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"Change will not come if we wait for some other person or some
other time. We are the ones we've been waiting for. We are the

change that we seek." -President Barack Obama
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Let us tell you a story
about a student organization
that began in September
1963.  Their publication was
called the Dearborn Wolver-
ine, which highlighted the
stories of the University of
Michigan-Dearborn campus
and within the Dearborn
community.

Move forward a year to

1964, when the newspaper
was rebranded as Ad Hoc.
The paper was notorious for
attacking controversial issues
at that time, featured a per-
sonals page and  advertising
that featured women, alco-
hol, and contraceptions.  A
letter to the editor stated the
paper wasn't controversial
enough.

We found some interesting
stories in the archives.  The
campus has a record 700 per-
son enrollment (31,000 for
Ann Arbor) for the 1965
school year.  The campus
provided flu shots to students
and faculty for less than

Professor Georgina Hickey
and Sister Mary Ellen Howard
were both honored at last
Thursday’s 34th Annual Susan
B. Anthony Awards, held in
Fairlane Center South. The
awards recognize people from
the campus and the Metro De-
troit community that exude
dedication, service, political
agitation, and community in-

volvement much like Susan
B. Anthony’s on behalf of
women.

The awards featured
Omani Ambassador Hunaina
Sultan Al-Mughairy, the first
Arab woman ambassador to
serve in the United States.

Georgina Hickey received
the Susan B. Anthony

The 2012 Student Leader-
ship Awards were held last
Wednesday to honor student
leaders on campus and all
their hard work.

This year was the 32nd in-
carnation of the annual event
to honor those students, or-
ganizations, and events that
have impacted student life on
campus over the past school
year.

Vice Chancellor Stanley
Henderson opened the cere-
mony with a convocation
speech, praising the soon-to-
be award recipients, and re-
capping the successful year
in campus life.  The year’s
highlights included the new

rock for painting, the
changeover from blue books
to more environmentally
friendly “green books,” and
the various big name speak-

ers that visited campus,
among other successes.

Amy Karaban, the event
organizer, then took the stage
and handed out several dozen

leadership certificates for
Emerging Leaders, Leader-
ship Synergy, Leadership
Legacy, and Civic Engage-
ment.

Next came the 2012 class
of Difference Makers.  As
had been the tradition, 50
winners were chosen from
100 nominees, and the win-
ners can now be seen on the
front page of the University
of Michigan-Dearborn web-
site.  And not surprisingly,
many of the students won
some major awards later on
in the evening.

The “Difference Makers”
program started in 2010, to
honor the 50th anniversary of
the school, and, since then,
150 Difference Makers have
been named out of more than

300 nominees.
It finally got down to the

major awards.  For his work
with Amnesty International,
Latif Hamzah won the indi-
vidual award for Outstanding
Service to Community.

Meanwhile, Golden Key
won the group award for
Outstanding Service to Com-
munity.  Golden Key had all
but disappeared from campus
for the past two school years,
but they were back and con-
tributed a lot to the commu-
nity through their various
charitable acts.  It was a real
comeback story.

Outstanding Organization
Advisor was given to a

Imagine being able to
travel to Chicago in less than
four hours from campus, with
the other options of quickly
going to Detroit, Ypsilanti,
Ann Arbor, and Kalamazoo.
In just over a year, this idea
will be a reality.

On April 10, 2012, ground
was broken at 20201 Michi-
gan Avenue (just west of
Evergreen) for the new Dear-
born Intermodal Passenger
Rail Station, a segment of the
federally funded Midwest
high speed rail corridor span-
ning between Detroit and

Chicago, with planned stops
in all of the previously men-
tioned cities. Dearborn Mayor
John B. O’Reilly, Jr., Senator
Carl Levin, and Representa-
tive John Dingell were among
the 80+ key transportation and

industry leaders in attendance
on Tuesday.

The Henry Ford hosted the

Jessica Reed, Jon Larson, Amanda Lewandowski, Emma Slonina

Student Government
President Dennis Lienhardt
is looking forward to ex-
tending efforts made by One
Michigan Coalition (OMC)
during the past year to the
2012 - 2013 school year.

At the top of OMC’s list
are working with the univer-
sity administration to im-
prove wireless internet
coverage, implementing re-
alistic parking reforms, lob-
bying the U of M Board of
Regents for a Fall Break,
improving UC services such
as food hours and room
reservation accessibility,
and increasing student or-
ganization funding.
“I would have to say that I

am most excited to continue
our work on the wireless in-
ternet,” says Lienhardt.
“Wireless internet has al-
ways been a serious concern
for so many students, and
we are on the path to mak-
ing positive improvements.”

Student Government has
sent out a survey to students
to ask for input regarding

Facebook.comProfessor Georgina Hickey
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Looking back 
continued from page 1
$1.50.  The library we have
today, infamous for not hav-
ing a front door, cost
$9,670,000 (Oct, 25, 1978
issue).

435 students answered a
campus survey on their
views of the Vietnam War.
72.9 percent believed the
United States did the right
thing in going into war into
Vietnam.  39.8 percent of the
students believed it was to
contain communism.

The survey, however, in-
cluded the opportunity for
students to voice their opin-
ions on how the campus was
doing so far.  Both papers,
along with the renaming to
the Michigan Journal, high-
lighted similar issues we face
on our campus today.

There were numerous
campus issues with limited
parking, hikes in student tu-
ition, a crowded library (in
that survey above, only
31.5% were satisfied with
their library), student-facility
relations and humorously
enough, campus cafeteria

food.  In fact, did you know a
student claimed he found
maggots in his can of chili
once from a vending machine
on campus?

Now that we have your at-
tention, flash-forward to
today.

By looking back to the
history of our university and
campus newspaper as a
whole, we better understand
ourselves, but also what sets
our campus apart from the
other universities that are just
institutions of higher educa-
tion.

As Vice Chancellor Stan-
ley E. Henderson said in our
February 7 issue this year,
we are "a community that
values, learns from, and
works to support all of its
members."  In other words, a
community of inclusion.

We encourage all students,
faculty and organizations to
take some time as the semes-
ter wraps up to truly reflect at
how much progress has been
made to our campus this
year.  A lot has been accom-
plished and there is still
much to be done.

We also must act today

and not wait for tomorrow or
in the fall.  An anthropology
teacher of our campus had
educated students this year
about the diffusion of respon-
sibility.  We cannot assume
others will solve our campus
goals if do not enact our-
selves.  When you see some-
one who needs helps, step in.

When you witness some-
body had forgotten to turn off
the lights to save electricity,
turn them off.  When you no-
tice an issue in your commu-
nity, make phone calls.

As a campus publication,
it is our responsibility and
privilege to educate, ac-
knowledge and spread
awareness to the students of
the University of Michigan-
Dearborn.  But most impor-
tantly, it is our humble duty,
as gifted to us by our first
amendment, to provide the
opportunity for student
voice, opinion, and feedback
to allow other students to
chime in on what's not work-
ing on campus and what is.

Our job is to address and
seek possible solutions to
provide a successful and
prosperous higher education

to all students of our campus.
Our job is to let your voice

be heard.
It's been a quite a year at

the Michigan Journal.  We
have made much progress to
both our newspaper and web-
site, as well as redefining our
overall mission and design as
well.  Our website has gone
mobile, has reached a mile-
stone of 10,000 visitors since
we relaunched in October
2011, and has provided new
opportunities for student
voice.

The Michigan Journal is
currently in the works of
being more than just a stu-
dent publication.  We will be
more active and welcoming
to all students, faculty and
visitors to our campus.  We
want to highlight all of the
great things about our univer-
sity.  Most importantly, we
want to work with all of you
to promote your organization
and student life on our cam-
pus.

We thank you, our dear
reader, for your loyal sup-
port.  Whether you are a stu-
dent, part of the faculty, a
professor, staff member,

SAO, or simply Maura
Broadus: This is YOUR
paper.

We also much thank our
dear writers.  Without you,
there would be no newspa-
per.  We thank you for the
countless amount of hours
spent researching, interview-
ing and learning to share
what you have discovered for
our campus.

To the alumni and those
who have worked for our
campus newspaper before,
we thank you for the time
you spent writing, your ef-
forts and contributions for
our paper.

To the editors, who have
come in on production day as
early as 8:00 a.m. and stayed
as late as 2:00 a.m.  Without
you, there would be nothing
to read.  A controversial self-
nomination, piece of card-
stock, plaque, or
unadvertised campus event
doesn't matter: The real
award is when you see others
reading your articles and hit-
ting major milestones on the
website.  You are the Michi-
gan Difference Makers on
this campus.

To Vice Chancellor Hen-
derson, who gives student or-
ganizations motivation,
direction, a sense of inclu-
sion, and most importantly,
supports what we and all
campus organizations do.

To our advisor, Professor
Tim Kiska, who gives us the
ability to dream and succeed
as writers, scholars, and be-
lievers.  The one who allows
us to shape, transform, and
be who we want to be.  We
value and admire your ex-
pertise, trust and companion-
ship within our business.

And finally, to our editor-
in-chief, Samantha Elliott,
who we must thank im-
mensely for the amount of
dedication, and time spent to
listen to us.  Thank you for
fueling us with the energy
and determination to provide
a paper each week and a
website filled with content
throughout the week to pro-
vide for our readers and com-
munity.

Sam, you didn't just move
us: You changed the world.

Sincerely yours forever,
The Michigan Journal Ed-

itorial Team

S.B.A. Awards 
continued from page 1
Campus Award for her
decades of social activism, re-
search, and teaching. Profes-
sor Hickey is an Associate
Professor of History and the
current Chair of the Depart-
ment of Social Sciences. She
has been with UM-Dearborn
for the past 11 years.

Professor Hickey recounted
her participation in a Martin
Luther King Jr. memorial
march in Georgia in 1987,
during which her desire to cre-
ate social change was stirred
when a young white child spit
at the procession out of hatred.

"History seemed much
more alive and real and mean-
ingful and urgent than it ever

had before,” she recalled.
“And moments such as mine
where one starts to understand
that inequity abounds, that
people are often not treated
fairly, and that the ugly parts
of our history are not neces-
sarily past, are important
sparks for individuals to start
questioning the world around
them.”

Professor Hickey spoke of
leadership as a “team sport.”
Among tens of thousands of
other people standing up for
social justice that day, she re-
called, “I was nervous, but
never afraid. I felt empow-
ered, rather than helpless in
my own anger because I knew
I was not alone.”

Sister Mary Ellen Howard
received the Susan B. An- thony Community Award for

her fight to bring health care
to the uninsured and to change
health care policy. Sister Mary
Ellen runs the Cabrini Clinic
in Southwest Detroit, the old-
est free health care clinic in
the country. Over 100 health
care volunteers serve between
100 and 150 uninsured Detroi-
ters each week.

“Their numbers are grow-
ing, and their options are lim-
ited,” she said of the people
they treat. “Many of them tell
us they would be dead if it
were not for the clinic.”

Sister Mary Ellen recog-
nizes the importance of pro-

viding such services, but like
Susan B. Anthony, she feels
that structural change must
happen in order to solve the
problem. 

“Susan understood the im-
portance of systemic change.
Charity is important, but it
will never be enough,” she
told the crowd. “We need to
change unjust systems. It did-
n’t take me long after coming
to Cabrini Clinic to figure out
that free clinics were not the
answer. The more I expanded
the services at Cabrini Clinic,
the longer our line got outside
the door. Clearly, the answer
is fixing our broken health

care system.”
She urged those in atten-

dance to follow their passions
for social justice while ac-
knowledging the sometimes
harsh reality of this kind of
work. “Whether your passion
is women’s rights, immigra-
tion reform, world peace, lit-
eracy, housing, hunger, the
environment… whatever it is,
follow it. Give your life to that
passion... Working for social
justice is not a popularity con-
test. We are called to speak the
truth, even though no one
wants to hear it. We must be
ready to risk, even though
there is a price to be paid.”

Chancellor Daniel Little
spoke at the beginning of the
evening as well to highlight
UM-Dearborn’s impact on the
surrounding Metro Detroit
community, its fight for social
justice, and its efforts of inclu-
sion. He attributed such gains
to the strong individual staff,
faculty, students, and commu-
nity members involved with
the University.

“UM-D has a very long his-
tory of moving forward, of
progress, of caring about so-
cial justice, of caring about
equality, of caring about gen-
der equality, racial equality,
[and] religious acceptance.
The phrase inclusion is so
right for our campus,” said
Little.

Rail Station
continued from page 1
event, as the station will fea-
ture a pedestrian bridge over
Greenfield Village’s train
tracks so that riders can easily
enter the historical complex
directly. Proximity to the
Rouge River Gateway Trail as
well as new traffic lights
across Michigan Avenue will
offer access to pedestrians and
bicyclists, as well as a quick
path to the University of
Michigan-Dearborn and
Henry Ford Community Col-
lege.

Other features of the station
include bike racks, connec-
tions to Amtrak’s Wolverine
line traveling from Pontiac to
Detroit, a bus depot for
SMART, DDOT, charter, and
Greyhound buses, and access
to taxis and other personal ve-
hicles. In addition, the entire
complex will be U.S. Green
Council L.E.E.D. (Leadership
in Environment and Energy
Design) certified.

The new station is said to
be a new gateway to South-
eastern Michigan, one that
will hopefully bring more
tourists and travelers into the
region and provide the local
economy with a much-needed
boost.

Completion of the station’s
construction is expected by
Fall 2013.
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Student teach-in mulls over 
controversial Arizona bill

Vice Chancellor Henderson and Anwar Beydoun

Faysal Houtait and Sean Murphy

BY GABBY BOYER
STAFF WRITER

Last Thursday, members
of Alliance for Immigrants’
Rights and Reform hosted a
student teach-in to discuss
Arizona Senate Bill 1070.

Almost two dozen stu-
dents arrived at 1071 CASL
to discuss the controversial
bill, passed April 23. Called
the Support Our Law En-
forcement and Safe Neigh-
borhoods Act, (abbreviated
SB 1070), it is has been
viewed as the strongest anti-
immigration law in recent
history and has gained na-
tional and international at-
tention for its stringency.

The bill requires that all
immigrants over the age of
14 who remain in the United

States for 30 days register
with the government and
carry identification with
them at all times. It also
makes failure to carry iden-
tification a misdemeanor
crime in Arizona and  re-
quires that state law enforce-
ment officers attempt to
determine an individual's
immigration status during a
"lawful stop, detention or ar-
rest" when there is reason-
able suspicion that the
individual is an illegal im-
migrant.

During the Teach-In,
Nathan Meyers presented
more in depth information
about SB 1070, including its
roots and ties to other organ-
izations. The presentation
began with an explanation of
the American Legislative

Exchange Council or ALEC,
a lobbying group which em-
phasizes business interest
and conservative legislators.

Meyers relayed an image
of the Trayvon Martin case
and its relation to ALEC to
illustrate his point. It read
“KILLED BY LEGISLA-
TION: ALEC wrote it, the
National Rifle Association
lobbied for it, GOP (by sym-
bol of the elephant) passed it
and Wall Street paid for it.”

The reaction from the
crowd varied from uncom-
fortable silence to verbal
outrage at the explanation.
Meyers took questions and
comments from the crowd,
and then continued onward.
He began to show clips from
FAIR or the Federation for
American Immigration Re-

form’s website.
FAIR, which advocates a

reduction in illegal and legal
immigration, was another
subject of controversy at the
event. According to their
mission statement, FAIR’s
solution for immigration is
“a temporary moratorium on
all immigration except
spouses and minor children
of U.S. citizens and a lim-
ited number of refugees. A
moratorium would allow us
to hold a national debate and
devise a comprehensive im-
migration reform strategy. A
workable immigration pol-
icy is one that would allow
us time to regain control of
our borders and reduce over-
all levels of immigration to
more traditional levels of
about 300,000 a year.” 

FAIR also drew negative
feedback from the students,
who stated that their policies
seemed racist. College De-
mocrats president Mike
Malane stated, “They high-
lighted Mexico when they
stated that they wanted to
limit unwanted immigrants.”
Other students seemed to
share the same sentiments.

Meyers then stated that
this was the purpose for the
Alliance for Immigrants’
Rights and Reform. “We are
for human rights. ALEC and
FAIR, this is what the Oc-
cupy Movement is against.”

The student teach-in con-
cluded with more discussion
on the implications of the
SB 1070 bill and how to
fight and repeal it.

Student awards
continued from page 1

unique candidate.  Not only
did winner, Jason Davis, ad-
vise two organizations, both
the Association for Diversity
and Unity and the Student
Philanthropy Council nomi-
nated him.  “It was a great
honor to receive this award,”
said Davis, adding, “I have a
great appreciation for the
phenomenal student leaders
on our campus.”  Attributing
to his win was his “open door
policy.”

Iffa Kazi and Anthony
Wagner won the individual
award for Commitment to In-
clusion for their work with
Kazi’s organization, Associ-
ation for Diversity and Unity,
and Mr. Wagner’s organiza-
tion of “The Hijabi Mono-
logues.”

“[This] was probably the
best gift I have received as a
student,” said Kazi, whose
organization also won the
group award for Commit-
ment to Inclusion.  She went
on to say, “I can surely say
that being involved in stu-
dent life has changed me and
inspired me, and given me
the skills and resources to
succeed.”

For the first time in a long
time, Student Government

won the award for Outstand-
ing University Organization,
while the Political Science
Association won Outstanding
Student Organization.  A big
part of the winning résumé
was the Destination Detroit
speaker series, held in Febru-
ary that brought State Repre-
sentatives Harvey Santana
and Shanelle Jackson, as well
as two others from the Metro
Detroit area to campus to
speak with students.

PSA president Jessica
Reed, put a lot into the event,
as well as the organization.
She was also the president of
Golden Key and a senator in
Student Government.  That is
why she was named one of
four Distinguished Student
Leaders.  “My work with

these organizations is a small
part of our greater campus
life but every organization
contributes to make this cam-
pus what it is,” said Reed.

Benjamin Jenkins, the co-
president of the Gender &
Sexuality Alliance (GSA),
also won the award for his
work on the cause of inclu-
sion and diversity through
his organization, and helped
to put together LGBT His-
tory Month on campus.  “It
was countless hours of
work,” said Professor Pamela
Pennock, the professor who
nominated Jenkins for the
award.

Kristoffer Bjornbak and
David Knezek rounded out
the award’s winners.  Sgt.
Knezek served two tours of
duty in the Iraq War as a
member of a Scout Sniper
Platoon, came back to Michi-
gan-Dearborn, helped found
the PSA, was elected Student
Government president, and is
running for state representa-
tive.  He could not be
reached for comment, but
clearly deserves this award.

Reflecting on the event,
Karaban said, “This is a great
opportunity to celebrate at
the end of the year,” she said,
adding, “Hopefully students
see someone next year they
would like to nominate.”
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OMC
continued from page 1
wireless coverage. Survey
results will be used to add
wireless access points to the
areas of campus that need
them the most.

Lienhardt’s administra-
tion also plans to create per-
manent Student
Government positions of
Directors of Inclusion,
Greek Affairs, and Internal
Relations and implement a
student judiciary board, and
work with Mardigian Li-
brary Director Elaine Logan
on improvements such as
limited hours for high
school students.

Smaller goals include
adding outlets to the Student
Organization Center, pur-
chasing new tables for the
CASL Atrium, and continu-
ing work with the Univer-
sity Recycling Committee.

Lienhardt, a senior ma-
joring in political science
and criminal justice, has
been a member of Student
Government since January
2011. This past year, he
served as Director of Clubs
and Organizations.

Student Government’s
biggest accomplishment of
the past year, he says, was
becoming a legitimate or-
ganization again.

“Student Governments of
the past were looked down
upon by many administra-
tors and staff and because of
all the past fighting and
bickering done by Student
Government, many people
did not take them seri-
ously,” he says. “We have
worked hard this year to

gain back that voice for the
students that former govern-
ments had lost. Now we
have been asked to be on
more committees than ever
before and we can actually
fight for the students be-
cause we are seen as a seri-
ous and important body.”

Recently, Student Gov-
ernment was named the
Outstanding University
Sponsored Organization –
an award they haven’t re-
ceived in a decade.

The organization also
achieved a new milestone of
approving 37 new organiza-
tions, the highest ever in
campus history.

Lienhardt emphasizes
that Student Government is
there for students, and that
it is not necessary to have
an elected position to get in-
volved.

“If there is something
that is concerning you or
something you want to see
changed, we are here to
help,” he says. “I would
greatly encourage all stu-
dents to either email us with
any questions or concerns
that they may have or to
stop by our office and get
involved.”

Serving alongside Lien-
hardt for the 2012 – 2013
school year is Nasir
Bokhari, Vice President; Fa-
reed Shalhout, Director of
Clubs and Organizations;
Chelsea Marx, Treasurer;
Nadeen Hachem , Secretary;
Ben Childs, Director of PR;
Anthony Wagner, Director
of Inclusion; Olivier Urban
, Director of Greek Affairs,
and Irene Mo, Director of
Internal Relations.
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Final column SAY WHAT

Students in academic
group work

Farewell Dearborn

Well, the end of the
school year has finally ar-
rived, HALLELUJAH! Any-
one who does not think that
the best part of college is
over four full months of
summer is obviously in de-
nial.

There is a lot I learned
this year, not only about my-
self, but about the school and
students in general.

I joined The Michigan
Journal’s staff because I
missed being part of a publi-
cation, something that I was
heavily involved in during
high school. The past eight
months have been frustrating
at times, and it is certainly
not a light work load to take
on. But I would not change it
for the world. I missed the
cathartic act of writing. I
missed seeing my name in
print and feeling like I am
(hopefully) broadening oth-
ers’ perspectives about cer-
tain topics. And I missed
becoming so close with a
group of people that they be-
come your second family.

Not only did cranking out
at least one article a week

help me organize my
thoughts when it came to pa-
pers and projects, but it per-
sonally forced me to keep
up-to-date on current events.
This knowledge about global
happenings is, sadly, some-
thing I feel is severely lack-
ing from several members of
our student body. I often felt
as though my weekly “Word
of Mouth” questions had to
be concerned with sports or
tabloid reports in order to get
a decent amount of satisfac-
tory responses. And while
there is nothing wrong with
that once in a while, it was
extremely disappointing to
have to limit the questions I
could ask. When all of the
students polled in the first
week of November about
their planned voting prac-
tices had no idea when Elec-
tion Day was, something is
not right.

As the Opinions Editor, I
have read, edited, and pub-
lished countless articles
about the quality of student
life at U-M Dearborn, writ-
ten by various parties over
the past year. Often times,
the organizations who so
often congregate or have of-
fices in the University Cen-
ter were compared to high
school cliques, with just as
much accompanying drama.
As I said before, one of the
reasons I applied to the Jour-
nal was to replace something
I missed in high school.
However, I know for a fact
that a major deterrent of
other students participating

is the “high school-ness” of
the University Sponsored
Organizations (USOs), the
Greeks, and even some of
the Registered Student Or-
ganizations (RSOs). I am not
going to comment on whose
fault this is, on what can be
done, etc. There have al-
ready been, as I said, several
articles discussing this. What
disturbs me is the lack of co-
operation between every part
of student orgs, from the ad-
ministration to the students
themselves. I am not advo-
cating for everyone on the
second floor of the UC to
drop everything, grab some
guitars, and sing Kumbaya
while holding hands around
The Rock. But I feel that the
involvement rates would
skyrocket if the environment
was more collaborative.

Several of those who have
spent a short stint within the
realm of the student organi-
zations have become embit-
tered to the student body, but
I have not. I have faith. It’s
just going to take more
elbow grease on everyone’s
part.

On that note, I would gen-
uinely like to thank you, all
of you, for your inspiration,
your support, and your com-
pliments. Truly. They meant
so much.

I sincerely hope that all of
you enjoy your summer as
much as I know I am going
to enjoy mine. Have a won-
derful break, and I hope you
will all join me again next
year.

BY ELIZABETH BASTIAN
OPINION EDITOR

Trashy Policies
Living in Detroit, I know

what it’s like to not have ac-
cess to basic services. I know
what it’s like to not have street
lights, and what’s worse – I
know what it’s like to not have
anyone you can call to get
them fixed. I know that there’s
a 99% chance that the cops
wouldn’t come if I called, and
I know how long it takes to get
through to a living, breathing
person when you call a branch
of the city government.

But you know what? Even
in a city on the verge of bank-
ruptcy and destined for state
takeover, I can get my trash
picked up. Actually, I think
that’s the one service I’ve
never had trouble with.

So for me to come here, to
the University of Michigan,
where I pay $4,500+ a semes-
ter, and not be able to get the
trash removed from the radio
station is ridiculous. And to
have to come here and have to
empty my own trash infuriates
me.

The policy of having stu-
dents on the second floor
empty their own trash isn’t
new, but I just found out about
it last week. I knew that stu-
dents were required to empty
the recycling bin – something
I actually learned the hard way
when the bin wasn’t being
emptied. At first, I was slightly
irritated. I pay how much to go
here? And the custodial staff
can’t even empty this bin? Are
you serious?

But, I got over it. “It’s just
the recycling,” I told myself.
“We all have a civic duty to re-
cycle,” I told myself. “I can

live with this minor inconven-
ience,” I told myself.

And then I found out that
apparently, we’re supposed to
be emptying our trash cans as
well. And I couldn’t even
begin to try to convince my-
self that it was okay.

According to a Michigan
Journal article from February,
this policy went into effect on
February 17. Apparently, hav-
ing students empty their own
trash and recycling bins is
going to help the custodial
crew “direct efforts to depart-
ment trash/recycling removal
and not individual offices.”  

The article states that, “the
program was set up so that
custodial efforts would be
quicker and more efficient
without cutting jobs or raising
the budget. [Director of Facil-
ities Planning Kathleen] Pepin
says that the money invested
into the program will be re-
turned in savings within two
to three years.”

Really, Ms. Pepin? I
haven’t timed myself, but I’d
be willing to bet it takes less
than 15 minutes (and that’s a
generous estimate) to go to
each USO and empty their
trash. Even less if USOs put
their cans in the hall.

And sure, the recycling
program itself may save the
university money. But having
students empty their own
trash? How much money is
that going to save, exactly?
Let’s get real, having students
empty their own trash isn’t ex-
actly going to be saving the
university thousands.

This isn’t an issue of me
not wanting to get dirty or that
trash grosses me out. I once
had a job that had me empty-

ing the trash (and doing
grosser tasks) on a daily basis.
Sure, it was a little nasty. But I
did it because I was being paid
to do it.

This is an issue of me hav-
ing to draw the line some-
where. I’ve had to accept a lot
of things about this school.
I’ve had to accept that I’m
going to have trouble finding
a parking spot. I’ve had to ac-
cept that our public safety of-
ficers get paid for merely
sitting in their car, talking on
their cell phone. I’ve had to
accept that going into the
women’s restroom is a crap-
shoot (pun intended) where I
often have to go into multiple
stalls before finding a clean
one.

But I cannot and will not
accept that I have to be my
own custodian.

There’s nothing wrong with
being a custodian. It’s a job
like any other, and a necessary
one at that. But if I’m paying
someone to do a job (which
technically, all students are
paying the custodial staff in
one way or another), I want
them to do it.

I’m not going to empty my
USO’s trash because I am not
paid to do that. As soon as Ms.
Pepin decides to put me on the
custodial pay roll, I’ll be
happy to empty the trash from
the radio station and every
other org on the second floor.

But until then, WUMD will
continue to leave our full trash
cans outside the door until
someone from the custodial
team empties them. And I en-
courage every other USO to
join me. Because we all pay
way too much tuition to not
receive this basic service.

It won’t be easy and many
of you will think it strange as
I try to explain how I feel.  As
I do, I hope that regardless of
what I say, that there will be
no ill-will or feeling brought
about it.  Certainly, you may
not believe it all.  One may
think of me as you saw me.
The individual who has
roamed through these halls
for the past five years who is
still perfectly active even
though I question the commit-
ment of those around me.

Yet, when I came to this
campus six years ago, I came
with the dual-purpose of not
only becoming a different per-
son, but making this a differ-
ent place.  I couldn’t go
through life with the same
boring lifestyle of isolation
and dedicating myself to
books.  Looking out at every-
one having fun while staying
out of it all, but I chose to join
into this student life.  I tried
what I felt was everything.

Student Government,
Golden Key, Michigan Jour-
nal, WUMD Sports Broad-
casting, broomball for two
teams; but I know I will be re-
membered most for my time
in Wolf Pack.  Yet, I am cer-
tain that I will not be remem-
bered for it, I honestly don’t
expect to be remembered.

As for the awards, though
they would have been lovely,
I have grown to see them
more as illusions to what one
really should care about.  The
answer to a wonderful and
successful time on this cam-
pus is the memories and the
people that I have come in
contact.  To those that I have
called friends, my hope is that
I have at the very least pro-
vided some small change in
your lives compared with the

laughs and some disappoint-
ment.  Overall, I had all I want
to have; I have had my share
of failures.  And yet, as I put
those sad feelings aside, I still
find it rather funny.  I find my-
self perplexed at how I was a
senator, at how I attended
meetings not only with mem-
bers of our administration, but
also with students from other
schools.  I find it rather odd,
that I met a wonderful person
from Canada who helped to
save people from a burning
plane in what was dubbed the
“Miracle in Toronto.”  I espe-
cially find it bewildering that I
was president of an organisa-
tion and that I was able to
walk onto the field at the Big
House to watch our hockey
team play on the same ice as
their counterparts in Ann
Arbor.  More so, I did all of
this on my own (and often
brash) terms.

What is the point to do so
otherwise?  I may have
changed as a person, but I still
feel that everything I did was
not to appease others, but
rather to fulfill what I wanted
to gain from this campus.  Al-
beit it is selfish, if one does
not gain satisfaction from all
of this, what is the point in
doing everything up here?
Yes, I have complained about
how student life is operated,
but that doesn’t mean that I
still did not try to get what I
could from it.

After having said this,
there is nothing more I can
think of to say to you.  All I
hope is that when you read
this that you will at least be-
lieve that all of it is sincere
and true.  I just only hope that
if anyone ever finds out what
I have done for this campus,
that I be remembered that all I
did, was done my way.

absolutely positive and major
changes that have occurred in
my life.

And now, I wish to make
this final year.  I want to make
it clear and state my case.  Al-
though I am still pursuing my
academic goals, I feel that I
have done everything that I
could for this campus.  I have
had my fair share of opportu-
nities to enjoy the few won-
ders that our campus has and I
have done so, in my own
unique way.  Yes, I have failed
many times before and left
nothing significant, but then
again, I fear it shouldn’t be
what I should be remembered
for. Rather I hope that in my
failed attempts that those who
witnessed me will understand
that I did what I had to do.
More importantly, I hope peo-
ple will see that I did all this
without much deviation and
without much compromise
from my ultimate goals.
Rather, they may not have
been well thought out or
maybe they were too well
thought out.  Yet, again, it was
uniquely done the way I felt it
had to be done.

However, I feel that now, I
have done more than I can
manage.  A frequent theme in
my time up here that seems to
never go away, I must now
think towards what needs to
be done.  As such, I will now
be no longer seeking to in-
volve myself in what I hope,
will be a bright future for our
often criticised, but still mag-
ical student life here at our
sometimes belittled campus.
However, I hope that our
bright future will be without
the many battles that I have
faced in full and have fought
again, in my own personal
way.

To be frank and to the
point, I had fun, I had my

Generally, What do most
non-traditional students dis-
like while back in college?
Math? Not. It is when profes-
sors say “you will work in
groups.”

Non-traditional students
have different experiences of
working in groups. They
come from having spent a
number of years in the work
environment where group
work is a different thing than
in the academic environment.

Traditional students are
still molding their knowledge.
Many hold jobs outside of
their academic world and are
prepared to carry their load in
group work, however, some
others do not and they may
see group work as a time to
relax and let the ones who
care about their grades do all
the work.

Jeff Bintinger, a traditional
student majoring in Liberal
Studies, likes working in
groups even though he has
had negative experiences.
“Generally, there are fewer
people who are responsible
for the negative experiences
in group work, but the work
gets done and I have never

got a poor grade because
someone else did not pull
their load,” says Bintinger,
“I've had nothing but great
experiences working with
non-traditional students be-
cause they know what it takes
to get the job done,” he con-
tinues.

In a conversation with non-
traditional student Michelle
Giannoulakis, a psychology
major, she said, “Many times
non-traditional students work
in a different way than the tra-
ditional students, but this
does not always happen, Usu-
ally non-traditional students
seem to take their education
more seriously, not to say that
our traditional students do
not, but it seems that a larger
percentage of non-traditional
students tend to do just that,”
she continues.

On the other hand non-tra-
ditional student Sarah Bul-
lock, a Human Services major
focusing on sociology, psy-
chology, and communica-
tions, does not have a positive
experience about working in
groups in an academic set-
ting. “Working in small
groups is a valuable way to
prepare traditional students
for the real world. However,

it is difficult for me, who
spent several years in the
workforce and traditional stu-
dents are aware of my level of
responsibility and reliability,
so there is a tendency to take
advantage.”

One of the issues might be
that in the academic setting,
the professors let the group
organically select a leader and
the group structure grows the
same way. Sometimes groups
do not chose leaders and
everything breaks lose. These
are some of the things that
work against the group be-
cause there is no internal au-
thority, structure, and
organization.

In the majority of corpo-
rate organizations group lead-
ers are appointed by upper
management or a project
manager is heading the group.
When creating group assign-
ments, professors should
draw from real experiences in
real company settings rather
than relying on book instruc-
tion regarding what a pub-
lished author says about
working in a group, espe-
cially when there are such
vast differences in profes-
sional experience in academic
groups.

I have worked at some
other Universities and com-
munity colleges, and there
is something that I must say
about our students at the
University of Michigan-
Dearborn. They are the

most polite, well-man-
nered, and helpful of any
young people I am around.
Holding doors, offering to
carry things, saying please
and thank you – it makes a
difference by adding a level

of civility, comfort, and
friendliness to the campus.
I wanted to get this out be-
fore so many of you are
gone.  

-Sheryl Edwards, Lec-
turer, Social Sciences

A thank you to our students
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The last good-by

Student life: Why it has been right all along

BY SAMANTHA ELLIOTT
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

I’ve been thinking about
and preparing for this column
since I found out that I got the
position of Editor in Chief. It
was inevitable. One day I was
going to finally graduate and
my time with The Michigan
Journal would come to an
end. Although I’ve been
thinking about this moment
for the past year, it doesn’t
make the fact that it’s hap-
pening now any easier.

Three years. That’s how
long I’ve been with The
Michigan Journal. I can re-
member the first time I ever
stepped in the office. It was
my second year here and stu-
dent life was very new to me.
I came to get my picture
taken for my sports column I
had just started writing. I was
hardly aware that there was a
second floor to the University
Center, let alone an entire
world that I was about to dive
in to.

When I left the office that
day, I remember thinking to
myself after seeing how well
the current staff got along, “I
want to become involved.”

Little did I know how
much that one little thought
would change not only my
time at UM-Dearborn, but the
rest of my life.

Getting involved on cam-
pus was hands down the best

decision I’ve made during my
college career. I’ve been in-
volved with four orgs, held E-
Board positions with two of
them, been through countless
changes in leadership, and
made endless memories.

This year has, by far, been
the most challenging and the
most memorable. The end of
last year brought the realiza-
tion that I would need a brand
new editorial staff. Eleven
brand new members to the
paper. Each addition of a staff
member brought new memo-
ries. From my first interview
with Tom, my copy editor,
when I had absolutely no clue
what I was doing to my last
interview with Sarah, my stu-
dent life editor, it was a learn-
ing experience. Add in the
fact that I didn’t even know
how to send away the paper
to our printer until five days
before our first production
day, and I can honestly say
that while frustrating at
times, there’s not a single
thing I would change about
the past year.

About my three years with
the MJ, I can only say that
good things come in threes.
My copy editing professor,
Professor Schafer would
scowl at this and remind me
of one of the most important
rules in journalism. Never
use a cliché. But hey, rules
were meant to be broken (see
what I did there).

Speaking of a professor,
there are a few here on cam-
pus that have truly impacted
my time here and I will never
forget them.

Professor Schafer teaches
some fabulous classes. Al-
though I’ve only taken his
copy editing class, I’ve heard
nothing but good things about
his others ones and I encour-
age everyone to take him. I’ll
admit, I was terrified the first
day of class. He works for
The Free Press and I was
slightly intimidated. Now, al-
most fifteen weeks later, I can
say it’s one of my favorite
classes and I’ve learned so
many tools vital to my career
choice.

Professor Kraus is the
head of the journalism de-
partment here on campus. For
those of you who don’t know
her, get to know her. Her of-
fice door is always open and
she’s overflowing with infor-
mation and always willing to
help. Of everyone on this
campus, she’s the one who
pushed me to become a better
writer.

Professor Kiska is also a
must take. As our advisor to
the paper and also a long-
time reporter, he’s a wealth of
information. There’s nothing
he doesn’t know about a
newspaper and I encourage
all journalism students to take
as many classes as you can
with him. If you’re really se-

rious abut the field, I promise
you, you won’t regret it.

My other major is history.
Although he was promoted to
Provost and no longer
teaches, I simply can’t say
goodbye without thanking
Marty Hershock. I had Marty
for three classes and my only
regret is that I didn’t get to
take more. Marty is the type
of professor who makes you
long to go to class and sad
when it’s time to leave. With
his impressive amount of
knowledge, he turns history
into so much more than mem-
orizing names and dates. My
first ever summer class was
with Marty. Michigan His-
tory quickly became one of
my favorite classes ever and
although it was during the hot
summer months and class fell
on my birthday, I still at-
tended every single lecture.

For those of you looking to
become more involved on
campus I suggest two people
to you. Tasha and Jon work in
the Student Activities Office
and I can’t count the number
of times I’ve turned to them
for help whether it be a situa-
tion or just to vent about life.
Jon is literally everywhere at
once. A big advocate for stu-
dent life, his Amazing Org
sessions and SOLID confer-
ences are an absolute must-
do. Tasha, although in charge
of Greek life on campus, has
helped me in more ways than

she probably knows. Since
the very beginning she’s al-
ways been supportive of me,
giving me a hug or simply
telling me that I’m doing a
great job when I’m having a
particularly stressful day. And
for that, I can’t thank her
enough.

The people that have
meant the most, and the peo-
ple who I will miss the most,
are the eleven individuals
who I’ve worked with for the
past two semesters. The
2011-2012 MJ editorial staff
is the most crazy, unbeliev-
able, amazing, fabulous,
hardworking, and sometimes
aggravating group of people
that I have ever had the ab-
solute pleasure to work with.

These are the people who
have seen me at my worst and
my best this past year. Who
put up with my craziness. My
yelling, slamming doors, and
sometimes tears. But they’re
the people who, at the end of
the day, I’m forever grateful
for.

And as graduation draws
nearer, the elephant in the
room is growing larger, in-
forming us of the inevitable.
That the last issue is drawing
nearer and our time together
will end.

I’m currently listening to a
song from the Wicked sound-
track. The lyrics read, “I’ve
heard it said. That people
come into our lives for a rea-

son. Bringing something we
must learn. And we are led to
those who help us most to
grow, if we let them. And we
help them in return. Well, I
don't know if I believe that's
true. But I know I'm who I
am today because I knew you
… It well may be that we will
never meet again in this life-
time. So let me say before we
part. So much of me is made
from what I learned from
you. You'll be with me like a
handprint on my heart. And
now whatever way our stories
end, I know you have re-writ-
ten mine by being my
friend.”

These words perfectly de-
scribe how I feel about my
staff this year. You’ve all
changed me; you’ve all
helped me grow. Through the
good times and the bad,
there’s not a single moment I
would change. No one under-
stands me quite like you guys
do and I absolutely cannot
thank you enough for your
hard work. For plowing
through the bad times and
making sure there were
plenty of good times.

I will never forget my time
at UM-Dearborn. The good
times, the bad, the class expe-
riences, 159 articles written
for the MJ, the memories are
endless. Thank you everyone
for all of your support over
the years. And as always, go
blue!

BY KRIS BJORNBAK
GUEST COLUMNIST

I started attending classes
at the University of Michi-
gan-Dearborn longer ago than
is really necessary to admit
for this article. Like so many
students on this campus, my
first few years here were
spent in the commuter cam-
pus rat race of fighting to find
a parking spot, running to
class, running from class and
returning home. At the time it
seemed like the only way to
function here; everyone else
was doing it and, after all,
what was there to do at UM-
Dearborn? Sure, there were
always fliers up for events on
campus and various student
orgs to join, the Michigan
Journal wrote about upcom-
ing activities or the most re-
cent goings-on around
campus. But when did I have
time to participate and really,
who cared anyhow? What
happened here in regards to
student life did not affect me
at all. I was in this University
for my degree and that was it.
As a result, every day of
every week for five semes-
ters, I would get out of my
car, put my head down, run to
classes and back to my car so
I could go home. Does this
sound familiar to anyone?
Yes, I was earning my degree
but I was missing out on what
really makes the University
of Michigan-Dearborn a dif-
ferent and wonderful univer-
sity. Some odd years later, I
would be in a very different
position. But let’s not get
ahead of ourselves.

Over the last two weeks
there have been opinion
pieces criticizing our univer-
sity and how our “campus
falls short” and how student
leadership, as well as “those
in charge of the students”
have “diminished from…the
little grandeur that we pos-
sessed.” I’m not blind to
problems and I am not naive.
I know that everything can al-
ways be improved upon and,

likewise, that everything has
its share of problems and is-
sues. There are aspects of
UM-Dearborn that, given the
opportunity, I would change
in a heartbeat. But then again,
I would do that regarding
most anything in life and who
wouldn’t? However, I do not
feel that any of these issues
are as terrible as some in re-
cent weeks would have us be-
lieve. Unlike the articles of
the last two weeks, this one
will paint a very different pic-
ture of campus life at UM-
Dearborn. To borrow a quote
from the Michigan Journal’s
Editor in Chief’s article in the
April 10th edition, the “UM-
Dearborn campus now has a
larger student to organization
ratio than the UM-Ann Arbor
campus.” That does not seem
like a campus that has lost its
grandeur to me. On the con-
trary, we seem to be one that
has just begun to reach our
potential and we are excelling
towards a greater goal all the
time.

There are many wonderful
aspects of life at the Univer-
sity of Michigan-Dearborn.
One I would like to focus on
is that, unlike the unfair arti-
cles published by our fellow
students in the last weeks’
Michigan Journal, we do pull
off some amazing events.
Granted, we did not and prob-
ably will not have President
Obama speak at our gradua-
tion ceremony. Then again,
most universities in America
will never have that honor.
However, unless those argu-
ing for that also adhere to the
myth that bigger is always
better, we have managed to
have several notable figures
visit our campus: Patch
Adams, Lt. Dan Choi, and the
Omani Ambassador to the
United States to name but a
few. We have a Conversation
on Race several times
throughout the year and
Global Fest every March. The
CIVIC offers us Alternative
Spring Breaks, Detroit Serv-
ice Initiatives, and other phil-

anthropic and charitable pro-
grams. UM-Dearborn plays
host to state wide confer-
ences, seminars for college
and high school students, and
events which bring to light
important current issues fac-
ing our communities, country
and world. We have students
who present papers at Meet-
ing of the Minds as well as re-
gional and national
professional conferences.
There are internships avail-
able and field school opportu-
nities for those that want
them. All of these events and
activities are brought to this
campus and its student popu-
lation by the student leaders
and administration. Person-
ally, I think those achieve-
ments speak more for the
quality of the education and
student life at UM-Dearborn
than our lack of Frisbee
wielding students behind the
UC.

The difference between us
and our larger counterparts
should be self evident: they
have dorms and a continuous
student population on cam-
pus. There is precious little
we can do to compete with
that but then again, we don’t
have to compete with them.
Let them have their culture
and tradition and be rightfully
proud of what they can ac-
complish, but allow us our
culture and traditions and
allow us to be proud of what
we have and continue to ac-
complish! When we, as stu-
dents, stand out for our
academic successes, commu-
nity involvement, philan-
thropic endeavors or our
abilities to make a difference
to those around us, we are
recognized by every level of
the university and, at times,
the various communities of
Southeastern Michigan or any
visitor to the UM-Dearborn
homepage. We don’t have to
fight to be recognized by
someone other than the
Teacher’s Assistant. When
the student organizations host
events on campus, we can

feel confident that the upper
levels of the administration
are at least aware of what
we’re doing and are always
willing, schedule permitting,
to attend our events if invited.
That’s yet another area where
the support from “those in
charge of the students” is far
superior to many other uni-
versities.

Let us not focus only on
the administration or the stu-
dent leaders. They are not the
only aspects of what make
our campus life so enriching.
You deserve credit too. Yes,
you, the person reading this
article. You make up part of
our 9,000 or so student popu-
lation here. You are similar to
many other students either by
religion, cultural or ethnic
backgrounds, gender, sex, or
any other combination of cat-
egorical differences. At the
same time, you are unlike
many other students for those
very same reasons. This is
true of almost any univer-
sity…I’m aware of that…ex-
cept that at our university we
embrace the differences and
adhere to an ideology of in-
clusion toward everyone. It
may seem like an overly com-
mon and widely practiced
idea but I can assure you, it is
not something that many
other universities do well if at
all. We are a mixture of all
peoples who come together as
one. We teach each other
about what makes us unique
and we come away with a far
richer and a more complete
view of the world around us.
That is something highly pos-
itive which adds to our stu-
dent and campus life that
neither of the aforementioned
articles even mentioned in
passing.

As I said at the start of this
commentary, when I came
here I was the typical com-
muter student. I used the
mindset “that nothing cool
ever happens here” as a weak
excuse for my unwillingness
to be a part of something
more rewarding than I could

have imagined. Then things
changed. I realized, thanks in
part my anthropology profes-
sors, that I needed to have
more to show for my time at
UM-Dearborn than just a
grade and degree. I needed to
show what I was capable of
doing while here. I sought out
the “elusive” ‘Anthro Club’
and became a member. That
was in Winter 2010.

For the last two years I
have had the honor to serve
on our campus as the Presi-
dent of the Association of
Student Anthropologists. I
have also been a student men-
tor to the Anthropology De-
partment, a member of the
Student Environmental Asso-
ciation, the Student Philan-
thropy Council, Pride, the
Association for Diversity and
Unity, the Organization for
Interfaith Coexistence, and
Amnesty International. I was
the student chair for the 2012
Global Fest planning commit-
tee and a catalyst in the cre-
ation of the student branch of
the International Friends pro-
gram, to which I belong and
have had the opportunity to
meet and become friends with
dozens of students from
China, India, and Oman. I
have helped plan and execute
countless events on and off
campus, ranging from behind
the scenes tours of museums,
to the Hijabi Monologues,
and everything in between. I
present my resume not to
flaunt my successes, but to
emphasize my point; I am an
ACTIVE student on this cam-
pus as are hundreds of other
students, many of whom I
know personally and who
have made and continue to
make differences, thank you
very much Mr. Okeke. We
work hard every day to make
this campus one that all stu-
dents can continue to be
proud of and we do it with the
support and encouragement
of the administration. Many
of the student leaders, myself
included, are known on a first
name basis by the Chancellor,

Vice Chancellors, and the As-
sistants to the Vice Chancel-
lors. I am pretty sure that the
larger universities cannot say
the same for their student
leader/upper administrator re-
lations.

Furthermore, a viable cam-
pus life is not something that
just happens. It is something
which each student must seek
out and make happen for
themselves and for others. To
insinuate that the student
leaders and the university as
a whole have somehow failed
student life is both insulting
and factually erroneous. The
only point I am willing to
concede to Mr. Okeke is that
the students are the people
who, at the end of the day,
must decide what type of
campus they want to have.
That is where the concession
stops because the campus is
already one of which to be
proud. If you think there is
room for improvement, then
get involved and share your
ideas, do not stay isolated and
claim that the “answer is sim-
ple, but it’s not mine to give.”
This University, our campus
life and our student life are
something we should all be
proud of, willing to work to
protect and further enrich. I
know that when I walk across
the stage, in our gymnasium,
to receive my diploma this
winter, I will do so with pride
and confidence that I am
leaving this campus a better
place because of my involve-
ment, and I hope that every
student would be able to say
the same

To paraphrase a part of
Vice Chancellor Henderson’s
speech at last week’s Student
Leadership Awards: “One
cannot expect student life to
be handed to them on a blue
and maize platter. One must
want it and subsequently
seize it.” After all, isn’t work-
ing hard for something, be it
our degree or an active and
rich student life experience,
that makes us the leaders and
the best?
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Summer Do’s and Don’ts

Detroit: A City on the Rise-How you can help

Detroit is coming back,
there’s no doubting that.
The past 24 articles have
hopefully opened your eyes
to that.  As Detroit slowly
comes back, the renaissance
of the city wouldn’t happen
if it weren’t for the effort put
forth by those behind the
scenes, such as volunteers,
or those in the spotlight, like
Dan Gilbert.  You too, can
help in different ways, and
make the city a better, safer,
and fun place to live, work
and play again.

Detroit has so much
vacant land.  Over 30% of
the 140 acres that Detroit
has, is vacant.  That doesn’t
include the vacant, and bro-
ken down houses, buildings
and structures.  Many people
are speculating what to do
with the vacant land, and
urban farming and garden-
ing is one of the options.
The Greening of Detroit is
somewhere you can start.  

The Greening of Detroit
is a nonprofit organization
that looks to help plant trees
in the city of Detroit and bet-
ter the ecosystem.  It was
founded in 1989 by
Elizabeth Gordon Sachs.
Sachs founded the organiza-
tion for a few reasons.  

“Between 1950 and 1980,
around 500,000 trees were
lost in Detroit to Dutch elm
disease, urban expansion
and attrition. During that
same time period, economic
constraints prohibited the
city of Detroit from replac-
ing those trees. With no rou-
tine maintenance to support
it, our urban forest began a
decline that has not yet been
halted. In 1989, Detroit, a
typical American city, was
losing an average of four
trees for every one planted.”

Anyone can volunteer
their time to help this great
organization.  Some volun-
teer as a group, others just
alone, trying to make a dif-
ference.  Every Saturday, the

group heads out to a certain
neighborhood in Detroit.  If
you want to help make a dif-
ference, visit their website:
greeningofdetroit.com or
visit their office at 1418
Michigan Ave., a few blocks
down from the old Tiger
Stadium site, in Corktown.

Another company you can
volunteer for is called the
D:Hive.  No, it’s not a nest
for bees, it’s a “nest” to help
people live and grow in the
city of Detroit.

It used to be called Inside
Detroit, but once the D:Hive
was formed it took some
space at 1253 Woodward
Ave.  Months later, the
D:Hive and Inside Detroit
combined to become one big
organization.  The D:Hive
helps residents and nonresi-
dents alike with tours around
the city, retail, and finding
ways to help better the com-
munity with BUILD and
GROW classes.  The pur-
pose of the classes are to
work together as a team to
come up with ideas and
work on projects around the
city.

If you would like to vol-
unteer, visit their office in
Downtown Detroit, or visit
their website, d-hive.org.
They have a volunteer sign
up tab on their home page.

Urban Farming is making
a big statement in Detroit.
Many people believe that
urban farming and garden-
ing will help the city come
back to life.  Hantz Farms is
one example of how urban

farming will help the city.  It
was started in 1998 by the
Hantz Group, and they have
bought over 200 acres of
land from the city in 2011.
They plan on installing trees
and an urban garden in a
neighborhood near their
headquarters in Detroit by
November of this year.

A company that you can
volunteer to help, just like
Hantz Farms, is the
Earthworks Urban Farm.  It
was started in 1997, and is
helped by the Capuchin
Soup Kitchen.  “Earthworks
Urban Farm seeks to build a
just, beautiful food system
through education, inspira-
tion, and community devel-
opment.  We seek to restore
our connection to the envi-
ronment and community.  It
is a working study in social
justice and in knowing the
origin of the food we eat.” If
you want to volunteer to
help this urban farm, go to
cskdetroit.org and click on

the Earthworks Urban Farm
tab.

Detroit has a long way to
go before becoming a great
city again.  It needs more
citizens, a stable tax base
and city government, safe
and reputable schools, and
of course, businesses.  The
blight needs to go away, the
city needs to shrink, crime
needs to stop, and people
need to take pride in where
they live and how they live.

Unemployment will keep the
city at bay for awhile until
the citizens can once again
become the working class.

Unfortunately, it’s going
to take years for the city of
Detroit to become a great
city, but step by step and
person by person, this city is
something to take pride in.
One person can make a dif-
ference, so be that differ-
ence, and Detroit will soon
rise again.

TUMBLR.COMETSY.COM

A FEW VOLUNTEERS AT THE GREENING OF DETROIT

THE D:HIVE STOREFRONTTHE EARTHWORKS URBAN FARM

As the weather starts
getting warmer(hopefully)
the fashion don’ts keep
getting worse. I under-
stand that this weather is
teasing us into feeling like
it is summer, but guess
what? It’s not; we just
received a little bit of
snow the other day!    

Just like everyone else I
want to put my cold
clothes away, however in
Michigan that is not the
case.  For my last article
of the year, I’m deciding
to leave my readers with a
few tips on what not to
wear during this transition
into summer and on how
to dress for the summer.

Looks can be deceiving.
Just because it is sunny
out does not mean it is
warm. Look at the weather
report before you blindly
decide to go outside and
realize that you are wear-
ing shorts and flip flops

when it’s 50 degrees. I’m
sure by the end of the day
your legs are going to be
numb and people are
going to wonder the same
thing as me: Are you con-
fused?

During spring the
weather is very unpre-
dictable. One moment it’s
nice and warm and the
next there is a monsoon.
My advice: Keep extra
clothes with you at all
times because you never
know when you need it.

Again, shorts and
UGGS just DON’T GO.
Every time I see someone
wearing shorts and UGGs
I honestly think they’re
confused whether they’re
cold or warm. Ladies, I’ve
said it before and I’ll say
it again, if it’s warm
enough for shorts it’s too
hot for UGGs. If it’s cold
enough for UGGs, then
why in the world are you
freezing yourself by wear-

ing shorts? Really now?
As much as you should

dress your body for the
weather, don’t forget your
feet! I hate wearing shoes
as much as I hate wearing
pants. However, I can’t
really go around walking
in in flip-flops all the
time. We do live in
Michigan after all. I’m
sure this has happened to
all of us where we are
wearing flip-flops because
it’s nice outside and out of
nowhere it is pouring.
nothing bothers me more
than having wet toes.
Always keep shoes with
you. There is a company
that makes these awesome
foldable flats that just fit
right into your purse;
invest in a pair. Or anoth-
er idea is to always check
the weather. It seriously
takes two seconds.

This is for the fellas;
the whole socks and san-
dals business, really?  It
has to stop. Unless you are
coming from the gym, or
practice or some game of
some sport you should not
normally wear socks and
sandals. It’s not attractive,
at all. It’s like the male
version of shorts and
UGGs. FIGURE IT OUT.
What weather are you
dressing for?

As the summer season
rolls in, remember, even
though it sometimes feels
like your skin is burning,
stay classy. I’m sure we
would all just love to walk
around next to nothing on,
but this is not a beach. If
you are going to the

beach, stay covered until
you get there.

This is also the time
when the super short
shorts come out. I’m sorry
but I don’t want to be
walking somewhere and
see some girl’s butt
cheeks hanging out of her
shorts. That is just nasty.
Ladies, keep it a little
classy. If I’m saying it’s
too short, it means that it’s
too short.

Just remember, if it’s
questionable, it’s better
not to wear it. If you can’t
sit down without flashing
everyone your crotch, it’s
a little too short.  Always
be prepared for the unex-
pected with the Michigan
weather, and have a lovely
summer. 
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BEATS OF THE WEEK
1. Song: Off to The Races

Artist: Lana Del Rey
Album: Born To Die
Release: Jan 2012

Lana Del Rey has been taking the music scene by storm this year.
Her debut
album Born To Die is full of edgy songs with an intimate club feel.
The
song “Off to The Races” follows the album’s theme of a girl who
loves a bad
boy. Lana is a phenomenal artist, and the rest of the CD is defi-
nitely worth
checking out as well. There’s a strange fusion to the songs. As you listen you
may feel like the music is sad, but the lyrics are joyful. Keeps you on your
toes.

2. Song: Force a Smile
Artist: Sleeper Agent
Album: Celebrasion
Release: Aug 2011

I came across Sleeper Agent via a friend who saw them on tour
with Ben
Kweller. The band is from Bowling Green, Ohio, and has a very
familiar
Detroit garage rock sound to them. “Force a Smile” is a super-
charged rhythm

with witty lyrics and guy/girl back and forth singing. The band is definitely
going places, and you’re going to want to catch them as soon as possible.

3. Song: Dancing Days
Artist: Led Zeppelin
Album: Houses of The Holy
Release: May 1973

For the last track of the year, I felt like going into the vinyl
vault. Let’s get the
Led out with one of my favorite songs, “Dancing Days.” It
carries the perfect
theme for our up-coming summer. “Dancing days are here
again.” We should
all be getting ready to celebrate as soon as our finals are
over. These rock all-
stars never get old, and this psychedelic song is a favorite of veteran fans,
and a great starting point for newbies alike. Thanks for listening with me this
year, and see you in the Fall!

BY PAUL CORSI Staff Reporter

BY MERIAM METOUI
STAFF COLUMNIST

BY EMMA SLONINA
STAFF COLUMNIST

Emma’s Eats: Ritter’s Frozen Custard, Livonia

I think this may be my
first review of a chain
restaurant, albeit a very
small one. Unfortunately,
my favori te local  ice
cream stand, Han-D-Dip
Dairy Barn in Livonia,
isn’t open for ice cream
season yet. Fortunately,
I’ve been dying to try
Ritter ’s for years and this
was the perfect excuse to
take the trip out there.

From the road,  i t
almost looks like you can
go in,  but  i t’s  set  up
exactly like your classic
ice cream stand: tables,
chairs,  and umbrellas
outside, and order-at-the-
window service.

I t  was by no means
warm when my sister and
I went this past weekend,
but it was warm enough
for a l ine,  apparently.

Dozens of people mulled
around the windows,
picking out their custard
and treats.

As usual, I’d scoped
out the menu beforehand.
It didn’t really help me
decide what I wanted, but
it did help me rattle off
random frozen custard
facts to my sister. Did
you know they serve
their  frozen custard at
16°F instead of the typi-
cal 10°F for regular ice
cream? You can taste it
better that way. Did you
know that frozen custard
has a little bit of egg in it
(which is what makes it
custard) that lowers the
amount of butterfat while
maintaining the creami-
ness? There’s less air
whipped into it, so it’s
denser and more intense
– you can’t  tel l  that
there’s less butterfat!

I had been interested

in the cappuccino brown-
ie flavor when I’d looked
online, but as soon as I
got there I knew I just
wanted good old-fash-
ioned chocolate.  One
scoop in a cup was
enough (I  don’t  really
like cones – but their
freshly-made waffle
cones do look delicious!)

My sister got a cup of
the sour apple Italian ice
– a water and juice-based
frozen dessert .  I  was
under the impression it
was just shaved ice, but
they somehow freeze it
while mixing the water
and juice/flavoring
instead of shaving the ice
then flavoring i t .  I t’s
somehow utterly creamy
without having any dairy
in it whatsoever. The fla-
vor was reminiscent of a
Slurpee.

They also had water-
melon,  strawberry,

mango, cherry,  lemon,
and root beer Italian ice,
but I couldn’t convince
Ali  to get  a scoop of
watermelon as well. Fair
enough – her one scoop
was giant.

In addit ion to their
frozen custard and Italian
ice, they make plenty of
other treats l ike gelati
(their Italian ice layered
with frozen custard),
Glaciers (their take on
the DQ Blizzard – but
way, way better), shakes,
malts, half a dozen sun-
daes,  cappuccino and
fruit  smoothies,  and
floats.

We got a Glacier to
bring home for my dad –
vanil la frozen yogurt
blended with Oreos,
Reese’s, and Snickers. It
was slightly melted by
the time we got it home,
but I tried a little and can
say that it is ten times

better  than a DQ
Blizzard. They packed a
ton of candy and cookies
into their thick, creamy
custard.  No skimping
here!

It wasn’t particularly
expensive – around $10
for all three items togeth-
er. No more than Baskin
Robbins or Dairy Queen,
usually.

Open daily.  Check
http:/ /r i t ters .com for
locations and hours.

As some of you may
know, I will be graduat-
ing at  the end of this
semester and this is my
last  art icle for the
Michigan Journal .  I’ve
been writ ing since
Winter 2011, consuming
more calories for this
column than I’d like to
share.

A huge thank you goes
to Arts and
Entertainment Editors

Nadine Zebib (2010-
2011) and Tasnuba
Qureshi (2011-2012) for
taking care of all of my
articles,  as well  as
Editors-in-Chief Leah
Johnson (2010-2011) and
Samantha Elliott (2011-
2012) for all of their hard
work for their organiza-
tion. It’s been a pleasure
working with everyone.

For al l  my faithful
readers: the status of this
column is up in the air
for next year, but you can
always get  out  your-
selves! Check out
h t t p : / / u rb a n s poon . c o m ,
http://thehungrydudes.co
m, and http://thedetroit-
foodie.info for ideas – or
better yet, just explore
your neighborhood and
nearby cities! Get out of
your comfort zone, stay
away from chains,  and
enjoy yourself .  Bon
appétit!

Emma Slonina/ MJEmma Slonina/ MJEmma Slonina/ MJChocolate frozen custard Sour apple Italian ice Oreo, Reese's, and Snickers "Glacier"

The Fault in our Stars

Hazel has cancer.
Tethered to an oxygen tank
that keeps the tumors at
bay, she lives a miserable
life. She is forced to attend
her weekly cancer support
groups, but it all seems
worth it when she meets
Augustus Waters, a victim
of cancer himself but on
remission. He shows inter-
est and after attempting to
push him away, knowing
she’ll only be hurting
another person once she’d
gone, she gives in and
embraces her feelings any-
way. Being with him
forces her to re-examine
everything she thought she
knew.  Her outcome is
almost predetermined
from the first chapter, but
surprisingly enough the
story isn’t about her ill-
ness. Sure, her own

impending cancer and death
is an issue but there are
things far greater than her-
self.

I am wary of cancer
books. They usually end in
the same way with either the
main character dying after
having fought a hard battle,
or overcoming it and fully
recovering (for the time
being). This was something
else entirely.

Though it seems like
these book reviews are
always so positive, like I’m
trying to sell the books. And
that isn’t the case, it just hap-
pened to be a great book.

Augustus and Hazel are
memorable characters, fully
developed, real, and hilari-
ous. After setting it down, I
couldn’t help but compare
the beginning to the last few
pages. The book was nothing
of what I was expecting, but
didn’t fall short of my expec-
tations of its author. The

themes and symbolism
were powerful and res-
onated strongly with the
readers. It was well paced
and emotionally packed,
written as a novel of char-
acter rather than plot; the
characters moved the story
forward. Green’s writing
shines in what is said to be
his best book yet.

Now the cons. at times
there were long winded
speeches that didn’t seem
to end. Though they were
heartfelt and sincere, they
didn’t seem realistic.
During a trip to
Amsterdam they met peo-
ple that seemed larger than
life, almost difficult to
believe. I did anyway, but
was still taken aback by
the sudden trip to
Amsterdam in general.

There is a lot of unde-
served prejudice against
young adult literature.  It is
a wide genre and has a rep-
utation of falling short of
one’s expectations.  This
isn’t necessarily true. Sure,
let me be the first to say
that finding a great YA
novel that stays with you
long after you put it down
isn’t the easiest of things.
A reader needs to know the
genre, subgenre, and its
decent authors.

John Green is an A list
YA author, one of the best.
His bestsellers and of
course many accolades are
well deserved. By reading
his books, that much is
obvious.  This book and
author is especially recom-
mended for anyone who
isn’t familiar with YA but
has an interest in it.
Nothing is for sure, but
movies rights are currently
being optioned.
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Student (is this real) Life
BY SARAH LEWIS
STUDENT LIFE EDITOR

9/The Michigan Journal

On Thursday, April 12, U
of M Dearborn College De-
mocrats hosted I Am Not A
Thing Day in Borg Warner
Auditorium. The event was
an informal panel with six
women in various profes-
sional fields who discussed
topics such as female
stereotypes in the media,
balancing work and family
life, and male perceptions of
powerful women in the
workplace.

The six panel members
were Clinical Pharmacist
Vanita Panjwani, Clinical
Pharmacist Cynthia Harris-
Boyer, Clinical Pharmacist
Jennifer Clement, Concert
Violinist Katherine Thomp-
son, Internal Auditor for the
Tigers/CPA Candice Lentz,
and Jennifer Wenzel, a Fire-
fighter at the Dearborn Fire
Department.

Junior Gabrielle Boyer
planned the event because
she “saw the movie Miss
Conception during Women's
History Month and I real-
ized how much of what they
were saying was true. And

when you're a woman, espe-
cially today, we don't know
what to expect at the work-
place. We're told reach for
the stars by our parents, but
popular culture is telling us
not to.”

All of the panelists ad-
mitted that they had no role
models or relatable charac-
ters on television or in the
media as far as their careers
are concerned. 

“As a firefighter woman,
you don’t see that (in the
media),” said Wenzel. “You
don’t even think about it.”

Harris-Boyer pointed out
that “women need to spend
more time planning out their
lives than men,” as having
children has to be taken into
account more so on the fe-
male’s part. 

Panjwani agreed, but
added that being a working
mother broadens her per-
spective and sets a good ex-
ample for her children. 

“If you find the right job,
it’s easy to balance,” Pan-
jwani said.

All the participants
agreed that women need to
start supporting other
women in the professional

sector. The competition and
the cattiness accomplishes
nothing in the workplace,
and does not advance the fe-
male sex as a whole.

Lastly, the six women
discussed how the job sector
needs to change in order to
allow more women to enter. 

Wenzel argued that
women often copy how men
perform a job instead of fig-

uring out the best way for
them to do it. 

“We’re not changing the
culture of these jobs,” Wen-
zel said. “We’re working
like men, but as women.”

Boyer hopes to host the
event again sometime
within the next school year,
preferably earlier in the se-
mester and with more
guests. 

Future female professionals receive advice 

So this is the last column
I’ll have for this semester, and
I’ve been putting off writing
this for a while because it
made me sad to think about. If
you have read Student (is this
real) Life before, you’re prob-
ably used to having a few
laughs…at least I hope you’re
laughing. But this time I’m
going to be a little more seri-
ous. Yes, it’s possible for me
to be humorless…I know it’s
hard to believe.

This year has been a tough
one. In between taking six-
teen credits and being active
in two large organizations on
campus, it’s been hard to keep
my head on straight, but at the
end of the day I always knew

I had friends that I could
count on even when the world
made me question, “Is this
real life?” Although many of
my friends have been there
for me this year (cough Curly
cough and my little sis
cough), someone has inspired
me in a way that has really
driven me towards my goals.
This friend has shown me that
the future can really be envi-
sioned even though it seems
to be five million years away.
You might have read her col-
umn before. And if not, you
should check it out now since
it’s the last one she will ever
write for The Michigan Jour-
nal.

Sam Elliott and I haven’t
always been friends. In fact, I
once heard a rumor that she
used to hate me before we

met. I’ll admit that I thought
she was terrifying when she
interviewed me for the posi-
tion of Student Life Editor.
And then I thought she hated
me FOR SURE when I had to
miss the first production day.
It wasn’t until the end of Oc-
tober when we finally started
to become friends. We went to
a journalism conference in
Florida, and thus the bonding
began. You can’t practically
live with someone for four
days and not get close with
them…it’s impossible. In be-
tween visiting Harry Potter
gift shops and eating sushi,
we became Thing One and
Thing Two…mostly because
of our obsession with the Red
Wings and, you guessed it,
journalism. I always thought I
was the only crazy person

who loved writing, newspa-
pers, reporting, and inter-
views. I remember we were
walking around the confer-
ence, and Sam said, “FI-
NALLY, people who
understand us!” And it was so
true.

Since then, Sam has been
such an inspirational role
model to me and nearly all the
people who get to know her.
She’s a natural born leader,
and I’m not lying in the least
bit when I say that The Michi-
gan Journal will never be the
same without her presence.

What I’m trying to say is
that sometimes you become
friends with a person who you
know is destined for great-
ness. And, you can’t help but
be moved by their passion
and dedication. I can’t count

Musical talent showcased at UM-Dearborn
BY SARAH LEWIS
STUDENT LIFE EDITOR

The CASL Atrium was
humming with song last
Friday,  Apri l  13.  The
night  began with a per-
formance by the UM-
Dearborn Choir  led by
director Richard Rischar.
Accompanied by piano
and flute, the group sang
pieces from West  Side
Story l ike “America,”
“One Hand, One Heart ,”
and “I  Feel  Pret ty.”
Music from On the Town
as well  as  other  show
tunes by Leonard Bern-
stein were featured by
the choir.  

Along with the theatri-
cal  pieces of  Bernstein,
the choir sang more mod-
ern numbers as well .
Some of the songs in-
cluded “This Town” by
O.A.R.,  “Mr.  Know It
All” by Kelly Clarkson,
“Beautiful  Day” by U2,
and “Roll ing in the
Deep” by Adele. 

Once the choir  ended

their  performance,  the
UM-Dearborn West
African Drum Club per-
formed alongside their
director,  Vera Flaig.
Beats  of  songs such as
“Djansa” and “Baga Gine
(The Baga Woman)“ rang
throughout CASL. 

Ending the show, the
Jazz Club played f ive
songs directed by Bran-
don Perkins.  This has
been the Jazz Club’s first
year on the University of
M i c h i g a n - D e a r b o r n ’ s
campus. Instruments fea-
tured included trumpet,
t rombone,  saxophone,
and drums. 

All  three clubs are
looking for new members
this  upcoming Fall  Se-
mester.  For more infor-
mation,  you can reach
them at
rischarr@umd.umich.edu
o r
vhflaig@umd.umich.edu. 

Videos of Friday’s per-
formance can be viewed
at michiganjournal.org. 

how many times Sam has
forced me to go to class or
talked me down when I’ve
cried. I know she’ll read
every single paper I have to
write for my countless jour-
nalism classes even when she
has twenty other things she
has to do. She’s just that kind
of friend. The drop everything
to help you out kind of per-
son, and the one who will
push you to do your absolute
best no matter how much you
think you suck.

Think about your friends
who have pulled you through
this school year. It was a hard
one, am I right? So instead of
worrying about finals and re-
search papers every second of
today, take some time to think
about the people who really
matter in your life. Maybe

they’re moving on to some-
thing bigger and better like
Sam will be doing after this
semester ends or maybe
they’ll be stuck in class with
you still like Curly or my little
sis. But, let them know how
much they mean to you be-
cause even though you think
they might know, maybe they
don’t.

So Sam, thank you for
being a friend. Go on, get out
of here and do amazing
things. Write.

To all my readers, go call
up your friends or give them
a hug. Tell people when
they’re inspiring you, and be
the best person you can be be-
cause you never know when
someone might be looking to
you for brilliance, and never,
ever take a person for granted. 

Sarah Lewis/MJ

Elizabeth Bastian/MJ

Interested in
writing for The

Michigan 
Journal over

the summer or
during the
2012-2013

school year?

Email us at:
themichiganj@gmail.com
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Ever need a number to an office and can’t find it
anywhere? Here’s a list of important 

numbers that will help you while attending UM-D!

Fieldhouse

313-593-5540

Nights/Weekends: 313-593-

5432

www.UM-D.umich.edu/athletics

Mardigian Library

313-593-5400

Mon. - Thurs.: 8 am - 11:45pm

Fri - 8am - 8pm

Sat - 10am - 6pm

Sun - 12pm - 11:45pm

Computer lab, Berkowitz Gallery, 

Club Cappuccino

Financial Aid

313-593--5300

Mon. & Thurs.: 8 am - 6 pm

Tues., Wed., Fri.: 8 am - 5 pm

1183 UC Walk-ins & Appts.

Cashier’s Office Student Accounts

313 - 593 - 5255

Inclement Weather & Emergency 

Closure Hotline

313 - 436 - 9157

Wellness Center

313 - 593 - 4599

Mon. - Thurs.: 6 am - 10 pm

Fri. - 6 am - 8 pm

Sat. - Sun.: Closed

Free entry and use of racquetball

courts with UM-D ID

Academic Support & Outreach

Services

313 - 593 - 5340

T, W, F: 8 am - 5 pm

M, TH: 8 am - 6 pm

Free tutoring (Meet with tutor

whenever)

University Center (UC)

313 - 583 - 6330

Mon. - Thurs.: 8 am - 11 pm

Fri.: 8 am - 10 pm

Sat.: 9 am- 6 pm

Sun.: 2 pm - 11 pm 

Campus Safety 24-hr Dispatch

313 - 593 - 5333

Bookstore

313 - 593 - 5551

Mon. - Thurs.: 8:00 am - 6:30 pm

Fri.: 8:00 am - 4:00 pm

Books, supplies, UM-D Gear

Student Activities Office (SAO)

313 - 593 - 5390

Enrollment Services/Registration &

Records

313-583-6500

Mon. & Thurs.: 8 am - 6 pm

Tues, Wed, Fri: 8 am - 5 pm 

*Please note that hours are
scheduled to change

PSA hosts Team Trivia Tournament
BY SAMANTHA ELLIOTT
EDITOR IN CHIEF

On Tuesday, April 10, the
Political Science Association
hosted their first ever PSA
Team Trivia Tournament.

The event, which took
place in Kochoff B, wel-
comed other campus organi-
zations as well as any group
of students looking to have a
good time. Questions for the
event were provided by Great
Lakes Trivia and the team
based atmosphere allowed all
members to participate. Reg-
istered tables required a min-
imum of three participants
and a maximum of eight.
Registration was free for
those who wished to partici-
pate.

Lyceum, the literary and
fine arts journal on campus,
came out to enjoy the event
and left with a gift basket
after winning first place.

Although some at the table

agreed that there could have
been a wider variety of topics
covered in the questions,
everyone had a great time.

“It was a cool way to get to
know people in your org and
get to know people outside of
your meetings,” senior Eman
Elshaikh said.

Many student organiza-
tions were represented and
teams had a variety of reasons
for wanting to participate.

The Pre-Professional
Health Society and the
League of Extraordinary
Poets combined to form a
table. Their reason for joining
was simple, according to jun-
ior Amal Algahmi. “We love
Jeopardy,” 

Amanda Lewandowski and
Dominica Convertino sat on a
team with a group of students
belonging to no particular or-
ganization.

Convertino was impressed
with the wide range of stu-
dents represented in the room;
a mixture of ages, majors, and

interests was present.
“We wanted to embrace the

diversity of our campus,”
Convertino said of her team
wanting to join the event.

Lewandowski was im-
pressed with the turnout of the
event.

“Normally people have
class for a set amount of
time,” Lewandowski said. “I
think it was a great turnout.”

Questions asked to the
teams ranged from “What is

the first space past ‘Go’ on a
Monopoly board?” to the
final round question, putting
five Taco Bell menu items
into caloric order.

Great Lakes Trivia hosts
trivia in several locations in-
cluding Bailey’s Pub and
Grill on Michigan Avenue in
Dearborn.

For more information on
how to participate in a trivia
night, visit http://great-
lakestrivia.com/.

Samantha Elliott/MJ

Phi Sigma Phi raises money at annual Pink Party

BY ASHLEY SWORD
STAFF WRITER

Last year, there were more
than 2.6 million breast cancer
survivors in the U.S.

Phi Sigma Phi has worked
to improve these numbers
through their fundraising
event for the National Breast
Cancer Foundation. Phi
Sigma Phi hosted their annual
Pink Party fundraiser on Sat-
urday, April 14 at Kickers All
Star Grill in Canton.

The Pink Party was a night
filled with supporters of Phi
Sigma Phi and the National
Breast Cancer Foundation.
During the event, the organi-
zation sold raffle tickets, held
a date auction, and contests
where attendees participated
to win prizes donated by Om
Spa, Westborn Market, BD’s-
Mongolian Barbecue, and
several other sponsors. Some
of the prizes given away
throughout the night included

a mountain bike, Tigers base-
ball tickets, and restaurant
gift cards. "They did a great
job planning this event. Can't
wait to see what they have
planned for next year," said
UM-Dearborn student
Michael Blair.

The Pink Party was estab-
lished two years ago by Luis
Benavides, who was then the
philanthropy chair for the
chapter. "Its purpose is to
gather students, friends,
teachers, and parents together
to have a night of fun, philan-
thropy, and awareness," said
Benavides. He continued by
saying that many overlook
fundraising for Breast Cancer
until its awareness month be-
gins in the fall when events
such as Susan B. Komen
Race for the Cure is held. The
chapter decided that it was an
important foundation and
needed to have more atten-
tion directed towards it year-

round on campus.
Throughout the last few

weeks, Phi Sigma Phi has
been promoting their event
on campus by passing out
fliers, hosting bake sales, and
promoting it on the UC stage.
During their promotions they
sold tickets, t-shirts, and hats
they created for their event.
"We decided to sell apparel
so that others are aware of
our event and are able to
spread awareness about
breast cancer," said Bena-
vides. Over the last two years
Phi Sigma Phi has raised over
$4,000 and set a goal at
$5,000 for this year's event.
Overall it was a very success-
ful event and Phi Sigma Phi
helped raise more money
than last year through higher
ticket and apparel sales. All
proceeds the organization has
raised through their event
benefit the National Breast
Cancer Foundation. The do-

nations raised make a differ-
ence nationwide and are
given to help support pro-
grams that are dedicated to
cancer patients and their fam-
ilies. These programs focus
on areas including screening
and diagnosis, support serv-
ices, scientific research, and
access to treatment. The
amount Phi Sigma Phi raised
will help assist in all of these
aspects with the hopes of
raising the amount of breast
cancer survivors with the do-
nations.

Phi Sigma Phi continues to
donate year-round towards
the foundation and hope that
others have become aware
through their events and work
towards raising money too. If
you were unable to attend the
Pink Party but are interested
in donating, Phi Sigma Phi
accepts donations continu-
ously to assist those affected
by breast cancer.

Mr. UMD brings in $2,232 for charity
BY SAMANTHA ELLIOTT
EDITOR IN CHIEF

Last Thursday, Phi Mu
hosted their tenth annual
Mr. UMD contest, benefit-
ing Children’s Miracle Net-
work Hospitals.

The event, which took
place in Quad E in Fairlane
Center North, attracted an
audience of both sorority
and fraternity members as
well as parents of students
involved in the event.

The night consisted of
six rounds of events, in-
cluding beachwear, formal
attire, and talent rounds.
Cheers erupted from the
crowd several times
throughout the night. Fan
favorites included Franco
Xavier Del Valle
Calderon’s beach wear
round during which he
dressed as a hula dancer,
complete with grass skirt
and coconut bra. The talent
round brought another
round of cheers from the
crowd when Abdul-Rahman
Shukairy completed a Ru-
biks Cube that had been
mixed up by the judges
while held upside down and
singing Zac Brown Band’s

“Chicken Fried.”
Each round was scored

by a panel of judges. The
panel included the UM-
Dearborn Greek life advi-
sor, Tasha Williams,
Panhellenic advisor Lynda
Dioszegi, Associate Direc-
tor CMNH at Beaumont
Hospital Katherine Groves,
and Phi Mu-Rho Beta
Alumna Mary Schuler and
Phylis Cataldo.

Mr. UMD is Phi Mu’s
largest philanthropy event
and included several raffles
throughout the night. Local
businesses showed their
support by donating items
for gift baskets or gift
cards. Proceeds from the
raffles went towards the
Children’s Miracle Net-
work Hospitals. Phi Mu-
Rho Beta’s money raised
benefited Beaumont in
Royal Oak specifically.

Phi Mu philanthropy
community head Melanie
Parker takes pride in giving
back directly to the com-
munity.

“All of the money raised
goes directly to our local
hospital at Beaumont. It all
stays within our community
where it is donated,” Parker

said.
Additional money came

in the form of the audience
donating directly to the par-
ticipants. Attendees were
able to drop money into
buckets for their favorite
contestants. The top three
who raised the most money
got an additional five,
three, or one point added to
their total points from the
judges.

The top three contestants
were Calderon, Julius
Ennis, and Stevan Miller.
Calderon won the title of
Mr. UMD.

Phi Mu Vice President
Megan Peters was pleased
with the turnout of another
successful event for the fra-
ternity.

“Mr. UMD is always our
most anticipated and fa-
vorite event. Not only is it
awesome to raise money
for CMNH, I love how en-
tertaining the guys are up
there,” Peters said.

Nationally, Phi Mu has
raised over eight million
dollars through their char-
ity events. Thursday’s
event brought in $2,232.

Samantha Elliott/MJ

Franco Calderon shows off his title of Mr. UMD 2012. 
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In the final Low Down on
D-Town, the Tigers sal-
vaged a game on their first
road series, the Pistons inch
closer to the offseason with
more losses, and the Red
Wings are down 2-1 in their
series with the Nashville
Predators.

Detroit Tigers:  The
Tigers wrapped up their
first road series, and they
lost two of three against the
Chicago White Sox over the
weekend.  Before that, they
played the Tampa Bay Rays,
and won two of three at
home.  The Tigers are cur-
rently 6-3 and first in the
American League Central
Division.

In the Rays series, the
Tigers scored a total of 16
runs, while only allowing 6.
Phil Coke won the first
game, while Colin Balester
won the third game.  The
second game of the series, it
was ace vs. ace (Justin Ver-
lander vs. James Shields.)
Verlander, unfortunately
lost that battle, but only in

the ninth inning where he
lost control.  It was Verlan-
der’s first loss of the season,
and only one starter has a
win right now.

After coming out of their
first homestand with a
record of 5-2, the Tigers
looked to carry the momen-
tum to the South Side of
Chi-Town.  That didn’t
work out so well, as their
bats went silent.  The Tigers
mustered only eight runs in
the three game series
against the White Sox, win-
ning only the last game of
the series, 5-2.  Max
Scherzer pitched well, but
the bats didn’t help in the
first game of the series,
dropping that 5-2.  

Adam Wilk, a call-up for
injured starter Doug Fister,
pitched exceptionally well
in his first major league
start, but again, the Tigers
couldn’t give him any run
support.  The Tigers fell 5-
1.  

Luckily, the Tigers were
able to grab a win, and get
some runs this past Sunday.
Rick Porcello got the first
win among the Tigers

starters this year, and
backup catcher Gerald
Laird hit his first home run
in a 5-2 win over the White
Sox.

They are continuing
their road trip to Kansas
City, playing in their second
game tonight in a three
game series.  After the three
game series, they return
home in an American
League Championship Se-
ries rematch against the
Texas Rangers.  In case any
of you want to know, Ver-
lander pitches on Sunday
against Neftali Feliz.

Detroit Pistons:  The Pis-
tons have had a pretty horri-
ble April, and it seems they
are ending it that way too.
They have dropped their
past two games, picked up a
rare win before that, and
then dropped the previous
three.  The most recent loss
came against the Chicago
Bulls at home, losing 100-
94 in overtime.  Rodney
Stuckey had 32 points, lead-
ing the Pistons, while
Joakim Noah countered
with 20 points to lead the
Bulls.

Before that game, the
Pistons fell to the Milwau-
kee Bucks 113-97, also at
home.  Brandon Knight led
the way for the Pistons with
25 points.  The Pistons play
the Cleveland Cavaliers at
home tonight, at 7:30 p.m.
before hitting the road for
one of their final two away
games against the Atlanta
Hawks on Wednesday
evening.  

Detroit Red Wings:  It’s
playoff time again in Hock-
eytown, and the smell of oc-
topus is in the air.  The Red
Wings started the playoffs
as the fifth seed in the West-
ern Conference, meeting the
Nashville Predators, a fa-
miliar rival at the fourth
seed.  The Predators have
home-ice advantage as they
started the first two games
at Bridgestone Arena.

The Red Wings dropped
Game 1 in Nashville, in a
close game, 3-2.  Nashville
scored first, but Henrik
Zetterberg tied it up in the
second period, before
Gabriel Bourque scored his
first of two goals, including
the game winner after.  The

Red Wings tried to crawl
their way back in a game
full of penalties, but
couldn’t quite make it.  The
two least penalized teams in
the league combined for 17
penalties and 34 penalty
minutes.  

At the end of the game,
Predators defenseman and
Captain Shea Weber gave
Zetterberg a cheap shot, by
punching him in the back of
the head, and then slam-
ming his head into the glass,
deliberately.  The referees
only assessed him a two
minute minor for roughing,
which didn’t carry over to
Game 2.

Game 2 was a whole dif-
ferent game for the Red
Wings as they came out fly-
ing early, and Todd Bertuzzi
got some revenge for the
Zetterberg cheap shot.  Big
Bert fought Shea Weber,
evening up the teams, and
the Wings scored two in the
first period to take the lead.
Nashville came back, but
not before Franzen had a
shot go off of his leg and in,
which ended up being the
game winner, in a 3-2 win

for the Red Wings.
Game 3 was back in the

Motor City with the Red
Wings gaining momentum.
It didn’t seem like it though,
even with The Joe fired up.
Weber scored first for the
Predators in the first period,
and sloppy play in the first
by the Red Wings seemed to
have cost them in the 3-2
loss.  

Pavel Datsyuk pulled an-
other one of his “Dat-
syukian Dekes” by stealing
the puck from behind the
Nashville net and putting it
behind Predators goaltender
Pekka Rinne before he even
knew it.  Zetterberg scored
late in the third period, but
it was too little, too late for
the Red Wings.

They look to Game 4
tonight at Joe Louis Arena,
where the fans will be rock-
ing.  With the best home ice
record in the league over the
past year, the Red Wings
will look to use that to their
advantage and tie the series
at 2.  If not, Nashville will
take a commanding 3-1 se-
ries lead.  Go Wings!

my professional journalism
standards went out the win-
dow as I yelled, cheered,
and celebrated the victory.
Judge me all you want, but
old time reporters were
doing the same thing.

The hour after the game
brought my last press con-
ference, throwing confetti
around with Toussaint and
Kovacs, and taking pictures
with Kovacs. It was truly a
great Michigan experience.

More experiences and
memories came in all sorts
of ways. One of my most
favorite columns came not
too long after I started
writing. Titled, “Talk of the
trade,” it explained the rea-
sonings behind the Detroit
Tigers’ Granderson trade
and, although I understood,
my annoyance over it. I re-

member being so excited
over how much effort I put
into it and I still tell anyone
who will listen all about it.
But like Michigan Football,
I never wrote about the
Tigers too much.

I remember my panic at
the thought of Mike Illitch
buying the Detroit Pistons.
There was talk of him reno-
vating the Palace, combin-
ing the venue for both the
Pistons and the Wings. For
those few moments, my
only concern was that in-
stead of driving the
roughly twenty-three min-
utes it currently takes me to
get to The Joe, I was going
to have to drive over an
hour to see a hockey game.

My first and only world
news coverage came in the
form of the 2010 Olympics.
I remember struggling to
find the right words to ex-
press my sorrow after 21-

year-old Georgian luger,
Nodar Kumaritashvili was
killed during a practice run
just hours before the open-
ing ceremony of the Van-
couver Olympics.

Many of the columns
blur together in a haze of
how aggravating referees
can be, how much I love a
good hockey fight, classy
vs. non classy athletes (one
of my favorite from this
past year), and whether of-
fense or defense are more
important.

Those past few topics
have one thing in common,
and lead me to the topic
I’ve saved for last. Those
of you who have followed
this column at all know
what I am going to say
next.

The Detroit Red Wings
are my life. The team is, far
and away, my most written
about topic over the past

three years. Always giving
me something to write
about, I always laugh at
how quickly my direction
of those columns changes.
Just this year I wrote one
about the NHL record-
breaking 23 game home
record, followed two weeks
later with one about how
they were about to lose the
most consecutive games
since 1997.

The team never fails to
keep me on my toes and I
will always support them.
The past three years have
brought so many
memories. The game four
win in 2010 where, after
seeing Franzen score four
goals during just the first
period, I met and got a pic-
ture with Rafalski.

I remember how much
my face hurt from smiling
and laughing so much in
the Olympia Club after that

game. It was the first time
I’d ever met a Red Wings’
player and I was ecstatic.
Little did I know that the
next season I would have a
chance to meet other Red
Wings in the form of Lid-
strom, Bertuzzi, Datsyuk,
Franzen, Filppula, Stuart,
and Howard. I’m still on
my quest for Abdelkader,
but that will come one of
these days.

The Wings are currently
in their twenty-first con-
secutive playoff appear-
ance and many seem
worried, myself included.
Down 1-2 in the series
against Nashville, I’m con-
cerned that the Wings may
not even make it past the
first round of the playoffs,
much less all the way to the
Stanley Cup finals. If that
tragedy happens, it’s going
to be a very long summer.

This summer’s going to

bring all sorts of sports
news. Most likely the re-
tirement of both Lidstrom
and Homer for the Wings.
I’ve already got my tissues
prepared for that day. Ab-
delkader’s contract is also
up. Should the Wings not
resign him, I may just up-
root and move to the city of
whichever team signs him.

Whatever happens, al-
though I won’t be writing,
you know I’ll be watching,
starting with tonight at The
Joe, where I’ll be cheering
for a Wings’ win.

For those of you who
have stuck with me, I can’t
thank you enough. It’s been
three years of ups and
downs but most of all,
memorable moments.
Thank you for sticking
with me through the last at
bat, the last puck drop, the
last touchdown, and the
final buzzer.

Sam’s Column,
continued from page 12

BY CHRIS ZADOROZNY
STAFF WRITER

Olympic athletes train
all of their lives to com-
pete for their country in
their respective sport dur-
ing the Summer
Olympics. The opportu-
nity to compete for your
country, along with being
watched by millions of
people all over the world,
can be considered an
honor.

However, recently,
Miami Heat star shooting
guard Dwyane Wade
made headlines for say-
ing that the United
States’ Olympians should
be compensated for their
time. "It 's a lot of things
you do for the
Olympics,” Wade said. “
A lot of jerseys you sell.
We play the whole sum-
mer. I  do think guys
should be compensated."
Wade's comments
sparked huge debates
throughout the media
world, with most people
asking themselves this
question, 'Should
Olympic athletes get

compensation for com-
peting?'

Current Boston Celtic
Ray Allen, who was a for-
mer member of the 2000
US gold medal basketball
team backed Wade's com-
ments, saying that bas-
ketball players are a
business. "Everybody
says, 'Play for your coun-
try.' But NBA players are
commodities, you're busi-
nesses," says Allen. "You
think about it ,  you do
camps in the summer, you
have various opportuni-
ties to make money.
When you go overseas
and play basketball,  you
lose those opportunities."

The 2012 USA men’s
Olympic basketball team
features a star studded
roster. Wade is joined by
fellow NBA superstars
such as Kobe Bryant,
Chris Paul, Derrick Rose,
Carmelo Anthony, Le-
Bron James, Kevin Du-
rant,  Blake Griffin, and
Dwight Howard. The rest
of the roster still features
some major star power.
They include LaMarcus

Aldridge, Chauncey
Billups, Chris Bosh,
Tyson Chandler,  Rudy
Gay, Eric Gordon, Andre
Iguodala, Kevin Love,
Lamar Odom, Russell
Westbrook, and Deron
Williams. This entire
lineup has no difficulty in
marketability among the
US or even the world.

The 2012 US Olympic
basketball team is set to
make $281,480,000 as
part of their NBA salaries
for the 2011-2012 season.
This number will increase
this summer, as star point
guards Deron Williams
and Chris Paul hit  the
free agent market,  com-
manding a price of over
$17 million per year of
their new contracts. Rus-
sell  Westbrook and Eric
Gordon will  also con-
tribute in the raise, both
young point guards sign-
ing a hefty extension with
their teams.

The combined salary
for one year of all  the
players on the US roster
doesn’t even include their
salaries from endorse-

ment deals.  Wade,
Bryant,  James, Anthony,
Howard, Paul, and Durant
earned an estimated
salary of about $107 mil-
lion from their 2012 en-
dorsements alone.

After receiving criti-
cism from several media
outlets, Wade backed off
of his original statement.
Wade went to his Twitter
account to clarify his
comments and make
amends to his loyal fans.
"What I was referencing
is there is a lot of
Olympic business that
happens that athletes are
not a part of,  and it 's  a
complicated issue," said
Wade. "But my love for
the game and pride for
USA motivates me more
than any money amount. I
repped my country in
2004 when we won the
bronze medal and stood
proudly to receive our
gold medal in 2008 in
Beijing. It 's always been
an honor for me to be a
part of the USA Olympic
family and I 'm looking
forward to doing it again

in London this summer."
After viewing all  of

this evidence, it is absurd
to think that the 2012 US
Olympic basketball team
should be compensated
for participating in such a
monumental event.  It  is
even more confusing why
an athlete like Wade, who
has a base salary of
$15,512,000, plus $12
million from endorse-
ments, would make his
original statements about
receiving compensation
for participating in the
Olympics. 

Being an Olympic ath-
lete, achieving the right
to display USA across
your chest,  and being
considered one of the
best basketball players in
the country, should be a
huge honor. That is a
once in a lifetime mo-
ment when you can repre-
sent your country with
pride and honor. When
people think of
Olympians, they think of
the pinnacle of greatness,
not a paycheck for doing
something you love or are
extremely skilled at.

The low down on D-town

BY RICKY LINDSAY
GUEST REPORTER

Basketball players’ remarks about Olympics 
spark controversy

Photo courtesy of www.wikipedia.com
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One. Just one column is
all I have left, after three
years. For three years I’ve
spent every Sunday night
with my laptop open to
countless sports websites,
watching highlights and
jotting down stats for the
week. But the next few
paragraphs will bring all of
that to an end.

Maybe you’ve read this
since the beginning. Maybe
you’re a freshman and have
only read this year. Or
maybe this is the first time
you’ve ever read my
words. Whatever your situ-
ation may be, let’s take it
back to the very beginning
and reflect on my favorite
moments in the past three
years of sports.

My very first column
started with the same word
as this last one did, “one.”
Headlined, “Battle for a
bowl,” the column ex-
pressed my aggravation at
the Wolverines 2009 sea-
son when they needed just
one win to go to a bowl and
failed to do so.

Wolverine football is a
topic that I haven’t covered
too much, but when I think
back now, it has provided
some of my most enjoyable
and most memorable
events. The second time I
covered the Wolverines it
was in bad light in a col-
umn titled, “Tate the not so
great.” I’m sure all Wolver-
ines fans can remember the
rise and rather quick fall of
quarterback Tate Forcier.

My favorite memories
pertaining to the Wolver-
ines didn’t come until this
past football season. After
covering the firing of Rich
Rod, I was quick to express
my delight at the hiring of
Brady Hoke. Fans every-
where were thrilled with
the news of his hiring and
he didn’t disappoint.

After a nail-biting vic-
tory over Notre Dame, I in-
sisted that the Night Game
was my favorite experi-
ence. The lights, being on
the field, the victory, I was
thrilled. Then came Ohio,
another absolute nail biter.
The secretive cheering
under our desks in the
press box (no cheering is
allowed for either team up
there), the race down to the
field to see the last five
minutes from the sideline,
celebrating with my sister
after the student section
rushed the field, and hey, I
even got on ESPN.

The season was only
made better by my eleven
hundred mile journey this
past January to New Or-
leans, Louisiana to watch,
you guessed it, another
nail-biter. When Gibbons’
kick was ruled good, all of

Three
Years 

of 
Sports

Sam’s Column,
continued on page 9

A cloudy, overcast day
at Michigan Stadium this
past  Saturday provided
the backdrop for  the
Michigan Wolverine
footbal l  team, and
20,000 fans watching
their  annual  Spring
Game.  I t  wasn’t  a  typi-
cal ,  long,  spring game
pract ice,  but  a  few
younger players  showed
their  ski l l ,  both on of-
fense and defense.

Senior  quarterback
Denard Robinson only
played one ser ies  with
the first unit on the field.
Coach Brady Hoke
wanted to use most  of
the time to see what red-
shir t  f reshman Russel l
Bellomy could do.  

Bel lomy played with
the second unit ,  and
looked tremendous on
the f ield.   Devin Gard-
ner,  the current  backup
to Robinson, didn’t play
like a backup.  He played
with the f i rs t  uni t ,  and
couldn’t  complete more
than a couple of  passes.
The only play he could
complete were handoffs
to running backs Thomas
Rawls and Fi tzgerald
Toussaint.

“Yeah,  that’s  what  we
were t rying to develop.
We decided before we
came in that  we were
only going to play
Denard just  a  l i t t le  t iny
bit .  We wanted to see
these other  kids,”  said
Hoke about Bellomy and
Gardner.

Speaking of Rawls and
Toussaint ,  both were
very physical ,  as  Rawls
had two touchdowns on
the day.   Toussaint  wil l
sti l l  remain the first  run-
ning back on the team,
while  Rawls wil l  bat t le
for  the backup posi t ion,
along with Vincent
Smith and Stephen Hop-

kins.   I t  seems as  i f
Rawls wil l  be the big
tailback in goal line situ-
ations.

The only change on
the offensive l ine is  the
competi t ion at  lef t
guard.  El l iot t  Mealer,
who was the expected
starter  found himself  on
the second unit  on Satur-
day,  while  walk-on red-
shir t  sophomore Joey
Burzynski  played with
the first  unit .   

As of  now, everyone
that played last year sti l l
has their  posi t ion head-
ing into the 2012 foot-
bal l  season.   Posi t ions
wil l  obviously change
throughout  the summer,
as batt les  wil l  begin be-
tween players  who wil l
want to start .   

Don’t  be sur-
prised if you see Gardner
line up at wide receiver a
couple of  t imes in prac-
t ice,  and even as  the
third backup to Robinson
and Bellomy.   This  wil l
be a  big competi t ion
throughout  the summer,
al though Hoke bel ieves
otherwise,  a t  least  for
now.  “Well,  i t’s Devin,”
said Hoke af ter  being
asked who is number two
quarterback is right now.

The offense is  quick
and even the wide re-
ceivers  are looking
great.   Roy Roundtree is
emerging as  the number
one receiver,  in front  of
Jeremy Gallon,  Jeremy
Jackson, Jerald Robinson
and Drew Dileo.   The
number one jersey could
be passed out  by Hoke
this  year,  a l though i t ’s
not for certain just yet.

The offense should be
more explosive than last
year,  l ining up some tal-
ented players on the line
and in the backfield.
Don’t be surprised to see
Michigan perform better
than last year,  especially
on offense.

After 14 practices, Team
133 entered Michigan Sta-
dium for its last practice of
the spring, which was open to
the public on Saturday.

The general theme of the
spring game was physicality.
Both Head Coach Brady
Hoke and Defensive Coordi-
nator Greg Mattison stressed
that the wolverines are more
physical now than this time a
year ago. But their body of
work is only beginning.

“The thing I would say
starting out is we have a long
way to go,” Mattison said.
“When watching from the

side and seeing what I
thought I saw, we’ve got to
become a lot more physical.
We’ve got to improve a great
deal over the summer. 

“The good news with that
is our staff and this program
believes in working very hard
at improvement over the sum-
mer and not just lifting
weights. I think we’ll make a
lot of gains this summer.”

When Hoke was asked if
he thought the format of the
spring game was to make sure
the defense had a better day
than the offense he bluntly
said the defense didn’t have a
better day.

“We’re too soft in the mid-
dle,” Hoke said. “Way too
soft in the middle of the de-
fense. Some of the read plays,
they were too lateral defen-
sively in my opinion instead
of what we like to call knock-
em back football. We didn’t
do that.” 

Despite the semi-negative
reviews, the defense made
plays during the scrimmage.

Junior Jibreel Black, who
has moved positions from de-
fensive end to a defensive
tackle, spent time in the offen-
sive backfield and blowing up
the line of scrimmage. One
play in particular, on a read
option, Black sacked Devin
Gardner for a ten yard loss.
Senior Craig Roh, who also
switched positions, adapted to
his new role very well.

Another player that needs
to step-up for the defensive
line is senior Will Campbell.
Campbell, who was a her-
alded five-star recruit out of
Detroit Cass Tech, has strug-
gled to live up to expecta-
tions. However, Campbell has
taken upon himself to im-
prove and fill the shoes Mike
Martin left behind.

“We need him to be a foot-
ball player,” Mattison said.
“We need him to not just
knock people around, but
tackle the football. Will and I
have talked long and hard
about that: that the ball is the
issue, not how many lumps
you can put on that guard or
center. Will’s getting it. Will’s
getting it and Will’s the key. 

“Will’s a big key because
you’re only as strong as you
are down the middle. That’s
going to be our whole deal
this year because we’ll be fine
outside.”

An area though that’s ap-
pears to be very solid is
Michigan’s secondary. Soph-
omore Blake Countess hasn’t
missed a beat this spring
building off an impressive
freshman season. He read
Gardner’s pass attempt to jun-
ior Jeremy Jackson and
jumped the route, reading the
play the whole way. Senior
Jordan Kovacs also made
plays but had a quiet game,
only joining in on gang tack-
les. 

The defense did suffer one
casualty though during the
game. Sophomore Desmond
Morgan injured his knee
when rushing off the edge try-
ing to make a play. Instead of
finding his target, Fitzgerald
Toussaint stepped up and took
out Morgan’s legs sending
him flying through the air.
The severity of the injury was
not revealed after the game
but did not appear too serious. 

Mattison does believe that
this group will take steps over
the summer to become closer
to what he calls a “Michigan
defense.”

“I don’t know if we’re way
ahead [of where we were last
year],” Mattison said.  “The
thing is we didn’t call many
defenses today. I think I only
probably called four defenses
the whole day because I
wanted to see how they were
going to play under the gun. 

“This group wants to be re-
ally good. Sometimes maybe
you don’t believe what I’m
saying, but we make more
gains at Michigan in the sum-
mer with what they do on
technique than a lot of pro-
grams.”

It’s too early to tell if this
unit will become a “Michigan
defense.” But if last season is
any indication, Team 133 will
be the closest we’ve seen to
Mattison’s vision for the pro-
gram.

Michigan football spring recap
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Team 132 from last year suiting up one last time at the Big House
against Ohio State. 

Junior RB Fitzgeral Troussiant lowering his shoulder for extra yards
against Ohio State.

Senior QB Denard Robinson and Head Coach Brady Hoke are ready to
lead Team 133
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