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Students trade sleep for service on MLK Jr. Day

The legacy of Reverand Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

“If life is to be complete,
we must move beyond our
self-interest,” Martin
Luther King Jr. once said.
Over 600 students, staff,
faculty and alumni from
UM-Dearborn and other
local campuses exempli-
fied Dr. King’s words by
spending their Monday off
volunteering at various
community agencies in
Metro Detroit.

The 19th annual Martin
Luther King Jr. Day of

Service was hosted by UM-
Dearborn’s Community In-
volvement and
Volunteerism Center
(CIViC) and the United
Way for Southeastern
Michigan. Volunteers
spread out among 12 dif-
ferent projects secured
through United Way as
well as four projects of-
fered exclusively to UM-
Dearborn students, staff,
faculty and alumni. 

“We wanted to make
sure that everyone would
have the opportunity to
volunteer,” said Lauren

Hayes, AmeriCorps VISTA
representative and co-orga-
nizer of the Day of Service.
“We attempted to address
diverse social issues in the
community,” she said.
Available locations in-
cluded Vista Maria, The
Guidance Center, the Belle
Isle Botanical Society, For-
gotten Harvest, and various
Detroit schools. 

Check-in began at 7:50
in the University Center,
where volunteers also do-
nated non-perishable food
items and stuffed animals
for patients in local hospi-

tals. Lauren Hayes, repre-
sentatives from City Year,
and Lyceum’s Editor-in-
Chief spoke during the
opening program. Volun-
teers departed and worked
from 9:30 to 12:30 and ar-
rived back on campus by
1:00 p.m. for lunch and
closing program.

United Way of South-
eastern Michigan Corpo-
rate Relations Director and
UM-Dearborn alumna Brit-
tany Guerriero congratu-
lated those who served for
being part of the 1,200 vol-
unteers mobilized in

Wayne and Oakland Coun-
ties. She described her
years at UM-Dearborn as
some of the hardest of her
life due to financial con-
straints and her mother
being diagnosed with a rare
form of breast cancer.

“I even used to look
under vending machines
for change to eat lunch,”
she recalled to the volun-
teers. This type of predica-
ment is more common
today in Michigan than one
would hope. Guerriero
shared that one in four
Michigan families only

know where one meal per
day is coming from and
that only 48% of children
born into poverty end up
graduating.

United Way is working
to turn this bleak situation
around and implored vol-
unteers to help. “Consider
doing what you’ve done
today on a regular basis,”
said Guerriero. Volunteers
can do just that by check-
ing out United Way’s web-
site or by attending the
Volunteer Fair in the UC on
Monday, January 23 from
10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

Two years after delivering
his famous “I Have a
Dream” speech from the
steps of the Lincoln Memo-
rial in Washington, D.C.,
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. took to the podium
at Oberlin College in small
town Ohio. On that June
day, the class of 1965
awaited a commencement

speech to be delivered by
the great African-American
civil rights leader of their
time.

To Dr. King, being aware
of social change, of political
movements, of revolutions,
is not enough. Awareness is
a passive term, and although
he was a man of civil-dis-
obedience and peaceful re-
sistance, King was not a
passive man. In his com-
mencement address, he re-

called the tale of Rip Van
Winkle, who went up to the
mountains from a small
Hudson River town and
slept for 20 years. The sig-
nificance of Van Winkle,
said Dr. King, “is not that he
slept 20 years, but that he
slept through a revolution.”
When Van Winkle left for
his long sleep, the town was
displaying pictures of King
George III of England.
When he returned, pictures
of George Washington had
taken their place.

And so it was that Dr.
King told the graduates of
Oberlin College that there
“is nothing more tragic than
to sleep through a revolu-
tion.” And to be aware of a
social change or the need to
change but to “fail to
achieve the new mental out-
look that the new situation
demands” is just as bad as
sleeping through it all like
Rip Van Winkle.

Dr. King was a champion,
but he was a marathon run-
ner, not a sprinter. As with
most movements, a sprint
followed by complacency is
the bane of progress. Civil
rights, along with women’s
rights, income-equality, and
all other pressing issues will
always need advocates. This
is not to say that progress is
unachievable, it is to say
that it is continuous and
gradual. Dr. King’s voice for
the undercut, the oppressed,
and the humiliated is a uni-
versal one, and the torch he
passed on must not be
dropped.

“All life is
in te r re la t ed…somehow,
we’re caught in an in-
escapable network of mutu-
ality tied in a single garment
of destiny,” Dr. King told
the crowd at Oberlin.
Whether one believes in a
higher power, or perhaps a
lower power, or even no

power, the garment of mutu-
ality that Dr. King spoke of
is undoubtedly worn by all,
and the beauty, or ugliness,
of the garment we wear is
entirely up to us.

Therefore, let us carry Dr.
King’s torch, but not with
weariness. Let us avoid the
monotony that comes with
repetition, and not simply
replay Dr. King’s voice, but
dwell on it and add our own
thoughts and opinions to it.
Let us build on the momen-
tum he provided. Whether
his vision is realized in com-
munity service, in greater
friendship, in occupying
Wall Street, in deeper study
and involvement in the po-
litical system that represents
us, in research, in faith, in
conciliation between old en-
emies, or in personal mental
and spiritual change, Dr.
King’s voice will most
likely be carried by college
students who are still form-

ing their opinions and are
still open to new ideas, who
are open to openness itself.

Oberlin’s students re-
ceived a simple message
from Dr. King. Delivered 47
years ago, it still rings true
today, and can be cherished
and reflected upon by all—
“Whatever affects one di-
rectly affects all indirectly,”
Dr. King told the graduates.
With that mentality, stu-
dents, faculty, and staff at
UM-D can ensure that MLK,
Jr. Day remains more than a
paid holiday. Rather, it
should be a reminder that
while we may not be sleep-
ing through revolutions,
claiming awareness is not
enough. We must actively go
out and carry the torch that
Dr. King once carried, too.
Whatever issue one is con-
cerned with, as long as the
pursuit of it remains active,
the legacy of Dr. King will
live on.
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Big Apple joins the fray against
Citizens United

If you’re worried Occupy
Wall Street may have lost its
steam, recent developments in
New York City may have you
guessing again. New York’s
City Council brought in the
New Year with a resolution
declaring that corporations are
not people.

In contrast to the controver-
sial Citizens United ruling in
January 2011, The New York
City Council voted “Yes” to a
resolution that “opposes the
United State Supreme Court’s

interpretation of the Constitu-
tion in Citizens United regard-
ing the constitutional rights of
corporations,” among other
things.

New York is just one of the
few cities across the nation to
pass such legislation.  The rul-
ing may be trivial at first
glance but, in light of the fact
that New York is the epicenter
of the OWS movement, in ad-
dition to being a cultural and
financial hub of the Midwest,
the passing of this resolution
could be a very big deal.

While it doesn’t necessarily

bind the council to do any-
thing, resolutions such as this
are good ways of drawing
public attention, and serve as
great catalysts for open dis-
cussion and public debate.

What do you think about
the Supreme Court’s ruling?
Should big business be given
first amendment rights?

To find out more about the
Progressive Caucus of the
New York City Council and
their movement against corpo-
rate personhood, check out
their website at: www.nycpro-
gressives.com.

Bob Fish, CEO and
founder of Biggby Coffee,
spoke at the UM-Dearborn
College of Business on
Thursday evening and told
students the story of how he
turned his small, privately
owned coffee business into
franchises, and now the
fastest growing coffee chain
in the U.S.

“Never question what you
do. You’ve just got to love
what you do,” said Fish, who
gave students, many of them
aspiring business owners,
some wisdom about business.
He stressed that it is impor-
tant to be excited, energetic,
enthusiastic, and dedicated,
among other things. Fish
opened his first coffee shop
near the MSU campus in East
Lansing in 1995. Since then,
Biggby Coffee has spread
rapidly throughout Michigan,
Ohio, Wisconsin, Indiana,
and several other states as a
result of Fish’s decision to
begin franchising in 1999.
Biggby Coffee currently has
over 100 stores in 9 different
states.

Fish explained what made

Biggby different from other
coffee chains. “Our goal is to
serve specialty coffee in a fun
and un-intimidating manner,”
he said. Biggby’s motto?
Have fun, B-Happy, Make
friends, Love people,
…Drink great coffee. Biggby
puts a fun new spin on tradi-
tional drinks, with some of
their most popular drinks
being the “Caramel Marvel,”
“Frozen Hot Chocolate,” and
“Pomeberry Freeze” (a com-
bination of pomegranate and
blueberry).

“Regional dominance is
our goal,” said Fish, who
hopes to expand Biggby Cof-

fee to 300 units in the next
few years. “This is not the
finishing point,” he said. “I
think I’m still at the starting
point of what I’m doing.”

The Biggby Coffee event
was presented by the Busi-
ness of Franchising Initiative
at UM-Dearborn. This is one
in a series of events in a pro-
gram funded by the Michigan
Initiative for Innovation and
Entrepreneurship that fea-
tures presentations from fran-
chise owners and
representatives from corpora-
tions. The program’s goal is
to encourage recent graduates
to stay in Michigan.

Road to the Republican candidacy: the race so far

Primary season is al-
ready underway for the Re-
publican field of
presidential candidates,
and after two races, it
looks as if one candidate,
Mitt Romney, has become
the front-runner.

The calendar had just
turned over to the new
year.  Some people had yet
to take the Christmas
lights off their houses,
New Year’s resolutions
hadn’t had the time to be
broken, and the people of
Iowa were already caucus-
ing for their favorite presi-
dential candidates.  The
Iowa caucuses were held
on January 3rd, making
them the first in the nation
this year.

The winner in Iowa usu-
ally gets the biggest boost.
After months of polling

and seeing one candidate
as the front-runner, then
another, and then another,
votes are finally recorded,

and delegates are awarded.
On that cold Tuesday, a
winner was not declared.
It took until the wee hours
of Wednesday the 4th to
declare Mitt Romney an
eight vote victor over Rick
Santorum, each candidate
claiming 25% of the vote,
with Ron Paul finishing a
close third with 21%, and
Newt Gingrich a distant
fourth with 13%.

The top three could all
claim a victory.  For Rom-
ney, it was a straight-up
win, and the majority share
(13) of Iowa’s 25 Republi-
can delegates.  For Santo-
rum, who had been inching
up in the polls, it was a
moral victory, plus the
other 12 delegates.  For
Ron Paul, it was a solid
third place showing for a
man who has often been
thought of as a fringe can-
didate.

Santorum, whose name
everyone should look up
on Google, went from a
candidate who regularly
polled in the single digits

in December to the darling
of the caucus night, and
came within a hair of win-
ning the state outright.
And though he credited his
strong showing to sweater
vests, Santorum actually
draws his support from the
Evangelical Christian
crowd, and would likely
have been the main bene-
factor had Texas governor
Rick Perry dropped out of
the race, as many specu-
lated, after his fifth place
showing in Iowa.

A week later, in New
Hampshire, Romney took a
firm grasp on the nomina-
tion, when he won a share
of first place in the town of
Dixville Notch.  Romney,
who tied with former U.S.
ambassador to China Jon
Huntsman, took a whop-
ping two votes of the six
cast in the small town of
nine.  The three other votes
were cast in the Demo-
cratic primary for Presi-
dent Barack Obama.
Dixville Notch is often
seen as a bellwether for the

nation, as every Republi-
can candidate going back
to the 1956 election to
have won at least a share
of first place has gone on
to become the Republican
nominee.

Later that night, Rom-
ney went on win the state
with 39% of the vote.  Paul
took 23% of the vote, with
Huntsman, who skipped
Iowa to focus on the Gran-
ite State, finishing in third
with 17%, and Gingrich
and Santorum in a virtual
tie for fourth place at 9%.

New Hampshire gave
Romney a commanding
lead, but Gingrich, Paul,
and Santorum all have le-
gitimate reasons to believe
they could surpass him.
Santorum is sitting in sec-
ond place in the delegate
count, with the next two
primaries being held in tra-
ditionally conservative
Christian states south of
the Mason-Dixon Line.
After a poor showing in
New Hampshire, anything
short of third will likely

end Santorum’s chances.
Gingrich, after two lack-

luster performances, is
close in the early polling
for the January 21st South
Carolina primary.  Any-
thing short of a win (or
very close second) would
likely end Gingrich’s
chances of winning the
party’s nod.

Paul has put together
back-to-back solid per-
formances, netting over a
fifth of the vote in each of
the first two primaries, and
claiming the second-high-
est popular vote total.  His
platform of personal lib-
erty and broad financial re-
form has resonated with a
significant portion of the
Republican voters, and
second place is his to lose,
while first place is his to
win.

With South Carolina
coming up this Saturday,
the race is going to start to
get ugly.  In recent history,
campaign ads have turned
negative once the race en-
tered the Palmetto State.

In 2000, the voters were
famously “push polled”
into thinking that John Mc-
Cain had fathered an ille-
gitimate black child.

And then there is the in-
teresting case of one of
South Carolina’s favorite
native sons: Stephen Col-
bert.  For the second elec-
tion cycle in a row, Colbert
is giving serious (used lib-
erally, here) consideration
to running for president in
his home state.  He was
polling around 5% in some
polls before he even began
discussing it on his TV
show, and is likely to poll
higher among younger vot-
ers, especially in college
towns.  This could draw
votes away from Ron Paul
and Mitt Romney.  The
question is not if there will
be an impact, but how
large of an impact.

It is almost certain that
the nation will have a
much clearer picture of the
race after the South Car-
olina primary.
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IN OUR VIEW. . . M.J. EDITORIAL BOARD

We’ve al l  heard our
parents ,  teachers ,  and
advisors  tel l  us  that  i f
you  f ind  a  job  tha t
you’d  do  for  f ree ,
you’l l  f ind happiness .
However,  we all  know
that we can’t  work for
f ree  because  we have
a  respons ib i l i ty  to
provide food,  shel ter,
and a  sense  of  s tabi l -
i ty  for  ourse lves  and
those  we care  about ,
which  usua l ly  re -
qui res  some amount
of  money.  

However,  our  re -
spons ib i l i ty  usua l ly
doesn’t  end with  our-
se lves  and those  who
depend on  us .  There
are also collect ives of
people ,  known as  the
communi ty  in  which
we l ive ,  on whom we
depend for  a  grea te r
sense  of  l ive l ihood.
Our communit ies  pro-
v ide  the  food  and
she l te r  tha t  we  pur-
chase ,  the  sense  of
safe ty  and  s tab i l i ty
that  we seek,  and the

munic ipa l  se rv ices  tha t
we enjoy.  However,  not
everyone is  as  for tunate
as  others ,  and there  wil l
a lways  be  people  who
are deprived of  the com-
muni ty  many of  us  take
for  granted,  who are  un-
able  to  suppor t  them-
se lves  and  engage  in  a
mutual  give and take re-
la t ionship  wi th  those
who l ive  a round them.
They are  completely de-
pendent  on  the i r  com-
muni ty,  and  jus t  as  we
find ourselves  responsi-
b le  to  provide  food and
shelter  for ourselves and
our  fami ly,  we  have  an
extended  respons ib i l i ty
to  g ive  back  to  those
who need i t  i f  we can.  

Nowadays ,  s tudents
are  pushed  to  become
“marketab le ,”  to  make
compar isons  be tween
f ie lds  to  f ind  which
ones  y ie ld  grea te r
sa la r ies  in  year  one  of
employment ,  and  are
s t ressed  out  by  increas-
ing  s tudent  loan  debt .
Donating one’s  t ime,  ex-

pec t ing  noth ing  in
return except  for  the
gra t i tude  of  those
served ,  i s  a l l  the
more  impor tan t  in
l igh t  of  the  cur ren t
scenar io .  UM-D of -
fe rs  many grea t  op-
por tuni t ies  for
s tudents  to  take  a
break  f rom the  ra t
race and get involved
in  communi ty  serv-
ice  projects ,  par t icu-
la r ly  through the
Communi ty  Involve-
ment  and  Volun-
teer i sm Center
(CIViC) ,  which  or-
ganized  yes te rday’s
MLK Jr.  Day of
Service in  col labora-
t ion  wi th  Uni ted
Way.  At  the  Michi -
gan  Journa l ,  we  en-
courage  everyone  to
become ac t ive ly  in-
volved  on  campus
whether  once a  week
or  once  a  year.  The
volunteer  oppor tuni-
t ies  are  many and the
rewards are  endless .  

Voluntarily answering the call
WWoorrdd

ofMMoouutthh

COMPILED BY ELIZABETH BASTIAN

WWhhaatt iiss tthhee mmoosstt 
rreewwaarrddiinngg ppaarrtt aabboouutt

vvoolluunntteeeerriinngg??

“The most rewarding part of vol-
unteering is helping to make a dif-
ference in other people!s lives, no

matter how small.”

Alex Terrell
Madonna University

“(The most rewarding part of volun-
teering) is giving back to others who

have given us freedom.”

Melanie Swobodu
Madonna University

“I enjoy giving my time to people
who are experiencing a hard time in

their life or who have dedicated
themselves to serving our country.”

Alison Schulte
Madonna University

“I enjoy giving back to the 
community and helping to make a

difference.”

Casey Russell
Madonna University
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From Generation X to
Generation Flux

My dad recently e-mailed
me a link to an article fea-
tured in the February 2012
issue of Fast Company, ac-
companied by a request to
peruse the work in full.
“Now I know you dislike
when I send you things to
read (which is not true,
sometimes I just don’t have
time to read them), but
please read this one. It’s rel-
evant.” Upon finding my-
self having to wait for a
substantial amount of time
for a delivery while running
errands during my intern-
ship this past week, I pulled
up the link on my phone
and began to scan the arti-
cle.

Entitled “This is Genera-
tion Flux: Meet the Pio-
neers of the New (and
Chaotic) Frontier of Busi-
ness,” the rather lengthy
(albeit well-written) work
was an interesting read
from the beginning to end.
Introducing several profes-

sionals whose current ca-
reers and arrivals into the
field were unconventional
to say the least, author
Robert Safian used these
individuals to showcase the
enormous changes that
have happened within the
job market in the past two
decades.

One such featured inno-
vator was DJ Patil, an ex-
pert in chaos theory and
other such advanced math-
ematical disciplines. In
high school, he was kicked
out of math classes for
being too disruptive, and
only obtained his diploma
by convincing an adminis-
trator to change his failing
grade in chemistry. How is
this possible? Patil excelled
by holding job positions
and conducting research
that did not exist thirty
years ago. At various points
in time, he was chief scien-
tist at LinkedIn, researched
and taught about predicting
weather patterns at the Uni-
versity of Maryland,
worked with eBay on web
security and payment fraud,
and was a fellow at the US
Defense Department. He
didn’t plan out his entire
life based on an education
path or a set career; he rec-
ognized the unpredictabil-
ity and chaotic-ness of life,
and embraced it.

Like Patil, all the other

members of “generation
flux” have jumped around
from job to job, adjusting
their lifestyles and enhanc-
ing their resumes as they
go. They demonstrate and
illustrate Safian’s pressing
thesis of the article. The era
of the life-long job position
is gone, perhaps forever. In
order to succeed in the new,
fluctuating, topsy-turvy
world of business, one must
be prepared to be com-
pletely unprepared. One
must move beyond the
known and the logical into
the innovative and the
imagined. Just as Facebook
is constantly being updated
and reinvented, so white-
collar wannabes must con-
stantly be on their toes,
remaining flexible about
their aspirations.

So what does this mean
for us, the college students
who are throwing them-
selves into school solely for
the promise of a career that
will follow? Is the world
truly transitioning from
Generation X into Genera-
tion Flux?

While I do think that a
lot of what is said in this ar-
ticle should be taken with a
rather large grain of salt, ul-
timately it does have a few
good points. Nowadays,
you truly cannot obtain a
college degree and expect a
singular job choice to be

BY ELIZABETH BASTIAN
OPINION EDITOR

www..funnyordie.com

Generation Y is loosely defined as anyone born in 1990 or after.

waiting for you after gradu-
ation. My father has always
told me that some of the
jobs I will have do not even
exist right now, and he is
right. My dad received an
MBA in English, and he is
now an independent corpo-
rate consultant who devel-
ops training programs for
professional workspaces.

Some may find this fu-
ture of uncertainty bleak,
but I find it inspiring. It
opens up a world of poten-
tial to college students like
us. Whether we find a job
that will last four years or
forty years, what matters is
that we remain open-
minded and imaginative.
The job market is going to

recover from this horrible
recession someday, and I
am positive that when it
does, Generation Flux will
be ready.

To read the article in full,
check out http://www.fast-
c o m p a n y . c o m / m a g a -
zine/162/generation-flux-fu
ture-of-business.



JJAANNUUAARRYY 1177,, 22001122 OOPPIINNIIOONN TTHHEE MMIICCHHIIGGAANN JJOOUURRNNAALL // 55

CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Why You Should Fight Citizens United

Remember Thomas Jeffer-
son’s saying, “We hold these
truths to be self-evident, that
all men are created equal and
are endowed by their Creator
with certain unalienable
rights?”    

Adopted by the Continen-
tal Congress in 1776, the
Declaration of Independence
is heralded as one of the
greatest works birthed from
the Revolutionary period of
American history. But, was
Jefferson telling the truth
when he meant that all men
were created equal? What
constituted being a man?

Although Jefferson owned
slaves right up to the day that
he died, I’d like to believe
his words came from an hon-
est place. Considering the
thirteen colonies’ quarrel
with Great Britain at the
time, I’m led to believe that
he was sincerely trying to
pursue true freedom for
American citizens by ending
Britain’s oppressive reign
over them.

But, as I said, Jefferson

and his colleagues believed
in slavery to some extent,
and seeing that their descen-
dants (of office) later passed
laws that stated Africans and
African-Americas weren’t
fully human, I remain com-
pelled to ask what being a
man truly means.

For the sake of time and
space, let’s assume a man is
a human being—singular—
of either sex (i.e. mankind.)
In America, there are 310
million men, each of them,
independent of economic re-
sources, have equal voting
power.

All’s fair, right? Wrong.
What happens when a

group of people, wielding a
substantial amount of
money, comes together and
decides to sacrifice their in-
dividual identities for a sin-
gle, collective one? Are they
considered one? Should
these individuals share the
same name?

In all fairness, they’re
only half-right. The 310 mil-
lion people living within the
United States would be noth-
ing more than random indi-
viduals without the shared

identity of being American.
But, when multiple groups of
people of a particular caliber
(rich/wealthy) start to appear
over and over across this
horizontal axis, they natu-
rally begin to centralize
power and affluence.

Now fast forward to
2012. Think of the ongoing
election process. What does
it take to fund a presidential
campaign? You guessed it.
Immense amounts of power
and affluence.

Banners, stickers, buttons,
plane tickets, hotel stays, TV
advertisements, payroll: all
of these things and more can
ring up a pretty hefty bill.
Who in the world is going to
foot it?

Forgive my vulgarity, but
it sure as hell ain’t the prole-
tariat.

In order to understand the
scheme of things better, let’s
minimize the problem. Imag-
ine a classroom of 30 ele-
mentary school students
voting on whether or not
their class color should be
green or blue. Two students
decide to step up and per-
suade the general audience

of why one color should be
chosen over the other.

20 students decide to fund
student A’s campaign, 8 stu-
dents fund student B’s cam-
paign. Finals come around,
and student A wields an elab-
orate display board for the
color green while student B
upholds a shoddy poster
board for blue.

Now we have a problem
of perception. Regardless of
either of the student’s mes-
sages, the general audience
is swooned by the intensity
(not the integrity) of Student
A’s campaign. So now the
school color is green. Is that
fair?

Not too long ago, it was-
n’t. At one time, there ex-
isted limits as to how much
you could give a candidate
running for office because
voters, for the most part, are
going to vote for the person
with the most intense cam-
paign strategy—it’s how we
remember them when we go
to the polls.

Whether you’re a Fortune
500 CEO or a modest farmer
from the Midwest, ideally,
you are to be judged by merit

and shouldn’t be given any
type of edge over your com-
petitor. But, with the contro-
versial ruling seen in the
Citizens United case, the
Supreme Court has de-
stroyed the idea of a fair and
just democracy and has left
the entire election process in
the hands of the bourgeois,
opening the floodgates for
unlimited political spending
and the furthering of special
interests.

When the ruling passed
initially, my first thought
was the Paramount Decision
of 1948, when the Supreme
Court decided to break up
the big film business. Para-
mount controlled each level
of film production in Holly-
wood, monopolizing the film
industry completely.

In a more abstract sense,
Paramount stood a gargan-
tuan financial tower. The
government was displeased
at this ridiculously overt dis-
play of power, and ruled that
it had to be dealt away with.

With the 7-1 decision, I
imagined them telling Para-
mount’s corporate empire,
“You can build mountains in

America, sure. But we de-
cide how big they are.”

Is that fair? Eh…that’s a
discussion for another time.
My point here is that this his-
torical decision, supposedly
made in noble angst, is now
blatantly contradicted by
whatever flawed moral code
the “fascist five” are operat-
ing from.

All in all, energy is being
manipulated by those in po-
sitions of power and author-
ity, for the sake of what’s
trending at the time. Cur-
rently, we are entrenched in
a chaotic state of mudsling-
ing, where the name of the
game is “Who’s got the least
amount of dirt?”

The Supreme Court’s de-
cision furthers this trend, and
serves as a perfect example
of their lack of respect for
democracy in its purest form.

Four constitutional
amendments were submitted
to Congress last year in an
attempt to repeal the ruling.
If you share this desire,
please contact your local leg-
islator and urge Congress to
end this era of corporate per-
sonhood for good.

BY DEANDRE MCDAY
STAFF COLUMNIST

Why Detroit Should Take a Hint from Saudi Arabia

Over winter break, I had
the privilege to travel to
Saudi Arabia with a couple
of students from different
universities around the
country. In the van ride to
the airport, we exchanged
the awkward pleasantries
that students forced into
moving vehicles tend to do.
As it turned out, half of the
delegation was from Michi-
gan, and we happily chatted
about where in the state we
lived. I lived the closest to
metro-Detroit, and talked
about southwest Michigan
and Detroit in particular. 

At the sound of “Detroit”,
one of my traveling com-
panions from Vermont
looked directly at me and
said, “Isn’t Detroit…like a

slum?” The other students
from Michigan quickly con-
curred, and I bitterly
quipped, “No, it’s a city, so
it has good and bad parts.”
She shrugged me off and the
rest of the commute I sat in
an angry silence. Who was
she to call Detroit a slum?
Furthermore, who were
these people from northern,
western and central Michi-
gan, who have never spent
more than a day downtown
to call it a slum or danger-
ous?

Frankly, I was pissed off.
I was mad that so many peo-
ple were willing to write
Detroit off as done, as a
slum. I was furious that
even fellow students from
Michigan weren’t willing to
change anything. I was
pissed off at the fact that I
used to think like this too.

It’s really ironic that peo-
ple who I think would be-
lieve the most in Detroit
lived 6,824 miles away.

When I was in Saudi Ara-
bia, I remained fascinated
by two things: how new
everything was and how
young the people were. Sev-
enty percent of Saudi Ara-
bia’s population is under
thirty years old, yet the
country is hitting an infra-
structure and education
boom. I expected tents and
deserts; they showed me
buildings higher and more
sophisticated than I had ever
seen. I expected women
confined to houses, they
showed me universities
filled to the seams with
women, all expecting MAs,
MSs, and PhDs. I expected
mega corporations; I was
shown thousands of small

businesses, all thriving.
Everyone I spoke with was
enthusiastic, optimistic, and
was looking forward to
graduating and staying in
their region.

Immediately, I wrote it
off as mostly King Abdullah
and royal decrees making
the country do so well. It’s
really easy to have a change
if someone forces you to do
something or stay some-
where. But when I spoke to
Saudi students, I found that
a lot of them had studied in
the United States and came
back to Saudi Arabia willing
to go to work. They told me
that they had seen real
change, and yes King Ab-
dullah was a factor, but so
were students coming back
to invest in the kingdom. No
student is ever forced back
into the country. These peo-

ple came back on their own.
What does this have to do

with Detroit?  We are doing
the opposite. The people of
Michigan aren’t investing in
the city. They don’t want to
live there. They don’t want
to build there. And those
who do don’t want to remain
there. So I ask Michigan-
ders, “Why not?” Because
Detroit is too old? Saudi
Arabia is older. Because De-
troit is too poor? Saudi Ara-
bia was one of the poorest
countries in the Middle
East.  

The hard truth is that De-
troit is never going to de-
velop if we don’t stand up
and invest in it. And by in-
vesting, I mean budget re-
form, educational reform,
and the most important
thing—attitude reform.
There is so much young tal-

ent that comes from Michi-
gan. Why are we outsourc-
ing ourselves? Why are our
civil engineers going to
places like Chicago? Why
are our MPPs going to
Washington? Why are our
artists going to New York,
and letting a once beautiful
city go to waste? Why have
the young given up on De-
troit?

So what I learned from
the Saudis is this simple
truth: change will not come
overnight, but change will
come as long as people re-
main engaged and invested.
So while I may not see the
glorious comeback of De-
troit, just like the first
Saudis working for Aramco
did not see modern Saudi
Arabia, I am going to work
towards it. And I know there
are many like me.

BY GABRIELLE BOYER
STAFF COLUMNIST

Who Are the Republican Candidates?
BY KYLE SCHAFER
STAFF COLUMNIST

Who are the Republican
candidates?  By this time,
we all know who they are,
but who are they really?  I
will attempt to compare
the six remaining candi-
dates to inanimate objects
in a series of three tests.

TV Show
Mitt Romney – Accord-

ing to Jim on DVD – This
show was not downright
terrible, it was just never
good.  You never planned
your evening around
watching the show, but it
was just entertaining
enough that you wouldn’t
change the channel…well,
if the remote were out of
reach and you didn’t feel
like getting up to get it.  It
is now out on DVD, but
why bother?

Newt Gingrich – Sud-
denly Susan on VHS –
Both Newt and the show
were only mildly popular
in the ‘90s, and you can’t

buy either in a DVD box
set.

Ron Paul – An econom-
ics lecture by Dr. Barry
Nalebuff downloaded ille-
gally – Paul believes in
personal liberty, which in-
cludes illegal Internet
downloading.  But, he’s
such a boring economy
honk that this is what he
would choose to down-
load.

Rick Perry – Ted Nu-
gent’s Spirit of the Wild
on basic cable– Like Nu-
gent, Perry owns a hunting
ranch, you never know
what he is going to say
next, and you know he’s
on TV, but not which
channel.  Is it C-SPAN 3
or the Outdoors Channel?
Also, like Nugent’s show,
only your racist uncle in
Indiana, whom you hate,
likes Perry.

Jon Huntsman – A black
and white test pattern – At
this point, Huntsman’s
only use is to make sure
your TV has the proper
vertical hold.  He would

Rucker) is still putting out
music, it will never com-
pare to “Only Wanna Be
with You”, or as the Blow-
fish call it, “our Contract
with America.”

Mitt Romney – Any-
thing by Donnie and Marie
Osmond – Both are whole-
some, very Mormon, very
bland, very forgettable,
non-offensive, and pose
no serious threat.

Jon Huntsman – Any-
thing by the other Os-
monds – Like Donnie,
Marie, and Mitt, Hunts-
man and the rest of the
Osmonds are no less Mor-
mon, but much less mem-
orable.

Rick Santorum – CCM
– It is an acronym for
Christian Contemporary
Music.  Just Wikipedia it. 

Ice Cream Flavor
Rick Perry – Butter

Rum – Between his No-
vember debate gaffe, and
the way he acted when
someone gave him that
bottle maple syrup in Ver-

have been a color test pat-
tern, but he is the palest
candidate in a Republican
field, which is not an easy
thing to pull off.

Rick Santorum – Davey
and Goliath – Never heard
of it?  Just YouTube it.

Style of Music
Rick Perry – Country –

Are you kidding me?  This
guy is a walking Toby
Keith song.  “Should’ve
Been a Cowboy” isn’t just
a Toby Keith song, it’s on
all of Rick Perry’s busi-
ness cards.

Ron Paul – Jazz – Ron
Paul’s belief in personal
freedom is no more exem-
plified than in jazz music,
which relies on freedom,
expression, and improvi-
sation.  Also, most media
outlets ignore him as
much as, if not more than,
they ignore jazz.

Newt Gingrich – The
music of Hootie and the
Blowfish – They were
both popular in the ‘90s,
and while Hootie (Darius

mont, he must be loaded.
Mitt Romney – Vanilla

– He is always there.  He
is nothing special, but he
won’t disappoint.  Sure,
the flavor is dull, and you
know what you’re going to
get.  You don’t have to
worry about whether or
not you’ve just wasted
your money on some crazy
flavor like razzleberry
crunch.

Ron Paul – Razzleberry
Crunch – You just don’t
know what you’re going to
get.  Not since Ross Perot
has there been such a dis-
connect between what a
candidate wants to do, and
what can get done with a
moderating force like
Congress.  This could be
the best flavor you ever
had, and walk out of the
store with a gallon of it, or
it could be the reason you
stop eating ice cream all
together.  Too bad we
can’t get a mini taster
spoon.

Jon Huntsman – the cup
of water they wash out the

mini taster spoons in –
Huntsman is basically the
same thing as Romney, but
with even less flavor–did-
n’t think that was possi-
ble, did you?  He is a
moderate, but is more of
an afterthought, like the
cup.

Newt Gingrich – A 20-
year old, half-eaten, car-
ton of mint chocolate chip
that got shoved to the back
of the freezer, and buried
behind a couple of TV din-
ners and a bag of frozen
peas – This was in the
freezer, you forgot about
it, and just found it when
you cleaned it out.  You
don’t really want to use it,
but your friend tells you
that nothing spoils when
frozen, and while you
don’t completely trust
your friend’s advice, it is
enough to keep you from
eating it.  That’s pretty
much Gingrich in a nut-
shell.

Rick Santorum –
Chocolate Swirl – For the
love God, just Google it!
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Aries

You may have reason to feel wistful
about one love relationship.

Whatever the problem, don't make
it worse by hanging on. Let it go.
Be careful on Tuesday. You may

reach a deadlock despite your best
efforts. Don't force anything. The

Sun moves into Aquarius on Friday,
enhancing your social zone and
bringing a chance to make some
interesting new friends. Sunday's

New Moon in Aquarius is perfect for
writing down wishes and goals for
the year ahead. Make them vivid

and interesting.

Horoscopes Courtesy of Horoscopes.com

Taurus

Gemini

Cancer Scorpio

Libra

Virgo

Leo Sagittarius

Capricorn

Aquarius

Pisces

There may be friendship issues
that need sorting out. If you heal an
old wound, one relationship will be
saved and become much stronger.
You may encounter some red tape
on Tuesday. Be patient and every-
thing will sort itself out. A meeting
on Friday may result in a rather

intense love affair. If it feels right,
go with it, but listen to your heart.

The Aquarius New Moon helps you
catch the tide and get moving on

career-related plans and projects..

If you want funding for a creative
idea, don't go to the bank manager
on Tuesday. Wait until Friday for a
greater chance of success. Your

attention may be taken by the latest
gadget that promises the world and
enables you to instantly get all the
information you could ever want.
Your desire is strong, so you may
add it to your collection. The New
Moon could coincide with a desire
to attend a course that enhances

your earning power.

The Scorpio Moon highlights rela-
tionships, especially the romantic

ones. You may be wistfully thinking
of the one who got away. Don't
dwell on the past. It's time to

embrace the present and live fully.
If you feel overburdened on

Tuesday, don't fret. It will pass. The
Sun in Aquarius gives you a

chance to see loans, debts, and
credit cards in perspective. The

New Moon encourages you to start
paying them off as quickly as you

can. 

You've been heavily involved at
work, and you may feel things have

gone too far on Tuesday. Don't
panic if frustration boils over. It's

temporary. Things are looking
lighter and brighter when the Sun

enters Aquarius on Friday. The
weekend will be a lot of fun, apart
from a brief incident where emo-
tions get out of hand. Your social

life perks up and partners are more
available. Wish for love success

along with the New Moon on
Sunday.

You and your partner may be
aware of an issue that you need to
discuss. The roots of this may go

deeper than you think. Be sensitive
and you'll draw even closer to one
another. The Sun moves into your

lifestyle zone on Friday, so you
could get ideas for improving your

job, health and exercise habits, and
general level of satisfaction and
happiness. If you need to start a
new workout or diet, begin with

Sunday's New Moon

Venus aspects Chiron on Monday,
which may draw your attention to a
general area of weakness in your
health. Work on this and it may

become the start of greater well-
being all around. You may reach a
deadlock with a family member on

Tuesday. Don't worry. This will pass
if you don't force the issue. The
Sun moves to your fun zone on
Friday, so you don't have to stay

home and shoulder all the respon-
sibility. Rebel and spend time with

friends.

You may ignore your intuition, to
your detriment. If you have a feel-
ing about not doing something but
decide to go ahead anyway, you

could regret it. Listen to your heart.
When Venus sextiles Pluto, an

online chat could bring the start of
a relationship that becomes quite
obsessive. You'll enjoy the drama.
A New Moon in Aquarius graces
your home and family zone. If

you're thinking about spring clean-
ing and removing clutter, this is the

time to do it 

You may feel burdened by financial
considerations. A lot of this comes

down to focusing on feeling like you
never have enough. This may get

worse on Tuesday, but don't
believe it. You can be as wealthy
as you like, especially with Jupiter

in your work zone. If you aren't
happy, you have the blessing of the

cosmos to seek a better job with
better pay. The New Moon in your
communication zone is great for
starting a marketing campaign or

website.

You may feel stuck, blocked, and
frustrated when Saturn squares the
Sun in your sign on Tuesday. Don't
take this as a sign of failure. Things
are about to look up. The Sun lights

up your personal financial zone,
helping you understand that money
is energy. By tuning in to the spiri-
tual energy behind wealth, you can

encourage more of it. Sunday's
New Moon works if you want to
write down your wealth goals for

2012. It's also great for figuring out
your budget. 

You've been through a period of
rest and renewal. Now your rebirth
begins. You may have birth pangs
on Tuesday and doubts about the

future. Don't worry. The best is defi-
nitely yet to come. The Sun moves
to Aquarius on Friday, followed by a
New Moon on Sunday - the best of
the year for you. List your wishes
and goals and take steps to make

the most important ones reality.
This New Moon is your genie in a
bottle. Ask and you shall receive

Don't dissolve into a mass of emo-
tion on Monday. You may feel like

one aspect of your world has
ended. It may actually be beginning
on a new level. Let go of the past.
The Sun moves to your spiritual
zone on Friday, indicating that

you're entering a period in which
you need to occasionally take the
time to reflect on your future and
your heart's desire. The Aquarius
New Moon is great for starting a

new spiritual practice..

Welcome back to
classes!  I hope all of you
had a wonderful break and
are ready to attack another
semester here at the
University of Michigan-
Dearborn.  Detroit saw some
good and bad news over the
course of the break.  One of
the good stories that came
out over break was none
other than the North
American International Auto
Show.  It is returning yet
again, to Cobo Center, and
will be there for at least the
next five years.

The “NAIAS” has
roots that go all the way
back to when Detroit first
started producing automo-
biles.  The first auto show in
Detroit was held in 1907 at
Beller’s Beer Garden in
Riverside Park, near the
Ambassador Bridge.  It has
been held annually every
year in Detroit, except
between 1943-1952.  The
auto show has been held at
Cobo Center since 1965, and
was renamed the North
American International Auto
Show in 1989.

The auto show has
been a big draw, not just for
car lovers, but for the city of
Detroit.  It brings in some
major media outlets for the
press preview, and a boat
load of money during the
charity preview.  This year
the press preview ran from
January 9-10, the Industry
Preview on January 11-12,

Detroit: A City on the Rise
The North American International Auto Show and Cobo Center

the Charity Preview on
January 13, and the Public
Show from January 14-22.
During the press preview,
the media outlets that apply
get a sneak peak to take pic-
tures and develop stories on
what cars are being revealed.
The car companies usually

reveal production cars they
plan on selling in the near
future and concept cars,
vehicles that they may use
toward a future production
car.  The industry preview is
where companies bring in
people to take notes on the
vehicles, compare them to
theirs, or others, without all
of the crowds and some VIP
hospitality.

The charity preview is
where the city accumulates
some funds privately.  The
charity preview raises
money for local charities.
This year the ticket cost was
$250 per person, a black tie
event.  The people in atten-
dance are some of the most
prestigious in the Metro
Detroit area.  The possible
guests range from Dan
Gilbert, who is the third
largest owner of real estate
in Detroit, to some famous
athletes from the Red Wings
or Tigers. Since 1976, the
charity preview has raised
$84 million for children’s
charities in Metro Detroit.
$33 million of that has been
raised in the past seven years
alone.

The NAIAS rakes in an
estimated amount of $500
million by the auto show
executives for the area.  That

beats out the Woodward
Dream Cruise, held annually
each August, by a long shot
($56 million).

Cobo Center, which is
one of the largest convention
centers in the world, boasts
2,400,000 sq ft.  It is located
along Jefferson Ave. and
Washington Blvd.  Its offi-
cial address is 1 Washington
Blvd.  It was built in 1960
and named after one of
Detroit’s former mayors,
Albert E. Cobo.  The exhibi-
tion space has access to the
Lodge Freeway, and is locat-
ed on the Detroit
International Riverfront.  It
also has access to the Detroit
People Mover and the adja-
cent Joe Louis Arena.

The center is built on the
original landing spot of
Antoine de la Mothe
Cadillac, the Frenchman
who founded Fort
Ponchartrain, the beginnings
of modern Detroit.  The
building took four years and
$56 million to complete.  It
opened with approximately
1.4 million square feet.  The
first ever convention held at
Cobo was the Florist
Telegraph Delivery.  Along
with the exhibition space,
Cobo Center also opened an
arena, named Cobo Arena.
It had a capacity of 12,000
seats and was the home of
the Detroit Pistons from
1961-1978.  The arena has
also hosted many concerts,
including Kid Rock, The
Doors, Kiss, The Rolling
Stones, and The Who,
among many others.

As the North American
International Auto Show
began to grow each year, the
convention began demand-
ing more space, and threat-
ened to move elsewhere.
Luckily, the Detroit
Regional Convention
Facility Authority (DRCFA),
who owns Cobo Center and
the NAIAS agreed to a new
five year deal, early this
month to keep the auto show
here for another five years at
the very least.

What helped was an
upgrade that started in 1989.
That upgrade added 2.4 mil-
lion square feet.  That was
the last time the facility was
updated, and 20 years later,
it was in desperate need of
another.  It happened, and a
brand new $229 million
expansion project is in the
works.  It is scheduled to be
completed in January of
2015, in time for the auto
show that year.  The plan is

to demolish the seats in the
arena to create a grand ball-
room, and build a movable
stage for better and more
dramatic car reveals.  During
the NAIAS this year, you
won’t notice any upgrades,
but that doesn’t mean it’s not
happening.  A lot of the cur-
rent renovations are happen-
ing out of sight, including
making the building more
energy efficient.

One big upgrade is the
creation of a three-story atri-
um facing the riverfront.
The DRCFA will be using
the riverfront to its advan-
tage, to bring people in, and
give the facility a wonderful
view.  Along with the atri-
um, a brand new, high-tech
digital video grid will be
built across the front of the
building’s façade.  New
parking, a bigger and better
food court, and a more open
concourse are just a few of
the items that are going to be
upgraded at Cobo Center.

Finally, a new glass
façade will wrap around the
building from Washington
and Jefferson to the Detroit
River, giving you some
amazing views of the river
and Windsor, Ontario.

The North American
International Auto Show is a
Detroit thing, and keeping it
at Cobo Center, where it has
been held since 1965, is
what every Metro Detroiter
should want.  Heading to the
NAIAS and checking out all
the cool production and con-
cept cars is a must.  Tickets
are only $12 for adults, sen-
iors 65 and older $6, chil-
dren 7-12 $6, and children 6
and under are free.  The pub-
lic show runs until Sunday,
January 22 from 9am-10pm
with no admittance after
9pm and on Sunday from
9am-7pm, no admittance
after 6pm.  For more infor-
mation visit www.naias.com
and www.cobocenter.com  

Photo Courtesy of: StarkInsider.com

Cobo Center front entrance during the North American International Auto Show (or NAIAS for short)
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Student (is this real) Life
BY SARAH LEWIS
STUDENT LIFE EDITOR

During Winter break, I
don’t think I could’ve been
any happier. I scraped by in
Geology with a D…PLUS! I
had a wonderful Christmas
with family, and an exciting
New Year’s Eve with friends.
I made sleeping and not caring
about anything my main prior-
ity along with reading as
many books for leisure as I
possibly could (four in total).
I’m sure that most other stu-
dents were enjoying the same
time. 

As I kicked back on the
couch to watch the holiday
classics Home Alone and the
sequel (I refuse to even con-
sider the third and fourth
movies a part of the Home
Alone legacy) I realized that
the criminals, Harry and
Marv, really had it rough.
Macaulay Culkin played one
hilariously devious, little kid.
And I started to think, “Wow,
last semester was just as bad
as this.” Fall 2011 made me
look like an absolute joke; I’m
not kidding. I was on the
struggle bus. I never thought I
would be so happy to see a D+
in my entire life. I was the
freak who cried in high school

if I got a C. Go ahead and
judge. 

Miraculously, I was able to
push the idea of the upcoming
Winter semester far from my
mind, until it hit me like a ton
of bricks last week. After the
Fall made me feel like Marv
and Harry from Home Alone
2 when precious, little Kevin
McCallister throws bricks at
them from the roof of a home
as they’re standing on the
sidewalk, I knew I’d have to
make some changes this Win-
ter. 

Now that the semester has
begun are any of you hating
your lives and feeling the
overwhelming urge to rip up
every syllabus your professors
have handed you? After pur-
chasing thirteen books for this
semester I deeply considered
it, but then I stopped to collect
my thoughts. Maybe if I spent
more time being productive
and actually doing things like
reading, writing papers, and
completing projects for the
Orgs I’m in before the last
minute I might not want to
yank my hair out by next
month.

Now’s the time where you
think, “Is this real life?” But
once I started going to all my
five classes along with my

sorority’s meetings and doing
work for the newspaper, I was
losing grasp of reality. I felt
even more like Marv and
Harry when Kevin throws
paint cans at them causing
them to fall down stairs. I’m
not exaggerating. This semes-
ter is going to be HORRIBLE,
I thought to myself last week.
I just don’t have enough time,
my thoughts were scream-
ing…

Last semester was Kevin
McCallister, and I was the
poor home invaders that got
the crap beaten out of me, and
I think I’ve finally learned my
lesson. Slacking sucks…it ba-
sically makes you a criminal.
Think about it, you’re not put-
ting in an effort, and basically
the only person you are cheat-
ing is yourself.  You’re proba-
bly thinking, “No duh, Sarah.
It’s not that bad. Just don’t
procrastinate.” I’m not trying
to preach to you about the im-
portance of an education and
attendance and blah, blah,
blah because that is your
mommy and daddy’s job. Al-
though I am telling you that
from experience, it’s better to
take it serious from the very
beginning. 

But admit it, you put home-
work and other important du-

ties off to have a good time.
Trust me, I’d rather take a nap
or go out than read my French
textbook and write a paper.
BUT I would much rather fin-
ish a paper two days in ad-
vance than typing it so fast at
11:55 p.m. when it’s due at
midnight while taking puffs of
my inhaler to keep from hav-
ing a stress induced asthma at-
tack. 

So, I’m taking a pledge this
semester to be the best person
I can be. None of us deserve
to let school make us feel like
the butt of a joke! I will get all
A’s this semester. And I will
be AMAZING in the activities
I’m involved in on campus
while having a bad ass social
life. Yes. Caffeine is going to
be my sidekick, though. This
is real life. 

YOU CAN DO IT. I BE-
LIEVE IN YOU. And if you
do slack, don’t come crying to
me about how Kevin McCal-
ister threw bricks at your face
because I’ve given you a fair
warning. 

Take a note from Marv in
Home Alone 2. Why not yell
“Suck brick kid!” at this se-
mester, and give it a taste of its
own medicine. I know that’s
what I’m going to be doing.
This semester is in for a treat.

The Michigan Journal /7

Photo courtesy of 20 Century Fox

Harry and Marv try to fight back in Home Alone 2 with attempts to throw
bricks at young Kevin. Why submit to being beaten to hell and back by
this semester. Take a little advice from me, throw bricks instead of tak-
ing one to the face. 
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Ever need a number to an office and can’t find it
anywhere? Here’s a list of important 

numbers that will help you while attending UM-D!

Fieldhouse

313-593-5540

Nights/Weekends: 313-593-

5432

www.UM-D.umich.edu/athletics

Mardigian Library

313-593-5400

Mon. - Thurs.: 8 am - 11:45pm

Fri - 8am - 8pm

Sat - 10am - 6pm

Sun - 12pm - 11:45pm

Computer lab, Berkowitz Gallery, 

Club Cappuccino

Financial Aid

313-593--5300

Mon. & Thurs.: 8 am - 6 pm

Tues., Wed., Fri.: 8 am - 5 pm

1183 UC Walk-ins & Appts.

Cashier’s Office Student Accounts

313 - 593 - 5255

Inclement Weather & Emergency 

Closure Hotline

313 - 436 - 9157

Wellness Center

313 - 593 - 4599

Mon. - Thurs.: 6 am - 10 pm

Fri. - 6 am - 8 pm

Sat. - Sun.: Closed

Free entry and use of racquetball

courts with UM-D ID

Academic Support & Outreach

Services

313 - 593 - 5340

T, W, F: 8 am - 5 pm

M, TH: 8 am - 6 pm

Free tutoring (Meet with tutor

whenever)

University Center (UC)

313 - 583 - 6330

Mon. - Thurs.: 8 am - 11 pm

Fri.: 8 am - 10 pm

Sat.: 9 am- 6 pm

Sun.: 2 pm - 11 pm 

Campus Safety 24-hr Dispatch

313 - 593 - 5333

Bookstore

313 - 593 - 5551

Mon. - Thurs.: 8:00 am - 6:30 pm

Fri.: 8:00 am - 4:00 pm

Books, supplies, UM-D Gear

Student Activities Office (SAO)

313 - 593 - 5390

*Please note that hours are
scheduled to change

New Orgs arrive on campus

This past Friday three new
organizations were introduced
to the UM-Dearborn campus. 

The Palestinian Chil-
dren Relief Fund is an organi-
zation geared toward offering
free relief to children of the
Middle East. The organization
aims to raise local awareness
of suffering children in third
world, specifically in Gaza
and on the West Bank. Mem-
bers plan to raise funds by
selling items such as T-shirts
and bracelets. The long term
goal for the organization is to
bring a child from the Middle
East to Michigan to have sur-

gery. 
The Interfaith student

organization comes to Dear-
born with the goal of raising
awareness of different reli-
gions. Members will work to-
gether to form bonds between
different religions and help to
break stereotypes while im-
proving diversity on campus.
The organization plans to
work along side similar organ-
izations to accomplish their
goals. 

Alpha Kappa Psi is
back to reestablish their chap-
ter here at UM-Dearborn. The
sorority helps to promote pro-
fessional development skills
on campus and offers over
thirty grants and scholarships
to members each year. 

BY SAMANTHA ELLIOTT
EDITOR IN CHIEF

Wolf Pack hockey fans bleed Maize and Blue

BY MARK SCARANO
GUEST REPORTER

On January 15th, 2012,
thirty-seven University of
Michigan-Dearborn students
bundled up in maize and blue
for a three hour bus ride to
Cleveland, Ohio to attend the
second annual Wolf Pack
Snowdown event. Entitled
Snowdown 2.0 this year, the
outdoor hockey game featured
rival teams, the University of
Michigan-Ann Arbor versus
Ohio State University.

The $30.00 tickets included
bus fare, food, beverages, an
assortment of movies for en-
tertainment, and a navy blue
Wolf Pack branded t-shirt.
With a chartered Plymouth
Whalers bus departing at
12:30 p.m. students eagerly
gathered together for a bus
ride of fun before the sched-
uled game started at 5:00 p.m.

Upon arriving at Progres-
sive Stadium about an hour
early, students clustered to-
gether in the search of their as-
signed seats among a sea of
red and black Ohio State fans,

while scouting the available
food vendors on the way.

The energy was through the
roof as game-time rolled
around and the stadium began
to fill. The UM-D students
were seated near the UM-Ann
Arbor band section which
added to the hype of the event.
Throughout the game students
at both universities were
screaming and cheering.

According to Wolf Pack
President Chris Zadorozny,
"This was an awesome event."
Zadorozny went on to state
that Wolf Pack will continue

this event due to a high suc-
cess rate and student involve-
ment.

The end result was a 4-1
Michigan win, and shamed
Ohio State fans cleared the
stands shortly after the buzzer
rang, ending the third period
and the game.

The Snowdown 2.0 event
concluded at 11:30 p.m. when
the bus arrived back at the
UM-D campus, and tired stu-
dents then went on their sepa-
rate ways as they took home
the image of another great
Michigan win.

BY MARK SCARANO
GUEST REPORTER

PSA strikes a win with bowling fundraiser

On January 13th, 2012 the
Political Science Association
(PSA), held their second an-
nual bowling fundraiser at
Cherry Hill Lanes in Dearborn
Heights, Michigan. Like
clockwork, at 8:00 p.m. stu-
dents flooded the bowling
alley, eager to get shoes and

start to bowl.
A $15.00 presale, $20.00 at

the door tickets would buy
three games, shoes, pizza and
pop. Participants would also
be eligible for purchasing tick-
ets for a raffle that took place
later in the evening. Prizes in-
cluded pairs of Red Wings
tickets, tickets to the Crystal
Gardens’ Superbowl Bash,
gift certificates, and a box of

350 fortune cookies.
Co-president Faysal

Houtait voiced his enthusiasm
with the event’s success, “I
thought it went well. It
seemed like everyone had a
really good time.” 

Houtait explained that PSA
sold over 60 tickets to their
event, which was right in line
with their goal considering it
was the first week of the se-

mester.
Throughout the night, and

with a lot of charitable giving,
PSA raised over $900.00 for
their student organization, a
respectable amount consider-
ing the dreaded time of the
year for every student when
tuition is due.

In conclusion,  Houtait
added that he would like to
continue this event next year,
and the years to come. 

SAB hosts annual Winter Welcome 
BY ALEX WEE
STAFF REPORTER

On Thursday January 12,
Kochoff Hall was transformed
into a winter wonderland
complete with ice sculptures,
billowing snow-white ceiling
drapes and a polar bear mas-
cot greeting attendees at the
door. The Student Activities
Board’s “Winter Blast” wel-
come event brought together
both students and campus or-
ganizations to ring in the new
semester. 

“Winter semester is a tough
one,” said SAB president
Mark Scarano, “Most students
don’t want to stick around
campus after classes when the
roads are getting snowy. We
thought an event like this
would help encourage inclu-
sion among students and be-
tween students and
organizations. Plus the event
supports Michigan vendors!”

Attendees were invited to
browse the campus organiza-
tion fair, which gathered over
30 different student organiza-
tions. Students could star in a
wacky photo shoot, conjure
up balloon art, and pay a visit
to the guest fortune teller. She

wasn’t the only one with pre-
dictions for the New Year.

The American Red Cross
is looking to expand and edu-
cate. “We’re going to be offer-
ing a CPR workshop along
with our 3-day blood drive.
We’d also like to work on
building an active member-
ship base. Members are wel-
come to do more than just
organize the blood drives!”
said a Red Cross club repre-
sentative.

Delta Phi Epsilon is contin-
uing tradition with a goal “to
live up to our values and be
more active in our commu-
nity.” They will be hosting a
meet-and-greet in early Febru-
ary for those interested.

“In honor of our 40th an-
niversary (and the MJ’s!),
we’ll be planning a big art
show and poetry reading
event. We’re also going to
work on re-formatting our
journal,” said Emma Slonina
of Lyceum. 

The Intervarsity Christian
Fellowship is planning an al-
ternative Spring Break called
“Chicago Urban Plunge,”
with more information to
come in the near future.

A representative from Stu-
dents for Islamic Awareness

said “This year, we’d like to
work on member recruitment
and educating students on a
lot of the myths about Islamic
faith. We’ll also be hosting an
event raising awareness on de-
pression and substance
abuse.”

“2012 will be a big year for
us with the upcoming elec-

tions and all so we’d like to
work on encouraging students
to vote. We’ll also be hosting a
neat four week speaker series
on Detroit,” said the Political
Science Association.

Be sure to keep your eye
out for these awesome upcom-
ing events and make this your
coolest semester yet! 

Samantha Elliott/MJ

Organizations talk with questioning students and tell them how to get in-
volved on campus. 

Samantha Elliott/MJ

Representatives from The Palestinian Children Relief Fund present
their ideas for their new Org at Friday’s Student Government meeting.
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SSeeaassoonn PPiicckkss::

Results and
Superbowl picks   

(All picks are 
straight up, 
not against 
the spread)

SSAAMMAANNTTHHAA EELLLLIIOOTTTT
EEddiittoorr iinn CChhiieeff
Last Week: 6-5
Season: 67-42

SSAARRAAHH LLEEWWIISS
SSttuuddeenntt LLiiffee EEddiittoorr

Last Week: 6-5
Season: 78-31

TTOOMMMMYY AALLEEXXAANNDDEERR
PPhhoottoo EEddiittoorr

Last Week: 8-3
Season: 67-42

RROOBBEERRTT SSTTEEEELLEE
SSppoorrttss EEddiittoorr

Last Week: 7-4
Season: 79-30

EElliizzaabbeetthh BBaassttiiaann
OOppiinniioonnss EEddiittoorr
Last Week: 5-6
Season: 58-39

SStteepphhaanniiee CCoossbbyy
NNeewwss EEddiittoorr

Last Week: 6-5
Season:76-33

CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Baltimore Vs.
New England

Baltimore New England New England Baltimore New England New England

New York Vs.
San Francisco

San Francisco New York San Francisco San Francisco San Francisco New York

2012 Sugar Bowl
New Orleans, Lousiana 



TTeeaamm         OOvveerraallll

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL-
STANDINGS

MEN’S BASKETBALL
STANDINGS

TTeeaamm         OOvveerraallll
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6-2

5-3

5-3

5-3

5-4

4-5

2-6
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hhaavvee wwoonn iinn aa
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THE
NUMBERS

GAME
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ddeeffeennssee hhaadd tthhiiss
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Indiana Tech

Madonna

Cornerstone

Northwestern 
Ohio

Aquinas

Davenport

Concordia

UM-Dearborn

Siena Heights

Lourdes

8-0
7-2
5-3
5-3
4-4
4-4
4-4
2-6
2-6

0-9

BY KYLE SCHAFER
STAFF REPORTER
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224

41
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Indiana Tech

Madonna

Aquinas

Davenport

Northwestern 
Ohio

Siena Heights

Concordia

Lourdes

UM-Dearborn

Cornerstone

“Michigan never left,”
said Michigan head foot-
ball coach Brady Hoke,
following his team’s 23-20
overtime thriller win over
Virginia Tech in the All-
state Sugar Bowl on Janu-
ary 3. Many have been
asking that question all
season because of former
coach Rich Rodriguez and
his failure to keep the
team around the .500 mark
during his three years as
head coach. 

Team 132, as Hoke and
many players call the
Michigan Wolverine 2011
football team, won 11
games this year, including
the Sugar Bowl win.  They
are only the fifth team in
Michigan football history
to win 11 games in a sea-
son. 

The Mercedes-Benz Su-
perdome in New Orleans,
Louisiana was gearing up
for three games in about a
week. First up was the All-
state Sugar Bowl, fol-
lowed by an NFL playoff
game between the Detroit
Lions and New Orleans
Saints, and finishing up
with the Allstate BCS Na-
tional Championship be-
tween Louisiana State
University and Alabama
University. 

The Big Easy was
packed with Michigan

fans, outnumbering the
Hokie fans about 3-1.  The
Superdome holds 76,468
for a football game.  The
bowl game didn’t sell out
and had about 12,000
empty seats.  Still, the
Wolverine fans came out
in force and when the
game had Wolverine mo-
mentum, you could defi-
nitely hear it.

The football game was
one of the more exciting
games in the Bowl Cham-
pionship Series, according
to many analysts.  It went
into overtime and had
some very exciting plays.
The Virginia Tech Hokies
scored first with a couple
of field goals.  UM Quar-
terback Denard Robinson
and the offense couldn’t
get much going on their
opening drives and needed
something.  When asked
about giving up two field
goals early and what he
changed to get the offense
going, Robinson re-
sponded, “We knew the
defense was stepping up
and making big plays.  It
was time for the offense to
step up and make plays,
and that’s what we did.”  It
was considered a success
holding the Hokie offense
to just field goals, being
down 6-0 early.  

Robinson and the
Wolverine offense did re-
spond, and in quick fash-
ion too.  Late in the
second quarter, the offense

took charge after a rough-
ing the kicker penalty on a
punt, getting the ball back.
This was their big chance

to at least take a tie into
halftime, without convert-
ing the extra point. They
capitalized and Robinson
threw a 45-yard touch-
down pass to wide re-
ceiver Junior Hemingway.
With a Matt Wile extra
point, the Wolverines had
a 7-6 lead.

The special teams came
up big on the kickoff as
the Hokies fumbled the
ball on the return with
great field position, near
the red zone.  The Wolver-
ines took little time in
completing a couple of
passes, cruising into the
red zone, and took a 10-6
lead at half with a Wile
24-yard field goal.  

An interception on the
second possession for Vir-
ginia Tech of the second
half resulted in a touch-
down for the Wolverines,
increasing their lead to 17-
6.  The game was looking
out reach for the Hokies
with an 18-yard touch-
down reception by Hem-
ingway again.  The Hokies
found their way back into
the game though, as third
string kicker Justin Meyer
hit a 36-yard field goal to
cut the lead to 17-9, which
is how the third quarter
would end. 

The Hokies tied the
game early in the fourth

quarter with a one-yard
touchdown run by quarter-
back Logan Thomas, and a
successful two-point con-
version.  Thomas threw a
two-yard two-point con-
version to tie it at 17.  A
football game was finally
alive in the French Quar-
ter.  UM kicker Brendan
Gibbons hit a 39-yard
field goal to take the lead
at the four minute mark of
the fourth quarter, but with
two seconds left, third
string kicker Meyer, who
hadn’t kicked a field goal
in a football game since
high school before this
one, hit a 25-yard field
goal to send it into over-
time.

As usual, the overtime
rules were the same.  Each
team has a possession.
Virginia Tech won the first
possession and started on
the 25-yard line.  It was
very tense, exciting, and
in the moment.  After a
couple of running plays,
the Hokie offense opted
for a pass play.  A 20-yard
pass from Thomas to wide
receiver Danny Coale was
officially called a touch-
down.  It looked as if Vir-
ginia Tech would go on to
win this game if the
Wolverine offense
couldn’t score a touch-
down. Luckily, the touch-
down was reviewed and it
was overturned, ruling that
Coale did not have full

possession of the ball, as it
hit the ground when he
came down. The Hokies
settled for a field goal, but
Meyer, who hit his previ-
ous three, missed a 37-
yarder.

Michigan had full mo-
mentum.  All they needed
was a field goal.  In fact,
Hoke said they “were
playing for the field goal,
not the touchdown.”  The
ball was given to running
back Fitzgerald Toussaint
who accumulated a total of
five yards on three rushes.
That set up a 37-yard field
goal by Brandon Gibbons.
He hit it clear through the
uprights, sending the
Michigan sideline into
frenzy.  It was the Wolver-
ines’ first BCS win since
1999 in the Orange Bowl
and first BCS appearance
since 2006. 

Junior Hemingway was
named MVP, and the win
sent the seniors off on a
great note.  “It feels great
to be a part of this team
and to end my career with
a great win,” said fifth-
year senior Mike Martin.
Michigan finished ranked
number 12 in the BCS and
has legitimate shot at the
BCS Championship next
year.  The Wolverines will
open up next season
against the BCS Champion
Alabama Crimson Tide at
Cowboys Stadium.  As al-
ways, Go Blue!

BY CHRIS ZADOROZNY
STAFF REPORTER

UM-Dearborn, MI- The
women’s basketball team
clinched an exciting vic-
tory against Indiana Tech
that ended a three-game
losing streak Wednesday
night at the Fieldhouse.
The women had great mo-
mentum and had great
shooting from the very be-
ginning of the game. They
started with a 7-0 run and
kept the lead by as much as
7 points for the nearly the
entire first half, until Indi-
ana Tech came back and
tied the game in the last
two minutes of the quarter.
Indiana had its first lead of
the night at halftime with a
score of 43-44. The
Wolves stayed in the game,
coming back in the second
half, but fell behind Indi-
ana Tech by as much as 8
points around the 12
minute mark. The Wolves
fought their way back to a
3-point lead with 8 min-
utes to play in the second.
Indiana Tech was able to

stay in the game by shoot-
ing at the line as the
Wolves got into foul trou-
ble toward the last few
minutes of the final half.
Anxiety and excitement
filled the Field House as
the score was tied with
only 23.5 seconds left on
the clock. Both teams had
expired their allotted foul
count so neither team
wanted to foul because that

would be an instant chance
for the other team to shoot
for two. The Wolves were
fouled and scored 3 times
in the last seconds, win-
ning the game and cement-
ing the final score at
86-80.

The Wolves had a
great night of scoring as 4
players had points in the
double digits. Sophomore
Jackie Hood was the lead-
ing scorer with 24 points

The UM-Dearborn men’s
ice hockey team started the
second half of the season by
facing the leaders of their con-
ference in Oakland University. 
On Friday, the Wolves went to
the Onyx in Rochester to play
the Golden Grizzlies, where
the Grizzlies had a one goal
lead throughout the first two
periods.  The Wolves would
go down two goals halfway
through the third period be-
fore Brandon Contratto would
score off of an assist from Rob
Zubke in his first game back
for the Wolves.  Oakland
would score two minutes later,
putting the game at three to
one in favor of the Grizzlies
before Michael Macari would
respond with five minutes re-
maining in the period.  How-
ever, the Wolves were unable
to get the tying goal as the
Wolves would lose the game
three to two.  
The series shifted back to the
Fieldhouse on Saturday night
with the Wolves jumping out

to a two goal lead from Con-
tratto and John Vella.  How-
ever, the tide of good feeling
quickly turned as the Grizzlies
would score two goals with
six minutes remaining to end
the first period tied at two
goals apiece.  Oakland would
add two more goals in the sec-
ond period giving them a four
to two lead.  The Wolves
would try to come back with a
second goal from Contratto on
the night six minutes into the
final period.  Yet, the Grizzlies
answered with three minutes
remaining putting the puck
past Josh Khan.  Khan started
both games over the weekend
and would finish Saturday’s
game with thirty-one saves.
Zubke would get his first goal
of the season with twenty-
eight seconds remaining but
the Wolves still lost the game
five to four.
The Wolves will play host to
the Michigan State club
hockey team on Thursday at
the Fieldhouse before travel-
ing to Indiana University to
play the Hoosiers on Friday
and Saturday.

BY ALEX MICH
STAFF REPORTER

and 10 rebounds. Junior
Kelly DeFauw was the sec-
ond leader with 16 points
and was a perfect 4-4 at
the free throw line. Junior
Sara Perez had 14 points
and was 4-8 at the three
point line. Sophomore
Brittany Teets had 12
points and was 5 for 8 at
the free throw line. The
women’s next game is
scheduled for January 14
at Lourdes College.

Dearborn falls to 
Oakland

Wolves come up short twice

BY CIEARA WILSON
GUEST REPORTER

Wolves upset Indiana Tech

Lady Wolves rebound after break

Wolverines end season on a sweet note
The battle for the Sugarbowl

25864

Samantha Elliott/MJ

Despite a strong start in Saturday’s game, the Wolves fell 5-3 to the
Oakland Grizzlies 

The woman’s basketball team came out strong against Indiana Tech
ending with a final score of 86-80.

Tom Alexander/MJ

Tom Alexander/MJ


