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Lieutenant Dan Choi vis-
ited campus, last week, to tell
his story about “Don’t ask,
don’t tell” and his discharge
from the U.S. Army.
The event was the creation

of the Student Activities Of-
fice with the help of on-cam-
pus LGBT programming.
“He’s definitely a national fig-
ure, in terms of LGBT advo-
cacy,” said Director of
Student Activities, Kris Day,
who went on to say, “I saw
him at an event in March
2011, and thought he would
be a good figure to bring to
campus.”
Lieutenant Choi, a West

Point graduate and Iraq War
veteran, gained notoriety in
2009, when he announced that
he was gay, on an episode of
The Rachel Maddow Show,

and was subsequently dis-
charged from theArmy due to
the Army’s former policy of
“don’t ask, don’t tell.”
What helped bring about

greater awareness to the con-
troversial policy were his
skills as an Arabic translator.
In a war set in an Arabic na-
tion, it was reasoned, it was
not prudent to discharge an
Arabic translator due to a pol-
icy that discriminates against
sexual preference.
Since that event, Lt. Choi

has become an outspoken
LGBT activist. In 2010, he–
along with fellow ousted, gay
soldiers–was twice arrested
after handcuffing himself to
the gate outside the White
House, in a sit-in style protest
against “don’t ask, don’t tell”.
“Don’t ask, don’t tell” was re-
pealed in September 2011.
Lt. Choi delivered the lec-

ture about his personal story
that used an often humorous
and relatable delivery (like
quoting Beyonce’s Crazy in
Love) to connect with the au-

dience, and spoke to the larger
themes of equality, integrity,
and honor.
Lt. Choi spoke about being

raised in a Korean-American

household as a Southern Bap-
tist. He was in the closet, even

BY STEPHANIE COSBY
NEWS EDITOR
Did you know that one in

four women will experience
domestic violence in her life-
time? Did you know that most
of these victims are attacked
or abused by someone they
know and trust? How about
that the fact that the majority
of sexual and domestic as-
saults go unreported?
Last week’s student-driven

“UM-D for Vista Maria” cam-
paign shared these grave facts
and more through a week of
awareness-raising and
fundraising for the local non-
profit and domestic violence
in general.
UM-D Abuse and Assault

Awareness week was the cul-
mination of a semester-long
project by Susan Sheth’s PR
Campaigns class. The students
put on a flash mob, a domestic

violence expo, special pro-
gramming on WUMD, and a
fundraising event at Black-
Finn Restaurant and Saloon in
Royal Oak.
According to Meghan

Sears, the team captain for
Friday’s event, the BlackFinn
fundraiser attracted 60 people
raised more than $800 for

Over the past few years, Dr.
Ronald Stockton, a political
science professor at UM-
Dearborn, ventured to several
different graveyards in South-
east Michigan to take pictures
of over 1000 Muslim grave-
stones.

“Nobody has ever done
this. Nobody ever thought,
‘Why don’t we do an exhibit
on Muslim gravestones in
America?’” Dr. Stockton said.
But now someone has.
This act, driven by a life-

long passion for graveyards,

Local non-profit Mercy Ed-
ucation Project (MEP) is
opening its doors for a free
spring tour from 9-10 a.m. on
April 19.
Founded in Detroit by the

Sisters of Mercy Ministry in
1992, Mercy Education Proj-
ect provides free educational
programs to girls and women
living in inner-city Detroit
who have limited access to re-
sources.
As showcased on their

website, in providing “a car-

ing, supportive learning envi-
ronment for low-income
women and girls...our results-
driven educational programs
improve academic outcomes
and help girls and women be-
come strong, confident, more
hopeful and better equipped
for success in school and in
life” (http://mercyed.net/).
The girls and women are

able to engage in after-school
tutoring, summer enrichment
programs, GED preparation,
selected career and workforce
development services, as well
as receive other life skills sup-
port. These programs are de-
signed to foster increased

self-esteem, self-sufficiency,
and the development of serv-
ice and leadership qualities.
“In Detroit, only one-quar-

ter to one-half of high school
students graduate, and nearly
half of the adult population is
considered functionally illiter-
ate,” highlights MEP
(http://mercyed.net/girls-pro-
grams).
By serving girls and

women in inner city Detroit
and providing them with valu-
able resources to ensure their Broadcast legend Mike Wal-

lace, known for his impecca-
ble and tough interviews on
CBS’s “60 Minutes,” died
Saturday. He passed away
peacefully at a care facility in

Mike Wallace
continued on page 2
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New Canaan, Conn., where he
had lived in recent years, ac-
cording to CBS News. He
was 93.
“Mike Wallace is here to see
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Wednesday’s Domestic Violence expo

Left to right: Beatriz Preece, Maya Younis, Alexander Steward at Friday’s BlackFinn event

Do you need to fulfill

a distribution class

that might hurt your

GPA? Take it

pass/fail! In the Add

or Drop Classes por-

tal, click on Grade

Mode and choose the

Pass/Fail option

Headline in 4/3 
Student Life should

have read: “Wolf
Pack increases cam-
pus involvement.”

Retractions

Dan Choi 
continued from page 1

from his parents.  While in the
military, he had to hide his re-
lationship with his boyfriend,
Matthew, by referring to him
as “Martha” to fellow soldiers
and family members.

“There’s paranoia that a
soldier should not have to go
through, when you’re on the
frontlines, and you’re sacrific-
ing doubly,” said Lt. Choi,
adding, “It’s also a feeling of
isolation and loneliness of not
being able to share your most
intimate self with anybody in
a way that comforts.”

He brought a real human
face to the subject of being
gay and coming out of the
closet, when he told his story
of coming out to his parents,
who initially refused to be-
lieve him.  Stories about his

mother had him doing a high-
pitched impression of her,
similar to that of comedian
Margaret Cho.  The humor of
the situations kept the lecture
lighthearted, yet still on point.

As his prepared remarks
drew to a close, he called on
the crowd to repeat after him
a set of simple words, “I am
somebody.  I deserve full
equality, right here, right
now.”  He is a big believer in
not postponing one’s personal
liberties and rights, as that was
the thesis of his lecture.

When asked about his im-
pact on the repeal of the pol-
icy, Lt. Choi said, “I think
everybody who stood up and
dared to violate ‘don’t ask,
don’t tell,’ in order to get it re-
pealed, did the most good.”
This was in reference to the
domino effect of other gay
soldiers coming out of the
closet in support of the cause.

As to whether he would
like to rejoin the Army, Lt.
Choi remarked, “I think it has
been an on-again-off-again re-
lationship.”  He applied to re-
join the Army in October
2010, and stated, “I would like
to serve in any capacity that
I’m needed.”

The event was well at-
tended, and Lt. Choi’s mes-
sage touched many of those in
attendance.  “We were thrilled
with the positive reaction, and
the impact he had on our stu-
dents,” remarked Ms. Day.

After the event, those in at-
tendance met with Lt. Choi,
shook his hand, asked him
questions, and some even got
their picture with him.  Said
Ms. Day, “He stayed over an
hour with the students, and
that showed us he was the
right person to bring on cam-
pus.”

Sexual Assault
continued from page 1
Vista Maria. “The night was a
success and we are thrilled to
have raised so much money!”
Sears said. 

The awareness week coin-
cides with National Sexual
Assault Awareness month,
which runs through April. The
goal of the month is to “raise
public awareness about sexual
violence and to educate com-
munities and individuals on
how to prevent sexual vio-
lence,” according to the Na-
tional Sexual Violence
Resource Center. 

Sexual violence ranges
from unwanted touching to
forcible rape. Women ages 16
to 24 are the most likely to ex-
perience it, though people of
all ages, races, ethnicities, and
genders have been or could be
victims. According to the Na-

tional Coalition Against Do-
mestic Violence, it is one of
the most “chronically underre-
ported crimes” due to it being
a taboo, unpleasant subject for
many.

If you want to get involved
with the fight against domes-
tic violence and sexual as-
sault, check out organizations

like Vista Maria (www.vista-
maria.org), First Step
(www.firststep-mi.org), Safe
House (www.safehousecen-
ter.org), and HAVEN
(www.haven-oakland.org) or
events like the Sexual Assault
Prevention Workshop in the
Fieldhouse on Tuesday, April
10.

Mercy Educ.
continued from page 1

educational and professional
success, MEP is working to
build a stronger community
while decreasing illiteracy in
Detroit.

Two informational tours
are held every month, and all
interested community mem-
bers are welcomed to visit the
facilities and learn more about
the great work of this organi-
zation.

Students from Kappa
Omega Chi sorority are look-
ing forward to carpooling
from campus and visiting
MEP, their local philanthropy,
on April 19.

“Our sorority has been
striving to raise awareness, in-
crease visibility, and do
fundraising for MEP since we
were founded in 2002,” ex-
plained Brannigan Powell,
Vice President for Kappa
Omega Chi.

As a local sorority, MEP
was chosen because it is a De-
troit-based organization with
whom the Kappa ladies could
develop a meaningful connec-
tion and work to support their
programs through volun-
teerism and direct donations
made possible through
fundraising efforts.

The Kappa ladies’ involve-
ment with their local philan-
thropy has steadily grown
over the years as they en-
deavor to strengthen commu-
nity support for MEP.

With alumni Magaly Urista
currently working with the
Women’s Program at Mercy
Education Project, the sorority
maintains a vital living link
with the non-profit and re-
mains up-to-date on all new
developments and events.

Furthermore, Kappa
Omega Chi is proud to be de-
veloping and offering oppor-
tunities to the teenage girls at
MEP to come visit UM-Dear-
born and learn more about

college opportunities, pro-
grams, resources, and student
life.

Having recently teamed up
with students from Blueprints
Leadership Program 2011-
2012 to volunteer at Pancakes
for the Planet on April 21, the
Kappa ladies and Blueprints
students will be welcoming
teenagers from MEP and pair-
ing up with them to help serve
hot pancakes.

This is the first of many
projects coming to fruition to
not only support the girls and
women of MEP, but to also
ensure the organization’s visi-
bility and connection to the
community.

If interested in working
with Kappa Omega Chi on
these projects and learning
more about Mercy Education
Project by taking their spring
tour on April 19, please con-
tact the Kappa Omega Chi
Vice President, Brannigan
Powell at
bkpowell@umd.umich.edu.

Muslim graves 
continued from page 1
resulted in Dr. Stockton creat-
ing an exhibit out of these
photographs so other people
could enjoy them the same
way he had. “I’ve spent days
in these graveyards. It’s amaz-
ing what you learn from
gravestones. You learn history
and culture. You learn about a
person’s life and what they
valued in life. The gravestone
is the last chance to tell the
world who you were, or what
your survivors admired in
you,” he said.

The Muslim graves repre-
sent a wide range of people
from diverse cultural back-

grounds and countries, who
are buried in at least 20 differ-
ent locations in southeast
Michigan. Most of them had
diverse ways of conveying
their beliefs or expressing
themselves. Some of the
stones included an emphasis
on hobbies, marriage, her-
itage, military service, or faith
in God. Some graveyards
were large and contained de-
tailed and elegant stones;
some were small and had sim-
ple stones made of wood.  But
every one was unique in its
own way. Of the 1000 pictures
taken, Dr. Stockton took the
best 39 and put them on dis-
play in Mardigian Library in
an exhibit that will run until

the beginning of May.
The Muslim Graves Ex-

hibit will be on display on the
second floor of Mardigian Li-
brary through May 6, 2012. It
will then travel to Ann Arbor
and other select locations.
Make sure to stop by and
check it out it before it’s gone.

Mike Wallace 
continued from page 1
you” became the frightful
message to those who had to
face the “60 Minutes” inter-
rogator.  His fearsome reputa-
tion and contributions were
what made the show addicting
and led it in television ratings
for decades.
“Wallace was from the begin-
ning and for many years, the
heart and soul of ‘60 Min-
utes,’” said Dan Rather, a for-
mer CBS Evening News
anchor who contributed to the
show.  “Mike was sharp and
quick of mind, a fierce com-
petitor and a master inter-
viewer.”
The New York Times had sat
down with Wallace in 2006
and asked how he would like

to be remembered.
“Tough but fair,” said Wal-
lace. “I think that’s a credo for
a good reporter, a good jour-
nalist. Tough but fair.”
Before his broadcast career,
Wallace attended the Univer-
sity of Michigan in Ann Arbor.
As a student, he was a re-

porter for the Michigan Daily,
the university’s student news-
paper.  You can read more
about the alum from their
website at www.michi-
gandaily.com.
Upon graduation from the uni-
versity, Wallace began his ca-
reer on radio in Michigan.  His
first job was in Grand Rapids
as a writer and newscaster for
WOOD radio.  Afterwards, he
headed to Detroit as an an-
nouncer for WXYZ Radio
(now WXYT).

CBS announced it will hold a
special program dedicated to
Wallace on “60 Minutes” this
Sunday, April 15.

Photo: Beatriz Preece
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First Amendment of the United States Constitution
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Students can’t live
at UMD

This piece was inspired
by “Campus Engagement:
Where Did We Go Wrong?”
by Uzoma Okeke, and not
just because he called out
the radio station for having
the lights on and no one
home (which, by the way,
just because you don’t see
anyone doesn’t mean that
there isn’t a show going on
– you cannot see into the DJ
booth from the hallway).
Moving on.

I agree with Mr. Okeke
that there are problems with
student leadership. Pettiness
runs rampant on the second
floor, as does gossip. There
are problems with the ad-
ministration, too – I’m not
denying that. But I think the
problem goes much deeper.

There’s an image on the
UM-Dearborn Memes Face-
book page that reads,
“Wayne State gets Lupe Fi-
asco, we get a yelling athe-
ist.” And that’s just one
example of the cool things
that happen on other cam-
puses that we never get.

Recently, Kal Penn Ann
spoke at Central Michigan
University of their Asian
Pacific American Heritage
month. Our big brother,
Ann Arbor, had Obama
speak at their 2010 com-
mencement. We got Mary
Sue Coleman. And no one
as famous as Penn has ever
spoken here for any reason.

This year, Ann Arbor’s
commencement will feature
Dr. Sanjay Gupta, CNN’s
chief medical correspon-
dent. We’ll have David
Brandon, UM’s Director of
Athletics and Chacona W.
Johnson, President and
CEO of the Detroit Public
Schools Foundation. I’m
sure Brandon and Johnson
are wonderful people and

short, I don’t know what is.
I often hear people refer

to this school as “not a real
school” or “a continuation
of high school.” I referred
to my freshman year as “the
13th grade.” Many people
reading this might protest
and say, well, look at all of
our organizations! And
that’s great, but a lot of peo-
ple have no idea that these
organizations exist. And or-
ganizations – no matter how
hard they try – do not make
a college campus when that
campus was not designed
with student life in mind.

I have no idea what it
used to be like around here,
but in my time here, all I’ve
see is people coming here
for class and then leaving.
Of course, on the second
floor, you have people who
stick around a little longer.
But if someone doesn’t
have to be here, they won’t.

And it’s not just because
the food options here are
terrible (which they are, by
the way – thanks, Ara-
mark!) or because there’s
not really anywhere to hang
out (the downstairs of the
UC gets pretty gross as the
day goes on, let’s get real) –
although those are con-
tributing factors.

It’s because everyone
shares this mentality that
this isn’t a real school. That
nothing cool happens here,
or will ever happen. Sure,
SAB gives us Segways and
slushies, but that’s not re-
ally anything to brag to
your non-UM-D friends
about.

And so you can critique
student leadership and SAO
and the UC Front Desk and
make valid points about
their downfalls. But until
you look at the school as a
whole, you’re missing the
point – this school was not
designed to sustain thriving
student life.

they’re obviously success-
ful.

But trying to compare
Gupta to them is like trying
to compare apples to or-
anges – if apples are nation-
ally known and oranges
only grow in southeastern
Michigan.

Going back to my point
about Lupe Fiasco, I actu-
ally got his opening act for
that show – two dudes who
call themselves Passalacqua
– to come to UM-D. No-
body showed up. I couldn’t
even get people from my
own organization to show
up.

So I started thinking,
why was the turnout so
low? We had Passalacqua
on the UC Stage, so it
wasn’t that people couldn’t
find it or that it wasn’t ac-
cessible.

As I was asking people
why they thought the
turnout was low, someone
in my org mentioned that
most people who hang out
in the UC are looking to do
homework or talk to their
friends – not listen to live
music. And I realized that
they were right.

That’s another way of
how the school isn’t con-
ducive to student life – we
don’t even have a proper
performance venue. If you
think about it, almost every
event is held in Kochoff or
on the UC Stage – some-
times the BorgWarner Audi-
torium if it’s a bigger
crowd. We don’t have a the-
ater, so even if we could
snag Lupe Fiasco or a na-
tionally known actor, where
we host him? In Kochoff,
where the acoustics are ter-
rible? BorgWarner only
seats 220. That’s not even
1/9th of our student body.

I mean, we graduate in a
gymnasium. A gymnasium.
If that isn’t the best exam-
ple of how this campus falls

Meditations on
good, evil, and the

in-between
I wake up to cryptic mes-

sages on my Facebook feed.
"Senseless tragedy. Pray-

ing for everyone."
"I had just seen him Sun-

day."
"This just doesn't seem

real."
"I don't want to remember

him this way. I CAN'T."
"How could someone do

this?"
I'm sifting through these

comments, trying to under-
stand what everyone is talk-
ing about. My heart is
racing. Is it someone I
know?

That's when I see the mes-
sage in my inbox, a link to an
article. As I begin to read,
the wind is knocked out of
me.

"Livonia police say a 19-
year-old man assaulted his
ex-girlfriend and used an ax
to kill her mother and her
new boyfriend, before killing
himself."

Brian Douglas White.
Jacob Lee Burns. To most
people, these are just the
names of two people, a head-
line that dies down after a
week. Faceless, indistinct,
bound to an unimaginable
tragedy.

But for the people that I
know, these aren't just two
names. These were neigh-
bors, people, FRIENDS.

"Police say Brian Douglas
White was apparently upset

over the breakup with the
17-year-old girl who lived at
the home," the article read.
"Police say they believe
White went to the home,
killed Angela Kim Staper-
fene, the mother of the 17-
year-old with an ax . . . [and]
killed Jacob Lee Burns also
with an ax. They say a short
time later White shot and
killed himself."

There is so much disso-
nance happening, in my
heart and in my head. How
could this be? Friends are
posting their pictures with
Brian. They seem so happy,
laughing, carefree. Is this the
same person? They recount
their memories, say their
prayers, try to make sense of
how someone they loved
could suddenly become...
this. A monster? They don't
know how to process the
grief. "God makes us good,"
one friend posts. "We do evil
things, but we are all good."

But there are other posts,
those grieving deeply for
Jacob and the girl's mother.
"My brother was one of
Jacob's best friends," some-
one writes. "Why would
someone do this?" A mon-
ster, they say. "Some people
are just batshit crazy," an-
other writes. "It's sick."
Again, the trauma is too
much. There are Bible
quotes, trying to find a dif-
ferent kind of comfort, one
where Brian is not forgiven.
Some hellish place, where

murderers burn endlessly.
One where justice is served.

People are digging deep
inside themselves, sifting
through personal faith, trying
to explain what can't be ex-
plained. Verse after verse,
prayer after prayer, there's no
solace. Just a senseless, un-
believable tragedy. Our com-
munity is shaken, our hearts
crushed.

Good, evil, good, evil. My
heart aches. The distinction
between the two suddenly
seems less clear. No matter
how we use the words, they
never answer the ultimate
question: WHY. Why would
he do it? The one who
laughed, smiled, loved.
These absolutes--good and
evil--don't seem to function
when we're in the midst of
this. There's that blurry
place, that gray place which
we all seem to struggle with.
The ambiguity is scary. It's
paralyzing. It doesn't feel
safe.

What do I believe? How
will I pray? How will I
mourn? I ask myself these
questions. For a long time, I
lay on my bedroom floor,
staring up at the ceiling fan,
dizzy with sadness.

I'm of the belief that we're
all connected--there's an un-
dercurrent of vivacity that
we feel together, vibrations
and lights and energy, a
shared history that is woven
together in ways we can only
glimpse. The loving energy

we put into the world is
meaningful. We are not dis-
connected entities. What we
do, feel, and give is not inde-
pendent of other beings. We
have an amazing capacity to
reach others in beautiful, di-
vine ways.

At this place in my life, I
cope with meditation. I sit
down and try to feel all of
that energy. It is always call
and response. My love, con-
fusion, and sadness throbs in
my bones. When I begin to
ache, I listen. The quiet,
yearning song of a bird, or
the breaking of a branch be-
neath an unknown foot...the
sun's warmth against my
back, the laughter of some-
one I love. I hear the shud-
dering of the leaves in the
breeze, the chaos of a busy
street corner. I remember the
words of people who have
changed me, and those who
have been changed by me. I
watch the steam dancing off
of my coffee, recall the
memories of a beautiful
place, settle into the feeling
I get when strings shift from
dissonance to harmony,
when a song reverberates in
my chest...all of these things
are answers. The different
kind of "why"--why I'm
here.

The laws of entropy tell us
that energy is not created nor
destroyed, but rather,
changes. Take your energy,
and create something mean-
ingful with it, big or small or
in between. Live in your sad-
ness, let it pass only when it
is ready. Walk away from
these words, the newspaper
or the blog, wherever you
are. Visit a friend, paint
something, write a song, take
a hike. If you don't feel like
making something, just sit.
Listen. Weep. Thrash.
Dance. Live in the world--
remember what the wind
feels like on your face. Hold
someone's hand, stand beside
them, breathe. In every mo-
ment, the world, the universe
even, is trying to tell you
something. Open yourself to
it.

Personally, as someone
who has gone to death and
back, there's only so much I
can say. I can't say that there
is some loving, forgiving
God, some old dude upstairs
who's going to give you a
gift basket (halo, wings,
chocolates?) when you die. I
don't know if Jesus will be
there later on, to give you a
high five for the good things
that you did. I can't say
you're a cat with nine lives,

that this is only the begin-
ning of many living forms. I
can't tell you if you'll be a
demi-god or a hungry ghost.
I don't have a verse to recite,
a saint to look to. Those
aren't the things that I saw
when I knocked on that door.

I can't tell you that it gets
easier afterward.

But I do know, with ab-
solute certainty, that there is
a light in all of us. I don't
know what it means. It's the
only thing that I saw. It's torn
out of you--a burst of sparks
that comes together, and
goes flying backward at a
speed you can't conceive of.
When I almost died, every-
thing changed.

The only thing I know, all
that I can say, is that there is
something so bright, and you
won't be standing still.

You're going somewhere
else, wherever that might be.
You can decide where that is.

I think that all of the lov-
ing that we do makes that
light in all of us stronger. I
believe that with my whole
heart. When we love others
and love ourselves, we all
begin to shine a little
brighter.

Tend to that light. For
you, for Brian, for Jacob.

For everyone.

Autism speaks:
What is it saying?

A new statistic released
by The Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention
(CDC) draws attention to the
alarming prevalence of
autism in the United States.
As of 2012, 1 in 88 children
will be diagnosed with
autism. Boys are five times
more likely than girls to be
diagnosed with autism (1 in
54 boys and 1 in 252 girls).
Autism affects more children
than diabetes, AIDS, cancer,
cerebral palsy, cystic fibro-
sis, muscular dystrophy, and
Down syndrome combined,
and the most unsettling thing
is that we do not know why.
So what is autism truly say-
ing to us?  

As a nation, it is our duty
to band together and focus
on the problems, facts, and
solutions to this issue that di-
rectly affects so many of us.
It is clear from the rising
numbers that many of us
have family members that
are affected by the disorder
and that many of us in the
future will have family
members/children affected
by autism. Better screening
methods and broad catego-
rizations of autism only ac-
count for a portion of the
78% increase in diagnosis in
the last 6 years. The cause of

the other portion is largely
unknown. Autism has been
linked genetically in family
trees, but the environmental
triggers have yet to be iden-
tified and specified. So what
can we do? The nation's
largest autism science and
advocacy organization,
Autism Speaks, has assem-
bled a national strategy that
calls on us all.  

What is needed is more
research into the genetic and
environmental causes of
autism. Funds dedicated to
more efficient medical treat-
ments for those currently di-
agnosed. Earlier diagnosis
no later than 18 month of
age, more trained teachers
and therapists, and most im-
portantly, a growing body of
educated citizens who can
help to integrate those with
autism into our community.
That is where the collegiate
chapter, Autism Speaks U at
the University of Michigan-
Dearborn (UM-D), comes
into play and where you can
help directly.

Early screening is not
enough. Once a child is diag-
nosed with autism, he/she
should be raised in a society
that can accommodate his or
her medical needs and social
needs. Autism Speaks U at
UM-D strives to assimilate
these children and future
adults into our university,

community, and lives. We
also strive to raise money to
support research on the
causes, prevention, treat-
ments, and a cure for autism.
Even with the growing num-
bers of autism cases in the
U.S, insufficient funds are
being devoted to autism re-
search each year, $169 mil-
lion out the 2011 National
Institutes of Health budget
of $30.5 billion.

The solutions to a national
problem can only come with
national participation. I urge
all to join Autism Speaks U
at UM-D in order to put in
their greatly needed contri-
bution. April is Autism
Awareness month and to
honor it, artwork done by
local children with autism
will be on display on the UC
boards. Please come by and
see what they have to ex-
press and say! Also, during
this month, monuments from
all over the world will be lit
up blue to shine a bright
light on autism. To see pic-
tures and read more about
Autism Speaks’ Light It Up
Blue campaign, visit
www.lightitupblue.org.  

For more information,
questions, or comments,
please contact Danya Berri,
President of Autism Speaks
U at UM-D ,at
dberri9@gmail.com.
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Parking lot precautions: What not to do in
parking predicaments

BY ELIZABETH BASTIAN
OPINION EDITOR

AND

BY SAMANTHA ELLIOTT
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Parking--it’s the biggest
complaint from students at
the University of Michigan-
Dearborn, and understand-
ably so. A student body that is
willing to go to almost any
lengths to walk the least dis-
tance possible to their classes,
including circling the rows of
cars waiting for someone to
exit a building so they can
stalk them, is only going to
perpetuate the problem.

But we digress.
Construct a series of park-

ing lots with roughly four
thousand spots and you are
bound to have vehicular col-
lisions now and then. It’s un-
fortunate but, inevitable. The
truly harrowing fact is the
utter lack of preparation the
University provides when
these accidents happen.

There have been several
articles written already this
year concerning student be-
havior while driving around
campus, essentially advocat-
ing for people to “be nicer”
and not to drive like insane
asylum patients. Whether this

lack of respect for other com-
muters is true or not, it cannot
be denied that people often
react with anger when their
car is violated. Sadly, this
usually only serves to worsen
the problem.

Last week, someone
backed into my (Elizabeth’s)
car while I was braking to
turn out of the parking lot,
claiming that I was speeding
and that, though they looked,
they did not see me, leaving a
dent in my front passenger
door. They then refused to
trade insurance information
(or any information) with me.
After I admitted that if they
would not give me any infor-
mation, there was not much
we could do, they drove away
before I could get the license
plate. Seeing as I had to run to
a three hour class immedi-
ately after the collision, it was
not until nearly four hours
later that I had a chance to file
a report with campus safety.
The situation could have been
handled so much better, had I
a better knowledge of the best
way to go about things.

My (Sam’s) story is very
similar to Liz’s. It was the
very first day of Winter 2010
semester. I had a four hour
break in between classes and
was off to buy some new
school supplies that I had

neglected to purchase before.
Before class I had managed to
find a parking spot in parking
lot E, the one northeast of the
Administrative and Social
Science buildings. I was
parked in a spot where I just
had to pull forward to get out;
convenient since no one likes
backing out of a spot anyway.
There was already a line
forming since classes had just
been dismissed. A nice stu-
dent waved me to get in line
in front of them. I pulled
halfway out and sat, waiting
for the red pickup in front of
me to pull up so I could fully
pull into the line. The pickup
had been idling in neutral and
seeing brake lights, I got ex-
cited that we were about to
start moving. The next sec-
ond, the pickup was zooming
into reverse, and I had a nice
view through my windshield
of the truck bed sitting on the
hood of my tiny Sunfire.

Naturally I was outraged.
They clearly hadn’t looked in
their rear-view mirror, and it
all happened so fast that I did-
n’t even have time to honk,
much less back up (although
I just would have hit another
car in line). I got out of my
car, unsure exactly what to do
since I had never been in a sit-
uation like this before. I
stared the girl down until she

finally got out of her car. She
told me she was sorry and
said, “Good thing there’s no
damage.” My anger level rose
as I glanced back at my, hood
which looked more like a
camping tent than something
that was supposed to cover
my engine. When I asked for
her information, I was given
instant attitude and she de-
manded mine also. I was
slightly confused since I
clearly hadn’t been at fault
but agreed to give it to her
anyway. We were at her truck
when we exchanged informa-
tion, and as I grabbed her slip
of paper I said, “I’ll be right
back,” and started towards my
car to grab my phone and call
Campus Safety. By the time I
turned around, she was gone.

Dumfounded, I glanced
down at the slip of paper, on
which was scribbled her name
and a cell phone number. I
couldn’t believe it. I had
given her all of my informa-
tion--name, phone number,
car make, model, and license
plate. I sat confused for a few
minutes until the beeping of
cars around me brought me
back to my senses, and I
headed over to Campus
Safety. The officer,  Moses,
was very nice to me. He took
me back to the scene and
drew out the situation for me.

should always have in your
car anyway!).

2b) Program Campus
Safety’s number in your
phone for situations like this.
I had to look it up online,
wasting time that I could have
been using to file a report.
Their office is 313-593-5333.
Chances are, whether you are
involved in a fender-bender,
lock your keys in your car, or
leave your lights on and come
out to a dead battery, you’re
going to need the number at
one point or another.

3) If the other involved
party (or parties) turn(s) out to
be irrational or simply unco-
operative, note the
color/make/model of the car
and at least write down the li-
cense plate number.

4) A picture is worth a
thousand words. Take photos
of the scene with your phone
or camera; you may need
them for insurance purposes
later.

Accidents happen. Some-
times they are everyone’s
fault; sometimes they are no
one’s fault. If students could
simply maintain a level head
in the face of adverse situa-
tions and handle the conse-
quences like prepared adults,
they will foster a much more
friendly environment.

However helpful he was, it
wasn’t any good. When my
insurance company called the
girl’s insurance company, she
insisted it never happened.
Her insurance company in-
formed me that they sided
with their clients and I was
stuck with the bill for the
damages, $700 total since I
didn’t have full coverage at
the time. It still angers me
now and I know, like Liz, if I
had known the proper proce-
dure, the situation could have
turned out a lot differently.

So, to all students who ever
happen to bump into some-
one’s car (or have their own
car bumped) on campus, here
are some valuable tips,
brought to you by people who
wish they had known these
beforehand.

1) Remain calm. Anger
will only escalate the situa-
tion, and yelling at another
student in a parking lot is ex-
tremely unclassy (#umdbrn-
problems).

2) Call 911 or Campus
Safety right away. If no one is
seriously injured, the Dear-
born Police will normally dis-
patch you to Campus Safety
anyways. However, if you are
going to file a report, make
sure that you have an updated
insurance card and vehicle
registration (which you

Don’t hate me because I’m beautiful

#UMDrbnProblems- a look at campus issues

BY GABRIELLE BOYER
STAFF COLUMNIST

It’s hard being pretty. No
one understands when the old
and frumpy female professor
fails me because she is jeal-
ous of my beauty. No one
feels sorry for you when you
lose your girlfriends because
they’re afraid that you are
going to steal their
boyfriends. And no one
knows your pain when men
just give you things because
you’re so cute.

Now, I am no Beyonce,
but I am what many people
would consider a “pretty
woman.” I am tall and thin,
with what many people call a
stunning face. I am often mis-
taken for a model, to which I
have to embarrassingly ex-
plain that I am not. I know I
am blessed, but there are
downsides to being this

good-looking.
The first downside is

that I become a vapid, self-
absorbed idiot.

If you couldn’t tell, I was
poking fun at journalist
Samantha Brick, who last
week posted an article in the
Daily Mail about the dangers
of being pretty. Unlike this
article, it wasn’t a joke.

I am not mad at Ms.
Brick for being pretty, be-
cause frankly if you got it,
flaunt it. I’m mad because
she is perpetuating stereo-
types about women that are
simply not true. Stereotypes
such as women who work to-
gether can’t get along if one
is prettier than another and
men think about women with
the head inside their pants.

I’m going to talk about
the women working together
thing because that one of-

fends me the most. I’ve been
surrounded by women my
entire life, and worked with
them in my entire academic
and professional career. I
don’t think I’ve ever heard
someone openly hate some-
one or refuse to work with
them because they’re too
pretty. Insecure people may
get a little snarky, but to
openly refuse someone some-
thing because they’re attrac-
tive? That’s so “Mean Girls.”

In fact I’ve seen more
trouble with pretty girls get-
ting mad when attention is di-
verted from them to “that fat
girl” or “the ugly one” (yes,
that is the terminology). To
me, it’s a defense mechanism
that “pretty girls” have to
learn because they aren’t val-
idated in much else. It’s easy
to tell a girl that she’s pretty,
but you have to get to know

her before you tell her she’s
smart. Usually one has to be
in proportion to another. For
some reason in our society,
we can’t be both.

There seems to be two pre-
vailing archetypes in women
who are climbing up the pro-
fessional ladders, the women
who use sexuality and
women who use skill. Seduc-
tion is a powerful tool in any
business. Yes, it will get you
good places, but people will
hate you for it. It’s also kind
of the easy way out. Working
hours and crunching numbers
is harder than flirting with
your boss. And if you are a
cruncher, and see a girl get
promoted who’s a flirter, then
yes, you are going to be
pissed. It’s not because she’s
pretty, it’s because she had an
in.

Another thing that both-

ered me was the way she
talked about men in her arti-
cle. Men just shower her in
gifts because she’s pretty and
has a cute bubbly personality.
In some cases, it’s probably
true. In others, it’s not. In my
very limited experience with
men on a romantic level, usu-
ally if you flirt and play
dumb, they’ll do little things
for you, like homework, or
get you coffee.  But when
you are a professional, this
sends the wrong message. If
you’re flirty with co-workers
or your boss, you aren’t get-
ting the scorn of other women
because you are pretty;
you’re getting scorned be-
cause it is highly inappropri-
ate. And if you’re the man
who promoted the “hottie”
you better be damn sure she
can live up to the job because
you promoted her.  I bet (and

hope) the higher you get in a
corporation, the less this hap-
pens.

So why do women like this
bother me? Why don’t I just
let it go? Because it sets us
back as a gender. I could ac-
tually understand if this was
about people being jealous of
Samantha Brick’s accom-
plishments, which she has
had. I applaud her for being
good at her job. But to turn
around and blame people for
not liking her because of
good looks, and then call the
people who didn’t like her
“heavy” and “old” makes her
seem like a shallow, almost
delusional person. The bot-
tom line is that if you don’t
want scorn from other
women, don’t use your “good
looks” as stepping stone in
business. You’re setting your-
self up for a nasty fall. 

BY ALEX MICH
STAFF COLUMNIST

I stumbled upon a facilities
worker here on campus and
we had a very nice, brief chat
about the smoke-free initia-
tive, or the lack thereof, on
this campus.  He managed to
catch me while I was reading
some tweets from this UMD-
problems account.  As such, it
got me thinking about all the
problems on our campus and
just for fun, I figured I would
try to answer them.  Are these
answers accurate? More than
likely they will just add more
to the next tweets that will be
posted on there.

The actual smoke free ini-
tiative is supposedly in force.
Now, I remember many
months back that people were
worried about this term “vol-
untary compliance” and that
in essence, it is just some-
thing that everyone does not
have to comply with.  Well, I
got a bit side-tracked and
found a Q and A page in re-
gards to the policy and

yes…the campus does say
that it will enforce the ban
through this voluntary com-
pliance strategy.  However, it
does go on to further state that
those students who are re-
peated offenders of the policy
will go through existing dis-
ciplinary actions through the
Student Rights and Code of
Conduct.  So how about that,
there is an actual way to po-
lice this for the countless stu-
dents who complain about the
presence of cigarette smok-
ing.  May I suggest actually
going about and doing some-
thing about it.

Yet, there is nothing to do
about the geese.  Although, I
do find it entertaining that
everyone is afraid of the
geese.  In my time, there has
been only one good story that
I can account for of any geese
actually putting up a fight.
That goose would actually sit
in one of the parking lots and
actually prevent people from
going to their cars.  In fact, I
had to deal with this goose
when barbecuing for an event

over by the Fieldhouse, and
this crazy goose kept inching
ever closer to our tent and to-
wards the food.  It simply
would not go away.  So I sup-
pose maybe its offspring will
eventually come to rule the
campus, but as for now, the
rest of the geese are just
pushovers.  You can try and
walk about 5 feet from them
and they will just stare you
down.  Stare back at them as
you walk by, they won’t care.
Just do watch for the drop-
pings, though.  I am actually
kind of shocked at how we
haven’t just changed our
nickname to the “Crazed
Geese” instead of the Wolves.

Speaking of which, I heard
more than a month ago about
changing our nickname to the
Wolverines, and yet we have
heard nothing more about the
issue.  I do not know who to
attribute for this latest disap-
pointment to.  It is not the stu-
dents’ fault.  Student
Government has more impor-
tant stuff to worry about and
The Michigan Journal can’t

keep following up on every
single news headline.  No, I
want to know when this fel-
low, this Ken Kettenbeil, will
decide to actually let the rest
of us know about the latest
development behind this pro-
posal.  

Again, there is a lot of crit-
icism over the quality of stu-
dent life on the campus.  Sigh,
yes there needs to be some
drastic improvements around
this subject.  Certainly, stu-
dent life will get a big lift
when I leave this campus.
But as for the other areas of
student life, well as I said,
certain improvements need to
take place.  Overall, the
changes that ought to be made
mimic in large part to what
was said by a guest writer not
too long ago.  What I have
taken from the message is that
there needs to be a much
stronger effort to reach out to
a wider audience. It is not just
in the way that the organiza-
tions design and market their
events, but also in the wider
approach to things in general.

There just needs to be that
focus towards incorporating
the other 95% of students.
Rather than focusing on the
goals and necessities of either
a group of people or even
one’s own selfish purposes to
get money, focus on what is
needed for the entire campus.  

Just deal with the high
school students in the library.
Supposedly, they are not the
ones causing all the trouble
anyway.  Rather, it is our fel-
low classmates that are re-
ported by Campus Safety as
the one that are causing the
most disturbances.  Granted,
I still consider such behavior
as more becoming of a high
school student than a college
student.  Maybe that is where
the source of the confusion
is? Either way, just accept that
your classmates are rather ob-
noxious, or kindly bust them
in the act so that they may be
removed from the library.

As for this talk of a front
door that has been going
about for a few years, I often
wondered about the success

of such a project.  I had the
privilege to be privy to a con-
versation between the Direc-
tor of the Library and one of
my friends about the pro-
posed new door.  She was
kind enough to at least ask us
to consider the aesthetics of
the idea.  What is truly the
center of the campus?  Do
people really want to walk out
of the library and look at the
parking lot or something a bit
more scenic?  Now, I do un-
derstand that there are cer-
tainly many practical reasons
for adding a “front door,” but
again, is it absolutely neces-
sary to do so?  In essence, I
wonder about the issue.  Is it
simply that we are out of
touch with the little campus
atmosphere that we possess or
is it that the library is out of
touch with the practical needs
of its students? We like to
think it is the fault of the cam-
pus, but is it honestly our own
fault for being too lazy to
walk to the other side?  I hope
not. 



BY CHRIS ZADOROZNY
STAFF COLUMNIST
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BY EMMA SLONINA
STAFF COLUMNIST

Emma’s Eats:Basement Burger Bar,Farmington

I somehow wandered onto
Groupon earlier last week
and found a $16 Groupon to
Basement Burger Bar for $8.
I like basements, burgers, and
bars, so this seemed like a
perfect fit. Also, I couldn’t
pass up the deal. I don’t know
why I haven’t been using
Groupon for all of my
columns, but I should have
been.

Not wasting any time, I got
Charlie on board and we
headed up to Farmington this
past weekend. The Basement
Burger Bar is ridiculously
easy to get to, and there’s
parking behind the restaurant.
It is, in fact, in the basement
of a photography studio – but,
fortunately or unfortunately,
this isn’t as seedy as it
sounds.

Imagine your friend’s fin-
ished basement “man cave”
and you’re on the right track.
Typical sports bar feel to it,
just underground. It could
definitely have more charac-
ter, but it’s a great hangout
place where you really don’t
have to put in any effort.

Being the diligent review-
er I am, I ordered way too
much food. Frickles (fried

pickles!), the “beef sampler”
– three mini burgers; one
beef, one bison, one Kobe
beef – and loaded chili cheese
fries. Charlie made his own
burger.

The fried pickles were
(thank goodness) fried pickle
spears. Never bother with
fried pickles if they’re just
the tiny sliced disks. Too
much breading, not enough
pickle. These were huge
spears, scalding hot and
crunchy. They came with a
thick ranch dipping sauce –
not as good or interesting as
the dipping sauce at Traffic
Jam and Snug, but still deli-
cious.

They were filling, though.
So filling that it was nearly
impossible to eat anything
else afterwards. Our burgers
and fries arrived at the table,
enough for a few more people
at least. We reluctantly
tucked in.

Neither of us were blown
away, at least not by our own
meals. My sliders were, as I
had expected, overdone and
indistinguishable from one
another. Which is disconcert-
ing when you’re supposed to
be comparing run-of-the-mill
Black Angus with Kobe beef.
All three were dry, crunchy,

Loaded chili cheese fries

"Beef Sampler" sliders - beef, bison, and Kobe beef mini burgers
Emma Slonina/ MJ

Emma Slonina/ MJ

Detroit: A City on the Rise - Belle Isle

The largest island city
park is in Detroit?  You
wouldn’t think such an
obscure title would belong
to Detroit, a city that just
voted to a consent agree-
ment with the state of
Michigan concerning its
financial instability.  Well,
this is true, and it will prob-
ably stay true for many
years to come.  

Belle Isle, named for
Isabelle Cass, daughter of
the territorial governor
Lewis Cass, is located
directly between the city of
Detroit and Windsor,
Ontario.  The island today
is now a city park, but it
wasn’t that way when the
French found it.

When Cadillac landed,
the French did settle in
parts of the island.  That
wasn’t the case originally.
The settlers used the island
to house their pigs and
chickens, keeping them
away from coyotes and
other animals.  The island
was actually called Pig
Island for awhile, until the
name changed to Belle Isle
in 1845.

People did settle on
the island too, but many of
the houses were destroyed
in the French and American
War in 1763.  In 1817,
Barnabus Campau, who
named the island Belle Isle,
bought it for $5,000.  He
held onto the island until
1879, when the city of
Detroit bought the island

for $200,000.  
It was part of a plan to

make the city more beauti-
ful.  It was called,
“Beautify Detroit,” and the
planners wanted to create a
boulevard circling the city,
starting at Belle Isle, and
extending all the way to
West Jefferson.  This is
where Grand Boulevard
came from.  It was the orig-
inal “city limits.”  In 1881,
the city changed the name
to Belle Isle Park.  Belle
Isle does mean something
in French--beautiful island.
With the French founding
the city, a better name
could not have been cho-
sen.

Once the city incorpo-
rated the island into a park,
it was time to find a design-
er.  Who better than the
man who designed Central
Park in New York City?
Fredrick Law Olmstead
designed the island
between 1884 and 1908.  In
its development stage, the
park opened to the public.  

For 5 years, people
had to take a boat over to
the island.  That changed in
1889, when a wooden
bridge was constructed.
Unfortunately, it was acci-
dentally destroyed in a fire
on April 27, 1915.  Plans
for a new bridge were soon
started, and at the cost of
$2,635,000, a concrete and
steel arched bridge was
built.  It was completed on
September 1, 1923.  It was
originally called the “Belle
Isle Bridge,” but after
World War II, they named

the bridge after U.S. Army
General Douglas
MacArthur.  

The island today is
dedicated to keeping itself a
park, amid the financial
constraints of the city.
There are buildings on the
island though, courtesy of
Albert Kahn.  The Belle
Isle Casino, Anna Scripps
Whitcomb Conservatory,
and Belle Isle Aquarium
were all designed by him.

The Casino, built in
1908, is used for public
events, none of which are
gambling.  The
Conservatory, which was
built in 1904, houses a
greenhouse, a botanical
garden, and thousands of
plants.  It’s 13 acres large
and open to the public--for
free!  It’s open every
Wednesday-Sunday from
10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.  Anna
Scripps donated her 600-
orchid plant collection to
the conservatory, which is
why it is now named after
her.

Finally, the Belle Isle
Aquarium, which is unfor-
tunately closed for the time
being, was built by Kahn in
1904.  It was the largest
aquarium ever when it
opened, and before it
closed, it was the oldest
operating aquarium in the
United States.  It closed in
2005 because of declining
membership and funding.
The Belle Isle Conservancy
is now looking to open the
Aquarium sooner rather
than later.  

Also on the island is
the Belle Isle Nature Zoo
and the Dossin Great Lakes
Museum.  The zoo is cur-
rently closed, and is also
planned to be opened soon
by the Belle Isle
Conservancy.  The museum
is open and focuses on
Michigan maritime history,
especially on the Great
Lakes and the Detroit
River.

The Detroit Yacht Club
is also on the island, home
to the most prestigious

and flavorless.
I would have lost hope had

I not tried Charlie’s burger.
Just plain Black Angus
cooked medium rare, but it
tasted like heaven. I got a bit
of the edge, but it was still
more juicy and flavorful than
my burgers. If this is what
their regular burger tastes
like, then their bison and
Kobe burgers must be off the
charts.

The fries were ridiculous.
Beer-battered French fries,
topped with chili and cheese,
bacon, onions, and sour
cream. One order is enough
for four people, easily. I
should have gone for the chili

cheese tater tots (how often
do you find tater tots at a
restaurant?) but I really liked
how crispy and tender the
fries were, so maybe tater tots
next time. You won’t go hun-
gry here and it’s definitely
affordable, just don’t go over-
board.

I was happy to see a couple
vegetarian options – portabel-
la cap “burgers” and black
bean burgers, as well as some
“lighter” options – turkey and
chicken burgers. Their “make
your own” option lets you
play around, writing with
whiteboard markers on their
laminated menus. They have
a ton of toppings and options,

so you’re sure to get what
you want.

We obviously didn’t have
room for dessert, but they
serve cupcakes from Nom
Nom’s Cupcake Factory in
Westland. I’m surprised they
didn’t serve cupcakes from
Sunflour Bakehaus just down
the street from them instead,

but Westland is still rather
local so I can handle that. I
may have to go try the cup-
cakes on my own sometime.

Open every day for lunch
and dinner. Contact 248-957-
8179 or visit
https://www.facebook.com/B
asementBurgerBar for menu
and more information.

yachts and boats on the
Great Lakes and in Detroit.
It is a private yacht club
and opened in 1868, but
didn’t move to Belle Isle
until the 1900s.  

The island also will
boast a Grand Prix race on
June 1-3, 2012.  There have
been races on the island
before, and this year, with
the help of Chevrolet, the
island will once again be a
centerpiece in the Indy
Grand Prix series.  

To help with any of
these projects, go to

www.belleisleconservan-
cy.org

Belle Isle still needs
help.  Most weekends par-
ties happen, but the week
after is cleaning up.  The
city is in a financial crisis,
and cleaning up a park is
the least of their worries.
Belle Isle can become a
gem, like it once was, and it
is on its way.  If Detroit
were to have a beautiful
city park that others can
model after, Detroit can be
the center of attention, but
this time in a good way.

1.bp.blogspot.comAn aerial view of Belle Isle

A view of Downtown Detroit from Belle Isle 2.bp.blogspot.com

Blogcdn.comThe Belle Isle Grand Prix

Emma Slonina/ MJFrickles with ranch
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Student (is this real) Life

Sexual Assault Prevention Workshop
6:30 p.m.-8:30 p.m. 

BY SARAH LEWIS
STUDENT LIFE EDITOR

Wolf Pack Pickup Soccer
12:00 p.m.-4:00 p.m.
Next to the UC

I Am Not A Thing Day
6:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m.
Borg Warner Auditorium IAVS

32nd Annual Student Leadership Awards
4:00 p.m.-6:30 p.m.
Kochoff Hall

Fairlane Music Guild Concert
7:30 a.m.-9:00 a.m. 
Pool Room Henry Ford Estate

Pre-Meditated
1:00 p.m.
1072 CASL 

PSA’s Team Trivia Tournament
4:00 p.m.
Kochoff B

7/The Michigan Journal

Saturday - April 14

UMD Choir Spring Concert
7:00 p.m.
Atrium CASL 

Phi Mu’s Mr. UMD
6:30 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
Quad E in FCN 

First Saturday at the Henry Ford Estate
9:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

Phi Sigma Phi - Pink Party 2012
8:00 p.m.-2:00 a.m.
Kicker All Start Grill 

SG makes history with approval of 37 orgs

During the 2011-2012
school year, UM-Dearborn’s
Student Government ap-
proved 37 new organizations,
the highest ever in campus
history.

President-elect senior
Dennis Lienhardt played a
large role in helping to bring
these new organizations to
campus. This year, Leinhardt
held the role of Director of
Clubs and Organizations.
When students looked to
starting a new organization
on campus, Leinhardt was
the person who helped them
with the process. He would
look over the constitutions to
ensure each group was fol-
lowing the UM-Dearborn
guidelines. Once approved,
the groups would be invited
to attend a Student Govern-
ment meeting. There they
would present their ideas, an-
swer any questions from sen-
ators, and if the votes went in
their favor, be approved as a

new student organization.
Lienhardt took pleasure in

the fact that he was able to
help bring so many groups to
UM-Dearborn.

“Being a part of Student
Government, especially in
my position, was a great op-
portunity for me to have an
impact on student life,” Lien-
hardt said. “To be able to
reach out and promote cam-
pus life is a great pleasure to
all of us in Student Govern-
ment.”

The new organizations
took no time in getting
started up and putting on
events for students. New or-
ganizations this year put on
events such as the visit of Dr.
Patch Adams (Phi Delta Ep-
silon), Poetry Picnics
(League of Extraordinary
Poets), and Tennis Tourna-
ments (Tennis Club) just to
name a few.

Lienhardt, and Student
Government as a whole, take
pride in the fact that they are
able to help increase student
involvement on campus.

“We enjoy being here to

help not only students, but
also organizations, through-
out campus. I think the addi-
tion of this many
organizations in one year
only shows that students are
becoming more active than
ever before,” Lienhardt said.

Closing in on 150 student
organizations on campus,
Student Government was in-
formed by University of
Michigan President Mary
Sue Coleman that the UM-
Dearborn campus now has a
larger student to organization

ratio than the UM-Ann Arbor
campus.

With that many organiza-
tions calling UM-Dearborn
home, it is hard for students
to find something they are
not interested in.

“The wide variety of or-
ganizations we have on cam-
pus offers a place for just
about every student to find
something they are interested
in and get involved. I look
forward to even more new
organizations starting up next
year,” Lienhardt said.

Texting has unfortunately
integrated itself into our gen-
eration. I say unfortunately
because I’d much rather
write letters or speak face to
face with a person. Yeah,
yeah. Call me maybe, or just
call me old fashioned. Obvi-
ously, I find texting to be an
annoying task. You’d think
that since most of us have
grown up with cell phones
glued to our hands that we
would all know how to com-
municate through texting, but
that’s exactly where you
would be thinking quite in-
correctly. 

Every time someone sends
me the letter  “K” as a re-
sponse to a long message, I
can’t help but think, “Is this
real life?” I have a list of
other pet peeves that gnaw at
me when I’m texting. Maybe
people don’t know the do’s
and don'ts, but I’ve narrowed
down my annoyances to a
short list of seven things that
have a way of crawling right
underneath the fingernails of
my quick texting thumbs. 

1. If you start a tex-
ting conversation with me, it
better have a point. 

Example... Person
texting me: Hey, what’s up?

Me: Just working on some
homework and hanging
around my humble abode.
What are you up to?

And then they don’t an-
swer. WHY DID YOU TEXT

ME THEN? You’re wasting
my time.

2. Don’t ignore text mes-
sages unless you really, re-
ally don’t want to talk to the
person, but then why do they
even have your number in
the first place? This is only
okay if the person texting
you is a complete weirdo, but
like I mentioned, you should-
n’t give your phone number
to loose cannons. Basically
what I’m getting at is that
you should always text your
friends back even if you re-
spond hours later. This is es-
pecially annoying if you see
the person who is ignoring
you update their Facebook or
Twitter via their cell phone. I
KNOW YOU SAW MY
MESSAGE, JERK. 

3. Don’t text things that
you wouldn’t say to a per-
son’s face. Let’s say you text
a guy more than you speak to
him face to face. You’re au-
tomatically setting that rela-
tionship up for a failure
where communication
doesn’t exist. You know
why? Because texting
doesn’t get deeper than
“Omg bby girl u r so hawt
&& i cant wait 2 kiss ur
face.” That’s gross, and you
wouldn’t ever say that to a
person in a normal conversa-
tion. 

4. Let’s say a person texts
you, and you decide to call
them instead of texting a re-
sponse because you’re driv-
ing. The person then doesn’t
answer the phone call, yet
they immediately send a text

saying, “Did you just call?
What’s up?” Answer your
freaking phone calls, that’s
what’s up. 

5. Don’t incessantly text
when you are hanging out
with your friends, on a date,
in a meeting, or any other so-
cial interaction. Why, you
ask. Because that is so in-
credibly rude. You should be
paying attention to the peo-
ple around you, not the beep-
ing box in your hand. I’m
sure your conversation isn’t
that important. You can tell
your boyfriend how much
you “wuv him so wery
much” some other time.
Thanks. 

6. Be smart. Don’t text
things that you wouldn’t
want other people to read.
This leads me to the advice

of texting in the right state of
mind. Otherwise, you’ll sim-
ply embarrass yourself. Need
I explain more? 

7. Don’t hold important
conversations about any type
of relationship problem or
fight through texting. This
isn’t AIM in middle school,
and you can’t throw up an
away message when you get
mad. I promise face to face
interactions aren’t that nerve
wracking. 

Follow these simple words
of advice, and you can’t help
further our generation into a
place where texting is actu-
ally a usual tool of conversa-
tion rather than sending,
“Sup broski letzzz hit da club
2nitteeeeee.” Shut up, and
just turn your phone off if
that’s how you plan to text. 

Wolf Pack hosts basketball charity event 

Tom Alexander/MJ

Last Friday, Wolf Pack
held its first annual charity
3v3 basketball tournament
in the Fieldhouse.

According to Ryan Ko-
scielny, the inaugural tour-
nament’s success will help

similar tournaments in the
future.

“We wished more teams
signed up,” Koscielny
said. “But, I feel it was a
good turnout considering it
was our first year. Feed-
back was positive and we
look forward to hosting
more tournaments.”

Over seven teams partic-
ipated in the afternoon
long tournament for a
chance to win Pistons or
Tigers tickets along with
Michigan basketball ap-
parel.

Games lasted 12 min-
utes with the winner ad-
vancing to the next round.

If the games ended in a tie,
both teams would shoot
three free throws with the
winner advancing.

Team Zwier took first,
Team Hamilton won sec-
ond and The Devils took
third.

All the teams helped
raise over $80 for charity.
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Ever need a number to an office and can’t find it
anywhere? Here’s a list of important 

numbers that will help you while attending UM-D!

Fieldhouse

313-593-5540

Nights/Weekends: 313-593-

5432

www.UM-D.umich.edu/athletics

Mardigian Library

313-593-5400

Mon. - Thurs.: 8 am - 11:45pm

Fri - 8am - 8pm

Sat - 10am - 6pm

Sun - 12pm - 11:45pm

Computer lab, Berkowitz Gallery, 

Club Cappuccino

Financial Aid

313-593--5300

Mon. & Thurs.: 8 am - 6 pm

Tues., Wed., Fri.: 8 am - 5 pm

1183 UC Walk-ins & Appts.

Cashier’s Office Student Accounts

313 - 593 - 5255

Inclement Weather & Emergency 

Closure Hotline

313 - 436 - 9157

Wellness Center

313 - 593 - 4599

Mon. - Thurs.: 6 am - 10 pm

Fri. - 6 am - 8 pm

Sat. - Sun.: Closed

Free entry and use of racquetball

courts with UM-D ID

Academic Support & Outreach

Services

313 - 593 - 5340

T, W, F: 8 am - 5 pm

M, TH: 8 am - 6 pm

Free tutoring (Meet with tutor

whenever)

University Center (UC)

313 - 583 - 6330

Mon. - Thurs.: 8 am - 11 pm

Fri.: 8 am - 10 pm

Sat.: 9 am- 6 pm

Sun.: 2 pm - 11 pm 

Campus Safety 24-hr Dispatch

313 - 593 - 5333

Bookstore

313 - 593 - 5551

Mon. - Thurs.: 8:00 am - 6:30 pm

Fri.: 8:00 am - 4:00 pm

Books, supplies, UM-D Gear

Student Activities Office (SAO)

313 - 593 - 5390

Enrollment Services/Registration&

Records

313-583-6500

Office Hours

Mon & Thurs: 8 am - 6 pm

Tues, Wed, Fri: 8 am - 5 pm

*Please note that hours are
scheduled to change

Ben Dixon/MJ

Tom Alexander/MJ

SAB hosts annual Spring Blowout

On April 3 and 4, The Stu-
dent Activities Board (SAB)
brought the beach to UM-
Dearborn during this year’s
Spring Blowout

SAB Vice President Bren-
dan Gallagher said the event is
the “last hurrah” before the
winter term is done.

“In a time where the school
year is ending, finals are upon
us, and everyone is ready to
just get outside, spring
blowout was the perfect es-
cape for everyone,” Gallagher
said. “It was nice to see the
students truly enjoying them-
selves and alleviating stress,
all while having a bit of fun.”

Tuesday’s weather forced
the event inside a Hawaiian
themed Kochoff Hall in the
University Center where, once
you entered, SAB Members
greeted you with leis and sun-
glasses.

Decked out in blown-up
palm trees, tropical flowers
and tiki torches, the hall was
filled with students playing air

hockey, ping pong, and play-
ing Dance Dance Revolution.

Many students said they
thoroughly enjoyed the event
including live music by the
Pass Alacgua.

"I always look forward to
the Student Activities Board
events,” said freshman
Christina Pedersen. “With all
the activities, it just makes my
school day much more enjoy-
able.”

“This was a pleasant sur-
prise,” said freshman Susie
Zhen. “It was a great way for
all of the students enjoy them-
selves between classes.”

The weather on Wednesday
allowed SAB to display the
event’s full potential, provid-
ing students with various ac-
tivities, including a mixture of
inflatable games, carnival
games, Segway rides, pie
throwing, and rock climbing
behind the UC.

“I think everyone in SAB
really worked hard to put on
this amazing event and it def-
initely showed in the quality
of the event itself,” Gallagher
said. “This was a good event
to end the year on as we work
towards bigger and better pro-
gramming next fall.”

Tau Kappa Epsilon and Phi Mu take Greek Week 
BY SAMANTHA ELLIOTT
EDITOR IN CHIEF

Last week students could
be found wandering campus,
decked in entire outfits of
pink, purple, green, and red,
just to name a few. Monday
through Saturday, the UM-
Dearborn Greek Week was in
full swing.

Greek Week is a time for
sororities and fraternities alike
to show their pride for their re-
spective groups. Held yearly
every Winter semester, the
week is dedicated to events
that  each group will compete
in, earning points that add up
to winning the Greek Week
Cup. The trophy is a long run-
ning tradition, in which the
winner’s get their organiza-
tion’s name engraved into the
metal plate, along with the
year they won. The win is also
a way for the group to pro-
mote their great teamwork to
incoming members.

Tau Kappa Epsilon chapter
president, Jesus Madrigal,
views Greek Week as a chance
for all fraternities and sorori-

ties to come together as a
community.

“Greek week gives the
Greek community of UM-
Dearborn a chance to come to-
gether both as individual orgs
in competition, and as a com-
munity on our campus,”
Madrigal said.

Each day held several
events for groups to partici-
pate in and earn points. The
week kicked off Monday,
April 2 at 11:00 a.m. with the
opening ceremony. Sororities
and fraternities were each
given a window in the cafete-
ria area of the University Cen-
ter to decorate, promoting
their organization.

Events throughout the
week included; pyramid races,
quiz bowl, dodgeball, hula
hoop contest, obstacle course,
volleyball, Texas hold ‘em
tournament, softball, a
Buffalo Wild Wings blazing
wing challenge, and a canned
food drive, just to name a few.

Mock Rock, held Friday
night, is considered to be the
biggest event of the week. The
event entails coordinated
dancing and lip syncing, and

is judged based on creativity
and skill. Delta Phi Epsilon
took first place in sororities
while Phi Sigma Phi took first
place for the first time ever in
UM-Dearborn history. 

At the end of each week
after points are totaled, one
fraternity and one sorority are
announced winners. All
groups involved worked
equally hard this year, putting
in great amounts of effort.
Breaking the Delta Sigma Phi
twelve year winning streak,
Tau Kappa Epsilon came in
first place for fraternities this

year with Phi Mu winning for
sororities, their third consecu-
tive title.

Phi Mu member, Katie
Macari expressed her excite-
ment at winning for the third
year in a row.

“You win some you lose
some but come down to it we
just like to win Greek Week
back to back,” Macari said.

Madrigal was equally ex-
cited about his fraternity win.

“We started Greek Week as
brothers on a mission and
ended the week as brothers
with a trophy,” Madrigal said.

BY BEN SZILAGY 
STAFF WRITER

BY ASHLEY SWORD 
GUEST WRITER
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Los Angeles
vs. Vancouver VVaannccoovveerr VVaannccoouuvveerr VVaannccoouuvveerr VVaannccoouuvveerr VVaannccoouuvveerr VVaannccoouuvveerr VVaannccoouuvveerr

San Jose
vs. St. Louis SStt.. LLoouuiiss SSaann JJoossee SStt.. LLoouuiiss SStt.. LLoouuiiss SSaann JJoossee SSaann JJoossee SStt.. LLoouuiiss

Chicago
vs. Phoenix CChhiiccaaggoo CChhiiccaaggoo PPhhooeenniixx CChhiiccaaggoo CChhiiccaaggoo PPhhooeenniixx PPhhooeenniixx

Detroit
vs. Nashville DDeettrrooiitt DDeettrrooiitt DDeettrrooiitt DDeettrrooiitt DDeettrrooiitt DDeettrrooiitt DDeettrrooiitt

Ottawa
vs. New York NNeeww YYoorrkk NNeeww YYoorrkk NNeeww YYoorrkk OOttttaawwaa NNeeww YYoorrkk OOttttaawwaa NNeeww YYoorrkk
Washington
vs. Boston WWaasshhiinnggttoonn BBoossttoonn BBoossttoonn WWaasshhiinnggttoonn BBoossttoonn WWaasshhiinnggttoonn BBoossttoonn
New Jersey
vs. Florida FFlloorriiddaa NNeeww JJeerrsseeyy FFlloorriiddaa FFlloorriiddaa FFlloorriiddaa NNeeww JJeerrsseeyy FFlloorriiddaa

philadelphia
vs. pittsburgh PPiittttssbbuurrgghh PPiittttssbbuurrgghh PPhhiillaaddeellpphhiiaaPPhhiillaaddeellpphhiiaa PPiittttssbbuurrgghh PPhhiillaaddeellpphhiiaa PPiittttssbbuurrgghh
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As the weather gets
warmer, and the winter se-
mester winds down, the
Michigan Wolverine football
team is gearing up for their
annual Spring Game.  This
coming Saturday, the
Wolverines will play them-
selves, giving both the of-
fense and defense and a good
look at each other.

Before we get to the
Spring Game, we will pre-
view the offense and the de-
fense.

Offense:  It’s pretty
obvious that Denard Robin-
son will be starting for the
Wolverines come September.
He has had stellar years in the
maize and blue and you
shouldn’t expect it to stop
anytime soon.  Although he
will be a senior this coming
year, he will definitely be a
Heisman candidate.  

Devin Gardner will back
him up as usual, as he will
become a junior.  Ideas have
been thrown around about
using him in a different way.

A slot receiver perhaps?  It
probably wouldn’t be the best
idea, although running the
wildcat with Robinson as a
wideout isn’t a bad idea.  In
fact, its been used before.  

As for the running game,
Fitzgerald Toussaint will
more than likely carry the
load of the running game,
with Stephen Hopkins as the
backup.  Toussaint had a
huge impact last year and
coming back as a redshirt
junior won’t stop him.  Vin-
cent Smith will also be a part
of the three man backfield,
which has some great depth.
Smith also contributed last
year with some great runs.  

The tight ends weren’t
much of a factor last year at
all, considering Robinson
was usually running half of
the time.  It’s not expected to
have much of a factor this
year either although the posi-
tion has some great depth
too.  Redshirt seniors Mike
Kwiatkowski and Brandon
Moore could have the edge,
considering they are seniors.  

On the wide receiving side
of things, well it seems the
Wolverines have depth in that
department too.  Roy
Roundtree is a redshirt sen-

ior, allowing him one more
year of eligibility.  The
Wolverines also have junior
Drew Dileo, who is impor-
tant on special teams, and
redshirt junior Jeremy Gal-
lon.  Expect all to start at
some point this coming sea-
son.  Michigan also has five
other wide receivers ready to
play.  

Taylor Lewan returns for
his junior year as an offen-
sive lineman, and will lead
the team as one of the cap-
tains.  Elliott Mealer, a red-
shirt senior will get a chance
to start this year replacing
some seniors lost to gradua-
tion.  Also returning for his
senior season is Patrick
Omameh.  He will be key in
helping to keep the offensive
line sturdy throughout the
season.

The offense will look to
improve on its second year
under Al Borges, offensive
coordinator/quarterbacks
coach, Darrell Fulk, offen-
sive line coach, Jeff Hecklin-
ski, wide receivers coach,
Fred Jackson, running backs
coach, and Dan Ferrigno,
special teams
coordinator/tight ends coach.  

Defense:

Last season the Wolver-
ines resurgence on defense
was a pleasant surprise under
first year head coach Brady
Hoke. The numbers don’t lie:
No. 108 in the nation in scor-
ing defense in 2010 (35.23)
to No. 6 in 2011 (17.38). No.
110 in total defense (450.77)
to No. 17 (322.15), No. 95 in
rushing defense (188.92) to
No. 39 (161.59), No. 112 in
pass defense (261.85) to No.
16 (190.46), No. 103 in pass
efficiency defense (144.79)
to No. 36 (120.49).

So, what will Team 133’s
defense look like? Here’s a
preview for Saturday’s spring
game.

Defensive Line:
Michigan looks to replace

seniors Mike Martin and Will
Heininger who anchored the
defensive line last year with
seniors Craig Roh and Will
Campbell. Roh is experienc-
ing his third position change
in as many seasons to SDE
where his hand will be in the
dirt and his responsibilities
will be less about chasing and
more containing ball carriers.
Campbell will finally get his
moment to shine as the cen-
terpiece of the d-line along
with Jibreel Black, who has

AND

BY CHRIS ZADOROZNY
STAFF REPORTER

BY BEN SZILAGY
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BY BEN SZILAGY
STAFF REPORTER

added weight to play DT.
Sophomores Frank Clark and
Brennan Beyer are compet-
ing hard at the rush end spot,
a completion that will go into
fall camp.

Linebackers:
Senior Kenny Demens, the

team’s leading tackler from a
year ago, leads this group and
is holding his starting spot a
middle linebacker. However,
according to reports he’s get-
ting a strong push from early
enrollee, Joe Bolden who
will serve as his backup for
now. SAM linebacker will be
anchored by Redshirt Sopho-
more Jake Ryan who leads
journeyman Cam Gordon and
Desmond Morgan will return
to the weak side where he
started most of last season.
Another player to look out
for is early enrollee Kaleb
Ringer, who according to re-
ports is adapting well to the
college game.

Cornerback:
It’s hard to think of a time

when the Wolverines had
solid depth at cornerback.
But, in Hoke’s second year,
the depth looks pretty good.
So good, in fact Defensive
Coordinator Greg Mattison is
challenging senior J.T. Floyd

Michigan football gears up for season
by having Terrence Talbot, a
player who has impressed
coaches when before he was
considered an afterthought.
Sophomore Blake Countess
has been focusing on build-
ing off an impressive fresh-
man debut concentrating on
the nuances of the position
like footwork and breaking to
the football. Junior Courtney
Avery is getting work in
nickel situations as well
being a solid option for the
Wolverines.

Safety:
Senior Jordan Kovacs has

been a staple in Michigan’s
secondary and this year will
be no different. Kovacs along
with Thomas Gordon both
have had solid springs main-
taining their roles, keeping
backups Jerrod Wilson and
Marvin Robinson at bay. Wil-
son, Michigan’s third early
enrollee, has also caught
Mattison’s eye picking up the
defense exceptionally well.

While we don’t know if
Team 133 will make leaps
and bounds like their prede-
cessors, we’ll get to see what
this defense can really be-
come since this is its second
year in Mattison’s system. It
should be exciting.

A litt le over a year
ago, Trey Burke had a big
decision to make: Stay
committed to Penn State,
or play ball at Michigan.
But, after his freshman
season, Trey has been
mulling over a new
choice: stay at Michigan,
or enter the NBA Draft.

Luckily for Michigan
fans, Burke has once
again chosen Michigan.

"I have so much more
to develop as both a stu-
dent and athlete, and
there is no better place to
do that than here at

Trey Burke chooses Michigan 
Michigan.” Burke said in
a statement. “I love my
Michigan family and am
really excited about play-
ing with my teammates
and our incoming fresh-
men.”

According to NCAA
rules, a player must de-
cide if he will  enter his
name into the NBA draft
by April 10, which meant
Burke had to be very dili-
gent with his thought
process. As the deadline
approached, reports sur-
faced that Burke was
leaning towards the NBA,
even though he never had
“both feet out the door.”

“We laid out the pros

and cons for me to leave
and laid out the pros and
cons for me to come
back," Burke said. “At
the end of the decision I
felt like it was in my best
interest and the team's
best interest for me to
come back for my sopho-
more year and compete
for a national champi-
onship."

Burke also reached out
to various outlets for
guidance, including his
high school coach Satch
and childhood friend
Jared Sullinger, who an-
nounced he would go to
the draft last Tuesday.

“Both of them pretty

much said the same thing:
they were going to sup-
port me either way I
went," Burke said.
“Coach Sullinger was
honest with me and he
told me that he thinks I
should stay another year
because I can develop
more."

Most NBA draft ex-
perts projected Burke to
go in the second round,
even though, according to
Trey’s father Benji, other
reports put him as high as
18 in the first round.

Burke said returning to
Michigan will  help the
Wolverines have a chance
to play for champi-

onships, something Burke
considered "unfinished
business."

"I saw how bright the
future was for this team
if I were to come back,"
Burke said. "[I saw] how
close we were this year to
conquering our goals, but
with the three freshmen
coming in, I  see the fu-
ture for us is that much
brighter."

Michigan coach John
Beilein has no idea if this
was the best decision for
Trey, but said “it  was a
great decision for Michi-
gan.”

"We loved coaching
Trey this season,” said

Beilein. “It  is very un-
usual to have a freshman
point guard play with
such poise and confi-
dence all year long. He is
a clutch performer with a
great work ethic and a
brilliant future in front of
him..As our team leader-
ship changes hands, I
know Trey will  join the
other returning players as
we strive to be the lead-
ers and best in all we do."

With the drama aside,
the Wolverines can now
refocus on next season
and on defending their
regular season Big Ten
Championship, and possi-
bly even a Final Four run.
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AUGUSTA, Ga. –
American Gerry “Bubba”
Watson could barely hold
back his emotion when he
sank the final putt at Au-
gusta to win the 2012
Masters.

He reached down to
grab his ball out of the
cup when his tears and
happiness started to
emerge. Watson immedi-
ately started to cry when
he hugged his caddy after
winning his first PGA
major of his career.

He defeated South
African Louis Oosthuizen
on the second playoff
hole to clinch the victory.
Watson battled back to
force a playoff by birding
four consecutive holes,
13-16.

For a player who has

Bubba Watson waves after putting on the green jacket following his win
Sunday at the Masters golf tournament. At right is 2011 Masters cham-
pion Charl Schwartzel.

David J. Phillip / AP)

Brandon Inge. It’s a
name that sends a good
majority of Detroit sports
fans into instant aggrava-
tion. It’s definitely a
love-hate relationship
both inside and outside
the city limits.

I’m sure, since I’m
writing this, everyone’s
asking one question.
What are my feelings on
Brandon Inge. Whatever
flack it causes, I’ll go
ahead and say it.  I’m a
fan of Inge.

Do I think that he’s the
absolute greatest player
to ever swing a bat wear-
ing the old English D?
Absolutely not. Do I
think that he’s helped the
team over the past few
years? Yes, I do.

I’m sure this will be
met with anger from those
of you who would have

It’s that time of the year
again!  April is upon us
and that means the start of
Red Wings playoff hockey
and Tigers baseball.  Un-
fortunately, for the past
few years it has meant the
end of the Pistons season,
and not the playoffs, but
there’s always a hopeful
offseason ahead.  

Detroit Tigers:
The Tigers just keep hit-
ting.  In the opening series
against the Boston Red
Sox, they swept them out
of town, scoring a total of
26 runs in just three
games.  That is the most
runs they have scored in
an opening series in fran-
chise history.  Opening
Day went off with a bang,
and Verlander was the
MVP and Cy Young win-
ner he normally has been
throughout the past year.
Although he didn’t get the
win, he did throw eight in-
nings, only allowing two
hits, one walk, all the
while striking out seven
batters.  

Closer Jose
Valverde blew his first
save since 2010, but he
did get the win with a
walkoff single from Austin
Jackson in the bottom of
the ninth inning.  Fans
erupted with joy after the
Opening Day win.  Final
score: Tigers 3, Red Sox 2.

Two days later, they
faced the same team with
a different pitcher.  This
time, Doug Fister started,
but unfortunately, left in

the fourth inning with a
pulled muscle in his ribs.
He was immediately
placed on the 15-day DL
(disabled list) after the
game.  The Tigers didn’t
need Fister, though, as
their bullpen held the Red
Sox scoreless for all nine
innings.

Michigan native
and reliever Duane Below
earned the win in the sec-
ond game, throwing two
and a third innings, allow-
ing only one hit and strik-
ing out two.  Miguel
Cabrera and Prince Fielder
each hit a pair of home
runs, while Alex Avila hit
his first of the year.  It was
Tigers offense from the
start to the end, and it did-
n’t stop in the third game.
Final score: Tigers 10.
Red Sox 0.

Max Scherzer
started game three, but he
didn’t have the “stuff” that
made him the second
starter last year.  On Sun-
day, Scherzer only lasted
two and two-thirds in-
nings, allowing seven runs
on eight hits, walking two
and striking out three.  His
ERA (earned run average)
jumped all the way to a
whopping 23.63 after that
outing and will hopefully
recover before his next
start.  It was a back and
forth game between the
Red Sox and Tigers, but in
the end, some more late
game heroics from Cabr-
era and Avila captured a
sweep in the opening se-
ries.  

The Tigers took an

early lead, but soon gave
it up, and were trailing
from the third inning on
before tying it the follow-
ing inning.  Then it
seemed to go downhill.
The pitching wasn’t on par
and the offense seemed to
stall.  That all changed
when Cabrera smoked a
ball to deep left field with
two men on, to tie the
game in the bottom of the
ninth inning at 10-10.  Un-
fortunately, the Tigers
couldn’t hold it after
going into extras, when
Joaquin Benoit allowed
two runs in the top of the
11th inning.  

The Tigers found a
way to win, though.  After
getting an out, the Tigers
got a few baserunners, and
Cabrera scored on a sacri-
fice fly.  Catcher Alex
Avila came up to bat, and
hit a bomb to right field,
allowing the Tigers to
have their second walk-off
win in three games.  The
crowd erupted with joy,
sending the Red Sox fans
home with nothing but the
experience of Opening
Day and the opening series
in The D. Final score:
Tigers 13, Red Sox 12.

Detroit Pistons:
The Pistons have a handful
of games left in their sea-
son, out of the running for
making the playoffs.
Looking to the offseason,
they have dropped two of
their past three games.
They won a close game,
99-94 against the Wash-
ington Wizards this past
Thursday.  Then, they did-

n’t seem to have enough
gas left in the tank playing
a back-to-back, as they
lost to the Atlanta Hawks,
101-96.  They had the lead
for most of the game, but
couldn’t hold it until the
end.  Finally, the Pistons
played the Miami Heat,
who (without Dwayne
Wade) destroyed the Pis-
tons, 98-75.

It wasn’t a good
showing at all for the Pis-
tons, who are just playing
for pride right now, some
for their jobs for next
year.  As the Pistons look
to next year, (coming
sooner than you think),
they have nine games re-
maining, six of which are
at home.  Their next game
is against the Milwaukee
Bucks at 8:00 p.m. on Fri-
day, April 13.

Detroit Red Wings:
The NHL Playoffs are

upon us, and the Red
Wings have finished as the
fifth seed in the Western
Conference.  That sets
them up with a date with
the Nashville Predators,
the fourth seed.  They split

preferred the Tigers not
re-sign him. The group
who hates him seems to
always be growing and
I’m finding it hard to find
fans to bond with. Maybe
I’m crazy or maybe I just
have a soft spot for those
players that are generally
hated by fans.

But isn’t there a reason
that he’s still around? If
he was truly that bad and
the organization, who al-
ways seems so close to
their salary cap, didn’t
actually want him, would-
n’t he be gone? Doesn’t
he, more often than not,
come around in a cinch?
When it’s really needed,
such as in 2010, doesn’t
he always find a way to
shock everyone with a
homerun? Doesn’t he al-
ways find a way to fly al-
most horizontal through
the air and make an out-
standing, diving catch?

I’m sure for every good
thing he’s done for the
team, Inge haters will
find something bad that
he did, and that’s fine.
The fact of the matter is,
he’s still  with the team
and we should all be fo-
cusing on one thing and
one thing only; the one
thing that we all have in

common. The love of the
Tigers and the want for
the team to have a long
season this year.

Although we’re just
three games into the sea-
son, it’s looking to be a
great one. The team went
3-0 against the Boston
Red Sox this past week,
scoring more runs in three
games than any season
since 1985.

For any worriers that
Inge could cause prob-
lems in his new position,
you don’t have to worry
too much. He’s currently
on the 15-day DL and not
expected back until next
weekend. Leyland has
also claimed that Inge
won’t be playing every
game against left-handed
batters. In that case, the
position will be given to
Ramon Santiago.

Inge, however, seems
to be confident of him-
self.

"There's not a spot on
the field you can't put
me," Inge said. "I can
play short, I can play sec-
ond, I can play third.
Anywhere you want to
put me, I can play."

Love him or hate him,
there’s one saying we can
all agree upon. Go Tigers!

never taken a single golf
lesson in his life, it  is
quite an accomplishment.
He hit an incredible snap-
hook wedge around the
trees on the last playoff
hole to set himself up for
the win.

Watson finished the
tournament at 10 under
par and joins two other
left-handed champions at
Augusta, Mike Weir and
Phil Mickelson. Fellow
players Rickie Fowler,
Ben Crane, and Aaron
Badds greeted Watson
with hugs at the final
green.

Watson earned the first
spot in PGA Grand Slam
field and is currently sec-
ond in the FedExCup
standings.

The next PGA major
event will take place at
the U.S. Open on June 14.

the season series 3-3, and
it should set up as a very
long, eventful first round.

The first game is
tomorrow, Wednesday,
April 11 at 8:00 p.m. in
Nashville.  Game 2 is also
at Nashville, on Friday,
April 13 at 7:30 p.m.  Both
games will be on CNBC.
Game 3 is at the Joe, on
Sunday, April 15 at 12:00
p.m. on NBC, and Game 4
will also be at Joe Louis
Arena, on Tuesday, April
17 at 7:30 p.m. on the
NBC Sports Network.
Game 5 will be at
Nashville on Friday, April
20 at 8:00 p.m. on CNBC,
Game 6 back in Detroit on
Sunday, April 22 and
Game 7 back in Nashville
on Tuesday, April 24.  The
final two games have TBD
start times and channels.
Games 5-7 are also if nec-
essary.

The Red Wings
have gotten to the second
round the past two sea-
sons, so lets hope they can
make it farther than that
this year.  As always, Go
Wings!

Brandon Inge:
Love him or hate him

Bubba Watson
becomes a 

Master
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The low down on D-Town
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