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Legendary Patch Adams visits UM-Dearborn

Nationally-acclaimed 
journalist joins 

“A Conversation on Race”

Mind behind All-American
Muslim joins community 

discussion

Dr. Patch Adams visited
UM-Dearborn on Thursday
and Friday to speak to an
audience of students and the
general public. Not surpris-
ingly, Dr. Adams’s two
talks, “Medicine for FUN
not FUNDS,” and Living a
Life of Joy,” received a
large very turnout.

Dr. Adams (or Patch, as
he prefers to be called) has
gained worldwide popular-
ity for his work as a free
medical doctor and for his
beliefs that that health
should not be tied to income
or what a person owns. His
ritual of dressing up as a
clown for sick people has
also garnered much atten-
tion. He has written books,
including “Gesundheit!:
Bringing Good Health to
You, the Medical System,
and Society through Physi-
cian Service, Complemen-
tary Therapies, Humor, and
Joy.” Additionally, he
gained further recognition
for the 1998 movie “Patch
Adams,” starring Robin

Williams, which is loosely
based on his life.

Patch’s philosophy is that
integrating joy, laughter, and
creativity into treating pa-
tients is an important part of
healing.  “I can’t think of a
time when you wouldn’t
want to bring compassion

[to people],” he said in his
talk, “Medicine for FUN,
not FUNDS,” on Thursday.
Patch has been treating pa-
tients for 40 years, has trav-
eled to many different
countries clowning to bring
laughter to those who are
sick and terminally ill, and

has been at over 10,000
deathbeds as a clown. “We
can’t promise to cure, but
we can promise to care,” he
said.

Patch not only tries to
treat patients as a doctor, but
also as someone who will
make them laugh and smile,

someone who cares, and
someone who will be their
friend. “We need friends.
There is no question to me
as a physician that the most
important thing in our lives
are our friends,” he said.

Patch’s advice to medical
students was to practice

being a great friend and
practice living a loving life.
“Don’t give up on your hob-
bies,” he said. “And always
be open to things.”      

Patch told students that if
they want to live a life of
joy and happiness, then no
matter what their circum-
stances, they can make a
conscious decision do so
every single day. He claims
he has not had a bad day in
over 40 years. “You wake up
every morning and the
greatest thing that’s hap-
pened already is knowing
you are alive,” he said on
Friday, in his talk, “Living a
Life of Joy.” “And you
wouldn’t want to waste that
by having a bad day.”

Patch travels for most of
the year now as a clown to
help sick people in other
countries. He also runs a
free clinic, the Gesundheit
Institute, open 24 hours,
seven days a week, and
committed to providing free
care.

To contact Patch or find
out more about him, visit his
website at
www.patchadams.org.

Roland Martin, an
award-winning journalist,
television news show host,
and CNN commentator,
came to University of
Michigan-Dearborn last
Wednesday to speak as part
of the “A Conversation on
Race” speaking series, or-
ganized by the Student Ac-
tivities Office. Martin
hosts “Washington Watch
with Roland Martin” on TV
One Cable Network for an
hour every Sunday Morn-
ing, and also appears for
commentary on various
CNN news shows, includ-
ing Anderson Cooper’s
AC360, Lou Dobbs
Tonight, and The Situation
Room. 

The lecture, entitled
“Race/Racism and the Con-
tinual Challenge For

Blacks and Whites to Ac-
cept and Acknowledge its
Impact on our Lives,”
touched on the rift between
actions in public and pri-
vate. In public, we are
“more willing to talk about
sex than race,” said Martin,
but in private, we settle
into comfort zones and say
things that might offend us
if we heard someone else
saying them. The impor-
tance of considering how
our actions are different in
private and public was
stressed by Martin. He ac-
knowledged that the ques-
tion “Who am I?” is a
touchy one, but one that
must be brought up. 

A good way to gauge
one’s true self is to look at
what Martin called the
“comedy show reaction.”
“In a moment of laughter,”
he said, “we could actually
have a real conversation.”

The jokes that we tell about
other cultures and races
can bring to light real
stereotypes and provide a
good platform for serious
discussion. 

Martin, who had a no-
nonsense attitude and en-
couraged the crowd to
discuss those issues that
make them most uncom-
fortable without holding
back, spoke of “familially
ingrained stereotypes,”
drawing nods from many in
the audience. He high-
lighted the pervasiveness
of such stereotypes in the
subconscious mind by re-
lating a story of a man who
was golfing with him and
his brother. Martin and his
brother are African-Ameri-
can graduates of Texas
A&M, a school with a pre-

“Clearly this show, All-
American Muslim, has
touched off a dialogue, a
debate, a discussion,”
moderator and Wayne
State Professor Saeed
Khan began at Tuesday
night’s panel discussion
on TLC’s much talked
about, Dearborn-based
show.  

The show’s creator and
co-executive producer
Mike Mosallam, profes-
sors Hani Bawardi and
Sally Howell, and UM-
Dearborn students Aayat
Ali and Suhaib Al-Hanooti
spoke on the panel to stu-
dents, faculty, staff, com-
munity members, and a
handful of the cast mem-
bers.

Mosallam, a current
Los Angeles resident born

and raised in Dearborn,
explained that he got the
idea for the show on Sept.
12, 2001. In the wake of
9/11, with misconceptions
about Arabs and Muslims
flying around, he wanted
“a collection of stories
that turned archetypes and
stereotypes on their
heads.” “If you take a
group...and you assign
them attributes and that’s
the only picture you paint,
all you have is misunder-
standing,” he said.

The idea came to
fruition in February 2011,
when he landed in a pitch
meeting with TLC execu-
tives through a friend he
had worked with on the
Middle Eastern show “On
the Road in America.”
TLC had been seeking a
“Muslim companion” to
their show “Sister Wives”
that chronicles the lives of

a polygamous, Mormon
family, but had been un-
able to make connections
in the Dearborn commu-
nity.

Mosallam suggested
families he had known his
whole life that “might be
good on television.” He
noted that working on this
project with friends was
difficult. “There’s a deli-
cate balance between try-
ing to create a television
show and worrying about
what will happen to
them,” he said. 

Responding to general
community-wide criticism
that the show did not
showcase a wide variety
of Arabs or Muslims,
Mosallam stated that the
show “is not a documen-
tary called ‘How To Be A
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Dark Space: 
Congress vs. the Internet

Gingrich wins South Carolina primary by landslide

With the South Carolina
primary in the books, the race
takes on a whole new dy-
namic, with now-front runner
Newt Gingrich claiming a vic-
tory and the overall lead in the
delegate count.

Sunday was a good day for
Mitt Romney.  Why?  Sunday
started a new week, which
ended the week that would
never end for the former gov-
ernor from Massachusetts.  In
a week in which only one pri-
mary or caucus was held,
Romney found a way to lose
two.  Last week, after a Re-
publican Party recount in
Iowa, Rick Santorum was
named the winner of the na-
tion’s first race of the primary
season.  This took a win, and
one delegate, off the board for
Romney.

When the week started
Romney looked like the even-
tual nominee, and needed just
a win in South Carolina to put
all other candidates on the
ropes, and essentially end the

primary season very early,
shifting the political focus to
the general election.  Jon
Huntsman even dropped out
of the race and supported him.
But by midweek Rick Perry
also dropped out, but sup-
ported Gingrich.  Two debates
hurt him in the polls, and by
the end of the week he found
himself neck-and-neck with
Gingrich.

By faltering, you could say
there were two winners in
South Carolina: Newt Gin-
grich and Barack Obama, who
will not need to go into full
campaign mode for at least
another two weeks.

In the two debates former

Speaker of the House, Gin-
grich, proved himself to be a
worthy candidate, and on Sat-
urday night earned his way to
the top of the GOP field.
Much ado was made about an
interview one of his former
wives gave that week, which
painted Gingrich in a bad
light.  When asked about it at
the beginning of the Wednes-
day debate, Gingrich side-
stepped it in a masterful
manner, and then proceeded to
attack cable news and then
network news.  That moment
set the tone for the debate, and
the rest of the week.

On Saturday evening, after

all the votes had been counted,
Gingrich walked away not just
with a win, but a solid win.
He took over 40% of the vote,
compared to Romney’s 28%.
Rick Santorum and Ron Paul
took 17% and 13%, respec-
tively.

Ron Paul and Rick Santo-
rum are still alive, garnering
double-digit votes, and if one
drops out the other could be-
come the “third candidate” for
the party’s nomination.  And
still, there is the chance that
Ron Paul could drop out and
run as a third party candidate
in the general election, likely
handing presidency to Obama,
a la Ross Perot to Bill Clinton

in 1992.
One of the main reasons

Romney performed so poorly
in the Palmetto State was that
he had a hard time relating to
voters.  He seems to be out of
touch with everyday Ameri-
can problems, and this really
struck a chord with South Car-
olina voters.  

A lot was made in this pri-
mary about his income, and
his work at Bain Capital.  Op-
ponents were able to paint him
as elite and oblivious to the
problems of many Americans.

According to exit polling
there was a positive correla-
tion between personal income

and support for Romney over
Gingrich.

Moving forward, it is a
two-man race with two long
shots.  Looking ahead, the
next primary is Florida, which
is a carbon copy of South Car-
olina plus a few Jews.  This
bodes well for Gingrich, who
is aiming to capture a foothold
on the lead in the race.

Looking longer term, it
does not appear that a winner
will be crowned until at least
“Super Tuesday” on March
6th, when seven states will
hold primaries and three will
hold caucuses.  Should the
election go past Super Tues-
day and down to the wire, it
will be interesting to see the
final primary of the year in
Utah, and would likely go to
Romney. For now, there is no
longer a single front runner.

It will be certainly interest-
ing with President Obama’s
State of the Union Address on
January 24th, and the Florida
primary on January 31st. The
primary season has been ex-
tended for quite some time.

The U.S. witnessed its first
Internet strike Wednesday, as
tech companies and users
joined forces against the con-
troversial Internet censorship
bills that are PIPA and SOPA.  

Many fear these bills will
compromise first amendment
rights, and stifle future inno-
vation in cyberspace.

Introduced in May 2011,
the Senate’s Protect IP Act
(PIPA) will give U.S. corpora-
tions and the government the
right to take legal action upon
anyone they feel is enabling
copyright infringement,
whether or not websites are
foreign or domestic.

According to 1stwebde-
signer.com, if PIPA is passed:

·Internet providers will be
forced to block websites ac-
cused of copyright infringe-
ment.

·Anyone in connection to
copyright infringement—be it
search engines, blogs, directo-
ries, etc—are liable to be sued.

·Advertisers connected to
websites deemed enablers of

copyright infringement will be
asked to sever their connec-
tion.

·Any new websites that
aren’t doing a good enough
job of preventing online
piracy may be sued as well.

Introduced in October, the
Stop Online Piracy Act
(SOPA) serves as PIPA’s
counterpart in the House of
Representatives, and it’s just
as lethal.

According to 1stwebde-
signer.com, if SOPA is passed:

·The U.S. Attorney General
can now seek a court order
that will prevent search en-
gines, advertisers, DNS
providers, servers, and pay-
ment processors from having
any contact with allegedly in-
fringing websites.

·Private corporations will
be able to compose their own
personal list of websites they
feel are breaking their copy-
right policies. They can then
directly contact a website’s
payment processor, and tell
them to cut off payment in-
volvement. They will have 5
days to act before the site is
simply taken down.

·Payment processors will
have the power to cut off any
website they work with, as
long as they can provide a
strong reason why they feel
the site is violating copyright
laws.

In short, an Internet mafia
is born, and patrons are sub-
ject to the whims of those who
are put it charge (ironically,
the elite).

Remember those days in
high school when there was
always that one kid selling
candy for twice the retail
price?

Candy that sold at your
local liquor store for 25 cents,
is now being sold for 50 cents.
. That student is making a
50% profit off of each pack of
candy sold.

For the sake of the analogy,
the SOPA/PIPA laws will
serve as the building blocks
for a powerful blacklist in the
candy world.

If this candy hustling trend
persists for too long, and
candy corporations catch wind

This week marked an
important decision from the
Obama administration
which could have greater
political implications this
November when Americans
head to the polls. 

The State Department re-
jected the Keystone XL
Pipeline proposal, causing
uproar from those who
claim the pipeline will cre-
ate jobs and stimulate the
economy. As of right now,
the proposal will be reeval-
uated and resubmitted so
that its future will lie in the
hands of whoever is elected
this fall. Because this is
such an important issue, it
begs the question: what is
the Keystone Pipeline and
what do you know about it?

TransCanada, a major
supplier of energy and en-
ergy infrastructure in North
America, has proposed the
development of a 1,702-
mile long pipeline that
would carry 900,000 bar-
rels of crude, bituminous

oil from Alberta, Canada
across the U.S. to refineries
in the Gulf of Mexico. 

This pipeline is known
as the Keystone XL
Pipeline. If it is built, the
pipeline would cross
through farmlands and
fragile ecosystems of six
American states, including
Montana, North Dakota,
Nebraska, Kansas, Okla-
homa, and Texas. It would
also cross through a vast,
shallow underground water
table aquifer that lies un-
derneath these states,
known as the Ogallala
Aquifer. This aquifer pro-
vides 27% of all water
needed for irrigating Amer-
ica’s croplands as well as
82% of the drinking water
for residents who live
within the aquifer bound-
ary. 

The threat of contamina-
tion to this important water
supply is evident and could
be extremely significant.
Infrastructure deteriorates,
pipes leak, and monitoring
a 1,700-mile pipeline for
these issues is no easy task.

Any spill, even a small one,
would affect the entire
aquifer. Spills can easily
occur and are usually diffi-
cult to clean up. 

The bituminous oil, or
tar sands oil, that would
flow through this pipeline
is much different than con-
ventional crude oil. Tar
sands oil is a mixture of
clay, sand, water, and bitu-
men that is found within
layers of sedimentary rock
beneath Canada. The im-
portant ingredient in this
mixture, however, is solely
bitumen, which is a thick,
tar-like petroleum sub-
stance that can be refined
into oil. It’s known as the
dirtiest type of oil because
it emits three times more
greenhouse gases during
production than conven-
tional oil, where it must be
mined, or excavated, in-
stead of being pumped di-
rectly from the ground.
This process fragments or
destroys Boreal Forests

SOPA 
continued on page 3

Keystone
continued on page 3
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Roland Martin and Vice Chancellor Stanely Henderson

Retractions
News: An article on the front page that was enti-
tled “The legacy of Reverand Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr.” misspelled the word “Reverend.”
Photos: Photos that should have been credited
to Franz Knight were credited to Frank Knight.

What does diversity mean to you?

America has come a
long way in embracing di-
versity since the days of
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
and the Civil Rights Move-
ment. Diversity includes
differences in race, ethnic-
ity, sexual orientation,
gender, physical abilities,
religious beliefs, socio-
economic status, and age.
Anywhere in America,
from the grocery store, to
businesses, to college cam-
puses, the word “diversity”
should evoke images of ac-
ceptance of other fellow
human beings. Rarely does
diversity come up more
anywhere else, however,
than in higher education.

Since the well publi-
cized 1995 court case of
Ms. Jennifer Gratz, who
applied to and was rejected
from the University of
Michigan, colleges have
acknowledged the many
challenges that they face

when addressing diversity
on campus today. But how
do students view diversity?

Patrick Simpson-Mahan,
an African-American sen-
ior majoring in Psychol-
ogy, says that in his earlier
days of being a student at
UM-D he thought that the
diversity ideal only ap-
plied to African-Ameri-
cans. Seeing the student
body today, however, he
thinks otherwise. “I don't
think that other student
ethnic groups are held
under the same light in re-
gards to ‘diversity’ as
A f r i c a n - A m e r i c a n s ,
mainly because of this
country's civil rights his-
tory and struggle. The
other is the school's prox-
imity to Detroit, one of the
most heavily populated
African-American cities in
the country, so one would
expect this school to have
more students representing
that racial background than
any other,” says Simpson-

Mahan.
There is no doubt that a

diverse student population
suits our democratic ideals
and engages the students in
dialogues with people of
dissimilar backgrounds,
preparing them for the real
world where everyone will
have to get along. How-
ever, often Caucasian-
American students are not
considered by the college
definition of diversity in
the same light as African-
Americans or other racial
minorities.

Frank Harrison, a Cau-
casian-American student
majoring in Communica-
tions, says, “the issue of
race is very tricky for so-
called ‘white people.’
Whites are generally
treated as a homogeneous
whole; there is no al-
lowance made for the
many and varied cultural
and ethnic heritages repre-
sented in this country.”
Harrison continues, “Un-
fortunately, whites are
themselves to blame for
much of this condition, as
many have abandoned the
traditional values, beliefs,
and culture of previous
generations in pursuit of
modernity and all its trap-
pings. Consumer culture is
the only culture left to the
majority of white Ameri-
cans; there really is no
such thing as ‘white cul-
ture.’ How can the univer-
sity possibly recognize
white culture, when whites
themselves don’t avow any
cultural identity?”

Issues of social justice
often arise in conversa-
tions of diversity.
Wikipedia refers to social
justice as “the idea of cre-
ating a society or institu-
tion that is based on the
principles of equality and
solidarity, that understands
and values human rights,
and that recognizes the
dignity of every human
being.”  

“Many people seem to
believe that racism is
something that white peo-
ple do to non-white
people. The discussion of
race has become so one-di-
mensional that it has al-
most become a cliché. All
too often, injustices that
are actually rooted in eco-
nomics, politics, religion
or other social forces are
summarily lumped to-
gether and blamed on race.
I regularly encounter con-
versations in which people
of all colors characterize a
historical situation as
whites in general having
committed this injustice or
that, when in fact it would
be far more accurate to
credit the actions of only
very few politically or
commercially minded ac-
tors,” said Harrison

“I think that the only
way to have social justice
in this country would [be]
to require an equal oppor-
tunity for education and
success and for everyone
without discriminating be-
tween them for their racial
and ethnic background,”
said Simpson-Mahan.

Race
continued from page A-1

SOPA
continued from page 2

Keystone
continued from page 2

TLC Panel
continued from page 1

dominantly white student
body. While golfing, the
brothers’ friend looked up
and said “Did you guys
play football?” Martin re-
layed that he had been in
similar situations plenty of
times before--people ask-
ing if he played football,
most likely because of the
color of his skin. After an
awkward walk to the next
tee, the man looked at the
brothers and apologized,
saying that he had no idea
why he said what he did.
Martin underlined the ubiq-
uity of such culturally in-
grained stereotypes by
pointing out that the man
“didn’t even ask, ‘Did you
guys play on the golf
team?,’” the very sport
which they were playing.

Martin went on to dis-
cuss the current condition
of the United States. As
minority groups increase in
number, they are receiving
increasing attention, both
from private business mar-
keters and advertisers ped-
dling products and services
to them, to politicians pay-
ing more attention to them.
Unfortunately, the attention
received isn’t always good.
“The nation is changing
and people are totally un-

comfortable,” he said, de-
scribing a scenario in
which “fear begins to drive
our debates...[which is]
what’s happening right
now economically.”

To stay sensitive to the
needs and customs of those
who aren’t like us, the sort
of people that will populate
America as a “mixed
salad” and not a “melting
pot,” Martin suggested that
everybody ask themselves,
“Who do I eat with?” Do
we go to our own people,
or do we actively try to ex-
pand and broaden our hori-
zons? “When we retreat do
our comfortable environ-
ment, we cut everyone else
off,” he said, comparing
the decision to stick with
what is comfortable to the
refusal of House and Sen-
ate Republicans alike to
make appearances on his
news show.

Overall, Martin stressed
the importance of the indi-
vidual in turning conversa-
tions on race into teaching
moments. “I refuse
to...allow the anger to end
the conversation... As long
as we remain in our
racially isolated silos,
America will stay the
same. No government can
make [change] happen,
only individuals can make
it happen,” he said. 

Muslim’... it’s not ALL
American Muslims... the
premise was to tell the
story of five families from
a concentrated community
with unique lifestyles and
approaches to the reli-
gion.” 

Student Aayat Ali
echoed this sentiment.
“Not all Muslims are the
same... Each Muslim prac-
tices their faith differently
just as every Christian
practices their faith differ-
ently,” she said. Ali urged
the audience to “look at
the way each of us are dif-
ferent and understand that
this is what makes us a
community.”

Professor Hani Bawardi
touched upon the attack
by the Florida Family As-
sociation (FFA) and the
subsequent Lowe’s adver-
tisement fiasco. Bawardi
shared that, according to
the IRS, the FFA is essen-
tially a “one man opera-
tion.” Speaking on the
FFA’s effect, Bawardi
said, “It’s not that they
have a large following.
It’s because most people
are quiet that they have
such a loud voice. Bigotry
in language... thrives be-
cause of silence.”

Student Suhaib Al-
Hanooti pointed out that
the community’s response
to the FFA and Lowe’s had
been strong, however, not-
ing the Allen Park Lowe’s
protest in particular. Al-
Hanooti also focused on
the positive impact the
show had had on the Mus-
lim-Arab community.

“Islamophobia comes
from people not being
aware of what Islam is,”
Al-Hanooti said. This
show allowed people to

learn about a religion and
a people they knew little
to nothing about. He com-
pared this minority-to-
m a j o r i t y
boundary-breaking to the
Cosby Show’s impact on
the African-American
community and spoke of
friends feeling more com-
fortable at school and in
their community now that
others are more aware of
their culture.

Professor Sally Howell
reiterated how revolution-
ary it is to see “everyday
Muslims living their
everyday lives, navigating
ordinary concerns.” She
felt that some of the com-
munity uproar came from
the “trauma” of a minority
being exposed to the
mainstream and the desire
to showcase only the most
exemplary, representative
members.

Howell later joked that
a friend had been sur-
prised by how “boring”
the show was, in the sense
that it depicted such ordi-
nary life events like wed-
dings and having children.
Both Howell and Mosal-
lam agreed that “in this
context, boring is histori-
cal” because Muslim-
Arabs have not been
portrayed this way in the
mainstream before. “That
was kind of the point,”
Mosallam noted.

Mosallam is unsure, but
hopeful that there will be
a second season of the
show soon, and he urged
the community to keep
talking regardless. “This
is not a definite represen-
tation of our larger com-
munity...it is the
beginning of mainstream-
ing our voices and stories.
If somebody has a differ-
ent story, you can and
should tell it.”

that they’re losing money,
they now have the right to
contact their distributor and
force them to track whoever is
cutting corners.

The distributor finds the
store selling the candy. The
owner claims he doesn’t know
who could be doing this. The
solution?

“Find out who’s doing it, or
else.”

Those are cold words to
hear from your higher-ups.
The owner of the liquor store
finally tracks down the hus-
tler. What happens next?

According to the laws pro-
vided, he or she is locked out
of the system indefinitely.
No…more…candy. In addi-
tion to that, they’re cut off
from all friends. In addition to
THAT, corporations can liter-
ally sue them for everything
that they own.

(Copyright lawsuits aren’t
cheap by a long shot. In 2009,
a US jury ordered Jammie
Thomas-Rasset of Minnesota
to pay nearly 2 million dollars
for illegally downloading 24
songs. That’s $80,000 per
song!)

Since it’s inception in 1995,
the Internet has been an open
playground for all to see, use
and enjoy, but it’s had very lit-
tle regulation since, and users
have had very little protection.

Instead of providing a
more balance approached, the
twin piracy bills serve as the
architects that will transform
the Internet from a wide, open
expanse…to an extremely
strict, gated community.

Since the blackout Wednes-
day, the bills have been
shelved, but are sure to make a
second appearance soon.

What are your thoughts on
the matter? Contact your local
legislator and join the conver-
sation.

through strip mining,
where the top soil and rock
is removed to get to impor-
tant minerals below the
surface. 

The waste produced dur-
ing the production of tar
sands oil is then stored in
toxic pools, called tailing
ponds, that already cover
65 square miles and can be
highly toxic and harmful to
the health of the surround-
ing wildlife. Bitumen also
poses a threat to human
health because pollutants
from tar sands refineries
contribute to a wide range
of human health problems,
which include heart and
lung disease, asthma, and
cancer.

A Johnson-era executive
order requires the State De-
partment to evaluate all
pipeline proposals that
cross U.S. borders and only
permit projects that are de-
termined to be in our na-
tional interest. However,
experts predict that the
Keystone XL will not
lessen U.S. dependence on
foreign oil or lower the
price at the pump, but sim-
ply transport Canadian oil
for export. It is also esti-
mated that at best, the
pipeline will create 3,500-
4,200 temporary construc-
tion jobs.

With all of these con-
cerns, politicians are faced
with the problem of decid-
ing between protecting the
environment or stimulating
our fragile economy. The
Obama administration’s re-
jection of the pipeline will
no doubt become a talking
point for and against
Obama, as well as among
American families as the
election approaches.

PHOTO: TINA NELSON/MJ
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Sometime around 4
p.m. on January 19 the
New York Times re-
ported that  the F.B.I .
made the decis ion to
take down the popular
f i le-shar ing s i te ,
Megaupload on
charges of  piracy.
This  can be arguably
considered to  be the
f i rs t  shot  f i red in  the
war for  the Internet .
As soon as we saw the
report  that  Megau-
pload had been taken
down,  we knew in-
stantly that retaliation
was already in  the
works,  and boy were
we right.  

The t iming for  this
takedown by the
F.B.I .  i s  suspect  be-
cause i t  comes one
day af ter  the Internet
wide blackout  in
protest  of  the SOPA
bil l  that  is  current ly
being tossed around in
Congress .  I f  SOPA
were to pass  i t  would
censor  and basical ly
be the end to  the In-
ternet  as  we know i t .

Megaupload was one of
the many par t ic ipants
that voluntarily "blacked
out"  their  websi te  to
show their protest of this
bi l l  that  wil l  essential ly
dismantle  the Internet .
Internet  giants  such as
Wikipedia  and Reddi t
joined Megaupload in
this  blackout .  MJ Photo
Editor  Tom Alexander
even joined in  with
blacking out his photog-
raphy websi te  and other
domains he owns. 

The Internet  reacted
very fast  to  the take-
down of  Megaupload,
and the loosely organ-
ized hacker  col lect ive,
Anonymous, was leading
the charge.  Almost  im-
mediately af ter  Megau-
pload went  dark,  the
f i rs t  casual ty  of  Anony-
mous’  counter-at tack
fel l - - the websi te  of  the
United States  Just ice
Department .  Fol lowing
the Just ice  Department
were major  record la-
bels,  the U.S. Patent Of-
f ice ,  and even the
F.B.I . ’s  off ic ia l  websi te

went dark because of
these attacks.  

Many people  wil l
cal l  Anonymous and
those who par t ic i-
pated in  this  a t tack
on government  s i tes
as nothing but crimi-
nals ,  but  that’s  not
the way we see them.
They are  a  group of
people that are fight-
ing for  the r ights  of
the American people
that  have no way to
fight  for  themselves.
The scar ies t  thing
about this is  that  this
was done before
SOPA was even
passed. So what does
this mean? This is the
dawn of  a  new era .
The war for the Inter-
net  may be just  the
beginning but  i t  i s
necessary to  protect
the future.  We do not
want  to  l ive in  an
America where SOPA
and PIPA become
law. If  you think this
at tack sounds bad,
you haven't  seen any-
thing yet.  

Anonymous and the war for the
Internet

WWoorrdd
ofMMoouutthh

COMPILED BY ELIZABETH BASTIAN

WWhhaatt wwoouulldd tthhee 
ccoonnsseeqquueenncceess bbee iiff
SSOOPPAA aanndd PPIIPPAA wweerree

eennssttaatteedd??

“I think that a lot of people would
back government sights, demon-
strate against it, and there would

be protests and riots.”

William Murrell
Graduate

Journalism

“Riots.”

John Vella
Junior

Accounting

“There would be a huge censorship
on the internet. It would conflict with
freedom of speech. It would be de-
tracting from the American dream.”

Andy Johnson
Senior
English

“Everything would close down. It
would change the face of social

networking for a long time.”

Alexandria Daniels
Freshman

Psychology

4

Your lips keep moving but all I
hear is “BLAH BLAH BLAH”

One of my New Year’s
Resolutions is (as always) to
stay more informed on both
local and global politics and
events. Naturally, this entails
following current Governor
Rick Snyder’s trail of crazy as
he “boldly” reformulates our
beloved state’s legislature.
Keeping up with my resolu-
tion, and curious after reading
the multiple negative reviews
on various social networks, I
watched the 2012 State of the
State address online the day
after it was delivered. And
“unimpressed” would be a
nice way of putting how I feel
about it.

To me, Snyder’s entire de-
livery was a gigantic load of
BS. Just as certain students
can readily pull answers of no
real substance out of their
asses when a professor calls
on them, Snyder put on a hap-
hazardly designed spectacle
meant to wow constituents
with grand syntax and obscure
diction. All I got out of it was
a winding tangent of empty,
meaningless words and vague

proposals.
For being the “bleeding-

heart liberal” (as my A.P.
Government teacher endear-
ingly called me) that I am, I
have to give the governor
some credit for what he man-
aged to put through the
wringer last year. Was it neu-
rotic and insane? In most
cases, yes. Slashing more
budgetary allotments to edu-
cational and collegiate facili-
ties is only going to further
our state-wide nosedive. De-
stroying the growing film sec-
tor was not the best move
either. But he at least did
SOMETHING, right? That’s
more than our recent track
record of governors has ac-
complished.

But everything he has
brought to the table has yet to
be, as a whole, beneficial to
the state. Now, instead of
making all the wrong moves,
he seems to be cautious to
make any moves at all. Dur-
ing the entire speech Wednes-
day night, he continually
brought up issues he wanted
to “address,” such as insur-
ance coverage for autism
treatment, constructing a new
bridge to Canada, and trying
to reduce crime in four of the
nation’s top ten most violent
cities. However, he failed to
provide any ideas or concrete
evidence as to how all these
things were to be accom-
plished. You want to keep
young adults out of prison,
buddy? How about putting

more money into early child-
hood education and care, or, I
don’t know, the public school
systems? I’m pretty sure there
are several studies proving the
benefits of a well-rounded ed-
ucation and school experience
versus a deprived, second-rate
schooling with no arts or ath-
letics.

In a post-address interview,
Snyder admitted that he was
not surprised by all the nega-
tive reactions the State of the
State received, and thought
people would “be more ex-
cited” when the fiscal year’s
budget is released next
month. All I can say is after
that jumble of meaningless
garbage, I have even lower
expectations for our state
budget than I did before. Oh
what’s that, Rick? I have to
pay MORE money to go to
college so I can get a job
that’s probably going to be out
of state? Awesome, I am SO
excited!

PS, likening the Michigan
Health Marketplace to travel
websites does not make you a
likable everyday Joe, it just
makes you a pompous, pre-
tentious piece who has no
idea what he’s saying.

Maybe this is just a huge
joke the state legislature is
playing on us. I mean, I am
still rather convinced that the
Republican bid for presiden-
tial candidacy is a gigantic
prank the GOP is playing on
the country. It could happen,
right?

BY ELIZABETH BASTIAN
OPINION EDITOR

Michigan Governor Rick Snyder delivered his State of the State address on Wednesday, January 19. 
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Why on earth should we care?

As the new semester
shines forth upon our cam-
pus, I cannot help but notice
that only a small minority of
those I come in contact with
are rather quite unhappy (un-
happy being the polite way to
describe the feeling of angst
amongst my fellow students)
with this fresh new slate.  On
the contrary, it is the time of
year where the false hopes of
change generally happen with
such ferocity.  I know of one
instructor I have had in the
past who would be probably
one of the most upbeat indi-
viduals on the very first day
of classes only to resort to a
dull and unexciting lecturer
starting from the next class to
the very end of the semester.
Never have I seen such a dra-
matic turnaround (or rather,
such a wonderful con) exe-
cuted with such ease.  Mean-
while, we are inundated with
the boundless amounts of
study material again that we
become oblivious to the
changes made both here on
campus and to the wider
world.  Therefore, I want to
take this precious space out of
this esteemed journal to dis-
cuss the term complacency.

To be complacent is rather
the norm for this type of dis-
cussion.  Why? It is this com-
placent attitude that produces
a complacent environment in
all three areas, and this atti-
tude of complacency is what

needs to be eradicated imme-
diately.  

The classroom is where it
begins.  I always find it fasci-
nating to hear professors hop-
ing to make the classroom
into some sort of café style
lounge as oppose to the clas-
sical lecturing environment
we have all come to embrace
(complacently).  Granted, the
schedule does warn us that
we are going to a lecture type
class.  However, having pro-
fessors state that they do not
wish to lecture often and end
up doing so certainly must
qualify as some type of unjust
breach of an unwritten con-
tract given on the very first
day.  Rather, I find it amusing
that a class designed to make
learning more intriguing for
younger students of learning
is often not practised in the
collegiate setting.  Or having
a historically core subject
needed for the preservation of
society to finally come to its
senses and allow its future
practitioners the autonomy to
decide what subject to write
for their grand finale, the the-
sis paper, instead of confining
students to either wait for the
right professor who will ac-
cept their topic or suffer
through a generalised topic
that the students have no in-
terest in.  I also find it hilari-
ous that some professors who
preach about having future
teachers allowing students to
make up a pseudo-democratic
system of classroom rules
while instituting a despotic
system in the lecture halls of
this university.  However, it is
still not entirely their fault.

Quite often, I find that is
rather the students at fault for
this breach.  Yes, teachers
may need to deliver lectures
in order for us to achieve the
background knowledge nec-
essary to either clarify the

readings and to hold a proper
discourse over the materials.
It is our fault when we (for a
multitude of reasons or rather
excuses) find it easier to stare
blankly at the power point
slide and simply ignore the
teacher’s questions.  I know
fully well that after my part
time shift that begins
promptly at 6 am, I am in no
mood to participate in my
9:55 am class.  However, it is
quite detrimental to the entire
process if we have a full class
of sleepy students incapable
of participating.  But, that is
what we choose to do.  We
are re-creating these havens
of intellectualism into a mini-
work factory by our indiffer-
ence towards making the
experience better.  I wish I
had an easy solution to the
problem, but that would re-
quire both sides to cooperate
on this matter.  Simply put,
both of us need to make this
student-teacher relationship
work properly in order to
make it more exciting.  As
such, we both need to over-
come our complacency.

In doing so, maybe we can
tackle the indifference to-
wards the student life that we
barely notice or view with a
pessimistic disdain.  

For that, it is time for a
brief story.  I was talking with
one of my co-workers and we
discussed briefly about the
Student Government and its
impact on the campus (rather,
I asked, what has Student
Government done?)  I was
shocked to hear at least two
new developments.  One, ap-
parently the wi-fi has im-
proved on our campus.  I am
not entirely sure how (sadly, I
do not really know the tech-
nological jargon to explain)
but at the very least, a rather
significant improvement has
occurred and was done by an

organisation that has tradi-
tionally been known to do ab-
solutely nothing beneficial to
the student body.  However,
we don’t know or really care
for this accomplishment.
One, because we still com-
plain about the continuing
problems with the wireless
internet services of this cam-
pus as if nothing has changed.
Two, we don’t care because

we are too complacent to not
care.  Like the many people
asking what on earth SOPA
was, we don’t care for the po-
litical debates and policy cre-
ations that are going on.
Instead, we hear about only
when it is presented in the
media as a hot topic, or when
it comes into effect and we
are blindly hit by the changes
(often complaining that we
had no knowledge of the
change, a statement that
rarely holds in a court of law).
So again, we claim ignorance
of the law when in fact we are
guilty of being complacent
with the current set-up.  That
is the beauty of a representa-
tive government; we don’t
need to be bothered with such
minor details as anti-piracy
legislation or negotiating for
better wireless service.  How-
ever,  in this case, it is impor-
tant to note that instead of
asking what use Student Gov-
ernment has to the students,
perhaps it would be better to
go straight to it and see what
is going on.

Which is why I was
shocked to hear the following
rumour.  Apparently (and
sadly, there are no meeting
minutes to confirm the fol-
lowing) but supposedly, there
is a plan to change the re-
quirements for joining the
Senate.  Perhaps with much
relief, the grade point average
is rumoured (for the purposes
of simplicity, let us assume

this story is nothing more
than a rumour or gossip be-
tween two co-workers, I need
not the entire student govern-
ment coming after me for
merely a rumour…so again,
its rumoured) will rise from
2.0 to 2.5 as the basic require-
ment to enter the Senate.
Again, it’s a great proposal.  I
suppose we always want to
breed a smarter breed of
politicians.  Plus, who better
to represent the student body
than someone who meticu-
lously spends all of their time
studying, writing, and reading
with little to no free time
to…sit in committees, draft
resolutions, and vote on
major issues concerning the
student body.  Don’t get me
wrong, I think it’s a great
idea. What I take exception
to, is the disregard to the
process for amending our
Constitution that concerns me
and our overall lack of con-
cern that such a change would
occur.  

Since the 2.0 grade re-
quirement is embedded into
the Constitution, in order to
amend the rule the following
must occur:

1. The amendment must be
approved by the Rules Com-
mittee and than submitted to
the Senate and be approved
by two-thirds of the Senate.

2. The amendment must
then be put to a vote by the
entire student body in a refer-
endum.  Only a majority of
students that vote is needed to
pass the amendment.

So again, it is a time-con-
suming process but it is part
of practising for the real life
examples that may come
forth.  Certainly, we would
like to have a say if the Amer-
ican Constitution was
changed, why not the Student
Government one as well.
However, it was rather agreed

(or rumoured to be….I cannot
stress the rumour quite
enough) that after approval
by the Senate, it would go
into effect next year as it has
the royal assent of both a
vice-chancellor and the chan-
cellor.  

Why am I making such a
row over this issue? It is not
the substance that worries
me, it is the process.  Not
only are we breeding amongst
ourselves an incompetent, ig-
norant and COMPLACENT
electorate, but we are breed-
ing the type of complacency
that will allow for the contin-
uation of corruption to con-
tinue.  Keep in mind, the
same student government
leaders that we jeer at for
being useless will grow up to
be the future state representa-
tives and other officials.
Surely, we should do the hon-
our of at least pointing out the
mistakes being made and
hold our soon to be world
leaders accountable for any
erroneous behaviours that
may happen.  Let us prevent
another SOPA fiasco by in-
stilling good practises at the
collegiate level now.  At the
very bare minimum, I ask
kindly not only of our elected
officials and us electorate, but
also of the officials of this
campus to heed the following
advice; let us please make the
speeches and written pieces
of Vice-Chancellor Hender-
son not go to waste.  Rather,
in all aspects of this campus
from the classroom to the stu-
dent life activities we have,
let us not breed the compla-
cency that is inherent in an in-
stitution, but rather breed the
type of informed consent and
intellectual discourse that
should take place in this
proud and wonderful commu-
nity that we ought to be striv-
ing to create. 

BY ALEX MICH
STAFF COLUMNIST

Social etiquette: Bullying, the
double-edged sword Where is all the joy in “Glee”?

Bullying: a topic that is
all too pertinent in society
today, an epidemic that has
taken a very twisted turn. I
find it rather disturbing at
times. So much so that I
have trouble conveying my
thoughts onto the key-
board. 

We should all be famil-
iar with certain faux pas
committed throughout the
fall semester, which I can
totally see how it is
viewed as bullying. How-
ever, what a majority of
the readers might not
know is the backlash that
resulted from that, which,
in my opinion, was beyond
fair response to the
“crime.” 

Maybe a more regional,
albeit unconventional
parable will help: Years
ago a girl was attacked and
bitten by a dog. Now,
while her scars might not
have been life changing,
the experience was un-
doubtedly traumatizing.
However,  5 years later,
when she comes into con-

1.  Always analyze the
situation before you react.
Anything can be consid-
ered offensive IF taken out
of context.     (Maybe
somebody 

laughed at  their friends
mistake, and at you or
what you stand for) 

2. Advocating for social
change is NOT a bad
thing, but before you go
HAM with expressing your
own principles, take into
consideration how others
might view your actions,
which could just as easily
be mistaken for bullying 

3. Before you take im-
mediate action, ask your-
self: Am I going after
something that is inten-
tionally and directly af-
fecting the personal well
being of me, and those
around me RIGHT NOW?
If so, by all means, it is
your human right to not
feel persecuted in public;
fight for that right. If not,
letting it go might not be
the worst choice. 

What I’m saying is that
anything can be offensive,
or bullying, if that’s what
you want to make it. Hell,
for all we know there was
a (metaphorical) gun put to
my head to make sure that
I got this submitted 22
hours before I normally
get my work in. Is that not
bullying? 

tact with a similar, though
much friendlier, dog, she
suddenly contracts PTSD
and demands the dog be
sent away. Not to its cage,
or in a separate room,  but
to the authorities. Now the
family loses a member,
just because  somebody
did not feel comfortable
with features seen in a dif-
ferent mammal in the past.
Seem familiar?  Google
“punish the deed, not the
breed.”   

I can hear your thoughts
now,  “But Mike! That’s a
dog!  We’re humans!
There is a totally huge dif-
ference,   you support
haters!  You are a bad per-
son!”    WRONG .   Take
the same principles and
apply it to today! 

Since the semester
began, I have witnessed
certain groups, which
stand for equal rights for
EVERYONE, targeting
other groups because of
isolated incidents where
someone completely mis-
construed the actions of
another to be deemed dis-
criminatory toward a spe-
cific group of people.
Could this assumption be
true? I mean…I guess, but
then again I can also be a
professional speed skater,
I would just have to dump,
oh, 75 pounds. 

I leave you all with a
few bits of advice that I
have collected over the
years. 

As one who has been a
loyal “Gleek” from day one, I
think I speak for most of us
when I express my extreme
disappointment in the show’s
third season on Fox. But this
week’s episode, the kick-off
for the second leg of the sea-
son entitled “Yes/No,” did not
just leave me sighing in dis-
satisfaction, but practically
fuming in disgust. Where has
all the joy gone in Glee?

The first strike arrived in
the form of a bizarre voice-
over narration from Helen
Mirren. As much as I adore
this majestic British gem,
using her gilded tongue to
serve as a glimpse into the
mind of the mentally handi-
capped cheerleader Becky
was not only unnecessary, but
offensive. Yes, Becky has
Down’s Syndrome, a fact that
has been highlighted, even
celebrated, throughout the
show’s three year history. So
why is she the only character
who cannot self-narrate her
personal thoughts as she
walks down the school halls?

Does anyone else have a
problem with this?

The show lauds itself, as
it always has, for promoting
diversity, for staying true to
yourself no matter what any-
one else thinks. In this very
episode, Coach Slyvester ad-
vised Artie to treat Becky the
same as he would anyone; she
just wanted to be treated as a
person. So why couldn’t the
directors and producers of the
show do the same? If this was
supposed to be funny, it’s not.
I think it’s downright cruel.

And why has “Glee” be-
come more “High School Mu-
sical” than the actual “High
School Musical?” I used to
appreciate the show because
they didn’t just randomly
burst into song. Their per-
formances made sense, they
fit into the context of the
show, and their covers were
innovative and entertaining.
This season, every song and
dance number seems forced
and out of place. The chosen
songs don’t mesh well with
the action (or lack of it), and
their takes on the execution of
the music are, well, boring.
Even the mash-ups, which
could always be counted on to
be clever, have lost their lus-
ter. “Glee” isn’t fun anymore,
it’s just straight cheese.

Applied to Tuesday’s
episode, my complaints re-
main completely justifiable.
The show began with a rendi-
tion of Grease’s “Summer
Nights,” which followed the
original with everything from

the dance moves to the wist-
fully-sung high notes at the
end of the tune. And it only
went downhill from there.
Rachel broke into an awful
acoustic version of David
Guetta’s “Without You” as
she stared longingly at Finn
over a basket of bread, then
proceeded to make out with
him in front of the whole club
as the grand finale. The
“Moves Like Jagger/Jumpin
Jack Flash” mash-up turned
out to be an exhibition of
Will’s muscles and jump-
spins. The episode ended with
Rihanna’s “We Found Love”
sung by Rachel and Santana,
as everyone did a synchro-
nized swimming number in
vintage bathing suits for the
sole reason of impressing
Emma as Will proposed to
her. 

I found myself asking
“Did that really just happen?”
after almost every scene. The
amount of cheese was ludi-
crous, almost unbearable. Un-
fortunately, this feeling of
being unimpressed, of being
discontented, even duped, has
been persistently increasing
since last year’s mediocre out-
put of episodes. The Gleek in
me has, sadly, been fading
away.

Let’s be honest. The only
reason I will continue to
watch the rest of the season is
to watch this slow, painful
train-wreck play out. And
Darren Criss.

BY MIKE BRENNAN
STAFF COLUMNIST

BY ELIZABETH BASTIAN
OPINION EDITOR
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Aries

\You'll feel tired when your ruler
Mars turns retrograde on Monday.
Take steps to boost your vitality.
You'll have a prophetic dream on

Wednesday. Write it down for future
reference when you awaken. The
boss could be in an ornery mood

on Friday. Don't irritate this person!
You'll go on a new adventure on

Saturday. Consider asking a friend
to come along. Unfinished business
will need attention on Sunday. Get
ready to rehash old issues with a

loved one.

Horoscopes Courtesy of Horoscopes.com

Taurus

Gemini

Cancer Scorpio

Libra

Virgo

Leo Sagittarius

Capricorn

Aquarius

Pisces

Temptation will be strong on
Monday. Don't indulge your sweet

tooth. You may need to resign from
a committee on Tuesday. Your

schedule could be too full. A lover
will be especially affectionate on
Thursday. The Moon conjuncts

your ruler Venus. If you're single,
someone special could enter your
life. Career issues could arise on
Friday. It might be time to change
jobs. An associate will confide a

secret on Saturday. Resist the urge
to blab the juicy details! 

You'll be in a party mood on
Monday. Celebrating the Chinese
New Year of the Dragon will top

your agenda! The travel bug may
bite you on Tuesday. A change of
scenery will lift your spirits. You'll
undergo a huge energy shift on

Friday. Your ruler Mercury enters
visionary Aquarius. Your goals for
the future will become clearer. A

business partnership may undergo
some tense moments on Saturday.

An in-depth discussion may be
needed in order to salvage the

association. 

You'll consider altering your lifestyle
on Monday. The New Moon takes
place in your personal transforma-
tion zone. It might be wise to walk
down an untried path. Be realistic
when offering your services to oth-

ers on Wednesday. Don't make
promises that will be hard for you

to keep. A real estate deal could hit
a snag on Friday. It's possible the
timing isn't right for the venture.

You may need to devote extra effort
to a project on Sunday.

A friend could give you a hot stock
tip on Monday. Mercury trines Mars
in your financial zone. Consider lis-
tening to this person's advice. You
will need stamina on Thursday. A

situation could spiral out of control.
Consider getting expert help in the
matter. A loved one will be ready to

communicate on Saturday. This
person will be eager to share his or
her thoughts and feelings. Dance to

your own rhythm on Sunday. 

A blast from the past will come your
way on Monday. A former flame
could suddenly decide to contact

you. The boss will praise your
efforts on Wednesday. This person
might help you achieve a job ambi-
tion. You could consider getting a
pet on Friday. Be sure you can

handle the additional responsibility!
A difference of opinion might cause

relationship friction on Saturday.
Your ruler Mercury squares Jupiter.
Strive to be tolerant of others this

weekend.

Your judgment could be off-kilter on
Monday. It might be wise to post-
pone any major decisions. A love

affair will kick up a notch on
Wednesday. If you're single, a new
admirer will tap you on the shoul-
der! Mercury squares Saturn in
Libra on Friday. You may try too

hard to please others. Remember,
it's OK to say no occasionally. Your

spiritual side will activate on
Sunday. You may want to spend

time in quiet meditation. 

You might decide to move on
Monday. It's possible you'll receive

an offer to relocate. The Moon
enters your sector of financial spec-
ulation on Wednesday. Think care-
fully before heading to the casino.

Lady Luck may not be at your side.
Issues with a colleague could reach
the boiling point on Friday. Take a
time-out before the situation esca-
lates. A relative might pay you an
unexpected visit on Saturday. This
person will have exciting news! Get

ready to cheer.

An unusual opportunity will come
your way on Monday. It's wise to
give this endeavor a second look.

Don't rock the boat at work on
Thursday. Keep a low profile while
on the job. Your brain will kick into

high gear on Friday. Mercury enters
your zone of the mind. You'll be

able to resolve a complex dilemma.
Put aside your bluntness on

Saturday. A loved one will need
tender, loving care. Sugarcoat your
words when speaking to this per-

son. 

Legal issues will demand your
attention on Monday. You might

end up in traffic court! Don't be too
quick to push the "delete" button on
Tuesday. If you act in haste, you'll
regret it later. Your creativity will

soar on Wednesday. Listen to your
inner muse. A new moneymaking
scheme will come your way on

Friday. The Moon squares Pluto in
Capricorn on Saturday. You'll con-
sider reneging on a vow. Hold fast

to your word this weekend. 

You'll emit a radiant glow on
Monday. Get ready to dazzle the

world with your pizzazz. Say thank
you to the Universe on Wednesday.

The Moon conjuncts Neptune in
Aquarius. A certain situation will

work out in your favor. Do a thor-
ough assessment of your lifestyle
on Friday. Consider banishing bad
habits. Walk on the road of well-

ness. It isn't wise to take others at
face value on Sunday. A lover

might camouflage his or her true
intentions. 

Your life will take a surprising turn
on Monday. Try to be open to new
experiences. A partner may flip-flop
on an important issue on Tuesday.
Patience will be needed with this

person. Positive vibrations will sur-
round you on Wednesday. The
Moon in Pisces sextiles Jupiter.

Take steps to make yourself happy.
You'll wear rose-colored glasses on
Thursday. Strive to think clearly in
all life scenarios. Be very discrete

on Saturday. Keep confidential
papers under lock and key.

Detroit: a city on the rise
Renaissance Center

Detroit was crumbling
after the 1967 riots.  The
city was bleeding popula-
tion faster than Usain Bolt
in the 100 meter dash.  In
the last decade alone,
Detroit has lost 25% of its
population.  It was worse
back then as crime went up
and population went down.
The city leaders were look-
ing for something to rein-
vigorate the city, something
to give Detroiters to look
up to.  Their answer was the
Renaissance Center.

So why talk about the
Renaissance Center?  It’s
not like they have been
doing much to revitalize the
city right?  Wrong.  Since it
opened, it has been one of
the most important build-
ings in Detroit.  It is the
face of the Detroit river-
front, and for the past year
has been the face of bring-
ing employees downtown
from the suburbs.

“The Ren Cen,” as some
call it, was built in 1973
and completed fully in
1977.  It is compromised of
seven different towers on
the Detroit International
Riverfront, just off of
Jefferson.  The main tower
is 73 stories tall, and it isn’t
an office tower.  It is in fact
the tallest all-hotel tower in
the Western Hemisphere.
There are four 39-story

office towers surrounding
the hotel and two other 21-
story office buildings just a
bit north, completed in
1981.  The main tower
houses the “Detroit
Marriott at the Renaissance
Center.”  The other towers
are called, “Towers 100-
600.”

The complex was the
idea of Henry Ford II to
help revitalize the econo-
my.  Ford Motor Company
primarily funded the build,
and became the largest pri-
vate development in 1971
with a cost around $500
million.  Surprisingly, it
generated over $1 billion in
economic growth.  The city
within a city opened offi-
cially on July 1, 1976.

Famous patrons of the
hotel include presidential
nominee Ronald Reagan
when Detroit hosted the
Republican National
Convention, as well as for-
mer President Gerald R.
Ford.  

Since it was built, it was
renovated in 2004 by
General Motors after they
purchased the buildings.
General Motors owns the
buildings, as that is now
their headquarters, moving
from the New Center area,
which is now Cadillac
Place.  The company
employs almost 5,000 peo-
ple in the Renaissance
Center.  They use Tower

100, along with Tower 300
and 400.  They share Tower
100 with HP Enterprise
Services, and the United
States Post Office.  Tower
200 houses Ally Financial
Headquarters and Deloitte,
an accounting firm.  Tower
300 is purely General
Motors, Tower 400 has
OnStar, and the Consulate-
General of Japan.  Finally,
Towers 500 and 600 house
Blue Cross Blue Shield of
Michigan, and Tower 600
also has the Consulate-
General of Canada.

There are plenty of other
tenants in the Renaissance
Center.  The Food court
there has an Arby’s, Burger
King, McDonald’s and
Subway.  Tower 100 also
has the Bank of America,

Chase Bank, Comerica
Bank, Joseph A. Bank
Clothiers, and Au Bon Pain.
Tower 200 is a bit smaller

including Gateway
Newsstands, CVS
Pharmacy, Riverfront 4
Theatres, and the Coach
Insignia Restaurant access.
Tower 300 has a Hallmark
store, GMAC Insurance,
GM University, the
Renaissance Conference
Center, and Coach Insignia
access.  Tower 400 has the
Seldom Blues and Jazz &
Supper Club, Dykema
Gossett World
Headquarters, and Pure
Detroit Tourist gift
store/The GM Collection
Store.

The Ren Cen is famous
for the Wintergarden

Atrium.  The atrium faces
the riverfront and neighbor
across the river, Windsor,
Ontario.  The atrium is five
stories tall, and built during
the renovation that was
completed in 2004.
Opening up from the atrium
is the Detroit International
Riverfront.  General Motors
contributed $135 million to
the project, which we will
talk about in a later article.
The GM Plaza and
Riverfront gives a fantastic
view of the Detroit River
and Windsor skyline.

Coach Insignia, as you
read earlier, has two access
points.  That is because it is
at the very top of the hotel
tower.  You can take two
different elevators to the
restaurant if you have a

reservation or to just walk
around and check out the
views.  Coach Insignia is
one of the most expensive
and swankier restaurants in
Metro Detroit.  The food
comes in courses and if you
have the money to spend, is
definitely worth it.

Blue Cross Blue Shield
and General Motors have
been working hand in hand
to bring more workers
downtown to revitalize the
city.  Blue Cross Blue
Shield has brought around
3,000 people downtown
from their Southfield
offices. Blue Cross Blue
Shield and others have used
housing incentives to bring
workers to live downtown
along with their jobs in the
city.

The Renaissance Center
is fairly new compared to
many of the buildings in
Downtown Detroit; it can
be something that
Detroiters look to become
inspired.  As the city looks
to face its budget problems,
the Ren Cen is a city within
a city and they can use it as
an example.  General
Motors controls the build-
ing, and after the bailout
have handled everything
very well.  By using the
Ren Cen as an example,
Detroit can look at some-
thing that was successful in
a bad time, and hopefully
do it again on a larger scale.

Arts and Entertainment
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Tuesday - January 24

Wednesday - January 25

Thursday - January 26

Friday - January 27
BY ALEXANDRA WEE
STAFF REPORTER

CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Student (is this real) Life

Women’s Basketball v. Concordia
7:30 p.m.
Concordia University

BY SARAH LEWIS
STUDENT LIFE EDITOR

Hockey v. Davenport University
7:30 p.m.
UM-Dearborn Fieldhouse

Women’s Basketball v. Madonna
1:00 p.m.
Madonna University 

AIDS in Black and Brown 
6:30 p.m.-9:00 p.m.
Kochoff C

Men’s Basketball v. Concordia
7:30 p.m.
Concordia University 

SAB Hot Chocolate Bar
11:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.
UC Stage

League of Extraordinary Poets
Poetry Workshop #1: Bring Your Own
Poetry 
12:30 p.m.-3:30 p.m.

The Michigan Journal / 7

Saturday - January 28

Monday - January 30

Career Paths in the Mathematical Sci-
ences
2:30 p.m.
CASL

Men’s Basketball v. Madonna 
7:00 p.m.
UM-Dearborn Fieldhouse

When I was thinking about
what to write my column
about this week, I thought it
would be nice to have a
steaming cup of coffee while
I brainstormed. Not only
would I appreciate the caf-
feine, but I really just love the
atmosphere of a quiet coffee
shop in the winter. Of course,
I prefer coffee from The Grind
(if you haven’t had their cof-
fee, or any drink they sell for
that matter, I feel sorry for
you).

As I started to pack up my
laptop reality came thundering
down upon me. I would have
to drive probably about 10 or
15 minutes there each way
and buy my four dollar cap-
puccino once I arrived. The
drive alone would take gas
that I simply didn’t have in my
car, and after looking in my
wallet I realized that I didn’t
even have enough for a single
gallon of gas, let alone a
Grande Tiramisu Cappuccino.
WHERE does all my money
go? It’s like Criss Angel has
been around my wallet. But
then I start to think…Well, I
guess I did have to spend
money on notebooks, gas,
pens, coffee, food, energy
drinks, gym memberships,
going to the movies…UGH
WHERE ARE THESE
MAGIC MONEY TREES
MY PARENTS ALWAYS
SPOKE OF WHEN I WAS
JUST A LITTLE
NUGGET?!?

After I snapped my wallet
shut I couldn’t help but shake
my head while thinking, “Is
this real life?”

Every semester is the same
in the sense that I’m always

flat broke. My wallet has three
dollars in it on a good day. In
what world is it possible to
stretch three dollars from eight
in the morning to ten at night?
Well I can’t think of anywhere
but maybe Narnia, but even
that’s a little iffy.

I’m sure you’re thinking,
“Wow, this girl is lazy. It’s
called GET A JOB.” But au
contraire, fair reader, au con-
traire. I admit that the most
obvious solution to my prob-
lem would be to get a job, but
let me explain why that would
be the worst “solution”
EVER.

This semester I thought it
would be a fantastic idea to
take sixteen whopping credits.
So far the work load hasn’t
been overwhelming, but
rather time consuming. Let’s
just say that on any given
Monday I’m on campus from
ten a.m. until ten at night, only
to be right back in Dearborn
on Tuesdays from nine a.m. to
nine p.m. I would LOVE to
have a job, trust me. In the
summer I had two jobs for
some time. I was working at a
gas dock (I fill up boats with
gas and pump out the boats’
toilets…) AND nannying, so
believe me when I say I’m not
lacking a work ethic. BUT the
cruel reality is that NO ONE
will hire a girl to work solely
on the weekends. I wouldn’t
hire someone with such a busy
schedule either.

So what IS the solution to
my broke college girl prob-
lem? I still haven’t exactly fig-
ured it out. I guess the best
thing I can do, is to do nothing
at all. HAHA! Who am I kid-
ding? That’s not going to hap-
pen. I’ll continue to drink
coffee and pink Rockstars. I
will probably not stop going
shopping for pointless things

like hair bows and pink pens.
And you can sure as hell guar-
antee that there is no way I’ll
stop wearing my Bare Miner-
als makeup, even if it occa-
sionally costs me upwards of
sixty dollars. I’m sure at this
point, you’re thinking, “Well,
she does this to herself! She
goes on unnecessary shopping
sprees!” And yes, maybe it ap-
pears that way, but you would
all be LYING if you said you
didn’t buy things that you did-
n’t need.

I suppose I’ll keep going to
the ATM to swipe my Hello
Kitty debit card until it’s re-
jected. Like Rebecca Bloom-
wood from “Confessions of a
Shopaholic” stated ever so po-

etically, “When I shop, the
world gets better, and the
world is better, but then it's
not, and I need to do it again.”

But for now I’ll be making
little teeny tiny changes in my
daily habits…I guess I’ll start
with drinking coffee at home
instead of always going out to
get it. And I’m not lying to
you when I say this…there is
a watered down cup of Fol-
gers sitting on my desk at this
moment. I’m not overjoyed
about it, but I can’t complain
about anything if I’m not
making changes. So here goes
nothing…I guess I’ll find out
tomorrow morning if the best
part of waking up really is
having Folgers in my cup. 

Do you have to dig through the couch cushions in your house in order
to support your caffeine addiction? I’ve yet to stoop that low, but last
week I did break into my piggy bank. I’m a poor college student, so
please, don’t judge me. 

TOM ALEXANDER/MJ

Second annual SOLID-lite conference held

Over 30 students fought
freezing temperatures to
gather together at Fairlane
Center North for the 2nd an-
nual SOLID-Lite conference
last Friday afternoon.

SOLID (Student Organiza-
tion Leaders in Develop-
ment)-Lite, which takes place
early winter semester, ran
from noon to 4 p.m while
SOLID takes place in the fall
as a whole day event. SOLID-
Lite hosts workshops aimed at
covering some of the issues
student orgs might be facing
halfway into their year. Regis-
tration for SOLID-Lite is also
capped sooner than SOLID’s
(which welcomed 150 atten-
dees last September) to en-
courage more conversation
and companionship among
students. “New students are
still getting to know each
other in the fall so we design
SOLID to cover a lot of the
basics,” says Jon Larson, Stu-
dent Activities Office coordi-
nator, “In the winter the event
is more about bonding and
fixing some of the problems
that we’ve noticed the orgs are
having.”

Workshop sessions ranged
from how to host more organ-
ized meetings, resolve conflict
among members, market your
leadership experience, revive

a drying org, and plan better
events without all the stress.
Certain sessions were also de-
signed for specific executive
board positions such as “Vice
President-The Right Hand
Man”, led by Amy Karaban of
SAO and Amal Algahmi,
president of the League of Ex-
traordinary Poets. Faysal
Houtait, representing the Stu-
dent Activities Board, also
helped lead a session about
the SOAC and found “Con-
flict Styles,” led by students
from our sister campus in Ann
Arbor, the most helpful. “The
student speakers made it eas-
ier for me to relate to,” says
Houtait.

Hanan, president and
founder of the campus’ new
Interfaith Student Organiza-
tion, says, “I loved it [the con-
ference] a lot. I felt more
comfortable talking to people
when there weren’t so many.”
Kortney Koenig, representa-
tive for the American Associ-
ation of University Women,
says “25 tips in 25 minutes”
led by Algahmi, was her fa-
vorite session: “She had some
really good information, very
helpful!”

Both SOLID and SOLID-
Lite are great ways to get in-
formed on how to better run
student organizations and de-
velop leadership skills--a def-
inite resume builder. And all
for free, and lunch included?
What’s not to lose.

Samantha Elliott/MJ
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Ever need a number to an office and can’t find it
anywhere? Here’s a list of important 

numbers that will help you while attending UM-D!

Fieldhouse

313-593-5540

Nights/Weekends: 313-593-

5432

www.UM-D.umich.edu/athletics

Mardigian Library

313-593-5400

Mon. - Thurs.: 8 am - 11:45pm

Fri - 8am - 8pm

Sat - 10am - 6pm

Sun - 12pm - 11:45pm

Computer lab, Berkowitz Gallery, 

Club Cappuccino

Financial Aid

313-593--5300

Mon. & Thurs.: 8 am - 6 pm

Tues., Wed., Fri.: 8 am - 5 pm

1183 UC Walk-ins & Appts.

Cashier’s Office Student Accounts

313 - 593 - 5255

Inclement Weather & Emergency 

Closure Hotline

313 - 436 - 9157

Wellness Center

313 - 593 - 4599

Mon. - Thurs.: 6 am - 10 pm

Fri. - 6 am - 8 pm

Sat. - Sun.: Closed

Free entry and use of racquetball

courts with UM-D ID

Academic Support & Outreach

Services

313 - 593 - 5340

T, W, F: 8 am - 5 pm

M, TH: 8 am - 6 pm

Free tutoring (Meet with tutor

whenever)

University Center (UC)

313 - 583 - 6330

Mon. - Thurs.: 8 am - 11 pm

Fri.: 8 am - 10 pm

Sat.: 9 am- 6 pm

Sun.: 2 pm - 11 pm 

Campus Safety 24-hr Dispatch

313 - 593 - 5333

Bookstore

313 - 593 - 5551

Mon. - Thurs.: 8:00 am - 6:30 pm

Fri.: 8:00 am - 4:00 pm

Books, supplies, UM-D Gear

Student Activities Office (SAO)

313 - 593 - 5390

*Please note that hours are
scheduled to change

PSA to begin speaker series on Detroit community

The Political Science Asso-
ciation (PSA) is bringing to
campus, a series of speakers
aimed at getting students in-
volved with Detroit.

Joining the University cam-
pus on February 1st at 6:00pm
in CB 1072, Harvey Santana,
State Representative will be
speaking at an open group dis-
cussion as to how individuals
can become more involved
with the Detroit community.

Following will be Susy
Avery, the Director of the
Michigan’s Women’s Com-
mission on February 9th, at
5:00pm in CB 1030.

The series then continues
with the President of Michi-
gan Future Inc. Lou Glazer on
February 15th at 5:00pm in
CB 1072. Michigan Future
Inc.’s mission is, “To be a

source of new ideas on how
Michigan can succeed as a
world class community in a
knowledge-driven economy,”
Whose work is funded by
Michigan foundations.

Concluding PSA’s speaker
series is State Representative
Shanelle Jackson on February
20th at 5:00pm in CB 1072.

All events will be free for
UMD students. According to
Jessica Reed, PSA’s co-Presi-
dent, “This is PSA’a first ever
speaker series aimed to in-
volve students with the revi-
talization of Detroit.” Reed
continued that PSA is hoping
to get 50 students per event.

“Democrats, republicans
they’re all joining in to sup-
port Detroit,” Reed said as she
concluded that PSA is, “Re-
ally excited,” about the up-
coming events.

For more information con-
tact Reed at
reedlj@umd.umich.edu .

BY MARK SCARANO
STAFF REPORTER

Tom Alexander/MJ 

PSA is aiming to get University of Michigan-Dearborn students more in-
volved not only on campus, but throughout the Detroit community. 

Ultimate Frisbee flies into campus

BY SAMANTHA ELLIOTT
EDITOR IN CHIEF

Ultimate Frisbee has
slowly been making its
way onto campuses across
the nation and is making
an appearance on the UM-
Dearborn campus.

Ultimate Frisbee is a
non contact sport with
generally the same field as
a football game. The game
entails the same type of
forward motion, only with
a Frisbee instead of a ball.

A simple game to learn,
the sport offers both a non
contact atmosphere as
well as a competitive en-
vironment, appealing to
both males and females
alike.

Both the Ann Arbor and
Flint campuses have ulti-
mate Frisbee teams whom
represent their respective
campuses in college tour-
naments. However, be-
coming a varsity sport on
the Dearborn campus can

be quite challenging.
Uzoma Okeke, a senior

who is helping to bring
the sport to campus
wanted to start out small.
“Because our campus has
a higher commute percent-
age than the other cam-
puses and low
involvement percentage in
campus life, I felt that in-
tramural would be a great
start,” said Okeke.

For now, the athletic
committee is looking for

interest in the sport be-
coming a part of campus
life. To sign the petition to
bring Ultimate Frisbee to
UM-Dearborn, stop by the
Wolf Pack office on the
second floor of the Uni-
versity Center.

“My goal is to create an
environment where people
can enjoy either watching
or playing Ultimate and
that one day we can repre-
sent our campus at a colle-
giate level,” Okeke said.
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I t ’s  a  b rand  new year
fo r  De t ro i t  spor t s  and
we can  on ly  hope  tha t
means  good news.

The Tigers  have made
some moves  in  the  o ff
season,  the  Pis tons  con-
t inue  the i r  awfu l  p lay,
the  Red Wings  have the
ho t tes t  home winn ing
s t reak  in  f ranch i se  h i s -
to ry,  and  the  L ions
made i t  to  the  p layoffs!

Detroi t  Tigers: The
Tigers  s t a r t  Spr ing
Training in  a  few weeks
down in  Lake land ,
Flor ida  and are  working
on  f in i sh ing  o ff  the i r
ros te r.   In  some b ig
news ,  they  have  los t
d e s i g n a t e d
h i t t e r / ca tcher  Vic to r
Mart inez  for  the  season
because  of  a  torn  ACL.

He was  a  key piece  to
the  t eam tha t  went  to
Game 6  o f  the  ALCS
las t  season .   Rep lac ing
Mar t inez  wi l l  be  tough
as  he  ba t t ed  .330  and
had over  100 RBIs .   The
poss ib le  rep lacements
inc lude  Bobby  Abreu ,
Yoenis  Cespedes ,
Johnny  Damon,
Vlad imi r  Guer re ro ,  and
Derrek Lee.  

Other  than  the  p rob-
lem of  los ing  Mart inez ,
they  have  had  a  good
off  season .   The  Tigers
re - s igned  Delmon

season, f inally prevailed
over  Notre  Dame and
Ohio State ,  and af ter
winning the Sugar Bowl
in New Orleans,  r ight-
ful ly  deserved to  cele-
b r a t e .

After the press confer-
ence,  players  wandered
the f ie ld ,  heading to-
wards the bus.  A few
stopped and celebrated
with us ,  throwing the
long set t led blue and
maize confett i  back into
the air  for  some great
photo opportunities.   

As I  was packing up
my bag,  ready to  leave
the s tadium, I  heard
some players  yel l ing
across  the f ie ld ,  “You
bet ter  hurry up and get
your  but t  on the bus!  I f
you miss curfew, you’re
going to  be in  big t rou-
b l e ! ”

As I  looked across the
f ie ld  I  saw whom they
were threatening, and as
Coach Hoke laughed
while  making his  way
across the field,  I  could-
n’t  help but  smile  and
think,  this  is  a  happy
team. This  is  Michigan
football .

Young ,  Ph i l  Coke ,  Max
Scherzer,  Rick  Porce l lo
and  Don  Kel ly.   As  we
work  towards  Spr ing
Tra in ing ,  we  can  on ly
hope  tha t  they  can  re -
p lace  Mar t inez  wi th  a
so l id  p layer  and  have  a
grea t  season .
Detro i t  P i s tons: The

Det ro i t  P i s tons  s t a r t ed
the i r  2012-2013  season
af ter  the  lockout  la te  in
December.  

They  opened  the  sea -
son  wi th  th ree  s t ra igh t
losses  and  won  the i r
f i r s t  game aga ins t  the
Ind iana  Pacers  on  the
las t  day of  2011.

They  ea rned  the i r
second  win  o f  the  sea -
son agains t  the  Orlando
Magic  and thei r  f i rs t  of
2012 .   Af te r  tha t  they
would  lose  10  o f  the
nex t  11  games .   The i r
on ly  win  came in  the
midd le  aga ins t  the
Char lo tte  Bobcats .  

Greg  Monroe  cur-
rent ly  leads  the  team in
po in t s ,  r ebounds ,  and
s tea l s .  He  has  15 .7
points  per  game,  9 .6  re-
bounds  pe r  game,  and
1 .1  s t ea l s  pe r  game.
Rodney Stuckey has 4.4

ass i s t s  pe r  game and
Ben  Wal lace  has  .8
blocks  per  game.   

The i r  nex t  game wi l l
come agains t  the  Miami
Hea t  tomorrow n igh t  a t
the  Pa lace  o f  Auburn
Hi l l s  a t  7 :30pm.

Detro i t  Red Wings:

Wel l  i t ’s  been  a  g rea t
new year  for  the  Detroi t
Red Wings .   They ended
2011 wi th  a  win  agains t
the  St .  Louis  Blues .

They  s ta r t ed  2012
wi th  a  win  aga ins t  the
Dal las  Stars .   S ince  the
s ta r t  o f  the  New Year,
they have  only  los t  two
games,  both  being away
f rom Joe  Louis  Arena .

The  losses  came
aga ins t  the  Toron to
Maple  Leafs  and  the
New York  I s landers .  
Dur ing  the i r  16  game
home win  s t reak ,  they
have  bea ten  S t .  Lou is ,
Columbus ,  Buffa lo ,
Chicago ,  Phoen ix ,  Los
Ange les ,  Winn ipeg ,
Tampa  Bay,  Nashv i l l e ,
Ca lgary,  Da l las ,  Ana-
heim,  Colorado,  and Ed-
monton.  

Pave l  Da tsyuk  i s
l ead ing  the  Red  Wings
in  po in t s  wi th  51 ,  and
ass i s t s  wi th  38 .   Johan
Franzen  l eads  the  t eam
wi th  18  goa l s ,  whi le
Jona than  Er icsson  has
39  pena l ty  minu tes  and
Jimmy Howard leads the
team wi th  a  1 .98  Goa ls
Agains t  Average.  

The Red Wings  are  on
top of  the  Centra l  Divi -
s ion  s tand ings  and  the
Wes te rn  Confe rence  as
usua l .   I t  wi l l  be  a
spr in t  to  the  end for  the
Red Wings  as  the  Blues ,
Nashv i l l e  Preda to rs ,
and  Chicago  Black-
hawks are  a l l  compet ing

for  f i r s t  p lace  in  the
Cent ra l  which  cou ld
t rans la te  to  f i r s t  p lace
in  the  Wes te rn  Confe r-
ence  and  NHL.  

Detro i t  L ions: Our
Det ro i t  L ions ,  four
years  removed from a 0-
16  season ,  made  i t  to
the  playoffs  for  the  f i rs t
t ime s ince  1999.  

They  ea rned  the i r
f i r s t  p layoff  be r th  in
twelve  years  agains t  the
San  Diego  Chargers .
The  fo l lowing  week  on
New Year ’s  Day,  they
would  fa l l  to  the  Green
Bay  Packers ,  cos t ing
them a  spo t  aga ins t  the
New York Giants  in  the
f i r s t  round  of  the  p lay-
offs .   Ins tead,  they went
on  to  face  the  New Or-
leans  Saints  as  the  s ix th
and  f ina l  seed  in  the
NFC.  

For  thei r  f i rs t  p layoff
game s ince  1999 ,  many
of  the  key  p layers  in -
c lud ing  Ndamukong
Suh ,  Mat thew S ta ffo rd ,
Nick Fai r ley,  and Kevin
Smith  were  heal thy  and
ready  to  go .   I f  you
were  to  wa tch  the  f i r s t
ha l f  o f  th i s  foo tba l l
game,  you  would  th ink
the  Detroi t  Lions  would
be  headed  fo r  the  sec -
ond  round  of  the  p lay-
offs .  

Tha t  wasn’t  the  case ,
however,  in  the  second
ha l f .   The  L ions  took
the  l ead  in  the  f i r s t
quar te r  wi th  a  Wi l l

He l le r  10-yard  touch-
down recept ion on thei r
ve ry  f i r s t  d r ive .  The
Sa in t s  answered  in  the
second  quar te r,  wi th  a
Dar ren  Spro les  two-
yard  touchdown run .
Pro  Bowl  rece iver
Ca lv in  Johnson  con-
nected wi th  Stafford  on
a 13-yard touchdown re-
cep t ion  to  re - t ake  the
lead 14-7 .  The f i rs t  ha l f
ended  wi th  a  John
Kasay  24-yard  f i e ld
goa l  and  a  14-10  l ead
for  the  L ions.
The  L ions  caused  two
turnovers ,  and  th rough-
out  the  season the  Lions
were  known as  the
“Comeback  Ca ts , ”  be -
cause  o f  how wel l  they
p layed  in  the  second
ha l f  o f  many  of  the i r
footbal l  games.

The Sain ts  a re  a  very
good  team,  and  though
they  los t  in  the  nex t
round  of  the  p layoff s ,
they  knew how to  p lay
and  per fo rm.   The
Sa in t s  de f in i t e ly  came
marching in  for  the  sec-
ond hal f .  

Devery  Henderson
caught  a  41-yard  touch-
down recep t ion  f rom
Drew Brees  to  t ake  the
lead ,  17-14.   The  Lions
had  no  answer,  a s  the
Saints  again scored with
a  three-yard  touchdown
pass  to  J immy Graham.
I t  was  now a  10  po in t

def ic i t  fo r  the  L ions ,
but  they answered.  

S tafford  ran  one  yard
in to  the  end  zone  fo r  a
touchdown to  cu t  the
lead  to  th ree ,  a t  24-21 .
I t  was  looking good for

the  L ions  head ing  in to
the  four th  quar ter.  They
had  been  a  comeback
team and  cou ld  do  i t
aga in ,  bu t  sad ly,  they
wound up shor t .  

The  Sa in t s  took  over
the  four th  quar te r  and
b lew ou t  the  L ions .
Sproles  scored his  sec-

ond  touchdown of  the
game wi th  a  17-yard
run ,  qu ick ly  fo l lowed
by a  56-yard  touchdown
recep t ion  to  Rober t
Meachem.  Johnson
would  ca tch  a  12-yard
pass  f rom Sta ffo rd  to
cut  the  lead to  10 points
bu t  the  game was  a l -
ready out  of  reach near-
ing the  end.   

The nai l  in  the  coff in
was a  P ie r re  Thomas
one-yard touchdown run
to  seal  the  game for  the
Sain ts .   The  f ina l  score
was  45-28 ,  a  score
un imaginab le  in  the
f i rs t  ha l f .

The  L ions  have  a  lo t
o f  p romise  go ing  in to
nex t  year.   They  a re
young team,  wi th  prom-
i s ing  s igns  o f  success .

Wi th  some improve-
ments  on  the  de fens ive
s ide  of  the  bal l  and less
penal t ies ,  they can be  a
rea l  con tender  fo r  the
Super Bowl next  season.
Go Lions!

Another year in the NFL
means another Pro Bowl in
Honolulu, Hawaii.  This
year’s game will be held
this Sunday, at 7:00pm on
NBC.  With the New Eng-
land Patriots and New York
Giants in the Super Bowl
the following weekend,
their players who were
voted into the game will
obviously not play. 

This year’s starters for
the NFC offense are as fol-
lows:  Quarterback: Aaron
Rodgers (Green Bay); Run-
ning Back: LeSean McCoy
(Philadelphia); Fullback:
John Kuhn (Green Bay);
Wide Receivers: Calvin
Johnson (Detroit), Larry
Fitzgerald (Arizona); Tight
End: (Jimmy Graham);
Tackles: Jason Peters
(Philadelphia), Joe Staley
(San Francisco); Guard:
Jahri Evans (New Orleans),
Carl Nicks (New Orleans);

Center: Ryan Kalil (Car-
olina).

This year’s starters for
the AFC offense are as fol-
lows:  Quarterback: Tom
Brady (New England);
Running Back: Ray Rice
(Baltimore); Fullback:
Vonta Leach (Baltimore);
Wide Receivers: Wes
Welker (New England),
Mike Wallace (Pittsburgh);
Tight End: Rob
Gronkowski (New Eng-
land); Tackles: Joe Thomas
(Cleveland), Jake Long
(Miami); Guard: Logan
Mankins (New England),
Brian Waters (New Eng-
land); Center: Maurkice
Pouncey (Pittsburgh).

On the defensive side of
the ball, the NFC starters
include: Defensive End:
Jared Allen (Minnesota),
Jason Babin (Philadelphia);
Interior Linemen: Justin
Smith (San Francisco); Jay
Ratliff (Dallas); Outside
Linebacker: DeMarcus
Ware (Dallas), Clay
Matthews (Green Bay); In-

side/Middle Linebacker:
Patrick Willis (San Fran-
cisco); Cornerback:
Charles Woodson (Green
Bay), Carlos Rogers (San
Francisco); Free Safety:
Earl Thomas (Seattle);
Strong Safety: Adrian Wil-
son (Arizona).

The AFC defensive
starters are: Defensive End:
Dwight Freeney (Indi-
anapolis), Andre Carter
(New England); Interior
Linemen: Haloti Ngata
(Baltimore), Vince Wilfork
(New England); Outside
Linebacker: Terrell Suggs
(Baltimore), Von Miller
(Denver); Inside/Middle
Linebacker: Ray Lewis
(Baltimore); Cornerback:
Darrelle Revis (NY Jets),
Champ Bailey (Denver);
Free Safety: Ed Reed (Bal-
timore); Strong Safety:
Troy Polamalu (Pitts-
burgh). 

As you can guess, those
who are with New England
will not be participating in
the Pro Bowl with the
Super Bowl the following
week.  Brady will be re-
placed by Andy Dalton
(Cincinnati), Welker by
Vincent Jackson (San
Diego), Gronkowski by
Jermaine Gresham (Cincin-
nati), Mankins by Marshal
Yanda (Baltimore), Wilfork
by Geno Atkins (Cincin-
nati), and Waters by Bran-
don Moore (NY Jets). 

The backups on the NFC
Roster include: Eli Man-
ning (New York Giants),
who will be replaced by

Cam Newton (Carolina),
Drew Brees (New Orleans),
Matt Forte (Chicago),
Frank Gore (San Fran-
cisco), Steve Smith (Car-
olina), Greg Jennings
(Green Bay), Tony Gonza-
lez (Atlanta), Jermon
Bushrod (New Orleans),
Davin Joseph (Tampa Bay),
Scott Wells (Green Bay),
B.J. Raji (Green Bay),
Lance Briggs (Chicago),
Brian Urlacher (Chicago),
Charles Tillman (Chicago),
Dashon Goldson (San
Francisco), Andy Lee (San
Francisco), David Akers
(San Francisco), Patrick
Peterson (Arizona), and
Corey Graham (Chicago). 

The rest of the AFC ros-
ter includes: Ben Roethlis-
berger (Pittsburgh), Phillip
Rivers (San Diego), Mau-
rice-Jones Drew (Jack-
sonville), Arian Foster
(Houston), A.J. Green
(Cincinnati), Brandon Mar-
shall (Miami), Antonio
Gates (San Diego), Nick
Mangold (NY Jets), Elvis
Dumervil (Denver),
Richard Seymour (Oak-
land), Tamba Hali (Kansas
City), Derrick Johnson
(Kansas City), Jonathon
Joseph (Houston), Eric
Weddle (San Diego), Shane
Lechler (Oakland), Sebast-
ian Janikowski (Oakland),
Antonio Brown (Pitts-
burgh), Matthew Slater
(New England), and Jon
Condo (Oakland).

Michael Robinson will
replace Kuhn, Roddy
White will replace John-
son, Julius Peppers will re-

place Jason Pierre-Paul,
Chad Green way will re-
place Briggs, London
Fletcher will replace
Urlacher, Ryan Matthews
will replace Ray Rice,
Willis McGahee will re-
place Foster, Ryan Clady
will replace Long, Chris
Myers will replace
Pouncey, James Harrison
will replace Suggs, and
Brian Dawkins will replace
Polamalu. 

It should be an interest-
ing affair this Sunday, as
last year the NFC won 55-
41.  It’s more of an All-Star
game than an interesting
football game.  It gives the
players a chance to have
fun without the fear of re-
ally getting hurt.  Gary Ku-
biak, coach of the Houston
Texans will coach the AFC,
while Mike McCarthy of
Green Bay will coach the
NFC.  The NFC barely
leads the series 21-20.  If
you’re into the Pro Bowl,
this should be fun to watch.

BY CHRIS ZADOROZNY
STAFF REPORTER
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All work and no play
is far from how the Uni-
vers i ty  of  Michigan
Wolverine football  team
o p e r a t e s .

Some fans,  teams, and
coaches get so wound up
in the winning aspect of
a season that they forget,
especially at  the college
level ,  that  these players
are st i l l  young and need
to have fun.  I  can hon-
est ly  say af ter  watching
the games,  press confer-
ences,  and post  game
celebrat ions of  the
Wolverines that this is  a
team that  knows how to
have fun.

Brady Hoke was some-
thing that  this  team
needed.  Watching Rich
Rod on the sidelines the
previous three seasons
always made me uneasy.
He just  looked angry all
of  the t ime and players
such as  Tate  Forcier
would sulk on the s ide-
l ines  when they were
taken out  for  a  play or
t w o .

The f i rs t  t ime that  I
saw Hoke get  mad this
season i t  honest ly  made
me laugh because i t
looked so out  of  place.
It’s not uncommon to see
him on the s idel ines—
arms crossed,  eyes  fo-
cused on the game,  but
sti l l  smiling and looking
l ike a  giant  teddy bear.

The players themselves
have also given me some
of my best  memories  of
the season. The team this
year  just  seemed to
cl ick.  Never  throwing
from the quarterback to
one specif ic  player.
Robinson being switched
out  for  Gardner  when
need be without  ques-
t ioning i t .  The r ight  de-
cis ions were made,
c o n s i s t e n t l y .  

The press conferences
were something that  I
enjoyed probably more
so than the games them-
selves ,  and not  just  be-
cause they didn’t  br ing
me to the br ink of  a
hear t  a t tack every two
minutes .  You could te l l
how well  the players got
along and how much fun
they were having.  They
never took full  responsi-
bi l i ty  for  anything,
choosing instead to give
credi t  to  the team as  a
whole.  They laughed,
joked, pushed each other
playful ly,  and were
never afraid to ask a re-
porter,  “Umm…can you
repeat  the quest ion?”
after  they missed the
f i rs t  par t  of  i t  because
they were having too
much fun.

The Wolverines  went
10-2 on in  the regular

The ending was
bi t ter  in  the Fieldhouse
on Wednesday night  as
the Wolves lost  to Siena
Heights  Universi ty  de-
spi te  holding a  big lead
during the 1st  quarter.
UM-Dearborn’s  momen-
tum kept  Siena Heights
contained during the
f i rs t  half  as  the Wolves
held as  much as  a  10-
point  lead against  their
opponent.          

Af te r  los ing  both
games  to  Oakland  Uni -
vers i ty,  the  Wolves
hockey  team took  on
both Michigan State  and
Indiana  in  three  games
over  the weekend.   

The  Spar tan  c lub
hockey  team came to
vis i t  the  Wolves  on
Thursday,  fol lowed by a
quick  road  t r ip  to  the
Hoosier  State  for  games
on Fr iday  and  Sa turday
agains t  Ind iana .   The
unranked  Wolves  were
looking  to  bui ld  up  a
sol id  resume in order  to
qual i fy  for  the  ACHA
Nat iona l  Tournament .
With  a  ten  and four teen
win- loss  record  on  the
year,  the  Wolves  saw
this  weekend as  an  op-
por tuni ty  to  make  a
s t rong  case  for  compet -
ing in  nat ionals .

The  Wolves  were  off
to  a  qu ick  s ta r t  on
Thursday,  scor ing  the
f i r s t  goa l  wi th in  the
first  minute of the game.
James  Marchese  and
Brian Kassa would both
score  for  the  Wolves  in
the  f i r s t  per iod ,  g iv ing
the Wolves a  two to  one
lead .   However,  the
team would have a  s low
star t  in  the  second pe-
r iod as  they gave up two
quick  goa ls .   The
Wolves  would  ba t t le
wi th  the  Spar tans
throughout  the  per iod
wi th  the  score  f ive  to
four  a f te r  two per iods .
Rob Zubke and Michael
Macari  would each get  a
goal  in  the per iod.   

The  f ina l  per iod was
qui te  magica l ,  as  the
Wolves  p layed  wi th  the

determination to win the
game.   Micah  Col l ie r
would  only  a l low one
more goal  as  he s topped
33 of  the  39  shots  he
would  face  throughout
the  n ight .   Wi th  th i s
s tout  defence ,  the
Wolves  went  on  the  a t -
tack  wi th  goa ls  f rom
Nicholas  Crowley,
Zubke  and  Macar i  g iv-
ing  the  Wolves  a  seven
to s ix  victory.

Buoyed by  th i s  win ,
the  hockey  team t rav-
eled to  play at  a  neutral
“home” s i te  for  the
Hoos iers  in  Indianapo-
l i s .   Perhaps  s t ruggl ing
wi th  not  on ly  the  t ime
difference,  but  also with
the  ex tens ive  t rave l
af ter  their  dramatic  win,
the  Wolves  fe l l  to  the
Hoos iers  s ix  to  one  on
Friday Night .   However,
a f te r  a  very  shor t  res t ,
the  Wolves  not  on ly
played  the  Hoos iers
again on Saturday af ter-
noon,  bu t  had  to  t rave l
to  Bloomington,  Indiana
( the  home of  Indiana
Univers i ty)  to  do  so .
With  the  shor t  res t ,  the
Wolves  rose  above  the
fat igue and thrashed the
Hoosiers  s ix  to  one.   

The  Wolves  wi l l  be
playing against  the Pan-
thers  of  Davenport  Uni-
vers i ty  th i s  weekend a t
the  Fie ldhouse.   Daven-
por t  i s  no t  on ly  second
in  the  conference ,  bu t
a l so  car r ies  a  na t iona l
ranking as  the thir teenth
best  team in the ACHA.
Both  games  a re  sched-
u led  to  s ta r t  a t  seven
thir ty  in  the  evening on
Friday and Saturday.

The Wolves came
out from the start  deter-
mined to play strong and
bet ter  than their  las t
game.  Compared with
their  previous game
against Lourdes College,
the Wolves improved in
al l  areas  with more re-
bounds,  f ield goals ,  and
3-point  a t tempts
Wednesday night.

Unfortunately this
improvement  was not
enough. The Wolves lost
their  stance,  and slowly,
their  hold on the game

during the second half .
Both teams got into foul
t rouble  toward the las t
par t  of  the game which
kept  both teams on the
free throw l ine fre-
quent ly,  but  Siena
Heights seemed to profit
more from the foul trou-
bles .  The f inal  score at
the Fieldhouse was 66-
7 4 .

Despite the loss for
the home team, there
were key players.  Fresh-
man Jamiel  Str ickland
was the leading scorer of

the night  for  UM-Dear-
born with 15 points.  Jun-
ior  Jul ius  Porter  had 14
points  a long with being
75% from the free throw
l i n e .

After  fa l l ing to  Dav-
enport  Universi ty  on
Saturday, the men’s team
is  now 1-21 on the sea-
son and 0-10 in  the
W H A C .  

The Wolves take on
Concordia  Universi ty
Wednesday at 7:30 in the
Fieldhouse.

BY CIEARA WILSON
GUEST REPORTER
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The Wolves continue to struggle

Wolves skate into 
a victorious weekend

Above: Michael Macari breaking away from the pack to score late in the
game.

Brian Kassa scored Scored a goal early in the first period against
Michigan State.

Kyle Papke lines up a pass.

The Wolves’ defense was able to keep the puck in State territory for 7
goals to win the game.
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