
THE STUDENT PUBLICATION AT THE UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN-DEARBORN

CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

BY DEANDRE MCDAY
STAFF WRITER

BY DEANDRE MCDAY
STAFF WRITER

BY KRISTEN
GOLEMBIEWSKI
STAFF WRITER

Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday MondayToday

60 40 60 35 49 33 56 38 60 46 65 45 59 42

VOL., XLI- NO.22 April 3, 2012

www.MichiganJournal.org

PR class, Vista Maria partner
for domestic abuse awareness

Lt. Dan Choi to visit
UM-D this week

UAW and Mich.
Dem. Youth endorse
Knezek’s campaign

New DPTV series tells Arab
American stories

ADA raises disability awareness

Lowdown on
D-Town

April in the D
Sports: Pg. 10

Two Life-
Changing
Lectures, 24

hours
Opinion: Pg. 4

Jane Goodall
visits CMU
Legendary
researcher
speaks
News: Pg. 2

Where did we
go wrong?

Leadership on a
commuter
campus
Opinion: Pg. 5

Student (is this
real) life?
Personality
quiz, J-14 style
Student Life: Pg. 8

Detroit: A City
on the Rise
Riverwalk
A&E: Pg. 6

DPTV
continued on page 2

Knezek
continued on page 2

This week’s
weather...

Titanic at the Henry Ford
Exhibit commemorates ship on 100th

anniversary of sinking

News: Page 2

PRIDE and Syrian Student
Union approved by SG
SSttuuddeenntt LLiiffee:: PPaaggee 99

BY ERIC CZAJKA
STAFF WRITER

The ICHIGAN
OURNAL

since 1971

On Saturday evening, the
Arab American National
Museum in Dearborn hosted
a reception screening and
discussion of the “Arab
American Stories,” a series
focusing on the diversity
and breadth of the Arab
American experience.  Ap-
proximately 200 people at-
tended the screening.

The 13-part series is
hosted by NPR’s Neda
Ulaby and documents 39 no-
table and diverse Arab
Americans who are making
an impact on society.  It
highlights Arab Americans
from almost all 22 countries

of Arab origin. 
The Detroit Public Televi-

sion (DPTV) series is pro-
duced and directed by Alicia
Sams, a second generation
Lebanese American. Sams
says that “when DPTV ap-
proached [her] with the op-
portunity to create a
television series about Arab
Americans, [she] leaped at
the chance to work on it
with them.”  Sams has also
worked on other documen-
taries – producing and di-
recting the Emmy
Award-winning HBO docu-
mentary “By The People:
The Election of Barack
Obama.”

“(The series) represents
what America is about,” said

Sams.  It tells the stories and
struggles of Arab immi-
grants in the United States.
The “Arab American Sto-
ries” celebrate diversity –
with profiles ranging from
actors and teachers to musi-
cians and businessmen.

“I learned a lot about
being Arab American,” said
Sams.  “You can’t explain it
with just one word.” 

Even though the series fo-
cuses on Arab Americans,
Sams’ goal is to increase the
cultural awareness and com-
petence of all Americans.

“I really want the non-
Arab community to love this

BY STEPHANIE COSBY
NEWS EDITOR

Students in Susan Sheth’s
Public Relations Campaigns
class have partnered with
Vista Maria for Sexual and
Domestic Abuse Awareness
Week, April 2 through 6.

The week’s activities stem
from the students’ semester-
long project with Vista Maria
and are meant to bring aware-

ness to the all-too-real prob-
lems of sexual and domestic
abuse.

“Domestic abuse isn’t
something that’s talked about
or that people are really open
to supporting,” says senior
Maya Younis, a student in
COMM 460. “People don’t
really want to jump on that
campaign because they don’t
want to confront the reality
that it happens.”

According to the National
Coalition Against Domestic
Violence (NCADV), one in
four women will experience
domestic violence in her life-
time, but most cases of do-
mestic violence are never
reported to the police. Women
aged 20-24 are at the greatest
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Iraqi veteran Lt. Dan Choi
will visit UM-Dearborn on
Thursday for a discussion at 6
p.m. in the Borg-Warner audi-
torium, located in the Institute
for Advanced Vehicle Systems
building.

After being honorably dis-
charged in 2009 for announc-
ing he was gay on a television
talk show, Choi went on to be
a powerful advocate for
LGBT civil rights and veteran
health issues. Choi played a
crucial role in the repealing of
the controversial “Don’t Ask,
Don’t Tell” law, the official
government policy that forced
gay military personnel to hide
their sexual orientation or
leave.

Such treatment put Choi in
a rather compromising situa-
tion. According to his website,
Choi recited the “Cadet
Prayer” every night at West
Point Military Academy, a
prayer that taught him to al-
ways “choose the harder right
over the easier wrong” and to
“never be content with a half
truth when a whole can be
won.”

Meditating on such ideals,
Choi found that legislation

like “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell”
was in direct violation of the
moral principles he’d been
taught and he vowed never to
lie about his true identity.

In March 2009, via live
TV, he told America that he
was gay. By June that same
year, he was standing trial for
it.

Fed up with political ex-
cuses, he and fellow gay vet-
eran Captain Jim Pietrangelo
marched to the White House
in spring 2010 and chained
themselves to the fence in
fierce opposition of how gays
were being treated. He and his
comrade went on to face a
night in jail. His words to the
judge who tried him: “Not
guilty, not ashamed, not fin-
ished.”

The scheduled discussion
will comprise of his experi-
ences in his battle against
“Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell,” the
ongoing struggles at the cross-
roads of the gay and military
communities, and his continu-
ing fight to be reenlisted.

More about Lt. Dan Choi’s
story can be found at his web-
s i t e :
http://ltdanchoi.com/index.ht
ml

UM-D’s Alliance for Dis-
ability Awareness (ADA)
dubbed this passing week
“Disability Awareness Week,”
an entire week dedicated to
promoting educational and so-
cial inclusion of those with
disabilities.

The disabled account for
nearly 10% of the American
population, making it one of
the largest minority groups in
the nation. Yet, despite the
overwhelming number of
Americans experiencing some
form of disability, they are
often the least represented.

In a country seemingly ob-
sessed with speed, the dis-
abled are very easily left
behind as accommodations for

them are seldom thought of
when new projects or innova-
tions are brought to light.

The word “disabled” very
often has a negative connota-
tion, implying that such a per-
son is incapable of doing
something deemed “normal”
by “able-bodied” citizens.

When one fails to meet a
certain criteria after being
born, or comes to fall beneath
a certain “standard” as they
mature—in a nation that
seems to pride itself on the
idea of “pulling oneself up by
their own bootstraps”—it be-
comes very easy to be over-
looked or forgotten.

UM-D’s ADA aimed to
stand as a beacon of hope
against such circumstances.
Their efforts included the

screening of a film about the
life of an elementary school
student with Down’s Syn-
drome and his battle with in-
clusion, a balloon-popping
fundraiser, a panel discussion

Aspiring Distr ict  11
State Representative and
current  Student  Govern-
ment President  David
Knezek received official
endorsements for  his
campaign from the UAW,
Region 1A and the
Michigan Democrat ic
Youth Caucus this  past
week.

“In this  race,  we’re
looking for  a  candidate
with the leadership and
courage to f ight  for  the
automotive industry and
its  workers,” said UAW,

Region 1A President
Rory Gamble in the en-
dorsement let ter.  “After
looking at both his polit-
ical platform and his per-
sonal background, in the
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Artifacts from “unsinkable” 
Titanic surface at The Henry

Ford Museum

Legendary Dr. Jane Goodall
visits Central Michigan

BY LINDSEY DESMET
STAFF WRITER

BY KYLE SCHAFER
STAFF WRITER

The Henry Ford Museum
offers up a rare look into the
salvaged remains of the Ti-
tanic in their latest exhibit, Ti-
tanic: The Artifact Exhibition.

The latest exhibit at the
Henry Ford that is creating
buzz is the over-300 piece
traveling exhibit dedicated to
the 100th anniversary of the
sinking of the Titanic.  The ar-
tifacts come from the wreck-
age of the ocean liner,
famously called “unsinkable.”

The 10,000 square foot ex-
hibit attempts to recreate sev-
eral rooms from the ship,
including a replica of the
Grand Staircase that was a
prized feature.  Local history
is brought into the exhibit, as
the Henry Ford teaches pa-
trons about passengers on the
ship with ties to Michigan.

It will mostly focus on the
human aspect of the tragedy,
including stories that can be
told through the artifacts, and
through the history of the
sinking, discovery, recovery,
and conservation efforts that
dot the ocean liner’s history.

The Titanic, which left
Southampton port, in Eng-
land, on April 10, 1912,
crashed into an iceberg on
April 15, 1912, resulting in its
sinking, as well as the loss of
1,512 of the passengers and
crew on board.  The wreckage
was not discovered until 1985,
and has since been visited nu-
merous times by historians,
filmmakers, tourists, and sal-
vagers, looking to bring back
artifacts from the shipwreck–
many of which will be on dis-
play.

The exhibit opened this
past Saturday, and will run
through the summer.  It will be

accompanied by several tie-in
events, including a tribute
event, “Titanic Remembered,”
on the evening of April 14;
“Titanic Tuesdays,” a speaker
and author lecture series,
scheduled for the second
Tuesday of each month; a
nonfiction IMAX docudrama;
and IMAX 3D showings of
James Cameron’s hit 1997
epic film Titanic.

People crowded the mu-
seum during opening week-
end, and it is expected to draw
numerous tourists, educational
field trips, and historians dur-
ing the exhibit’s five-month
run.

The exhibit will be on dis-
play at the Henry Ford Mu-
seum daily, from 9:30 a.m. to
5 p.m. on a timed basis, and
will run until September 1. It
is just a hop, skip, and a jump
away from campus, so head
on over!

World renowned primatol-
ogist and conservationist Dr.
Jane Goodall made a visit to
Central Michigan University’s
McGuirk Arena on March 28.
Goodall’s presentation was in-
troduced by CMU president
George Ross as a part of the
university’s speaker series.

After greeting the audience
“in chimpanzee,” Goodall fo-
cused on the theme of “Mak-
ing a Difference,” discussing
her early life and how she
came to work with chim-
panzees as well as the many
projects that her organization,
the Jane Goodall Institute, has
founded along the way.

“Jane Goodall’s talk about
primate behavior was very in-
teresting and her devotion to
preserve and restore species
and the environment is inspir-
ing for all to do meaningful
work,” said UM – D Anthro-
pology Club member Gina
Damitio.

Goodall is most well
known as the woman who dis-
covered tool use in chim-
panzees. She began studying
chimpanzees in Tanzania’s
Gombe National Park in 1960
with the encouragement of the
late anthropologist Louis
Leakey.

It was only after furthering
the world’s understanding of
chimpanzees and their learned
behaviors that Goodall re-
ceived a college degree.

“I got to Cambridge and
the professors told me I’d
done everything wrong,”

Goodall said of the Univer-
sity’s reaction to her naming
and recognizing emotion in
her subjects. “You cannot
share your life with a dog, a
cat, a pig […] and not realize
that the professors were
wrong.”

While she still visits Africa
and her beloved Gombe forest
at least twice each year,
Goodall now travels and gives
lectures 300 days per year in
order to spread her message of
caring about the planet and its
non-human inhabitants.

Goodall stressed the im-
portance of getting involved
in environmental activism.
She believes that humans
think only of ourselves and
how our lifestyles affect us in
the present, with no regard to
how our actions affect the en-
vironment or the world’s fu-
ture.

“We haven’t borrowed the
planet from our children.
We’ve been stealing,” Goodall

said.
The event was free of

charge and open to the public.
Tickets could be picked up at
CMU’s Ticket Central box of-
fice or ordered by phone for a
small shipping fee.

Several University of
Michigan – Dearborn students
made the two and a half hour
trek to CMU to see Goodall
speak. While some students
drove on their own, carpools
were also organized by the
UM – D’s Association of Stu-
dent Anthropologists and En-
vironmental Club.

“I came away from the
speech with a feeling of hope
and inspiration,” said Anthro-
pology Club member Kim-
berly Oliver.

A short question and an-
swer period followed
Goodall’s speech, as well as a
book signing. Jane Goodall
Institute memberships, books
and merchandise were avail-
able for purchase on site.

Knezek 
continued from page 1
end,  David Knezek was
the clear choice.”

According to i ts  web-
site,  the UAW is “one of
the largest  and most  di-
verse unions in the
world” and has been
going strong for over 75
years. 

“It’s an honor that the
UAW believes I am equal
to the task of bringing an
end to the near-constant
at tacks coming out  of
Lansing on Michigan’s
working families and the
unions that  represent

DPTV 
continued from page 1

and learn something,” Sams
said. 

She also hopes that the
stories will be utilized as an
educational tool.  The docu-
mentary will broadcast na-
tionally later in 2012 and
episodes will be made avail-
able On Demand.  Educators
will be able to use the indi-
vidual stories in their cur-
riculum nationwide.

“In order for the stories to
have broad impact, we are
launching an outreach and
engagement campaign with

national educational and in-
stitutional partners,” Sams
said in her Director’s State-
ment.  “The hub of this en-
gagement program will be
our multi-media website.”

Sams wants to create a
story bank on the website so
that individuals can submit
their own, unique stories.

She encourages audience en-
gagement through the web-
site and social media
campaigns. 

“This is just scratching
the surface, giving people
enough to want to learn
more,” said Sams.

The series premiered on
Monday, April 2 on DPTV.

ADA 
continued from page 1
with local advocates of the
disabled community, and an-
other discussion about de-
structive, derogatory slang
geared toward disabled indi-
viduals.

The Alliance for Disability
Awareness is dedicated to pro-
viding educational and social
opportunities relating to the
interest of students with dis-
abilities, and promoting
awareness within the commu-
nity.

More information about the
organization can be found on
their website here: http://al-
liance.umd.umich.edu/

them,” Knezek stated on
his off icial  Facebook
page.

The Michigan Demo-
cratic Youth Caucus sung
similar  praises of
Knezek. “David will  pro-
vide the young energy
and fresh ideas that  are
so badly needed in Lans-
ing,” stated Youth Cau-
cus Chair  Derek Dobies
in the endorsement letter.

To learn more about
Knezek’s State Repre-
sentat ive campaign or
check out  his  other  en-
dorsements,  visi t
www.voteknezek.com. 

Neda Ulaby, NPR reporter
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Retractions

BY CHANDAR BALAKUMAR
GUEST WRITER

In the March 27 issue in an article
titled The Michigan Journal 

celebrates 40 years, Saudi Arabia
was spelled incorrectly

Racial concerns rampant in responses to The Hunger Games

BY STEPHANIE COSBY
NEWS EDITOR

Racism in pop culture?

Down with 
Dearborn?

While the film adaptation
of Suzanne Collins’ beloved
book The Hunger Games
raked in a record-breaking
$155 million during its open-
ing weekend and had many
critics raving, it has received a
wide range of race-based crit-
icism.

As Jezebel reported, hun-
dreds of fans flooded Twitter
with racist comments regard-
ing several of the film’s cast-
ing choices, specifically that
of 12-year-old African-Amer-
ican Rue. “Why does she have
to be black not gonna lie that
kind of ruined the movie,”
tweeted one. “Kk call me
racist but when I found out rue
was black her death wasn’t as
sad,” tweeted another.

What makes these racist re-
sponses even more befuddling
is that most of the characters
of concern were specifically

described as black in the
books. Rue, for instance, is
described as having “thick
dark hair,” “dark satiny brown
skin,” and “golden eyes.”
Writer Suzanne Collins also
confirmed to Entertainment
Weekly that Rue is African-
American. 

Jezebel writer Lindy West
pointed out that these re-
sponses “raise knotty ques-
tions about what we see when
we read--how our brains con-
ceptualize things that aren’t
explicitly dictated, the ways
our subconscious is condi-
tioned to fill in the blanks.” 

Even when race is explic-
itly stated, as in the Rue situa-
tion, many readers apparently
still envisioned her and the
other characters as specifically
white. Could this be an effect
of the overrepresentation of
whites and the underrepresen-
tation of minorities in Ameri-
can mass media?

Media and other fans ex-

pressed related surprise and
concern over the race-specific
casting call and the subse-
quent choice of white actress
Jennifer Lawrence as the
racially-ambiguous main
character, Katniss Everdeen. 

In the books, Katniss has
olive skin, dark hair and grey
eyes, meaning she could be
any number or mixture of eth-
nicities. The Wall Street Jour-
nal and other sources reported,
however, that the casting call
specifically stated the ideal
Katniss should be a female
who is “Caucasian, between
ages 15 and 20, who could
portray someone underfed but
strong and naturally pretty un-
derneath her tomboyishness.” 

Racebending, a “grassroots
organization of media con-
sumers that advocates for un-
derrepresented groups in

entertainment media” wrote
that The Hunger Games cast-
ing call process “reflected the
continued barriers actors of
color and communities of
color face in accessing repre-
sentation in film.”

The underrepresentation of
minorities and/or “Hollywood
whitewashing” is nothing
new. Jezebel pointed back to
the Avatar: The Last Airben-
der controversy, in which di-
rector M. Night Shyamalan
cast white actors in the heroic,
“explicitly Asian roles,” and
cast dark-skinned South
Asians as the villains. You
might also remember the Cou-
ples Retreat controversy, in
which the American poster
featured three white couples
and one black couple, but the
UK version featured only
white couples. 

risk of nonfatal intimate part-
ner violence, but children suf-
fer as well. An estimated 30%
to 60% of perpetrators of inti-
mate partner violence also
abuse children in the house-
hold.

“When women and young
girls live with domestic vio-
lence in their homes, and
parental protection from harm
is limited, the risk of being
physically or sexually abused
increases dramatically,” says
Bea Preece, another student in
the 460 class. “In severe cases,
women have lost their lives.”

Vista Maria, established in
1883, is a nonprofit that works
with high-risk girls and chil-
dren. The organization prima-
rily serves adolescent girls
ages 11 to 17 and provides
services such as shelter, edu-
cation, counseling, and reha-
bilitation – resources victims
of assault, abuse, neglect, and
trauma need to rebuild their
lives.

As the Vista Maria website
says, victims of domestic sex-
ual abuse come into their care
“with low self-esteem, feel-
ings of worthlessness, a dis-
torted view of sex and many
have suicidal thoughts. Others
show symptoms of depres-
sion, isolation, self-harming,
self-medicating or Post Trau-
matic Stress Disorder.”

Like the slogan for the
Awareness Week says – abuse
doesn’t always leave visible
signs.

“Unfortunately, this is a se-
rious problem and people
don’t take it seriously,” says
Younis. “I feel our generation
likes to make fun of every-
thing, which is why you have

people making Chris Brown
jokes. As a result, the serious-
ness of this issue isn’t catch-
ing on.”

The week’s events start
with a flash mob on the UC
Stage at 12:30 p.m. on Mon-
day. Students will be passing
out candy and sharing infor-
mation about Vista Maria on
Tuesday. An Abuse Expo will
be held from 11:30 a.m. to
1:30 p.m. on Wednesday in
1225 UC, with a Vista Maria
representative speaking from
12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. Food
will be served for those at-
tending the speech.

WUMD will be broadcast-
ing programming about Vista
Maria, domestic abuse, and
related topics on Wednesday
and Thursday.

The week will culminate
Friday in a fundraiser at
BlackFinn American Saloon
in Royal Oak. The event starts
at 8:00 p.m., and contributions
can be made directly to Vista
Maria. Those who purchase a
wristband (with all money
from wristband sales going di-
rectly to Vista) can take ad-
vantage of $4 you-call-its
until 11:00 p.m.

Throughout the week, the
students encourage everyone
to speak up about abuse on
Facebook and Twitter. It is
their goal to make #Rebuild-
ingLivesUMD a trending
topic.

All events are open to the
public. For more information,
visit the UM-D for Vista
Maria Facebook page,
www.facebook.com/UMD-
forVistaMaria or follow them
on twitter @UMD4Vista. To
learn more about Vista Maria
or to donate or volunteer, visit
www.vistamaria.org.

Down with Detroit, a
local clothing company
drew the ire of many local
metro area residents this
week with one of its new t-
shirt designs promoting
Dearborn’s large ethnic
Arab population.

The design incorporates
the word “Dearborn”
spelled in Arabic letters,
with the company specify-
ing their intention as show-
casing the area’s rich
culture. Though many have
come forward to say other-
wise, worried of any racial
connotations.

Compared to similar racy
logos depicting cactuses
wearing a sombrero high-
lighting Mexicantown and
another with the name
“Taylortucy” satirizing the
city of Taylor, the current
“Dearborn” design was the
one to catch the heat of res-
idents.

“We didn't view this de-
sign any differently than
our Corktown, Hamtramck
and Mexicantown shirts,
but it sure was received" the
company announced Thurs-
day in response to the 300
plus comments on the com-
pany’s Facebook post.
Though the reaction is

mixed within the local com-
munity, closer at home in
UMD, the reaction is overly
supportive of the design.

“Quite frankly, I do not
think it is offensive whatso-
ever because I have seen a
shirt that says Michigan in
Chinese before,” replied
freshmen Ruishen Teh

“It is no secret that we
have a culturally diverse
community and a large Arab
population. We are proud to
display our cultures and
share them within the com-
munity,” added Dearbon
resident and sophomore
Christine Hall

“It disheartens me to see
that a shirt simply written
in Arabic could be seen as
racist by some people,”
President-Elect Dennis
Lienhardt said.

Being relatively new to
the business since its found-
ing in 2006, honors such as
HOUR Media’s Best of De-
troit have been awarded to
highlight the company’s ef-
forts within the metro De-
troit area.

The company’s other de-
signs of “Detroit won’t
techno for an answer!” and
“Great Lakes State of
Mind”, do a service by pro-
moting Michigan and its
communities.

Amandla Stenberg plays Rue

Jennifer Lawrence plays Katniss Everdeen

IMDB.com

IMDB.com
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“Congress shall make no law . . . abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press. . .”

First Amendment of the United States Constitution

BY IGNACIO MARQUEZ
GUEST COLUMNIST
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wwaass aa tthheemmee iinn ““TThhee

HHuunnggeerr GGaammeess””?? 
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Two life-changing lectures, twenty-four hours 

This past week I had the
pleasure of attending not
one, but two special events
that I know have forever al-
tered my perspective.

The first was expected
and anticipated. The latter
was ambiguous at first, and
then turned out to be a
lovely surprise.

Two completely different
lectures, two radically dif-
ferent presenters, all within
the span of 24 hours.

My mind is still reeling a
few days later.

The first was a lecture
given by none other than
Jane Goodall, one of my
childhood heroes. I road-
tripped it up to Central
Michigan University on
Wednesday night with a few
close friends and a car full
of snacks, practically shak-
ing from excitement. I was
confident that whatever
Jane chose to speak about, it
would be absolutely won-
derful. I could hardly wait
for the lecture to begin.

I can honestly say that I
have never encountered a
person who truly epito-
mized beauty, both inside
and out, until I saw Dr.
Goodall walk on that stage.

As her lilting British ac-
cent entranced the audience

with stories of her child-
hood and her worldly trav-
els, I was truly amazed with
what she had done with her
life and how far she had
managed to come. She was
born into a family of little
means, but her mother
never let her give up on her
dream of working with ani-
mals. Goodall waitressed
tables for a few years in-
stead of attending college,
saving up until she had
enough money for a one-
way ticket to Africa. After
spending months on the
continent doing research
with chimpanzees, she re-
turned to England to obtain
her doctorate. Not her bach-
elor’s, or her master’s – her
doctorate, based solely on
the observations she had
made while studying
chimps on a reservation.
This, to me, is incredible. It
proves that loving what one
does allows one to make
anything possible.

Throughout her hour
speech, Goodall continually
dropped little tidbits of ad-
vice that were simple, but
great in their simplicity. She
began by telling the audi-
ence that every day, you
have the chance to make a
difference in the world, and
you decide what kind of im-
pact you are going to make.
She also strongly recom-
mended not to live one’s
life for money, and to really
consider the effects of every
act we commit on this
Earth.

Goodall spends 300 days
out of the year traveling the
world delivering these types
of messages to the global
population. She is one of

those people who you look
at, and just know that you
will NEVER get on their
level. But you’re strangely
okay with that.

And although the people
working the event shuffled
through the line for auto-
graphs faster than fast-food
restaurant employees dur-
ing the lunch rush, I still
had a chance to make eye
contact with Jane Goodall,
and even to shake her hand.
What an honor that was, I
cannot convey. It is over-
whelming enough to come
face to face with someone
you avidly read about and
admired as a child. It is
quite another thing to meet
a person who has affected
millions of lives and has
dedicated her own life to
making a better world for
prosperity’s sake. I am still
pinching myself, to be quite
honest.

The second lecture was
really a hip-hop symposium
at the University of Michi-
gan Ann Arbor Detroit Cen-
ter, which I attended for one
of my classes. Unlike Dr.
Goodall’s presentation, I
went in having no idea what
to expect.

Walking in with my
classmates and discovering
fruit plates, chicken wings,
and white chocolate
macadamia nut cookies the
size of my head was an ex-
cellent indicator for how
the rest of the afternoon
was going to proceed.

The title of the sympo-
sium was “And the Legacy
Continues,” focusing on the
history of hip-hop and its
role in Detroit. The event
began with an introduction

by Steve Furay of Common
Breath Media, a local com-
pany which supports and
assists Detroit musicians.
Following Furay was
Khalid El-Hakim, creator
and curator of The Black
History 101 Mobile Mu-
seum. While obtaining his
undergraduate degree, El-
Hakim was inspired by a
sociology professor to use
artifacts as a way to teach
and understand history. At-
tendees to the Detroit Cen-
ter on Woodward could
browse a collection of LPs,
news magazines, and other
hip-hop artifacts before the
panel began that included
everything from a Notori-
ous B.I.G. action figure
(what I would do for one of
those…) to hand-written
lyrics by Proof.

El-Hakim began his por-
tion of the panel by holding
up a children’s book called
(to my huge disbelief) “Ten
Little Ni****s,” with an ac-
companying illustration on
the cover. He explained that
this is the type of book kids
were reading a little over
half a century ago. While I
am thankful that such bla-
tant acts of racism are not
as easily found today, I
completely agree with El-
Hakim that these artifacts
should be preserved so that
we are reminded not only of
what we have done, but of
how far we have come.

The biggest part of the
symposium was led by De-
troit hip-hop group 5ELA,
currently made up of
Thyme, Mudd, and DJ
Sicari. They led what was
basically an informal panel,
discussing everything from

the origins of hip-hop to
Detroit’s role in hip-hop
culture. 5ELA gets their
name from the 5 elements
of hip-hop: DJing, MCing,
Graffiti Art, B-Boying, and
(most importantly) Knowl-
edge. They have been
around for years; Thyme
and Mudd have been friends
since they were 5 years old,
growing up in the same
neighborhood as Marshall
“Eminem” Mathers and De-
Shaun “Proof” Holton.
Mudd was even with Proof
when he was shot and killed
back in 2006.

Like Goodall, the group
made a lot of insightful
comments that really
changed the way I now
think about music and the
city of Detroit in general.
They talked about how it
took years and years for
corporate America to learn
how to bottle up and sell
hip-hop to a mass market.
Then again, as DJ Sicari
said, “You don’t hear about
anyone listening to Chingy
anymore.” The true hip-hop
artists, who used music as a
way to express their frustra-
tions about their communi-
ties being devastated, have
lasted. “Don’t push me be-
cause I’m close to the edge
/ I am trying not to lose my
head” is so much more lay-
ered, more powerful than
“Rack City bitch, Rack
Rack City bitch.”

One of my favorite com-
ments of the whole after-
noon also came from DJ
Sicari. While discussing
modern, corporate hip-hop,
Sicari referenced a song I
am sure many UM-Dear-
born students are familiar

with: “I GOTTA WHOLE
LOTTA MONEY!” said
Sicari. “Yeah, so what?
What are you going to do to
better your community?”

As far as Detroit itself is
concerned, all five panel
members believe that the
city is a think tank, contain-
ing the best and the bright-
est in the country. “It’s like
we are sleeping on our-
selves,” said Thyme. What
he meant is that there is so
much talent and so many re-
sources in the Detroit met-
ropolitan area, and so many
people are the best in their
fields, that we often stum-
ble over ourselves when it
comes down to being pro-
ductive. But if we go any-
where else in the country,
we outshine everyone else,
and everyone tries to copy
what we do.

And he’s right. He is ab-
solutely right.

I left the Detroit Center
with the natural high I get
from interacting with gen-
uine, caring, and inspira-
tional individuals, and with
a new hope for Detroit. Just
as I left Mount Pleasant the
night before with a new
hope for the world around
us, and for our generation’s
impact on the earth.

I would definitely recom-
mend to anyone to YouTube
both 5ELA and Jane
Goodall. Listen to the for-
mer’s raps and the latter’s
appeals to global conserva-
tionists. They are real, and
they are spoken from the
heart. These people have
touched my life, and I am
certain…or at least I
hope…that they will touch
yours.

BY ELIZABETH BASTIAN
OPINION EDITOR

“I do not believe that the Hunger Games dealt with race but rather
with issues of socioeconomic status and exploitation of people by

their government. Race was not focused on in the plot which is
why the recent comments about the race of the characterrs has

been so baffling to me.”

Jessica Mull
(via Facebook)

“I think people are making it more of an issue than necessary. It!s
ridiculous, actually.”

Andrew Renaud
@andrewrenaud

“If you want to be technical, yes. Is it a big deal? No.”Benjamin Szilagy
@benszilagy

Follow The Michigan Journal’s 
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@UMDMJWOM
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Uncle Sam to America: Trust me

What is the purpose of
American government? Is the
purpose of government to
protect our homeland from
foreign invasion? Is it to pro-
tect our rights from being
trampled on by individuals or
a group of individuals? Is it to
protect private property? Is it
to enforce laws?

Or is it to provide us with
“jobs,” access to health care,
and provide us with a retire-
ment when we get older, en-
suring big companies do not
crumble in tough economic
times while watching others
fall? Is the purpose of Ameri-
can government to give away
billions in foreign aid to poor,
unstable nations while they
watch once great prosperous
cities like Detroit crumble in
misery, poverty, and crime? Is
it to protect American citizens
from themselves? Or is it to
protect special interest groups
and criminals in our own gov-

ernment?
When governments en-

gage in acts that are unjust, or
exercise power they have no
right taking (or giving away
for that matter), are they still
a government that is ordained
by the people, for the people?
Or have they become a gov-
ernment by special interest,
for special interest? When
governments blatantly lie to
our faces and get away with it,
who is at fault more: those
who have deceived, or the en-
ablers who continue to vote
corrupted incumbents back in
to office? There are many
ways the government lies to
us, and it’s not just one party
in particular either.

“It’s the economy, stupid.”
Government statistics are

not statistics at all—they’re
propaganda. The most popu-
lar economic statistics, such
as unemployment, Gross Do-
mestic Product (GDP), Con-
sumer Price Index (CPI),
inflation, and even our na-
tional debt are completely

misleading. The biggest lie
being tossed around by the
government is that we are out
of the recession and the econ-
omy is picking up—um, for
who? For bank CEOs? Yes.
For people on Wall Street?
Yes. For people selling mili-
tary defense contracts? Oh
yes--the war drums have
never been louder. For the ad-
ministrators who run univer-
sities across America, hell
yes. They’re finding ways to
increase their pay while stu-
dents across America struggle
to pay record high tuition
rates. They’re not going to
take a pay cut, no matter how
much President Obama says
universities need to play a
bigger role in capping tuition
costs. Their reason is the same
reason why large banks paid
out billions in bonuses to
CEOs at the expense of the
tax payer: “We need to keep
talent here.” For the rest of us
who are not so connected in
this economy, things are look-
ing pretty rough. 

Check Out the Rest of the
Article and Others on

www.michiganjournal.org
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Road to a swimsuit stomach
BY GABRIELLE BOYER
STAFF COLUMNIST

BY ALEX MICH
STAFF COLUMNIST

While shopping in Kohl’s
the other day for coats, I was
bombarded with something
else--swimsuits. First off, I’d
like to point out that whoever
determines “fashion” seasons
is not from Michigan. But
with the unusually warm
weather last month, I’d
thought I’d look through
them. It went something like
this, bikini, bikini, one piece,
bikini, monokini, tankini,
bikini, bikini…and then a
whole section of wraps.

I am going to out myself
here and now. I hate swimsuit
cover-ups. They’re dishonest
and they send a message that
you don’t like your body, and
THEY COVER UP THE
PRETTY SWIMSUITS.

Whenever I ask girls
why they wear cover-ups, it
almost always comes back to
the same thing.

“I don’t like my stom-
ach.”

I remember when I did
the Miss Wayne County pag-
eant; during the swimsuit
competition one girl started
painting her stomach to
“make it look more defined.”
Another girl started to do sit
ups to make her muscles
tighten right before she went
on.  Ironically, the girl with
the most confidence won that
part, not the girls with the
tightest stomach or the “best”
bodies.

People, in general, think
that swag is a lot hotter than
“tightness.”

So if you’re still reading
(probably not) you’re proba-
bly thinking something along
the lines of “But, oh Gabby,
I’d still like to have a flat
tummy, because it’s some-
thing I’ve always wanted and
all the pretty people and mod-
els have flat stomachs and it’s
not fair!”

So I guess stepping off
my soapbox about self-confi-
dence being better than phys-
ical beauty, I will tell you how
to get a flat tummy. I have a
few disclaimers first.

1. You will never be
happy with how you look
until you change your atti-
tude.

2. This is a commitment.
You can’t do this once a
month and expect results.

3. If you feel the need to
stop eating, throw up, or go on
a crazy diet to look good, ball
up this article and throw it out.
My articles are about loving
yourself enough to be well,
not fitting into some stereo-
type of what is good. Healthy
is not a specific weight or
size, it’s about how you feel
about yourself. Go ahead and
eat a cookie. 

With that said, let’s delve
into the workout.

STEP ONE: Cardio

What?! No sit ups? No
planks?

Oh they’re coming, just not
yet. The reason I have cardio
first is something that a lot of
people don’t think about. The
way your body is layered is
that you have adipose tissue
(laymen’s term is fat) over
muscle. To break down this
adipose, you need aerobic ex-
ercise rather than just strength
training. If you don’t break
down this adipose, you will
still build up the muscle, but
no one will be able to see it.

I recommend at least
twenty minutes of running,
but you can do an exercise
tape, hit the elliptical, or ride
your bike.

STEP TWO: Leg Lifts

Okay, you all should be fa-
miliar with this one, but if

you’re not, here’s how to do
them. Lie flat on your back.
Place your legs together. Lift
your legs to approximately 85
degrees and slightly push off
the ground with your hips.
Bring legs down. Repeat. You
will feel this especially in
your stomach, legs and hips.

I recommend doing this in
three reps of twenty.

STEP THREE: Planks

Planks are, in my opinion,
the most vile thing known to
wellnessdom (yes I made that
up), but are absolutely essen-
tial to strengthening your
core. Get on your stomach;
place your forearms and toes
firmly on the ground and push
up. Your back should be
straight and your butt should
be down to get the full effect.

STEP FOUR: Sit ups

This one was an obvious
one and there are hundreds of
ways to do them. If you take
small weights and do it, you
have a nice arm workout too.
If you do an inclined sit up,
it’s harder. In any form the old
gym requirement is great for
abs, and your obliques. Make
sure you do side sit ups, too.  

STEP FIVE: Stretching

Why is stretching on this
list? Because if you work out
hard and then tear your mus-
cles, you won’t be in any
shape to show off to anyone.
Stretching prevents injury,
tones the muscles and in-
creases flexibility. Start slow
and don’t overextend your-
self.

Usually, if you fit in this
workout a couple of times a
week you will see a flatter
belly. Good luck, and see you
at the pool.

For those of you who are
unfamiliar with my methods
of communication, I’m quite
fond of running through
bushes. What I mean is that
I’m bluntly honest, and if
there is something on my
mind that merits heartfelt con-
cern, I’ll be the first of few to
tell it like it is. With that being
said, if you don’t like the di-
rect approach and are part of
that small percentage of peo-
ple that “attempt to make a
difference on campus,” read
the next article, because I’m
not holding back my punches
on this topic. However, in an
attempt to reduce the level of
drama an article like this can
create, I have strongly at-
tempted to avoid using names
of both people and organiza-
tions.

When I look at the his-
tory of this campus’ engage-
ment, both with the
community and internally, I
can’t really do much but
shake my head at the clear
disappointment it has perma-
nently left scarred into my
memories. I’m talking about a
campus life that was bustling
with participation and liveli-
ness, when you could walk
outside and people were play-
ing a game of football or ulti-

mate. When there were soccer
games on every stretch of
grass you could find. Where
you couldn’t count how many
people were walking around
outside near the University
Center, nor have a moment’s
peace on its second floor, be-
cause every organization was
trying to host our campus’
“next big thing.” Some of you
will read that and reminisce
about those times, like I am
right now. But the majority of
you will doubt its authenticity,
because in the years you’ve
been here, you’ve never wit-
nessed such electricity once.
And whether you take the
time out of your life to get in-
volved, or you simply just
drive here for the purpose of
a boring college life of school,
home and/or work, it isn’t be-
cause you overlooked it that
you haven’t witnessed it. It’s
because it isn’t there at all.

We’ve diminished from
that light, from the little
grandeur that we possessed.
Most organizations have
given up on entertaining the
entire campus, and decreasing
the image and mentality of a
“commuter only campus.”
Honestly, it’s embarrassing to
know that having a great
turnout at an event is 100+
people, when we have a cam-
pus of over 9,000 (no Vegeta
jokes please). The last Student

Government elections had
nearly 700 votes for presiden-
tial positions. That means that
our future Student Govern-
ment is only visible to less
than 10% of the student body.
And I could easily have an-
other topic discussion about
whose fault that is, but that’s
not what this article is voic-
ing. This article is voicing the
here and now, and what hap-
pened for it to be this way.

Honestly, it all comes
down to leadership and the
quality of it. It’s not just the
leadership of the students, but
also of those in charge of the
students. Every time I walk
by the hypocrites and cowards
in the Student Activities Of-
fice, I wonder exactly what it
is they are doing, or rather,
what it is they are supposed to
do, because I haven’t seen any
positive direction from them,
or heard of anything positive
about them in general. And
this isn’t in reference to every
member of the SAO, because
some of them do work hard.
But there are times I wish that
Randy Dillard were in charge
of things, because even if he
did the same things I see now,
I at least know that I would
see him more often, without it
having to be a result of him
going to the restroom or tak-
ing a break from FarmVille.
And at least he has the profes-

sionalism to not talk about his
co-workers, the students, be-
hind their backs because of a
survey where someone might
have given constructive criti-
cism along the lines of “you
need to stop f**ing up.” If
any change is going to happen
from here on out, it needs to
start at the foundation of the
problem, and coming to work
from 9-5 with the mentality
that you’re just here to pay the
bills on time, while you have
students here from 8 a.m. to
11 p.m. busting their asses off
for next to nothing, is a prob-
lem.

This leads me into my
next form of leadership: stu-
dent leadership. And this
doesn’t just reside with Uni-
versity Sponsored Organiza-
tions like Wolf Pack or
Campus Video, but also to
Recognized Student Organi-
zations like Amnesty Interna-
tional, Game Club, and the
Muslim Student Association.
The difference between the
leaders we remember and the
leaders we have today is pas-
sion and sacrifice. The biggest
misconception about a leader
is that it’s hard. Being a leader
isn’t hard, being a difference
maker is. You can be bad, and
still be a “leader.” But to ac-
tually use that position to
make a change, to fulfill your
goals and act upon your pas-

sion, requires you to be inhu-
man. You have to be so pas-
sionate about what you do
that you guide others to you
like a beacon of light, but at
the same time be willing to
sacrifice everything that soci-
ety requires of you (educa-
tion, relationships, sleep,
food, free time) if you have to
choose between what you
want and what you lead. The
childish mentality that it
seems fun, or you want to be
cool, or that it’ll look good on
your resume aren’t enough
anymore. And the proof of
that is what we see now. Or-
ganizations that took poetry
from something passionate
and articulate to something
sloppy and slapped together.
Organizations that could
change how we view our
campus and our involvement
on it decide to entertain us
with childhood experiences
like wax hands, moon bounc-
ers, and other trivial matters
that are not the overall expec-
tation of the students on cam-
pus, or worthy of students that
pay $4,500+ per semester.
Let’s not even discuss our
volunteer center, which, for
whatever reason, has decided
to separate ties with United
Way for Southeastern Michi-
gan, or radio station, where
the lights are always on but no
one’s home. There’s talk

about being more involved
with Ann Arbor, and there’s
still segregation between
CASL, the UC, the Social
Science Building, and the
School of Management/Col-
lege of Business.

So where does it all go
from here? How does this all
change? How do we take
steps in the right direction?
Why aren’t our difference
makers actually making a dif-
ference? The answer is sim-
ple, but it’s not mine to give.
I’m graduating. These are
problems soon to be in the
past. But if you want a step in
the right direction, here’s a
very cliché hint: be the
change you want to see. Lead-
ership isn’t a position or a
title; it’s a movement, a de-
cree. You don’t have to be in
charge to be a leader; you just
have to be someone who
cares. And who knows:
maybe all this campus needed
was someone angry enough to
inspire change, and someone
young enough to lead it.

But that’s all I have to
say on this. Like I said before:
this isn’t my problem any-
more. It’s yours. Whether you
decide to act or be silent is up
to you, but you can’t say you
weren’t aware that there is a
problem anymore, because
you were just educated on it.

The results of a recent
CNN/ORC International poll
released on Mar. 26, 2012,
show that nearly 75% of
Americans believe that
George Zimmerman should
be arrested – a truly stagger-
ing number.

Even with the overwhelm-
ing public outcry for justice,
it’s hard to tell if the man who
shot Trayvon Martin to death
will be charged with a crime.
And even if he is, will justice
have been served? The slain
17-year-old high school junior

was guilty of nothing besides
being in the wrong place at
the wrong time. He was not a
major criminal. He was not a
gang member or a drug dealer.
By all reports he was a good,
wholesome teenager – and
yet, his life was cut short.

The tragedy is that Martin
will never be able to learn,
love, or live again.

The death of Trayvon Mar-
tin draws many parallels to a
racially motivated killing that
occurred in Mississippi in
1955 – the murder of Emmett
Till. Till was just a boy when
he reportedly whistled at a
white woman in a local Mis-

sissippi market. The outrage
from this led to the 14-year-
old being kidnapped, beaten
and shot to death by a group
of white men.

Till had violated a de facto
law in that existed in the
South in 1955. Black men
were not to flirt with white
woman. Outrage over the
murder created national pub-
licity that forever made the
name Emmett Till synony-
mous with racial injustice. It
was a dark period in Ameri-
can history.

Flash forward 57 years and
America is once again experi-
encing a death that in many

ways is equivalent to Till’s.
Trayvon Martin also broke

a social code. It may not be as
acknowledged as the de facto
laws of the 1950s and 1960s,
but it is as widely recognized.
Martin was a black male who
was dressed in a black hoodie,
walking in a predominately
white neighborhood. Stereo-
types may have overtaken the
shooter, Zimmerman, who
viewed him as suspicious.

Zimmerman was a self-ap-
pointed neighborhood watch
captain. He did not have the
training or experience that po-
lice officers have. It was most
likely was a combination of

inexperience, stereotyping,
and other factors that led to
Zimmerman shooting Martin.

Maybe Zimmerman is ar-
rested and charged with a
crime – or maybe he isn’t. I
don’t see it mattering either
way. The issue will remain
with either outcome. There is
a stereotyping of black men in
this country.

Racism and prejudice is far
from being abolished. Fear
and ignorance lead to hate and
violence; racism is alive and
thriving in this nation. The big
question is how to teach toler-
ance and suppress bigotry. Di-
versity is what gives this

nation its strength, and we
must continue to teach toler-
ance of it.

The term ‘melting pot’
seems to be thrown around a
lot. In school children are
taught that America is a place
where people of any creed or
ethnicity can come to escape
oppression and live their lives
without fear. We are taught
that we all have universal
rights that can’t be taken
away. Yet, with every injus-
tice committed against mi-
norities, I find myself
watching that great pot strain
– its metal cracking and rust-
ing away.

History repeats itself in racial murder controversy 57 years later

Where did we go wrong?

Detroit Factory

BY ERIC G. CZAJKA
GUEST COLUMNIST

BY UZOMA OKEKE
GUEST COLUMNIST

cess.  It now has 1 million em-
ployees within a factory the
size of…well, Detroit of
course.  The factory is de-
signed to keep churning out
money for the new State of
Michigan Corporation.  The
new Michigan Corporation
seeks to provide the world

other factories and corpora-
tions.  The manager for the
factory is making sure that the
finances are continually in
order to bring in a profit from
the revenue it generates from
its work force.  As such, the
factory needs to be able to
provide a viable economic en-

vironment that will produce a
strong tax base.  The workers
can go about doing whatever
they wish so long as it pro-
vides money to the city.  One
of its key proponents is the
strong P.R. campaign that is
done to create a positive atti-
tude amongst the work force.

Imagine Detroit in 15
years…or rather, The Detroit
Factory.  It is a new factory
that serves nothing more than
to be the model city of suc-

The factory has done so
through its brilliant magazine
entitled “A City on the Rise.”
With that, the factory has
vastly improved... 

with a model of true fiscal
management.  It is as if it was
an Internet site, you are not
entirely sure what that corpo-
ration is making, but at the
very least, it is making money.

Already, the factory is
starting to pick up steam and
is attempting to compete with

Story, 
continued on 
www.michiganjournal.org
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“The strait.”  That’s the
meaning of the word Detroit.
Antoine de la Mothe
Cadillac, the founder of
Detroit, thought of that word
because of how Lake Erie and
Lake St. Clair connect by the
Detroit River.  

Many cities utilize the
water they are on.  Most cities
are based around bodies of
water, whether that is a river,
a lake, or the ocean.
Historically, that was the way
to get around before automo-
biles became the mode of
transportation.  Detroit uti-
lized their riverfront as best
they could when the city was
founded.  

When the city was found-
ed, most of the land around
the French was swampland.
They took the challenge, and
well, it’s pretty obvious they
helped shape the city we have
today.  Originally, the river-
front was utilized for ship-
ping. Many companies and
businesses, especially ship-
builders and dry docks, were
set up in the early 1800s.  One
of the companies, the Globe

Trading Company, was where
Henry Ford was an apprentice
machinist.  It’s where he
learned about combustion
engines from 1880-1882.

That is just one of the many
buildings near or on the river-
front.  Part of the riverfront is
the Rivertown/Warehouse
District.  That area, was sup-
posed to become casinos, but
that fell through in the 1990s,
and they were built elsewhere
in Downtown Detroit.  

When the city burned in
1805, much of what was
burned was actually dumped
right into the river.
Woodward Ave. ran right to
the river back then, before
Hart Plaza arrived.  What was
dumped into the river helped
form the current coastline you
see today.  

Detroit became the auto-
mobile manufacturing capital
of the world in the 1900s.
Many of the logging barons
invested in the automobile
industry, and soon, the river-
front became prime real
estate for factories to ship
their products to other parts
of the world.  One of the
names you might recognize is
Uniroyal.

If you recognize that name,
you may automatically think
of the giant tire on the side of
I-94 Eastbound towards
Detroit, just past the
Southfield Expressway.  That
giant tire was originally a fer-
ris wheel at the New York
World’s Fair in 1964.  

Uniroyal’s offices
were in Allen Park, just off of
I-94, and after the fair it was
disassembled and shipped
back by train and was erected
next to the offices.  It still
stands today, even though the
company has been bought
and moved elsewhere by
Michelin.  

Uniroyal had plant on
Jefferson, right on the river-
front, just west of the
MacArthur Bridge to Belle
Isle.  It has been demolished
since 1985.  Included in the
former site were MichCon
and DuPont plants.  It is one
of the most contaminated
sites in Detroit, and it’s right
along the riverfront’s prime
real estate.  

It is now being
cleaned up and will be ready
in less than 18 months for
redevelopment.  Former NFL
star Jerome Bettis is one of

the main people involved
with the project.

When that is finished, busi-
nesses are expected to come
from around the country to
invest in the prime real estate
that was the old Uniroyal Tire
Plant.

The Detroit International
Riverwalk runs from Joe
Louis Arena all the way to
Belle Isle, a stretch of about
five and a half miles of pure
beauty.  The riverfront is
something Detroiters and
Michiganders should take
pride in.  

It is operated by the Detroit
Riverfront Conservancy,
which was started in 2003.
The riverwalk was able to get
going because of private con-
tributions.  General Motors
contributed $135 million and
$50 million from the Kresge
Foundation.  

Construction has been
constant on the riverwalk, in
certain parts.  Most of the
riverwalk was completed by
2006 with adjustments here
and there.  

One part of the riverwalk
extends from the foot of the
river all the way Gratiot
Ave., on the southern edge of

Eastern Market.  It’s called
the Dequindre Cut.  It used
to be a railway for the Grand
Trunk Western Railroad.
The railroads supplied many
of the factories on the river-
front and on the east side of
Detroit.  Service stopped in
the late 1980s.  It was
thought to be a new express-
way for the casinos that were
proposed.  When that didn’t
happen, the future of the for-
mer railway was up in the
air.

That’s when the DRC
came along and invested in it
for their own use.  They
wanted to make it a green-
way.  Once the funding was
official, they opened it in
2009 with a bike and walk-
ing path.  

The riverfront is open
every day, and it’s complete-
ly free, unless of course, you
pay for parking.  Many
events happen there    n
each year as well.  They
have a promenade, a bike
shop, a merry-go-round, a
snack bar, a water fountain
and much, much more.  The
summer is the busiest time of
the year for the riverfront
and with so many things to
do, it’s like taking a vacation
right down the street.

For more information on
the Detroit Riverfront
Conservancy, Detroit
Riverwalk, and the
Dequindre Cut, visit
www.detroitriverfront.org.
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A c o u p l e  o f  w e e k s
ago ,  I  sa t  in  f ron t  o f
my c lose t  fo r  a  good
t e n  m i n u t e s  t r y i n g  t o
f i g u r e  o u t  w h a t  t o
wear,  when  the  rea l i za -
t i o n  o f  h o w  m u c h
c lo th ing  I  have  h i t  me .
I t  was  t ime  fo r  some
s p r i n g - c l e a n i n g .  A s  I
was  dea l ing  wi th  th i s
e p i p h a n y,  I  r e a l i z e d
tha t  maybe  i f  I  go t  r id
o f  s o m e  t h e  c l o t h e s
t h a t  a r e  l i t e r a l l y  j u s t
co l l ec t ing  dus t  in  the
b a c k  o f  m y  c l o s e t ,  I
migh t  save  myse l f  t ime
in  the  morn ing  and  I ’ l l
have  more  c lose t  space
for  new c lo thes .

I  f igured  tha t
I  migh t  no t  be  the  on ly
one  ou t  the re  wi th  th i s
p r o b l e m ,  s o  I  t o o k
some t ime  and  dec ided
to  no t  on ly  c lean  ou t
my c lose t  bu t  to  o rgan-
ize  i t ,  so  I  know what  I
have  and  where  i t  i s .
And ,  I  am here  to  share
my t ips  wi th  you .

The  f i r s t
t h i n g  I  d i d  w a s  l o o k
t h r o u g h  e v e r y  a r t i c l e
of  c lo th ing  I  had  and
dec ide  i f  I  wan ted  to
keep  i t  o r  ge t  r id  o f  i t .
I  am one  o f  those  peo-
p le  tha t  wi l l  look  fo r  a
reason  to  no t  ge t  r id  o f
s o m e t h i n g ,  e s p e c i a l l y
when  i t  comes  to  my
c l o t h e s .  I  t h i n k  t h e
name  fo r  u s  i s  pack -
ra t s?   Af te r  a  few hard
dec i s ions ,  a  f ew tea r s
and  ge t t ing  ye l l ed  a t  by

my roommate ,  I  had  a
n i c e  l i t t l e  p i l e  o f
c l o t h e s  t o  b e  t a k e n
away  fo r  dona t ion .

When  making
th i s  dec i s ion  to  ge t  r id
o f  c l o t h i n g ,  m y  b e s t
be t  i s  to  see  wha t  you
haven’t  worn  and  wha t
i s  ou tda ted .  I  had  tops
t h a t  I  w o r e  m a y b e  a
year  o r  two  ago  and  I
jus t  don’t  wan t  to  wear
them anymore .  Another
an n o y in g  h ab i t  t h a t  I
have  i s  a lways  chang-
ing  my s ty le ,  so  i f  my
s ty le  changes  so  do  my
c l o t h e s .  I  w o u l d  a l s o
r e c o m m e n d  t r y i n g  o n
what  you  a re  deba t ing
about  ge t t ing  r id  o f ,  i f
i t  doesn’t  f i t  anymore
or  f i t  the  r igh t  way,  ge t
r i d  o f  i t  b e c a u s e
chances  a re  you  a ren’t
go ing  to  be  wear ing  i t
anymore .

A rea l ly  g rea t
o p t i o n  t o  g e t  r i d  o f
your  c lo thes  i s  by  t ak-
i n g  t h e m  t o  a  r e s a l e
s h o p .  W h a t  t y p i c a l l y
h a p p e n s  i s  t h a t  t h e y
wi l l  buy  your  c lo thes
f rom you ,  so  you  have
a  win  –  win  s i tua t ion ,
you  ge t  r id  o f  your  o ld
c lo thes  and  ge t  money
for  i t .     Whatever  they
d o n ’ t  b u y  f r o m  y o u ,
jus t  t ake  to  your  loca l
S a l v a t i o n  A r m y  s o  i t
won’t  s i t  in  a  bag  in
your  c lose t  fo r  ano ther
f e w  m o n t h s  ( y e s ,  I
have  done  tha t  be fore
too) .

Af te r  c lean-
ing  ou t  my c lose t  came
the  fun  par t ,  o rgan iz ing
i t .  F i r s t  th ing  I  d id  was
go  to  Targe t  and  ge t  a
few i t ems  to  he lp  me
organ ize  my c lo thes .   I
f igu red  tha t  bes t  way
to  o rgan ize  my c lose t
was  to  hang  every th ing
tha t  ge t s  more  wear  ou t
o f  i t ,  s u c h  a s  c a r d i -
g a n s ,  b l a z e r s ,  b u t t o n
u p s ,  a n d  d r e s s y  t o p s ,
a long  wi th  th ings  tha t
g e t  w r i n k l e d  v e r y
qu ick ly.  I  dec ided  tha t
a n y  t y p e  o f  b o t t o m s :
s k i r t s ,  j e a n s ,  y o g a
p a n t s  e t c . ,  w o u l d  b e
fo lded  and  pu t  on  top
of  my c lose t .  Also ,  i t ’s
ge t t ing  warmer,  and  I
bare ly  wear  j eans .

Another
op t ion  i s  tha t  you  can
f ind  th i s  o rgan ize r  tha t
hangs  f rom the  ba r  o f
your  c lose t  and  i t  has
l i t t l e  cub b i e s  ( I  h ave
no  idea  wha t  i t ’s  ca l l ed
bu t  i t ’s  hang ing  in  my
c l o s e t  n o w )  a n d  y o u
c a n  f o l d  a l l  o f  y o u r
b o t t o m s  o r  w h a t e v e r
i t ems  of  c lo th ing  tha t
y o u  w e a r  o f t e n  a n d
s tack  them.  Tha t  way
you  can  see  wha t  you
have  and  where  i t  i s .

I  a l so  bought
t h o s e  b i g  h e f t y  b i n s
and  dec ided  to  fo ld  and
s to re  my c lo thes  tha t  I
s o m e t i m e s  w e a r  o r
b a r e l y  w e a r,  s u c h  a s
tank  tops  and  t - sh i r t s ,
th ings  tha t  can  be  fo ld -

ed  and  don’t  ge t  wr in -
k l e d  r i g h t  a w a y.  I
would  recommend ge t -
t ing  the  ones  tha t  a re
t r a n s p a r e n t ,  t h a t  w a y
you  don’t  have  to  t ake
eve ry th ing  ou t  t o  s ee
what ’s  ins ide .

The  l as t  th ing
I  d id  was  to  make  my
close t  v i r tua l .  Th i s  i s  a
l i t t l e  idea  I  came up  on
my own when  I  r ea l -
i z e d  I  c o u l d n ’ t  k e e p
t r a c k  o f  m y  c l o t h e s
anymore .  I  would  l i t e r -
a l ly  fo rge t  wha t  I  had
in  my c lose t .  I f  some-
o n e  b o r r o w e d  s o m e -
t h i n g  f r o m  m e  a n d
wore  i t ,  I  would  com-
p l iment  i t  and  then  be
to ld  tha t  i t  was  mine .  I
have  a l so  managed  to
buy  dup l ica te  i t ems  o f
c lo th ing  (don’t  t e l l  me
tha t  hasn’t  happened  to
you) .  So  I  dec ided  to
pu t  an  end  to  i t  by  t ak-
i n g  p i c t u r e s  o f  e v e r y
a r t i c l e  o f  c l o t h i n g  I
h a d  a n d  k e e p i n g  i t
unde r  a  fo lde r  in  my
l a p t o p .  I  o rg a n i z e d
every  i t em of  c lo th ing
in to  fo lders  by  name of
wha t  they  were :  tops ,
j e a n s ,  s k i r t s ,  d r e s s e s ,
e tc .  Th i s  way,  i f  I  ge t
s t u m p e d  o n  w h a t  t o
wear,  ins tead  o f  t ea r ing
a p a r t  m y  c l o s e t ,  I
w o u l d  j u s t  l o o k
t h r o u g h  t h e  p i c t u r e s
and  dec ide .  I f  I  p lan  on
going  shopping  I  now
know what  I  have  and
what  I  don’t .

MAP OF THE DETROIT RIVERWALK

THE DETROIT INTERNATIONAL RIVERWALK

Cleaning out your closet
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BY EMMA SLONINA
STAFF COLUMNIST

Emma’s Eats:Frita Batidos, Ann Arbor
This may be my favorite

review so far. I’ve heard
rave reviews about Frita
Batidos for a while now, but
never had the chance to
visit.

To be honest, I had
absolutely no idea where it
was. It turns out it’s in the
main “foodie district” along
Washington Street in Ann
Arbor. Right by all of the
other restaurants I have
failed to visit over the years.

After a few screenings at
the Ann Arbor Film
Festival, my boyfriend and I
walked over to Frita Batidos
(a nice walk, ten minutes
tops) and met up with a
friend for dinner. The place
was packed. My friend said
it wasn’t usually so packed,
even on Friday and Saturday
nights, but the line was huge
and the tables were almost
completely full.

The restaurant is white-
washed with light blue
accents, with four large pic-

nic tables and two mini bars
for diners. We stood in line,
waiting to place our order at
the counter as we eyed the
room, calculating who
would leave when and
which seats we could take.

We ended up in the back
at one of the mini bars, but
the communal seating at the
picnic tables did not alto-
gether turn me off.
Somehow, it wasn’t forced
like it sometimes is at
upscale restaurants that
want to give off an
ambiance of “hominess and
camaraderie.” This was just
casual enough to make you
feel comfortable sitting
down for a meal with a
bunch of strangers. Maybe
even comfortable enough to
talk to them.

We almost started a game
of dominoes using the set
that was in a silver bowl on
the bar, but my passion fruit
batido came out and I was
out of commission. My bati-
do – a thick Cuban-style
milkshake made with fruit,

I couldn’t finish the
entire thing. Partially
because of its size, and par-
tially because I wanted to
try the plantain chips and
salsa. I’m glad I did. The
plantain chips were deli-
cious on their own, and I
happily ate more than my
fair share of the salsa. It was
extremely chunky – too

chunky, really, for the frag-
ile chips – and outrageously
fresh. Do not get this if you
are cilantro-averse. It’s
almost half cilantro, half
tomato.

I am still kicking myself
for not getting the conch
fritters (yes, conch – those
giant-shelled mollusks).
They were $10, though, and
dinner happened to be my
treat that night. Next time I
may be able to justify the
purchase. It’s not cheap
(especially for Cuban
“street food”) but it’s still
affordable. So long as
you’re not buying a $10
side. But everything is
worth it. A must-visit in Ann
Arbor.

Frita Batidos is open
every day for lunch and din-
ner. Contact (734) 761-2882
or visit
http://fritabatidos.com/ for
menu and more info.  

ice, and sweetened milk –
was absolutely magical. It
was overwhelmingly
creamy with the slightest
hint of tangy, tropical pas-
sion fruit. Something along
the lines of a liquefied
upscale Creamsicle.

Our food came out short-
ly after: a chorizo frita with
avocado spread for me, a
chicken frita with lemon-
scented mayonnaise for
Charlie, and cilantro lime
salsa with plantain chips to
share. Fritas are Cuban

“burgers” traditionally
made with chorizo, topped
with French fries on a soft
egg bun. An egg bun made
with lard. Can it get any bet-
ter?

They came out on a silver
lunch tray, nestled into a lit-
tle paper envelope and sit-
ting on a banana leaf “plate”
to keep the tray relatively
clean. For once in my life, I
used my knife and fork
where everyone else was
using their hands.

The fritas were phenome-

nal. Mine was spicy, tamed
by the cool avocado and
perfectly seasoned fries. I
would have been happy eat-
ing a very large order of just
the fries. I couldn’t taste
anything beyond salt and
pepper on them, but they
were just crispy enough and
just tender enough.
Charlie’s was delicious as
well. Rather than a chicken
breast, it was made with
ground chicken which kept
it relatively more manage-
able.Plantain chips with cilantro lime salsa

Dominoes, for a quick game before dinner

Chorizo and chicken fritas with plantain chips

Emma Slonina/ MJPassion fruit batido

Interested in writing?
Come write for the
Michigan Journal!

themichiganj@gmail.com
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Student (is this real) Life

Spring Blowout: Beach Bash!
12:00 p.m.-4:00 p.m.
behind the UC

BY SARAH LEWIS
STUDENT LIFE EDITOR

Wolf Pack Pickup Soccer
12:00 p.m.
next to the UC 

The American Way of Eating
12:00 p.m.-1:30 p.m.
1030 CASL 

Language and Culture Connections Se-
ries
2:30 p.m.
1072 CASL

Wolf Pack Activity Day
12:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m.
behind the UC 

Change for a Change!
11:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.
FCS

WUMD Music Series: Passalacqua
12:00 p.m.-1:00 p.m.
behind the UC

The Michigan Journal/8

Waterballoon Wars
2:00 p.m.
between Science Building and UC 

Spring Blowout: Beach Bash!
12:00 p.m-4:00 p.m.
behind the UC 

aMaizing Organizations - Recruiting
New Members
5:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m.
1227 UC

Poetry Picnic 2012!
11:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Kochoff

Pi Sigma Alpha: Breaking the Silence of
Syria’s Struggle
4:30 p.m.-6:00 p.m.
1072 CASL

InterVarsity Large Group about: “The
Resurrection”
6:00 p.m.-8:30 p.m.
Kochoff A

An Evening with Lt. Dan Choi
6:00 p.m.-8:30 p.m.
BorgWarner Auditorium IAVS

3 v 3 Basketball Tourney 
2:30 p.m.
Fieldhouse 

When I was in middle
school, I’m pretty sure that
nothing was cooler than
Heelys (those dumb shoes
with wheels in the heels…),
Mean Girls (that hasn’t
changed), and J-14 magazine.
Do you remember those
quizzes that every issue was
packed with? Those dumb,
DUMB quizzes that everyone
obsessed over like: “Find out
who your celebrity soulmate
is!” or “Should you pass him
a note in class?” I’m pretty
sure my favorite would have
to be “Different types of rela-
tionships…who are YOU?”

This quiz had the magic
ability to completely analyze
me as a human being in five
simple questions: 1. What is
your FAV dessert? 2. What is
your FAV season? 3. What is
your FAV color? 4. What is
your FAV word? 5. What is
your FAV day of the week?
Wow, don’t get too deep with
those questions, but the results
were always so profound and
discerning. I’m a good friend,
I’m the family fighter, and I’m
shy when dating someone?
GEE, thanks a billion J-14
magazine! But really, this psy-
choanalysis really helped me
understand my angsty, pubes-
cent self. ANGST, ANGST,
ANGST (Potter Puppet Pals
reference anyone…?).

Now that I no longer have
my mom drop me off at the
movies while listening to ‘N
Sync on my Hit Clips, I think
I need an adult version of
these infamous tweeny
quizzes. After I thought up
this brilliant idea, I couldn’t
help but think “Is this real
life?” And I then began crav-
ing a sleepover with juvenile
gossip magazines galore.

I’ve put together a dazzling
little quiz for you to figure out
what type of personality you
have. Just answer these five
little questions, and you’ll be
completely reassured of who
you are. No need to thank me.

1) Your professor tells you
that you must get 100% on
your final or else you fail the
class. You…

A.   Don’t study, and you
get an A plus on the exam.

B.   Flip over your desk and
run out of the room while
screaming obscenities. You re-
turn and rip your text book up
in your professors face while
screaming, “Make it rain,
trick.”

C.   Begin crying in the
middle of the class…loudly.

D.  Challenge the professor
and insult their intelligence to
their face and online.

E.   Study all night long and
complete extra credit assign-
ments. You pass the class.

2) You are the most pre-
eminent person in your work-
place, yet your boss fires you
unexpectedly in front of
everyone. You…

A.   Kindly walk out, and
before you get into your car
you already have another job
offer, doubling your old
salary.

B.   Smack your ex-boss in
the face and smash everything
in the establishment with a
baseball bat before you leave.

C.   Cry so hard that you
pass out.

D.  Curse out everyone in
sight while screaming “You’ll
never get this!”

E.   Convince your boss
that that it’s a mistake to fire
you, and you get a raise.

3) Your parents tell you
they’re moving to Hawaii, and
you aren’t allowed to come
with them. You…

A.   Tell them that’s okay
since you’ve already bought a
summer house in Cape Cod,
and you’re sure you’ll survive
without them.

B.   Destroy all the suit-
cases in the house and make a
burn book solely dedicated to
your parents.

C.   Cry until your parents
decide they can’t leave you.

D.  Tell them that you hate
them and that you never really
liked them anyways.

E.   Reason with them and
decide you’ll move there once
you finish college as long as
you’re able to establish a
steady job.

4) Your best friend tags a
picture of you from spring
break on Facebook that they
promised they had
deleted…even better, they
made it their profile picture.

You…
A.   Laugh it off and get a

phone call from your crush
asking you on a date because
they thought you looked stun-
ning in the picture.

B.   Drive to your friend’s
house and throw their com-
puter off of their roof.

C.   Cry and make a status
about how much you’re cry-
ing.

D.  Tell your friend you
hate them and never speak to
them again.

E.   Ask your friend to take
down the picture, and they
apologize by letting you put
up an embarrassing picture of
them.

5) Your boyfriend/girl-
friend wants to break up, but
they say they would like to
“stay friends.” You…

A.   Say sure since your
celebrity dream crush called
you the minute your Facebook
relationship status changed to
single.

B.   Tell them that you’d
rather watch “From Justin to
Kelly” on repeat while getting
your wisdom teeth removed.

C.   Cry until they decide
they don’t want to hurt you
anymore, and they leave you
alone.

D.  Date their best friend
and “accidentally” text them
about how much you hate
them and love your new
flame.

E.   Tell them that you un-
derstand, and say even though
it will be difficult you’d rather
be friends than lose them
completely.

Now add up all your an-
swers. If you answered mostly
A’s, you think and/or you are
Superman or some kind of
hero. You most likely spend
your days effortlessly com-
pleting tasks while being a Dr.
Phil for everyone in your life.
If you answered mostly B’s,
you probably need anger man-
agement, and I think you’re
terrifying. If you answered
mostly C’s, you need to pull it
together. Do you do anything
else other than cry? If you an-
swered mostly D’s, you may
need an attitude adjustment.
Just letting you know that not
everyone in the world has a
personal vendetta against you.
If you answered mostly E’s,
you’re a completely sensible
person. Congratulations.

If you’re wondering which
one I am, dear reader, you
may never know. Hey J-14,
need a new quiz writer?

Wolf Pack increases campus involvment 

BY SARAH LEWIS
STUDENT LIFE EDITOR

As the winter semester
winds down, Wolf Pack is
kick starting several events
this week. Beginning today,
the organization will be host-
ing their fifth Activity Day. 

According to Wolf Pack
President Chris Zadorozny,
Cornhole, Ladder Ball, Vol-
leyball, Ultimate Frisbee,
and Football will be played. 

Wolf Pack will also be
presenting Waterballoon
Wars, Pickup Soccer, and a
3v3 Basketball Tournament
this week. 

“If these events are suc-
cessful, Wolf Pack could be
a widely known name around
campus.  It can become an
organization that people
want to join and to get in-
volved with, as long as the

new image works in the
coming weeks,” Zadorozny
said. 

Student Activities Board
is hosting Spring Blowout
this week, and Wolf Pack
will be acting as a co-spon-
sor for the event. 

“It means one heck of a lot
to co-sponsor the event.  It
helps get our name out there
on campus, and make the or-
ganization more known,”
Zadorozny explained. 

Waterballoon Wars is an
event that has taken places
on other college campuses. 

“The idea was brought up
in the fall semester, and then
again at a meeting early in
January.  If the weather co-
operates, we expect around
100 students, 50 per side to
throw 4,000 water balloons
at each other,” Zadorozny
said. 

Wolf Pack hopes to bring
more intramurals to campus
in the future. 

“The 3v3 Tournament idea
came last fall, and we de-
cided it was going to be a
large event for us during
March Madness.  If this
event goes well, we can look

to bringing more intramurals
to campus next year and
work on having a better
image for Wolf Pack, and to
create a fun environment for
students to participate in
recreation and intramural ac-
tivities,” Zadorozny con-
cluded. 

Photocourtesy of J-14
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Ever need a number to an office and can’t find it
anywhere? Here’s a list of important 

numbers that will help you while attending UM-D!

Fieldhouse

313-593-5540

Nights/Weekends: 313-593-

5432

www.UM-D.umich.edu/athletics

Mardigian Library

313-593-5400

Mon. - Thurs.: 8 am - 11:45pm

Fri - 8am - 8pm

Sat - 10am - 6pm

Sun - 12pm - 11:45pm

Computer lab, Berkowitz Gallery, 

Club Cappuccino

Financial Aid

313-593--5300

Mon. & Thurs.: 8 am - 6 pm

Tues., Wed., Fri.: 8 am - 5 pm

1183 UC Walk-ins & Appts.

Cashier’s Office Student Accounts

313 - 593 - 5255

Inclement Weather & Emergency 

Closure Hotline

313 - 436 - 9157

Wellness Center

313 - 593 - 4599

Mon. - Thurs.: 6 am - 10 pm

Fri. - 6 am - 8 pm

Sat. - Sun.: Closed

Free entry and use of racquetball

courts with UM-D ID

Academic Support & Outreach

Services

313 - 593 - 5340

T, W, F: 8 am - 5 pm

M, TH: 8 am - 6 pm

Free tutoring (Meet with tutor

whenever)

University Center (UC)

313 - 583 - 6330

Mon. - Thurs.: 8 am - 11 pm

Fri.: 8 am - 10 pm

Sat.: 9 am- 6 pm

Sun.: 2 pm - 11 pm 

Campus Safety 24-hr Dispatch

313 - 593 - 5333

Bookstore

313 - 593 - 5551

Mon. - Thurs.: 8:00 am - 6:30 pm

Fri.: 8:00 am - 4:00 pm

Books, supplies, UM-D Gear

Student Activities Office (SAO)

313 - 593 - 5390

*Please note that hours are
scheduled to change

Syrian Student Union and Pride approved by SG

BY SAMANTHA ELLIOTT
EDITOR IN CHIEF

Two new student organiza-
tions were approved during
Friday’s final Student Gov-
ernment meeting under cur-
rent One Michigan Coalition
President, David Knezek. 

The two new organizations
joined a long list of organiza-
tions that have been approved
since the Fall 2011 semester.

The first club to be ap-
proved was the Syrian Stu-
dent Union (SSU). According
to the club’s constitution, the
purpose of the club is to, “fos-
ter broad student interest and
participation in activities by
providing leadership, pro-
grams, and service and to as-
sist students in developing
skills and leadership abili-
ties.”

The SSU welcomes any
student enrolled at UM-Dear-
born. While no yearly fees
will be charged, the organiza-
tion is still determining the
amount of dues members will
have to pay. The organization
will hold weekly meetings
and for members to remain in
good standing they must
“show up to meetings and
contribute in a positive way
to the group.”

The second organization
approved will be branching
off of the current Gay-
Straight Alliance (GSA). The
new organization’s name will
be Pride. Current GSA co-
president Anthony Wagner
will be the chair of Pride.
Wagner came up with the idea
of Pride after attending the
Midwest Bisexual Lesbian
Gay Transgender Ally Col-
lege Conference in Lansing,
Mich. this past winter.

According to Wagner,
GSA was created during a

time when not much was
known about the LGBT pop-
ulation and the group was de-
signed as more of a social
organization in order to get
the word out. Pride will not
only focus on social aware-
ness, but other issues such as
activism, community out-
reach, and social justice not
only on campus but in the
Metropolitan Detroit area as
well.

The structure of Pride will
differ from that of a normal
organization. Rather than a
traditional e-board, the organ-
ization will have a board of
directors with committees es-
tablished within the organiza-
tion. Instead of having one
centralized meeting a week,
the group will hold several
meetings with each commit-
tee. Wager thought the idea of
a centralized meeting could
veer interested students away.
With several committee meet-
ings a week as well as a
weekly e-board meeting that
will be open to the public,
students will have a flexible
schedule to choose from.

GSA will merge into the
Pride Social Committee, as a
way to still handle the social
issues the group will come
across.

The committees will in-
clude committee heads with
students from all areas of
campus, some who may not
be expected, according to
Wagner. The diversity in the
board of directors will help
the organization easily access
partners for any of their big
projects.

“We have non-traditional
leaders who aren’t what some
would expect,” Wagner said,
“Each has power with several
other areas of campus giving
us great immediate co spon-
sors. We have fantastic USO
(University Sponsored Or-

ganization) partners that we
can be working with to really
grow our organization.”

Pride plans to “hit the
ground running,” according
to Wagner. Motor City Pride
is held the first weekend in
June this year and Wagner is
planning on having a UM-
Dearborn booth set up at the
event. Wagner intends to get
the Dearborn name out there
to show potential students
that Dearborn is indeed an in-
clusive community.

“If I had seen that [booth]
there, I would have looked at
them immediately,” Wagner
said reflecting on his experi-
ences as a high school student
who attended Motor City
Pride.

Pride has several different
marketing and communica-
tion strategies. Breaking
away from the traditional
mass email communication
method, Pride will have a
“completely social media
route,” according to Wagner.

“We won’t take your email
to get you to join. If people
want the information, the or-
ganization will make it avail-
able to them,” Wagner said.

The organization will uti-
lize Facebook as well as a
Twitter account that will
solely be used to inform
members of events coming
up, meeting locations, or if a
meeting time has changed.

Pride will officially launch
during the Fall 2012 semester
with banners, promo items,
and other methods to help
build a core membership.

“We’re trying to do things
in a more creative way,” Wag-
ner said, adding, “We’ve got
some great leadership in
place already and I’m excited
to be working with such a
non-traditional group.”

For more information on
Pride, visit their Facebook
page at
www.facebook.com/prideum
dearborn.

Ben Dixon/MJ
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Anthony Wagner proposes Pride during the March 30 Student 
Government meeting
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Aquinas
Siena Heights

Davenport

UM-Dearborn
Indiana Tech

Madonna

Cornerstone

Concordia

18-10
16-9
15-12
17-15
12-13
15-23
9-21
4-16
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It’s finally April
in the D!  The Tigers
begin their season this
Thursday, the Pistons are
back to a bit of their win-
ning ways, and the Red
Wings are trying to close
their season out on a pos-
itive note heading into
the playoffs.

Detroit Tigers:
The Detroit Tigers are
wrapping up their best
Spring Training in a quite
some time.  They had the
best record of all  teams,
and it’s not even over yet.
They still have one more

game against the Toronto
Blue Jays, today at 12:05
p.m. in Dunedin.  The
Tigers’ Opening Day
Lineup is pretty much set,
other than the starting
second baseman.  

The proposed starting
lineup is: 1) Austin Jack-
son- CF. 2) Brennan
Boesch- RF. 3) Miguel
Cabrera- 3B. 4) Prince
Fielder- 1B. 5) Delmon
Young- DH. 6) Jhonny

Peralta- SS. 7) Alex
Avila- C. 8) Andy Dirks-
LF. 9) Brandon Inge/Ryan
Raburn- 2B.

On the bench:
Gerald Laird- C, Ramon
Santiago- INF, Don
Kelly- INF/OF.

The pitching staff
looks something like this:

Starting Rotation:
1) Justin Verlander. 2)
Doug Fister.  3) Max
Scherzer. 4) Rick Por-
cello. 5) Drew Smyly.

Bullpen: Phil
Coke, Luis Marte, Daniel
Schlereth, Collin
Balester, Joaquin Benoit,
Octavio Dotel,  Jose
Valverde.

The Tigers are pre-
dicted to win the Ameri-
can League Central
Division by a longshot
this year, and could be
poised to make a deep run
in the postseason.  Open-
ing Day is this Thursday,
April 5 at 1:05pm.  Ver-
lander will make his first
start against the Boston
Red Sox, who counter
with Jon Lester.  Gates
open at 10:30 p.m., one
hour before regular gates,

so be sure to head down-
town, check out the par-
ties, and have some fun.
Go Tigers!

Detroit Red
Wings:  The Red Wings
took hold of fourth place
in the Western Confer-
ence with three games re-
maining in the season.
Surprised eh?  It doesn’t
seem like the NHL regu-
lar season should end, but
it is about to.  Two of the
final three games will
come at home.  The
Wings finally got back to
their winning ways
against the Florida Pan-
thers this past Sunday
with a 2-1 shootout win.

Some questioned
how they almost lost to
the Panthers. The Pan-
thers are actually third in
the Eastern Conference
right now, and playing
some really good hockey.
Before that,  the Wings
lost to both the Nashville
Predators and the Colum-
bus Blue Jackets.  The 2-
1 loss to the Jackets,
came two nights after
they destroyed them at
the Joe, 7-2.  Two days

later they travelled to
Nashville to take the
Predators on in a crucial
game.

U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,
they didn’t seem to be up
to the challenge, and fell
4-1.  Their final upcom-
ing games include an
evening affair with the
division winner St. Louis
Blues on Wednesday
night at 7:30 p.m. in St.
Louis.  The final two
games will be at home.  If
you’re looking to party
on Thursday, why not go
to the Red Wings game
after Opening Day?  Well,
you can--the Red Wings
play the New Jersey Dev-
ils at 7:30 p.m. at the Joe,
so be sure to catch that
game.  The final game of
the regular season is
against the Chicago
Blackhawks, as usual, but
this time at home on Sat-
urday, April 7 at 1:00
p.m.  As the Red Wings
wind their season down,
they will look for another
long, healthy run for the
Stanley Cup.  Go Wings!

Detroit Pistons:
The Pistons have a hand-

hot dogs cooking,  while
just  a short  distance
away, a separate group of
fans wearing red and
white enjoys their  own
hot dogs while cheering
for the team performing
in front of them. Miles to
the north,  fans wearing
blue and red will support
their players on the court
and college students and
alumni al ike will  s tart
pull ing out  their  maize
and blue in preparation
for the upcoming football
season.

It’s  the best  of  both
worlds for me. A Detroit
Tigers baseball game and
a Detroit  Red Wings
hockey game almost
every single night of the
week.  Doesn’t  get  much
better  than that .  I  love
the start of baseball sea-
son. The game where the
air  is  s t i l l  crisp enough
to wear my favorite

It’s once again my ab-
solute favorite t ime of
the year--April in the D.

April in the D means a
time where our heads
will  be f i l led with the
newest April  in the D
song sponsored by Fox
Sports  Detroit .  Where
cheers from fans decked
in blue and white wil l
swirl  into the Detroit
night air, mixing with the
all-American smell  of

Tigers hoodie with the
eagerness of spring just
around the corner. A time
to see the new players on
the team and new skil ls
others have learned dur-
ing the offseason. A time
where anything’s possi-
ble and although the
World Series si ts  at  the
end of a long tunnel of
184 games,  fans every-
where are making predic-
tions of what teams will
win which divisions.

While the Tigers’ sea-
son opens,  the Red
Wings’ winds down. And
while I know all too soon
we’ll  suffer  those long
few months without
hockey, we still  have the
playoff  run ahead of us.
In case you haven’t
caught on by now, I’l l
explain i t  s imply.  I  l ive
for playoff  hockey.  Ab-
solutely l ive for i t .  Dur-
ing the regular season, I

will  put  a few other
things before hockey
such as work,  school,
etc. When playoffs start,
i t ’s  a completely differ-
ent story. Studying for fi-
nals gets put on the back
burner.  I  wil l  schedule
my work shifts  around
the Wings’ game sched-
ule.  If  I’m not at  the
game i tself ,  you’ll  f ind
me propped either in
front of my television at
home or sitting at a table
at  Hockeytown down-
town. There’s not a sin-
gle moment that  I’ l l
miss.

As April in the D gets
underway this year, I can
feel my excitement grow-
ing. The Tigers are com-
ing off  of a fantastic
spring training season.
They’re expected to win
the Central  Division by
double the amount of
points from last year and

thought to go at  least  as
far  as the ALCS. The
Wings,  al though coming
off of a rough few weeks,
are welcoming back pre-
viously injured players
and preparing for the
first  round.  After  Sun-
day’s win over the Pan-
thers the Wings are
currently sitting fourth in
the Western Conference,
giving them home ice ad-
vantage with just  three
games left in the regular
season.  Although they
could lose that spot, I’m
pretty confident as to
how the f irst  round will
go.

It’s going to be a great
month; I can already tell.
As the weather gets
closes and the end of the
school year draws nearer
you can be sure my atten-
tion will be on one thing
and one thing only--
Detroit sports.

ful of games remaining
and won’t make the NBA
playoffs.  They won three
of their past four games
and will hopefully make
the final games of the
season something posi-
tive.  They beat the
Cleveland Cavaliers 87-
75 this past Wednesday,
but fell  to the Chicago
Bulls on Saturday, 83-71.

They did get back on
track on Saturday though,
with a 110-107 victory in
overtime.  

The Pistons’ up-
coming games include
two home games and then
four on the road.  They
will play Orlando at
home tonight at 7:30 p.m.
Then, if you would rather
watch the Pistons after
Opening Day, you can do
that instead of the Red
Wings.  They play at 7:30
p.m. against the Washing-
ton Wizards at the Palace
of Auburn Hills.   As the
Pistons wrap up their sea-
son, hopefully they will
be looking to the offsea-
son and next year on a
positive note.  Go Pis-
tons!

BY CHRIS ZADOROZNY
STAFF REPORTER

The low down
on D-town

April: The month Detroit fans live for


