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SAB forced to move event in seemingly frivolous decision
BY SAMANTHA ELLIOTT
EDITOR IN CHIEF

Student life has always
been a hard issue to deal with
at the UM-Dearborn campus.
Being a solely commuter
school, engaging students in
activities on campus can
sometimes be challenging.
When activities planned to
engage students in all locations of campus are met with
roadblocks from within the
University, it becomes a
problem.
Recently, the Student Activities Board (SAB) was
forced, last minute, to change
a location of an event.
The SAB Hot Chocolate
Bar, held every Fall and Winter semester, was booked in
the College of Arts, Science,
and Letters (CASL) atrium,
the same location it had
taken place in during the Fall
semester.
The event was scheduled
and advertized to take place
on January 24 for weeks
leading up to the event. On
January 19, SAB Facilities
Coordinator, Brad Ewert, received notification that the

location of the event had to
be changed.
Student Events Coordinator Aaron Sarver spoke to
Ewert in person, allegedly informing Ewert that the reasoning was due to the
loudness the event caused the
previous semester, adding
that the CASL Dean’s office
requested the event be
moved.

Ewert, wanting to investigate the situation himself,
went to the CASL Dean’s office. There, he explained
what had happened and the
request to move the event. “I
was told, “We don’t see why
it would be an issue,” Ewert
said.
The CASL Dean’s office
sent Ewert to a CASL reservation consultant who sent

UM-Dearborn ranked 3rd
safest university in the state

TOM ALEXANDER/MJ

BY ERIC CZAJKA
GUEST WRITER

There are 54 emergency
phones mounted on illuminated, blue kiosks that are
placed throughout the main
campus of UM-Dearborn--but
chances are you will never
need to use them.
That’s because in 2011
there were zero major crimes

reported on the UM-Dearborn
campus.
The low crime rate resulted
in StateUniversity.com naming UM-Dearborn as the third
safest university in Michigan
for 2011.
According to the UMDearborn Department of Public Safety (DPS), in 2011 there
were zero reports of vehicle
theft on campus. This figure

is down from a decade-long
average of six incidents per
year. Larcenies have also remained at a consistently low
average.
The low crime numbers are
the result of the high priority
that Police Chief Richard Gordon and Chancellor Daniel
Little place on campus safety.
The DPS employs 23 members, 9 of which are certified
officers with full police authority.
“Public safety is everyone’s
responsibility,” said police Lt.
Kenneth Paris. “Police Chief
Richard Gordon has emphasized high-visibility patrols of
our uniformed police and security officers in parking lots
and buildings.”
Even though reports of lar-

Safe school
continued on page 2

Ewert back to Sarver in the
University Center, bringing
the situation full circle.
Much to the disappointment of SAB Eboard members, the event was relocated
to the University Center
stage. The location had been
used before by SAB, but they
wanted to move this specific
event to CASL because, “It
was a convenience for people

TOM ALEXANDER/MJ

going to class,” said Ewert.
As the main organization
designated to promote student life on campus, SAB
was disappointed with the
outcome of the situation.
“We as a student body
want to promote exclusiveness and a sense of good student life on this campus, but
sometimes it seems to be difficult to put on some of the

events we want because of
one reason or another,”
Ewert said.
Student body President,
David Knezek, also weighed
in on the situation with reserving rooms.
Although Student Government (SG) has not come
across any problems with
booking rooms this year, they
did have to relocate a few
meetings.
“Each time, however, we
were given a few days notice
and the movement was to a
different room within close
proximity to the original,”
Knezek said.
Although unfamiliar with
SAB’s recent situation,
Knezek says the disappointment of students trying to reserve rooms has been
brought to his attention.
“What I have grown increasingly aware of is a number of students who visit my
office with complaints about
unprofessional
treatment
from fellow students when

SAB Event
continued on page 2

HIV/AIDS educational forum
held at UM-Dearborn
BY LAURA CLARK
STAFF WRITER

On Thursday evening,
AIDS in Black & Brown, a
public forum facilitated
by Yolanda Moore and
Felix Sirls, was held at
UM-Dearborn to discuss
the effect of HIV/AIDS on
the African-American and
Latino communities.
“Over 30 million people
worldwide are said to be
infected with HIV,” according to two local leaders in the fight against
HIV/AIDS.
Moore and Sirls are
both community mental
health professionals who
specialize in dealing with
HIV/AIDS. They led the
discussion by providing
statistics about the growing HIV/AIDS epidemic.
HIV (Human immunodefi-

ciency virus), is a disease
that is passed through the
exchange of bodily fluids,
most commonly though
sexual contact or the sharing of needles. It shuts
down a person’s immune
system and blocks their
ability to fight illnesses,
from colds to cancer. HIV
can turn into AIDS once

SAMANTHA ELLIOTT/MJ

an infected person’s T cell
count drops low enough. A
normal T cell range is
anywhere from 700-1000.
Once a person’s T cell
count drops below 200,
they are diagnosed with

HIV/AIDS

continued on page 3

UM-D College Republicans co-host Senate debate
BY KYLE SCHAFER
STAFF WRITER

Last Saturday afternoon, the UM-Dearborn
College Republicans, in
association
with
the
Union
Conservatives,
hosted a U.S. Senate Republican primary debate,
featuring seven candidates, and live coverage
from an Ann Arbor radio
station.
The idea was the brainchild of Terry Bowman of
the Union Conservatives
and Alexander Steward of
the College Republicans.
In December, Mr. Bowman contacted Mr. Steward, having worked with
each other in the past, to

organize a debate between the seven Republican candidates for U.S.
Senate.
The Union Conservatives are a group of conservatives who are also
members of trade unions
(Mr. Bowman is a member of the United Auto
Workers, for example),
who believe in conservative fiscal principals.
The group, which asserts
that 40% of union membership is made up of
conservatives, believes in
policies traditionally not
supported by unions,
such as Right-to-work
legislation.
The race, the winner of

which will face two-term
Senator
Debbie
Stabenow, currently has
seven
candidates.
Rounding out the field
are
Scotty
Bowman,
Clark
Durant,
Gary
Glenn, Randy Hekman,
Peter Hoekstra, Peter
Konetchy, and Chuck
Marino.
Mr. Bowman, from Detroit, may not be the former coach of the Detroit
Red Wings, but touts
himself to be the only
Libertarian candidate in
the Republican field,
aligning himself politically with Ron Paul. Mr.
Durant, also from Detroit, was the former CEO

of Cornerstone Schools.
Mr. Glenn, from Midland,
is a conservative activist.
Mr. Hekman, from Grand
Rapids, is a former juvenile court judge.
Mr.
Hoekstra, from Holland,
is perhaps the most recognizable candidate, as
he is a former member of
the U.S. House of Representatives.
Mr.
Konetchy, from Roscommon, is a businessman.
The debate was broadcast live on Ann Arbor
conservative talk station
WAAM 1600, and moderated by top personality
and station co-owner
Thayrone–his one word
stage name. Their cover-

age included a pre-debate
live interview show with
each of the candidates,
right at the stage of the
debate.
During the debate, the
candidates
remained
mostly cordial and open.
At one point, Mr. Bowman even said, “God
bless you,” to a gentleman he heard sneeze during a round of applause.
Union members sponsored the debate, so the
first part of the debate
centered on union issues.
All candidates were in
favor of eliminating the
National Labor Relations
Board, a New Deal-era
program established by
CYAN

the Wagner Act of 1935,
which guarantees unions
the right to collectively
bargain. They also all
were in favor of making
Michigan a Right to Work
state. Although not traditionally union positions,
the crowd seemed much
in favor.
Other issues raised
during the debate were
education, health care,
the role of government,
and the deficit, among
others. Most of the candidates agreed with each
other on most of the issues. There was little

Senate debate
continued on page 3
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Obama visits Ann Arbor, calls for lower college tuition
didn’t come from wealthy
families. The only reason
we were able to achieve
what we were able to
achieve is because of our
great education. That’s the
only reason. We could not
have done that unless we
lived in a country that made
a commitment to opening up
that opportunity to all people.”
Despite a small group of
protesters sounding off
about the President’s policies, thousands warmly welcomed Obama to Ann Arbor.
Enthusiastic supporters like
BY STEPHANIE COSBY
NEWS EDITOR

President Barack Obama
spoke on rising college tuition costs and called for
state support of higher education among roughly 4,000
observers at the Al Glick
Field House in Ann Arbor
on Friday.
“Student loan debt has
now surpassed credit debt,”
Obama said, nodding to the
burden many UM students
feel. “Think about that. It’s
inexcusable,” he continued.
The University of Michi-

gan Board of Regents approved a 6.9 percent increase in June 2011, falling
just under the 7 percent increase limit set by Governor
Rick Snyder.
“We are putting colleges
on notice,” Obama said.
“You can’t assume that
you’ll just jack up tuition
every single year. If you
can’t stop tuition from
going up, then the funding
you get from taxpayers each
year will go down.” Inversely, states that invest in
higher education will be re-

The Community Involvement and Volunteerism Center (CIViC) will host their
monthly First Saturday volunteer day at the Ruth Ellis
Center in Detroit on Saturday,
Feb. 4 from 9am to 12pm.
Volunteers can meet at UMDearborn at 8:15am to carpool to the site.
Volunteers will prepare
snacks, clean up the drop-in

center, and organize donations in the warehouse.
The Ruth Ellis Center is
the only “mission specific
agency in the entire Midwest
dedicated to serving Lesbian
Gay Biattractional Transgender
and
Questioning
(LGBTQ) youth” according
to its website (www.ruthelliscenter.org.) The Center provides
short-term
and
long-term safe space and support services, like food, shelter, clothing, health care, and

Molly Livingston was
equally impressed. “In listening to his speech, I heard
a man who knew what it
was like to pay off student
loans. I heard a man who
knew how hard it was to
enter the job market. But
more importantly, I heard a
man who wanted to help,”
she said.
Michigan was the last of
five stops designed to elaborate on the State of the
Union address, according to
the White House. The President also visited Iowa, Arizona, Nevada and Colorado.

TINA NELSON/MJ

warded.
The president emphasized the importance of
holding a college degree
today when noting that 60
percent of jobs require at
least an undergraduate degree.
He also shared his personal experiences. “I’m
only standing here today because scholarships gave me
the decent shot to pay back
my school loans,” he said.
“Your president and your
first lady were in your shoes
not that long ago – we

TINA NELSON/MJ

Students and staff listening to Obama’s speech in Ann Arbor on January 27

Safe school

CIViC to host First Saturday
at Ruth Ellis Center Detroit

BY STEPHANIE COSBY
NEWS EDITOR

UM-Ann Arbor senior
Shannon Elliott waited in
line for almost 11 hours to
receive tickets. “Although it
was painfully cold and we
were all sleep deprived by
the end, I wouldn’t have
done anything differently,”
Elliott said.
“It was an incredible experience and honor to have
the president on our campus, talking about something very near and dear to
me, the rising costs of college tuition,” Elliott continued.
UM-Ann Arbor senior

continued from page 1

FRANZ KNIGHT/MJ

counseling, to runaway,
homeless,
and
at-risk
LGBTQ youth in Southeastern Michigan.
According to the website,
around 40% of the 1.7 million runaway and homeless
youth in America identify as
LGBTQ. Its estimated that
800 LGBTQ youth populate
Detroit’s streets everyday.
If you would like to sign
up to volunteer, access the
link from the CIViC’s Facebook page.

ceny are down significantly
this year, petty theft is still the
main concern for the DPS. In
2009 there were 62 reported
cases of larceny, but in 2011
the number was considerably
lower – down to only 36
cases. Lt. Paris emphasized
the need for students to be
aware of their surroundings.
“(Students) are continually
reminded to safeguard valuables,” said Lt. Paris.
On campus, larceny is
often the result of students
leaving laptops, cell phones or
other valuables unattended in
buildings. Police officers who
walk through buildings on
campus are instructed to remind students not to leave
anything behind.
While the police are constantly seen throughout the
campus, many students view
their presence in a positive
light.
“It gives a sense of safety,”
said Katie Gibson. “But the
police presence is not overbearing.”
The 18-year-old freshman
still carries a large, yellow key

fob on her key chain that displays the contact number of
the DPS. The fob, distributed
to during freshman orientation, is a reminder that an oncampus dispatcher is available
24-hours a day, 7 days a week.
Besides the 24-hour dispatch line, there are other
safety resources that UM-D
offers to students. Students
can sign up for the UM Emergency Alert System through
the main UM-Dearborn website, umd.umich.edu. The
Alert System will contact students in the event of an emergency via text message,
e-mail, or voice message.
Emergency phone kiosks
are placed between buildings
and provide a direct line to the
DPS. The DPS also offers vehicle lockout and jump-start
assistance along with security
escorts for students who do
not wish to walk to their vehicles alone.
As Lt. Paris noted, public
safety is a concern to everyone on campus. Because of
this, students are encouraged
to contact the DPS to report
any suspicious activity or potential threats by calling (313)
593-5333.

SAB Event

continued from page 1

they attempt to reserve a
room. Purposefully misleading or deceiving students on
room availability or failing to
respond to reasonable student inquiries and requests in
a timely manner is, at the
least, poor customer service,” Knezek said.
Knezek, along with his Director of Clubs and Organizations, Dennis Lienhardt,
have given increasing student life on campus top priority this year.
“Each and every student
group on this campus has the
right to utilize available university space as long as they
meet the necessary prerequisites … I refuse to work tirelessly on this issue to then
have student groups receive
substandard
treatment.
Something must be done to
right this wrong,” Knezek
said.
Both Sarver and Director
of the University Center,
Kathleen Herr, were reached
out to for answers, but both
declined to comment.
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Facebook’s Timeline to
be forced on users soon

The Michigan Journal / 3
January 31, 2012

Retractions
News: Front page photo of Roland Martin should have been credited to
Tom Alexander.
Student Life: Alpha Kappa Psi is a co-ed fraternity, not a sorority.

HIV/AIDS

continued from page 1

BY STEPHANIE COSBY
NEWS EDITOR

Whether its adding the
slightly creepy real-time
Ticker on the right-hand
side of your homepage or
tweaking its Chat interface, Facebook cannot
seem to go more than a few
months without changing
their social media site. The
latest update, however, is
the most drastic, and soon
to be required.
Facebook
unveiled
Timeline, the radically redesigned display page, a
couple of months ago. It is
intended to be a “digital
scrapbook” boasting your
best moments and memo-

Senate debate
continued from page 1

disagreement from issue
to issue, though there
were some exceptions.
All candidates were for
cutting government programs, with all favoring
the cutting of the Department of Education at the
federal level. All candidates opposed the Patient
Protection and Affordable
Health Care Act (which

ries. This highly customizable interface allows you
to “fill [the] wide, open
space [at the top of the
page] with a unique image
that represents you best.”
Users can “share and highlight [their] most memorable posts, photos, and
life events” in order to
“tell [their] story from beginning, to middle, to
end,” says the site.
Timeline also makes old
content easily accessible,
for better or for worse. Instead of clicking through
an endless stream of posts,
users can click on particular years or months to view
information from that time.
Once users decide to

switch to Timeline, they
are allowed one week to
customize their profile before it becomes public.
Through the new Activity
Log page, users can comb
through everything they
have ever posted in order
to highlight, delete, or
alter privacy settings on
each piece of content.
Up until now, Facebook
has allowed the Timeline
switch to be optional
(though once you switch,
you cannot go back to the
old page.) This trial period
will end soon, however, as
Facebook will force all
users to switch to Timeline
within the next few weeks.

they all called “Obamacare,” as that is the
right wing talking point).
Mr. Bowman even promoted the idea of cutting
the size of the federal
government
by
45%
(while
currently,
Medicare, Social Security, and Military spending make up roughly
three quarters of the federal budget). Mr. Glenn
proposed paying for this
by eliminating the federal
income tax–an idea that

seemed popular among
the rest of the group.
When the issue of gun
control came up, every
candidate was for no gun
control whatsoever (any
firearm with any number
of rounds in each clip).
But each candidate tried
to top the next.
Mr.
Glenn said his firstborn
son’s name is “Heston”
(the last name of the
actor, and head of the
NRA).
Mr. Hekman
showed the crowd his

AIDS.
“You do not acquire
AIDS. AIDS is advanced
HIV. And you don’t die
from AIDS, you die from
your body’s inability to
fight off other illnesses,”
Sirls said.
Sirls also discussed the
ways in which the disease
perpetuates itself in the
black community. “Fifty
nine percent of the people
living with HIV in Michigan are black,” said Sirls.
Moore
and
Sirls
strongly encouraged all
people to test for HIV.
They said that many people neglect to do so, usually because of either fear
of a diagnosis or lack of
education about the disease, and sometimes live
for years with HIV without receiving proper care
for it. Some are also reluctant to test, and as a result,
put others at risk.
“Once you test,” said
Moore,
“you
become
legally responsible to notify and protect every
other human being you
have come into contact
with. Those people can
then make the decision to
get tested or not.”

PHOTOS: ALEXANDER STEWARD/MJ

certificate to carry a concealed weapon (CCW).
Mr. Konetchy said he had
no problem with Ted Nugent owning a tank, if he
so desired (as long as he
met all zoning laws). Mr.
Marino said the 2nd
Amendment exists so,
“…government doesn’t
get out of line.” And Mr.
Bowman even opposed
waiting periods, because
they infringe on Americans’ rights.

“The window period for
HIV to show up is 25
days. That’s how long it
takes from the day you get
infected until the day you
can see the antibodies in
the virus,” Sirls said.
Following the information Moore and Sirls provided, a question and
answer portion of the
forum gave the audience
an opportunity to ask
questions about HIV and
its effect on the community.
Moore and Sirls answered questions about

The lightning round
was the last issue-based
event in the debate. All
candidates except Mr.
Bowman were pro-Israel,
as he supports a more isolationist policy. All candidates were against the
United Nations, except
Mr. Hekman, who was for
a limited or different type
of UN. All candidates
were for the Fair Tax, except Mr. Konetchy, while
some proposed eliminating the 16th Amendment,
and Mr. Hoekstra was in
favor of former GOP
presidential
candidate
Herman Cain’s “9-9-9
Plan” as a transition.
All candidates except
Mr. Durant were in favor
of bringing back the
House Un-American Activities
Committee
(HUAC), abolished in
1975, but popular in the
1950s for anti-Communist investigations. The
committee is also associated with Sen. Joseph
McCarthy and the Second
Red Scare.
But, it was moderator
Thayrone’s phrasing of
the “HUAC question”
that seemed odd.
He

CYAN

transmission and protection, and discussed the importance of educating
people about the serious
consequences of acquiring
this disease.
“In the entire state of
Michigan there are 19,500
HIV positive people,” said
Moore. “Of all of those
HIV positive people living
in Michigan, 37.5% live in
Detroit.”
To find out more information about Michigan
HIV statistics via email,
sign up at www.michigan.gov/hivstd.

asked if the candidates
would support creating
HUAC, as there are unAmerican activities going
on in this country,
“…some of which are
going on on this very
campus.” This implies
un-American activities at
the UM-Dearborn. When
asked to clarify what he
meant by this comment,
at the time of print, Thayrone could not be reached
for an answer.
At the end of the day, it
was a wonderfully successful event. “I feel that
the candidates have not
gotten much of a chance
for the people around Detroit to get to know
them…I am really thankful the community hear
[sic] about the candidates.” said Mr. Steward,
adding, “I am really glad
we could have this at our
school, and I am proud to
be a University of Michigan-Dearborn student.”
The Republican Primary elections will be
held on August 7th. So,
if you are a Republican,
do not forget to get out
there and go vote!
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Gloomy outlook on
lower tuition

In these trying
times
students
have trouble producing
enough
money to simply
live comfortably
on
their
retail
slave, food service
and
other
low
wage
jobs,
let
alone pay roughly
$5,000 for tuition
each
s e m e s t e r.
A n d t h a t ’s b e f o r e
the
ridiculously
overpriced books
we are forced to
b u y.
Most
of
the
times our professors say we can’t
buy the old edition
of the textbook
because too much
has changed since
the last edition for
it to make sense.
Oh yeah, I’m sure
adding an extra
comma or some
other
minute
grammatical correction is really
integral
to
my

comprehension
of
the text.
So
President
Obama came to Ann
Arbor to basically
threaten
college
campuses into lowering
tuition
or
rather making sure it
does not keep raising at the breakneck
pace that it has been
for the past few
years.
During his speech
Obama urged states
to take this into
their own hands and
provide more funding for the college
students in their respective
states.
Many don’t believe
that this is a possibility for the state of
Michigan.
“ Yo u r
president
and your first lady
were in your shoes
not that long ago,”
said
Obama.
The
that
atstudents
tended the speech
were really excited

about what the
president had to
s a y.
Many
believed in what the
president said and
were
happy
to
hear about Obama
at one time being
in a similar situation as they are
n o w.
We
at
The
Michigan Journal
are interested to
see how his new
crusade
against
tuition pans out
but aren’t necessarily optimistic.
All of this “the
tuition
is
too
damn high” talk
is nothing new
and nothing has
changed yet.
We
will
just
have to wait and
see if anything
comes out of this
seemingly
newfound focus on
the high cost of
education.

COMPILED BY ELIZABETH BASTIAN

Word
of
Mouth

Do you think Obama
w ill b e re- ele cted in
Novemb er? Why or why
not?
Drew Renaud
Screen Studies
Senior

Anwar Beydoun
Psych/Poli-Sci
Senior

Anonymous
Education
Sophomore

Yes, I think he will because I think
most people feel safe with him as
our leader. Heʼs done a tremendous
job, given the circumstances he was
inaugurated into.

Jessica Mull
Psychology
Sophomore

I donʼt know, due the the recent
things heʼs been supporting lately.

Yes he will; there is nobody from
the other party that is strong
enough to compete and there is
no true unity in the Republican
Party!

I think President Obama will be reelected because all of the other candidates seem either insane or
unintelligent.

Editorial Board members: Samantha Elliott, Benjamin Dixon, Michael King,
Thomas Alexander, Thomas Makled, Blake Billmaier, Sarah Lewis, Elizabeth Bastian, Robert Steele, Stephanie Cosby, Tasnuba Qureshi, Troy Blevins

Reflections on Roe v. Wade
BY KATHRYN SECHLER
GUEST COLUMNIST

January 22nd marked
the anniversary of the
United States Supreme
Court decision in Roe v.
Wade, which insured that
women everywhere had
the right to choose a safe
and legal abortion. In the
39 years since Roe v.
Wade, anti-choice politicians and organizations
have tried time and again

to deny women of the right
to make their own decisions concerning their reproductive health.
Last
year,
a
woman’s right to make her
own decisions about abortion, as well as other aspects of her reproduction
health care, was under fire.
In Michigan alone there
are over 30 proposed bills
that, if passed, will not
only chip away at a
woman’s right to a safe
and legal abortion, but will

also decrease access to
family planning services
and def community health
providers like Planned
Parenthood.
A women’s reproductive health should not
be used as a political bargaining chip. Please contact your representatives
today and tell them to
stand up against the antichoice legislation and
focus on the real issues
that our state is facing.

WWW.ELLABAKERCENTER.ORG

Roe v. Wade was a monumental Supreme Court case that changed family planning for women everywhere.

BY LATAISHA M. JENKINS
GUEST COLUMNIST

Sunday,
January
22
marked the 39th anniversary
of Roe v. Wade. Roe v. Wade
was a landmark ruling that
began the long journey that
women still travel to be able
make decisions about their
pregnancies and overall reproductive health. It amazes
me that the anniversary of
this decision does not get the
attention it deserves. While I
have seen countless previews
of what Kim Kardashian is
doing this week, I have seen
nothing mentioned about
Roe v. Wade and the continuing fight for women’s reproductive rights.
This anniversary, at the
very least, should have provoked all media outlets to
start a conversation with the
public; to open the eyes of
those that may not know that
the fight did not end with the
Roe v. Wade decision. Many
of the rights that women take
for granted such as access to
birth control pills, emergency contraception, or
health care coverage for preventative
reproductive
healthcare come under fire
on a regular basis within
Congress. Anti-choice legislation is constantly under review.
I am sure that most of
your readers may be unaware
that out of the 110 persons
elected to the Michigan
House of Representatives,
only 32 of those are ProChoice. In the Senate, only 4
out of 38 are pro-choice,
with only 2 of those being
women. In Michigan, the

Governor, Lt. Governor,
Atty. General, Secretary of
State, and Supreme Court are
all anti-choice. This unfortunately makes the likelihood
of anti-choice legislation
being passed in the House an
overwhelming reality. This is
yet another reason why people need to educate themselves. Waiting for elected
officials to give the public all
the facts has proved to be a
strategy that has left most of
the public uninformed.
For instance, there is a bill
is on the floor now, that was
introduced by the House of
Representatives, to amend all
Michigan statutes to include
a fetus in the definition of an
individual, giving the fetus
the right of a “person” at fertilization. The impact of this
bill, if passed, outlaws abortions outright, thereby overturning Roe v. Wade, it bans
hormonal birth control and
emergency
contraception
outright, and opens up miscarriage to criminal investigation. This bill is clearly an
effort to inhibit a woman’s
right to choose by deeming
her a criminal for making
said choices. I for one, am
deeply opposed to this type
of legislation, as I am sure
most women would be.
This is why it is extremely
important for women, and all
people who value their civil
rights, to become engaged in
the political process and to
educate yourselves fully on
candidates and where they
stand on important issues
such as these. Do not be
fooled, it is not just about
abortion! It is about all aspects of a women's reproduc-

tive health. One bill can pass
that has a domino effect on
other reproductive rights.
Polling consistently shows
that a majority of Americans
support Roe and respects the
decision each woman makes
about her own pregnancy and
reproductive health. Yet in
2011, anti-women’s health
politicians across the country
did about everything in their
power to undermine Roe v.
Wade and gut access to safe
and legal abortion care along
with access to family planning. This is a problem. If the
majority of Americans are
for pro-choice, why are
politicians working against
that? Part of the reason may
be because many are unaware that there are forces
working every day against
the right to choose and the
right to access. Educating
oneself and becoming apart
of the process will make a
huge difference. Those of us
that believe in women’s reproductive rights, who believe in equality and justice
for all need to make our
voices heard.
On this anniversary of the
Roe v. Wade triumph, we all
should reflect, inform ourselves, decide how to make a
difference, and ACT! Be
proactive in shaping the decisions that affect our lives.
Make a stand! I stand with
Planned Parenthood Advocates of Michigan and all organizations that fight for
change...that fight for us
daily...and who will continue
to fight for us until justice
prevails. It is my hope that
we all stand together to fight
for change.
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Miserable Miserly Musings
BY ELIZABETH BASTIAN
OPINION EDITOR

My car recently was returned to me from the
shop after extensive repair
and replacement work was
conducted (as in the transmission
was
replaced…twice. Because
the first time the parts
were faulty. Only me,
right?). And as happy as I
was to have my baby back

in my driveway once
again, I was certainly not
rejoicing about the exorbitant price tag that was a
prerequisite to its homecoming.
As someone who has
been trying to save for a
summer Europe excursion
for a while, this was
somewhat of a blow to my
bank account. I’m sure
that several of you out
there can relate; something unexpected happens,
money is required to fix
the situation, and now you
are financially set back by
weeks, sometimes months.
So I did what any perpetually stressed, type-A personality would do upon
discovering this sort of
news. I formulated a plan

and a budget, promising
myself that I would only
be spending money on gas
to get to school and essential food items to prevent
my succumbing to starvation for the next six
months. Nothing else. No
more requesting days off
work, unless someone was
hospitalized. I needed that
dough.
And for these past few
weeks, I have been
doing…alright. Pretty decent, actually. Occasionally I’ll splurge and
purchase an extra snack at
school. And I may have
gone a little crazy with the
craft supplies at Michael's
last weekend. But I’ve
been good, really. I’ve
been working more and

driving less, and I put a
bit of extra thought into
reaching for my wallet.
But then, I find out that
some of my favorite bands
are coming on tour here,
ones that I have waited for
years to see in concert.
And my friend is having a
birthday party next month,
one that she wants everyone there for. My family
wants to go out for my
mom’s birthday dinner.
Some of my extra-curriculars are planning on hosting weekend events. It is
in these instances, these
potential commitments,
the conflict lies in. A work
schedule like mine doesn’t
allow for this sort of frivolity. There’s that voice
in my head continuously

reminding me of the
money that I need to save,
the money that I just
spent.
But there’s a stronger
voice shouting out the belittling one.
I don’t want to turn into
a scrooge during the last
months of my teenage
years. Money has never
been, is not, and will
never be the singular most
important thing in my life.
My family and my friends
will always, always, always come first. I don’t
think I could ever forgive
myself if I missed one of
my brothers’ games, or my
girlfriend’s 21st birthday
party, or the concert of a
lifetime, simply because I
felt that I would be out

some measly amount of
cash. I don’t take my job
lightly, and I do put emphasis on remaining financially stable. However, I
would take being surrounded by those whom I
love and care about over
racks on racks on racks of
money.
So yes, I will go and see
Bruce Springsteen in April
and Passion Pit next
month. I have the rest of
my life to ensure my financial prosperity. And
until then, I’m going to
make sure that I live my
life to the fullest. Being a
miserable miser doesn’t
quite fit into my life plan,
and I hope fellow students
won’t make it an amendment to theirs.

Enrollment Services
COLUMN SUBMITTED
ANONYMOUSLY

If I could think of thousands of dollars to spend
something on, tuition isn’t
the first thing that comes to
mind. But when that
dreaded time comes, I
among 9000 other UMD
students depressingly cut a
check with an x amount of
dollars on it, and I can’t
help but die a little on the
inside.
So what are these thousands of dollars of financial
aid and loans supposed to
get you? Well the idea is
that in four or five years you
will graduate with a degree
from an institute of higher
education. However in these
times of economic crisis, I
am a firm believer that people always want the biggest
bang for their buck, I know
I do.
When you think about it,
maybe a paper certificate of
your graduation isn’t all you

should be getting. What
about good old fashioned
customer service? There is
nothing more aggregating
than paying for a product or
service, especially a really
expensive one, and receiving, “less than” customer
support. What’s even worse
is if the poor customer service is consistent, and never
seems to change.
You may be asking yourself who this, “less than,”
customer service is that I
keep referring to, well, if
you have ever had to add or
drop a class in person, you
know what I am referring
to. Enrollment Services.
First, let me say that besides one or two employees
behind that blue laminate
counter, I sincerely question
how one can achieve a job
with such an uncaring
lethargic attitude. It seems
like every time I get called
up to the desk in regards to
a question I have about my
tuition assessment or ad-

dress change, I always end
up walking away with a
feeling of regret.
Maybe this spawns from
the time that I requested a
new tuition assessment, and
the enrollment services employee literally did not say
one word to me and played
with her hair over the
course of ten minutes.
Maybe
my
frustration
comes from the time that I
called Enrollment Services
because I had a question
about a stipend on my account, and the response and
lack thereof was nothing
but,
“Uh-huh,”
and
“Mmmhmm,” even when I
repeated my question four
times. Maybe it was the
time that I went to Enrollment Services after getting
off the phone with said
lethargic employee and received the same response in
person. I was sure I couldn’t
be the only one who experienced this frustration.
In order to dismantle my

thoughts of insanity when it
came to this subject, I developed the Enrollment Satisfaction Survey to prove
that I wasn’t going crazy
and that it wasn’t just me.
Using the Likert scale
(shout out to my Communications 330 professor), I
came up with a short thirteen question survey where
participants were asked to
rate their Enrollment Services experience on a scale
from one to five.
The results were shocking. Questions such as,
“How satisfied were you
with the professionalism of
the Enrollment Services
representative?” averaged a
2.13 on a scale from one to
five, with five being extremely satisfied. “How satisfied were you with your
feeling of importance at Enrollment Services?” averaged a 2.2.“Overall, how
satisfied were you with Enrollment Services?” averaged the lowest number of

1.75 using the same grid.
To aid the individual’s responses was a section at the
bottom of the survey left
open for additional comments. Comments that were
provided were mostly negative, with only one comment
leaning towards a neutral
status.
One UMD student said
that “(Enrollment Services)
Added me into the wrong
section when I clearly had
the right section, and made
me wait again.”
Another student claimed
that, “They seem to be very
lazy and not motivated to
help you out with your academic needs.”
The most interesting
commenter was also the
most detailed about their
experience at enrollment
services. “The woman who
helped me had an attitude
while I was trying to get information for an upcoming
name change and made me
feel stupid. The same

woman the next time I saw
her was more concerned
about her flat tire than helping me register for my
MAPP class. NOT SATISFIED.”
I’m sure that not every
person on campus is unhappy with the customer
service from Enrollment
Services. I’m sure that some
people think that they are
the most resourceful tool on
campus. However, it was
unanimous that the students
I surveyed were dissatisfied.
Why does this matter? To
put things in perspective,
think of it this way. Think of
all the money you have ever
spent on tuition, and think
of your money going into a
paycheck for someone who
didn’t want to give you the
light of day.
One thing is certain, good
customer service is few and
far between, something that
you would expect, and
something that you don’t receive at the UMD.

The Real Michigan Difference
BY ALEX MICH
STAFF COLUMNIST

What really does pass for
student life here on our
campus? I have previously
said that to destroy the
complacent attitude, we
need to take a more active
engagement with our campus community, both within
and outside the classroom.
However, the current state
of student life is one in
which can be characterised
in high school manner.
Those who have been subjected to this know perfectly well the excessive
drama that occurs on the
second floor of the University Centre.
To best illustrate this, we
begin by looking at the
powerful impact of the latest advances in the technology on the social fabric of
our times. Facebook has
led to the spark of this new

confrontation between one
well-known student and
one very respectable organisation on our campus. Perhaps regrettably, I will not
re-post the status out of respect for both the individual and the organisation to
which it was directed. I
can however summarise
that said individual mentioned about how a member
in the organisation was
smoking on campus, the individual’s disgust with said
smoking member, how that
member can head towards
their death legally in their
car and how that member
may receive some punishment through some twist of
fate. This led to the organisation seeking out said individual and a group of
three members confronted
the individual and held a
courteous yet unproductive
discussion concerning the
quote and the smoking incident which prompted said
quote.
Thus we are now left
with this issue of two sides
with equal right to do or
say as they please, but creating a conflict to which it
needs to be resolved. Both
sides will claim to not fall
into a compliant attitude to

the general conditions of
their day. I am not going to
examine the nature by
which both sides can be
right, but rather comment
that this small differing of
opinions was the main discussion of the day for both
respective parties.
Furthermore, it was certainly large enough to give
this rather talentless writer
something to bicker about
for this week’s issue. The
sad thing is that this does
past for student life on our
campus.
The endless
drama that many write off
as being relics of high
schools past are what constitute the larger framework
of the UM-Dearborn student life. Certainly, there
are other components, but
this certainly serves as one
of the basic tenets towards
the character of this campus’s organisations. From
the days of over-dramatisation of Student Government
(with verbal abuses and
slashed tires) to the conflicts that occur between
members of different organisations (sparking a rivalry between them), this
has been a stable to the
Dearborn experience. Although it is rather childish

and certainly not needed at
the collegiate level, I cannot help but wonder if that
is just some inherent thing
that will occur throughout
all colleges. Shades of Animal House come to mind
as those cliques and dramatic tensions were also
prevalent throughout the
film. One cannot wonder if
that is the fate of our campus as well.
In order to address these
deficiencies, let us start by
examining both sides. To
the individual who wrote
the quote, I first applaud
your determination in
bringing forward your
cause to eradicate smoking
on this campus. Even the
strategy that you employed
in bringing attention to the
manner is one (albeit,
rather crude and certainly
unnecessary) does generally elicit some type of response. As an opinion
writer, certainly my strategies for garnering attention
are unprofessional at best.
However, there is some degree of respect. Certainly,
I do not wish to have bad
karma rain down on Student Government for missing an opportunity to create
a community through a ref-

erendum. Instead, perhaps
taking a less direct militant
tone would create the same
effect, but without the blatant offensiveness.
As for the organization,
what was said to you was
rather unkind. Yes, as you
all have articulated, the
smoking policy is one of
voluntary compliance (a
compromise designed to
not upset existing state
and/or federal legislation).
However, as an organization on this campus, the
burden of expectation does
fall upon all members to
represent the best of the
campus community. It is a
rather terrible social expectation and I am sure many
esteemed public officials,
royal family members, and
celebrities (Lindsay Lohan
in particular) would love to
be able to conduct their affairs in private without
media scrutiny. Yet, each
with a large gathering and
high expectations as role
models, it behoves oneself
to maintain that certain
clean image. With another
one of our organizations’
allegedly poor conduct
over the past year, certainly
you would be well aware of
the type of notoriety placed

on every action taken. Furthermore, arriving to confront the individual in a
group of three does not
send out the calm message
of discussion but rather the
feeling of a brute squad
that is out to suppress any
and all negative comments
towards that organisation.
As a result, it led to a rather
meaningless discussion that
saw no ground gain on either side, but instead developed another dramatic
moment deserving of some
cheaper version of a
Golden Globe.
Yet, the issue has gone
away for now. Perhaps to
be brought forward again
as that individual and organization will possibly
meet up again. Will cooler
heads prevail and a compromise reached? I do not
know. What I can say
though, it that for those
dominating or wishing to
make some headway in student life need to at least understand (or be warned) of
the environment they will
be facing.
If they so
bravely wish to tread
through these waters, than
it is possible for them to
make a difference on this
campus.
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Detroit: A City on the Rise-Russell Industrial Center
BY CHRIS ZADOROZNY
STAFF COLUMNIST

There are people out
there who view Detroit as a
rundown, dangerous city.
We have old factories here
in the city, many of which
have been abandoned and
torn down. One of the most
famous buildings is the old
Packard
Motor
Car
That,
Company Plant.
unfortunately is very rundown and falling apart.
There is some good news
though.
The
Russell
Industrial Center (RIC) is
one of those manufacturing
buildings that have been
saved.
The RIC is located
at 1600 Clay Street, bordering I-75 to the west, and
just due north of I-94. The
Center was built in 1915,
for John William Murray,
and was completed in 1925.
It was designed by Albert
Khan, one of the most
famous
architects
of
Detroit. Murray wanted to
use the building for autobody manufacturing for the

The
growing business.
building struggled to stay
afloat even before it was
completed. Business was
suffering throughout its history, with Murray’s company merging many times.
Murray sold the building in
1970 to Leona Helmsley,
followed by another sale in
1981 to Dyson-KissnerMoran Corp. (DKM), and
another in 1991 to WintorSwan, a printing company.
Finally, in 1998 the building
became vacant after a tornado and flooding damaged it.
In 2003, Dennis Kefallinos
bought the building and
renovated it, hoping it
would become lofts and studio space.
Kefallinos’ bet paid
off. He renovated the sevenbuilding complex for $1
million. The complex now
has more than one million
square feet of space for studios and lofts for artists,
creative professionals, and
businesses. According to
the building’s website,

www.ricdetroit.org, “…studios range in size from 1000
to 7000 square feet each. Of
the 2.2 million square feet,
650,000 are in use, with
another 500,000 available
for use. Infrastructure work
is planned for another million square feet of space.”
When the building
first opened up, it wasn’t
called the Russell Industrial
Center. It was the J.W.
Manufacturing Company.
The company merged in
1924 with three others to
form the Murray Body
Corporation. From then,
until the late 1960s and
1970s
when
printing
became the main use for the
buildings, the Murray Body
Company was one of the
main manufacturers for
Ford and Mercury. The
company also produced
parts for Packard, Lincoln,
Chrysler, Plymouth, Dodge,
and many other non-famous
companies. In the last year
of production it produced
parts for Hudson-Jet and
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The Russell Industrial Center

Tas’s

Aero Willys.
When the printing
companies took over in the
1960s, over 130 companies
occupied the building complex and printed. This is
when Detroit was known as
the printing capital of the
Midwest for a short time.
This building complex has started a new trend
in Detroit, urban development. The current tenants
of the complex include: the
Russell Gallery (Building
3), Art Studios, Stacey
Ellis, the co-owner of B.
Black Apparel, Madeline
Stillwell, artist of Detroit
Industrial Projects, Motor
City
Movie
House,
Architecture
Practice,
Woodworking Shop and
Hand Crafted Furniture,
Antiques, Kitchen and Bath
Remodeling,
Clothing,
Furniture,
Sewing,
Photography
Studios,
Import, Export, a Health
Food Store, a Performing
Arts Studio, a Candle Shop,
Custom Signs, Printer, and
Helderop Pipe Organs.
The RIC also hosts a
couple of events each year.
The Russell Bazaar is an
indoor marketplace, hosted
by the tenants of the building on the first weekend of
each month, showcasing art
and wares. It brings in
many people to look at and
purchase what the tenants
are selling. For those that
want to sell their work, they
can rent a booth each
month.
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A mural on one of the buildings of the Russell Industrial Center

Another event is the
People’s Art Festival, which
is held annually. Last year
it was in August. The event
is free and open to the public and features different
pieces of art, music, merchandise, food, and entertainment. It is sponsored by
many local non-profits and
business to cover the costs.
What the RIC is
doing is taking a former
manufacturing plant, something that Detroit has an
excess of, and turning it
into something the community can use. Go and check
out this place, because this

is something that Detroit
can use to look at and say,
“Hey, the Russell Industrial
Center is an old re-used
manufacturing plant.
If
they can turn an old building into something plausible, why can’t we do that
for the other ones?”
You can check out their
at
website
www.ricdetroit.org.
You
can also contact their main
office at (313) 872-4000 or
email at centerric@aol.com.
If you would like to contact
their webmaster, Nick
Polifroni, his email address
is nick@ricdetroit.org.

Trends

BY TASNUBA QURESHI
ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT EDITOR

Floral Print
Forever21.com

Neon Colors
Forever21.com

With a new year
comes a new you. Or, at
least that is what everyone tells themselves.
The best way to start
making changes to
yourself is with clothes.
You don’t have to go
out and buy a whole
new wardrobe, but
adding a few pieces to
your existing wardrobe
will spruce it up a bit.
One thing that is
trending this year is
floral print, and I love
it. If it is rightly done,
floral print can add just
the right amount of a
feminine touch to any
outfit, but you have to
remember to be subtle,
we don’t want to look
like we rolled in a field
of flowers. My suggestion is to get a few tops
that have the floral
print. You can find
them in any style imaginable. Another item
that I would recommend
getting in floral print is
a dress. It is part of the
easiest outfit you can
make, throw on a cardigan and you are good to
go.
Another favorite
print of mine that is
trending is animal,
mainly leopard. But it
goes back to what I
said about prints, be
subtle. Don’t look like
you went to the jungle,
killed a leopard, and
decided to wear it from
head to toe. My
favorite colors to play

with animal print are
black, gold, red or a
combination of them
all. As much as I love
leopard print, I try to
keep it to a minimum. I
would recommend getting a few tops, but you
can also add in an animal print skirt, blazer,
or a dress. With animal
print, the possibilities
are endless.
You will also see a
lot of bright, bold, neon
highlighter colors.
Colors are a lot of fun
to play with in an outfit
because they can create
a new look with just a
few pieces. Personally,
I like using cardigans
in solid colors, that
way you can wear five
different tops underneath the same cardigan
and have a new look
every time. You can
also find t-shirts,
skirts, and even skinny
jeans in bright new colors.
The last trend that
you will see is color
block. Basically it’s
two different colors on
one shirt or dress. I’m
not sure how I feel
about this trend yet
because if it isn’t done
correctly, it can be a
disaster. If you do want
to put a few color block
pieces in your
wardrobe, I would play
it safe and go for a
dress or a skirt that can
be easily played up or
down.

Colorblock
Forever21.com

Animal Print
Forever21.com
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Emma’s Eats: Ichiban, Canton
BY EMMA SLONINA
STAFF COLUMNIST

A brief lesson in terms:
hibachi is a Japanese charcoal grill with an open-grate
design. Teppanyaki refers to
the Japanese cooking done
on an iron griddle, typically
in front of restaurant guests.
Almost everyone has been to
a Benihana or knows what
it’s all about. Theatrical
cooking and chef-guest
interaction.
I had the pleasure of joining the Political Science
Association at their end-ofthe-semester-social for some
teppanyaki
at
Ichiban
Steakhouse and Sushi Bar in
Canton. We were seated in
an enormous square around
two teppanyaki griddles and,
having such a large group (as
well as a few random straggler couples on one end), we
got to see the show several
times.
Orders were efficiently
and carefully taken around
the table, then we were
brought miso soup and ginger-dressing salads. Finally,
a ginger-dressing salad I
could get behind! Everything
was crisp, bright, and wellbalanced flavor-wise.
The chefs finally came out
with their cart of tools, seasonings, and food. They
started off with pieces of
zucchini and broccoli, sliced
quickly on the griddle-top,
then unceremoniously flung
into each guest’s mouth. At
least that was the intention;
most of it ended up on the

Faysal Houtait

Miso soup is a simple but popular appetizer dish served at Ichiban
Steakouse and Sushi Bar.

floor.
Then, of course, there was
an onion ring volcano: giant
slices of onion carefully
stacked one on top of the
other, then set ablaze and
shifted around the griddle to
great effect. The flame was
put out by a rather rude
water-squirter.
As the rest of the vegetables cooked, large bowls of
rice and mounds of butter
were heaped onto the grid-

dles and fried as the chefs
did tricks with their utensils,
tossing them around and
spinning eggs on the griddle.
This “egg roll” elicited
groans from our group.
Each diner got a portion
of fried rice that could easily
feed two, if not three - and
this was only part one of the
main meal. The chefs proceeded to pull out trays of
meat and seafood, asking
how each was to be cooked.

Faysal Houtait

Ginger salads are usually a hit or miss for those that try it. Ichiban’s
salad passed Emma’s test.

The First Date
BY VALERIE MERCIER
GUEST COLUMNIST

Location is the
number one problem
that
I
personally
have faced on a date.
A first date location
says a lot about what
you think about the
girl you’re taking
out. On my first date
with this particular
g u y, h e t o o k m e o u t
t o a b o w l i n g a l l e y.
Bowling alleys can
be cute, fun, and
exciting, but he took
me
immediately
after class on a
T h u r s d a y. T h e b o w l ing alley was completely empty except
for
many
elderly
people finishing up
their
afternoon
games. I tried my
hardest to make the
best out of it, but I
was slightly insulted
because he thought
this was proper for a
first date. Men, the
location for your
first date says more
than you realize.
Girls
are
always
judging
men
on
where
they
take
t h e m , b e c a u s e i t ’s
simply the nature of
the first date.
A first date is
an
appraisal
to
decide if a second
date is in order or
not.
What
would
have
been
more
appropriate would be
something
more
planned like dinner-someplace that was
not as awkward as a
place
filled
with
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older people on a
T h u r s d a y. S p o n t a n e i t y
is revered, but simply
asking a girl out is
considered
spontaneous. Going out on
any random day of the
week is not.
Wo m e n d o n ’ t
expect too much, but
what we do expect is a
little thought put into
the date. Someplace
they’ve
mentioned
before, or someplace
personal to you. A first
date is a first impression of how the rest of
the relationship will
go.
H o w e v e r,
most
girls will give a guy a
second shot, because
one impression does
not do anyone justice.
Being friends first
and then actually dating is very intimidating for both, because

neither knows the
expectations from the
o t h e r, b u t m y a d v i c e
is to always do a bit
more. It adds to your
reputation and you’re
far more likely to
impress, even as a
friend. Most girls
would prefer something a little over the
top from high expectations from movies.
The second date
is either thought of
a s a r e - d o , o r i t ’s j u s t
because
you
like
them, so making an
impression is just as
important, like a second first date.
N e e d l e s s t o s a y,
my awkward friendship with the bowling
alley guy did not
blossom--he wanted
to go to the bowling
alley a second time.

Treating ourselves, our
end of the table got steak,
filet mignon, scallops, and
shrimp. We watched as the
chef deftly sliced through the
meats and lined up the
shrimp so each was spooning
with the next. While it all
cooked, he offered sake
around the table in one of
those squeezy bottles usually
used for ketchup or mustard.
Everyone cheered on our
brave friends who took it on,
sitting with their mouths
open as the chef squirted
sake at them.
Before we could even finish our rice, he returned to
his cooking, threw some seasoning over everything,
served sauces, and piled our
plates with meat, shrimp, and
vegetables. Everything was
perfect--tender, juicy meat,
delicate scallops, and perfectly-cooked shrimp. The
seasoning was heavy on
some parts of it, but tossed
around with the other vegetables and rice on the plate, it
evened out.
No one to my knowledge
tried the sauces we had been
served, most likely because
we were all too busy eating.
They call one the “yumyum” sauce, so I’d say that’s
a pretty good sign of its quality and flavor. I wish I had
tried it--especially on the
rice, as they recommended-but I have no problem going
back to do so.
The mixed drinks were
fantastic, as well. Delicious,
decently-sized, and potent.
The “Happy Birthday” drink
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Faysal Houtait

A teppanyaki feast of steak, scallops, shrimp, vegetables, and rice.

was particularly good. They
have a long list of choices, as
well as a variety of sake,
beer, and wine.
The food is pricey, especially if you order a combination or “emperor’s” dinner, but a treat once in a
while won’t break the bank. I
ended up taking a lunchsized portion home with me
afterwards and enjoyed it the
next day, definitely adding to
the value.

They do also serve sushi
and other Japanese dishes,
not just dishes from the teppanyaki. The reviews I’ve
seen of their other offerings
have not been as positive,
but it could be worth exploring. Maybe they should just
stick to teppanyaki, but I
don’t see that as much of a
loss.
Open 7 days a week, for
lunch and dinner. Contact
(734) 414-1888.

Faysal Houtait

A flaming onion ring volcano is a popular attraction at many Japanese
steakhouses

My name
is Memory
BY MERIAM METOUI
GUEST COLUMNIST

Photo Courtesy of Penguin Group

My Name is Memory by
Ann Brashares is a captivating story about a man
who never forgets.
Daniel
has
“The
Memory,” an ability that
allows him to recall his
past lives and recognize
the souls that he’s met.
Sophia is a soul he’s spent
lifetimes searching, finding, and losing. They’ve
been drawn together life
after life, only to be torn
apart by the same destructive force again and again.
This time is no different.
Just when Sophia and
Daniel have come as close
as they’ve ever been, their
love is tested like never
before.
I admit I was hesitant to
pick it up, since I was
expecting a story reminiscent of The Sisterhood of
Traveling Pants (written by
the same author), but what

I found was something else
entirely. The cover was
inviting and the plot line
interesting. It was a love
story with what felt like a
hopeless twist: two people
destined to be together but,
but fighting fate at the same
time. The majority of the
story is written in alternating
chapters between Sophia
and Daniel, with Daniel
using most of his chapters to
retell
what
happened
between them in each of the
lives they were lucky
enough to find each other in.
The pacing was slightly
irregular, but well written.
The characters were fully
formed and relatable, especially Daniel. His story was
almost overwhelming. Each
little chapter about how they
met could have been a book
in its own right. The plot line
becomes more complex with
every page, until everything

ties in together at the end.
Most would think Daniel’s
dozens of stories of how
they met throughout the
eras spanning from North
Africa,
541
to
Charlottesville, Virginia,
2006 would get repetitive
or distracting, but they
ended up being my favorite
parts. They were detailed
and unique, with Daniel
never losing his genuine
voice throughout his many
lives. Often, the tales
reflected what was happening in the present story,
tying everything together.
Certain aspects, though,
could have been drawn out
even further.
The ending is set up for
a sequel. It was originally
intended to be a trilogy, but
unfortunately, “My Name
is Memory” is the only
book of hers that hasn’t
been a bestseller. Her publisher isn’t pushing for
books two and three.
Unless a certain rumored
movie deal goes through
and gives this book some
well-deserved attention, I
don’t know if we’ll be seeing more of it. It would
appeal to readers of the
“Fallen” trilogy by Lauren
Kate or “The Time
Traveler’s
Wife”
by
Audrey
Niffenegger.
Though Brashares finished
off the book with a strong
ending, I felt that it had
more potential than what it
eventually led up to. It
wasn’t disappointing, it
just went in a much different route than what I had
originally
expected.
Regardless, it’s definitely
worth the read.
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Student (is this real) Life
BY SARAH LEWIS
STUDENT LIFE EDITOR

Once upon a time, I
was in love with someone.
This someone was beautiful.
They did everything I commanded. It seemed as if their
sole purpose in life would be
to serve me. I took care of it
and was sure to never overload it. I was more than in
love, I was smitten. Then one
day, this THING decided to
turn against me. It began ignoring my requests, and shutting down when I needed it
the most. I would scream
“WHY!?!?!?” to no avail. Finally, it ended with me walking away from it all.
No, I’m NOT TALKING ABOUT A PERSON.
I’m talking about my Blackberry. You’re probably reading this thinking, “Is this real
life?” And YES, it is. I’ll
admit that I was in love with
my phone when I first bought
it a year and four months ago,
and I’m not ashamed. It was
pink and perfect. If you know
me, you’re most likely rather
acquainted with the fact that I
am obsessed with anything
pink or glittery. Glitter is my
favorite color. Yep, in my
book glitter is a color, but I digress. I loved my Blackberry’s
cute little buttons and the way
it rang when I had a call. My
text message alert was so precious. I can still hear it...DODOOO-DEE-DOO. We’ve
been through it all until now.
Yes, you might think
that it is a little strange that
I’m talking about a phone like
this, but don’t you have an object that you consider your
baby? It might be your cam-

era, iPod, purse, or sunglasses,
but you would do anything to
make sure you didn’t break it,
right? And you take this object
with you everywhere? And
every single time you let
someone else use it you get
worried for the object’s
safety? Now I’m sure you can
relate in some way.
Every time I heard
someone talking smack about
Blackberries, I would be irate,
since I cherished mine so
much. I would hear a hater exclaim, “Blackberries SUCK.
They’re so useless. iPhone for
LYFE.” And I would respond
with, “UHM NO. Excuse me,
SIR, but you are greatly mistaken. Blackberries are awesome, and mine never ever
fails me. WA-BOOM.” Then
the person would shake their
head and turn away with a roll
of the eye, and I would feel
triumphant. My Blackberry
truly was a Crackberry.
Two days ago my
phone broke, and no I didn’t
throw it at a wall or drop it in
the toilet. I can’t tell you how
many times I’ve heard people
scream about how they need a
new phone because their previous one broke, only to find
out that they “accidentally”
put it in a blender. RIIIIIIIGHT, because that is a brilliant idea. My Blackberry just
quit at life. Dead forever.
Hopefully, by the
time you’re reading this story
I will already have a new
phone that I will love and
cherish just as much as my
Blackberry. I have realized
something over the days I’ve
gone without a phone, though.
I loved my phone for a different reason than I had originally thought. I was not

With
the
first
month of the year coming
to an end, you may have
already broken some of
your New Year’s resolutions. Luckily, for those
who made a resolution to
do something good this
year, February is not too
late to get started.
With the recent
success of U of M – Dearborn’s volunteer fair and
Martin Luther King Jr. Day
of Service, it appears that
many students are on board
with this resolution. If you
haven’t been able to find
the right opportunity to
suit your interests or
schedule, here are a few
more unique ways for you
to make a positive impact
in Metro Detroit.
With funding decreasing every year, city libraries
need
more
volunteer help now than
ever before. They tend to
offer very flexible, “create-your-own” schedules
for volunteers. Tasks can
include shelving, organizing, processing new books,
assisting librarians with

office tasks, or even becoming involved with
hands-on programs for
young readers. Visit your
own local library’s website, or to apply with the
Dearborn libraries, head to
dearbornlibrary.org
and
click the “Volunteer” link
on the left-hand sidebar.
If you’d rather
spend your time in the
great outdoors than working in a library, the United
States Coast Guard Auxiliary may be of interest to
you. The USCG Auxiliary
works at events to promote
boating
safety,
offers
safety classes to the public, patrols on the Detroit
River during weekends and
watersport events, and assists the Coast Guard in
rescue and recovery missions. Awards and leadership opportunities are also
available through this organization.
Visit join.cgaux.org
and sign up to receive
more information from
your local flotilla.
If you love the outdoors but don’t quite have
the sea legs required for
the Coast Guard Auxiliary,
the Detroit Zoo in Royal
Oak and the Belle Isle Nature Zoo in Detroit also
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Is the only good thing about your Blackberry the adorable background
of your cat? Well, if that’s the case I recommend that you finally break
down and buy and iPhone....I know that’s what I did this past weekend.

obsessed with it because it
was pretty or shiny. I did not
even admire it for its glossy
pink color. I didn’t really love
the sound it made when I got a
text message. The real reason
my phone meant so much to
me was because it connected
me to everything and everyone. My phone was just a
gateway for the love I had to
my friends and family. Yeah, I
know this sounds lame, but
it’s true. I felt so lost not being
able to text my best friend or
call my mom as I drove home
from school. I loved the phone
for what it did for me…it gave
me CONTACT. I hate not
having that link, that communication.

Imagine your life
without your camera, iPod,
purse, sunglasses, or whatever
object you cherish…the outlook is pretty grim, right? Because we all have something
that means something to us,
and I realized that it’s the people around me that mean the
most to me. So, rest in peace
sweet Blackberry. I loved you
while it lasted, but everything
good must come to an end.
My new phone will be my replacement bff. What would I
do if cell phones didn’t exist?
I can’t imagine having to write
a letter to talk to my friends.
So friends and family, take
this as a compliment…I really
do love you after all.

Volunteer opportunities abound
BY LINDSEY DESMET
GUEST REPORTER

8/The Michigan Journal

Student Government’s Town Hall Meeting
12:30 p.m.-2:00 p.m.
Kochoff C

S.I.F.E. Meeting
4:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m.
126 FCN
Accountable Choices, Alternatives to Intimidation and Violence
6:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m.
127 FCN
PSA’s Speaker Series: “Destination Detroit” State Representative Harvey Santana
6:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m.
1072 CASL

Thursday - February 2
KPMG Lecture Series: Expanding
Global Business in Michigan
7:00 a.m.-10:00 a.m.
Michigan Rooms and 180 FCS
Investwise Financial Educational Workshop
5:30 p.m.-9:30 p.m.
Quad E FCN

Friday - February 3
Writing Books
10:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m.
1018 CASL

Photo courtesy of Michael Elliott

Chinese New Year Event
3:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
Quad E FCN

Volunteer opportunities are available all summer long at the Henry Ford
Museum.

offer a great number of opportunities, ranging from
interacting with both animals and guests as a part
of the Australian Outback
Adventure exhibit’s “Mob
Squad” to utilizing your
green thumb by gardening.
For more information, visit
detroitzoo.org and click on
the “Support Us” tab.
And finally, for history
buffs, there’s probably no
better place in Dearborn to
volunteer than the Henry
Ford Museum and the
Greenfield Village. This

historic complex offers not
only a very wide variety of
tasks to choose from, but
also free admission to both
the Museum and the Village for volunteers! Time
commitments range from a
few days a year to a couple
of days each week, and
tasks can be anything from
helping run the carousel in
the Village to working on
craft projects with visiting
students. Download an application under the “Membership/Support” tab at
hfmgv.org to get started.

Student Government Meeting
6:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m.
Dining Room D FCS

Sunday - February 5
S.I.F.E. Competition Meeting
11:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
121 FCN
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132
N umb er of s hots
on goal from Red
W ing s’ f orw ard
J ohan Fran zen
this season.

214
Th e amou nt of
mone y ( in millions ) th e Tig er s
paid for Prince
Fielder

57
Number of
touchd own s th e
Detroit Lions
scored this year.

200
The amount of rebounds Greg
Monroe has for
the Detroit Pistons this year.

302
N umbe r of p oints
Senior Mike
Macari has in his
U M-Dear bor n
hockey care er.

WOMEN’S BASKETBALLSTANDINGS
Team

Overall

Davenport

12-0

Concordia

10-2

Cornerstone

8-4

Siena Heights

7-5

NothWestern
Ohio

7-5

Aquinas

Madonna
Indiana Tech
UM- Dearborn
Lourdes

6-6

5-7

3-9
2-10

0-12

Hockey upsets Davenport
with split series

The Wolves battled it out
on the court against Concordia University on January 25 in the Fieldhouse.
Unfortunately, the home
team was met with defeat in
the end. Coming strong on
the floor were starters Jordan Konior, Jamiel Strickland, Jeff Fick, Douglas
Sharples,
and
Balazs
Juhasz.
The game began at a
good pace for UM-Dearborn. They were aggressive
in the paint, which led to a

MEN’S BASKETBALL
STANDINGS
Team

Overall

Davenport

11-1

Cornerstone

8-4

Madonna

8-4

Concordia

8-4

Indiana Tech

7-5

Lourdes

7-5

Aquinas

7-5

Siena Heights

3-9

Northwestern OH

1-11

UM- Dearborn

0-12

high percentage of both offensive and defensive rebounds, 38 altogether.
UM-D’s rhythm and
focus during the first half
payed off as they held a
lead at half-time. Despite
being 6 points ahead at the
end of the first, though, the
Wolves were not able to
hang on and pull out a victory.
Momentum shifted during the second half and
Concordia came back from
their deficit to clench a win.
The final score at the Fieldhouse was UM-D 61, Concordia 71.

Despite their loss, some
notable players stepped up
big time to fill the void of
injured A.J. Dombrowski
and the team's leading
scorer, Julius Porter. Jamiel
Strickland had a career high
of 21 points, and Balazs
Juhasz had 20 points, which
was also his career high.
The Wolves will host the
University of Northwestern
Ohio on Wednesday at 7:30
p.m.
A.J. Dombrowski and
Julius Porter are expected
to be able to play in the next
game.

Super Bowl Preview
Super Bowl XLVI will
have a bit of reminiscing
for both teams as we have
a rematch of Super Bowl
XLII. The New England
Patriots and New York Giants will battle in Indianapolis this Sunday at
6:30pm on NBC.
The New York Giants
earned their way to the
Super Bowl by winning
the NFC East. It was a
surprising year in the NFC
East, as many people
picked the Philadelphia
Eagles “Dream Team” to
not only win the NFC East
but go to the NFC Championship. Well, they didn’t
even make the playoffs
and the Giants did, on the
last game of the regular
season.
The Giants beat the Atlanta Falcons in the Wild
Card game. It was a big
surprise, as the only points
allowed were from a safety
early in the game. It was a
bit of a shock, too, as
many had picked the Falcons to upset the Giants.
They moved on to face the
defending Super Bowl
Champion Green Bay
Packers at the frozen tundra of Lambeau Field in
the NFC Championship.
The New England Patriots are in their fifth Super
Bowl since 2001, and
earned the top spot in the
AFC East this year. They
were the top seed in the
AFC as well. They beat
the Tim Tebow-led Denver
Broncos in a blowout in
the divisional round of the
playoffs. Then, in the conference
championship,
they barely edged out the
Baltimore Ravens on a last
second missed field goal
by Ravens kicker Billy
Cundiff.
In Super Bowl XLII, the
Giants upset the Patriots in
a shocker. The Patriots
were favored by 12 points
and were looking to go a
record breaking 19-0. The
Patriots fell 17-14 and will
now be looking for revenge. Both Eli Manning
of the Giants and Tom
Brady of the Patriots, who
both played in the S.B.
XLII will face off again.
Both quarterbacks were
elected to the Pro Bowl,
but aren’t playing as that

those who publicly criticized the Wings.
One bad loss seemed to
push all of the fantastic
things the Wings have done
this season out of their fan’s
minds. But taking a look at
the numbers should change
their minds.
Jimmy Howard: Phenomenal so far this season, currently holding a .924 save
percentage with 30 wins, 11
losses, and 5 shootout
games. His league-leading
wins are lining him up to
break the season record for
wins (48). His save percentage matches the franchise
best for a full-time starter,
which he set himself during
the 2009-2010 season. His
2.03 goals-against average
seats him at fifth best in the

league, as well as in the top
spot for the franchise since
the 1950’s, when it was set
by Terry Sawchuck.
Ian White: Surprising me
in his first season with the
Wings, White has proven
that he’s ready to show what
he’s got, even starting a few
games this season. He has 6
goals and 18 assists on the
season so far. His plusminus of 26 is also the highest on the team.
Todd Bertuzzi: What
can’t Bertuzzi do? With 9
goals and 13 assists in the
past 28 games, including
several game winning goals
in recent shootouts, Bertuzzi
is the talk of Hockeytown.
His famous “spin-o-rama”
move wowed fans against
the Coyotes. Now he sits

just one goal from being the
twelfth active player to
reach 300 goals in at least
1,000 games.
Nicklas Lidstrom: 10
goals and 18 assists on the
season so far. Always knowing exactly where to be
when someone needs him.
On a quest for his eighth
Norris Trophy? Possibly.
But really, just doing what
he does best: being the best.
So are the Wings hurting?
Absolutely not. They recently celebrated their seventeenth consecutive win at
home, putting their home
record to 20-2-1 for the season. With 67 points on the
season, they don’t just sit at
the top of the Central Division. They aren’t just at the
top of the Western Confer-

Tom Alexander/MJ

Forward Brian Kassa moves into the offensive zone for a scoring
oppurtunity

a six to four lead in the first
half of the final period. Then
the Wolves’ Olsen scored two
goals just over two minutes
apart to tie the game at six
goals. One of those goals
came while UM-Dearborn
was short-handed. However,
Khan was unable to stop
Davenport scoring twenty
seconds later as the Panthers
took a one goal lead. Then
with over two minutes remaining, Rob Zubke scored
on the power play to tie the
game at seven. Finally, while
short-handed, Olsen lifted the
puck over the Davenport
goalie with just over ninetyeight seconds remaining in
the game to give the jubilant
Wolves an eight to seven victory.
On Saturday, the men from
Dearborn sought to continue

their miraculous ride by facing the angry Panthers. However, the Panthers showed the
Wolves’ faithful why they
were the thirteenth ranked
team in the ACHA. Throughout the game, the Wolves
were unable to put together a
consistent rhythm while Davenport constantly pushed the
play down towards the
Wolves’ defence. Despite
their best effort, the Wolves
lost nine to three to Davenport.
Despite this taste of defeat,
the Wolves can still be proud
of their performance Friday
evening and will carry that
energy into Adrian College
for their meeting with the
seventeenth ranked Bulldogs.
Both games will be in Adrian
on Thursday and Saturday.

Wolves face Concordia in
close game
BY CIEARA WILSON
STAFF REPORTER

BY SAMANTHA ELLIOTT
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

When the Red Wings lost
2-7 to the Canadiens on January 25, Facebook exploded
with complaints of the horrible loss and how disappointed everyone was with
the team.
As a huge Wings’ fan myself, yes, I was slightly taken
aback by the surprising loss.
But was I mad? Only at

Super Bowl
preview
BY CHRIS ZADOROZNY
STAFF REPORTER

BY ALEX MICH
STAFF REPORTER

The Wolves hockey team
hosted the Panthers of Davenport University over the
past weekend. The Wolves
knew they had a tough battle
ahead of them as the Panthers
were the thirteenth ranked
team coming into the weekend. Despite that, the Wolves
were ready to shock the
GLCHL over the weekend.
The first game on Friday
was simply an even match
between these two titans.
The score was tied at two
after the first period with
goals from Kyle Papke on the
power play, and Anthony
Olsen later on in the period.
The second period would see
the same result as the Wolves
continued to match the Panthers goal for goal. This
time, Jeremy Klotz would
score early in the period and
Brandon Contratto’s power
play goal would come late in
the period to keep the score at
four apiece.
It was a very physical
game throughout, as a total of
thirty-two penalties would be
called on both teams throughout the match. The Wolves
continued their physical play,
taking seventeen penalties
throughout the contest. This
would come to harm the
Wolves as they were penalised seven times in the
third period, including being
short-handed in the last two
minutes of play.
Josh Khan had a very difficult battle that evening facing, sixty shots. However,
Davenport would jump out to

10

was this past Sunday.
Tom Brady and Eli
Manning were second and
third in the league in
passer rating, while the Giants had two of the top
five rushing leaders in the
league: Ahmad Bradshaw
and Brandon Jacobs. Hakeem Nicks and Victor
Cruz of the Giants are two
of the top five receivers in
the league. The New York
Giants have the best offense in the league, while
New England ranks third.
The Patriots rank higher
on defense though, with
the second best defense in
the league. The Giants
have the sixth best defense
in the league.
Quarterback Tom Brady
leads his team, 12th season
out of Michigan. Tight
ends Rob Gronkowski and
Aaron Hernandez are two
of the weapons used by the
Patriots. They also have
wide
receivers
Wes
Welker, Chad Ochocinco,
and Deion Branch. Benjarvus Green-Ellis and
Danny Woodhead lead the
Patriots running game.
On the Giants side of
the ball, other than quarterback Eli Manning out of
Mississippi, they have a
massive running game,
with a big passing game.
Jake Ballard is their main
tight end, followed by
Bradshaw and Jacobs in
the running game. Nicks
and Cruz lead the way in
the passing game, but they
have a dark horse in former Michigan wide receiver Mario Manningham.
Both teams have Michigan connections. As mentioned before, the Patriots
have Tom Brady, but they
also have punter Zoltan
Mesko. The Giants have
Manningham, as well as
center David Baas.
It will be a battle of the
Patriots defense against
the Giants offense.
It
should be a close game, as
both have highly experienced offenses.
Both
teams have a fair shot at
this game, and it could
come down to just a field
goal, maybe a touchdown.
Super Bowl XLVI will be
one heck of a game, with a
lot of storylines, big
matchups, and big plays.
The commercials won’t be
too bad either. Prediction:
Patriots- 27 Giants- 24

ence. The Wings sit at the
top of the entire League.
Number one, no one ahead
of them.
For those of you still
doubting, I’ll leave you with
this. When the Wings gave
up four goals in the first period to the Canadiens in
1997, we ended the year
with the Cup. The last time
they lead the league in
points going in to the All
Star break, we ended the
year with the Cup.
So, am I the slightest bit
worried if they lose a game
by a large margin? Absolutely not. Am I counting
down the days until the Cup
comes back to where it belongs this summer? Well, we
all know my answer to that
one.
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