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Last Saturday, March 8,
at the Michigan Demo-
cratic Party Convention,
UM-D student Shane Hen-
son was elected president
of the Michigan Federation
of College Democrats
(MFCD).

After a short speech,
Henson was elected unani-
mously by eight chapters
of College Democrats
across the state. He was
congratulated by Robert
Bowen, the now former
president of MFCD, on
winning the election.

Before his election as
president, Henson served
as MFCD Programs Direc-
tor, an experimental and
temporary position on the
MFCD E-Board. In his
speech introducing Hen-
son, Bowen referenced
Henson’s stellar job and
motioned to make the posi-

tion permanent. His suc-
cessor, Curtis Audette
from Michigan State Uni-
versity, will now be re-
sponsible for the
collaboration of all chap-
ters into College Democrat
events, such as the MFCD
convention held in the fall.

During his pre-election
speech, Henson stressed
more collaboration and
group events among chap-
ters. He specifically cited
that there should be more
interaction between the
Ann Arbor and Dearborn
chapters not only because
of proximity, but also be-
cause of the overlap of stu-
dents in various elected
official’s districts. He also
explained that with more
chapter collaboration, net-
working would be easier
and more effective because

The University of Michi-
gan–Dearborn had a surprise
visitor on Wednesday when
Pastor Rick Warzywak de-
cided to preach his message to
students outside the Univer-
sity Center.

While the motives behind
his appearance were unclear,
Warzywak says he wanted to
take advantage of the gor-
geous weather and spread his
message to “open minded stu-
dents.”

“I’ve been taught to go to
where the fish are,” Warzy-
wak said. “I believe there are
students who are considering
their life choices. Since I have
a bias and a perspective that
Jesus Christ is the only way, I
have a love responsibility to
tell them of what I perceive to
be the truth about heaven and
hell.”

Warzywak, who is a part of
Transformation Michigan and
has been preaching for 20
years, helped the prayer group
TheCall with their highly con-
troversial 24-hour prayer rally
at Ford Field on Nov. 11. 

During that event, Leaders
of TheCall talked about issues
such as the economy, race,

same-sex relationships and
abortion. The group came to
Detroit because they believe it
is a "microcosm of our na-
tional crisis" in all areas, in-
cluding "the rising tide of the
Islamic movement."

According to Transforma-
tion Michigan’s website, their
plan is to make Michigan the
next Herrnhut, which means
“watch for the lord.” Model-
ing themselves after “Great
Awakening” in America in
1727, Transformation Michi-
gan wants to declare that
Michigan will be a model to
the nation through prayer.

UM-Dearborn’s students,
however, did not take kindly

to Warzywak’s visit.
Midway through the after-

noon, a circle of student’s
watched as other students con-
fronted Warzywak and his
motives. One student in par-
ticular addressed the pastor
wearing a rainbow flag and
debated views about gays and
lesbians in front of his class-
mates.

The student was not avail-
able for comment.

Warzywak openly admitted
that he’s currently working
with legislators in Lansing to
get Michigan and the country
back to its “Christian roots.”

“God showed me to get
back on campuses this year

because America is facing a
lot of trials and troubles,”
Warzywak said. “I have a bib-
lical world view. I believe in
marriage, life in the womb,
restoring the Ten Command-
ments because they benefit so-
ciety and not hurt it.”

No matter the reception,
Warzywak says he’ll still
preach his message even if the
venue appears to carry a mo-
tive.

“Engaging in discourse and
discussions is good,” he said.
“I don’t care if people get
mad, yell, spit or threaten me.
To me, that’s OK because we
never know who is going to be
affected by this discussion.”

Goodwill of Greater De-
troit took an entirely different
approach for their third time
in front of the Dearborn Zon-
ing Board of Appeals (ZBA)
in as many months. The open-
ing of the Dearborn store has
been on hold pending ap-
proval of a special land usage
permit by the ZBA. 

Having been locked out &
tabled twice due to the ab-
sence of ZBA board members,

Goodwill’s legal representa-
tive, LeRoy Asher, requested
that the issue be postponed
until such time that all com-
missioners could commit to
being present. He then went a
step further and suggested that
a special meeting date be set
with the full body of the com-
mission in attendance. The
idea being that tabling at next
months meeting could be
avoided if a special meeting
date was set and agreed upon
by board as a whole.

“It’s a difficult situation.

The commissioners work on a
volunteer basis and the board
cannot guarantee the atten-
dance of its members,” said
Commissioner Gary Errigo in
response to Goodwill request.
Errigo went on say that the
board plans on reviewing their
attendance policies which had
always been a non-issue in the
past.

As it stands now, Goodwill
will come in front of the ZBA
again in April. When asked for
one word to describe their ef-

forts at expansion in the Dear-
born area, PR Director Mark
Lane replied, “We are res-
olute. We are following the
path and we are consistent.”

To learn more about Dear-
born city ordinances or to get
a full listing of public meet-
ings, visit the City of Dear-
born online at:
http://www.cityofdearborn.or
g/.

You can now also follow
Goodwill Dearborn at
http://www.facebook.com/G
WDearbornStore

BY CHRIS ZADOROZNY
STAFF WRITER

“In an unexpected way,
Detroit in its decline has
become the land of oppor-
tunity.  You can do all sorts
of things here, that you
can’t do elsewhere.”  That
is one of the opening lines
to 313: Life in the Motor
City, a book about the
crooks, crannies, niches,
and people in the city of
Detroit, written by John
Carlisle.  

Carlisle, otherwise
known as Detroitblogger
John, writes a biweekly
column for the Metro
Times Entertainment
Guide, and is also a jour-
nalist for a local paper on
the east side.  

Many of the stories he
writes about in this book
feature regular people in
Detroit.  His blog first
began by taking photo-
graphs of abandoned build-

ings in Detroit, many of
which being in the down-
town sector.  That’s what
he put on his original blog
website, www.detroit-
blog.org.  

When he ran out of
abandoned buildings, he
started looking into the
neighborhoods of Detroit
for stories.  That’s where
he found the odd parts of
Detroit.  

One of the stories he
wrote about was a guy who
cleaned headlights, just
trying to make a living.
His name was Mr. Bowtie,
who would be stationed at
7 Mile and Greenfield on
the side of the road.

It’s hard to imagine that
just a normal guy, who lost
his job cleaning cars, is
barely scraping by, clean-
ing headlights.  

The stories aren’t all bad
though.  Carlisle looks to
highlight unique individu-
als in Detroit, even if they

seem to be down about
their own life.  

Carlisle is a unique jour-
nalist, looking for and
writing about many odd
stories in Detroit that

might not be covered oth-
erwise.  If you would like
to purchase the book, it is
for sale at the UM-D
Bookstore, or on
Amazon.com for around
$20.

A l i t t le  more than a
year after the first  upris-
ing of the “Arab awaken-
ing” in Tunisia,  Raed
Charafeddine,  the vice
governor of  the
Lebanon's  central  bank,
gave a lecture on the

economic and f inancial
impacts  of  what  he is
cal l ing the “Arab awak-
ening” in the Middle
East  & North Africa
(MENA.)

Charafeddine spoke



CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

NNEEWWSSVVOOLL.. XXLLII,, NNOO.. 2200

WWee PPuutt OOuutt WWee PPuutt OOuutt 
EEvveerryy TTuueessddaayy!!EEvveerryy TTuueessddaayy!!

THE MICHIGAN JOURNAL
THE WEEKLY STUDENT PUBLICATION AT THE UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN-DEARBORN

4901 EVERGREEN • SUITE 2130 UC • DEARBORN, MI 48128
MAIN LINE (313) 593-5428 • AD LINE (313)593-3097 • FAX LINE (313) 593-5594

E-MAIL: themichiganj@gmail.com

Samantha Elliott Editor in Chief   Benjamin Dixon Managing Editor  Stephanie Cosby News Editor  Robert Steele Sports Editor  
Sarah Lewis Student Life Editor Elizabeth Bastian Perspectives Editor Tasnuba Qureshi Arts & Entertainment Editor Blake Billmaier Webmaster

Troy A. Blevins Web Editor Thomas Alexander Photo Editor  Michael King Business Manager Thomas Makled Copy Editor 

Staff Reporters: Chris Zadorozny, Kyle Schafer, Eric Czajka, Alexandra Wee, Mark Scarano, Taylor Hawkins, Alex Mich, DeAndre McDay
Staff Columnists: Alex Mich, Emma Slonina, Kyle Schafer, Paul Corsi Adviser: Tim Kiska

The Michigan Journal is published weekly during the fall and winter terms by and for the students of the University of Michigan-Dearborn. This newspaper has faithfully served this campus and community for over 40 years. The
staff of the Michigan Journal is dedicated to providing accurate, fair and unbiased news to those on campus and surrounding communities. The views presented, unless otherwise noted, are of the individual authors and do not
necessarily represent those of The Michigan Journal Editorial Board, the University of Michigan-Dearborn faculty or administration. All letters submitted become the property of The Michigan Journal. We reserve the right to publish
all submitted letters unless specifically informed in the letter that it is not meant for publication. The Michigan Journal does not investigate the claims of its classified advertisers. Publication of submitted works cannot be guaranteed. 

For campus updates and MJ
info follow the Michigan Jour-
nal on facebook and become a

fan by searching 
“The Michigan Journal” on
your facebook home page

The Michigan Journal is a
proud member of the 

Associated Collegiate Press.
The first national press associa-

tion for student journalists in
the United States

Follow the Michigan Journal
on Twitter @MichiganJournal
for updated tweets about any-

thing and everything MJ 

The Michigan Journal / 2

March 20, 2012

Henson 
continued on page 2
they would build a rela-
tionship with other chapter
members rather than “be
faces in a mass crowd.”

After he was elected,
Henson posted a status on
Facebook to express how
he felt about being elected:

“Thanks to everyone
who came out and sup-
ported me today in my
election to President of the
Michigan Federation of
College Democrats. I
couldn't have done it with-
out you!”

Henson stated that he is
stepping down as the UM-
D College Democrats pres-

ident to focus on running
MFCD. Junior Mike
Malane is expected to be
successor as president, but
formal elections are going
to be held later this month.

Although he has always
been fairly active in the
Democratic Party, in his
sophomore year, along
with three other students,
Steven Zoski, Gabrielle
Boyer, and Joshua Nobles,
Henson began working
with College Democrats
when he reconstituted the
Dearborn chapter.

During his presidency,
Shane has organized and
run a collection of voter
registration drives in col-
laboration with Organizing

for America, President
Obama’s grassroots cam-
paign. He is also a senator
and active member in Stu-
dent Government, acting
as Parliamentarian in the
2011-2012 school year.

In his spare time, Hen-
son likes to read biogra-
phies, especially of
presidents, and political
discourses. He is also an
adamant fan of Michigan
football and Captain Amer-
ica. 

Although the upcoming
political system looks un-
sure, with Henson at the
helm, it seems that the
College Democrats in
Michigan will be very ac-
tive in 2012.

Arab Spring
continued on page 2

about his  understanding
of the the events ,  the
economic and f inancial
impact,  the strengths and
weaknesses of the MENA
region, and the necessity
of each nation to achieve
the “correct  poli t ical ,
economic,  and social
mix.”

He emphasized the im-
portance of increased ac-

cess to social media and
smaller grassroots move-
ments in giving the ini-
tial revolt in Tunisia the
moment to spread
throughout the region.
He also noted that all  of
the countries involved in
the uprising except Syria
(and to a degree Libya)
have been “close western
all ies” and have tr ied to
emulate western f inan-
cial systems.

In his closing remarks
he noted that  social  and

economic transforma-
tions must follow the po-
l i t ical  revolutions that
have taken place in order
to ut i l ize the strengths
and address the chal-
lenges facing each na-
tion. 

He has spent that past
20 years within the bank-
ing industry in Lebanon
and also works for  the
International  Monetary
Fund, the Arab Monetary
Fund,  and the Capital
Market Authority.
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Detroit: A City on the Rise: Fort Wayne

Retractions

Emma’s Eats
J’s Smokehouse, Monroe

Fort Wayne.  Isn’t that a
city somewhere in Indiana?
Well, yes, you are correct,
and it’s even the same city
that the Detroit Pistons came
from.  But I bet you didn’t
know that Detroit has its own
Fort Wayne.  

It’s not very well known,
and it is indeed a real fort,
like the ones they built back
in the late 1700s and early
1800s.  This fort is located in
the Delray neighborhood of
Detroit, not too far from
Downtown.  The foot of Liv-
ernois Ave. and Jefferson
Ave. holds the official ad-
dress for Fort Wayne, but it’s
not the first fort that Detroit
had throughout its history.  In
fact, it’s the third fort in De-
troit history.

The first fort that Detroit
had was named Fort Detroit.
It was built in 1701 by the
French to keep the British
from occupying the land west
of New England.  Its northern
border was at Griswold St.
and Larned St. all the way to
Cobo Center, with the south-
ern border being the Detroit
River.  It was occupied by the
French, British, and the
Americans throughout the
late 1700s, before burning to
the ground in the fire of 1805.

Fort Lernoult, later re-
named Fort Shelby, was the
second fort in Detroit.  It was
located just north of Fort De-
troit, built in 1779 by the
British.  It was ceded to the

Americans in the Jay Treaty
in 1796.  Then, during the
War of 1812, it was surren-
dered to the British for just
about a year, until the Ameri-
cans took control when the
British surrendered the war.
After the fire burned the orig-
inal Fort Detroit, Secretary of
War Henry Dearborn, for who
the city of Dearborn is
named, renamed Fort
Lernoult as Fort Detroit.
After the War of 1812, the
Americans renamed it to Fort
Shelby.

The original location of the
fort is Fort St. and Shelby St.,
surrounded by Michigan
Ave., Griswold St., Congress
St., and Cass Ave.  It was torn
down in 1827, one year after
it was given to the city of De-
troit.

The third and final fort
which still stands today is
Fort Wayne.  It was built in
the 1840s, with renovations
taking place during, before,
and after the Civil War.  The
grounds contain a star fort
and other buildings outside of
the walls.  Those buildings in-
cluded additional barracks
other than those in the fort,
officers quarters, a hospital,
shops, a recreation building, a
guard house, a garage, and
stables.  

Inside the star fort, the
main barracks were made of
limestone, which still stand
today.  There were also offi-
cer’s quarters inside the fort,
which has been since de-
stroyed, but the powder mag-
azine still remains.  

It was built because the
United States realized the
lack of fortifications along
the northern border of the
country.  The government
quickly acted in the 1830s
and commissioned a fort to be
built somewhere near Detroit.
With the proximity to Fort

Malden in Amherstburg, the
United States sent Army
Lieutenant Montgomery
Meigs to find a location.  He
bought farm land three miles
south of Detroit,  at the clos-
est point to Canada.  The river
spanned less than one mile
from side to side.

In 1843, construction
started, and the original walls
were made of cedar wood,
with earthen dirt supporting
them.  Eight years later, the
fort was completed at a cost
of $150,000 (that is just under
$4 million in today’s market).
The fort was named after

Revolutionary War hero Gen-
eral “Mad” Anthony Wayne.  

Surprisingly, the fort has
never seen action.  Before
cannons were installed, the
British and the Americans re-
solved their differences, elim-
inating the need for a fort.
Once the Civil War rolled
around, tensions rose. Out of
fear of attack from Canada
because of British support for
the Confederacy, reconstruc-
tion began on the fort, fortify-
ing the walls, but no attack
ever came.

The fort was retired in
1976, and has been operated
by the Detroit Historical Mu-
seum.  The Historic Fort

Wayne Coalition now oper-
ates the fort.  It was added to
the National Register of His-
toric Places in 1976, and des-
ignated a Michigan State
Historic Site in 1958.  

Historic Fort Wayne,
which it is now called to
avoid confusion with the city
of Fort Wayne, hosts a lot of
events, most of which are in
the summer.  The Tuskegee
Airmen National Museum is
housed at the fort, which you
can tour.

The fort hosts a Civil War
re-enactment each summer,
tours, ghost hunts, baseball
games, veteran’s recogni-
tions, and a Christmas party.

Historic Fort Wayne is still
in disrepair, with only a few
parts that are renovated.
Many of the buildings outside
of the star fort still need re-
pair. A small fee to park and
to gain access goes toward
renovating the rest of the
grounds.  

The fort is scheduled to
open in late March with a flea
market. Tours start sometime
in April.  If you would like to
visit this historic piece of De-
troit, go to www.historicfort-
waynecoalition.com.  Make
sure to check the event page
out and plan your visit around
something interesting.  

Fort Wayne is just a small
piece of Detroit, but its his-
tory is so great.  For the many
Great Lakes cruises starting
in June that will stop in De-
troit, Historic Fort Wayne
could be a possible destina-
tion for many history buffs.  

BY CHRIS ZADOROZNY
STAFF WRITER

BY EMMA SLONINA
STAFF WRITER

Some restaurants are all
about the experience, others
are all about the food. While I
think J’s Smokehouse is
meant to fall more into the lat-
ter category, my visit was any-
thing but ordinary. Monroe
isn’t the most exciting city, but
somehow this little springtime
date turned into something
reminiscent of David Lynch’s
Blue Velvet…

My boyfriend raved about
the food and gorgeous river
view for months before we ac-
tually made the trip one humid
spring evening. We drove to a
small parking lot on the bank
of the River Raisin, crossing
the footbridge while eyeing
the darkening sky. The old
Fox’s nightclub loomed over
us. No doors on the ground
floor; the only entrance was
three stories up.

At this point, I’m excited.
We climbed the fire escape
stairs and ventured in. Charlie
led me up another flight of
stairs to the restaurant, but we
were greeted by an overturned
table and chair, and a locked
door. No sign indicated if they
had closed or moved.

We crept back down the
stairs, wondering if we were
even allowed to be there. Out
of the shadows, someone
asked us what we were look-
ing for. Somewhere else in the
building, dishes were crashing
and people were talking.

We wandered towards the
disembodied voice, finding an
older man sitting in a small
bedroom. Charlie, ever
valiant, stepped in front of me
and told him we were looking
for J’s. As the man explained
they had moved, I examined
the room. A black pipe cleaner
spiderweb hung on the wall
over the bed like a crucifix. I
couldn’t get out of there
quickly enough.

We laughed all the way
back to the car, rushing to get
out of the rain that had started
falling. Undeterred, we drove
across town to their new loca-
tion in the torrential down-

pour.
J’s had moved to a small,

homogenous strip mall. The
space was clearly designed for
offices, but J’s had made its
home there. Not nearly as ex-
citing as a questionable old
building full of spider-wor-
shippers, but the food was ab-
solutely amazing. They hadn’t
lost that, apparently.

We settled in to a beef
brisket sandwich for me and
grilled chicken breast for
Charlie. Well, grilled chicken
breast for me, too. I finished
my sandwich and half of
Charlie’s meal as well. The
melt-in-your-mouth-tender
beef was perfect. Smoky,
sweet, wonderfully juicy. I got
a side of sweet potato fries,
seasoned with brown sugar,
cinnamon, and black pepper.
If not for the pepper, they’d
have been way too sweet, but
they definitely needed some
salt.

I had been a little snobbish
about Charlie’s chicken breast
at first. Who orders grilled
chicken breast at a smoke-
house? I gave in and tried a
bite, which progressed into a
dozen. I’d never before had a
chicken breast outside of my
own kitchen that didn’t taste
like shoe leather. Even his
pineapple coleslaw was deli-
cious. Not too sweet, surpris-
ingly, but far more interesting
than your standard coleslaw.

It was sad to see the place
so quiet. Charlie had said it
used to always be busy, but
the move had probably slowed
down the traffic. Especially
with no indication at the old
restaurant that they had
moved (unless you count an
overturned table as being indi-
cation enough). It certainly
isn’t as unique as before, loca-
tion or décor-wise, but the
food is still phenomenal, and
if they can keep their clientele
coming back, they’ll be just
fine.

Open for lunch and dinner
Tuesday-Sunday. Contact
(734) 497-5667 or visit
http://jsmokehouse.com/ for
more information.

In the March 13 issue, there was a typo in
the Michigan basketball headline. The
headline should have read, “Michigan
marches on, prepares for Ohio University.”
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“I think that it exposed the fact that we still need to fill certain voids
before we can solidify ourselves as national contenders, it takes

more than one year of being above mediocre.”

John Corrigan

“It!s really disappointing because Michigan is better than that. It
turned out not to be so surprising ten minutes into the first half. It
was evident that Michigan was pressing and playing outside of

their system. They!ll be fine next year.”

Ben Szilagy

“I!m furious but I!m not surprised. Ohio was a big matchup problem
and Beilien!s system at times can get you in trouble”

Jamie Garrett

"Considering the season they had, I'm definitely a little disap-
pointed that they got knocked out so early. I thought they had a
pretty good team that would take them through at least the early

rounds of the tournament."

TJ Jablonski

Follow The Michigan Journal’s 
Official Word of Mouth Twitter feed

@UMDMJWOM
and answer the weekly 

Word of Mouth 
questions with your opinions!

Rant on Christianity

BY ALEX MICH
STAFF COLUMNIST

To the Christian preach-
ers that seek to come to
campus in hopes of con-
verting students by using
such outlandish tactics
(such as the fellow speak-
ing the previous week dur-
ing elections), please stop
embarrassing my Lutheran
thought process in regards
to the Christian religion.
What I don’t find impres-
sive is the tactics that are
being used that seek to
point out shame and evil in
order to promote repen-
tance.  What happened to
the clever Christians who
amended pagan viewpoints
and traditions and molded
it into the Christian ideal?
Why can we not find a
more modern perspective
towards Christianity?
Rather than engage in a
terribly long debate, I just
want to briefly point out
some contradictions.

Why are we afraid of
contradictions?  I feel con-
tradictions should be taken
as a sign that we, as a reli-
gion, can accept that we do
not have all the answers.
It shows that religion is vi-
brant, diverse, and at least
willing to amend certain
secondary ideas in order to
promote a primary idea.

We just supposedly know
the basic ones, and that
will work just fine. Sup-
posedly, there is this need
to reconcile the so-called
controversy between the
two creation stories (sup-
posedly there are two ver-
sions as to how the earth
was created…I really don’t
care to dive into it) and the
author of some thesis-like
pamphlet wishes to argue
that the 7-day version is
true while the Garden of
Eden is a summary of the
first version.  If that is the
rationale that was used to
convince the early peoples
of 2000 years ago, than I
must seriously question the
intelligence of these so
called civilized people.
You have Greeks with their
philosophical debates that
were added to by the Ro-
mans and we came up with
that excuse to convert peo-
ple?  It is a disgrace to the
accomplishment of Chris-
tianity in trying to reason
with people.  Then again,
that would later explain
the need for the Crusades;
clearly we had to eradicate
a group of people who said
“that argument makes no
sense.”  To borrow one of
my favorite quotes from
Lewis Black, “I would
love to have the faith to
believe that it took place in
7 days.  But I have
thoughts, and that can re-
ally **** up the faith
thing, just ask any Catholic
priest.”   So again, here is
what I say to this disillu-
sioned campaigner: Yes,
God empowered man
through the Holy Spirit to
write the Bible and the cre-

ation story.  However,
being that the early writer
didn’t have the where-
withal to explain genetics
and mutations (probably
because the words didn’t
exist at the time!) they did
the best that they could.
And, to put all that evolu-
tion story down as is…it
sounds like biology majors
trying to master their en-
tire degree program in 7
days…clearly, they are
going to miss a few points
and key terms.  Look at the
7-day story. It is like a
very rough outline of evo-
lution…why can’t the
Bible predict evolution?
Why can’t God say,
well…they won’t under-
stand now, but in 2000
years, they will understand
that I made the earth
through evolution. Does
that sound unreasonable?
Supposedly you say that
the Bible has made 300 or
so prophecies. Why can’t
we have another prophecy
today about evolution
being partially explained
5000 years ago?  Now that
would be pretty awesome.
As for the second story,
how about this...the first 7-
day story was probably
about 5 million years ago
or something like that. In
that time, humanity has
progressed and populated
the earth until about 5000
years ago, God created
Adam and Eve in the Gar-
den of Eden.  Rather than
thinking Adam and Eve
were the first humans, we
could say that they are the
first imperfect humans (al-
though, given that humans
are prone to errors, they

are in fact the first hu-
mans…kind of works out
really well actually).  It
helps explain how the
Earth could be populated
(especially after Cain
killed Abel…or Abel killed
Cain…I can never remem-
ber who did what).  The
point being, that sounds
much more rational than
the poor excuse of a sum-
mary that is defined by this
individual.  Yes, it destroys
the idea of the Sabbath
thing, but I am sure we can
still just take a day to cele-
brate God or worship or
whatever is required for
that day.  Either way, the
point is, that we need to ra-
tionalize and be more
modern with our abilities
in expressing our faith.  

As for the issues regard-
ing competing with other
religions and faiths, this is
what I say to the matter:  I
don’t care.  I have no sov-
ereign right towards
forcibly telling someone
that they are rebelling
against God.  Rather, I
have the right to only deal
with my issues and deal
with that.  That is why I
am pro-choice and quite
liberal about such issues
regarding gay rights and
the like. Clearly, I don’t
have the right to tell some-
one how they should live.
Personally, I think we got
a few things wrong on the
matter.  I think we should
re-examine issues like gay
marriage in respect to the
Bible.  After all, if a group
of individuals can decide
what goes into the Bible,
or not, I think that it
should be open to amend-

ments later on.  Why? Be-
cause I don’t think these
individuals are much dif-
ferent from us…I think
they are just a group of
people trying to create a
cohesive religion and are
trying their best to make
something work around a
central tenant of faith.  It is
like any political group,
some things have to be
compromised (and yes,
some pieces were compro-
mised). It exists today. My
Bible does not have the
story of the Maccabees and
about Hanukkah’s cre-
ation. I wish I had that
story in my Bible.  But, it
is in the Catholic one,
sadly.  

For me, this is how I ap-
proach the religion aspect.
In dealing with other be-
liefs, I ask one thing…just
try to be a good person.  To
be a good person, just
don’t interfere with what-
ever rights and privileges
that I have and I will do
my best to not infringe on
yours.  You may be right in
your beliefs (and judging
by our cracker-jack PR
campaign, I am becoming
more certain that you are
right). And if you are, at
least put in a good word
for me so that I may not be
condemned to hell or
whatever the case may be.
If by some miracle that I
am right, I will most cer-
tainly put in a good de-
fense for you as well.  And
if the atheists are
right…well, than we don’t
have to worry about a
thing.  As for my stance on
Christian values, this is
what I stick with: Just have

faith and you are fine.
That is my central tenant,
just believe that some guy
came back from the dead
in three days to save me
from hell and that is it.  All
the stuff about following
other laws, I will try as
best as I can to follow
those tenants without im-
posing them upon other in-
dividuals.  If there is a
conflict, I defer to my ear-
lier statement about re-
specting the sovereignty of
others in hopes that God
will forgive me for re-
specting (or rather loving)
my peers.  I am just trying
to do what you (or it or
whatever) wants me to do.
Perhaps the rest of us
should at least adhere to
that principle.

If you still feel the need
to try to influence some-
one’s sovereign decisions
to be more adept to your
profound Christian be-
lief…fine.  But, stop debil-
itating my religion with
our out-dated scare-mon-
gering and ignorant propa-
ganda.  It is not working.
You are scaring them away
and by scaring them away,
you are making them rebel
against God and go to hell.
Do you really want them to
go to hell?  Don’t you
think an eternity of doubt
about your poor tactics
might just ruin that won-
derful paradise that you so
firmly believe you will re-
ceive?  If you truly care
about wanting to promote
your agenda, try to be like
your predecessors and ac-
tually adapt to the chang-
ing times.  

Saint Patrick's Day from
the perspective of a non-
drinker is an experience to be
had. There's the typical bar
girls, biker dudes, and middle
aged men and women trying
to relive their twenties. There
are drinking games named
after bison and people asking
me why my shirt has an "X"
on it. There were girls who
considered my non-drinking
to be “cute” and guys who
considered me to be “gay” be-
cause of it. I learned that I
could fit 6 of my drunken
friends in my small focus, and
I learned that 90% of my grad-
uating class would most likely
never leave downriver.

The holiday in itself is con-
sidered a “religious” holiday,
celebrating Saint Patrick, who
is widely considered the rea-
son for the arrival of Christi-
anity in Ireland. The day is
supposed to be observed by
Christians by attending church
services.

This past Saturday I saw a
lot less worshiping God and
remembering Saint Patrick
than I saw drunken messes
and people passing out on the
floor. I mean if that’s how they
were giving thanks for St.
Patrick, then more power to
them. I have a feeling though
that more often than not, a
good amount of people “cele-
brating” this holiday have ab-
solutely no idea who St.
Patrick was or what he is fa-

mous for. Probably a good
90% of the people claiming to
be Irish also are most likely
lying.

I worked until about 3pm
and occasionally people
would stumble in clearly al-
ready pretty drunk and I
would ask them how their day
has gone so far. I occasionally
got coherent responses but the
general consensus was some-
thing along the lines of them
asking me why I was not
drunk yet. Well I do believe it
is frowned upon to be drunk at
work but don’t quote me on
that.

I called my friends who had
apparently been out since 10
a.m. that morning, so I ex-
pected them to be fairly oblit-
erated by 3 p.m. Surprisingly
they weren’t too bad. They
told me to come up to a down-
river bar called McCaffrey’s
because it was “bumping.”
I’m not up on the hip-hop
lingo but apparently “bump-
ing” is supposed to mean, “It’s
awesome.” Boy were they
wrong.

I don’t know if it was the
alcohol that made them think
the butt-rock playing bar
band, the middle-aged
women, and sea of sloppy
drunks was “awesome” but I
pressed on because God
knows they needed a desig-
nated driver.

After forcing them to pay
the $5 cover charge for me, I
waded my way through the
crowded bar and through a sea
of people wearing shirts with

just plain green all the way up
to t-shirts sporting slogans like
“Kiss me I’m shit-faced.”
Mind you I’m wearing a white
straight edge t-shirt with an
“X” on the pocket, and not a
shred of green on my entire
body. I was only pinched once
all night and it was by a lady
old enough to be my mother,
who creepily stared at me dur-
ing the duration of my stay
there.

Bar culture is another thing
that I don’t understand, and I
doubt I’ll ever fit into. Desper-
ate guys who are trying way
too hard to pick up chicks,
men who look like they’ve
taken every steroid on the
market who are getting all the
chicks, and then the even
more desperate cougars are
my favorite groups of people
to observe while I’m at these
places.

St. Patrick’s day is just an-
other excuse for people to go
out and get really drunk and
belligerent at a bar without
having to feel bad about them-
selves. Except the next morn-
ing when everyone tells them
what (or who) they did last
night, then the regret and bad
feelings come creeping out.
Many people look at me mak-
ing fun of people who go to
bars and drink, and think I
don’t have the right to do so
because I myself don’t drink
at all. I don’t care if people
drink, it’s your life not mine.
I’m just annoyed with all the
excuses, like “It’s okay, it’s St.
Patrick’s Day.”
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Kony reflections

They are all the same to me

I’m sure by now several
(if not all) of you are getting
sick of hearing about the fa-
mous (infamous?) Kony
2012 campaign. Whether
you sobbed throughout the
thirty minute viral video and
immediately bought ten
bracelets, or you are one who
(justly) critiqued the organi-
zation who produced it for
their questionable charitable
funding policy, it may seem
as though this is all old news.
As with most YouTube up-

loads that go viral, people
lose interest in about a week.

But then the “Kony 2012”
director and co-founder of
Invisible Children, Jason
Russell, was detained in San
Diego this past weekend.

According to the San
Diego Police Department,
Russell was detained for
public intoxication, mastur-
bating in public, and vehicu-
lar vandalism. He was not
arrested because of the
bizarre statements he started
spouting off when officers
approached him, and was in-
stead taken to a medical fa-
cility for more attention.

The CEO of Invisible
Children released a state-
ment saying that Russell was
suffering from exhaustion,
dehydration, and malnutri-
tion as a result of the recent
“strenuous PR campaign.”
Russell’s wife claims that he
has taken many of the cri-

tiques and negative com-
ments against the film per-
sonally.

In his defense, when a
showing of “Kony 2012” in
the northern Uganda town of
Lira resulted in residents
throwing rocks at the screen
and further screenings being
suspended, I’m not surprised
Russell has been taking
things personally. He should.

One Ugandan women
likened the film and it’s call
to buy Invisible Children
“swag” to selling Osama Bin
Laden paraphernalia after
9/11. Now I’m sure most of
you are thinking WHOA,
that is totally different! But
is it? Isn’t proudly sporting
the name of an evil terrorist
in the hopes of making him
“infamous” the same in any
country, in any situation? It
doesn’t matter if he blew up
the Twin Towers or mangled
innocent children’s fin-

gers…it’s still equally as of-
fensive to the country who is
suffering from the aftermaths
of tragedy.

But for all my personal
criticisms of the film and the
organization that produced it,
watching the video of Jason
Russell swinging his dick
around in front of traffic just
made me, well, sad. Truly.
There was no humanity in
what he was doing. The ani-
malistic screeches and bes-
tial movements were
anything but human. Some-
one tweeted a statement
along the lines of question-
ing how Russell was going to
explain this to his three year
old, a sarcastic comment on
the “Kony 2012” video’s for-
mat. I just hope it never
comes to that point where he
does have to explain this
episode to his young chil-
dren.

I guess what I’m trying to

say is that this whole situa-
tion revolving around the
Kony movement has, in
some sense, no sense of true,
unadulterated humanity. I
know several of you will dis-
agree with me, reminding me
of the outpouring of interna-
tional support from those
who have watched the video
on YouTube, of all of the do-
nations that have been made
within the past month to
charitable organizations. But
if anything, I think that this
has made the general public
lose some faith in charities.

And where is the human-
ity in making a film about
the LRA and Uganda without
even considering the people
who live in the country and
experience this kind of terror
every day? When a movie
that was supposed to help
them, that they were gen-
uinely excited about seeing,
resulted in anger, bitterness,

and a stoning of the movie
theater, the organization who
made the film should know
that they did something
wrong.

And lastly, Russell’s fit
of…well, whatever it was.
Watching someone snap like
that, no matter one’s own
likes of dislikes of the per-
son, is no pleasurable activ-
ity. It is not appropriate to
celebrate someone losing
their humanity, especially
when it happens in the public
eye. He didn’t “get what he
deserved.” As a child who at-
tempts to help their mother
with laundry and ends up
flooding the basement, Rus-
sell probably had good inten-
tions. He just didn’t know
how to go about it.

I’m going to give him the
benefit of the doubt anyway.
I must, if I want to retain any
faith in our supposed empa-
thetic culture.

“I, Barack Hussein
Obama, do solemnly swear
that I will faithfully execute
the Office of President of the
United States, and will to the
best of my ability, preserve,
protect and defend the Con-
stitution of the United States.
So help me God.”

These words were articu-
lated on January 20, 2009 at
President Obama’s inaugura-
tion. Then Senator Obama
promised to bring “change
and hope,” and to offer a new
voice in politics by standing
up for the little guy, exposing
corruption and lobbyists. But
has he lived up to those
promises?

President George Walker
Bush swore to the same oath-
- twice in fact. He also cam-
paigned on the slogan of
trust, responsibility, and
peace. Those three words are
not exactly how I would
choose to describe his legacy
(think WMDs, his excessive

vacations, and the torture and
humiliation of “terrorists” in
Guantanamo Bay, aka
“Gitmo”).

Here we stand three years
into President Obama’s term,
so, what have we gotten?

Foreign Policy
During the Bush adminis-

tration, then Senator Obama
championed the call for
peace, the exact message
then Governor Bush did in
1999. What did we get in-
stead when he became presi-
dent? More wars, more
nation building, and more
foreign aid to nations that
don’t exactly like us. Does
anyone really think the Mid-
dle East has gotten more po-
litically stable as a result of
our interventionism? Hardly.
We’ve sparked more hatred
towards America, and our
foreign aid that was sup-
posed to stabilize countries is
mostly gone, along with their
puppet regimes that we sup-
ported. President Obama’s
foreign policy is a continua-
tion of President Bush’s. We

still have Gitmo up and run-
ning (another broken prom-
ise of change). Iran is the
new Iraq. Remember
weapons of mass destruc-
tion? What is fundamentally
different about Iran versus
Iraq? We’ve seen this game
before: an evil dictator with
WMDs that is supporting,
harboring, and funding ter-
rorists. Do we really need to
spend 3 trillion dollars and
lose over 4,000# American
lives fighting this war?

“But President Bush was
evil, he tortured suspected
terrorists! President Obama
is not evil like Bush was.”

Unfortunately, President
Obama’s method of fighting
terrorism is not one we can
praise. While President
Bush’s policy was to locate,
kidnap, interrogate, and tor-
ture (not exactly legal) sus-
pected terrorists in a prison
7,000 miles away from their
home, President Obama’s
way of handling things is to
locate and assassinate sus-
pected terrorists-- even

American citizens. President
Obama has continued the
Bush doctrine of torture as
well.

“But they’re terrorists,
even if they are Americans.
Plus they committed trea-
son!”

The Bill of Rights de-
clares that ALL American
citizens cannot be deprived
of life, liberty or property
without due process (a trial).
The Geneva Convention
gives all prisoners of war the
right to a trial by a neutral
judge. Furthermore, the Pres-
ident cannot condemn a per-
son of treason without them
being first convicted of trea-
son by a trial as outlined in
the Constitution#.   Think
about that for a second—one
person being the judge, jury
and executioner. One would
think a Constitutional profes-
sor would know something
about the separation of pow-
ers in American government.
Don’t even get me started on
President Obama signing a
law that would detain sus-

pected terrorists that are
American citizens indefi-
nitely, without a lawyer or
trial, by the military.

Economics
How about economic poli-

cies, surely President Obama
has to be different in eco-
nomic policy, right? Nope,
just like Bush, he gave stim-
ulus packages without reduc-
ing spending. Both spend
money we don’t have. Both
expanded social welfare pro-
grams. President Bush gave
huge tax breaks hoping (this
is key) for the money to
“trickle down.” President
Obama dished large amounts
of cash as well in the form of
public works, also without
cutting spending or raising
taxes in hopes of (this is key)
stimulus trickling down into
the economy. Both presidents
bailed out big banks in
closed door negotiation
rooms-- the exact thing Pres-
ident Obama said he
wouldn’t do on the campaign
trail! The money was just
handed over with no strings

attached. How much money
did those banks lend out  to
small businesses and regular
American citizens after re-
ceiving the bailout? Not
much. How much was given
out in bonuses to executives?
Millions#.

You hear both republicans
and democrats belittling the
other side. But how much
different are the two biggest
parties in America today?
Where are my peace democ-
rats that were so adamantly
against war before Obama?
Where were my fiscal con-
servatives when Bush re-
duced revenue and increased
spending? It seems this cloud
of thought is making the ob-
vious not so clear, but the
truth is that both parties are
the same.

So how different is Obama
from Bush? Poor Senator
John McCain, he was labeled
as Bush 2.0 and lost his pres-
idential bid in 2008 as a re-
sult. But more importantly,
poor us who voted for
Obama-- we got Bush 2.0.   

BY IGNACIO MARQUEZ 
GUEST COLUMNIST

Republican campaign 
dynamics

BY KYLE SCHAFER
GUEST COLUMNIST

Mitt Romney can’t win in
the South, Rick Santorum
can’t win in the Northeast,

Newt Gingrich can’t win
outside of his home state, and
Ron Paul can’t win, period!

It has been a crazy last
month in the Republican pri-
mary race. Romney was the
frontrunner, then Santorum
was, then Romney was, then
Santorum again, then Rom-
ney was. But now, he doesn’t
have enough support to win
the nomination outright, and
this whole thing will never
end! That’s not true. It will
have to end sometime by the
end of summer.

It looked for a while last
Tuesday that Romney would
win Alabama and perhaps
Mississippi, and thus cement
his electability in all regions
of the United States. But, San-
torum was able to eke out
wins in both southern states,
and prolong the election
process. So far, the only big
winner out of the GOP pri-
mary race is Barack Obama,

who doesn’t have to lift a fin-
ger on his presidential reelec-
tion campaign. Until the
Republicans clearly nominate
a candidate, the President can
simply sit back, sip an ice-
cold lemonade, and not worry
about much of anything…ex-
cept for the economy, and the
war in Afghanistan, and Iran,
and gas prices. Okay, so he
doesn’t quite have it easy, but
he doesn’t have to campaign.

The dynamic of the cam-
paign has just gotten awful.
Romney has the most dele-
gates, but Santorum has the
momentum as the clear “anti-
Romney” candidate. Newt
Gingrich is in third, and, if he
were to bow out, conventional
wisdom says that the lion’s
share of his support would go
to Santorum.

But, Gingrich would say
the same of his own campaign
if Santorum were to drop out.
Why would Gingrich get out?
He doesn’t have anything to
do (he is not a congressman or
governor), he still has money
in his super PAC, and he can
probably broker a deal with
either of the other two candi-

dates (most likely Santorum).
That’s where things begin

to get hairy. Mitt Romney
may come close to the 1,144
delegates needed to clinch the
nomination, but odds are good
that he may not reach it. If
nothing has been resolved by
the Republican National Con-
vention in Tampa, in late Au-
gust, it is likely to go to the
“brokered convention.”

A brokered convention is
one that could open the field
to any number of candidates,
including those not even in
the race, right now, such as
New Jersey Governor Chris
Christie or former Vice Presi-
dential candidate and reality
TV show host Sarah Palin.

Just as an aside, I am going
to get this down in print: My
bold prediction is that not
only will Sarah Palin not run
for president this year, but she
will never run a serious cam-
paign for the presidency. She
is motivated by publicity and
the potential to make money.

Getting back to the bro-
kered convention, it is likely
that in this type of situation, a
sweetheart deal would be

struck between Santorum and
Gingrich to make one the
other’s vice presidential run-
ning mate.

But, let’s not get ahead of
ourselves. There are still three
months and 24 primaries be-
fore the dust settles in the
final contest of the season, in
Utah, at the end of June. Any-
thing can happen between
now and then to swing the
race toward one candidate or
the other.

The next primary is Tues-
day in Illinois, where Romney
is leading in the polls by a
healthy margin, followed by
Saturday in Louisiana, where
Santorum leads a tight three-
way race over Romney fol-
lowed by Gingrich.

Pay attention to April 3,
April 24, May 8, and June 5.
Those dates carry multiple
primaries (16 in all). The race
is roughly halfway through.
Grab a glass of lemonade, and
kick back with the President.
Don’t worry! He won’t put
you to work on economic pol-
icy.

Interested in
writing for

The Michigan
Journal?

Email us at 
themichiganj@gmail.com

No 
journalism
experience
necessary!
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Wednesday - March 21
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Student (is this real) Life

Stacy Swimp - Freedom and Progress:
Returning to Our Roots
7:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m.
1030 CASL

BY SARAH LEWIS
STUDENT LIFE EDITOR

ASU 7th Annual Empowering the Youth
Banquet
6:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m.
Bint Jebail Cultural Center

Hijabi Monologues
6:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m.
1500 SSB

LEP Workshop #3: Paths to Publishing 
4:00 p.m.

WUMD Spring Music Series
11:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
UC Stage 

Lyceum presents “Publish Your Passion”
6:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m.
Kochoff A

Public Observing Session -The Vernal
Equinox
8:30 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
Observatory SLRC

6/The Michigan Journal

Saturday - March 24

Monday - March 26

Backpack Stuffing for Lemonade Day 
8:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m.
Huntington Bank

Hijabi Monologues 
7:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
1500 SSB

Alliance for Immigrants Right and Re-
form Movie Night
6:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m.
1400 SSB

Lecture with Eboo Patel
6:30 p.m.-8:30 p.m.
Kochoff

SAB presents Craig Owens 

On Thursday, March 15,
the Student Activities Board
put on one of their largest
music performances to date,
starring Craig Owens.

Owens, who was known as
lead singer of Chiodos, now
travels solo with his band, De-
stroy Rebuild Until God
Shows (DRUGS). On March
15, Owens played a solo
acoustic show from 12:00
p.m.-1:00 p.m. on the Univer-
sity Center stage.

The performance was
headed by Student Activities
Board Promotions Director
Sean Murphy. Murphy man-
aged to obtain Owens’ man-
ager’s email address, and after
quite a few emails and phone
calls with both Owens and his
manager, Murphy was able to
secure a date for the perform-
ance.

Murphy felt that Owens
performing was a great expe-
rience not only for the Student
Activities Board, but for the
University as a whole.

“This type of event shows
that the school is capable of
putting on events that can at-
tract a lot of people, even non-
students,” Murphy said.

The show attracted a hand-

ful of outside viewers, which
Murphy believes boosts the
University’s appeal.

“It looks good on the stu-
dents from the perspective of
the performers but also looks
good on the school itself for
high school kids who are still
looking to make a decision
about what school to choose
for college.

Student Activities Board
had just over seventy con-
firmed guests on their Face-
book event page and were
very pleased with the turnout.
Social networking played a
key role in the advertising of
the show. Murphy utilized not
only Facebook, but Tumblr
and Twitter, as well as fliers
around campus.

“I think expectations were
exceeded after we saw the
turnout of both students and
non-students. I believe the
event was highly successful,”
Murphy said.

Student Activities Board
chair Mark Scarano was very
satisfied with the turnout.

“I can honestly say that in
my entire academic career at
the University, I have never
seen so many people in the
University Center before. It’s
a great feeling of conclusion
and I’m glad that SAB was
able to take part in such a
great achievement,” Scarano

said.
Student Activities Board

will now focus their attention
to their annual Spring
Blowout, taking place during
the first week of April this
year. The two day event fea-
tures a variety of events for
students to participate in

around campus. This year, the
event will be co-sponsored by
Wolf Pack.

When asked about Spring
Blowout, Scarano wouldn’t
reveal much. “Come April
third and fourth, there won’t
be a better day to be a student
on campus.”

A large gray area exists
between the land of friend-
ship and flirtation. This is
also known as a very dan-
gerous place. It can be
pretty hard to tell the differ-
ence between flirts and peo-
ple who actually do like
each other since the line is
often skinnier than Nicole
Richie. Friends flirt, right?
NO. You can be friends with
someone without dating, I
PROMISE. 

Flirts are often labeled
because they are usually the
heart breakers. Although
flirts are dangerous, there is
a difference between flirting
and flirts. Unfortunately, no
one flat out says “I like you,
let’s date” anymore, so it’s
rather inconvenient to kick
start a relationship. 

Back in the days of
high school when someone
flirted with you, they most
likely were actually into
you. Now, everyone flirts
with EVERYONE, so
what’s a girl to do? Some-
times I just have to ask “Is
this real life?” I’ll tell you
the warning signs of falling
for a flirt, and if you’re
being inadvertently flirty,
I’ll tell you how to tone it
done. 

Most importantly,
you have to decide whether
or not a person is a flirt or if
they actually like you. Ask
yourself a few of this start-
ing questions: A. Does this
person moisten their lips
whenever they see you
and/or someone they find
attractive? B. Do they graze
their hands over your butt or
lower back as you walk by
each other? C. Do they tell

you that they love you or
that you’re their favorite
person alive every time you
see them? 

If you answered yes to
any of these questions,
chances are you’re being
played by a professional
flirt. My advice is to run
away. Flirts are trying to get
everyone wrapped around
their dumb little fingers, so
unless you want to be one of
their many options, it’s just
better to do without them. I
once knew a guy who would
send out a mass text mes-
sage to every girl he proba-
bly ever spoke to that read
“Hey baby!” while he was
doing the above A, B, and
C. Let me tell you that his
little game played out for
quite sometime. He pre-
tended he liked everyone in
my circle of friends, and it
took us a good few months
to figure out he was talking
to all of us like he was ab-
solutely in love. 

I guess that a flirt in most
extreme cases like this one
can also be defined as a
player. Maybe people have
told you that you’re a flirt,
but I think that it’s easy to
not fall into this categoriza-
tion. First of all, don’t say
things you don’t mean. For
example, let’s say you like
to tell every girl you see that
she is the most beautiful
person you’ve ever seen in
your entire life. Yeah, that’s
not a good idea. You’re
clearly lying considering
you say the same line to
everyone, so why keep it
up? Don’t lie to people.
Only greet a girl with
“Hello beautiful” if you ac-
tually like her. 

Even if you think the per-
son you like is 100% flaw-

less, make sure they aren’t
running around flirting with
everyone in sight. What’s
the point in going on a date
with someone if they have
sixteen other dates that
same weekend? That’s right,
dear reader, there isn’t a
point. 

People have told me that
I’m a flirt because I hug a
lot of my friends, and this is
something that I don’t agree
with. I think it’s perfectly
fine to hug your friends
without being labeled a flirt.
In France, friends kiss each
other when they meet. I
know because I’ve been
there, so no, I didn’t make it

up. The minute I stepped off
the plane strangers I met
were kissing my cheeks left
and right. Awkward for me?
YEAH, so a hug has never
hurt anyone. 

Basically, you have to
read ALL of the signs before
you fall for a person. Cau-
tiousness is not a poor qual-
ity by any means. Watch
where you’re stepping be-
cause stepping into the
hands of a flirt is equal to
squashing your brand new
Sperry’s into a pile of goose
poop when you’re on your
way to class. Not fun, and
difficult to clean up, that I
can promise. 

Ben Dixon/MJ

Photo courtesy of Getty Images

Craig Owens performes to a cafeteria full of students on March 15,
courtesy of Student Activities Board. 
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UM-D presents annual Global Fest
BY BEN SZILAGY
STAFF REPORTER

Global Fest is an annual
tradition of music, enter-
tainment, and interactive
activities to experience and
celebrate cultural diversity
at UM-Dearborn.

The program took place
on March 15 in Kochoff
Hall in the University Cen-
ter, and the ceiling of the
school cafeteria was cov-
ered with hanging flags
from various countries.

“It was very festive as
usual,” said Alex Mich.
“Just everything about it
was amazing: the food,
dancing and music. All of it
was very good.”

The week-long celebra-
tion is planned months in
advance by various Student

Organizations like Arab
Student Union, the Asian
Pacific Club, Indian Ameri-
can Student Organization,
and the West African
Drumming Club, just to
name a few.

According to Tasha
Williams, the primary goal
of Global Fest is to provide
an array of opportunities
for students to showcase
aspects of their culture in
ways that are both educa-
tional and enlightening, and
to celebrate the signifi-
cance of diversity and in-
clusion on our campus.

Global Fest provides stu-
dents with cultural informa-
tion, a fashion show, and
samplings of food from
around the globe.

“I was impressed with
the amount of people and
the involvement surround-
ing the event,” Ricky Lind-

say said. “The food was
awesome. The variety was
great. It’s not every day
you can get an array of
great food for free.”

As a flagship program
that is made successful by

student organization sup-
port and energy, both stu-
dents and faculty
thoroughly enjoyed a
mixed bowl of cultures
without leaving campus.

Lyceum presents Aaron Harris, 
prepares for Publish Your Passion

BY SAMANTHA ELLIOTT
EDITOR IN CHIEF

On March 12,
Lyceum presented an event ti-
tled “Lyceum presents Aaron
Harris,” at 6:30 p.m. in Ko-
choff hall. 

UM-Dearborn profes-
sor Liz Rohan arranged for
Harris to speak to her young
adult fiction class, and
Lyceum co-sponsored.

Harris was born in
Detroit and started out as a
gospel musician before begin-
nin ghis writing career. He
earned his Bachelors of Gen-
eral Studies degree in English,
History, and Communications
at the University of Michigan-
Dearborn. Harris spoke to the
group and discussed his work,
his writing process, and about
publishing in general, among
other topics.

To d a y ( Tu e s d a y ) ,

Lyceum will host their annual
“Publish Your Passion” event
from 6:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m. in
Kochoff Hall A. Authors
Steve Dolgin, John Perry, and
Detroit publisher Black Cof-
fee Press will all be in atten-
dance. 

Each will be speaking
to students on the publishing
process and will inform stu-
dents how they can get pub-
lished outside of Lyceum.
According to Lyceum Editor

in Chief, Emma Slonina, this
is the forth annual Publish
Your Passion after being
started by former Editor in
Chief, Stephanie Portelli in
2009. 

“It’s our most popular
event every year, and we’re
really looking forward to it,”
said Slonina. 

The event will offer
books for sale as well as re-
freshments. 

Ben Dixon/MJ

Students participate
in “48 Go Green”

BY BEN SZILAGY
STAFF REPORTER

UM-Dearborn students par-
ticipated in the “48 Go Green”
film festival over the week-
end.

The rules were simple, but
the task was not. Pick an envi-
ronmental subject, and in 48
hours outline, storyboard,
write, cast, shoot, edit and
submit a movie that is be-
tween four and seven minutes
long.

Participants are given spe-
cific elements to include in the
movie such as using soap as a
prop, having a character
named “N. Parker” who the
students used as a technician;
the writers had to use the line:
“The secret of life is honesty”,
and finally the movie had to
be about saving water and
water conservation.

The team was headed by
Screen Studies Professor and
Executive Producer Jim
Gilmore who advised students
who worked on the project.
The script was written by
Derek Juntunen. Mark Rinn
and Liz Walker directed the
film, which according to
Gilmore was by design.

“I wanted to mix and match
and pair people,” Gilmore
said. “I wanted to blend tradi-
tional techniques and experi-
mental styles with Mark’s
realism and comedy to see
what we’d come up with.”

While some of the entries
may be flashier than others,
Gilmore believes his students
will win because of their “bet-
ter story.”

You can check out the film,
and vote for the Jassassins on
the festival’s website:
48gogreen.com.
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This past week has
brought some debates be-
tween some friends and
myself as to whether of-
fense or defense is more
important in hockey, and if
we think that the Red
Wings are in trouble as the
playoffs approach.

Goalies were a big
topic during our discus-
sion. The question of
whether the Wings’ actu-
ally have a solid goalie
was quick to come up.
Fans lately seem to be on
the fence about starting
goalie Jimmy Howard. I
have always been a fan of
Howard. I mean, he basi-
cally rode us to the play-
offs the past two years.
When he wasn’t on the
All-Star ballot, fans wrote
him in to ensure he would
represent the Wings in the
game. He’s definitely
made some unbelievable
saves during this season.
But then he’s also let in
some goals that make fans
cringe. Add that to the fact
that he’s had a few injuries
this season and I can see
why some would be nerv-
ous.

As our goalie discus-
sion continued, a few
friends voiced their opin-
ion that a goalie was the
only thing that a team
needs to rely on which I
was quick to rebut. A
goalie is certainly not what
a team should be relying
on, although they do carry
a good amount of weight.
However, I could be the
goalie for the Wings and if
I let in one goal or twelve,
it won’t make a difference
if my offense isn’t scoring.
Whether the final score is
0-1 or 0-12, you still lose.

Offense is a huge key
factor in a hockey game, or
any sport for that matter. A
team is just that, a combi-
nation of players that work
together in order to suc-
ceed and don’t solely rely
on one player or another. It
shows right here on cam-
pus with the Wolves
hockey team. They don’t
rely on scorers like An-
thony Olson and Michael
Macari any more than they
rely on goalies like Micah
Collier and Josh Khan.

Offense and defense are
equally as important to any
sporting team, and the Red
Wings are no exception. I
do think that they should
have signed a goalie be-
fore the trade deadline, but
I suppose hindsight’s 20-
20.

Am I worried about the
Wings? No. With new
players coming in and out
every day thanks to in-
juries, they’re just going to
have to ensure they keep
that perfect balance be-
tween offense and defense
if they want a shot at the
final round of the playoffs,
as we all hope they will.
Go Wings! 

After  an  his tor ic  day
of  upsets  in  the  NCAA
tournament ,  Michigan
found i tself  a  part  of  the
group of  teams that
would f ly  home ear ly
from March Madness.

The Wolver ines’ sea-
son ended ra ther
abrupt ly  af ter  they fe l l
to  Ohio Univers i ty,  65-
60,  in  Nashvi l le  Fr iday
night  when D.J .  Cooper
and the  Bobcats  se ized
the opportunity.

"We're  p laying our
best  basketbal l  of  the
year,  no doubt  about
that ,"  sa id  Ohio coach
John Groce.

The Bobcats  kept  the
Wolver ines  a t  bay ear ly
and of ten,  get t ing key
shots  by Cooper  (21
points)  and Wal ter  Of-
fut t  (11 points) .  Down
six with about four min-
utes to play,  co-Big Ten
freshman of  the  year
Trey Burke nai led  a
three  pointer  to  cut  the
lead to 63-60.

The Wolver ines ,  who
struggled shoot ing the
bal l  a l l  game,  needed a
two and a  s top to  take
control  of  the game, but
that  never  happened.  In
the  c los ing minutes ,
Michigan se t t led  for
three-pointers .  Six  of
the  seven shots  taken
were  launched f rom the
arc;  four  of  them were
launched by Burke.

"We were  real ly  em-
phasiz ing ( that )  th is
doesn ' t  have to  be  a  3-
point  game,"  Michigan
coach John Beilein said.
"Could we have got ten
more open looks?  Wel l ,
t ime would have told ,
but  those  were  the
choices he made,  and we
live with them."

While  the  loss  s t ings
for  Michigan fans ,  the
loss hurts  even more for
senior  capta ins  Zack
Novak and Stu  Dou-
glass.

"I  haven' t  cried over a
basketbal l  game s ince I
got  knocked out  in  high
school ,"  sa id  Douglass .
“So that  k ind of  paints
the  pic ture  for  you.  I
s t i l l  can ' t  bel ieve  what
happened.  We played a
great  team,  but  in  our
minds ,  in  my mind,  the
way i t  p layed out  over
and over  again  in  my
head,  i t  wasn' t  supposed
to  happen l ike  this .  I t ' s
going to be a hard thing
to face for a few days."

"I 'm t rying to  censor
how I 'm feeling," Novak
said.  ”I  don' t  even know
how to  descr ibe  i t .  We
lef t  some opportuni t ies
out  there  tonight .  That
makes i t  s t ing a l i t t le bi t
more.  We really thought
we had a team to make a
run this  year,  and I  s t i l l
th ink…Any other  night ,
you know? It  could hap-
pen.  But  that ' s  why
March is  crazy.”

Exper ts  warned
Michigan fans  that  an
upset  was possible.  That
didn’t  help  lessen the
blow in the locker room.
After  the  game,  p layers
wore  thei r  hear ts  on
their  s leeves.  I t  was ex-
t remely evident  that
tears  were  shed and
hearts  were broken.

The Wolver ines  were
tr i-champions in the Big
Ten,  shar ing the  t i t le
with Michigan State and
Ohio Sta te ,  thei r  f i rs t
t i t le  in  26 years .  The
foundat ion is  there  and
players  that  remain on
the  ros ter,  l ike  Jordan
Morgan,  vowed this  run
is only the beginning.

“It 's  not  going to hap-
pen l ike  th is  again ,”
Morgan sa id .  " I  know
me and the leaders we've
s t i l l  got  on th is  team.
We're not  going to let  i t
happen again . . .We've
worked too hard .  We've
worked way too hard in
the  offseason,  way too
hard in  pract ice .  We
star t  back up again  in
these  workouts ,  and i t ' s
not  going to happen l ike
this  again."

Michigan does  br ing
back a  very s t rong core
of  p layers  next  season.
Jordon Morgan,  Tim
Hardaway Jr. ,  Evan
Smotrycz ,  and Trey
Burke are al l  assumed to
be back next  season bar-
r ing any unforeseen de-
partures to the NBA.

Michigan a lso  gets  a
key big man returning to
act ion.  For  most  of  the
season,  Jon Horford was
sidelined with a foot  in-
jury.  Even though he
could  have re turned in
February,  Horford was
held out  by coaches,  en-
suring he’d be redshirted
this  season.  Last  year
Horford contr ibuted to
the  Wolver ines  in  key
moments off  the bench.

I f  incoming f reshman
Mitch McGary can be as
impactful as Cody Zeller
was for  Indiana,  Michi-
gan wi l l  be  jus t  as  for-
midable,  i f  not  more so,
as this  past  year.  Michi-
gan can move Horford to
power-forward,  and
move Smotrycz to small
forward,  a  more  natura l
posi t ion.  This  means
that  the  back-cour t
would consis t  of  Hard-
away Jr.  and Burke,  who
already have established
a rapport  this  season.

Couple  that  wi th  two
more incoming f resh-
man,  Nick Stauskas  and
Glenn Robinson III  (son
of  former  NBA star
Glenn Robinson) and an-
other  redshir t  forward
Max Biel fe ldt ,  and
Blake McLimans,  a  sea-
soned player  in  his  own
right ,  Michigan wi l l  be
jus t  f ine  wi th  the  foun-
dat ion Douglass  and
Novak lef t  in  th ei r
wake.

I t  fee ls  l ike  sum-
mer  here  in  The D,  but
i t ’s  ac tual ly  now off i -
c ia l ly  spr ing.   The
Tigers are on a roll ,  con-
t inuing their  dominance
in the Grapefruit  League
in  Spr ing Training,  the
Pis tons  s tood pat  a t  the
t rade  deadl ine ,  and in-
jur ies  cont inue to  ham-
per the Red Wings.

Detroi t  Tigers :
The Tigers  are  13-1-3
(wins-losses-t ies)  in the
Grapefrui t  League,  tear-
ing up Spr ing Training
with  the  bes t  record  of
a l l  teams.   Most  re-
cent ly,  the  Tigers  have
defeated the Washington
Nat ionals  twice ,  the
New York Mets ,  S t .
Louis Cardinals ,  and the
Bal t imore  Orioles .
Since they t ied the New
York Mets last  week, the
Tigers have won six in a
row.   The Tigers  s t i l l
have some young play-
ers  vying for  the  f i f th
starter  posi t ion.

Andy Ol iver,
Duane Below, and Jacob
Turner  are  looking to
win that  f i f th  and f inal
s tar t ing spot .   Al l  are
making great  cases  so

far.   
The Tigers  now

only have seven games
remaining in  Spr ing
Training before  they
start  their  season!  Their
next game will  be broad-
cas ted  l ive  on ESPN
agains t  the  At lanta
Braves  a t  1 :00pm.
Opening Day for  the
Tigers  i s  on  Thursday,
Apri l  5  a t  1 :05pm
agains t  the  Boston Red
Sox on ESPN2.

Detroi t  P is tons:
Since the last article,  the
Pis tons  have only  won
one game out  of  three ,
and are looking to reach
20 wins  by the  end of
the  month .   They beat
the Sacramento Kings in
Sacramento ,  124-112,
th is  pas t  Wednesday.
They then dropped two
in  a  row.   The Pis tons
lost to the Phoenix Suns,
109-101 two nights
later.

Then on Sunday,
the  Pis tons  fe l l  jus t
short  to the Los Angeles
Clippers,  87-83,  in over-
t ime.   Rumors  were
spreading days  before
the  NBA t rade  deadl ine
that  the  Pis tons  wanted
to  t rade  smal l  forward
Austin Daye.   He stayed
put ,  as  d id  every  other

Piston.
Any moves  the

Pis tons  want  to  make
wil l  have to  wai t  unt i l
the  offseason.   Unt i l
then,  the  Pis tons  s t i l l
have another  month and
a hal f  le f t  of  regular
season games.   Their
next  game is  against  the
Denver  Nuggets  on
Wednesday a t  9 :00pm.
They re turn  home for
one game agains t  the
Miami  Heat  before
going back on the  road
for another four games.

Detroi t  Red
Wings:   The Red Wings
have caught  the  in jury
bug, and they can’t  seem
to f ind a  remedy for  i t .
They have lost  their  past
four  games,  and s ix  of
e ight  s ince  the  month
started.   The Red Wings
fe l l  to  the  Los  Angeles
Kings,  5-2,  the Anaheim
Ducks,  4-0,  and the San
Jose Sharks 3-2 in over-
t ime.

Al l -Star  goal -
tender  J immy Howard
returned on Wednesday,
but  backup Joey Mac-
Donald  played that
night.   Unfortunately for
the  Wings ,  MacDonald
was in jured wi th  a
s t ra ined back.   He was
sent  home to  take  an

MRI to make sure i t  was
nothing ser ious .   The
Red Wings  recal led
goal tender  Jordan
Pearce  f rom Grand
Rapids  to  offse t  h is  in-
jury.   

S tar  p layer  Pavel
Datsyuk returned against
San Jose ,  and scored a
goal .   Third  l ine  center
Darren Helm lef t  in  the
third period against  San
Jose  wi th  a  leg  in jury,
and could be out  indefi-
n i te ly.   Among the  in-
jured,  Johan Franzen,
the  team’s  leading
scorer  i s  out  wi th  back
spasms,  captain  Nicklas
Lids t rom is  out  wi th  a
bruised ankle ,  defense-
men Jonathon Er icsson
is  out  wi th  a  broken
wrist,  and Jakub Kindl is
out  wi th  an  upper  body
injury unti l  at  least  next
week.   

The Red Wings’
next  game,  as  they look
to  break thei r  los ing
ways,  is  against  the New
York Rangers  a t  Madi-
son Square  Garden a t
7 :30pm on the  NBC
Sports  Network.   Af ter
that ,  they have e ight
games remaining in  the
regular  season before
the playoffs  s tart .
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The Madness Continues
Michigan is sent home early

The low down
on D-Town


