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On Wednesday, the Student
Philanthropy Council set up
designated areas for students
to sign thank-you cards for
various donors in the Univer-
sity Center, the College of
Business/School of Educa-
tion, and CASL in celebration
of their 2nd annual Tuition
Freedom Day.

So, what is Tuition Free-
dom Day?

Tuition Freedom Day
marks the time of the aca-
demic year that your tuition
dollars stop paying for your
education, and the rest of the
semester is funded by dona-
tions received from various
businesses, faculty/staff,
alumni and community mem-
bers.

UM-D Senior Iffa Kazi ex-
plained that if one were to col-
lect all the tuition money used
toward student education any
given year, they’d only have
enough to get halfway
through.

“From here on out, for the
rest of the fiscal year, the rest
of our education relies upon
state funding, staff donations,
etc.,” said Kazi. “This day is
to celebrate the fact that we as
students only have to pay 75%
of our tuition, the other [25%]
is subsidized by the donations
of others.”

At first glance, passersby
were reluctant to stop, but
after hearing a little more
about what Tuition Freedom
Day was, many were eager to
show their support.

“We like to show that our
campus cares,” said Kazi. “So
many students are surprised
and shocked about how many
people actually give back and
I’d like to believe that they’re
signing these cards because
they’re truly inspired.”

Many students were under
the impression that financial
matters started and ended with
their Federal Student Aid
forms. Not quite.

As mentioned, funds re-
ceived through FAFSA only
account for half of the aca-

demic year, the rest is subsi-
dized by outside support—
people of the community that
many students may never see.

In addition to the cards, the
Student Philanthropy Council
riddled campus grounds with
300 signs along the walkways
in order to spread more factual
information about how tuition
here really works, in the hopes
of showing homage to those
donors who give without
being formally recognized.
They also provided a banner
for students to sign for the
UM-D Faculty Senate.

“The professors really
loved it when we hand deliv-
ered cards and presented gifts
last year,” said Kazi. “Many
appreciated the way we were
raising awareness of the dedi-
cation our faculty and staff has
for U of M-Dearborn.”

This year, the Student Phi-
lanthropy Council gathered
some 835 signatures for their
cards, and 170 for the banner.

“I’m happy and content
with those numbers!” said
Kazi.

After 30 years of intro-
ducing UM-Dearborn stu-
dents to the rich history of
Renaissance and Baroque art
and architecture, two-time
Distinguished Teacher Dr.
Shelley Perlove has retired. 

“Shelley Perlove is quite
possibly one of the best pro-
fessors that I had while at
UM-Dearborn,” said Krystal
Caldwell, an Art History
alumna. “Her passion and
excitement for art is conta-
gious, making sometimes
mundane topics seem excit-
ing. It takes a special person
to do that.”

Beyond her work in the
classroom, Dr. Perlove has
been an active researcher.
She recently served as a con-
sultant for the Detroit Insti-
tute of Art’s exhibit,

“Rembrandt and the Face of
Jesus,” contributing an essay
for the catalogue and her
voice to the audio tour. She
has also published seven
books and exhibition cata-
logues, as well as numerous
articles in international jour-
nals.

Dr. Perlove has also spent
the past 20 years organizing
annual European art and ar-
chitecture tours to places
like Paris, Prague, and
Rome. Dr. Perlove spends
roughly two years planning
every aspect of each trip to
ensure travelers have a once
in a lifetime experience.

“I was honored to join
her on one of her trips and
not only because it was
Paris,” Caldwell said. “Her
firsthand knowledge of the
city, the places and the art
was amazing.”

“Being able to go into the

Social media has been
buzzing this week about a new
video that has gone viral and
is quickly raising awareness
amongst the online commu-
nity. In a 30 minute presenta-
tion, KONY 2012 explains the
horrific events occurring in
Uganda because of a man
named Joseph Kony and his
mission to capture children
and bring them to fight for
him in his Lord’s Resistance
Army.

The video, which currently
has over 70 million views,
was created by the non-profit

advocacy group Invisible
Children in order to raise
awareness about Kony and his
crimes. The video was created
and narrated by Invisible Chil-
dren co-founder Jason Rus-
sell, who encourages people to
make Kony’s name known
and visible to everyone, espe-
cially politicians who have the
power to deploy forces, arrest
him, and stop the army.

The atrocities of Kony’s
crimes are described in the
video through Jacob, a friend
of Jason’s who grew up in
Uganda. Jacob witnessed the
horrors firsthand when he was
forced to become part of
Kony’s army, where he saw

the murder of his own brother
by Kony’s forces. Children in
the army are treated brutally,
Russell says in the video.
Young boys are given guns
and turned into miniature sol-
diers, young girls are turned
into sex slaves, some chil-
dren’s faces are mutilated, and
they are forced to kill their
own parents.

Invisible Children encour-
ages everyone to spread the
word and make Kony notori-
ous, famous, and well-known.
The video asks that everyone

Louvre on a day that it was
closed to the public and to
observe the masterpieces
that I had studied for so long
without interruption is some-
thing that I know could not
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Mich. legislators propose $10,000 grant for students

Apple introduces new iPad
and Apple TV

Michigan Senate Democ-
rats announced a planned
grant program to help pay un-
dergraduate tuition for resi-
dents of the state this
January.

If passed, the Michigan
2020 plan would make all
Michigan high school gradu-
ates eligible for up to $9,575
per year to attend any public
university or community col-
lege in the state, according to
the Michigan Senate Democ-
rats website, www.michi-
gan2020.com. To remain
eligible, students would have
to maintain a minimum 2.0

GPA. Those with yearly tu-
ition greater than the amount
of the grant would be re-
quired to cover the differ-
ence.  

For example, according to
collegedata.com, University
of Michigan Ann-Arbor stu-
dents would fall $683 short
on tuition if they received a
full grant, and would still re-
quire about another $13,000
for a year’s worth of room
and board and other fees.
Meanwhile, UM-Dearborn
students would only need to
come up with about $900 if
given a full grant, and stu-
dents of many other state uni-
versities and community
colleges would find their tu-

ition fully covered. The full
grant amount is based on
Michigan’s current median
tuition level, $9,575.

According to the Senate
Democrats website, the plan,
which would cost $1.8 bil-
lion, would be “funded by re-
ducing the outdated and
ineffective business tax loop-
holes and credits that are put
into law by special interests
lobbyists.” A fact sheet on the
site states that Michigan
“gives up over $35 billion an-
nually on tax expenditures,”
and that the plan would be
funded by cutting just a 10%
portion out of that expendi-
ture.

Funding Michigan 2020

would not require raising any
taxes, one point Senate De-
mocrats hope will help it go
the distance.  The plan re-
quires the approval of the
Michigan Legislature as well
as Governor Rick Snyder’s
signature before passage. The
governor has a history of sup-
porting waste reduction in
taxing infrastructure, another
reason the Senate Democrats
hope their plan will succeed.

In a further attempt to
draw public support and at-
tention to the plan, Senate
Democrats have launched the
#mi2020 Scholarship Com-
petition. The competition en-
courages Michigan high
school seniors to “create a

short video that explains why
we need to enact the Michi-
gan 2020 Plan,” according to
its website,
www.mi2020video.com. En-
trants must be planning to at-
tend a Michigan university or
community college next year.
The winner of the competi-
tion will receive a $10,000
scholarship to cover their
first year’s tuition.

Those who cannot enter
the competition and still want
to help spread the word can
v i s i t
www.michigan2020.com/in-
volved.php to send a letter to
elected officials and share the
plan on Facebook, Twitter
and through email.

Perlove 
continued from page 1
have been possible without
her,” continued Caldwell. 

In addition to other hon-
ors, Dr. Perlove also won the
UM-Dearborn Distinguished
Research award in 2011, has
served as the President of
the Midwest Art History So-
ciety, and is currently on the
Board of Directors of the
Historians of Netherlandish
Art.

“While it is sad to hear
that she is leaving, I wish her
the absolute best with what-
ever plans she has for retire-
ment,” Caldwell said. “I
know she will approach it
with the gusto she gives
everything else.” 

Apple announced upgrades
to its iPad and Apple TV prod-
uct lines at Wednesday's
media event in San Francisco.

"The new iPad," as Apple
calls it, features a Retina Dis-
play, a 5-megapixel “iSight”
camera, LTE, and voice dicta-
tion. The new display, its
biggest feature, boasts a 2048-
by-1536 resolution, higher
than a typical 1080p televi-
sion.

In addition, the iPad is
powered by Apple's A5X
processor chip, which has
quad-core graphics. This will
make game playing, graphic-
intensive apps, and video
playback more responsive in
use.

Tim Cook, CEO of Apple
Inc., said that Apple has three
post-PC product lines, the
iPod, iPhone and iPad.  This is
the third installment of the

iPad product line that has had
large success since its intro-
duction in April 2010.

"In many ways, the iPad is
reinventing portable comput-
ing and it's outstripping the
wildest of predictions," said
Cook. Launching Friday,
March 16, the device still of-
fers 10 hours of battery life
like its predecessor.

Upgrades announced for
the new Apple TV will feature
1080p video and a new
streamlined user interface. In
addition, many enhancements
have been included, such as
improved integration with
third-party apps, a photo
stream, and recommendations
based on the titles you watch.
For $99, the product will also
launch on March 16.

Jobs, who passed away in
October 2011, said he
"cracked" the television indus-
try in his biography, written
by Walter Isaacson. The prod-
uct has been "a hobby" for the

tech company ever since its
introduction in January 2007.
It has been said that Jobs left a
4-year product timeline for the
company.

Software announcements
made at the media event in-
cludes the launching of iPhoto
for iPad, which will allow
users to easily edit their pho-
tographs on the device. This
further eliminates the need to
transfer photos to a computer
for quick edits. Apple said the
app can handle photos up to
19-megapixels.

iTunes 10.6 and iOS 5.1
also launched on Wednesday.
The latest phone software up-
grade includes a redesigned
camera app, Japanese support
for Siri, and the upgrade will
allow users to delete photos
from their Photo Stream.

You can watch the entire
Apple Keynote presentation
on their website by going to
w w w. a p p l e . c o m / a p p l e -
events/march-2012.

KONY 2012 
continued from page 1

donate money to the cause and
receive a Kony 2012 Action
Kit, which includes a t-shirt, a
Kony bracelet, an action
guide, stickers, a button, and
posters. However, the due to
the video going viral, the In-
visible Children site currently
can not accept orders for the
kits because they do not have
enough products to fulfill the
demand.

Although the KONY 2012
video was only released sev-
eral days ago, it has already
been subject to media back-
lash from several sites regard-
ing its spending practices. It
received harsh criticism from
a blog, Visible Children, in
which blogger Grant Oyston
suggests that if people want to
take action against Joseph
Kony, they should definitely
be doing their research before
deciding to donate to Invisible
Children or to any other char-
ity. Oyston mentions that Rus-
sell and the Invisible Children

team have been appreciative
of his criticism. However,
Oyston also questions Russell
and the rest of the Invisible
Children team’s spending
practices in regards to their
donation funds on his blog. In
one of his blogs, Oyston says,
“As an aside, Jason offered to
fly me out to San Diego to
meet with IC, and later in the
conversation, offered to fly
me to visit their projects in
Africa. It would’ve cost Invis-
ible Children at least $3,000 in
flights alone. I would’ve loved
to go, but said no only because
if I donated to IC, I wouldn’t
want my money going to-
wards flying a blogger to

Africa.”
Invisible Children has fired

back at the criticism of misuse
of funds, saying, “There have
been hundreds of thousands of
comments in support of the ar-
rest of Joseph Kony and the
work of Invisible Children.
There have been pieces writ-
ten that are putting out false or
misleading information about
these efforts. Invisible Chil-
dren's mission is to stop LRA
violence and support the war-
affected communities in East
and Central Africa.” There are
the three ways we achieve this
mission; each is essential.”

To view the video, go to
www.kony2012.com.



NNEEWWSS

CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

March 13, 2012

The Michigan Journal / 3

VVOOLL.. XXLLII,, NNOO.. 1199

BY STEPHANIE SALVADERO
STAFF WRITER

Feminist Coming Out Day raises
awareness of gender inequality

Goodwill hunting?

UM-Dearborn instrumental in
Polar Plunge fundraising

BY TAYLOR HAWKINS
STAFF REPORTER

BY DIANA NADER
GUEST REPORTER

How often have you
heard the term “Feminazi”
or “angry feminist” in refer-
ence to those speaking out
for women’s rights? How
many people know what
feminism even is? UM-
Dearborn Women In Learn-
ing and Leadership (WILL)
sought to answer questions
and break these stereotypes
with Feminist Coming Out
Day on March 8.

WILL gave students, fac-
ulty, and staff a chance to
offer their own definitions
of feminism on a bulletin
board and to “come out” as
a feminist for a photo col-
lage. “This is what a femi-
nist looks like!” stickers
and signs were handed out
and feminist films were
screened in 1030 CASL.

“Some people were hesi-
tant to identify with femi-
nism because they ‘support
equal rights but don’t hate

men’ or ‘like to shave,’”
said Sociology major and
WILL member Sarah
Bazzetta. “So it seems the
event was extremely impor-
tant because people still
don’t understand what fem-
inism is.”

Feminist Coming Out
Day began as a 2010 project
from Harvard University
students. Tired of limited
portrayals and wanting to
raise awareness for equality
issues, a queer student club
and feminist organization

teamed up to create the day.
It was set on March 8, Inter-
national Women’s Day.

“People need to be aware
that there is more than one
definition of feminism-- it
is what you, as an individ-
ual, choose to make it,” said
Imani Byrd, the WILL stu-
dent who directed the event.
“Ultimately it means that
you support equality be-
tween males and females...
ANYONE can be a femi-
nist.” 

Photos Courtesy of:  Chene Koppitz 

Photos Courtesy of:  Special Olympics Michigan 

Provost and Vice Chancellor of Academic Affairs Catherine Davy Student places her definition of feminism on the board

After last month’s
highly debated and widely
publicized meeting with
the Dearborn Zoning
Board of Appeals (ZBA),
Public Relation Director of
Goodwill Industries Mark
Lane issued the following
statement:

“We appreciate the
strong support we have re-
ceived in Dearborn from
citizens and the business
community for locating an
upscale resale shop in a
space vacant for more than
a decade. We respect the
Planning Commission's
process and Goodwill In-
dustries of Greater Detroit
continues to believe that
this location would be an
excellent spot for one of
our upscale resale stores.
In the meantime, Goodwill
is exploring options in
other Metro Detroit com-
munities that are interested
in creating jobs and sup-

porting our mission of
helping our community be-
come trained, trusted and
ready to work.”

The tenacious non-profit
company goes in front of
the ZBA for a third time on
Monday at 7pm, after hav-
ing been deadlocked and
tabled for the past two
months.  When asked
specifically about Com-
missioner Siwick’s seem-
ingly hostile approach
regarding Goodwill, Lane
replied, “I’m not into poli-
tics, I'm into helping peo-
ple."

Residents and business
owners will turn out to
weigh-in and see if all of
the elected commissioners
attend or if the issue is
locked-out yet again.
Goodwill is scheduled to
be the fourth issue on the
agenda and the Michigan
Journal will bring you a
full report on what prom-
ises to be an interesting
meeting.

With help from University
of Michigan-Dearborn stu-
dents, the sixth annual Detroit
Polar Plunge raised approxi-
mately $170,000 for Special
Olympics of Michigan
(SOMI) athletes on February
18.

Proceeds go to over 21,000
children and adults with intel-
lectual disabilities to help
them train and attend sports
competitions year round, for
no cost.

Through sports, SOMI en-
deavors to help these athletes
“participate and receive re-
spect as members of their
communities,” according to
their website
(http://www.somi.org/). The
Polar Plunge is a unique fund-
raising opportunity for SOMI.
SOMI supporters raise $75
per person to be able to plunge
into the freezing waters of a
Michigan lake in the name of
Special Olympics athletes.

Taking place in cities all
across Michigan, the Polar
Plunge series is made possible
by the Law Enforcement
Torch Run, a group of law en-
forcement officers and correc-
tions department employees
throughout the state of Michi-
gan.

The Polar Plunge first came
to Detroit in 2006, and accord-
ing to Ashley Diersch, SOMI
Development Manager, UM-
Dearborn has been a great
supporter over the past couple
of years.

“It has been extremely
helpful to the growth of the
plunge,” explained Diersch.
“In the past three years, the
Detroit Polar Plunge has in-
creased by over $120,000.

This year’s total of $170,000
is the most we have raised and
it is the largest in the state!”

Thanks to the plungers, ath-
letes are able to reap many
benefits from the Special
Olympics: teamwork, com-
munication skills, a sense of
inclusion, and increased self-
confidence.

“Who wouldn’t want to do-
nate their time and money for
such a great cause?” said
Susan Jamison, President of
Kappa Omega Chi Sorority at
UM-Dearborn. “The Greek
Leadership Council really
drove home the importance of
supporting the Polar Plunge

and raising money for the
Special Olympics.”

For the sixth year in a row,
students helped out in the
parking lot, at the changing
areas, and on the docks.

“It is important that the
plungers continue to stay in-
volved and raise these funds
because the sports provide so
much to the athletes,” stressed
Diersch.

Although the last plunges
are taking place in Kalamazoo
and Marquette this Saturday,
March 17, donations will be
collected online for the next
three months.
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I’m sure by now that
most of you have seen the In-
ternet phenomenon that has
been the Kony 2012 cam-
paign. It swept the world in
what seemed like an overnight
success. Currently it is sitting
on YouTube with over 74 mil-
lion views. Let us tell you why
this campaign is a total scam.

The first five minutes
are completely irrelevant to
the point of the film. The point
is to draw attention to Joseph
Kony, not to talk about social
media and how it is changing
the world. Showing us your
cute kid to try to illicit a posi-
tive emotion is a cheap trick.
The audience literally has no
idea who Joseph Kony is until
eight minutes into the film.

It is one thing to ac-
tually make a point and show
people that are suffering
(which the video did, for
about 4 minutes total) but
sticking your cute kid into the
frame as your device to ex-
plain to the audience what is
going on is nothing short of
insulting.

“What do I do for a
job?” “You stop the bad guys
from being mean!” Seriously?
Yes let us boil down the com-
plex history of Africa and ex-
plain it to the audience as if
they were five years old, that
will show them. The video
completely ignores Uganda’s
history of colonization, inde-
pendence, the current dictator-
ship, the Ugandan army and

the UN’s involvement. Not to
mention the laughably terrible
rating the Invisible Children
organization received from in-
ternational institutions on
non-profit organizations
(more on that in a second).

This video was noth-
ing more than a play on the
emotions of the people view-
ing it, constantly putting out a
“good guys vs. bad guys” sce-
nario when the actual situation
is anything but that simple.
The sad songs, sad video
clips, and chanting of slogans
try to evoke emotion, and they
definitely succeeded. Face-
book was a testament to the
weakness of human emotions
shortly after this video sur-
faced.

The one thing that
this film actually accom-
plishes is basically alerting the
world that this guy is a damn
good filmmaker. It is a bit dis-
concerting that so many peo-
ple immediately clicked
“share” on their Facebooks
and attached a cliché line say-
ing “TOGETHER WE CAN
MAKE A DIFFERENCE”
without actually knowing
what they were supporting.

The Invisible Chil-
dren organization has been
called “misleading” “naïve”
and “dangerous” by a Yale po-
litical science professor, Chris
Blattman. Foreign Affairs said
that the organization has also
manipulated facts for strategic
business purposes. It is not
hard to find the organization’s
public financial records either,
they give a whopping 31% of

their profits to actually help-
ing people and the rest goes to
pay for the three people who
run the organization’s travel
bills (nearly $1 million in the
last year alone) and to fund
their film business – which is
the easiest way for them to
make money.

When all is said and
done, it is true that Joseph
Kony and the Lord’s Resist-
ance Army are terrible people
and they need to be stopped,
but selling bracelets, spread-
ing this video, and putting up
posters are not the actions
needed. The American people
are up in arms and are calling
for the United States govern-
ment to do something about
the situation, some even ask-
ing for military action.

Starting another war is not
going to solve anything. Ac-
cording to a November article
in Foreign Affairs, the United
States is already plenty in-
volved in seeking out Kony
and his band of “bad guys,”
some even believe he might
already be dead. Even with
Kony out of the picture,  how-
ever, the LRA will not fall
apart. If you really want to
help search out the other or-
ganizations that are trying to
accomplish the same thing but
are actually giving their
money towards their cause.

The Daily What said it best,
“The bottom line is, research
your causes thoroughly. Do
not just forward a random
video to a stranger because a
mass-murderer makes a five-
year-old ‘sad.’

Kony? More like phonies
WWoorrdd
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“They should have threw #projectm in the hood. You know the po-
lice never show up there.”

Drew
@Drew_Smooth

“I think the movie was just a waste to show woman's sexual fea-
tures. It was not even a movie”

Anwar Beydoun
@AnwarXC08

“I saw multiple 'Project M's on Craigslist. Either way, you're asking
for trouble w/police once you advertise on the interwebs.”

Taylor Hawkins
@TailorHawkins

“I think it's cool that he got a potential job out of it!”Emmy Cooper
@emmy_coops

Follow The Michigan Journal’s 
Official Word of Mouth Twitter feed

@UMDMJWOM
and answer the weekly 

Word of Mouth 
questions with your opinions!

Election reflections

Once again elections are
upon us.  Keeping the stu-
dent informed is a top prior-
ity for me (Mike Brennan),
so I’m going to include Alex
Mich in on this column and
we are going to hash out the
dos, don’ts, rules,  and witty
banter about this “interest-
ing” time

First off, we have the run-
ning parties, One Michigan
Coalition (led by Dennis
Lienhardt),  Simple Needs
Party (led by Jacob Collison)
, and Student Voice (led by
Matt Ainsworth).

AM:  You should proba-
bly include the e-boards.

MB: Nobody cares.
AM: Very well.
MB:  Alex,  thoughts on

OMC?
AM: They have made a

great effort to improve the
image of SG,  I know I have
“bashed” them throughout
the past few weeks,  but they
have done quite a bit to en-
hance student life.

MB:  Really?  I haven’t
noticed much of an impact
from them,  other than Dave
Knezek being the man. Then
again, I’ve worked all se-
mester.

AM:  Yes,  it is difficult to
believe they have influenced

life outside of the second
floor,  but they did. 

MB:  …Fine, how about
SNP.   Jacob seems to have
taken his grassroots move-
ment from last year, and
made it a bit more main-
stream.

AM:  I am interested to
see how he plays his cards. 

MB:  Yeah, me too,   Fi-
nally we have SV.  Once
again,  I am interested to see
how Matt runs his campaign.

AM:  Yeah,  considering
they are running absolutely
no public campaign,  I want
to see how they do.

MB:  Onto the platforms.
AM: Here we go…lets

start with OMC.  First of all,
how do you implement a stu-
dent judiciary that hasn’t
been approved yet?

MB: And get everyone on
board and comfortable with
the idea...

AM:  How do you revamp
the 2nd floor of the library,
where is the funding coming
from,  what do you  expect to
do?

MB:  More beanbags and
outlets?  Less rent-a-cops?

Take notes guys,  take
notes.

AM:  Also, how do you
speed up the room reserva-
tion process?  can you hire
more Aaron Sarvers? 

MB: LOLZ at SAB,  now
SNP.

AM:  Jacob’s revamped
party still has less senators
than the newly formed Stu-
dent Voice party.  Clearly, he

AM: I hate campaigning,
I feel like a mosquito.  My
last year campaigning,  I
skipped out on it.

MB:  I’m really surprised
to see long graduated alumni
show back up for campaign-
ing just because their former
organizations are endorsing
a certain party. Move on bro,
move on.    

AM: Haha,  yeah… It has-
n’t happened as often in the
past few years,  but I remem-
ber when you almost went
toe to toe with various “dis-
tinguished” (their words, not
mine) alumni.

MB: Also,  students
should consider themselves
lucky,  this year, voting will
be held  via UM-D Email,
this Friday. 

AM: Thank God.
MB: The past years found

a lot of students in CASL,
ELB, COB, and SSB being
bombarded by boisterous
colleagues trying to impose
their UM-D socio-political
values onto each other.

AM: Yes,  I think my soul
finally recovered from sell-
ing out to SG for those years.

MB: Mine is on its way to
recovery.

AM: Well, in closing,
make sure you read the plat-
forms carefully before you
vote. As our sportswriter,
Ben Szilagy, would say, “GO
OUT AND DO SOME-
THING PRODUCTIVE.”

MB: Screw that, write me
in as prez, I need the tuition,
and stipend (beer money).

did a better job with a fake
candidate last year.

MB:  True,  I miss Bob
Clayton.   

AM: (sighs) Yes,  also,  he
wants to promote Course
Tools…

MB: You mean CTools?
I think any student who

takes COMP knows about
CTools.

AM:  Jacob has talked
about raising student activity
fees, yet his campaign poster
says Raising Student Ac-
tivites?

MB: GRAMMAR FAIL.
AM: I like the idea of the

increased printers and Wi-Fi
connectivity.

MB:  Yes,  something
every party unanimously
agrees needs to be fixed.
Now onto Stude…

AM: I HAVE ONE
MORE THING

MB: Fine…go.
AM: Access to SG offi-

cials. Clearly someone
thinks SG is not accessible
to students,  I wonder if
everyone feels the same way.

MB: Now Student Voice?
Good!   I really haven’t

seen their platform.
AM: Pssh,  me neither, I

am curious to see what they
have to offer. I went to High
School with Matt,  he could
be as good as Teddy Roo-
sevelt.

MB: Or a good teddy
bear,  he is a great leader
when it comes to CVN.
Now onto the campaigning

rants.

So, the next time after you
work out (especially you guys
who are just starting), I want
you to do something for me. I
want you to strip down to your
underwear and look at your-
self in the mirror. No, I am not
trying to be a pervert or
creepy. It’s worked really well
for me and I think it’s some-
thing everyone should try.

Now I say this to all the
people who regularly read this
column (all two of you), to say
that you need to get your con-
fidence up after you workout.
It’s really easy to drop or fall
out of a routine because you
don’t think that it’s working,
but this is a way you can tell it
really is. For one thing, your
muscles swell every time you
move them out of the normal
range of motion repetitively,
i.e working out. This is most
evident right after your work-
out, so you look more buff or
toned.

Another reason to do this
is that your endorphins are up
and you are more likely to be
in a good mood. This means
you’re more likely to notice
parts of your body that you
like rather than things you
don’t like. For example, I have
little arms and little to no
upper body strength, which I
don’t really like. But after a
good run, the muscles in my
legs are huge and they make
me feel powerful and strong,
so I forget my arms for a
while.

Now, I know what some
of you are thinking, “I don’t
have any good aspects of my
body.” For one, you do.
Everyone has something they

like about their body, regard-
less of size and shape. And it
doesn’t have to be huge or a
muscle group. You can have
cute ears, pretty eyes, great
skin or a Marilyn Monroe
mole.  

Also say what you like
out loud, even if it’s a whisper.
Because saying it out loud
will cause you to actually
think about what you physi-
cally like and why and that’s
going to make you happy. Just
starting off with “My name is
____ and I have a really nice
___” is perfect.

Now here’s the other side
of the coin. After you’re all
jazzed up about that one thing
that you love about yourself,
pick the thing that you would
like to work on. Note, I didn’t
say “the thing that you hate
about your body.” I said the
thing that you want to work
on. Think of it as spreading
the sexy from one point to an-
other.  

And then do it.
If I want bigger arms, I’m

just going to have to lift more,
not dwell on the fact that I
don’t like them. The same
goes for anything else. Again
say what you want to do out
loud. “My name is ___ and I
have a nice ___ and soon I
will have (a) nice ____ too.”

If you keep doing this,
not only is it a fun way to
measure your workout goals,
but it will also give a confi-
dence boost if you are in the
right mentality. And that con-
fidence is sexier than any
body type. 

So I hope this advice helps
you as much as it helps me.

And remember--
YOU’RE SEXY AND

YOU KNOW IT!

Looking in the Mirror

The views presented, unless otherwise noted, are of the individual authors and do not
necessarily represent those of The Michigan Journal Editorial Board, the University of

Michigan-Dearborn faculty, or administration.
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As someone who lauds the
benefits of informal educa-
tion, I will sincerely advocate
podcast subscription to any-
one willing to listen (although
most people aren’t – womp
womp). By watching or lis-
tening to biweekly podcast
episodes such as Ted Talks,
Stuff You Should Know, and
Indiefeed (just to name a few
of my favorites), I am able to
enjoy hearing about topics,
people, places, and move-
ments that I never would have
encountered otherwise. And
I’m learning without even re-
alizing it – it’s every teacher’s
dream come true!

It was while listening to
one such podcast about a year
ago that I initially encoun-
tered the philosophy and
lifestyle of freeganism. The
term itself is derived from a
combination of the words
“free” and “vegan”. In the
words of the official freegan-
ism website,
www.freegan.info:

“Freeganism is a total boy-
cott of an economic system
where the profit motive has
eclipsed ethical considera-
tions and where massively
complex systems of produc-
tions ensure that all the prod-
ucts we buy will have
detrimental impacts most of
which we may never even
consider. Thus, instead of
avoiding the purchase of
products from one bad com-
pany only to support another,
we avoid buying anything to
the greatest degree we are
able….Freegans embrace
community, generosity, social
concern, freedom, coopera-
tion, and sharing in opposi-
tion to a society based on
materialism, moral apathy,
competition, conformity, and
greed.”

Essentially, freegans be-

lieve that in today’s capitalist
society where people are
pushed to consume, consume,
consume, there is no way to
escape the system that sup-
ports this disgustingly flawed
sort of corporate rule. In their
mind, the retail clerk who
rings up the price tag on a
luxurious fur coat is just as
guilty of animal cruelty as the
poacher who shot down the
creature.

To solve this problem, and
to avoid supporting this sys-
tem altogether, those who
subscribe to freeganism only
buy what is absolutely neces-
sary. They also advocate for
eco-friendly transportation by
avoiding petroleum-powered
vehicles at all costs, and some
even become squatters to
avoid paying for rent and to
protest the abandonment of
perfectly usable buildings.

When I initially heard
about this movement of sorts,
I was entranced. Hey, I
thought to myself, I like to re-
cycle. I can get down with
some rage against the corpo-
rate machine. I don’t like
spending money, and I’m big
on community. This could
work out very well, I thought.
Perhaps embracing my more
freegan side is the way to go.
It’s official, I proclaimed to
the world: I’m going freegan.

However, my more ra-
tional side then proceeded to
put my more impulsive de-
meanor in a full-nelson, to the
point where I found myself
plunking in front of my lap-
top to do some background
research. What was this
movement really all about? If
I was truly going to go free-
gan, what exactly did that en-
tail?

My question was quickly
answered when I clicked on
the link to freegan.info and
discovered a picture of a
bunch of adults dumpster div-
ing for food.

Because, folks, when I say
that freegans only buy what is
absolutely necessary, I mean
it. Waste reclamation and
waste minimization are their
two biggest core values. Free-
gans recognize that our mate-
rialistic culture is bombarded
with messages to replace
things that are perfectly us-
able with newer, “improved”
models. Hence, they often
“urban forage” (which is ap-
parently the politically correct
term for dumpster diving) for
anything from food to
clothes, toiletries, music, of-
fice supplies, furniture…I
could go on. I mean, when it
comes down to it, freegans re-
ally don’t spend money at all.
They don’t need to. They can
find their meals, clothes, and
anything else they need to
live easily enough in the
trash. Some freegans take this
philosophy even farther, re-
treating to the woods to live
in hand-hewn huts, creating
and using their own stone
tools, and obtaining all they
need to survive from nature
itself.

Now I am sure the major-
ity of you are wrinkling your
noses in disgust, picturing
dirty, overweight hobos rum-
maging through trash for
half-eaten onions and brown
banana peels.

However, this is not the
case for most freegans. Fol-
lowing the myth of expiration
dates, several people will
throw away food that has
been unopened, still in the
packaging or boxes and per-
fectly eatable (if you don’t
believe me, Google it – it’s a
fact that most foods are safe
to consume up to a week or
more after the expiration
date). It is this kind of
garbage that the freegan for-
ages for. The food selection
may not be as fresh as it was
at the supermarket, but it is
still certainly edible.

Because the need to spend
money is virtually eliminated
by becoming a freegan, one
of their core values is work-
ing less. “Once we realize
that it’s not a few bad prod-
ucts or a few egregious com-
panies responsible for the
social and ecological abuses
in our world but rather the en-
tire system we are working in,
we begin to realize that, as
workers, we are cogs in a ma-
chine of violence, death, ex-
ploitation, and destruction.”
Freegans believe we are share
the blame of this cycle of per-
petual cruelty simply by
being employed within the
system. By working less (or
not working at all), one can
spend more time with family
and friends, and be better able
to focus not only on the com-
munity but the environment
as well.

At this point in my prelim-
inary research, not only had I
hopped off the bandwagon,
but I had leapt from the mov-
ing train and ran away from it
as fast as I could. Digging
through old food for meals?
Quitting my job? No thank
you! I plan on becoming a
professional someday, and
that kind of lifestyle does not
tout returning to our hunter-
gatherer societal roots. And
I’m sorry, I know the whole
concept of rent-free housing
is kickass, but I do not see
squatters as secret community
activists with a cause. Hasta
la vista, short-lived freegan-
ism. It was fun while it lasted,
but we really weren’t meant
to be.

But I couldn’t shake the
feeling that there was some-
thing substantial here. There
was a reason that I was ini-
tially so enthralled by the phi-
losophy of the freegans; I just
had to figure out what exactly
that was.

I’m going to be honest.
Most hard-core freegans are

probably white kids from the
‘burbs who saw the road of
quiet desperation ahead of
them and got cold feet. They
didn’t like it, and who could
blame them? The American
dream of old is not, and has
never been, for everyone.
While some college kids went
to Ivy Leagues and bought
mansions on the coast with
their trophy wives, their best
friends from high school
hitch-hiked to California to
join the revolution at Haight
and Ashbury. This series of
role playing is just as preva-
lent now as it was in the
1960’s.

Sometimes the years of
suburban angst and frustra-
tion are answered by the call
of the wild. Disenfranchise-
ment sucks. I’m not going to
judge the freegan population
for their basic desire to lead a
lifestyle better and more ethi-
cal than the one their parents
led behind their white picket
fences. Isn’t that what every-
one wants?

And frankly, there are cer-
tain aspects of freeganism
that do have a place in “nor-
mal” lives. Take, for instance,
the tried and true mantra of
reduce, reuse, recycle. We
have all heard this thousands
of times, but does anyone re-
ally practice it? Do you take
recycling further than Kobe-
ing your empty Gatorade bot-
tle into the blue bin on the
other side of the classroom?
And how often have you
bought a new cell phone or
iPod or laptop when the one
you had, while not being in
the best condition, still
worked well enough? Did
you know that most people
wear 20% of the clothes they
have 80% of the time? As a
society, we purchase so many
items that we do not need.
Reducing this materialistic
consumerism can work won-
ders on corporate America.

Learn to properly dispose of
your waste, and donate things
you no longer have a need for.

Don’t be scared of trash
picking, either. The collection
of old school desks in my
basement is thanks to a local
school placing the furniture
on the curb. And I could not
tell you how many times my
brothers and I, as children,
collected empty refrigerator
boxes on trash days and
played in them for hours.
People often place perfectly
usable furniture and other
home goods on the curbs with
signs that say “FREE” for a
reason. There are also web-
sites, such as www.freecy-
cle.com and the “Free”
section of Craigslist, where
the aspiring freegan can lo-
cate some needed items with-
out spending a dime.

At the end of the day, free-
ganism is about producing
what you need to live in the
most ethnical and environ-
mentally-friendly way you
can. So host a clothes swap
with friends instead of going
to the mall. Grow a commu-
nity vegetable garden instead
of driving to the supermarket.
There are so many little
things that you can do that
will release you from the cor-
porate machine of “violence,
death, exploitation, and de-
struction.” Being a smarter
consumer is the first step on
the ladder to the enlightened
freegan’s nirvana.

And while you won’t find
me in the dumpsters behind
the UC, you aren’t likely to
find me at Fairlane either.
Freeganism and I weren’t
meant to be, sadly; but our
hard-and-fast fling has defi-
nitely left its impact on me. 

And if I happen to walk by
the campus trash cans and
catch you urban foraging, I
will probably be the only one
not judging you.

How to live freegan in an 
un-freegan world

BY ALEX MICH
STAFF COLUMNIST

Why I would vote for...
I do hope you all enjoyed

that little skit Mike and I had
about elections.  It is actually
quite a unique process when
one goes through the entirety
of it all.  I am certain that
many people will find the ar-
ticle offensive. But if no one
has written back before about
it, I am sure they all expect it
now.  As for whom my vote is
going towards...well that is
very tough.  I did have to flip
a coin for this one (a little
hard to do with three parties
running). Here are my final
thoughts on the matter.

To Student Voice: I wish I
could have found out more
about you a bit sooner.  There
is absolutely nothing any-
where about what you stand
for on any issue.  Perhaps it is
a reaction to the chaotic mess
that SG elections can display,
but I do hope you will stop by
and visit me though.  Matt, I
know you know where you
can find me.  Sadly, until I
hear more from you guys, I
am not going to vote for you.
It is tough; I know Matt from
high school and he is an
amazing guy, but it is not en-
tirely about knowing an indi-

vidual. It is knowing what that
individual intends to do in
Student Government.

Which leads me to the next
party the One Michigan
Coalition.  By far, one of the
best groups of students who
can handle my rants and rav-
ings that I have seen, and they
certainly have been very pa-
tient with my concerns (which
are sometimes unfounded and
rather explosive).  Also, I am
very big advocate for several
of their policies that are being
put forward.  I love the idea of
having a fall break, I love the
idea for a shuttle bus to the
mall, and I think a Director of
Inclusion would be a wonder-
ful addition for the SG.

However, I think I have my
doubts with some of the poli-
cies put forward.  I worry
about where on our campus
faculty parking would go if
we try to add more faculty
spots.  Not to mention why on
Earth a political body de-
signed to represent the stu-
dents wants to promote an
agenda item for the faculty.  I
find it rather strange also that
they will implement a Student
Judiciary (a Supreme Court
for the SG) when it is not even
in formation yet? Obviously,
it will be if they implement

it…hence they want to imple-
ment it, right?  I mention this
because it goes back to my
previous rants about the Con-
stitution Referendum that will
not be on the ballot since Ann
Arbor Legal is taking way too
much time in reviewing it.
See, the new Supreme Court
is to be voted upon by the stu-
dents in the referendum for
amending the Constitution.
However, I find it arrogant
that this party wants to imple-
ment this new judiciary when
the students first have not
voted for this new judiciary,
and second haven’t even seen
the official proposed amend-
ments to the Constitution to
even consider whether this is
a good idea or not.  Yes, it is
silly point to argue but it
points to the perceived arro-
gance that the common frus-
trated student has with SG.  It
was that way when I was in
SG and I could not change it,
and despite their best efforts,
I find that it is still prevalent
in some shape and form.

Yet, they still have a good
platform with good ideas.
Certainly they will try to help
promote the renovation of the
second floor to the library (or
at least they will get student
input into it) and their discus-

sion for a survey data to pin-
point weak spots in Wi-Fi
connectivity is certainly pro-
fessional.  As such, I would
probably vote for the Senators
that I know personally.  

But I feel that when it
comes to voting for an execu-
tive board and for a group of
senators en masse, I would
vote for the Simple Needs
Party.  Now, these guys are
not exactly immaculate either.
The idea that there should be
more promotion for C-tools is
just a terrible waste of time.
The idea of a campus vaccina-
tion day is just borrowing a
concept developed from the
incumbent One Michigan
Coalition group that helped to
bring discounts on flu shots
(or so the Student Govern-
ment Facebook says).  Also, a
list of 5 senators really
doesn’t show a lot of support
for the policies put forward.  

However, I do find that the
Simple Needs Party has ideas
that may be useful to the cam-
pus.  The idea to automati-
cally log-in to the Wi-Fi
connection seems to be a pro-
gressive idea.  Also, I do like
the idea of getting more print-
ers and hand sanitizers around
the campus.  The one thing
that impresses me the most

about my balding Danish
friend’s platform is the hon-
esty in it.  Yes, Mike and I
pointed out his epic grammar
fail by saying “raise student
activities”.  However, I think
raising the student activity fee
is an important change to this
campus.  The student activity
fee is a 30 something fee (or
some amount) that is used to
fund all student life activities
on campus.  Rather than just
floating with the existing
budget by raising some advi-
sory council’s limit on event
spending, Jacob appears to be
saying (in my opinion) that it
is not good enough.  With the
vast increase in student organ-
isations, there are more stu-
dent organisations who feel
entitled to a certain amount of
cash. That set amount is either
insufficient to support every
organisation or that amount
has to be dramatically re-
duced.  We can try to adjust
numbers all we want, but it is
still going to be a problem un-
less we directly face it.  That
is the message that I get from
Jacob when I see that on the
platform.  It is not the most
popular choice (I would not
want to spend a few more dol-
lars on this place if I don’t
have to) but it is the reality

that we must face.  At least
Jacob has the guts to actually
face it.  His hair may fall off
trying to step forward but at
least the majority of him is
stepping up to say something.  

These are just a few
thoughts on what I have seen
as of 3:00 in the afternoon
yesterday.  As I said, I would
vote for the Simple Needs
Party.  No offence to anyone
else, but that is all I got to say.
I am not campaigning (al-
though I do like the parody
Mike and I put
forward…again, my deepest
apologies.  Please try to find
the humor in it.  If possible,
Mike Brennan is a safe alter-
native to the candidates…just
joking...kind of).  However, I
do have one last request.  To
whoever wins this election, I
ask that you be kind with the
upcoming referendum (that
hopefully will be in April).
Unless you are absolutely cer-
tain that you can produce a
better set of amendments (and
I am certain that it can be
done), please do not let the
hard work of this past group
be a waste.  At least, let it
come up for a debate amongst
the Student Body unless you
can make better changes.   

BY ELIZABETH BASTIAN
OPINION EDITOR
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BY EMMA SLONINA
STAFF COLUMNIST

Emma’s Eats: Greengo’s, Grosse Pointe
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Detroit: A City on the Rise
Campus Martius Park

BY CHRIS ZADOROZNY
STAFF COLUMNIST

Field of  Mars .   What
does  tha t  make  you
th ink?   P robab ly  the
planet  out  in  space,  or
the  say ing ,  “Men  a re
from Mars,  Women are
from Venus.”   You prob-
ab ly  don’t  t h ink  o f
De t ro i t .   Wel l ,  t ha t ’s
wha t  Campus  Mar t iu s
means in  Lat in .

Campus Mart ius  is  a
munic ipa l  pa rk  in  the
midd le  o f  Downtown
Detroi t .   I t  i s  located
d i rec t ly  on  Woodward
Avenue at  the intersec-
t ion  o f  Mich igan
Avenue .   I t  was
designed as  a  mil i tary
g round  ( ano the r  n i ck -
name  fo r  Campus
Mar t ius )  i n  1788 .
Unfo r tuna te ly,  a  f i r e
des t royed most  of  the
ci ty  in  1805,  including
Campus Mart ius .

De t ro i t  was  r ebu i l t
acco rd ing  to  Judge
Augus tus  Woodward ’s
ba roque  s t r ee t - s ty l e
p lan  wi th  Campus
Mart ius  was to  be the
center  of  the new plan.
Woodward ,  i n  wh ich
Woodward  Avenue  i s
named  a f t e r,  was  the
main  a rch i t ec t  o f  t he
plan,  a long with many
surveyors  f rom Canada.
They  l a id  the  s t r ee t

p l ans  ou t  by  p l ac ing
their  instruments  on a
giant  rock in  the middle
of  the  park ,  which  i s
known as  the “Point  of
Origin.”   That  point  is
now marked,  and is  the
center  of  the ci ty.   This
is  where the mile  roads
originate  f rom.  8  Mile ,
9  Mile ,  10 Mile  a l l  the
way to  26 Mile  Road.

From that  point  on,  i t
was  a  ga ther ing  p lace
for  a l l  Detroi ters .   After
1900,  when Detroi t  was
jus t  s t a r t i ng  to  come
al ive,  the ci ty  began to
retool  the park.   I t  was
less  a  park,  with a  few
monuments  around Old
Ci ty  Ha l l ,  t he  f i r s t
Opera  House ,  and  the
ci ty’s  f i rs t  Skyscraper.
Hart  Plaza was created
in i ts  place,  and didn’t
ge t  t he  r ev iews  many
had hoped.   I t  turned
out  to  be more concrete ,
and less  of  a  park.

When the ci ty  began
hearing about  a  lack of
a  pub l i c  space ,  o the r
than  Har t  P l aza  in
Downtown Detroi t ,  the
ci ty  got  to  work.   The
Kwame Ki lpa t r i ck
admin i s t ra t ion  dec ided
to  use  the  fo rmer
Campus  Mar t iu s  pa rk
space.   The only thing
that  was lef t  of  the for-
mer  pub l i c  ga the r ing
space was the Soldiers

and Sai lors  Monument .
The  admin i s t r a t ion

approved the construc-
t ion and i t  soon began
in  May  o f  2003  wi th
comple t ion  on
November  19 ,  2004 .
The park includes two
stages,  sculptures ,  pub-
l ic  spaces,  and an ice
r ink in  the winter.   I t  i s
smaller  than the or igi-
nal  park a t  1 .2  acres ,
but  the c i ty  a lso created
Cad i l l ac  Squa re  Pa rk
direct ly  east  of  Campus
Mar t ius ,  t oward  the
Greek town  His to r i c
Distr ic t .

The ice  r ink is  meant
to  resemble the r ink at
the Rockefel ler  Center
in  New York City,  and
in  f ac t  i s  l a rge r  than
that .   Cadi l lac  Square
Pa rk  opened  in  2007 ,
wi th  the  Bag ley
Foun ta in  r e loca ted  to
at t ract  more people  to
that  s ide of  the park.

Since i ts  opening in
2004,  Campus  Mar t ius
has  become  more  and
more  popu la r  w i th
Detroi ters .   I t  i s  home
to the  Motown Winter
Blast ,  a  Chris tmas t ree
and  Menorah  l i gh t ing
ce remony,  and  has
b rough t  ove r  450 ,000
people  each year  s ince
i t s  open ing .   Campus
Mart ius  has  been named
one of  the Top 10 Great

Publ ic  Spaces for  2010
and the Top U.S.  Urban
Park  by  Urban  Land
Inst i tute .

I t  i s  open every day
and  the re  i s  even  a
sma l l  r e s t au ran t  t he re
to warm up for  what  is
lef t  of  winter,  eat ,  dr ink
and have a  good t ime.
Fountain Bistro is  open
Monday-Thursday from
11:00am-11 :00pm and
11 :00am-12 :00am on
Fr iday  and  Sa tu rday.
They  se rve  a l coho l ,
s andwiches ,  soups ,
entrees  and hors  d’oeu-
vres .

Campus Mart ius  was
De t ro i t ’s  ga the r ing
place at  one point  dur-
ing i ts  l i fe .   I t  then died
out  because of  the use
of  au tomobi les ,  l a rger
bu i ld ings ,  and  more
peop le  l i v ing  in  the
c i ty.   I t  was  r ev ived
because of  the people  of
De t ro i t ,  and  i t  now
stands to  be at  the cen-
ter  of  one of  the great-
es t  r ev iva l s  we  migh t
ever  see.   So get  down
to  Campus  Mar t ius ,
en joy  the  ou tdoor
space,  embrace the feel-
ing of  being in  a  big
ci ty,  and love the con-
nect ions of  a  small  c i ty.
Campus Mart ius:  A his-
tor ic  piece of  Detroi t  in
the 21st  Century.   

Public Service
Announcement time. I have
several friends who suffer
from Celiac Disease, which
prevents them from digest-
ing gluten – a protein found
in wheat, barley, rye, and
other wheat subspecies.
While they have plenty of
food options, especially
when preparing food for
themselves, it is extremely
difficult to go out to eat and
find gluten-free options.

As more cases are being
diagnosed and the general
public is being made more
aware of this disease, how-
ever, it is getting much easi-
er to find gluten-free menus
and even gluten-free restau-
rants. As a treat, I took my
friend Paige to the only
purely gluten-free restaurant
in the area: Greengo’s in
Grosse Pointe.

Sure, it was a trek, but the
look on her face was price-
less when the waitress told
her that absolutely every-
thing on the menu was
gluten-free. Paige didn’t
have to look through the
ingredient list for every item
to avoid a trip to the emer-
gency room, just to figure
out what she wanted to eat.

Even better, everything at
Greengo’s is vegetarian, and
most of it is vegan. Anyone
who thinks this severely lim-
its their gastronomic choices
is sorely mistaken. I’ve said
it before, and I’ll say it
again: this makes for the
most innovative, diverse
food out there. When’s the
last time you had a sandwich
on raw bread?

For us, just a couple of
weeks ago. Paige and I both
went for the marinated
portabella steak sandwich on
raw flax bread, hers on the
plain flax bread, mine on the
spinach and parsley version.
The “bread” was made of a
tightly packed sheet of
gluten-free grains and sea-
soning. It was similar to a
whole-grain cracker on
steroids, only softer and
much better.

The portabellas were ten-
der and savory, eliminating
the need for any meat. They
were chopped up, where I

would rather have one large
cap instead. Still delicious,
though. The avocado spread,
nut aioli, and sunflower
sprouts added the creami-
ness and crunch that mayon-
naise and lettuce usually
add, but much more fun.

From their massive drinks
menu, we decided on iced
green chai tea (we’re tea
fiends) but it was difficult to
resist the dozens of raw
juices, teas, and coffees they
had to offer. We weakly suc-
cumbed to the simple syrup
they gave us with the tea in
case it was “too intense.”

Maybe one day, bitterness
will win out on my taste
buds…

We sat at their counter for
hours, looking out into the
street and chatting while
customers came in and out,
grabbing lunch to go. We sat
so long, Paige ended up get-
ting a bowl of Burmese Mon
Soup. It was a coconut
curry-based soup with car-
rots, cauliflower, potatoes,
and peas cooked into it, and
spinach and cilantro just
barely sweat off on top. It
was definitely tasty but
needed some salt. I’m

always amazed at how
creamy soups can be without
the addition of dairy, but this
was a perfect example.

We didn’t get any dessert,
but the waitress handed us
handmade, gluten-free gra-
nola bars on our way out. I
had mine for breakfast the
next morning and didn’t eat
again until much later in the
afternoon. I’ve made granola
bars before, but I need this
recipe. They held together
tightly without being too
dense or hard, full of plump,
juicy raisins.

Pack money with you

before you go, though – this
place is cash-only, but does-
n’t say so on their website
and only inconspicuously on
their Facebook page. If you
forget cash, there are two
ATMs within walking dis-
tance – less than a block
away each – and the
Greengo’s employees are
very understanding.

Open every day for break-
fast, lunch, and dinner.
Contact 313-432-2373 or
v i s i t
http://urbangreengos.com
for more information.

streetsblog.orgCampus Martius Park in the summer

SeekingMichigan.org
Campus Martius around 1901 (To the left is Old City Hall, the tall building is the
Hammond Building, and the Detroit Opera House to the right)

Flickr.comCampus Martius Park from the Compuware Building

Paige Hanson/MJ
Marinated portabella sandwich on raw flax "bread"

Paige Hanson/MJ

Marinated portabella sandwich on raw flax, spinach, and parsley "bread"

Paige Hanson/MJ
Burmese Mon soup

Paige Hanson/MJ
Iced green chai tea

Review of the
Doritos Taco

Taco Bell released their
Doritos Locos Taco last
week, spreading joy to
both fast-food lovers and
fans of the seasoned tor-
tilla chips.

Featuring a nacho
cheese flavored taco shell,
I was impressed with the
overall final product so
much, it actually brought
back my joy of eating
tacos.

For only $1.29 plus tax,
I can see why my friends
have already consumed so
many.
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BEATS OF THE WEEK
1. Song: Broken Man

Artist: The Von Bondies

Album: Pawn Shoppe Heart

Release: 2004

The Von Bondies are a local band that saw huge success as part of
the Detroit garage rock wave of the early 2000’s. The song
“Broken Man” is the anthem that every garage rocker feels on a
daily basis—“this here’s my broken band, from a broken land.” At its core, the song is just one
chord throughout with some kickin’ drums in a symphony of crunchy rock bliss. 

2. Song: The Matrix

Artist: Bassnectar

Album: Divergent Spectrum

Release: 2011

I don’t review too much dubstep, but this song does exactly what
it promises and “drops bass in your face.” It’s a good song for first-

timers, because you get eased in nicely with a hip-hop beat before the beat “drops” sending
you into a divergent spectrum of nectar…Bassnectar. Try not to blow out your car speakers. 

3.        3. Song: Drunken Lullabies

Artist: Flogging Molly

Album: Drunken Lullabies

Release: 2002

St. Patrick’s day is upon us once more, and whether you
plan on spending the day studying, or out with friends at a
pub, Flogging Molly’s “Drunken Lullabies” will keep your
spirits high.  The band blends traditional Irish instruments
and folk style into a new rock fusion. It not only tells a story, but also reminds us that life is
about the friends you surround yourself with at the end of the night, singing all of your
favorites tunes. 

BY PAUL CORSI Staff Reporter

Tas’s Trends
I t ’s  ge t t ing  warmer!

So you know what  that
means ,  t h row ou t  a l l
your  winter  gear  (wel l
not  real ly,  just  pack i t
away)  and  ge t  your
ward robe  r eady  fo r
spring.  I  a l ready have.
I ’ve  been  wa tch ing
trends that  are  coming
a long  fo r  t he
sp r ing / summer  season
and I  l ike what  I  see.

My favori te  t rend for
the spr ing is  the pastel
co lo r s .  I t  a l r eady  h i t
s tores  but  you’l l  be see-
ing  so f t  p inks ,  j ades ,
lavender,  and a  lot  of
cream.

The biggest  t rend in
pr in ts  now are  animal
(of  course) ,  t r ibal ,  and
t ie-dye ( looks l ike the
70’s  might  be making a
come back) .  Now, I’m
not  te l l ing you to  bust
out  your  parents  old t ie-
dye t -shir ts ,  but  l ike I
say with pr ints  a l l  the
t ime,  be subt le  about  i t .
The best  t ie-dye pieces
to invest  in  are  tops or
sk i r t s  so  they  can  be
worn  wi th  neu t r a l
pieces  in  your  c loset .

Sp r ing  i sn ’ t  sp r ing
wi thou t  f lo ra l  p r in t .
You’l l  see more f loral
p r in t  i t ems  and  my
advice  i s  to  s tock  up
because  i t  l ooks  l i ke
f loral  is  here  to  s tay.  I

p re fe r  t o  ge t  a  f ew
pieces  of  f loral  pr ints ,
u sua l ly  in  tops  o r
skir ts .

The  “ romance”  look
is  going to  be seen a  lot
now.  This  look is  the
f lowy  romant i c  p icn ic
look with lace,  chiffon,
and pastel  colors .  This
look  can  be  eas i ly
obtained.  Lace is  a  very
easy  f ab r i c  t o  work
with,  you’l l  f ind i t  wi th
sk i r t s ,  d re s ses ,  t ops ,
and  ca rd igans ,  and  i t
l ooks  amaz ing  wi th
ch i ffon .  You  can  f ind
dresses  and  tops  wi th
lace  and chiffon com-
bined.  Add a  nice pair
of  shoes,  some jewelry
and your  romantic  look
is  ready to  go.

As much as  I  love
wearing cardigans,  they
have  compet i t ion  wi th
b laze r s  now.  You  can
find blazers  in  not  just
different  colors  but  a lso
in  p r in t s  (wh ich  I ’m
s t i l l  a  l i t t l e  hes i t an t
about ,  but  I  did invest
in  a  cheetah pr int  blaz-
e r- - I  j u s t  cou ldn’ t
r e s i s t ! )  and  f ab r i c s .
They  a re  p re t ty  good
p ieces  to  inves t  i n ,
they ’ re  ve ry  ve r sa t i l e
and they make any out-
f i t  look great .  

BY TASNUBA QURESHI
ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT EDITOR

Fashion 

in Detroit

Over the weekend, Motor
City Casino held one of the
most anticipated cultural
events in Detroit: Fashion in
Detroit. This is the third year
running for the show and
each time it just gets bigger
and better.

This year the event was
hosted by Project Runway
winner Joe Faris and
Ambassador Magazine
Publisher and jewelry
designer Denise Illitch. Joe
Faris co-created Fashion in
Detroit in 2009 to shine the
light to some of the best local
designers in Detroit.

This year the event was
anticipated to have over
2,000 attendees and to sell
out. By the looks of the audi-
ence, it definitely seemed
like a full house. There was a
lot of glitz and glamour
along with lights flashing
before the show started.

There were eight runway
presentations from local and

national designers as well as
trunk shows and meet and
greets with each designer.
The show itself was spectac-
ular, the music was perfect
and the clothes looked great.
I was very tempted to buy a
few dresses right off the
models.

I was really looking for-
ward to snagging an inter-
view with Joe Faris, but
unfortunately, because of the
high attendance level, I was
not able to interview anyone.
After the show, the crowd
dispersed to meet the design-
ers and check out the trunk
shows, but it was a little hard
to maneuver through the
crowd.

Tickets were sold for $10,
$25, and V.I.P was $100. The
admission price got you into
all of the shows, a gift bag
full of wonderful trinkets,
and you were entered to win
a few high-end giveaways.
Portions of the proceeds
were given to Ronald
McDonald House in Ann
Arbor and Detroit.

BY TASNUBA QURESHI
ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT EDITOR

fashionindetroit.com

forever21.com

forever21.com

Interested in writing
for 

The Michigan Journal? 
Contact us at:

themichiganj@gmail.com

No experience
required! 

umd.mj.editorinchief@gmail.com

umd.mj.news@gmail.com

umd.mj.opinion@gmail.com

umd.mj.artsandentertainment@gmail.com

umd.mj.studentlife@gmail.com

umd.mj.sports@gmail.com

umd.mj.copy@gmail.com

umd.mj.webeditor@gmail.com
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Aries

Taurus

Gemini

Cancer

Leo

Virgo

Libra

Scorpio

Sagittarius

Capricorn

Aquarius

Pisces

This could be a fabulous week
for you, even though Mercury
turns retrograde early on. The
outlook is very promising,

especially financially. Not only
do you stand to get more

money, perhaps in the form of
higher wages, but you also get
the chance to try for a better
job or perhaps make a decisive
career move. Tuesday is espe-
cially powerful as Jupiter trines
Pluto, so don't hold back from
putting yourself out there no
matter what. Take every oppor-

tunity to flourish.
You're like the cat that got the
cream. The spectacular array of
cosmic energies that surrounds
you is going to bring better luck
financially, romantically, and in
other ways. Tuesday and

Wednesday are the days to forge
ahead with your plans. Make
appointments and dare to move
outside your comfort zone. If you
have a dream, think big - as big
as you can - and go for it.

Mercury turns retrograde, but
don't let it stop you.

You're entering the Mercury
retrograde phase, which doesn't
mean you have to drop what
you're doing and hold tight.
Carry on as normal, but expect
a few delays here and there.
Overall, things will sort them-
selves out eventually. It could
also be a matter of timing.
Sometimes getting what we
want when we want it isn't
always the best option. There
are some superb but subtle
aspects around. Your intuition
could help make you a fortune.

Go for it.
Connections, friendships, part-
nerships, and current associa-
tions are all possible routes by
which some fabulous blessings
could come your way. Don't

turn down any invitations, espe-
cially on Tuesday and

Wednesday. If you need to get
the attention of a key person, be
bold and introduce yourself. As
Jupiter trines Pluto, so you have
an opportunity to impress some-
one in a position of power. If
you want success, this is the

time to go for it.

You could hit the jackpot, espe-
cially if you've been putting in a
lot of effort to achieve some-
thing special. A Grand Trine

brings some fabulous opportuni-
ties that might be too good to
ignore. Tuesday and Wednesday
are key days when daring to ask
for what you want could result
in you getting it. There may
also be a few synchronicities
involved, so look out for those.
Even obstacles will work in

your favor. Connect with others,
too, because team efforts work

wonders.

Good things enter your life, but
you don't always have to be the
catalyst. This week you might
be shocked and amazed at how
much support you have from
others. If you need a loan, your
bank manager might be a lot
more forthcoming. Your partner
might buy you a gift you've
wanted to receive for some

time. The Universe conspires to
bring you what you want, and
the strange thing is that you
don't even have to lift a finger.
Good karma comes your way.

You're already on a roll,
despite Mars being retrograde
in your sign. You may have
had to go back over old

ground, but in doing so you've
unearthed fabulous treasures.
This week you have access to
a real mine of golden opportu-
nities. Even though Mercury
retrogrades, too, it's still advis-
able to take the bull by the

horns. Some cosmic influences
don't come around very often.

This is one of the luckiest
weeks of the year so far, with
some fabulous aspects that

could help catapult you to suc-
cess on your terms. As Venus
conjuncts Jupiter and both trine
Pluto, you could be forgiven
for thinking you've landed in
paradise. The opportunity
you've been waiting for may
suddenly come within your
grasp. This isn't a time to be
bashful, but instead to aim high
- higher than you have ever

done before. You know you can
do it - now prove it to yourself.

Although Mercury turns retro-
grade on Monday, you might
want to move ahead with plans
and ideas anyway. Things are
certainly looking up in your
work and lifestyle zone, to the
extent that you could experience
fabulous changes. If you have
wanted more pay or a better
position at work, it looks like
you might get it. Follow your
intuition. If you feel moved to
ask for a raise, do so, especially
on Tuesday or Wednesday.

Don't take an unnecessary gam-
ble on Sunday.Save the real action for Tuesday

and Wednesday when you really
don't want to miss the fabulous
aspects that could bring wealth
and abundance your way.

Although Mars and Mercury are
retrograde, this is one time

when it pays to aim high. If you
thought that achieving a certain
goal was impossible, these tran-
sits suggest otherwise. Taking a
gamble could help you reach
the level of success your ambi-
tious nature demands. Things
are different at home, though.
You might be living on your
nerves or suffering from brain
fatigue. Mercury turns retro-
grade in your communication
zone and gradually moves clos-
er to Uranus. In your impa-
tience to get results, you might
go too far too quickly. If you
really want to make the most of
the days ahead, you'll find it
much easier if you slow down
and try to relax. Reflect on the
best course of action and create
a strategy that enables you to

achieve great results.
With so many fabulous aspects
around, you can hardly go
wrong this week, except if
you're put off by minor obsta-
cles and petty annoyances. You
have a chance to sell yourself to
the highest bidder, and the best
time to advertise your services
is on Tuesday and Wednesday.
Get your e-mail campaign ready
or those snail-mail letters off so
they arrive at their destinations
on time. You should do very,
very well, even if there are a

few delays.

Horoscopes Horoscopes Courtesy of Horoscopes.com
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Student (is this real) Life

Electric Hybrib and Plug-In Hybrid Ve-
hicles Technical Seminar
8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
1440 PEC

BY SARAH LEWIS
STUDENT LIFE EDITOR

Craig Owens Solo Acoustic
12:00 p.m.
UC Stage

“313 - Life in the Motor City” with au-
thor John Carlisle
4:35 p.m.
1030 CASL

Wolf Pack Open Skating and Broomball
12:00 p.m.-2:00 p.m.
Fieldhouse

Student Government Candidate Discus-
sion Forum
11:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m.
Kochoff C

Lecture on “The Arab Uprising”
4:15 p.m.-5:45 p.m.
1030 CASL

AAUW Student Organization
6:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m.
1072 CASL 

9/The Michigan Journal

2012 TKE Date Auction for St. Judes
6:30 p.m.-9:00 p.m.
Knights of Columbus 

New club
bounces in

with a raquet

The student organization
count number grew by one
during Friday’s Student Gov-
ernment meeting, when the
Senate voted to approve the
UM-Dearborn Racquetball
Association.

President, junior Chelsea
Marx, and Vice President, jun-
ior Marty Niessen, presented
their new organization during
the meeting, hoping they
would be added to the grow-
ing list of new organizations
on campus during the 2011-
2012 school year. The vision
of the organization, according
to their constitution, is to offer
students a fun way to exercise
as well as an opportunity to
meet new people.

The e-board got right to
work, scheduling their first
meeting this week, where they
will plan the first game.

Any student currently en-
rolled at UM-Dearborn is able
to become a member of the or-
ganization, gaining access to

the organization’s equipment
and courts and permitted
times. Playing time will be
given out on a first come, first
serve basis until University
courts are full. Members are
encouraged to bring friends to
events.

Games will be scheduled
weekly, rotating between
Thursdays from 4-6 pm and
Fridays from 3-5 pm. A tour-
nament is already in the works
for when the organization has
an established membership
base.

Currently, the only time set
for general members to meet
will be the games themselves.
The e-board plans to market
the organization through fliers
around campus, a website
linked to the University web-
site, networking through other
organizations on campus, and
word of mouth. An email list
has already been started for
students who seemed inter-
ested and the group has re-
ceived positive feedback.

Any student interested in
joining is encouraged to email
Marx at
ccmarx@umd.umich.edu.

Have you ever  walked
through the  Univers i ty
Center  and pointedly ig-
nored  someone?  I  be t
you have,  and i f  not  I ’m
sure  you’ve  been  the
person who was ignored.
I’m here to  say that  this
s i tuat ion is  AWKWARD
every  s ingle  t ime.  I
don’t  care  how s tea l thy
you th ink  you  are ,  you
are  not  Harry  Pot te r
wear ing  the  inv is ib i l i ty
c loak.  I  can  see  you ig-
nor ing  me.  I s  th i s  rea l
l i fe?  Please,  no.

I  can’t  t e l l  you  how
many t imes  I ’ve  heard
people  ta lk ing  about
how i t ’s  awkward to  run
into  someone they went
to  h igh  school  wi th .
Why is  i t  that  way? Un-
less  the  person  pantsed
me in  the  middle  of  a
pep  ra l ly,  I ’m a t  l eas t
going  to  wave  or  say
hel lo .  I ’m not  say ing
you have  to  run  up  to
them and s i t  on their  lap
whi le  te l l ing  them how
much you’ve  missed
them,  but  hones t ly,
what ’s  wrong wi th  s im-
ply  offe r ing  a  hey  or
even a  head nod?

I  don’t  know about
you,  but  I  was raised to
be  a  cour teous  person .
I’m not  sure  i f  i t ’s  soci-
ety that  has made us this
way,  but  I  have a  hunch.
I t ’s  no t  uncommon in
my exper ience  for  peo-
p le  to  not  in te rac t  in
publ ic ,  bu t  then  they
s ta r t  t a lk ing  on  Face-

book.  WHAT are  you
doing? If  you can’t  ta lk
to  me in  person ,  don’t
bother  text ing me af ter-
wards  apologiz ing  for
not  say ing  hey.  Nope ,
s top r ight  there .  

I f  we’re  f r iends  on
Facebook you might  as
wel l  acknowledge  my
exis tence .  You fo l low
me on  Twi t te r?  Even
bet ter,  s ince you see al l
my rants ,  so throw out  a
“what ’s  up .”  Why are
people so afraid of  face-
to- face  in te rac t ions?  I
won’t  s tab  you  i f  you
say hel lo ,  don’t  worry.  

Some of  you might  be
th inking ,  “ I  jus t  don’t
l ike this  person,  so why
would I  say anything to
them?” And I’ l l  ask why
you don’t  l ike them, be-
cause  hones t ly,  there’s
no  excuse  for  ignor ing
someone you know. 

A lot  of  people  l ike to
avoid  the i r  exes ,  and
tha t ’s  f ine  i f  you  don’t
want  to  p lay  foots ies
wi th  them undernea th  a
UC tab le ,  bu t  i f  they
walk by you,  a t  least  ac-
knowledge them. I t ’s  so
uncomfor tab le  i f  you
have mutual  f r iends and
then  both  par t ies  pre-
tend  the  o ther  person
doesn’t  ex is t .  Rea l ly?
Let  me go  ge t  a  cha in-
saw so  I  can  a t tempt  to
cut  through al l  th is  ten-
s ion .  Chance  a re  i f  you
dated ,  you  probably
know each  o ther  ra ther
well ,  i f  you know what  I
mean.  My advice  i s  to
jus t  t ry  to  be  c iv i l .  A
smi le  and  eye  contac t
i sn’t  tha t  te r r i fy ing ,  I

promise.  
Now, maybe there  are

some people  you s imply
don’t  ge t  a long  wi th  a t
al l ,  and that’s  okay.  You
don’t  have  to  pre tend
you’re  BFFs  who bra id
each  o ther ’s  ha i r  a t
s leepovers  because
that’s  fake,  but  don’t  act
l ike  you  haven’t  ever
seen them before in your
l i fe .  That’s  RUDE. 

Ever  pul led  the  o ld ,
“ I ’m jus t  checking  my
cel l  phone  as  I  walk  by
you” t r ick? That’s  obvi-
ous ly  not  rea l ,  so  s top .

Be a big boy/gir l  and try
walk ing  a lone  through
the  UC wi thout  s ta r ing
a t  your  phone  (par t ly
because  I  don’t  want
you to  run  s t ra ight  in to
a  wa l l because  you
aren’t  looking  where
you’re  going) .  

We’re  a l l  adul t s  who
are  obvious ly  s t r iv ing
for  higher  educat ion,  so
don’t  fa l l  in to  a  p i t  o f
ignorance  by  be ing
rude.  Try being fr iendly
or  a t  least  c ivi l .  I  prom-
ise  tha t  mos t  people
don’t  bi te .  

Invisible Children: Kony 2012
Association of Student Anthropologists
6:30 p.m.-9:00 p.m.
1500 SSB

Photo courtesy of Warner Brothers 
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Ever need a number to an office and can’t find it
anywhere? Here’s a list of important 

numbers that will help you while attending UM-D!

Fieldhouse

313-593-5540

Nights/Weekends: 313-593-

5432

www.UM-D.umich.edu/athletics

Mardigian Library

313-593-5400

Mon. - Thurs.: 8 am - 11:45pm

Fri - 8am - 8pm

Sat - 10am - 6pm

Sun - 12pm - 11:45pm

Computer lab, Berkowitz Gallery, 

Club Cappuccino

Financial Aid

313-593--5300

Mon. & Thurs.: 8 am - 6 pm

Tues., Wed., Fri.: 8 am - 5 pm

1183 UC Walk-ins & Appts.

Cashier’s Office Student Accounts

313 - 593 - 5255

Inclement Weather & Emergency 

Closure Hotline

313 - 436 - 9157

Wellness Center

313 - 593 - 4599

Mon. - Thurs.: 6 am - 10 pm

Fri. - 6 am - 8 pm

Sat. - Sun.: Closed

Free entry and use of racquetball

courts with UM-D ID

Academic Support & Outreach

Services

313 - 593 - 5340

T, W, F: 8 am - 5 pm

M, TH: 8 am - 6 pm

Free tutoring (Meet with tutor

whenever)

University Center (UC)

313 - 583 - 6330

Mon. - Thurs.: 8 am - 11 pm

Fri.: 8 am - 10 pm

Sat.: 9 am- 6 pm

Sun.: 2 pm - 11 pm 

Campus Safety 24-hr Dispatch

313 - 593 - 5333

Bookstore

313 - 593 - 5551

Mon. - Thurs.: 8:00 am - 6:30 pm

Fri.: 8:00 am - 4:00 pm

Books, supplies, UM-D Gear

Student Activities Office (SAO)

313 - 593 - 5390

*Please note that hours are
scheduled to change

Campus’ best studying spots 
BY ALEXANDRA WEE
STAFF REPORTER

When your everyday study
sessions start to get stale (like
they were ever exciting) the
easiest way to amp them up is
to change locations. Breaking
the monotony of where you
hit the books may help ease
the boredom, even if only a
little. Tired of setting up camp
on the fourth floor of Mardi-
gian? Here are some of cam-
pus’ best-kept secret study
spots--at least, until now.

University Center:
· Couches by the In-

ternational Office (just around
the corner of the hallway):
This spot is a hit or miss, per-
fect if you snag it on your own
or with a study group but pos-
sibly awkward if you impose
on someone who’s already

settled in. Nevertheless, the
couches are ideal for napping
breaks and it’s probably your
best bet for quiet studying if
you want to stay in the UC.

CASL:
· Third floor couches

by the elevator: Not so much
a secret, but still a great place
to get some work done. It’s
quietest before noon and after
5 o’clock, and when traffic
does occur, it’s usually pretty
light. And for the nature
lovers, it’s an ideal spot for
feasting your eyes on CASL’s
many (many) potted plants.

· Fourth floor benches
by the stairwell: Great reading
spot. The view out the
atrium’s wall-high windows is
worth checking out, traffic is
generally low and sometimes
the music classes in session
make for a nice studying ac-

companiment.
· The fourth floor, in

general: There are at least two
more hidden spots. Walk the
floor around once and you’re
sure to find them, but there’s
no promise they haven’t al-
ready been discovered.

SSB:
· Couches on the sec-

ond floor (by the stairway bal-
cony): Mostly faculty offices
occupy the building’s second
floor so the area is generally
quiet. Then again, like second
floor UC couches, it’s great
for the person who claims the
area first, otherwise…awk-
ward.

· The Writing Center:
Since traffic is heaviest in the
CASL Writing Center, the
SSB center is perfect for quiet
computer work, plus there’s
free tutoring. Don’t forget to

bring your own paper if you
plan on printing.

SLRC: 
· The windowsill by

the first floor elevators: It’s
wide enough for spreading out
a few books and sitting com-
fortably on, plus you don’t
have the same audience that
sitting in a UC window will
get you.

And as we head into glori-
ous spring temperatures, con-
sider the patio outside the SSB
(by the back doors under the
stairwell), the area outside the
CASL hallway headed to the
Fieldhouse, and the Chancel-
lor’s pond.

You never thought you’d
hear this as a college student,
but next time, ditch the
library. Your brain might
thank you later.

The Hijabi Monologues arrive
BY KRISTEN GOLEMBIEWSKI
STAFF WRITER

The Hijabi Monologues, a
performance of skits giving
personal voices to the very
public and much-debated
hijab, is coming to UM-D.

Founded in 2006 by three
Middle Eastern Studies stu-
dents at the University of
Chicago, the name and for-
mat of the Monologues are a
nod to Eve Ensler’s Vagina
Monologues, a project that
explores the mystique of fe-
male genitalia.

“Unlike the Vagina Mono-
logues, the Hijabi Mono-
logues take something
public, that everyone seems
to have an opinion about, and
gives it a voice,” says Aayat
Ali, director of the mono-
logues. “Both are unique and
worthy in their own regard,
but the Hijabi Monologues
are coming from a minority
voice – a voice that some-
times does not get heard be-
cause of the loudness of
violence and stereotypes.”

Ali was inspired to bring
the monologues to UM-D be-
cause the project emphasizes
that everyone woman has a
story rather than claiming to
be the voice of every Muslim
woman.

“As a Muslim, I had never
seen this type of empower-
ment come through a cre-
ative/theatrical lens and I felt
like it would be a great op-
portunity to show how just
how multifaceted the Muslim
community is,” she says.

The Hijabi Monologues do
not focus on the hijab itself,
but on the stories and experi-
ences of the women who
wear them. And while some
may think the performances
are specifically for Muslim
women, Ali believes that all
women can relate to the is-
sues the monologues address
– which is why she stressed
that auditions were open to
women of all faiths.

“Although the production
is named the Hijabi Mono-
logues, many of the themes
are universal to all types of
people. I encourage people to
step outside and see how sim-
ilar we all really are,” she
says.

According to Ali, about
half of the cast is Muslim,
with some wearing hijabs and
some not. She believes that

the project has been a learn-
ing experience for women
who do and don’t wear the
hijab.

Proceeds from the Mono-
logues will be donated to the
First Step Project Against
Sexual Assault and Domestic
Violence and the Arab Com-
munity Center for Economic
and Social Services
Domestic Violence Depart-
ment.

“We wanted to give back
to the organizations that have

done so much in our region,”
says Ali.

The event is being co-
sponsored by the Student Ac-
tivities Office, the Office of
Inclusion, the Women’s Re-
source Center, Arab Student
Union, the Gay-Straight Al-
liance, Women in Learning
and Leadership, Sociology
Club, Students United for
Peace and Justice, and the
Association of Student An-
thropologists.

The Hijabi Monologues

will be performed March 23
and 24 in 1500 Social Sci-
ences Building. The Friday
performance will run from 7
p.m.–10 p.m. and the Satur-
day performance will run
from 6 p.m.– 9p.m. A post-
performance discussion will
follow each show. Pre-sale
tickets are available for $8 at
the CIViC; tickets will be $10
at the door. For more infor-
mation, email
aayata@umd.umich.edu.
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March 13th

(All picks are 
straight up, 
not against 
the spread)

SSAAMMAANNTTHHAA EELLLLIIOOTTTT
EEddiittoorr iinn CChhiieeff
Last Week: 0-0

Season: 0-0

BBEENNJJAAMMIINN DDIIXXOONN
MMaannaaggiinngg EEddiittoorr
Last Week: 0-0

Season: 0-0

TTOOMMMMYY AALLEEXXAANNDDEERR
PPhhoottoo EEddiittoorr

Last Week: 0-0
Season: 0-0

RROOBBEERRTT SSTTEEEELLEE
SSppoorrttss EEddiittoorr

Last Week: 0-0
Season: 0-0

SSaarraahh LLeewwiiss
SSttuuddeenntt LLiiffee EEddiittoorr

Last Week: 0-0
Season: 0-0

SStteepphhaanniiee CCoossbbyy
NNeewwss EEddiittoorr

Last Week: 0-0
Season: 0-0

UNLV
vs. Colorado

Colorado UNLV Colorado UNLV UNLV Colorado

Notre Dame
vs. Xavier

Xavier Xavier Notre Dame Xavier Xavier Xavier

San Diego State
vs. NC State

NC State San Diego State NC State NC State San Diego State NC State

Michigan
vs. Ohio University

Michigan Michigan Michigan Michigan Michigan Michigan

Detroit
vs. Kansas

Detroit Kansas Kansas Kansas Kansas Kansas

Duke
vs. Lehigh

Lehigh Duke Duke Duke Duke Duke

Cincinnati
vs. Texas

Cincinnati Cincinnati Cinncinnati Texas Texas Cincinnati

Michigan State
vs. LIU Brooklyn

Michigan State Michigan State Michigan State Michigan State Michigan State Michigan State

Memphis
vs. St. Louis 

Memphis Memphis Memphis Memphis Memphis Memphis

Iowa State
vs. Conneticut

Conneticut Iowa State Conneticut Iowa Sate Conneticut Conneticut

Gonzaga
vs. West Virginia

West Virginia Gonzaga Gonzaga West Virginia Gonzaga Gonzaga
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tunity, isn't it?” Babcock said.
“You can go around feeling
sorry for yourself, which is
an absolute waste of time, or
you can find more players.
The bottom line is the guys
that aren't healthy that are try-
ing to play and can't move,
they're not doing us any good
anyway. So let's have a bunch
of guys that are healthy and
let's get after it and find a way
to win some games.”

Find more players they
did. Since the team broke
their home winning streak,
they’ve gone 3-4. Not the
greatest record, but it could
be worse. The team has only
suffered each loss by one
point, however. Smith,
Nyquist, and Quincey have
all contributed goals in those
games. Quincey isn’t a Grif-
fin, but a new, young player
picked up just before trade
deadline, and now he’s look-
ing ready to be a Wing.

Regular season ends in just

a few short weeks and then
we’ll start my absolute fa-
vorite time of the year--
playoff hockey season. I’m
not worried though. Howard
is expected back this week
with the others soon follow-
ing. And if something hap-
pens to set them back, we’ll
be okay. We’ve got our
fresh, young players who
are proving they’re ready to
step up and represent the
winged wheel.

three minutes after Valtteri
Filppula tied it up.

Unfortunately, the
Red Wings couldn’t keep up
the momentum heading into
Nashville for the second of
back to back games.  The Red
Wings fell 3-2 this past Satur-
day as they were trying to get
healthy.

Among the Red
Wings injured are star center
Pavel Datsyuk, All-Star goal-

tender Jimmy Howard, de-
fensemen Jakub Kindl, Nick-
las Lidstrom, and Jonathan
Ericsson, Todd Bertuzzi, and
Justin Abdelkader.  Howard
is set to return Tuesday, while
Abdelkader returned against
the Predators and contributed
with a goal.

With so many in-
juries, the Red Wings had to
call upon their farm team for
help.  Those who were called
up were goaltender Jordan
Pearce, defensemen Brendan
Smith and Doug Janik, and

forwards Gustav Nyquist,
Joakim Andersson, and Chris
Conner.  

Smith has had the
most impact with a goal, four
assists, and even a fight in his
nine games played since
being recalled.

The Red Wings’ next
game is against the Los An-
geles Kings tonight at
10:30pm on Fox Sports De-
troit.  You can catch them at
home against the Washington
Capitals on Monday, March
19 at 7:30pm. 

Buena Vista, VA – The
Wolves lacrosse team played
their first game of the season
on Friday March 2, taking a
loss to Southern Virginia Uni-
versity of the SELC, 6-4.  The
wet, cold, and windy condi-
tions were not what the
Wolves expected on their an-
nual spring break trip, but they
came out firing taking a 2-0
lead in the first quarter.  Early
in the game the Wolves were
able to keep possession of the
ball and dominated the ground
ball battle. SVU scored their
first goal of the game with
three minutes left in the first
quarter.  The second quarter
was quite the opposite, as
SVU would rattle off three ad-
ditional unanswered goals in a
two and a half minute stretch
to carry a 4-2 lead into half-
time.  The Wolves controlled
the ground ball game once
again in the third quarter, lead-
ing to more possession time.
Attackman Dane Haskin was
able to finish off a feed from
freshman midfielder, Alex
Fitzgerald, fighting back
within one point of SVU, 4-3.

A costly fourth quarter
penalty by Wolves’ goalie
Andy Wahl allowed the
Knights to score again with
just over seven minutes left in
the game.  The Wolves would
not score again until 23 sec-
onds remaining when attack-
man Dylan Hatcher pushed
the cage for his second goal of
the day.

The Wolves had plenty of
chances to take the lead and
close the door on the Knights
in the third and fourth quarters
as the Knights racked up 8
penalties to the Wolves’ 3.

Lack of execution by the
Wolves and a stout defense by
the Knights denied the Wolves
on every man-up opportunity
of the game.

The Wolves took on the
University of New Haven
Chargers in their second game
of the weekend, resulting in a
loss, 8-6.  After a long game
the day before, the Wolves
would take a fresh New
Haven squad, deep into the
fourth quarter with a 6-6 tie.
Hatcher had a career day, net-
ting 5 of the 6 Wolves goals,
two of which were assisted by
Haskin, who made the move
from midfield to attack this
year.

The Chargers jumped out
to a quick 2-0 lead in the first
quarter, taking advantage of
poor communication on be-
half of the Wolves’ defense.
Hatcher answered with three
straight goals giving the
Wolves a 3-2 lead early in the
second quarter.  The Chargers

and Wolves would trade goals
until the 4 minute mark of the
fourth quarter, when a Wolves
man-up opportunity went
awry with a dropped pass and
quick transition goal for the
Chargers.  The Chargers
would seal the deal on a failed
clearing attempt and another
transition goal for the Charg-
ers at the two minute mark
taking an 8-6 lead.

Though Wahl was able to
make 10 saves, including a
cross crease diving stop, man-
up performance was once
again an issue for the Wolves
going 0-4 in the final four
minute stretch of the game.
The Wolves will make the
long haul back to Michigan
and gear up for their first
home game of the season
against Northwood University
on Wednesday, March 21, at
7:00pm.  The game will be
played at Groves High School
in Birmingham, MI.

Wolves lacrosse starts 
season with a loss

Griffins stepping up, 
continued from page 12

BY BENJAMIN DIXON
MANAGING EDITOR

Low down,
continued from page 12

Iudira Cabello/MJ

Breaking towards the net, junior Kevin LaHale evades a Southern Vir-
ginia University defender. The Wolves lost to the Knights 6-4.
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Colorado

Los Angeles 76 pts

76 pts

BY BENJAMIN SZILAGY
STAFF REPORTER

BY CHRIS ZADOROZNY
STAFF REPORTER

Low down,
continued on page 11
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Aquinas

Siena Heights

Davenport

UM-Dearborn

Indiana Tech
Madonna

Cornerstone
Concordia

12-4
8-6
8-6
9-8
7-9
5-11
2-9
2-12

12

7

4

24
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“This is like being
with the Griffins right
now, which is kind of
funny,” said Gustav
Nyquist when he was
called up by the Detroit
Red Wings recently.
Looking at the Wings’
roster, he couldn’t have
been more correct.

Anyone looking at the
roster will quickly see
that the ever changing
list of players for the
year has been scattered
with names that aren’t
necessarily well known
around Detroit. Smith,
Conner, Nyquist,
Brunnstrom, Janick, An-
derson, Tatar, Pearce,
and MacDonald. A little
background work look-
ing into these names will
tell you they all have one
thing in common: they
all come from the
Wings’ AHL affiliate,
the Grand Rapids
Griffins.

When thinking about
why this group of play-
ers is so important, an-
other list of players
comes to mind. Bertuzzi,
Kindl, Lidstrom, Erics-
son, Datsyuk, and
Howard. Names that are
known very well around
Hockeytown. Many of
them known for being
the best of the best on
the Wings, able to flick
the puck effortlessly to
win a shootout or move
the stick instinctively to
stop a puck. But these
six players are the ones
that, unfortunately, make
up the injured list for the
Wings.

I know so many fans
that jumped off the
bandwagon that they
were so eager to jump on
a few weeks earlier
while on the path to
making history. They
now claim that the
Wings have no hope.
That with that many key
players injured, they
would stop winning
games and not go far in
the playoffs.

Was I worried?
Yes…to a point. Talking
with a friend the other
day we both agreed that
as much as it sucks, it’s
almost expected of the
Wings. Playoff hockey
in the air? Perfect time
for the Red Wings top
players to crack a bone
or suffer a groin injury.
But, like he does so well,
head coach Mike Bab-
cock describes the situa-
tion perfectly.

“It's all about oppor-

After a couple of weeks
off, The Low Down on D-
Town is back with more good
news than bad.  The Detroit
Tigers have been seemingly
unstoppable in Spring Train-
ing Grapefruit League play,
the Detroit Pistons are a few
spots out of the playoff race,
and the Detroit Red Wings
have been decent after their
NHL record 23 home game
winning streak.

Detroit Tigers:  The
Tigers started Grapefruit
League action on Friday,
March 2 against Florida
Southern College.  The Tigers
won six straight games after
that before falling to the
Philadelphia Phillies 7-5.
They also tied the Washing-
ton Nationals 5-5 after 10 in-
nings.  Among the other six
games, the Tigers defeated
the Atlanta Braves three
times, the Toronto Blue Jays,
Miami Marlins, and the
Tampa Bay Rays.  

One of the bigger
games people are talking
about is the second game
against the Braves.  The
Tigers won that game 18-3.
Nine home runs were hit over
the course of nine innings, six
of which were against one
pitcher alone, Julio Tehran.  

New first baseman
Prince Fielder hit one, Ryan
Raburn hit two, including a
grand slam, along with Alex
Avila, Delmon Young,

Jhonny Peralta, and Austin
Jackson.  

After Tuesday, the
Tigers have 13 games left in
Spring Training before kick-
ing off the 2012 season at
home against the Boston Red
Sox on April 5 at 1:05pm.

If you’re really in the
mood to get some Tigers ac-
tion, you can catch them on
ESPN on Wednesday against
the New York Mets at
1:00pm, on Monday, March
19 against the Philadelphia
Phillies at 1:00pm, or against
the Atlanta Braves on Tues-
day, March 20 at 1:00pm.  

You can also catch
the final two games of pre-
season action on Fox Sports
Detroit, and a few games on
97.1 The Ticket FM radio.

Detroit Pistons:  The
Pistons have somehow
crawled their way back into
contention for the NBA Play-
offs by playing some really
good basketball lately.  At 15
wins and 26 losses, you
would think that would be a
losing record, and it is.  But
don’t let it fool you.  Many of
the teams in the NBA this
year have a less than stellar
record, but that is the result of
a super short season, com-
pressing games into a shorter
time span.  Currently, ESPN
gives the Pistons a 1.6%
chance at making the play-
offs.  

Of the six games
played since the last issue,
the Pistons have won four of
them, the last three being

consecutively.  A few of the
wins were pretty big too.

The Pistons defeated
the Los Angeles Lakers 88-85
in overtime at home last
Tuesday.  It was a gutsy,
hard-fought win for the Pis-
tons, who trailed by seven
points going into the fourth
quarter. Detroit opened up on
the Lakers scoring 24 points,
and barely squeaking out 10
in overtime to take the win.
Rodney Stuckey had 34
points for the Pistons, while
Andrew Bynum led the Lak-
ers with 30 points.

Three days later, they
faced the Atlanta Hawks at
home, and barely won that
game, too, slipping by with
an 86-85 victory.  Tayshaun
Prince hit the winning shot
for the Pistons, and a missed
shot by the Hawks secured a
second consecutive win for
Detroit, in the first of back to
back games at the Palace.

The following night,
the Pistons faced the Toronto
Raptors and slashed them,
winning by 19 points, 105-
86.  The Pistons rode a big
first quarter, scoring 37
points, and didn’t look back.
Six players were in double-
digit scoring, with all five
starters contributing.  

The Pistons will now
start a five-game road trip,
come home for one game,
and then play another four
games on the road.  Their
road trip began last night
against the Utah Jazz, and
will continue against the

Sacramento Kings on
Wednesday at 10:00pm.  

Their next home
game will be against the
Miami Heat on Friday, March
23 at 7:30pm at the Palace of
Auburn Hills.

Detroit Red Wings:
The Red Wings historic 23-
home game winning streak
was snapped by the Vancou-
ver Canucks in a 4-3 shootout
loss on Thursday, February
23.  They followed up that
game with another home loss
to the Colorado Avalanche, 4-
3.  They were able to bounce
back with a win on the road
against the lowly Columbus
Blue Jackets, 5-2.

Their first win at
home since the streak ended
was against the Minnesota
Wild, 6-0.  That would be the
last time that Jimmy Howard
would play in a full game, in-
juring his groin in a 2-1 loss
against the Chicago Black-
hawks two nights later.  The
injuries soon followed for the
Red Wings, but the team
seem diligent on competing
each game with half of their
roster composed of minor
leaguers from the Grand
Rapids Griffins.

The Red Wings
pulled out a comeback win
against the Los Angeles
Kings, 4-3, this past Friday.
Darren Helm scored the game
winner with just over a
minute left in the game, about

Michigan marches on, prepairs
for Ohio University

After a less than impressive
showing in the Big Ten tour-
nament, Michigan will now
set its focus on the NCAA
Tournament.
Michigan entered the Big
Ten tournament as a two
seed, the highest it has ever
received since the tourna-
ment started in 1998, with
high confidence and a first
round bye. After Minnesota
beat Northwestern in the
opening round, Michigan
knew its path to a Big Ten
tournament championship.
Michigan, who beat Min-
nesota on New Year’s Day
61-56, struggled again
against the Gophers on Fri-
day. Michigan found them-
selves down nine with four
minutes to play. Huge three
pointers from Senior Zack
Novak and Sophomore Evan
Smotrycz allowed the
Wolverines to scratch and
claw to put the game into
overtime, where they’d
eventually beat Minnesota.
The rubber match against
Ohio State was next.
The game against Ohio State
was even less entertaining.
The Buckeyes man handled
Michigan, 77-55, by playing
exceptional defense. The
poor effort from Michigan
made the selection commit-
tee think twice about giving
the Wolverines a three seed
in the NCAA Tournament, a
seed they were previously a
lock for.
On Sunday, Michigan, along
with the country, learned its
fate. Instead of the three
seed, Michigan was given a

four seed in the Midwest Re-
gion by the selection com-
mittee. According to
Hardcore Brackets, which
aired on truTV at 7 p.m. on
Sunday, Michigan is the
highest four seed and is
ranked 13th overall in the
entire field of 68. Not a bad
way to come off a shared Big
Ten regular season title.
However, the draw is not an
easy one.
The battle cry, ironically, for
Friday will remain the same
it has been all season, “Beat
Ohio.” Well, no not that
“OHIO.” The other one. The
Ohio Bobcats earned the 13
seed after winning the MAC
Championship. While their
resume isn’t really all that
impressive, the team’s size
and agility is. 
Led by junior D.J. Cooper,
5’11”, the Bobcats’ starting
five averages about 6’ 5”
across the floor. The Bob-
cats’ size allows them to

play a three guard set which
will help them dictate the
pace against a taller Michi-
gan squad. Despite its size,
Ohio’s Reggie Keely and Ivo
Baltic average more re-
bounds than Michigan’s Jor-
dan Morgan and Smotrycz.
Michigan has shared this
trend with most of its oppo-
nents this season, no matter
the size difference.
The Athens News beat writer
Adam Flango saw how ac-
tive Ohio’s front court is.
“The MAC Tournament
went up against two guys--a
seven-footer in Zeke Mar-
shall from Akron and MAC
Player of the Year, 6’10”
Mitchell Watt, from Buffalo.
They had 6’6” T.J. Hall on
them. He's a good defender
in the post, and he did a
pretty decent job against
them. Especially Marshall--
they really limited him. They
have a lot of guys who can
defend different areas of the

court.”
In the MAC Championship,
Akron's Marshall was held to
eight points in 31 minutes.
Watt went off for 32, but the
Bobcats managed the win
while limiting the rest of the
team to 42 points.
The good news is that his-
tory favors the Wolverines as
a four seed. According to
Bracket facts on
NCAA.com, the four seed
has won 85 out of the 108
games played since the tour-
nament expanded. The four
seeds traditionally out-re-
bound the 13 seeds with a
differential of more than
five.
While upsets do happen,
don’t expect Michigan to be
the victim of one in the sec-
ond round of the tournament.
Michigan earned their seed-
ing and ranking with a num-
ber of quality wins. And,
come Friday, expect much of
the same.
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Addressing his players, Michigan head coach John Beilein prepares the Wolverines before their match-up
against OSU. A four seed, Michigan will play Ohio University in the second round of the NCAA Tournament. 


