed for the first
5 years,” said Bunton.
Toni received her Bachelor’s Degree in prison
through Spring Arbor University. She continued further education through
University of MichiganDearborn Professor Lora
Lempert’s program to place
volunteer professors at several Michigan prisons.
Through Lempert’s program, Toni met UM-D Professor Carolyn Kraus, who
fine-tuned her creative
writing.
“I wrote letters as a way

FACEBOOK.COM

BY STEPHANIE COSBY
NEWS EDITOR

Home
improvement
store Lowe’s is facing
public backlash after its
announcement that it will
pull its advertisements
from all future airings of
the Dearborn-based TLC
reality show, All-American Muslim.

Lowe’s withdrew its
advertisements
after
protest from the Florida
Family
Association
(FFA). On its website,
FFA says, “The Learning
Channel's new show AllAmerican
Muslim
is
propaganda clearly designed to counter legitimate and present-day
concerns about many

Muslims who are advancing Islamic fundamentalism and Sharia law. The
show profiles only Muslims that appear to be ordinary
folks
while
excluding many Islamic
believers whose agenda
poses a clear and present
danger to liberties and
traditional values that the
majority of Americans
cherish.”
The FFA lists all of the
companies that advertise
during each episode and
offers a pre-written email
for supporters to send to
the various advertisers.
Lowe’s acknowledged
that it pulled advertisements but insisted it was
for broader reasons. "We
understand the program
raised concerns, com-

plaints, or issues from
multiple sides of the
viewer spectrum, which
we found after doing research of news articles
and blogs covering the
show,'' said Katie Cody, a
Lowe's spokeswoman.
Outrage toward Lowe’s
has been widespread. A
petition against the “bigotry and fear-mongering”
cropped up on SignOn.org
to urge current TLC advertisers to stand up
against
Islamophobia.
The petition had reached
over 8,500 at print.
Hip hop artist and social activist Russell Simmons
expressed
his
outrage toward Lowe’s

Lowe’s

Fall
semester
sings its
swan song

BY SAMANTHA ELLIOTT
EDITOR IN CHIEF

For optimists, it’s the most
wonderful time of the year.
For pessimists, it’s the
worst.
The time of finals is upon
us, with another semester
come and nearly gone.
Gone are the days where
students basked in the sunshine, sprawled across the
grass while studying. Gone
is the water in Chancellor’s
Pond. The green grounds of
the campus have been blanketed with snow several
times over the past few
weeks, foreshadowing the
blizzards (and hopefully
snow days) we’re sure to
get in the coming months.
Yes, another semester has
come and gone here at UMDearborn. The library is
now packed with students
filling their heads with last
minute knowledge, hoping
to do well enough on exams
and pass their classes.
It has been quite the semester here at UM-D. One
Michigan Coalition has
brought many changes to
campus, including the addition of a new rock and several new organizations.
Wolf Pack has added several field days throughout
the semester as a break
from the strenuous work of
classes. Student Activities
Board has put on several
events, offering college students their favorite things-free food and
entertainment.
For some, this was just the
beginning. Others are nearing the end. For December
graduates, it is the end.
This Saturday we'll lose
part of our campus as those
students graduate and head
out into the real world. As I
am friends with several
who will be gone in just a
week, it's really made me
realize that all good things
do come to and end, and far
too quickly.
As I wrap up yet another
semester with The Michigan Journal, I'm faced with
the reality that when
classes start in January, I'll
have 15 weeks left on campus. Fifteen weeks. An en-

Semester’s end
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Michigan Difference XXX
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The Simpsons Speak Dearborn

BY STEPHANIE COSBY
NEWS EDITOR

The
University
of
Michigan and Central
Michigan University were
among several colleges
that
purchased
many
XXX domain names this
past week. The purchases
are a proactive approach
to prevent the university
brand from being associated with adult websites.
The Internet Corporation for Assigned Names
and Numbers opened the
XXX market to universities and other groups before opening it to the
general public. U-M purchased 21 website names,
including MichiganDiff e r e n c e . X X X ,
mgoblue.XXX,
and
umonline.XXX.
“This is viewed as a rational and practical step
to protecting our image,”
said U-M spokesman Rick
Fitzgerald.
According to the Detroit Free Press, “experts

PHOTO COURTESTY OF: YOUTUBE
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Instead, they will monitor
the web and “pursue anyone who uses its trademarks or images on a
non-university-approved
site,” says the Free Press.
Such a practice is
somewhat common in the
business world. Roughly
50 of the nearly 470 domain names owned by UM were acquired to
protect against infringement or unwanted association.

say universities need to
be particularly concerned
because of the adult entertainment
industry's
long history of producing
material with college
themes.”
Penn State, Purdue,
Pittsburgh, Carnegie Mellon, Indiana, and Grand
Valley also purchased
XXX names. Michigan
State University declined
to buy any because they
feel there are too many.

BY MATT AINSWORTH
GUEST WRITER

As the new episode of The
Simpsons aired on Fox late
Sunday night, viewers across
the nation got to see The University of Michigan- Dearborn
play the centerpiece of a joke
for the show.
During the episode, Lisa
Simpson and Milhouse (two
regular child characters on the
show) are flashed forward into
the future, where the quick
Dearborn joke takes place.
In the scene, Milhouse

brings up how he would like
to go to a non-Christmascelebrating state. Lisa, his
supposed wife, responds “you
can go back to Michigan, it’s
still under Sharia Law.” Milhouse then says, “Yeah, but
they always make me wear a
veil.”
At that point, Mlihouse
points to a picture on the wall
of him dressed up in a black
veil, covered head to toe, in
front of the University of
Michigan-Dearborn. There are
also two Muslim-looking stu-

dents next to him in the picture.
This portrayal of the University of Michigan-Dearborn
got several different reactions
as the episode was aired. A
couple of students even posted
it on Facebook soon after.
One member of YouTube
recorded the video from their
TV and posted it for everyone
to see. The video soared from
21 views to over 200 in a matter of eight hours.
As the amount of Muslims
in the United States continues
to rise, the national spotlight
has passed over Dearborn
many times. Several recent
events have caused Dearborn
to become more and more
popular in the news.
As for the University of
Michigan-Dearborn, this publicity could either hurt or help
the University.
Whether the people of the
city like it or not, Dearborn
will continue to be exposed,
especially with media such as
TLC's All-American Muslim
or the YouTube favorite The
Ed and Moe Show.

Syrian upheaval causes rifts in local communities
While the conflict in
Syria is well-known, the rift it
is causing in communities of
Arab immigrants around the
world has been less reported.
One such community is UMD’s hometown, Dearborn,
Michigan. Arabs comprise
roughly 30% of the population
of Dearborn, mostly concentrated in neighborhoods on
Dearborn’s east side and in the
“South End” neighborhood.
Though virtually all
major media outlets acknowledge accusations of crimes
against humanity by the government of Syrian President
Bashar al-Assad, there is some
support for him here and
abroad. Accurate confirmation
is less possible in Syria, which
has banned foreign media and
only issues reports through
state-run TV, but there have
been pro-Assad rallies in
Dearborn and other American
cities.
Communities across
America and in Dearborn
have also rallied in support of
the anti-Assad uprising, citing
the aforementioned Human
Rights Watch reports, the independent UN commission,
and reports of major and
minor media outlets alike. The
Arab League has suspended
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BY THOMAS MAKLED
COPY EDITOR

The strife and separation
caused by the uprising in
Syria has received decent coverage in the news, despite the
banning of most foreign
media from the country.
Assad, whose family has ruled
for four decades, was faced
with protests which flared
after the detention and reported torture of a group of
teenagers who painted antigovernment slogans in graffiti
on walls last March, according
to Human Rights Watch.
Since then, the UN
estimates that more than 4,000
people have died, including
407 children. The government
claims they are fighting armed
gangs, but army defectors,

victims, and witnesses interviewed during an independent
UN commission and on many
other well-known media
sources claim unarmed civilians account for the majority
of deaths. Human Rights
Watch, an international group
advocating for the protection
and continuation of human
rights across the globe, has issued a report titled “We Live
as in War,” documenting violence in the Syrian city of
Homs and its surrounding
governorate. According to this
report, “…violations by Syrian security forces from midApril to the end of
August…[have] killed at least
587 civilians, the highest
number of casualties for any
single governorate.”

Syria as a member, indefinitely.
Some of the underlying tension over the issue surfaced in Dearborn last week,
with those who support Assad
and those who support the
revolution against him exchanging words. Some community members claimed to
have been harassed and threatened over the internet because
of their stances on the issue.
The Michigan Journal
requested comment from
Dearborn community members on both sides of the issue.
Former UM-D Student Government President Tarek Baydoun, currently an attorney
with the Allen Brothers law
firm in Detroit, responded
agreeing to comment but has
not issued a comment since
his initial response. Baydoun
has publically expressed his
support for Assad’s government in Syria. Wayne State
student Jon Akkari and UM-D
student Welid Ali, both Dearborn residents, were open to
express their opinions.
“I find it a little disheartening and hypocritical,”
said Ali, “that many of the
same people who I remember
were against Saddam Hussein
now stand in favor of Bashar

al-Assad.” He described the
two rulers’ similarities, saying
that they are “both secular dictators…who attacked the opposite sectarian branch of their
faith to stay in power.” Giving
reason as to why some who
have supported other Arab
revolutions and decried Saddam Hussein’s rule now support Assad, Ali said that this is
“another case of sectarianism
rearing its ugly head,” citing
the oft-conflicted Shia and
Sunni sects of Islam. “Why
can't human rights, rather than
religion, be the litmus test in
determining whether a ruler is
good or bad?” said Ali.
Akkari pointed to
what he calls “a second degree
of hypocrisy” concerning the
disagreements over Assad in
Dearborn, with the core basis
of Assad’s support in Dearborn centering on the topic of
Israel. “Most, I would say, in
this city are highly critical of
Israeli war policy and war tactics used against Palestine,
and rightfully so, [but] many
of these same fellows are
fiercely defending the Assad
regime,” said Akkari. He went
on to say that the “main point
of this hypocrisy [is] that of
the human rights violations
and atrocities committed by

Assad.”
Akkari and Ali mentioned that there is the possibility of holding some sort of
public forum between community members. All involved
hope to retain the awareness
that they are members of a
community first and foremost,
before their opinions concerning foreign politics. They hold
out hope that an intellectual
discourse can facilitate an informative discussion and help
to keep this community and
many others together, despite
diverging opinions.
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The Great Mitten Debate

PUREMICHIGAN.ORG

BY KYLE SCHAFER
STAFF WRITER

Michigan and Wisconsin
both look like mittens. Wait,
what? Really? Is that a thing?
It is apparently so. Wisconsin
natives believe that Door
County (along the waters of
Green Bay) is the “thumb”.
This movement has gained
popularity within the Badger
State, with the Wisconsin Department of Tourism using a
mitten in their “Travel Wisconsin” ads.
Staring at states and deciding they look like real-life objects is nothing new, and
almost as popular as staring at
clouds with the same intent.
Many states have been attributed to looking like certain
objects.
Let’s quickly review.
Everyone knows Michigan
looks like a glove. If you
deny that, even Stevie Wonder
would question your eyesight.
Michigan is pretty cool, too.

It is like the state that is going
up top to give a high five. In
that same fashion, Alaska is
pretty cool, as they appear to
be reaching out and giving
you five to the side. Hands
abound, Idaho even looks like
one of those “We’re Number
1” foam fingers at sporting
events.
Texas looks like a star,
while Oklahoma looks like a
pot with a handle, and you can
use your imagination as to
what Florida looks like. For
all the math majors, Tennessee
is the only state to look distinctly like a parallelogram.
And of course, everyone
knows that Wyoming looks
exactly like Picasso’s Guernica.
But what is there to make
of this Wisconsin mitten
thing? Try to make it. Take
your right hand, look at your
palm, bring in your thumb,
bend it outward, then bow
your fingers forward, as if to
wave. It kind of looks like

Wisconsin, but not from any
other angle than head on.
The convenience of the
mitten in Michigan is everyone carries two copies of a
crude map with them (amputees
notwithstanding).
Where does your family go on
summer vacation? Pull out
the ol’ right meathook and
point to the second knuckle on
your ring finger, and people
know it is somewhere around
Traverse City. Because of
how much you have to bow
your fingers to make Wisconsin, it makes it difficult to
show someone who is looking
at a different perspective.
But really, this is mostly
ridiculous. This sounds more
like the residents of a state trying to forge something out of
nothing, like fitting a square
peg in a round hole. Wisconsin is known for many things:
cheese, bratwurst, beer,
hockey, the Winnebago, and
tourism, but not mittens.

Library

continued from page A-1

where she worked at the
Pfizer Research Library
from 1991 until 2007, when
Pfizer sold the research site.
She was offered a job in
Connecticut, but turned it
down for family reasons,
though was offered the position of associate dean at the
library at Eastern Michigan
University.
“The role of academic libraries is changing,” says
Logan, who seemed to want
to make it an academic
“hub” for students, where
writing centers and interactive technology demonstrations
are
offered.
Furthermore,
connection
with Ann Arbor and Flint
will be expanded with the
“One University Project”
that will help share electronic resources across the

Lowe’s

continued from page A-1

this past weekend. “This
can’t happen in America;
[Lowe's] needs to fix this
immediately,” Simmons
said. “They can’t get
away with that, it’s
ridiculous.”
Simmons
called on Lowe’s to reverse its stance.
California Senator Ted
Lieu also spoke against
the company. “Lowe’s action is bigoted, shameful,
and un-American,” Senator Lieu said in a letter to
Robert A. Noblock, the
CEO of Lowe’s. “I call on
Lowe’s to rescind its action and apologize to
Americans who are Muslim. If Lowe’s continues
its religious bigotry, I
will encourage boycotts
of Lowe’s and look into
legislative remedies.”
All-American Muslim
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three campuses.
Logan says she is, “…in
listening mode.” She has
been meeting with the dean,
the president of student government and other student
leaders, the library staff, and
other sources of influence to
find out what changes are
needed in the here and now,
and down the road to form a
21st century library atmosphere. The library will be
working with Community
Engagement and Partnership
Services, Academic Service
Learning, and Civic Engagement to promote interactive
collaborative learning across
disciplines
For all the old-schoolers
out there, the collection of
microfilm and microfiche
are not going anywhere.
Those resources have information that, “…we do not
have in any other format,”
says Logan.

cast members took to
Twitter and Facebook to
air their displeasure.
“This is NOT about
standing up for All-American Muslim,” said Shadia Amen-McDermott on
her Facebook page. “This
is about standing up
against bigotry and hatred
in this country founded
on peace, justice, and
equality.”
Lowe’s responded to
the complaints via Facebook. Insisting they value
diversity and inclusion,
Lowe’s says that it “has
received a significant
amount of communication
on this program, from
every perspective possible.
Individuals
and
groups have strong political and societal views on
this topic, and this program became a lighting
rod for many of those
views.”
“As a result we did pull

The Canadians among us: Canadian Geese
BY SAMANTHA ELLIOTT
EDITOR IN CHIEF

Everyone knows them.
They are the dreaded
brown-bodied,
white
chested,
long,
blacknecked Canadian Geese.
A common sight in the
Dearborn area, they will
park themselves right on
Evergreen, causing mile
long backups until they
move and making everyone late for class.
Many in the area find
themselves
aggravated
with the geese, and some
question why they are here
if they are called the
“Canadian Geese.” Contrary to what their name
suggests, the geese are
found in every contiguous
state in the United States.
Although they will migrate south from certain
states, the geese can be
found in Michigan year
round, despite the winter

cold.
When the birds do migrate they can cover up to
1,500 miles in just twentyfour hours, but typically
travel at a slower pace.
The birds wing span,
which can cover up to
sixty-eight inches, helps
them to travel the long
distances. They are easily
recognizable by their giant
V formation in the skies,
always traveling in flocks
unless nesting.
During nesting season,
the geese will make their
nests out of a mixture of
grass and plants mixed
with feather down. Females can lay anywhere
from two to twelve eggs,
each taking up to a day to
lay. The males will then
guard the eggs during their
month-long incubation period.
While the geese are
common in habitats rich in
water and grazing fields or
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half miles from both LaGuardia airport and JFK
airport.
The park was known for
its goose population and
residents in the area frequented the park throughout the week to visit and
feed the geese. One day in
June, visitors noticed that
the geese were missing-all four hundred that lived
in the park.
Word later came out
that the federal Agriculture Department had sent
wildlife biologists and
technicians in to round up
the geese and take them to
a nearby factory where
they were gassed with

our advertising on this
program,” Lowe’s continues. “We believe it is best
to respectfully defer to
communities, individuals
and groups to discuss and
consider such issues of
importance.”

DIST28.CASEN.GOVOFFICE

Senator Ted Lieu

Semester’s end
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large lawns, they are still
able to adapt and thrive in
virtually any habitat.
The birds have become
such a problem in city
areas that some cities have
taken measures to take
care of the problem.
New York City received
negative attention when
they tried to control their
Canadian Geese population in June of 2010. The
city decided that the geese
caused too much of a
problem for area airports
and set out to decrease the
population in parks within
seven miles of local airports. Prospect Park in
Brooklyn lay six and a

Logan loves to read, but
she also plays golf–apt for a
woman whose maiden name
is “Mulligan.” Her handicap: that she hasn’t played
enough rounds to be good,
she said, going on to say
jokingly, “Two things you
never ask a woman are her
age and her handicap.
Off the course, she is
quite musical, playing English hand bells in her church
choir. Her children have all
moved out on their own and
are in the workforce, leaving
an empty nest at her home in
the Ann Arbor area.
“I am honored and happy
to be here,” said Logan.
“This is a real exciting time
to be at the Mardigian Library and at the University
of Michigan-Dearborn campus.” Keep an eye on the library in the coming months
to see what new and exciting
developments come about.

lethal doses of carbon
dioxide. The executions
were timed for the period
when the geese molt, and
are thus unable to fly.
In the early 1900’s the
geese were almost extinct
in certain areas of the
country. During this time,
they were guarded by federal laws and even reintroduced to certain areas of
the country to help bring
back their population-New York state included.
Now, the population seems
to be out of control and efforts are being made by
many groups to help keep
their population in check
in a more humane way.
CYAN

tire semester that, for freshmen, will probably feel like
3 years, but to me will feel
like 3 weeks. There have
been so many times during
my career at UM-D that
I've said, "I can't wait to be
out." And now that it's happening, I'm realizing how
much I'll miss it.
Don't get me wrong, I
can't wait to start my realworld career, supported by
all of the knowledge I've
gained on this wonderful
campus. But at the same
time, I'll miss the relative
simplicity of college life.
No more skipping class if
you're tired. No more having your friends sitting in
class at the desk next to
you. No more scheduling
classes late in the day so
you don’t have to get up
early. Though, on a lighter
note, no more fighting for
parking spaces!
As finals approach and
the campus starts to empty,
The Michigan Journal will
begin its winter hibernation
until mid-January, when we
return with more fantastic
campus news. For those returning to campus in 2012-have a fantastic break and
get as much relaxing in as
you can. For those graduating--we at The Michigan
Journal wish you nothing
but the best of luck on your
life’s path.
We'll see everyone in
2012! And remember, as always, Go Blue!
YELLOW MAGENTA
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Horoscopes Courtesy of Horoscopes.com

Aries

Money matters will need your
attention on Tuesday. The Moon
squares Jupiter in your financial
sector. Strive to make frugality your
priority! Control issues may arise in
a relationship on Wednesday. A
lover might be overbearing. You'll
get your priorities in order on
Thursday. It's time to stop fretting
over small stuff. An unexpected
event will derail your plans on
Friday. Be prepared to change your
schedule accordingly. A friend may
ask you to pet-sit on Sunday.
Your stubborn side will kick in on
Tuesday. Try to keep an open mind
when interacting with others. A
business deal may need to be
renegotiated on Thursday. The
Moon opposes Neptune in your
career zone. Verify that all the facts
are correct before signing new contracts. Be persistent on Saturday. A
certain matter will require lots of
effort. Don't quit before reaching
the finish line. You'll go in search of
solitude on Sunday.

Virgo

Taurus

Gemini

Leo

Get ready to breathe a sigh of relief
on Tuesday! Your ruler Mercury
turns direct. Your timing will be
back on track. Keep your thoughts
to yourself on Wednesday. A colleague may try to steal your ideas.
Temptation will be strong on
Thursday. Practice moderation,
especially when it comes to sugary
desserts. You'll consider ending a
relationship on Sunday. The association may have become toxic.
Strive to interact with folks who
have your best interests at heart.

Libra

You'll be overflowing with energy on
Monday. The Moon in Cancer sextiles Mars. Think about taking up a
new sport. You'll encounter a challenging situation on Tuesday. This
particular matter may require expert
guidance. A loved one may ask you
for a loan on Thursday. Before
agreeing, check that you have the
funds to cover your own needs.
The travel bug may bite on Sunday.
Taking a day trip will be at the top
of your agenda.

Scorpio

Cancer

Happy

Rely on your gut instincts on
Monday. Your sixth sense will be
exceptionally accurate. You'll be
eager for excitement on Tuesday.
The Moon in Leo trines Uranus.
Have a safety net handy if you
decide to do anything dangerous.
The boss will look in your direction
on Wednesday. Be on your best
behavior. Your employer may be in
an ornery mood. You'll need to
reassess a circumstance on
Saturday. Consider taking a new
approach in the matter.
A new friend may come into your
life on Monday. This person will
open many new doors for you. Be
shrewd when dealing with others
on Thursday. A colleague may
deliberately try to steer you in the
wrong direction. Your energy will be
very scattered on Friday. Strive to
concentrate on your tasks, particularly at work. Your motivation will
increase on Saturday. The Moon
conjuncts Mars in Virgo. You'll be
inspired to attempt a great feat.
You'll express yourself easily on
Tuesday. It's a great time to ask a
friend for a favor. Health matters
may crop up on Thursday. It's possible that you're overworked. Get
some rest and relaxation before
you get burned out. A prophetic
dream may help you solve a perplexing problem on Friday. A lover
may press you for a commitment
on Sunday. The Moon in Libra
squares Pluto. Think very carefully
before you give up your freedom.
A relationship may become strained
on Monday. The Moon opposes
Venus in your communication sector. You and your loved one will be
on different wavelengths. You'll be
eager to get rid of household clutter
on Wednesday. It's time to sort
through closets, attic, and basement for unwanted items. Think
about holding a yard sale. You'll
need to reconfigure a goal on
Friday. Be mindful of your actions
on Sunday. Remember to look both
ways before crossing busy streets.

Sagittarius

Capricorn

Aquarius

Pisces

Stick to your principles on Monday.
An associate may try to talk you
into unethical behavior. Avoid folks
with negative energy. Take your
dreams out of mothballs on
Tuesday. A project that's on hold
will become viable again. It'll be difficult for you to think clearly on
Friday. Postpone making big decisions until your brain is clearer.
Take steps to maintain your equilibrium on Saturday. The Moon
squares the Sun in Sagittarius.
Practice deep breathing when
stressed.
Your emotions will be heightened
on Monday. You'll overreact regarding a circumstance. Strive to let
logic guide your actions. A friend
may give you a stock tip on
Thursday. Don't count on this person's advice to help you make a
fast buck. A loved one will confide a
secret on Saturday. Try to act surprised when you hear the news.
Venus in Capricorn squares Saturn
on Sunday. Camouflage your true
intentions when interacting with a
colleague.
Thank the Universe on Tuesday,
because a cherished wish will finally come true. A rival may burst on
the scene on Thursday. Don't let
this person fluster you. Hold on to
your sense of inner peace. Play by
the rules on Friday. Put your rebellious side on hold, particularly at
work. Daydreaming will be your
favorite activity on Sunday. The
Moon is quincunx Neptune in
Aquarius. You'll be eager to escape
from reality for a while.

You'll be in the spotlight on
Tuesday. Look your best when
leaving the house. You'll be in productive mode on Thursday. The
Moon in your job sector sextiles
Saturn. Think about asking the
boss for more responsibility. You
may be tempted to criticize a loved
one on Friday. Strive to be tolerant
when dealing with others. You may
be confronted with a confusing situation on Sunday. You'll need to dig
deep to find the truth in the matter.

Sudoku

Holidays !
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“Congress shall make no law . . . abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press. . .”
First Amendment of the United States Constitution
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M.J. EDITORIAL BOARD

Rich Rod: Not a Michigan man

COMPILED BY ELIZABETH BASTIAN

Word
of
Mouth

H ow d o you f e el
you grew as a pers on th i s s e mes te r?
Brendan Gallagher
Junior

AP file photo

Ben Dixon/MJ

Rich Rodriguez’s statement concerning Brady
Hoke’s success this season
is laughable.
Rodriguez was asked
when appearing on a
Michigan radio show, “The
Huge Show,” If he could
have coached the current
team of Wolverines to 102.
“Yep. At least,” Rodriguez answered, “But
that's just being confident,
and things going the right
way. Certainly we had to
make a few changes and
alterations and play better
defensively. They’ve done
a terrific job and you’ve
got to give their coaches a
lot of credit to that. But it's
frustrating for me to watch

them at times because those
are all my guys. I'm happy for
them certainly to see your kids
be happy... I would've liked to
have been there to share it
with them, but I think I'm in a
great place right now. I've
moved on, they’ve moved on
and I still keep in touch with
them but we’ll see what happens.”
Let’s break that down. Rodriguez had three years to
make changes and alterations.
Did he make changes and alterations? No. He continued to
make poor coaching decisions. Both the offense and
defense were coached poorly
and minimal improvements, if
any, were made based on the
team working together under
the Rodriguez regime.

He then states that a lot
of credit goes to the
coaches. This not only
furthers the point that
major changes made to
the Michigan football program by the coaching staff
helped the team to perform better, but also
shows that Rodriguez
would not been able to
bring the team to a 10-2
season. No changes in
three seasons will get you
zero improvement.
Calling the team you
were fired from “my
guys” is also an incorrect
statement. They were no
longer your guys after
Tuesday, January 4, 2011;
the day you were fired.

Julian Jones
Senior

Josh Torres
Freshman

I got involved more this semester and met a lot of people with different viewpoints.

Tiffany Tran
Sophomore

I think I grew quite a bit. I
improved in every subject
area.

I learned alot about time
management this semester. I overloaded myself
and had to correct it.

I havenʼt been productive but
I am getting good grades because I go home and study.

Editorial Board members: Samantha Elliott, Benjamin Dixon, Michael King,
Thomas Alexander, Thomas Makled, Blake Billmaier, Sarah Lewis, Elizabeth Bastian, Robert Steele, Stephanie Cosby, Tasnuba Qureshi, Troy Blevins

Do Detroit a Solid:

It only takes 30 seconds
BY ELIZABETH BASTIAN
OPINION EDITOR

As someone who has mad
love for the city of Detroit, I
really cannot tell you how
much I adore Belle Isle. Truly
a natural haven surrounded by
urban industry, the park is
such that one can always find
an adventure of some sort
waiting for them upon arrival.
Whether you prefer hiking

up to the old lighthouse, exploring the massive variety of
plants in the conservatory, or
climbing the concrete slabs on
the eastern point and flinging
your arms out a-la Leonardo
DiCaprio, this urban oasis has
something for everyone to
enjoy. And now, you (yes
you!) can make these experiences even better.
The Pepsi Refresh Project
is currently hosting a contest
of sorts, with the prize being
a $50,000 grant allocation.
Each participant is an initiative intended to improve communities all over the country.
The only one that concerns us,
however, is the Detroit-based
one spearheaded by the
Friends of Belle Isle, geared
towards the revamping and

subsequent unveiling of the
now-closed Belle Isle Aquarium. If all goes as planned, the
facility could be reopened
within the next five to ten
years.
Designed by locally-based
(albeit world-renowned) architect Albert Kahn and opening in 1904, the Belle Isle
Aquarium was (until it
closed) the nation’s largest
freshwater aquarium. With the
addition of this potential grant
money to the already-received
funds from both the state and
the federal government, construction could begin on components such as the roof and
windows as early as May of
next year. How exciting is
that?
At this point, I am sure you

must be asking yourself what
you can possibly do to help
this great and worthy cause.
The answer, my friends, is
very simple. You have two
options. You can vote for the
money to go towards the
Belle Isle Aquarium by visiting the Pepsi website,
www.refresheverything.com/
belle-isle-aquarium. Once on
the site, click the vote button.
You can do this up to five
times daily. Or, more conveniently, text the numbers
“110635” to “73774,” also up
to five times a day – it’s that
easy!
As of last week, the Belle
Isle project was 13th in the
national contest. In order to be
eligible, it needs to be one of
the top ten finalists. The

Friends of the Belle Isle are
asking that everyone who
supports this initiative (and
why wouldn’t you?) to please
vote at least once a day for the
entire month of December so
that we can move on up and
come out victorious!
I am going to compound their simple request
with my own personal plea.
Just think how cool it would
be to have an aquarium downtown again. And, on a broader
scale, think of what this
would do for the city of Detroit. For the children who
live there and in the surrounding metro area. Think of what
it would do to everyones’ attitudes and perceptions about
the big, bad city. The reopening of the Belle Isle Aquarium

can bring nothing but good
vibes to our metropolis, and
we have the opportunity to literally be handed money to
make this happen. This may
never happen again; we need
to take advantage of this one
chance offered to us.
So please, take a moment out of your busy lives
and do Detroit a solid. Then
tell your friends to do the
same. Spread the word as far
as your network allows! If we
take thirty seconds out of our
daily activities and send one
text, we can alter our urban
environment in a positive way
for all of our future prosperity.
And I can’t imagine
a better Christmas present
than that.

Photo Courtesy of: www.semesterdblog.com

Photo Courtesy of: www.belleisleaquarium.com

A view of Belle Isle from space. The Belle Isle Conservancy is looking to restore the aquarium on the island,
and will hopefully make the island park more useful and significant.

A view of the tanks inside the Belle Isle Aquarium. The tiles came from Pewabic Pottery, a well-known, local company. Renovations could start as early as Spring of 2012
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Holiday ettiquite

BY MIKE BRENNAN
STAFF COLUMNIST

Last time I wrote, I discussed the 5 Christmas
songs that drive me absolutely crazy. I would like
to clarify, I do not hate
Christmas. I actually love
it. I love what it stands for,
both religiously and culturally. I understand not all
people observe the religious aspects of it, but
completely denying the
cultural significance of
Christmas?!
Really
Scrooge? The holidays are
supposed to be a time
where people gather to reflect on the past year, to
celebrate life, and enjoy
the final days of the year.
Sure, most people start
by bringing their lawn
chairs to Wal-Mart to wait
for hours on end for a second-rate-name-brand television or laptop, but they
are still participating (or at
least somewhat endorsing
the holiday).
So what if it is called

Christmas? That’s what a
majority of the people celebrate. I am not in any way,
shape, or form, trying to insinuate that other December holidays are second
rate. I understand that this
country was based off of
freedom of religion.
I
might not understand the
religious significance, but
I’m pretty sure they involve gathering with fam-

Sh o u l d n’t w e
a ll j u s t t a k e t h i s
t im e t o c el eb ra t e t h at w e
s t i ll h a v e f am i l y
a n d fr ie n ds in
o u r l if e.
ily and friends for a happy
get together.
Don’t get offended if
people wish you Merry
Christmas, after all, it is
their right to wish it to people. Just reciprocate the
gesture.
If
somebody
wishes me a Happy
Hanukah, I don’t freak out
on them, I simply respond
thank you, or wish them a
Happy Hanukah in return.
Why? I would feel like a
dick if I told them that I
don’t celebrate their holi-

day, especially if they went
out of their way to send me
good wishes at the holidays. I understand that
"Happy Holidays" is a P.C.
way of covering every holiday, but enforcing that on
everybody, and bullying
them into adopting a universal phrase? C'mon, lets
have our freedom of speech
and religion, and hopefully
a little acceptance.
Likewise, if someone
were to put my name on a
dreidel, I wouldn’t throw it
out immediately. If they
thought enough of me to
think of me during their
holiday, I would consider it
an honor, even if I don’t
practice what they do. This

BY ALEX MICH
STAFF COLUMNIST

“We are culturally relevant.” Those are the words
that I heard from a well-noted
professor about our campus’s
growing popularity in the
larger world media. Though
we are blitzed with a vast
number of finals, I sense a
feeling of pride going forth
from this campus. We finally
are important to the world. It
is that same feeling that one
gets whenever they recognize
their name anywhere. It is a
feeling of accomplishment
that at least some sort of
legacy is now left behind.
However, as we blindly go
about with our finals with a
least some sort of proud
chuckle, I cannot help but
wonder about our new status
as being “culturally relevant”
and the consequences with
kindly accepting our new
role.
We have already had our
brief national spotlight with
our row over footbaths. For
those who don’t remember,
Jon Stewart brought forward
the issue of footbaths to the
Daily Show. In his usual
comedic rhetoric, he kindly
uncovered our secret stash of
pork in the footbath area
(maybe that is why people
still keep washing their feet at

holiday is about loving
friends and family. Isn’t
that what we need these
days? Cyber-bullying is at
an all time high. The economy is still nowhere close
to where it was a decade
ago. Shouldn’t we all just
take this time to celebrate
that we still have family
and friends in our life. I
know without those close to
me, I probably would have
driven my car into the
Rouge River months ago.
We need spread the love
people! Treat others how
you want to be treated!
Isn’t that something most
of us learn by the time we
reach the age of 3?

A Christmas tree, typical of families to have in their homes every Chrismas, whether it is fake or real.

The dreidel, a symbol of the Jewish faith

“We are culturally
relevant”
the
sinks
of
the
restrooms…why else would
those signs still occasionally
pop up asking people to stop
washing their feet at the
sinks?). So again, it’s not like
we haven’t had our name
called before. However, it is
important in that we have
moved to a “bigger stage” by
being on the one of the hallmark shows for a large national channel.
One of my biggest concerns is the stereotypes that
will develop from this appearance. For many, Michigan
tries to paint itself as a school
alongside Harvard and other
Ivy League schools. Although it may be insinuated
with the interesting building
in the background of that clip,
that is certainly not what the
American public will take
from this episode. The American public, I feel, will understand that this is a joke (at
least, that is the hope), but
there will be the possibility of
negative perceptions of Islam
applied to this campus community. As if it wasn’t difficult to fend off Mr. Horowitz

/ B -2

and his blatant slanderous
opinions concerning the entirety of Islam, I fear that this
episode will only spark further efforts by such individuals to try and “fix” our
campus with a pseudo-crusade. Though the possibility
is rather small, there is still
the negative attention that
may cause some concern for
this school. With the recent
wave of violence on college
campuses over the past few
years, such a concern is not
unlikely.
Still, it is a proud moment
for our campus. We should be
proud that we are recognized
nationally. With that pride,
the responsibility of understanding the joke for which
we were named is expected of
us. We must be confident in
understanding that our diverse
nature that we currently have
is quite unique and should not
be changed to reflect what the
cartoon satirically portrays.
Also, we mustn’t go so far as
to change the cartoon’s fake
perception of our school for
the sake of saving our nation
from the “evils” of Islam.

Are you
interested in
joining
The Michigan
Journal for the
Winter 2012
semester?
Email:

themichiganj@gmail.com

*No journalism
experience required!
Just bring your desire
to write!*
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Student (is this real) Life
BY SARAH LEWIS
STUDENT LIFE EDITOR

Have you ever heard
something that made you so
frustrated that you felt like
picking up a steel chair,
swinging it around, and basically turning into a WWE
Wrestler? It’s a horrible
feeling…that blind rage, the
sudden twitch developing in
your left eye, the sudden
need for an inhaler and a
punching bag. You’ve become incensed, so incensed,
in fact, that you’re holding a
steel chair or something of
the like. People around you
are probably thinking, “Is
this real life?...” Yes, unfortunately it is. And then,
there is the crushing disappointment you feel when
you realize there is nothing
you can do to change the situation you have found yourself in. The only thing that
can make you feel better is
hitting something or even
better, someone with this
chair…. If you have ever
felt this way, then you’re
like me, and I’m about to
tell you why I’ve felt like an
angry 6 foot 5 inch tall man
with roid rage…
I’ll admit that sometimes
I can be a little shy. Not the
kind of shy where I sit in the
corner hyperventilating if
people talk to me, but more
of the ‘I’m scared to speak
up if I like someone’ kind.
You feel me? This is probably because I have dated my
fair share of losers, and I’m
fearful that everyone I’ve
ever been attracted to or
crushed on is exactly the
same. Sounds like middle
school, I’m aware, but
sometimes it’s hard to lay
everything out on the line.
There is nothing more infuriating than when you like
someone, let’s say a friend,
but you don’t tell them because you don’t want to be

awkward, or you’re scared
they won’t like you back.
Then you just go on living
your life while never telling
the person your feelings.
You date other people and
so do they. And then on
some fateful day they tell
you that they used to like
you…a lot, and it’s a shame
things didn’t turn into something. This is when I feel
like grabbing a steel chair.
Not to hit the guy…I don’t
quite know who I would
want to hit with the
chair…maybe myself, I
don’t know. But how horrible is that? Someone who
turned out to be an extremely kind gentleman
liked me when I liked
him…and we were both too
stupid to admit it. And now
that it’s all out in the open,
it’s far too late. SEE!
AREN’T YOU JUST ENRAGED?
Now, I’ll tell you how to
avoid turning into a Katy
Perry song, and you’ll never
end up having a one that got
away. Pull up your steel
chair and take a listen. First
of all, honesty is the best
policy. If you think someone
is a honey…TELL THEM.
Example: “Boy, you are
looking rather dashing
today.” He will most likely
respond with: “WHERE
HAVE YOU BEEN ALL
MY LIFE?” and then a love
song will play in the background as the scene fades to
black. Okay, it won’t be
THAT perfect, but it’s better
than sitting there using superglue as chapstick. This
does not mean it is okay to
run around telling every hot
guy that he’s hot. I simply
think it’s a good idea to let
people know when you’re
interested in them.
Bravery is key. If people
were never forward about
their feelings, where would
we all be? NOWHERE. To

crowd while others had
the audience holding
their breath in suspense.
On December 6, CamExecutive
Producer
pus Video Network held M a t t A i n s w o r t h a n d A s their fifth Campus Video s o c i a t e P r o d u c e r D e r e k
Network Showcase for Juntunen were happy
students in Kochoff hall. with the effort put forth
T h e e v e n t b r o u g h t i n by the members of their
around one hundred peo- organization this semesp l e w h o w e r e k e p t b u s y ter.
with the thirteen videos
“ We h a d a l o t o f n e w
shown as well as free members that picked up
food.
very
q u i c k l y, ”
There was a variety of A i n s w o r t h s a i d o f t h i s
g e n e r a ; s o m e v i d e o s s e m e s t e r ’s n e w m e m d r e w l a u g h t e r f r o m t h e bers.
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Student
Guide
Campus
Events
December13-17

Tuesday - December 13

Last Day of Classes!
Photo courtesy of wrestling-superstars.com

Ever felt so violent you wished you were a WWE Wrestler with a steel chair
handy? Fix your problems before they ever happen by speaking up instead
of hulking up later.

go somewhere you have to
go FORWARD. Keep in
mind being brave doesn’t
mean you giggle at every
single thing a guy says.
That’s obnoxious, and I’m
pretty sure if guys wanted
that they would walk around
with a laugh track playing
through their headphones.
But it does mean that you
can say something like this:
“So, I heard you think
you’re funny…on your
mark, get set, make me
laugh.” And say it with a
completely straight face.
Honestly, challenges are
more exciting than easy riders.
Communication is what
will get you places. Places
far, far away from the ring
that has steel chairs hidden

underneath it. So TAKE A
CHANCE. Why not? We’re
taking them every day.
You’re taking a chance
when you drive 80 mph on
Southfield. You’re taking a
chance when you skip class
and when you don’t study
for a final. You’re taking a
chance when you eat a
brownie off of an abandoned table in the UC.
You’re taking a chance
when you go on a blind date
(I DO NOT RECOMMEND
THAT, by the way). So why
not take a chance on that
one thing that could turn
into something great. Sit on
that steel chair and say,
“Hey, I think I like you,”
and see where it takes you.

Campus Video Network showcase
BY SAMANTHA ELLIOTT
EDITOR IN CHIEF

B-3

The
o rg a n i z a t i o n
plans to hold another
showcase in April of the
Wi n t e r 2 0 1 2 s e m e s t e r.
Until then, members will
be working closely with
the CIVIC on civic engagement videos, as
well as continuing their
work on a new campus
n e w s s h o w. M e m b e r s
will also be working on
writing scripts for the
next showcase.
Students of all experie n c e l e v e l s a r e e n c o u raged to join Campus

Vi d e o N e t w o r k i f t h e y
have any interest in acting, writing, or working
behind the cameras.
Meetings are held every
We d n e s d a y a t 6 : 0 0 i n
t h e C a m p u s Vi d e o N e t w o r k o ff i c e i n t h e U n i versity Center. For more
information on Campus
Vi d e o N e t w o r k , e m a i l
Matt
Ainsworth
at
mainswor@umd.umich.e
du or check out the organ i z a t i o n ’s
Yo u Tu b e
page, username umdcvn.

Late Night at the Fieldhouse hosted by
Wolf Pack
9:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.
Gym Fieldhouse

Harvest: A Feast for the Eyes
5:00 p.m.
Third Floor Mardigian Library

Wednesday - December 14

Study Day
No Classes

Thursday - December 15

Finals Begin

Friday - December 16

Association of Student Anthropologists
Buffalo Wild Wings Fundraiser
11:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
Michigan Ave.

Saturday - December 17
Commencement
2:30 p.m.
Fieldhouse
Franz Knight/CVN

Those who attended the CVN showcase were entered into a raffle to win a
giftcard to various businesses in the area

MJ

Members of Campus Video Network celebrate after their fifth biannual
showcase.
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Important Numbers
to Know
Ever need a number to an office and can’t find it
anywhere? Here’s a list of important
numbers that will help you while attending UM-D!

Cashier’s Office Student Accounts
313 - 593 - 5255
Inclement Weather & Emergency

ST UDEN T LI FE
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SAB showcases Farewell Milwaukee
SAB
member
Glen Cantwell shared
t h a t t h e o rg a n i z a t i o n
Last
T h u r s d a y, w i l l b e p r e s e n t i n g t w o
Student Activities Board more music series in the
h o s t e d a m u s i c e v e n t winter semester.
“ We ’ r e
always
featuring the folk/americana band Farewell Mil- l o o k i n g f o r g o o d m u s i c
w a u k e e a s p a r t o f a events,” he said.
SAB worked with
series of events.
I n t h e p a s t , S A B WUMD for the Farewell
has hosted several dif- Milwaukee event. Bef e r e n t e v e n t s f e a t u r i n g fore the band performed
on the University Center
musical artists.
BY SARAH LEWIS
STUDENT LIFE EDITOR

Stage, they did an interview with WUMD and
performed songs over
the radio.
“I think it was
great to have Farewell
Milwaukee visit UMD,
and shake off the pre-finals jitters. Everybody
should check out their
website and pick up
their CD,” Paul Corsi,
General Manager of
WUMD said.

The band played
on the UC Stage with a
substantial crowd watching for an hour.
“This has been
one of the best music
events
we’ve
had,”
Cantwell stated.
SAB wishes to
showcase bands of different genres to accomodate for the varying
musical tastes of students.

Closure Hotline
313 - 436 - 9157
Wellness Center
313 - 593 - 4599
Mon. - Thurs.: 6 am - 10 pm
Fri. - 6 am - 8 pm
Sat. - Sun.: Closed
Free entry and use of racquetball
courts with UM-D ID
Academic Support & Outreach
Services
313 - 593 - 5340
T, W, F: 8 am - 5 pm
M, TH: 8 am - 6 pm
Free tutoring (Meet with tutor
whenever)

Fieldhouse
313-593-5540
Nights/Weekends: 313-5935432
www.UM-D.umich.edu/athletics
Mardigian Library
313-593-5400
Mon. - Thurs.: 8 am - 11:45pm
Fri - 8am - 8pm
Sat - 10am - 6pm
Sun - 12pm - 11:45pm
Computer lab, Berkowitz Gallery,
Club Cappuccino
Financial Aid
313-593--5300
Mon. & Thurs.: 8 am - 6 pm
Tues., Wed., Fri.: 8 am - 5 pm
1183 UC Walk-ins & Appts.

University Center (UC)
313 - 583 - 6330
Mon. - Thurs.: 8 am - 11 pm
Fri.: 8 am - 10 pm
Sat.: 9 am- 6 pm

University Center Hours for
Finals Week

Sun.: 2 pm - 11 pm
Campus Safety 24-hr Dispatch
313 - 593 - 5333
Bookstore
313 - 593 - 5551
Mon. - Thurs.: 8:00 am - 6:30 pm
Fri.: 8:00 am - 4:00 pm
Books, supplies, UM-D Gear
Student Activities Office (SAO)
313 - 593 - 5390

*Please note that hours are
scheduled to change

University Center (UC)
313 - 583 - 6330
Wednesday, December 14: 8 am-6 pm
Thursday, December 15: 8 am-8 pm
Friday, December 16: 8 am-8 pm
Saturday, December 17: 10 am-6 pm
Sunday, December 18: CLOSED
Monday, December 19: 8 am-7 pm
Tuesday, December 20: 8 am-7 pm
Wednesday, December 21: 8 am-7 pm
Thursday, December 22: 8 am-7 pm
Friday, December 23: 8 am-5 pm
*The University Center will be closed from 5 pm December
23 until January 3 at 8 am*
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Detroit: A City on the Rise - Michigan Central Station
BY CHRIS ZADOROZNY
STAFF REPORTER

Photo Courtesy of: Mlive.com
Workers dismantle windows on the outside of the train depot

Michigan Central Station
(MCS) was mentioned in the
previous article about
Corktown, but has its own
article this week because of
how big the history that surrounds it is, and because of
the news that constantly
flows from owner Matty
Moroun. It is one of the
most iconic structures in the

city of Detroit, and with the
improvements surrounding it,
the building may be on the
rise in the near future.
MCS was built in
1913 as Detroit’s second railroad depot, but became the
most famous. The first depot
had been on Third and
Jefferson streets since 1884.
It burned down in late
December and the brand new
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Work being done on the windows of the depot

MCS was ready to go.
Within a half an hour of the
former train station burning
down, the trains were already
rolling into the new station,
cancelling its dedication that
was supposed to happen on
January 4.
The depot is located
along Michigan Avenue, in
the Corktown district, outside of Downtown. The cost
of building the Michigan
Central Station was $2.5 million ($55 million today). It
was the tallest train station in
the world and the fourth
tallest building in Detroit
when it was completed. The
building consisted of a three
story train depot and an
eighteen story office tower.
The train station was
in use the most during World
Wars I & II. More than twohundred trains left each day
during World War I as many
saw their loved ones go off
to war, some coming back,
many not. A few of the
famous people that walked
through the halls of MCS
include Presidents Herbert
Hoover, Harry S. Truman,
and Franklin D. Roosevelt,
actor Charlie Chaplin, and
inventor Thomas Edison.
Henry Ford began buying up
property in the 1920s only to
have the Great Depression
bring things to a halt.
With no large parking
structure, the only problem
of the area, ridership began
to decline between both
World Wars and after World
War II. Once urban highways became more prevalent

and driving cars and air travel took over, riding the train
became third string. In
1956, the owners began
looking to sell the building,
and did, for $5 million (1/3
of its original cost). The
new owners tried to sell in
1963, found no buyers and
again tried to sell in 1967.
As ridership began decreasing, the maintenance on the
building decreased.
The restaurant,
arcade shops, and main
entrance all closed, along
with much of the main waiting room. Only two ticket
windows remained for service to passengers. Amtrak
bought the station in 1971
and things seemed to turn
around for a short time with
the main entrance and waiting room re-opening in 1975
followed by a $1.25 million
restoration in 1978. Six
years later, the station was
sold yet again and the final
train left the station on
January 6, 1988.
Current owner
Manuel “Matty” Moroun
bought the station in 1996
because of its proximity to
the Ambassador Bridge.
Since 1996, Moroun has
done nothing with the station, letting it slowly rot and
die.
There have been
many ideas presented to
restore the old station into
something new. A couple of
the ideas that have been presented include: A trade processing center, convention
center and casino, Detroit

Photo Courtesy of: vagabondish.com
The abandoned Michigan Central Station in Roosevelt Park

Police Headquarters, and
Michigan State Police
Headquarters. Most recently,
the station has undergone
renovations, thanks to
Moroun, who finally invested in something. This past
summer, renovations started
with removal of asbestos, old
windows, and the old roof.
In place will be a new roof
and new windows.
This doesn’t mean
that there are companies
ready to move in, as there is
much more work to do on
the inside. Moroun brought
Quinn Evans Architects in to
oversee the restoration and
give some quotes on what it
would take to renovate the
interior. With Corktown seeing massive renovations, the
depot may not be far behind.
There are other ideas
citizens have put forth thanks
to a new website set up by
Moroun.
Talktothestation.com is open

to anyone that has an idea
for the station. Although
some ideas may not be taken
too seriously, the ideas put
forth may spur development.
Michigan Central Station is
one of the most iconic structures of Detroit, especially
since 1988, as it has been in
ruins. As workers continue
to clean up parts of the
building, more needs to be
done. With the help of those
who want to see it rise again,
ideas can fuel companies and
businesses to put forth
money and grants, creating
new life for what was once
largest train depot in the
world.
We will pick back up
with Detroit and its rise in
January. Have a very merry
Christmas, happy holidays,
and a safe and happy New
Year!

Tas’s Trends
h os tes s emp l o ye d t he re
BY TASNUBA QURESHI
ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT EDITOR wo re a Ch r is tmas
s we at er ev er y d ay. I t
wa s jus t awfu l an d
I ’ ve seen my fa ir
e mb ar ras s ing t o watch .
s har e of b ad fash io n
As sh e wal k ed cu sc ho ic es, n o t o n ly o n
c a mpus, b u t e ve r y wh er e to me rs to th eir ta b l e ,
s he wou ld j in g le ( I k ep t
I h ave been . O ne f as hi on tr en d I ca nn o t c o m- ima gin in g th a t my cat
p rehe n d is t he ug l y h o l- wa s wa lk in g ar o un d t h e
restau ra n t ) . I f yo u
id a y swe ater. I m ea n,
h ave a ha nd f u l of u g l y
pe op le ha ve p art i e s
s we at ers , w ea r t he m
m a k ing f u n o f th e s e
s weaters , y et s o m e s t il l a ro u n d th e h o us e o r
de c ide to w ear t h em o u t wh en g oin g to f a mil y
memb ers ’ h o u se s d ur i n g
in pu bl ic . Rea lly n o w ?
h oliday ga th e rin gs .
I u nd er s tan d m ay b e
Weari ng th e m o u t i n
b ac k i n th e d a y w h e n
p ub lic is s o me th in g
m ullet s were in , t h e
ug ly sweater w a s so me - tha t s ho u ld n ’t be d o n e .
E ve n to d ay, I wi l l g o
w h at acc ep tab le, b ut
to th e mall an d s ee
n ot a nymo re. My o l d
s ome on e wear i ng o n e
sec ond gr ad e tea ch e r
o f tho s e swe ate rs an d I
w or e a sw eat er or v est
jus t w on de r, wh y? I
t ha t w ould be th e me d
u nd ers ta n d wan t in g to
w ith a h ol id ay f o r
c ele brate h o lid a ys i n
e ve r y m on th . T h e
e very f es tiv e way p o ssweaters wo u l d ha ve
e m b ell is hmen ts s u c h a s s ible, b ut w ear ing i t o n
y ou r b o dy jus t isn’t t h e
be lls , glitter, lit t l e
wa y to g o . I d o n ’t
stu ff ed a n im als a n d
e ve n lig ht s ! E ven at t h e k no w h o w el se t o say i t
b ut it is no t cute . .. a t
t e nde r age of 8, I
a ll. T her e ar e oth er
w ou ld wond er, w h y on
ways to be f es ti ve f or
e a r th would an y o ne
e very s in g le day o f t h e
wa n t to w ear clo th e s
h o lid ay s eas on w it h o u t
th at li g ht u p fo r th e
h avin g to go d ow n t h e
holi day s? I mean d o
ro ute of loo k in g li k e
you wa nt to l oo k l i k e
tha t h olid ay t hr ew u p
some one m is to o k y o u
o n y o u, suc h a s we arf or a C hris tmas tr ee
ing a s mall p air o f ea ra nd de cor ated y o u b y
rin g s or s o ck s to a dd a
a c cid ent ?
tou ch of f e s tiv it y.
I wo rk at a p o pu Ke ep it s imple, it
la r r estaur ant in Ro y a l
ma kes a b ig di ff ere n ce.
O a k, and th is p a s t
we eke nd o ne of t h e

Follow me on
Twitter @TsTrends

TUESDAY/13

DATEBOOK

FRIDAY/16
Social Good Detroit
Wicked
Dec 16 6:30 pm
Dec 13 8:00 pm
The Red Grape
Detroit Opera
Lounge
House
Cirque Dreams
Terrence Parker
Holidaze
Fridays
Dec 13 7:30 pm
The Mars Bar
Fox Theatre Detroit
Dec 16 8:00 pm

WEDNESDAY/14
A Christmas Carol
Dec 14 12:00 am
Meadow Brook
Music Festival
Occupy Action
against Carl Levin,
and The Defence
Authorization Act
Dec 14 1:00 pm
Warren, Michigan
THURSDAY/15

Photos Courtesy of egotvonline.com

A night of Praise
and Adoration
Dec 15 6:30 pm
Holy Temple church
"A" List Thursdays
Dec 15 7:00 pm
Ambiance Ultra
Lounge

The Mars Bar
"Electro Fridays!"
Dec 16 9:00 pm
The Mars Bar

SUNDAY/18
SATURDAY/17
Christmas Open
Macy's Breakfast
with Santa
House and German
Dec 17 9:00 am
Market
Macy's Novi
Dec 18 11:00 am
Rise Against
Historic Trinity
Dec 17 7:30 pm Lutheran Church
The Fillmore
Morrissey
Detroit Red Wings Dec 18 7:00 pm
vs Los Angeles
Royal Oak Music
Theatre
Kings
Dec 17 7:00 pm
MONDAY/19
Joe Louis Arena
Finals!
Farmington
Good Luck !
Players - "A
Christmas Carol"
(With A Twist)
Dec 17 8:00 pm
Farmington
Players Barn
Theatre
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Emma’s Eats: Lansing Treats
BY EMMA SLONINA
STAFF COLUMNIST
If you don’t mind driving
a little for good food,
Lansing is a near-perfect destination. I cut my foodie
teeth on our fair capitol;
Lansing and East Lansing
are full of independent,
locally-owned restaurants of
endless variety. From state
politicians’ favorite haunts
downtown to burger joints in
East Lansing and all the
funky places in between,
Lansing is a treasure trove of
culinary treats.
While this is by no means
a comprehensive list, these
are a few of my favorite
picks from across the city.
Downtown Picks
Tavern on the Square Always a crowd favorite,
amongst politicians and us
plebeians alike. They have a
fantastic small plates menu,
perfect for sampling everything they have to offer. For
lunch or for a friends’ night
out, get a giant group together and order a ton of small
plates to share.
Out for a more formal
occasion? They have a small
but fantastic selection of
entrees, simple yet sophisticated.
You can’t leave without
trying: sweet potato chips,
chipotle macaroni and
cheese.
The Soup Spoon – One of
my favorite spots for lunch. I
can’t say I know much
beyond one specific item on
the menu, but I’m sure
everything is delicious. Not
that I care, all I care about is
the seafood chowder. I get
cravings for the spicy, briny

Emma Slonina/MJ

Ethiopian sampler plate from Altu's

soup more often than I’d like
to admit. I have never had
anything like it, neither
before nor since.
They have a huge menu,
and if I could just get past
that seafood chowder, I’ll bet
I’d like everything else.
Palace of Jamaica –
Jamaican is one of my
favorite cuisines, thanks to
Palace of Jamaica. I have
driven all the way to Lansing

just for their food. It’s the
tiniest little place, with six
tables crammed in and a little kitchen in the back.
Everything is served in styrofoam travel containers with
plastic cutlery, even if you
dine in.
The more tame dishes of
chicken and beef are just as
authentic and delicious as the
wilder dishes of oxtail and
goat. Every dish comes with
plantains, rice, and vegeta-

Emma Slonina/MJ

Pulled pork sushi from ENSO

Dating Tips
BY TASNUBA QURESHI
ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT EDITOR

As a waitress in a
restaurant that serves
alcohol, I know that people tend to be a little
more loose with words
when under the influence. Getting hit on by
customers just makes
things very awkward for
me and for every other
server out there. Most
servers have a mental
script that they follow
through, and when the
customer says something
that does not have to do
with their food or drink
order, we get thrown off.
I’ve had male
servers that were quite
delicious and I wish
their number came as
side order with my meal,
but that doesn’t happen.
No matter how hot he is,
I would not obnoxiously
hit on him in front of not
just the people with me
but other guests that he
is serving. That would be
disrespectful and creepy.
I have also been in
the situation where my
customer has had no
respect for me and is just
spitting out awful pickup lines in front of his
buddies or keeps winking at me. Word of
advice, that doesn’t
work, it only makes you
sound and look like a

Hitting on your server

bles, but it’s always worth it
to get an extra side of fried
plantains.
You can’t leave without
trying: brown stew chicken,
curried goat.
Greater Lansing Picks
Great Lakes Chocolate
and Coffee – Who can resist
coffee and chocolate? Not
the most convenient location,
especially when you have to
bus your way from East
Lansing to downtown
Lansing every day, but worth
it to take a little side trip
once in a while. Besides getting your caffeine fix, the
sparkling display case of
chocolate treats is irresistible.
You can’t leave without
trying: chocolate-covered
Michigan cherries.
Altu’s Ethiopian Cuisine –
I’ve only ever had Ethiopian
food once, at Altu’s, and
have wanted more ever
since. You eat with your
hands, grabbing your food
with pieces of sour, spongy
injera bread. Being an
Ethiopian restaurant, there
are a ton of vegetarian
options like lentils, beans,
and chickpeas, as well as
deliciously tender meats in
thick, spicy sauces.
You can’t leave without
trying: mild chicken stew,
mild garlic lentils, spicy
pinto beans.
East Lansing Picks
ENSO – A swanky lounge
and restaurant in the middle
of an apartment complex.
Out of place, but delightful.
They do American cuisine
with a modern, international
twist, right on trend.
The restaurant converts to

Emma Slonina/MJ
Chocolate-covered cherries from Great Lakes Chocolate and Coffee

a nightclub after a certain
hour, though the dance-floor
seems to be permanently set
up so I’m not sure how much
converting there is.
You can’t leave without
trying: pulled pork sushi.
Sushiya – The best sushi
I’ve had in Lansing, though I
only got to visit once. That
didn’t stop my friend and I
from ordering an entire boat
of sushi and spending about

$50 each on our very first
visit. While it may not be on
my top three list of sushi
places I’ve ever been to, it is
one of the best in the area
that I’ve tried, and they have
plenty of non-sushi options
for your sushi-phobic
friends.
You can’t leave without
trying: Ninja and Lansing
rolls.

Emma Slonina/MJ

Boat of sushi from Sushiya

MJ Recipe Box
Sugar Cookies

Serves 36

Ingredients
1 (18 ounce) package refrigerated sugar cookie dough
1/2 cup shortening
1/2 cup butter, softened
4 cups confectioners' sugar
1 tablespoon milk

1 teaspoon vanilla extract
48 miniature semisweet chocolate
chips
24 pieces candy corn
1/2 cup red-hot candies

Directions
1.Cut cookie dough into 1/4-in. slices. Place 2 in. apart on ungreased baking sheets. Bake at 350
degrees F for 8-12 minutes or until edges are lightly browned. Cool for 2 minutes before removing to
wire racks to cool completely.
2.For frosting, in a small mixing bowl, cream shortening and butter. Gradually beat in confectioners'
sugar. Beat in milk and vanilla until smooth. Spread over cookies. Decorate with chocolate chips,
candy corn and red-hots.
Butterstoch
Gingerbread Cookies

Serves 54

Ingredients
creep.

If you are trying to
show your server that you
are interested in them and
would like to talk to them
at a more personal level,
be smooth about it, not
only will you probably
score a number or get a
text back, but he or she
won’t take you as a creep.
If you are leaving them
your number, either take a
piece of paper and write
something
cute
like
“Would like to talk to you
when you aren’t working,”
or go up to your server
before you leave and just
say “I would like to get to
know you better” and give
him or her a piece of paper
with your number on it.
From a recent personal experience, the cus-

tomer not only was
polite to me and kept the
flirting very subtle but
when he went to leave
me his number, he
stayed until the group
left and then approached
me. This makes an awkward situation just a bit
more comfortable.
Take it from my
server’s point of view,
we have to deal with a
wide variety of people,
and when our guest
wants to hit on us, it
makes our job uncomfortable. If you want to
give your server your
number, be subtle and
respectful about it, or
else you probably won’t
get a call back.

If you would like to submit dating tips of your own
please email them to:
umd.mj.artsandentertainment@gmail.com

3 cups all-purpose flour
2 teaspoons baking soda
1 1/2 teaspoons ground cinnamon
1 1/2 teaspoons ground ginger

3/4 teaspoon ground cloves
1/2 teaspoon salt
1 cup butter or margarine
1 1/2 cups packed brown sugar
1 large egg

1/3 cup light molasses
1 (11 ounce) package NESTLE®
TOLL HOUSE® Butterscotch
Flavored Morsels

Directions
1.PREHEAT oven to 350 degrees F.
2.COMBINE flour, baking soda, cinnamon, ginger, cloves and salt in small bowl.
3.BEAT butter, sugar, egg and molasses in large mixer bowl until creamy. Gradually beat in flour mixture until
well blended. Stir in morsels. Drop by rounded tablespoon onto ungreased baking sheets.
4.BAKE for 9 to 11 minutes or until cookies are lightly browned. Cool on baking sheets for 2 minutes; remove to
wire racks to cool completely.

Snickerdoodle

Serves 36

Ingredients
1 cup shortening
1 1/2 cups white sugar
2 eggs
2 3/4 cups sifted all-purpose flour
1 teaspoon baking soda

2 teaspoons cream of tartar
1/2 teaspoon salt
2 tablespoons white sugar
2 teaspoons ground cinnamon

Directions
1.Preheat the oven to 375 degrees F (190 degrees C). Grease cookie sheets.
2.In a medium bowl, cream together the shortening and sugar. Add eggs one at a time, mixing after each. Sift
together the flour, baking soda, cream of tartar and salt; stir into the creamed mixture until well blended.
3.In a small shallow bowl, stir together the 2 tablespoons of sugar with the cinnamon. Roll the dough into
walnut sized balls and roll the balls in the sugar mixture. Place cookies 2 inches apart on the prepared cookie sheet. Bake for 8 to 10 minutes in the preheated oven. Cookies should be slightly golden at the edges.
Remove to cool on wire racks.
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ties and unsportsmanlike conduct from players such as Suh,
I think they definitely have
some shaping up to do before
they start thinking about the
playoffs.
The Detroit Tigers, on the
other hand, are a team that I
have always loved. If there’s
one name fans will take away
from the 2011 Detroit Tigers’
season, it’s Justin Verlander.
And for good reason, too.
The Tigers’ starting pitcher
went 24-5 in the 2011 season-his best season ever. He had
a Major League-leading 250

THE MICHIG AN JO UR NA L

/ C-3

strikeouts. He had an American League-leading 2.40
earned runs average. He was
voted “Player of the Year” by
the Major League Baseball
Players Association, the second pitcher ever to do so.
With all of the statistics
backing him up, it’s no wonder he won the American
League “Most Valuable
Player” as well as the Cy
Young award.
However, Verlander is just
one of many on the team and
can’t be expected to carry the
team to the World Series himself. The Tigers again lost in
the second round to the Texas
Rangers. It was an interesting

playoff round dampened immensely by rain. Many fans,
myself included, feel that the
outcome of the series could
have been different had there
not been so many rain delays,
especially the one that prevented Verlander from coming
back in to pitch.
Winter meetings have
begun for the team, although
not much has happened in the
way of trades or signings. So
far the team has lost and
gained a pitcher. The Tigers’
2008 first round pick, Ryan
Perry, was traded in exchange
for Collin Balester of the
Washington Nationals. The
Tigers also signed reliever Oc-

tavio Dotel for a one year contract. In a very smart move on
the Tigers’ part, the team also
resigned closer Jose Valverde
after 49 saves in 49 chances
last season.
As Detroit sports wind
down their seasons or enjoy
their off-seasons, the Detroit
Red Wings are still working
hard, just halfway through
their 2011-2012 season. The
season started off on a great
note with the team going 5-0
before losing almost as many
straight. Since then, things
have looked up. A team usually plagued with injuries has
surprisingly seen very few this
year. Goalie Jimmy Howard

has been nothing short of phenomenal for the Wings, playing seventeen games straight
before finally taking a well deserved break last week.
It’s still awhile before
playoffs start in April, but
teams are already looking
ahead. It’s common knowledge around the NHL that if
you’re not in the playoffs
going into the Christmas season, chances are you won’t
make it. The Wings are sitting
fourth in the Western conference, far ahead of the place
they were in at this time last
year. As usual, I’m not worried at all about the Wings. I
have full faith that they will

enter their twenty-first consecutive season of playoffs and
quite possibly even bring the
cup home.
Again, 2011 has been quite
the year around Detroit, and
now 2012 is just around the
corner, holding limitless possibilities for all of the hometown teams. We’ll continue to
watch the Wings’ quest for the
cup, see if the Lions make it to
the post-season, watch the
Wolverines in their first bowl
game under Hoke, and wait
patiently until the Tigers start
their spring training. Until
then, Go Wings! Go Tigers!
Go Lions! And Go Blue!

They will open the season
against the Indiana Pacers
at Conseco Fieldhouse at
7:00pm.
Their home
opener is on Wednesday,
December 28 against the
Cleveland Cavaliers at
7:30pm. The season will
end on Thursday, April 26
against the Philadelphia
76ers at home at 8:00pm.
Tickets are on sale for all
games as are season ticket
plans. The only two preseason games come against
the Cleveland Cavaliers, a
home and home, with the
first game at the Palace of
Auburn Hills. It will be on
Friday, December 16 at
7:30pm.
In addition to releasing
the schedules, the Pistons
have changed their lineup a
bit. They re-signed small
forward Tayshaun Prince to
a four-year, $27 million
contract. He is the planned
starter and leader of the
team, although many blogs
and columns indicate it was
a bad move for the Pistons.
They also bought out
shooting guard Richard
Hamilton, after he spent the
last nine seasons with the
Pistons. It’s a near fresh
start for the Pistons as they
look to rebound with a new
owner in Tom Gores this
season.
Detroit Red Wings:
The Red Wings started a
new winning streak after
falling to the St. Louis
Blues last week to finish

off a three game road trip,
3-2. Johan Franzen opened
up the scoring in the second period with a power
play goal, but that was soon
followed by another power
play goal. Alexander Steen
tied the game at one. Then,
captain
David
Blues
Backes scored on the
power play to take a 2-1
lead, followed by a Patrik
Berglund goal and 3-1
Blues lead. Jiri Hudler
pulled the Red Wings
within a goal late in the
third period, but it just
wasn’t enough.
The Red Wings regrouped at home, though,
against the Phoenix Coyotes, scoring five in the
first period in a 5-2 win.
Todd Bertuzzi started the
scoring with his second of
year. Valtteri Filppula netted his ninth goal of the
year 53 seconds later, in his
first game back after missing two games because of a
bad cut on his leg. Tomas
Holmstrom scored his fifth
of the year on the power
play and Darren Helm followed with his fourth of the
year 43 seconds later. Finally, Hudler finished the
scoring in the first period
with a great pass from Henrik Zetterberg to cap off a
5-0 run. The Phoenix Coyotes answered in the second
and third period with a goal
apiece from Radim Vrbata
and Martin Hanzal.
The Red Wings started

their winning streak by
soaring past the Winnipeg
Jets this past Saturday in a
7-1 rout. The Jets, who are
the former Atlanta Thrashers, were on the second of
back-to-back
games.
Bryan Little scored 35 seconds into the game, giving
the Jets their only lead.
After that it was all Red
Wings. Bertuzzi scored his
third of the season, and
Zetterberg added a goal
late in the first period to
take a 2-1 lead.
Hudler opened up the
scoring in the second period to make it 3-1, and
Chris Connor scored his
first goal as a Red Wing 40
seconds later. The game
was looking out of reach
for the Jets as goals began
piling up. Filppula, who
has been on a scoring tear,
put his tenth of the year behind goalie Ondrej Pavelec,
and Drew Miller finished
the scoring the second with
his third of the year. One
final goal from Hudler, his
second of the game and
third in the past two put the
score at 7-1, the final.
The Red Wings chased
Phoenix goalie Mike Smith
after the first four goals on
Thursday, and chased Pavelec after six goals. The
Red Wings will play archrival Pittsburgh Penguins
tonight at 7:00pm in Pittsburgh and then travel to
Nashville to take on the
Predators on Thursday at

8:00pm. The annual New
Year’s Eve game is against
the St. Louis Blues at
7:00pm, and the Wings will
start the New Year at Dallas
against the Stars.
Detroit Lions: After
committing 22 penalties in
two games, the Lions won
their eighth game of the
year against the Minnesota
Vikings, 34-28. It was a
blowout in the first half,
but the second half was a
whole different animal.
The Lions had two defensive touchdowns in the
game, both in the first half,
and barely held on late to
improve to 8-5.
Stephen Tulloch scored
the first touchdown for the
Lions after a sack to
Vikings quarterback Christian Ponder. Wide receiver
Titus Young caught a 57yard touchdown pass to increase the lead to 14-0.
Soon after, tight end Brandon Pettigrew caught a 12yard touchdown pass from
Matthew
quarterback
Stafford to take a 21-0
lead. Minnesota did get on
the board in the first quarter with a touchdown from
tight end Visanthe Shiancoe to cut the lead to within
two touchdowns.
Cornerback Alphonso
Smith took an interception
from Ponder for a 30-yard
touchdown in the second
quarter. The Vikings answered with a 6-yard
touchdown reception from

wide receiver Percy Harvin
to once again cut the lead
to 28-14. Kicker Jason
Hanson booted a 30-yard
field goal to end the first
half, 31-14. It was the
most points scored in the
first half for the Lions
since 1985. The Lions
knocked out starter Ponder,
which brought in backup
Joe Webb, putting the
Vikings right back in the
game. He had a 65-yard
touchdown run to cut the
lead to 10 points, 31-21.
That would be the only
scoring play in the third
quarter.
Hanson kicked a 26-yard
field goal early in the
fourth quarter, making it
seem like the Lions had put
this game away. That wasn’t the case, as the Vikings
put up a fight for the rest of
the game. Running back
Toby Gerhart caught a 2yard touchdown pass from
Webb to cut the lead to six
points with only eight minutes to go. The Vikings
had a shot at the end of the
game to win it, on the two
yard line, but a fumble by
Webb and a missed facemask call on the Lions put
the game in the win column, keeping their playoff
hopes alive. Their next
game is against the Oakland Raiders at 4:05pm on
CBS. Happy holidays and
have a very happy New
Year. Go Red Wings and
Go Lions!

The lowdown on D-town

BY CHRIS ZADOROZNY
STAFF REPORTER

For the final Low Down
on D-Town, there is good
news all around for all Detroit teams. The Tigers improved their bullpen, the
Pistons schedule was released, the Red Wings
started a new winning
streak and the Lions improved to 8-5 after beating
the Vikings.
The
Detroit Tigers:
Tigers improved their team
over the past week as the
Winter Meetings came and
went in Dallas, Texas. It
was a money throwing
party in Dallas as pitcher
Mark Buehrle, shortstop
Jose Reyes, and closer
Heath Bell signed with the
Miami Marlins, and the
Los Angeles Angels of
Anaheim signed All-Star
first baseman Albert Pujols
and All-Star pitcher C.J.
Wilson. The Tigers didn’t
spend heavily but they did
sign a former World Series
winner in reliever Octavio
Dotel. He signed a reported $3.5 million contract with a club option for
2013. On the same day that
the Tigers announced the
Dotel signing, they traded
future closer Ryan Perry to
the Washington Nationals
for reliever Collin Balester.
Detroit Pistons: The
Detroit Pistons released
their 66-game 2011-2012
schedule, and will begin
play on December 26.

Michigan Journal
College Football
Picks:

Bowl Games
(All picks are
straight up,
not against
the spread)
Arizona State
vs. Boise State
Western Michigan
vs. Purdue
Florida State
vs. Notre Dame
Iowa
vs. Oklahoma
Virginia
vs. Auburn
Ohio State
vs. Florida
Michigan State
vs. Georgia
Nebraska
vs. South Carolina
Michigan
vs. Virginia Tech
Wisconsin
vs. Oregon
Alabama
vs. LSU
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NUMBERS
GAME

17
Number of
game s the
Wolves volle yball team has
won

7
Number of goals
the Wings scored
ag ains t th e Win nepeg Jets.

10
Number of
games th e M ich igan football
team has w on
this s eason

7
N umb er of in conf ere nce games th e
Wolves hockey
team has w on

21
Days u ntil th e
Michigan Wolverine s take on th e
V irg inia Tech
Hokies in the
Sugar Bowl

WOMEN’S VOLLEYBALL
STANDINGS
Team

Overall

Indiana Tech

34-8

Cornetstone

31-5

Davenport

22-15

Madonna

30-10

Aquinas

26-12

Northwestern
Ohio

Siena Heights
UM-Dearborn
Lourdes
Concordia

25-15

16-15

17-23
12-21

18-18

AP TOP 10 AFTER
WEEK THREE
Team

Overall

LSU

13-0

Alabama

11-1

Oklahoma State

11-1

Stanford

11-1

USC

10-2

Oregon

11-2

Arkansas

10-2

Boise State

11-1

Wisconsin

11-2

South Carolina

10-2

C-4

Tisʼ the bowl season

A semester
of

BY CHRIS ZADOROZNY
STAFF REPORTER

College Football Bowl
season is among us. The regular season proved to be another entertaining one in the
NCAA, and especially in the
Big Ten and PAC 12. The
Big Ten and PAC 12 had
their first championship
games, Michigan State fell in
a heart-breaker to Wisconsin,
and Oregon defeated UCLA.
The bowl season will prove
to be one of the most entertaining yet, as there are many
favorable match-ups that
should prove to be very entertaining.
The first bowl that
will take place pits Temple
who against Wyoming in the
Gildan New Mexico Bowl.
It will take place this Saturday, December 17 at 2:00pm
on ESPN. Ohio University
will head out to Boise, Idaho
to take on Utah State in the
Famous Idaho Potato Bowl,
also this Saturday at 5:30pm
on ESPN. San Diego State
will travel to New Orleans to
take on Louisiana Lafayette
in the R+L Carriers New Orleans Bowl, broadcast on
ESPN at 9:00pm to finish off
the first bowl Saturday of the
season.
Florida International
won’t have to go very far for
their bowl game as they will
face Marshall in the Beef ‘O’
Brady’s Bowl in St. Petersburg, Florida on Tuesday,
December 20 at 8:00pm on
ESPN. Texas Christian University, who turned out a 102 record and ranked 18 won’t
get a BCS Bowl game as
they take on Louisiana Tech
in the San Diego County
Credit Union Poinsettia Bowl
on Wednesday, December 21,
at 8:00pm on ESPN.
Many figured Boise
State would earn a BCS
Bowl bid, but they lost to
TCU late in the season. Because they are in the Mountain West Conference, they
don’t automatically earn a
bid to a BCS game; they
have to go undefeated to earn
it. So, even though they are
seventh in the BCS, their
bowl game will be against
Arizona State in the Maaco
Las Vegas Bowl on Thursday, December 22 at 8:00pm
on ESPN.
This year in the
Sheraton Hawaii Bowl we
have Nevada up against number 21 Southern Mississippi,
on Christmas Eve at 8:00pm
on ESPN. There are no bowl
games on Christmas Day, but
on December 26 we have
Missouri and North Carolina
in the AdvoCare V100 Independence Bowl in Shreveport, Louisiana at 5:00pm on
ESPN2.
Right here in the

sports

BY SAMANTHA ELLIOTT
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Ben Dixon/MJ

The Michigan Wolverines, who went 10-2 under new coach Brady Hoke, will battle Virginia Tech in the Sugar Bowl

Motor City, we have a pretty
good match-up for you. Ford
Field will host Western
Michigan from the MAC and
Purdue, in the Little Caesar’s
Bowl on Tuesday, December
27 at 4:30pm on ESPN. Also
on December 27, North Carolina State won’t have to
travel very far as they face
Louisville in the Belk Bowl
in Charlotte, North Carolina
at 8:00pm on ESPN.
Air Force will almost
have a home game as they
take on the Toledo Rockets in
the Military Bowl, Presented
by Northrop Gunman in
Washington D.C. on Wednesday, December 28 at 4:30pm
on ESPN. That Wednesday
will feature a big match-up
between number 24 Texas
and California in the Bridgepoint Education Holiday
Bowl, in San Diego at
8:00pm on ESPN.
Florida State and
Notre Dame will face off as
two storied programs take the
field in the Champs Sports
Bowl in Orlando on Thursday, December 29 at 5:30pm
on ESPN. Washington will
be challenged as they take on
Heisman winner Robert Griffin III and number 12 Baylor
in the Valero Alamo Bowl in
San Antonio at 9:00pm on
ESPN that same day.
The Bell Helicopter
Armed Forces Bowl features
Brigham Young and Tulsa on
Friday, December 30 at
12:00pm on ESPN in Dallas.
In the New Era Pinstripe
Bowl held at Yankee Stadium
in the Bronx, Rutgers will
take on Iowa State at 3:20pm
on ESPN that same day. Out
in Nashville, Mississippi
State will face Wake Forest
in the Franklin American
Mortgage Music City Bowl
at 6:40pm on ESPN. To end
the day, the Insight Bowl features Iowa and number 14
Oklahoma in Tempe, Arizona
at 10:00pm on ESPN.
The final day of the
year, December 31, features
five football games. The first
game of the day pits Texas
A&M against Northwestern

in the Meineke Car Care
Bowl of Texas in Houston at
12:00pm on ESPN. Georgia
Tech and Utah will face off
in the Hyundai Sun Bowl in
El Paso at 2:00pm on CBS.
Cincinnati will face Vanderbilt in the AutoZone Liberty
Bowl in Memphis, Tennessee
at 3:30pm on ABC. In the
Kraft Fight Hunger Bowl,
Illinois and UCLA will face
each other with interim head
coaches at 3:30pm on ESPN
in San Francisco. Finally, to
end the year, Auburn, last
year’s national champion,
slid far down the ladder to
number 25 and will play Virginia in the Chick-fil-A Bowl
in Atlanta on ESPN at
7:30pm.
A troubled Penn
State program ranked 22 will
start off the new year against
number 19 ranked Houston
in the Ticket City Bowl in
Dallas on January 2 at
12:00pm on ESPN. Michigan State, ranked at 17, who
lost the Big Ten Championship game to Wisconsin,
will travel to Tampa Bay to
face number 16 Georgia in
the Outback Bowl that same
day, on ABC at 1:00pm.
Newcomer to the Big Ten,
Nebraska, ranked at 20, will
take on 9th ranked South
Carolina in the Capital One
Bowl in Orlando at 1:00pm
on ESPN, also on the second
of January.
Another troubled
program, Ohio State, earned
a bowl bid to the
Taxslayer.com Gator Bowl in
Jacksonville and will face
Florida at 1:00pm on ESPN2
on the second. Wisconsin,
ranked at 10, the Big Ten
Champion will take on PAC
12 Champion and number 5
ranked Oregon in the Rose
Bowl Game presented by
Vizio in Pasadena at 5:00pm
on ESPN. Finishing off parts
of the BCS Bowl games,
number 4 Stanford and number three Oklahoma State
will go to the Tostito’s Fiesta
Bowl in Glendale, Arizona
on January 2. Game time is
8:30pm and will be on
ESPN. Many believe that

Oklahoma State should’ve
been in the National Championship game after a blowout
of rival Oklahoma in the Big
12 Championship game.
Michigan, ranked 13
will take on Virginia Tech,
ranked at 11, in the Allstate
Sugar Bowl in New Orleans
on the third of January at
8:30pm on ESPN, for all you
Wolverines out there! The
Discover Orange Bowl features number 23 West Virginia and number 15
Clemson down in Miami on
January 4 at 8:30pm on
ESPN. A couple of non-BCS
games are featured in between the Orange Bowl and
the National Championship.
Number eight ranked
Kansas State and number six
ranked Arkansas will face
each other in the AT&T Cotton Bowl in Arlington, Texas
on the sixth of January at
8:00pm on FOX. Southern
Methodist University, a troubled program back in the late
1980’s and 1990’s, is finally
stumbling back to its feet as
it takes on Pittsburgh in the
BBVA Compass Bowl in
Birmingham, Alabama on
January 7 at 1:00pm on
ESPN. Finally, on January 8,
Arkansas State will face
Northern Illinois in the GoDaddy.com Bowl in Mobile,
Alabama at 9:00pm on
ESPN2.
And now, for the big
one of them all: the National
Championship. This game
pits arch-rivals against each
other: Louisiana State University against the University
of Alabama. LSU is ranked
number 1 in the country
while Alabama is number 2.
The Allstate BCS National
Championship Game will be
held in New Orleans at the
Louisiana Superdome on
Monday, January 9, at
8:30pm on ESPN.
This bowl season
features some match-ups that
will be very entertaining. As
Michigan goes to its first
BCS game since 2006, be
sure catch up on all the other
bowl games to get in the
mood. As always, go Blue!

Hoke is around campus sitting in our classes #coachoftheyear for many years
to come.”
Hoke said, “I think that’s
part of the obligation we
make to the guys we recruit—about the education
and supporting them and
being there.”
Hoke was of course talking about how education is
first and athletics is second.

“It was pretty neat, to be
honest with ya. I took
notes,” said Hoke.
Hearing that Hoke
is attending classes only
proves that he is a dedicated
coach not only on the field
but off the field too. Hoke
and the Wolverines will be
taking on Virginia Tech in
the Allstate Sugar Bowl on
Tuesday, January 3 in New
Orleans.

Brady Hoke reports to class

BY CHRIS ZADOROZNY
STAFF REPORTER

A week after winning the
final regular season home
game against Ohio State,
Head Coach Brady Hoke
wasn’t out enjoying the
time off. Oh no, he wasn’t
lounging in his recliner
watching television or
going shopping. He was attending classes on campus,

some of which his athletes
attend.
He attended a class that
was in the Department of
Afro-American and African
Studies. The lecture, he
said, was based around the
impact of British marching
music in the Caribbean.
Freshman defensive end
Chris Rock tweeted that
Hoke was attending the
class with him. “Coach

This has been quite the
year for sports in the city
of Detroit.
In a state rich in football history, football has
definitely been the talk on
the streets this year. After
the University of Michigan Wolverines head
football coach Rich Rodriguez went “three and
out” last year, the
Wolverines started off the
new year by hiring long
time prospect Brady
Hoke.
Michigan was in dire
need of a new direction
for the football program,
and turned to Hoke. He
wasn’t a huge name in
football, he didn’t have a
winning career record,
and he had never coached
at this level. Yet almost
the entire state put all of
their hopes and dreams
on Hoke’s shoulders.
Hoke didn’t seem to mind
telling media that under
his leadership, they
would do things right at
Michigan, claiming that
he would walk there if he
had to.
Those who had doubts
about Hoke were quickly
proven wrong in just the
second game of the season. The Wolverines prevailed over Notre Dame
for the first time in four
seasons in a “fans-holding-their-breaths-withthree-touchdowns-in-thelast-two-minutes” kind of
game.
The team showed they
were there to win and
continued to do so for the
next five weeks before
suffering their first loss at
the hands of the Spartans.
However, it would be just
one of two games the
team would lose the entire season.
I can honestly say that
at the beginning of the
season, I did not see the
Wolverines finishing with
a 10-2 record, but I
couldn’t be more thrilled.
Sitting through the press
conferences, listening to
Hoke, you can truly tell
that he cares about football, he wants the best for
the team, and he is far
and away a true Michigan
man.
Detroit Lions football
has also been quite a
topic among sports fans
across the country. I’ve
never been a big Lions
fan and I certainly didn’t
plan on jumping on the
bandwagon this season.
Of course I’m happy for
the team; after that terrible year a few seasons
ago, it’s nice to see a turn
around. However, after
watching a few games
and seeing all the penal-

Semester Wrap Up,
continued on page C-3
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